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Conqueji  of  Pent  hy  the  Spaniards.  Changes  that 
have  happened  in  this  Empire  Jince  that  revo- 
lution, 

IT  has  not  been  my  intention  to  be  the  pane- BOOK 
gyrifl  of  the  conquerors  of  the  other  hemi-.   -^— ._r 
fphere.     I  have  not  fuffered  my  judgment  to  be  focan  the 
far  mifled  by  the  brilliancy  of  their  fuccefles,  as  *^°"i"^,^^s 
to  be  blind  to  their  crimes  and  adts  of  injuftice.  pj^rds  m"^ 
My  view  is  to  write  hiflory,  and  I  almoft  always  the  New 
write  it  with  my  eyes  bathed  in  tears.     Alton ifh-^^'"^^^^ 
ment  hath    fometimes  fucceeded  grief.      I  have  of.? 
been  furprifed  that  none  of  thefe  favage  warriors 
fhould  have  preferred  the  more  certain  mode  of 
mildnefs  and    humanity,    and   that    they  lliould 
have  rather  chofen  to  fhew  themfelves  as  tyrants 
than  as  benefa^ftors.      What  ftrangc  infatuanon 
Vol.  Ill,  B  hath 
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BOO  Khalh  prevented  them  from  perceiving,  that  while 
^"-     they  deftroycJ  the   countries   which  they  ftized 

'  "^  '  upon,  i!iey  were  injuring  themfelves,  and  that 
their  cruellies  obliged  them  to  give  up  a  more 
quiet  and  more  hicraiive  pofldlion  of  tliem  ?  It 
harli  been  afllrted,  that  in  countries  where  man 
had  not  yet  appeared,  the  mod  timid  animals  came 
near  him  without  fear.  I  can  never  be  perfuaded, 
iha:  at  the  firft  afpcd  of  an  European,  the  favage 
man  can  have  been  more  wild  than  the  animals. 
Il  was  undoubtedly  a  fatal  experience  which  in- 

*  formed  him  of  the  danger  of  fiich  familiarity. 

What  then  !  fhall  nations  be  more  cruel  among 
thcmfelves,  than  the  mod  opprelFive  fovereigns 
nrc  towards  their  fuhje(fts  ?  Oie  fociety  mud  then 
devour  another !  Man  will  be  more  fierce  than 
the  tygcr !  Shall  reafon  have  been  given  to  him 
merely  as  a  fublliiute  in  him  to  every  maleficent 
i:.lli;;(l\  ;  and  fhall  his  annals  be  nothing  more 
than  the  annals  of  his  pcrverfenefs  ?  O  God  !  why 
didll  thou  create  man  ?  Thou  certainly  didft  know, 
ihat  for  one  inftani  in  which  thou  fhould'fl:  be 
able  to  look  upon  thy  work  with  complacency, 
ihou  fhould'll  turn  thine  eyes  away  from  it  a  hun- 
dred times  ?  Thy  prefcience  certainly  forefaw  the 
atrocious  at^s  which  the  Spaniards  were  to  commit 
in  the  New  Woild  ! 

Wt  arc  here  going  to  difplay  fcencs,  flill  more 
terrible  than  ihofc  which  have  fo  often  made  us 
Ihuddcr.  They  will  be  uninterruptedly  repeated 
in  ihofe  immenfc  regions  which  remain  for  us  to 
go  over  The  fword  will  never  be  blunted  ;  and 
wc  fliall  not  fee  it  flop 'till  it  meets  with  no  more 
victims  to  flrike. 

ftnlJIInd,    ^y^  ^^^'*  ^.S"'"   ^&''^  o^''  accounts   with  Co- 
crueitiM    liinibus.      Thit   great    man    had    difcovered   the 

'iJ^'fT^  ^"^'''^^"'  '^^  America  without  ever  landing  upon 
•  *     »t.     I:  Wis  r.ot  'till  after  the  illand  of  San  Do- 
mingo 
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mipgo   was   firmly  eflablifhed,    that   he   thonghtBOOK 
propsr  to   extend   his  enterprifes.     He  imagined  . 


propsr  to  extend  his  enterpri 
that  beyond  this  continent  there  was  another  itepsofthe 
ocean,  which  mufl  terminate  at  the  Eaft  Indies ;  Spaniards 
and  that  thefe  two  feas  might  have  a  commLinica-^j^°^"^^^ 
tion  with  each  other.  In  order  to  difcover  it,  he 
Tailed,  in  i  -02,  as  dole  along  the  coaft  as  polH- 
ble.  He  touched  at  all  places  that  were  accejlible; 
and,  contrary  to  the  ciiftom  of  other  navigators 
who  behaved  in  the  countries  which  they  vifited  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  if  they  were  never  to  return  to 
them,  he  treated  the  inhabitants  with  a  degree  of 
kindnefs  that  gained  their  affection.  The  gulph 
of  Darien  particularly  engaged  his  obfervation. 
He  thought  that  the  rivers,  which  poured  into  itj 
were  the  great  canal  he  had  been  in  fearch  of 
through  fo  many  imminent  dangers,  and  exeelTive 
fatigues.  Difappointed  in  thefe  expectations,  he 
wifhed  to  leave  a  fmall  colony  upon  the  river  Be- 
lem,  in  the  country  of  Veragua.  The  avidity,  the 
pride,  and  the  barbarifm  of  his  countrymen  pre- 
vented him  from  having  the  fatisfadion  of  forming 
the  firft  European  etlabhlhment  upon  the  continent 
of  the  new  hemifphere. 

Some  years  elapfed  after  this,  and  dill  the 
Spaniards  had  not  fixed  themfelves  upon  any  fpot. 
As  thefe  adventurers  only  received  from  govern- 
ment the  permillion  of  making  difcoverie?,  it 
never  once  entered  their  minds  to  employ  them.-' 
felves  in  aorriculture  or  commerce.  The  profpedt 
of  diflant  fortunes  that  might  have  been  made 
by  thefe  prudent  means,  was  far  above  the  preju- 
dices of  thefe  barbarous  times.  There  was  i;o- 
ihing  but  the  allurement  of  immediate  gain  tliac 
could  ftimulate  men  to  enterprifes  fo  bold  as  thofe 
for  which  this  century  was  diflinguilhed.  Gold 
aloiie  attradcd  them  to  the  continent  of  America, 
and  made  them  brave  dangers,  difeafcs,  and  death, 
B  2,  which 
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BOOK  which  they  were  expofed  to  in  the  courfe  of  their 
^^V^  voyage,  at  their  arrival,  or  on  their  return  ;  and, 
bv  a^  terrible  but  jtirt  vengeance,  the  cruelty  of 
the  Europeans,  and"  their  kill  of  gold,  exhaufted  at 
once  the  two  hcmifphercsof  their  inhabitants,  and 
dcftrudtion  raged  equally  among  thofe.  who  were 
the  pkinderersand  alfallins,  as  among  the  plunder- 
ed people. 

It  was  not  'till  the  year  i  i{og  that  Ojeda  and 
Niquefla  formed,  though  ieparately,  the  defign  of 
making  folid  and  lafting  cor.quefts.  To  encourage 
them  in  their  relblution,  Ferdinand  gave  to  the 
firft  the  government  of  the  countries  that  begin 
at  Cape  de  la  Vela,  and  terminate  at  the  Gulph 
©f  Darien  ;  and  to  the  fecond,  that  of  all  the  fpace 
extending  from  this  famous  gulph  to  Cape  Gra- 
cias  a  Dios.  They  were  both  of  them  to  an- 
rounce  to  the  people,  at  their  landing,  the  tenets 
of  the  Chriflian  religion,  and  to  inform  them  of 
the  gift  which  the  Roman  pontiff  had  made  of 
their  country  to  the  king  of  Spain.  If  the  favages 
icfufed  to  fubmit  quietly  to  this  double  yoke, 
the  Spniards  were  authorifed  to  purfue  them  with 
fire  and  fword,  and  to  reduce  whole  nations  to 
ilavery. 

Is  It  then  the  head  of  the  moft  holy  of  all  re- 
ligions who  gives  to  another  what  docs  not  be- 
long to  him  ?  And  is  it  a  Chriftian  fovereign  who 
accepts  of  the  gift  ?  And  are  the  conditions 
agreed  upon  between  them,  fubmiflion  to  the  Eu- 
ro|^an  monarch,  or  Ilavery  j  baptifm,  or  death  ? 
Upon  the  bare  recital  of  a  con  trad  fo  unheard  of, 
we  Ihudder  \sith  hcrror,  and  we  pronounce,  that 
the  man  who  does  not  partake  of  the  fime  fen  fa- 
lion,  is  a  llrar.ger  to  every  idea  of  morality,  to  every 
fentiment,  and  to  every  notion  of  jullice;  a  man 
who  is  unworthy  of  being  argued  with.  Abomi- 
lable  p;niilT!  And  if  thefc  countries  of  which 
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tliou  doft  difpofe  have  a  lawful  proprietor,  is  itB  o  O  K 
thy  advice  that  he  fliould  be  fpoiled  of  them  ?  If,  ^^^• 
they  have  a  legitimate  fo\ereign,  is  it  thy  advice 
that  his  fubjeds  lliould  break  their  allegiance  ?  If 
they  have  Gods,  is  it  thy  advice  that  they  fhould 
be  impious  ?  And  thou,  flupid  prince,  doll  thou 
not  perceive,  that  the  perfon  v/ho  confers  the'e 
rights  upon  thee,  arrogates  them  to  hi mfelf;  and 
that  by  accepting  of  them,  thou  doft  abandon 
thy  country,  thy  fceptre,  and  thy  religion,  to  the 
mercy  of  an  ambitious  fophift,  and  of  the  moft 
dangerous  fyftem  of  Machievalifm  ? 

But  it  was  a  more  eafy  matter  to  grant  thefe 
abfurd  and  atrocious  privileges,  than  to  put  the 
barbarous  and  fuperftitious  adventurers,  who  fo- 
licited  fuch  rights,  jn  pofTellion  of  them.  The 
Indians  rejected  every  kind  of  intercourfe  with  a 
let  of  rapacious  ftrangers,  who  threatened  equally 
their  life  and  their  liberty.  Arms  were  not  more 
favourable  to  the  Spaniards  than  their  perfidious 
carefTes.  The  people  of  the  continent  accuftom- 
ed  to  carry  on  war  with  each  other,  received  them 
with  a  boldnefs  unexperienced  in  the  iflands  that 
had  been  fo  eafily  fubdued.  Poifoned  arrows 
were  fhowered  upon  them  from  all  quarters  ;  and 
not  one  of  thofe  that  were  wounded  efcaped  a 
death  more  or  lefs  dreadful.  To  the  arrows  of 
the  enemy  other  caufes  of  deftrudtion  were  foon 
joined ;  fhipwrecks  unavoidable  in  thefe  un- 
known latitudes ;  an  almoft  continual  want  of 
fubfiftence  upon  a  country  totally  uncultivated  ; 
and  difeafes  peculiar  to  this  climate,  which  is  the 
moft  unwholtl^une  one  in  America.  The  few 
Spaniards  who  had  efcaped  lb  many  calamities, 
and  who  could  not  return  to  San  Domingo,  col- 
ledled  themfelves  at  St.  Mary's,  in  the  province  of 
Darien. 

I  They 
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BOOK  Tur.Y  lived  there  in  a  Hate  of  anarchy,  when 
^'"-  Vafco  Nugncs  de  Balboa  appeared  among  them. 
^  '^  'Thisma-'M  ^^ho  was  ho:ioured  by  the  compar.ions 
of  I'.is  crimes  with  i:ie  hri.ame  of  Hercules,  had  a 
robull  co-ftitution,  ard  intrepid  courage,  and  a 
popular  eloquence.  Tiicfe  qualities'  made  them 
choole  him  for  their  chiefs  and  all  his  actions 
proved  that  he  was  worthy  to  command  the  vii- 
[iiins  Nvhofe  fulTragc  he  had  obtained.  Judging 
that  moic  gold  would  be  found  in  the  inland  ports 
tha-.i  upon  the  coalls,  from  whence  it  had  been  fo 
icpcaiedly  taken,  he  pluriged  himfclf  among  the 
mou  tains.  He  found  at  firft  in  the  country,  it 
is  laid,  fome  of  that  fame  Ipecies  of  little  white 
men,  as  are  to  be  met  with  in  Africa  and  in  cer- 
tai.i  of  the  Afiatic  iflands.  They  are  covered  with 
a  diwn  of  a  gli(leni;:g  white  colour.  They  have 
r.o  hair,  their  eyfs  are  red,  and  they  only  fee  well 
in  the  night-time.  They  are  feeble,  and  their 
faculties  appear  to  be  more  circumfcribed  than 
ihofe  of  other  men.  Thcfe  favag<  s,  if  it  be  true 
that  they  cxirted,  were  few  in  number;  but  others 
were  found  of  a  di.^'erent  fpecies,  brave  ai^.d  hardy 
enough  to  defend  their  rights.  I'hey  had  a  very 
extraordinary  cuftom  among  them,  which  was, 
that  the  luifbands  on  the  death  of  their  wives,  and 
ihc  wives  on  the  death  of  their  hulbands,  ufed  to 
cut  off  the  end  of  a  finger  ;  fo  that  merely  by 
looking  on  their  har.ds  o;,c  might  fee  whether 
they  were  widowers  or  widows,  and  how  often 
ihcy  had  been  fo. 

Nothing  has  hitherto  been,  or  will  probably 
ever  be  faid,  that  can  fatiofactorily  explain  the 
various  perveifions  of  rcafon.  If  the  women  alone 
bad  been  obliged  to  praclife  this  whimfical  cere- 
mony, it  would  be  natural  to  fi"ifpcd  that  it  had 
been  intended  to  prevent  the  imputture  of  a  wi- 
tlovy,  who  might  wifli  to  pals  for  a  virgin  to  her 
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fecond  hufband.  But  this  conjediire  would  lofeBOOK 
it's  force,  when  applied  to  the  hufbands,  whofe  (___/_^ 
condition  could  never  be  a  matter  of  fuch  confe- 
quence,  as  that  it  fhould  be  carefully  indicated  by 
indelible  figns.  This  cuftom  hath  obtained  in 
other  countries  ;  but  tlie  following  is  peculiar  to 
Darien. 

When  a  widow  died,  fuch  of  her  children 
whofe  tender  age  rendered  it  impolTible  for  them 
to  provide  for  their  own  fubfiflence,  were  buried 
in  the  fame  grave  with  her.  As  no  one  would  take 
the  charge  of  thefe  orphans,  the  nation  deflroyed 
them,  to  prevent  their  being  ftarved  to  death. 
The  charity  of  thefe  barbaiians  extended  no  fur- 
ther. This  is  the  mod  atrocious  a<5\  to  which  tlic 
deplorable  ftate  of  favage  life  was  ever  able  to 
impel  mankind.  ^ 

Notwithstanding  thefe  ferocious  manners',  • 
Balboa,  fupported  by  the  obftinacy  of  his  dif- 
pofition,  fpurred  on  by  the  infatiable  cupidity  of 
his  foldiers,  and  with  the  alTiftance  of  fome  packs 
of  thofe  blood  thirlly  dogs  which  had  been  of  i'o 
much  fervice  to  the  Spaniards  in  all  their  con» 
quefts,  at  length  faccceded  in  deflroying  the  in- 
habitants of  Darien,  and  in  difperfing  or  fubduing 
them. 

One  day,    as  the  conquerors  were    difputing  TheSpa- 
with  each  other  about  gold,   with  a    degree  of "'^'■'^^^'^" 
warmth  that  feemed  to  threaten  fome  att  of  vio-  SrftLtioa 
Icnce,    a    young  Cacique  overturned  the   fcales  of  Peru. 
in  which  they  were  weighing  it.     PFhy^  faid  he  to 
them,  with  an  air  of  difdain,  ivby  do  you  quarrel 
for  fuch  a  trifle?  If  it  be  for  this  ufelefs  metal  that 
you  have  quitted  your  country^  and  that  you  tnajjacre 
fo  tn.iny  people,  I  will  condutl  you  into  a  region  where 
it  is  fo  common  that  it  is  employed  for  the  meanefi 
purpofes.     Beii  g   urged  to   explain   him(elF  more 
clearly,  he  allured  them,  that  at  a  little  diftance 

from 
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BOOK  from  the  ocwn  which  wafhed  the  country  of 
-I'i^  .  Daricn,  there  was  another  ocean  which  led  to  this 
rich  countrv.  The  opinion  immediately  and  iini- 
verfallv  prevailed,  that  this  was  the  fea  which 
Columbus  had  (o  earneftly  fought  after ;  and  on 
the  full  of  September  1513,  one  hundred  and 
ninety  Spaniards,  attended  by  a  thoufand  Indians, 
who  were  to  ferve  them  as  guides,  and  to  carry 
their  provifions  and  baggage,  fet  out  to  recon- 
r.oitre  it. 

From  the  place  wlicnce  this  troop  began  their 
march,  to  the  one  they  were  going  to,  there  was 
no  more  than  fixty  miles  ;  but  it  was  neceffary  to 
climb  fo  many  fteep  mountains,  to  pafs  fuch 
large  rivcis,  to  traverfe  Rich  deep  moraffcs,  to 
penetrate  into  fuch  thick  forcfts,  and  to  difperfe, 
perfuadc,  or  dcftroy,  fo  many  fierce  nations  ;  that 
it  was  rot  'till  after  a  march  of  five-and-twenty 
days,  that  men  acculiomed  to  dangers,  fatigues 
and  want?,  arrived  at  the  place  of  their  expec- 
tation*. Without  a  moment's  delay,  Balboa,  aim- 
ed at  all  points,  in  the  manner  of  the  ancient  chi- 
valry, advanced  fome  way  into  thic  South  Sea. 
Spdlators  of  both  hcmifpheres,  exclaimed  this  bar- 
barian, I  call  y OH  to  ivitmjs  that  I  take  pnjjcjjhn  of 
this  "part  of  the  univerfe  J  or  the  crown  of  Cajlile. 
Myfitord  fhall  defend  -what  my  arm  hath  given  to 
it.  Already  was  the  crofs  planted  upon  the  conti- 
nent, and  the  name  of  Ferdinand  infcribed  upon 
the  bark  of  fome  of  the  trees. 

Thest:  ceremonies  gave  to  the  Europeans  in 
thofe  days  the  dominion  of  all  the  countries  in 
the  New  World,  where  they  could  introduce 
their  fangninary  fteps.  Accordingly,  ihe  Spaniards 
thought  ilicy  had  a  right  to  cxa'it  from  the  neigh- 
bouring proplea  tribute  in  pearls,  metals,  and  pro- 
viftonr.  Every  teftimony  was  united  in  confirm^ 
i^g  ^hat  had  been  at  firlt  laid  of  the  richeb  «)f 
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the  empire  that  was  called  Peru,  and  the  robbers  B  00  K 
who  meditated  the  coiiqiiefl:  of  it,  returned  to  Da-  ,^^_,^^_1^ 
rien,  where  they  were  to  colle<ft  the  forces  necef- 
fary  for  fo  difficult  an  enterprife. 

Balboa  expecfled  that  he  fhould  be  employed 
to  conduct  this  great  defign.  His  companions 
had  placed  their  confidence  in  him.  He  had 
thrown  into  the  public  coffers  more  treafure  than 
any  one  of  thefe  adventurers.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  public,  the  difcovery  he  had  jufl  made,  had 
put  him  on  a  level  with  Columbus.  But  by  an 
inllancc  of  that  injuftice  and  ingratitude  fo  com- 
mon in  courts,  where  merit  cannot  prevail  againft 
favour;  where  a  great  commander  is  fuperfeded 
in  the  midfl:  of  his  triumphs  by  an  unfit  perfon  j 
where  a  dilTipating  and  rapacious  favourite  dif- 
places  an  oeconomical  minifter  of  finance  ;  where 
the  general  good,  and  fervices  done  are  equally 
forgotten  ;  and  where  rev61utions  in  the  great 
offices  of  ftate  often  become  objects  of  mirth 
and  pleafantry  ;  Pedrarias  was  chofen  in  his  flead. 
The  new  commander,  as  jealous  as  he  v/as  cruel, 
had  his  predeceflbr  confined  ;  he  ordered  him  to 
take  his  trial,  and  afterwards  caufed  him  to  be 
beheaded.  His  fubalterns,  by  his  orders,  or  with 
his  confent,  pillaged,  burnt  and  maflacred  on  all 
fides,  without  any  diftinftion  of  allies  or  enemies ; 
and  it  was  not  'till  after  they  had  deflroyed  to  the 
extent  of  three  hundred  leas;ues  of  the  country, 
that  in  1518  he  transferred  the  colony  of  St. 
Mary,  on  the  borders  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  to  a 
place  that  received  the  name  of  Panama. 

Some  years  pafTed  away  without  this  eflablifli-ThreeSpa- 
ment  having  been  able  to  fulfil  the  great  and  im-dem^e"J~ 
portant  purpofes  for  which  it  was  deflined.  At  conqueitof 
lencfth,  three  men  of  obfcure  birth,  undertook,  at  ^'"'■^'^■*^^-■' 
theirown  expence,  to  lubvert  an  empire  that  had  (iibnce 
fubfifled  with  glory  for  feveral  ages.  f'O"^  go- 
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BOOK  Francis  Pizarro,  who  is  the  mofl:  known 
^"  afTKV.g  ihcm,  uas  the  natural  Con  of  a  gentleman 
'  "^  of  Ellramadura.  His  tdiicaiion  had  been  fo  ne- 
pk-acd,  that  he  could  not  read.  The  tending  of 
hocks,  which  was  his  fnfl  employmeit,  not  being 
limablc  to  his  charadcr,  he  cnnbarkcd  for  the 
New  World.  His  avarice  and  ambition  inlpircd 
him  with  icconceivablc  adivit)'.  He  joined  in 
every  expedition,  and  hgnalizcd  hiinfelf  in  moll 
of  ihcm  i  and  he  acqmred,  m  the  fcvcral  fitua- 
tionsin  which  he  was  employed,  that  knowledge  of 
men  and  thing?,  which  is  indiiperifibly  necell'ary 
10  advanceme:.r,  but  efpccially  to  thofe  who  by 
thtir  birth  have  every  d;tHculty  to  contend  with. 
The  ufc  he  iiad  hitheito  made  of  his  natural  and 
acquired  abilities,  pcrfuaded  him  that  nothing  was 
above  his  talents;  and  he  formed  the  plan  of  ex- 
erting them  agai:-ft  Peru. 

To  ihcfc  deligns  he  affiliated  Diego  de  AI- 
magro,  whofc  birih  was  equivocal,  but  whofs 
courage  was  proved.  He  had  ever  been  found 
tcmpciatc,  patient,  and  indefatigable,  in  thofe 
camps  in  which  he  had  grown  old.  In  this  fchool 
he  had  accjuircd  a  franlcnefs  which  is  more  fre- 
quently leaini  here  than  in  other  fituations;  as 
well  as  that  obduracy  and  cruelty  which  are  but 
too  common. 

The  fortune  of  two  foldiers,  though  confider- 
ablc,  being  tound  infutlicient  for  the  conqucft 
they  meditated,  they  joined  themfelves  to  Fernan- 
do de  Luquts  He  was  a  mercenary  priefl,  who 
liad  amalltd  prodigioi«s  wealth  by  all  tlie  methods 
which  fupcrltition  renders  eafy  to  his  profcifion, 
and  by  ibme  means  peculiar  to  the  manners  of  the 
age  he  lived  in. 

As  the  bafis  of  their  alTociation  the  confederates 
jnutually  agreed,  that  each  fhould  engage  the 
whole  of  Ir.s  property  in  this  enterpiile  ^  that  the 
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wealth  accruing  from  it  fhould  be  equally  fliared,B  o  o  k. 
and  that  they  fhould  reciprocally  obferve  an  in- 
violable fidelity.  The  parts  that  each  of  them 
were  to  take  in  this  great  fcene  were  diftributed 
as  the  good  of  the  common  caufe  required.  Pi- 
^arro  was  to  command  the  troops,  Almagro  con- 
du(fl  the  fuccours,  and  Luques  prepare  the  means. 
This  plan  of  ambition,  avarice,  and  ferocioufnefs, 
was  completed  by  fanaricifm.  J.ucues  publicly 
confecrated  a  holl: ;  part  of  which  he  ate,  and  di- 
vided the  reft  between  his  two  a{I(:)ciates ;  all 
three  fwearing,  by  the  blood  of  God,  that,  to  en- 
rich themfelves,  they  would  not  fpare  the  blood 
of  man. 

The  expedition,  commenced  under  thefe  hor- 
rible aufpices,  towards  the  middle  of  November 
1524,  with  one  veiTel,  one  hundred  and  twelve 
men,  and  four  horfe,  was  not  fortunate.  It  was 
feldom  that  Pizarro  was  able  to  land  ;  and  in  the 
few  places  where  it  was  pollible  for  him  to  come 
on  fhore,  he  met  with  nothing  but  plains  deluged 
with  water,  impenetrable  forefts,  and  fome  fa- 
vagCF,  little  difpofed  to  treat  with  him.  Almagro, 
who  brought  him  a  reinforcement  of  feventy 
men,  did  not  meet  with  more  encouraging  ad- 
ventures ;  and  he  even  loft  an  eye  in  a  very  Iharp 
engagement  he  was  obliged  to  fuilain  againft  the 
Indians.  More  than  one  half  of  thefe  intrepid 
Spaniards  had  periOied  by  hunger,  by  the  fword 
ur  by  the  climate  ;  wlicn  Los  Rios,  who  had  fuc- 
ceeded  to  Pedrarias,  fent  orders  to  thofc  who  had 
efcaped  fo  many  calamities,  to  return  to  the  co- 
lony without  delay.  They  all  obeyed ;  all  of 
them,  except  thirteen,  who,  faithful  to  their  chief, 
refolved  to  follow  his  fortune  to  the  end  They 
found  it  at  firft  more  adverfc  than  it  had  hiiherio 
been  ;  for  they  were  obliged  to  pafs  fix  v/hole 
(nonths  in  the  ifland  of  Gorgon,  the  moft  un-  - 
2  wholcloiiie. 
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BOOK  wholefome,  mod  barren,  and  mofl  dreadful  fpot 
^'"      there  was  perhaps  u}X)n  the  globe.     But  at  length 

"^""^"-^  their  dcftiny  grew  milder  :  with  a  very  fmall  vel- 
fcl,  which  had  been  lent  them  merely  from  mo- 
tives of  companion,  to  remove  them  from  this 
place  of  dcfolation,  they  continued  their  voyage, 
and  landed  at  Tumbcz,  no  inconfiderable  village 
of  the  empire  which  they  propofed  one  day  to  in- 
vade. From  tins  road,  where  every  thing  bore 
the  marks  of  civilization,  Pizarro  returned  to  Pa- 
nama, where  he  ariived  at  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1527  v.ith  fome  gold  duft,  fome  vafesof  that 
precious  metal,  fome  vicunas,  and  three  Peru- 
vians, deftined,  fooner  or  later,  to  ferve  as  inter- 
preters. 

Far  from  being difcouraged  by  the  misfortunes 
that  had  been  experienced,  the  three  aflociates 
were  inflamed  with  a  more  ardent  pallion  for  trca- 
furcs  which  were  now  better  known  to  them.  But 
they  were  in  want  of  foldiers,  and  of  fubfiftence ; 
and  the  colony  denied  them  both  thefe  fuccours. 
The  miniftry,  whofe  hipport  Pizarro  himfclf  had 
tome  into  Europe  to  folicit,  were  more  favourably 
inclined.  They  authorifed,  without  referve,  the 
levying  of  men,  and  the  purchafe  of  prov  ifions ; 
and  added  to  this  indelinite  liberty  every  favour 
which  drew  nothing  from  the  treafury. 

NrvERTHiiLESs,  the  afl()ciates,  by  combining 
nil  their  means,  could  not  equip  more  than  three 
fmall  vcil'els ;  nor  colled  any  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-four  infantry,  and  thirty-fix  horfe. 
This  wns  very  little  for  the  great  views  that  were 
to  be  fulfilled;  but  in  the  New  World  the  Spa- 
niards cxpe«5lcd  every  thing  from  their  arms  and 
their  courage ;  and  Pizarro  did  not  hefitate  to 
embark  in  the  month  of  February  1531.  The 
knowledge  he  had  acquired  of  tlieie  leas,  made 
him  avojd  the  calanutics  that  had  thwarted  his  firft 

cxpedi- 
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expedition  ;  and  he  met  with  no  other  misfortune  B  O  O  K 
than  that  of  being  obliged,  by  contrary  winds,  to,  -  -'_. 
land  at  the  difliance  of  one  iiundred  leagues  from 
the  harbour  where  he  had  intended  to  difem- 
bark.  The  Spaniards  were  therefore  obliged  to 
go  to  the  place  by  land.  They  followed  the  coaft 
with  great  difficulty,  compelling  the  inhabitants 
on  their  march  to  furnifli  them  with  provifions, 
plundering  them  of  the  gold  they  poflefled,  and 
giving  themfelves  up  to  that  fpirit  of  rapine  and 
cruelty  which  diftinguifhed  the  manners  of  thofe 
barbarous  times.  The  ifland  of  Puna,  which  de- 
fended the  road,  was  taken  by  florm,  and  the 
troops  entered  vicftorious  into  Tumbez,  where 
diforders  of  every  kind  detained  them  for  three 
whole  months.  The  arrival  of  two  reinforce- 
ments, that  came  from  Nicaragua,  afforded  them 
fome  confolation  for  the  anxiety  they  felt  on  ac- 
count of  this  delay.  Thefe  reinforcements,  in- 
deed, confifted  only  of  thirty  men  each  •,  but  they 
were  commanded  by  Sebaftian  Benalcazar  and  by 
Ferdinand  Soto,  who  had  both  of  them  acquired  a 
brilliant  reputation.  The  Spaniards  were  not  dif- 
turbed  in  their  firlt  conquefl,  and  we  mull  mention 
the  reafon  of  it. 

The  empire  of  Peru,  which,  like  moft  other  Manner  :a 
dominions,   had  in  it's  origin  but  little  extent,  had  ^'^'"^'^^'~ 
b:en  fuccelfively  enlarged.     It   had  in  particular  chief  of 
received  a  confiderable  aggrandizement  from  the^eexps- 
eleventh  emperor,  Huyana  Capac,  who  had  pof-^^?j°es 
fefled  himfelf  by  force   of  the  vaft  territory  of  himfeif 
Quito,  and  who,  to  legitimate,  as  much  as  pof- ^^*^"'' of 
fible  his  ufurpation,  had  married  the  fole  heirefspire. 
of  the  dethroned  monarch.     From  this  union,  re- 
probated  equally  by  the  laws  and  by  prejudice, 
Atabalipa  was  born,  who  after  the  death   of  his 
father,   claimed   the   inheritance  of  his   mother. 
This  fucceflion  was  contefted  by  his  elder  bro- 
ther 
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BOOK  ther  Huafcnr,  wlio  was  born  of  another  bed,  and 
^"-  v/hofc  birrh  had  no  ftain  upon  it.  Two  fiich 
^^"^  powerful  inierefts  induced  the  competitors  to  take 
lip  arms.  One  of  them  had  the  people  in  his  fa- 
vour, and  the  cuftom  immemorial  of  the  i;:divi. 
fibility  of  the  empire;  but  the  other  had  previ- 
oully  fccurcd  the  befl:  troops.  The  one  who  had 
the  troops  on  his  fide  was  conqueror,  put  his  rival 
in  chains,  a:^d  becoming  more  poweiful  than  he 
had  cxpedcd,  was  maftcr  of  all  the  provinces. 

Thf.sk  iruubies,  which  for  the  firfl:  time  had 
agitated  Pciu,  were  not  entirely  appeafed  when 
the  Spaniards  appeared  there.  In  the  confufion 
in  which  ilie  whole  kingdom  was  ftill  involved, 
no  one  thought  of  molefling  them  on  their  march, 
and  thty  an ived  without  the  leafl  ob(lrud\ion  at 
Caxamalca.  Arabalipa,  whom  particular  circum- 
flances  had  coiidudtcd  into  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  imperial  palace,  immediately  fent  them  fome 
fruits,  corn.,  emeralds,  and  feveral  vafes  of  gold  or 
filvcr.  He  did  not  however  conceal  from  their 
interpreter  hisdcfirc  that  they  lliould  quit  his  ter- 
ritories ;  and  he  declared  that  he  would  go  the 
next  morning  to  co:icert  with  their  chief  the  pro- 
per meahircs  for  this  retreat. 

To  put  himfelf  in  readinefs  for  an  engagement, 
without  fuDcring  the  lead  preparation  of  war  to 
be  perceived,  was  the  only  difpofition  that  Pizarro 
made  for  the  reception  of  the  prince.  He  planted 
his  cavalry  in  the  gardens  of  the  palace,  where 
they  could  not  be  fecn  :  the  infantry  was  in  the 
court;  and  his  artillery  was  pointed  towards  the 
gale  where  the  cmporor  was  to  enter. 

At  A  BALI  PA  came  without  fufpicion  to  the  place 
appointed.  He  was  attended  by  about  fifteen 
ihoufand  men.  He  was  carried  on  a  throne  of  gold, 
and  gold  j^liiicred  in  the  arms  of  his  troops.  He 
turned  to  the  principal  officers,  and  faid  to  them  : 
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^hefe  ftr angers  are  the  mejjengers  of  the   Gods  ;  Z-f  B  O  O  K 
careful  of  offending  them. 

The  proceflion  was  now  drawing  near  the  pa- 
lace, which  was  occupied  by  Pizarro,  when  a  do- 
minican,  named  Vincent  de  Valverdo,  with  a  cra-^ 
cifix  in  one  hand,  and  his  breviary  in  the  other* 
came  up  to  the  empercr.  He  (lopped  the  prince 
in  his  march,  and  made  him  a  long  fpeech,  in 
which  he  expounded  to  him  the  chriftian  religion, 
prelFed  him  to  embrace  that  form  of  worfhip,  and 
prcpofed  to  him  to  fubmit  to  the  king  of  Spain, 
to  whom  the  pope  had  given  Peru. 

The  emperor,  who  heard  him  with  a  great  deal 
of  patierxe,  replied,  /  am  very  'willing  to  be  ths 
friend  of  the  king  of  Spain,  but  not  his  vaffal ;  tl'^ 
pope  mujlfurely  be  a  very  extraordinary  man,  to  give 
fo  liberally  what  does  not  belong  to  him.  I  fJ: all  not 
change  my  religion  for  another-^  and  if  the  chrijiians 
adore  a  God  ivho  died  upon  a  crofs^  I  worJJjip  the /tin, 
who  never  dies.  He  then  afked  Vincent  where  he 
had  learned  all  that  he  had  faid  of  God  and  the 
creation  ?  In  this  book,  replied  the  monk,  pre- 
fenting  at  the  fame  time  his  breviary  to  the  em- 
peror. Atabalipa  took  the  book,  examined  it  on 
all  fides,  fell  a  laughing,  and,  throwing  away  the 
breviary,  added,  This  book  tells  me  nothing  of  all 
this.  Vincent  then  turned  towards  the  Spaniardt-, 
crying  out  with  all  his  might,  Vengeance,  my  friends, 
vengeance!  Chnjlians,  do  you  not  fee  how  he  defpifcs 
the  go/pel !  Kill  thefe  dogs,  voho  tramp:e  under  foot 
the  law  of  God. 

The  Spaniards,  who  probably  had  with  difii- 
culty  reftrained  that  fury,  and  that  thirft  of  blood, 
which  the  fight  of  the  gold  and  of  the  infi^.i'zls  bad 
infpired  them  with,  initantly  obeyed  the  domini- 
can.  Let  the  reader  judge  of  the  impreiilo::  that 
mufl  have  been  made  oii  the  Peruvians  by  the 
fight  of  the  horfes  who  trampled  upon  theirj^  and 
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BOOK  by  the  noife  and  effed  of  the  cannon  and  miif- 
^''-     ketry  which   beat  tliem  down.     They  fled  with 

^^'^  'iuch  precipitation,  that  they  fell  one  upon  an- 
other. A  dreadful  mafTacre  was  made  of  them, 
Pizarro  himfclf  advanced  towards  the  emperor, 
made  his  infantry  put  to  the  fword  all  that  fur- 
rounded  his  throne,  took  the  monarch  prifoner, 
and  purfued  ail  the  reft  of  the  day  thofe  who  had 
cfcaped  the  fword  of  his  foldiers.  A  multitude 
of  princes  of  the  race  of  the  Incas,  the  minifters, 
the  flower  of  the  nobility,  all  that  compofed  the 
court  of  Aiabalipa,  were  mafiacred.  Even  the 
crowd  of  women,  old  men,  and  children,  who 
were  come  from  all  parts  to  fee  their  emperor, 
were  not  fpared.  While  this  carnage  continued, 
Vincent  ceafcd  not  to  animate  the  aiTafTins  who 
were  tired  with  flaughter,  exhorting  them  to  ufe 
not  the  edge  but  the  point  of  their  fwords,  to  in- 
flict deeper  wounds.  When  the  Spaniards  re- 
turned from  this  infamous  maflacre,  they  pafled 
the  night  in  drunkcnnefs,  dancing,  and  all  the  ex- 
cclTcs  of  debauchery. 

The  emperor,  though  clofely  guarded,  foon 
difcovcred  the  extreme  pafllon  of  his  enemies  for 
^()ld.  This  circumftance  determined  him  to  of- 
fer them  for  his  ranfom  as  much  of  this  metal  as 
his  prifon,  which  was  two-and-twenty  feet  in 
length,  and  fixtecn  in  breadth,  could  contain, 
and  to  as  great  a  height  as  the  arm  of  a  man  could 
reach.  His  propofal  was  accepted.  But  while 
thofc  of  his  minifters,  in  whom  he  had  moft  con- 
fidence, were  employed  in  colled\ing  what  was 
iicceflary  to  enable  him  to  fulfill  his  engagements, 
he  was  informed  that  Huafcar  had  promifed  three 
times  as  much  to  fume  Spaniards  who  had  found 
an  opportunity  of  converfing  with  him,  if  they 
would  confent  to  reinftate  him  upon  the  throne 
of  hi§  anceftors.  He  was  alarmed  at  this  inci- 
pient 
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pient  negociation ;    and  his   apprehenfions  tnadeBOOK 
him  refolve   to  flrangle  a  rival  who  appeared  (o 
dangerous. 

In  order  to  dilTipate  the  fufpicions  which  fuch 
an  a<flion  mufl  neceflarily  excite  in  his  keepers, 
Atabalipa  urged  with  frefh  zeal  the  colle6ling  of 
the  metals  ftipulated  for  the  recovery  of  his  liberty. 
They  were  brought  in  from  all  fides  as  faft  as  the 
diftance  of  the  places,  and  the  confufion  that  pre- 
vailed would  allow.  The  whole  would  have  been 
completed  in  a  little  time ;  but  thefe  heaps  of 
gold,  inceifantly  expofed  to  the  greedy  eyes  of 
the  conquerors,  fo  inflamed  their  cupidity,  that 
it  was  impoflible  to  delay  any  longer  the  diflribu- 
tion  of  them.  The  fifth  part  of  the  whole,  which 
t;:e  government  had  referved  to  itfelf,  was  deli- 
vered to  the  agents  of  the  treafury.  A  hundred 
thoufand  piaftres,  or  540,000  livres  *  were  fet 
apart  for  the  body  of  troops  Almagro  had  jud 
brought  up,  and  which  were  ftill  upon  the  coafls. 
Each  of  Pizarro*s  cavalry  received  43,200  livres  f , 
and  each  of  his  infantry  21,600  J.  The  general, 
and  the  officers,  had  funis  proportioned  to  their 
rank  in  the  army. 

These  fortunes,  the  mofl:  extraordinary  that 
have  ever  been  recorded  in  hiflory,  did  not  miti- 
gate the  barbarity  of  the  Spaniards.  Atabalipa 
had  given  his  gold,  and  his  name  had  ferved  to 
keep  the  people  in  fubjeclion  :  it  was  now  time 
therefore  to  put  an  end  to  him.  Vincent  faid 
that  he  was  a  hardened  prince,  who  ought  to  b« 
treated  Hke  Pharauh.  The  interpreter  Philippillo, 
who  had  a  criminal  intercourfe  with  one  of  his 
women,  might  be  difturbed  in  his  pieafurcs.  Al- 
magro was  apprehenfive,  that  while  he  was  fuf- 
fercd  to  live,  the  army  of  his  colleague  might  b€ 


♦  22,^OoI. 

+  i,ScoI. 

X8S3I,  6i.ii. 

Vol.  III. 

C 

defirous 

,8  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  defiroiis  of  appropriating  all  the  booty  to  itfelf  as 
^""      part  of  the  emperor's  ranfom.     Pizarro  had  been 

'  ^  '  dcfpifed  by  him,  bccaufe  being  lefs  informed  than 
the  meaneft  of  the  foldiers,  he  knew  not  how  to 
read.  Thcfe  circiimftances,  even  more  perhaps 
than  political  reafons,  occafioned  the  emperor's 
death  to  be  determined  upon. 

The  Spaniards  had  the  effrontery  to  bring  him 
to  a  formal  trial  j  and  this  atrocious  farce  was  fol- 
lowed with  ihofe  horrid  confequences  that  mufl  ne- 
ctflarily  have  been  expcded  from  it. 

After  this  jvidicial  aflaffination,  the  murderers 
overran  Peru  with  that  third  of  blood  and 
plunder  which  direded  all  their  anions.  Had 
they  Ihcwn  lome  degree  of  moderation  and  huma- 
nity, they  would  probably  have  made  themfelves 
mafters  of  this  valt  empire,  without  drawing  the 
fwoid.  A  people  naturally  mild,  accullomed  for 
a  long  time  pad  to  the  mod  blind  fubm'llion, 
ever  faithful  to  the  maders  it  had  pleafed  Heaven 
to  give  them,  and  adonidied  at  the  terrible  fpec- 
taclc  they  had  jud  been  beholding:  fuch  a  nation 
would  have  fubmitted  to  the  yoke  without  much 
reludance.  The  plundering  of  their  houfes,  and 
of  their  temples,  the  outrr.g.fs  done  to  their  wives 
and  daughters-,  cruelties  of  all  kinds  fucceeding 
each  other  without  interruption  :  fuch  a  variety 
of  calamities  dirred  up  the  people  to  revenge, 
ar^d  they  found  commanders  to  guide  their  re- 
fcntmenr. 

Numerous  armies  at  fird  obtained  fome advan- 
tages, over  a  fmall  number  of  tyrants  lod  in  thefe 
immcnle  regions ;  but  even  thefe  trifling  fuccefles 
were  not  durable.  Several  of  the  adventurers, 
who  had  enriched  themfelves  by  the  ranfom  of 
Atabaipa,  had  quitted  their  dandards,  that  they 
might  go  eirewhcro  to  enjoy,  in  a  more  peaceable 
manner,  a  piopcriy   fo  rapidly   acquired.     Their 

fortune 


IN  THE  EAST  AKD  WEST  INDIES.  19 

fortune  inflamed  the  minds  of  men,  in  theold;BOOK 
and  in  the  new  world,  and  they  haftened  from  all  ^'^'• 
quarters  to  this  country  of  gold.  The  conle- 
quence  of  this  was,  that  the  Spaniards  multiplied 
in  a  lefs'^time  at  Peru,  than  in  the  other  colonies. 
They  foon  amounted  to  the  number  of  five  or  fix 
thoufand  ;  and  then  all  refinance  was  at  an'end. 
Thofe  of  the  Indians  who  were  the  moft  attached 
to  their  liberty,  to  their  government,  and  to  their 
religion,  took  refuge  at  a  diftance  among  inac- 
ceflible  mountains.  Moft  of  them  fubmitted  to 
the  conqueror. 

A  REVOLUTION  fo  remarkable  hath  been  a  fub- 
jedt  of  aftonifhment  to  all  nations.  Peru  is  a  coun- 
try very  difficult  of  accefs,  v.'here  one  muft  con- 
tinually climb  mountains,  and  perpetually  march 
in  narrow  pafles  and  defiles.  Troops  are  there 
obliged  to  be  inceffantly  pailing  and  repafling  tor- 
rents or  rivers,  the  banks  of  which  are  always 
fteep.  Four  or  five  thoufand  men,  with  a  mode- 
rate fhare  of  courage  and  fkill,  might  deftroy  the 
beft  difciplined  armies.  How  then  could  it  pof- 
fibly  happen,  that  a  great  nation  did  not  even 
venture  to  difpute  a  territory,  the  nature  of  which 
was  fo  well  knovvn  to  them,  againft  a  few  plun- 
derers, whom  the  ocean  had  juft  brought  to  thefe 
fhores  ? 

This  event  took  place  for  the  fame  reafon  that 
an  intrepid  robber,  with  the  piftol  in  his  hand, 
fpoils  with  impunity  a  body  of  men,  who  are 
either  quietly  refting  by  their  fire  fides,  or  who, 
(hut  up  in  a  public  carriage,  are  going  along  the 
road  without  miftruft.  Though'  the  robber  be 
alone,  and  though  he  may  have  only  one  or  two 
piftols  to  fire,  yet  he  ftrikes  the  whole  company 
with  awe,  becaufe  no  one  chufes  to  facrifice  himfelf 
for  the  reft.  Defence  implies  a  mutual  agree- 
ment, v;hich  is  the  rnore^  flowly  formed,  as  the 
C  2  danaer 
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BOO  K  danger  is  leaft  cxpedlcd,  as  the  feairity  is  more 
^"      complete,  and  as  it  has  lafted   a   longer    time. 
*^     ^      'This  w;is  exadly  the  cafe   with  the  Peruvians. 
They  hved  without   uneafinefs,  and  without  mo- 
Icftation    for   feveral  centuries.      Let  us  add  to 
thefe  confiderations,  that  fear  is  the  offspring  of 
ignorance  and  aRonifhmcnt ;  that  a  diforderly  mul- 
titude cannot  (land  againft  a  fmall  number  of  dif- 
cipiincd  forces,  and  that  courage  unarmed,  cannot 
rcfift  cannon-lhot.     Accordingly,  Peru  muft  ne- 
cefTarily  have  been  fubdued,  if  even  the  domeftic 
diflentions  which  then  I'ubvertcd  it  had  not  paved 
the  way  for  it's  fubjedion. 
Or^gin.rt-      This  cmpirc,  which,  according  to  the  Spanifh 
liRior.Rc^-  hiftorians,  had  flouriflied  for  four  centuries  pad, 
wanner.,   had  bcen  founded  by  Manco  Capac,  and  by  his 
jnd  amof  ^jfj.  \iam3  Ocello,  who  were  called  Incas,  or  Lords 
ihValrivai  oi  Pcru.     It  has  been  corjedured,  that  thefe  two 
of rhf  Spa-  pcrfons  might  be  the  defcendants  of  certain  navi- 
*^''^-      gators  of  Europe,  or  the  Canaries,  who  had  been 
ihipwrccked  on  the  coafts  of  Brazil. 

To  fupport  this  conjeflure,  it  has  been  faid, 
that  the  Peruvians  divided  the  year,  as  we  do,  in- 
to three  hundred  and  fixty-five  days,  and  that  they 
had  fome  notion  of  albonomy ;  that  they  were 
acquainted  with  the  points  of  the  horizon,  where 
the  lun  fcts  in  the  fummer  and  winter  folftice,  and 
in  the  equinoxes  j  marks,  which  the  Spaniards  de- 
flroyed,  as  being  monuments  of  Indian  fuperftiti- 
on.  It  has  been  afTerted,  that  the  race  of  the  Incas 
was  whiter  than  that  of  the  natives  of  the  coun- 
try, and  that  feveral  of  the  royal  family  had 
beards  •,  and  it  is  a  known  fadt,  that  there  are  cer- 
tain features,  cither  ill-formed,  or  regular,  that  arc 
prcfcrved  in  fome  families,  though  they  do  not 
tonftanily  pafs  from  one  generation  to  another. 
A:/d  laftly,  it  has  been  faid,  that  it  was  a  tradition 
generally  diflufcd  throughout  Peru,  and  tranfmit- 

ted 
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ted  from  age  to  age,  that  there  would  one  day  ar-  B  o  o  K 
rive  by  Tea,  men  with  beards,  and  of  fuch  fuperi-    ^^jj 
ority  in  arms,  that  nothing  could  refill  them. 

If  there  fhouki  be  any  of  our  readers  difpofed 
to  adopt  fo  improbable  an  opinion,  they  muft  ne- 
cefTarily  allow,  that  there  muft  have  elapfed  a 
confiderable  fpace  of  time  between  the  fhipwreck 
and  the  foundation  of  the  Peruvian  empire.  If  this 
be  not  admitted,  we  cannot  explain  why  the  le- 
gillator  fhould  not  have  given  the  favages,  whom 
he  collected  together,  fome  notions  of  writing, 
though  he  fhould  not  himfelf  have  been  able  to 
read  ?  Or  why  he  fhould  not  have  taught  them  fe- 
veral  of  our  arts  and  methods  of  doing  things,  and 
inftrudted  them  in  certain  tenets  of  his  religion  ? 
Either  it  was  not  an  European  who  founded  the 
throne  of  the  Incas,  or  we  muft  neceflarily  be- 
lieve, that  the  veiTel  of  his  anceftors  was  wrecked 
on  the  coaft  of  America,  at  an  aera  fo  remote, 
that  the  fucceeding  generations  muft  have  for- 
gotten all  the  cuftoms  of  the  place  from  whence 
they  fprang. 

The  legiflators  announced  themfelves  to  be 
children,  fent  by  their  father  to  make  men  good 
and  happy.  They  certainly  thought,  that  this 
prejudice  would  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people 
whom  they  meant  to  civilize,  would  elevate  their 
courage,  and  infpire  them  with  greater  love  for 
their  country,  and  with  more  complete  fubmilfion 
to  the  laws. 

It  was  to  a  fet  of  naked  and  wandering  men, 
without  agriculture,  without  induftry,  without 
any  of  thofe  moral  ideas  that  are  the  lirft  ties  of 
fociety,  that  their  difcourfes  were  addrefled.  Some 
of  thefe  barbarians,  who  were  imitated  by  others, 
aflembled  round  the  legillators  in  the  mountainous 
country  of  Cufco. 

2  Manco 
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BOOK      Manco  taught  his  new  fubjeds  to  fertilize  the 
^^^-     earth,    to   fow   corn    and  pull'e,  to  wear  clothes, 

'  ^'  ^and  to  provide  dwelling-places  for  themfelves. 
Ocello  rhewed  the  Indian  women  how  to  fpin,  to 
weave  cotton  and  wool ;  and  inftruded  them  in 
all  the  occupations  fuitable  to  their  fex,  and  in  all 
the  arts  of  domeftic  oeconomy. 

The  ftar  of  fire,  which  difpels  the  darknefs 
that  covers  the  earth,  which  draws  the  curtain  of 
the  night,  and  fuddenly  difplays  to  the  eyes  of 
aflonifhed  man,  the  moft:  extenfive,  the  mod  au- 
pufl,  and  the  mod  pleafmg  of  all  fcenes;  which  is 
laluted  at  it's  rifmg  by  the  chearfulnefs  of  ani- 
mal?, by  the  melody  of  birds,  and  by  the  hymn  of 
the  being  that  is  endowed  with  the  faculty  of 
thinking;  which  advances  majeflically  above  all 
their  heads ;  which,  in  it's  progrefs  through  the 
regions  of  the  iky,  traverfes  an  immenfity  of  fpace ; 
which,  when  it  fcts,  plunges  the  univerfe  again 
into  filence  and  melancholy  ;  which  diftinguifhes 
the  fcafons  and  the  climates ;  which  colleds  ancj 
•  dilTipaies  the  ftorms;  which  lights  up  the  thun- 
der, and  extinguifhes  it-,  which  pours  upon  the 
fields  the  rains  that  fertilize  them,  and  upon  the 
forerts,  thofe  that  noi^rifh  them  ;  which  animates 
every  thing  by  it's  warmth,  embellilhes  every 
thing  by  it's  prefcnce,  and  the  privation  of  which 
produces  in  all  parts  a  ftate  of  languor  and  anni- 
hilation ;  the  fun,  in  a  word,  was  the  God  of  the 
Peruvians;  and  indted  what  being  is  there  in  na- 
ture more  worthy  of  the  homage  of  the  ignorant 
man,  who  is  dazzled  with  it's  fplendour,  or  of 
the  grateful  man,  on  whom  it's  benefits  are  la- 
vished ?  The  worlhip  of  the  fun  was  accordingly 
inflituted.  Tempks  were  built  to  this  deity,  and 
human  facrificts  were  abolifhtd.  Tht  defcend- 
ants  of  the  legiflators  were  the  only  priefts  of  the 
}\ation. 

The 
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The  laws  pronounced  the  pain  of  death  againftB  O  O  K 
murder,  theft,  and  adultery.  Few  other  crimes  ^_J^^J;^ 
were  treated  with  the  fame  feverity.  Polygamy 
was  prohibited.  No  one  was  allowed  to  have 
concubines  except  the  emperor,  and  that  becaufe 
the  race  of  the  fan  could  not  be  too  much  multi- 
plied. Thefe  concubines  were  fele6ted  from 
among  the  virgins  confecrated  to  the  temple  of 
Cufco,  who  were  all  of  his  own  race. 

A  MOST  wife  inftitution  enjoined  that  a  young 
man,  who  fhould  commit  a  fault,  fhould  be 
nightly  punifhed  ;  but  that  his  father  fhould  be 
refponfible  for  him.  Thus  it  was  that  found  mo- 
rals were  always  inculcated  by  a  good  educ:^- 
tion. 

There  was  no  indulgence  for  idlenefs,  which 
was  confidered,  with  reafon,  as  the  fource  of  all 
crimes.  Thofe,  who  from  age  and  infirmities 
were  rendered  unfit  for  labour,  were  maintained 
at  the  public  charge  •,  but  on  condition  that  they 
Ihould  preferve  the  cultivated  lands  from  the 
birds.  All  the  citizens  were  obliged  to  make 
their  own  clothes,  to  raife  their  own  dwellings, 
and  to  fabricate  their  own  inflruments  of  agri- 
culture. Every  feparate  family  knew  how  to  fup- 
ply  it's  own  wants, 

The  Peruvians  were  enjoined  to  love  one  an- 
other, and  every  circumftance  induced  them  to  ir. 
Thofe  common  labours,  which  were  always  en- 
livened by  agreeable  fongs ;  the  object  itfelf  of 
thefe  labours,  which  was  to  alfift  every  one  who  had 
occafion  for  fuccour ;  that  apparel  that  was  made 
by  young  women  devoted  to  the  worfliip  of  the  Am, 
and  diftributed  by  the  emperor's  officers  to  th<^ 
poor,  to  the  aged,  and  to  orphans  ;  that  union 
which  mud  ncceiTarily  reign  in  the  decuries,  where 
every  one  was  mutually  infpired  with  refpett  for 
the  laws,  and  with  the  love  of  virtue,  becaufe  the 

punilV 
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BOOK  punifhmcnts,  that  were  inflided  for  the  faults  of 
yVL^  o-.c  i:  dividual  fell  on  the  whole  body;  thar  cuftom 
of  regarding  each  other  as  members  of  one  fmglc 
family,  which  was  the  empire;  all  thefe  circum- 
llanccs  united,  maintained  among  the  Peruvians 
concord,  benevolence,  patriotifm,  and  a  certain 
public  fpirit ;  and  contributed,  as  much  as  pof- 
iible,  to  fubrtitute  the  mod  kiblimeand  amiable 
virtues,  in  lieu  of  perfonal  intereft,  of  the  fpirit 
of  property,  and  of  the  ulual  incentives  employed 
by  other  legiflaiors. 

These  virtues  were  rewarded  with  marks  of 
diftirction,  as  much  as  if  they  had  been  fervices 
rendered  to  the  country.  Thofe  who  had  figna- 
lized  thcmfelves  by  an  exemplary  condud,  or  by 
any  di'-tinguilliwd  anions  of  advantage  to  the 
public  good,  wore,  as  a  mark  of  ornament, 
clcthes  wrought  by  the  family  of  the  Incas.  It  is 
very  probable  thar  thofe  ftatues,  which  the  Spa- 
niards pretended  that  they  found  in  the  temples  of 
ihc  fun,  and  which  they  took  for  idols,  were  the 
ilatucs  of  men,  who,  by  the  greatnefs  of  their 
talents,  or  by  a  life  leplete  with  illuftrious  adions, 
had  merited  the  homage  or  love  of  their  fellow- 
citizer.s. 

Thesf.  great  men  were  alfo  ufually  the  fubjeds 
of  poems  compofed  by  the  family  of  the  Incas  for 
the  inftruciion  of  the  people. 

There  was  ar.other  fpecies  of  poetry  conducive 
to  molality.  At  Cufco,  and  in  all  the  other  towns 
of  Peru,  tragedies  and  comedies  were  performed. 
The  fiift  were  lcflb:^.s  of  duty  to  the  prielb,  war- 
riors, judges,  and  perlbns  of  dilliiiCtion,  and  rc- 
prefenied  to  them  models  of  public  virtue.  Co- 
medies fcrved  for  inflruction  to  perfons  of  inferior 
rank,  and  taught  them  the  exercife  of  private  vir- 
tues, and  even  of  domeftic  occonomy. 

Th5 
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The  whole  ftate  was  diftributed  into  decuries,B  00  K 
with  an  officer  that  was  appointed  to  fuperintend 
ten  famihes  that  were  intrufted  to  him.  A  fu- 
perior  officer  had  the  fame  infpedlion  over  fifty 
families;  others  over  a  hundred,  five  hundred,  and 
a  thoufand. 

The  decurions,  and  the  other  fuperintending 
officers,  up  to  the  fuperintendant  of  a  thoufand, 
were  obliged  to  give  an  account  to  the  latter  of  all 
adions  whether  good  or  bad,  to  folicit  punifh- 
ments  and  rewards  for  each,  and  to  give  informa- 
tion if  there  were  any  want  of  provifions,  clothes, 
or  corn,  for  the  year.  The  fuperintendant  of  a 
thoufand  made  his  report  to  the  minifler  of  the 
Inca. 

He  had  feldom  any  caufe  of  complaint  againft 
the  part  of  the  nation  intrufted  to  his  care.  In  a 
country,  where  ail  the  laws  were  thought  to  be 
prefcribed  by  the  fun,  and  where  the  leaft  infringe- 
ment of  them  was  confidered  as  a  facrilege,  thefe 
tranfgreffions  muft  have  been  very  uncommon. 
When  fuch  a  misfortune  happened,  the  guilty  per- 
fons  went  of  their  own  accord  to  reveal  their  moft 
fecret  faults,  and  to  folicit  permilTion  to  expiate 
them.  Thefe  people  told  the  Spaniards,  that  there 
never  had  been  one  man  of  the  family  of  the  In- 
cas  who  had  deferved  punifhment. 

The  lands  of  the  kingdom,  that  were  fuf- 
ceptible  of  cultivation,  were  divided  into  three 
parts,  one  appropriated  to  the  fun,  another  to  the 
Inca,  and  a  third  to  the  people.  The  firft  v/ere 
cultivated  in  common,  as  were  iikewife  the  lands 
of  orphans,  of  widows,  of  old  men,  of  the  in- 
firm, and  of  the  foldiers  who  were  with  the  army. 
Thefe  were  cultivated  immediately  after  the  lands 
appropriated  to  the  fun,  and  before  thofe  of  the 
emperor.  The  fcafon  of  this  labour  was  announce4 
by  feftivals  ;  it  was  begun  and  continued  with  the 

found- 
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BOOK  found  of  mufical  inflruments,  and  the  chanting  of 
_^'_J_    hymns. 

'  The  emperor  levied  no  tribute;  and  exaded 
nothing  from  his  fubjeds,  but  that  they  fhould 
cuhivate  his  lands;  the  whole  produce  of  which, 
being  dcpofited  in  public  magazines,  was  fufficient 
to  defray  all  the  expences  of  the  empire. 

The  lands  dedicated  to  the  fun  provided  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  priefts,  the  fupport  of  the 
temples,  and  of  every  thing  that  concerned  pub- 
lic worfhip.  They  were  partly  cultivated  by 
princes  of  the  royal  family,  clad  in  their  richeft 
habits. 

With  regard  to  the  lands  that  were  in  the  pof- 
fefl'ion  of  individuals,  they  were  neither  hereditary, 
nor  even  eflates  for  life  :  the  divifion  of  them  was 
continually  varying,  and  was  regulated  with  ftridt 
equity  according  to  the  number  of  perfons  which 
compofcd  every  family.  There  was  no  other 
wealth  but  what  arofe  from  the  produce  of  the 
fields,  the  temporary  enjoyment  of  which  was  all 
that  was  granted  by  the  ftate. 

This  cu (lorn  of  moveable  poflelTions  has  been 
univerlally  cenfured  by  men  of  underftanding.  It 
has  been  their  general  opinion,  that  a  nation  would 
never  rife  to  any  degree  of  power  or  greatnefs, 
but  by  fixed,  and  even  hereditary  property.  If 
it  were  not  for  the  firft  of  thefe,  we  fhould  fee  on 
the  globe  only  wandering  and  naked  lavages,  mi- 
fcrably  fubfilling  on  fuch  fruits  and  vegetables 
as  arc  the  fole  and  fcanty  produdion  of  rude 
nature.  If  it  were  not  for  the  fecond,  every  in- 
dividual would  live  only  for  himfelf;  mankind 
would  be  deprived  of  every  permanent  advantage, 
which  paternal  afftdtion,  tiie  love  of  a  family 
narrje,  and  the  inexprelhble  delight  we  feel  in  act- 
ing for  the  good  of  pofterity  urge  us  to  purfue. 
The  lyftem  of  fomc  bold  fpeculators,  who  have 

regarded 
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regarded  property,  and  particularly  that  fpecies  BOOK 
of  it  which  is  hereditary,  as  an  ufurpation  of,  ^^^' 
fome  members  of  fociety  over  others,  is  refuted 
by  the  fate  of  all  thofe  inftitutions  in  whicli  their 
principles  have  been  reduced  to  pradlice.  Thefe 
flates  have  all  fallen  to  ruin,  after  having  Ian- 
guifhed  for  fome  time  in  a  ftate  of  depopulation 
and  anarchy. 

If  Peru  hath  not  fhared  the  fame  fate,  it  is 
probably  becaufe  the  Incas,  not  knowing  the  ufe 
of  imports,  and  having  only  commodities  in  kind 
to  fupply  the  neceffities  of  government,  muft 
have  been  obliged  to  ftudy  how  to  multiply  them. 
They  were  afTifted  in  the  execution  of  this  prqjedt 
by  their  minillers,  by  inferior  officers,  and  by 
the  foldiers  themfelves,  who  received  nothing  but 
the  frui'S  of  the  earth  for  their  fubfiftence  and  the 
fupport  of  their  rank.  Hence  arofe  a  continual 
folicitude  to  increafe  thefe  produdions.  This 
attention  might  have  for  it's  principal  objedl  the 
introduction  of  plenty  into  the  lands  of  the  fo- 
vereign  ;  but  his  patrimony  was  fo  mixed  and  con- 
founded with  that  of  his  fubjedts,  that  it  was  not 
poiTible  to  fertilize  the  one  without  fertilizing  the 
other.  The  people,  encouraged  by  thefe  advan- 
tages, which  left  little  fcope  to  their  induftry, 
applied  themfelves  to  labours,  which  the  nature, 
of  their  foil,  of  their  climate,  and  of  their  con- 
fumptions,  rendered  very  eafy.  But  notvvith- 
ftanding  all  thefe  advantages ;  notwithftanding 
the  ever  adive  vigilance  of  the  magiflrate  ;  not- 
withftanding  the  certainty  that  their  harvelts 
would  never  be  ravaged  by  a  turbulent  neigh- 
bour; the  Peruvians  never  enjoyed  any  thing 
rnore  than  the  mere  neceffaries  of  life.  We  may 
venture  to  affert,  that  they  would  have  acquired 
the  means  of  diverfifying  and  extending  their  en- 
joyments, if  their  talents  had  been  excited  by  the 
I  intro- 
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B  o  o  K  introduction  of  rented,  transferable,  and  hcredita- 
^"-     ry  properiv. 

' — "^  The  Peruvians,  though  at  the  very  fource  of 

gold  and  filver,  knew  not  the  ufe  of  coin  They 
had  not,  properly  (peaking,  any  kind  of  com* 
mcrcei  and  the  more  minute  arts,  which  owe 
their  exiflence  to  the  immediate  wants  of  fecial 
life,  were  in  a  very  impcrfed  (late  ?mong  them. 
All  their  fcicnce  confined  in  memory,  all  their 
ii^duflry  in  example.  They  learnt  their  religion 
and  their  hiftory  by  hymn?,  and  their  duties  and 
profeflions  by  labour  and  imitation. 

Their  legiflation  was  undoubtedly  very  im* 
pcrfe(^  and  limited,  fmce  it  fuppofed  the  prince 
always  juft  and  infallible,  and  the  magiftrates 
pofTcfled  of  as  much  integrity  as  the  prince  ; 
fmce  not  only  the  monarch,  but  his  deputies,  a 
fuperintendant  of  ten,  of  a  hundred,  or  of  a  thou- 
fai^d,  might  change  at  pleafure  the  dcftination  of 
punifhments  and  rewards.  Among  fuch  a  people, 
deprived  of  the  ineflimnble  advantage  of  writing, 
t\\c  wifell  laws,  being  deflitute  of  every  principle 
of  flability,  mud:  infenfibiy  be  corrupted,  without 
there  Ixing  any  method  of  refloring  them  to  their 
primitive  chara<fter. 

Thp.  counterpoifc  of  ihefc  dangers  was  found  in 
their  abfolute  ignorance  of  gold  and  filver  coin  ; 
an  ignorance  which,  in  a  Peruvian  defpor,  rendered 
the  fatal  patnon  of  amnlTing  riches  impofl'ible.  It 
was  found  in  the  conftiuition  of  tiie  empire,  which 
had  fixed  the  amount  of  the  fovereign's  revenue, 
by  fettling  the  portion  of  lands  that  belonged  to 
him.  It  was  found  in  the  extremely  fmall  num- 
ber and  moderate  nature  of  the  wants  of  the 
people,  which,  being  eafily  gratified,  rendered 
ihem  happy  and  attached  to  the  government. 
It  was  found   in  the  influence  of  their  religious 
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opinions,  which  made  the  obfervation  of  their  lawsB  O  O  k 
a  matter  of  confcience.  Thus  was  the  defpotifm 
of  the  Incas  founded  on  a  mutual  confidence  be- 
tween the  (bvereign  and  the  people ;  a  confidence, 
which  refulted  from  the  beneficence  of  the  prince, 
from  the  conftant  protection  he  granted  to  all  his 
fubjeds,  and  from  the  evident  interelt  they  had  to 
continue  in  obedience  to  him. 

A  SPIRIT  of  pyrrhonifm,  which  hath  fucceeded 
to  a  blind  credulity,  and  hath  been  fometimes 
carried  to  unjuflifiable  lengths,  hath  for  fome  time 
endeavoured  to  raife  objections  to  what  has  been 
jufl  related  of  the  laws,  manners,  and  happine(«^ 
of  ancient  Peru.  This  account  hath  appeared  to 
fome  philofophers  as  chimerical,  and  formed  only 
by  the  naturally  romantic  imagination  of  a  few 
Spaniards.  But  among  the  deftroyers  of  this 
diflinguifhed  part  of  the  New  World,  was  there  a 
fingle  ruffian  fufficiently  enlightened  to  invent  a 
fable  fo  confiftent  in  all  it's  parts  ?  Was  there  any 
one  among  them  humane  enough  to  wifh  to  do  it, 
had  he  even  been  equal  to  the  tafk?  Would  he 
not  rather  have  been  reftrained  by  the  fear  of  in- 
creafing  that  hatred,  which  fo  many  cruelties  had 
brought  on  his  country  throughout  the  whole 
world.?  Would  not  the  fable  have  been  contra- 
didled  by  a  multitude  of  witneffcs,  who  would 
have  feen  the  contrary  of  what  was  publifhed 
with  fo  much  pomp .?  The  unanimous  teftimony 
of  cotemporary  writers,  and  of  their  immediate 
fucceffors,  ought  to  be  regarded  as  the  ftrongeft 
hiftorical  demonftration  that  can  poflibly  be 
defired. 

Let  us   therefore  no   longer   confider,  as  the 
offspring  of  a  wild  imagination,  this  account  of  a 
fucceflion  of  wife  fovertigns,  and  of  a   feries  of 
generations  among  mankind  exifling  without  re- 
proach. 
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K  proach.  Let  us  rather  deplore  the  fate  of  thefc 
people,  and  not  envy  them  the  fad  remembrance 
of  this  honour.  It  is  enough  to  have  deprived 
them  of  the  advantages  which  they  enjoyed,  with- 
out adding  the  bafcnefs  of  calumny  to  the  mean- 
nefs  of  avarice,  the  outrages  of  ambition,  and 
the  rage  of  fanaricifm.  It  is  to  be  wil"hed  that 
this  beautiful  acra  may  be  renewed,  fooncr  or  lat- 
er, in  fome  quarter  of  the  globe. 

We  Ihall  not  juftify  with  the  fame  confidence 
thofe  accounts,  which  the  conquerors  of  Peru 
publiflied  concerning  the  grandeur  and  magnifi- 
cence of  the  monuments  of  \ill  kinds  that  they  had 
found  there.  The  defire  of  adding  greater  luflre 
to  the  glory  of  their  triumphs  might  polfibly  mif- 
Icad  them.  Perhaps,  without  being  convinced 
ihcmfelvcb,  they  (ludicd  to  impofe  on  their  own 
country  and  on  foreign  notions.  The  firfl  telli- 
monies,  and  thofe  even  were  contradictory,  have 
been  invalidated  by  fucceeding  accounts,  and  at 
length  totally  deftroyed,  when  men  of  enlightened 
underllandings  had  vifited  this  celebrated  part  of 
the  new  hcmifphere. 

We  n)u(l,  therefore,  confider  as  fabulous  the 
leport  oi  tlia'i  prodigious  multitude  of  towns  built 
With  fo  much  labour  and  expcnce.  If  there  were 
(u  maiiy  fupcib  cities  in  Peru,  why  do  none  exift 
except  Culi:o  and  Quico,  befide  thofe  the  con- 
queror built  ?  Whence  comes  it  that  we  fcarce 
find  any  where,  except  in  the  vallies  of  Capillas 
and  of  Pacliacamac,  the  ruins  of  thofe  of  which 
fuch  exaggerated  defcriptions  have  been  pub- 
Iilhed  ?  The  people  mud  therefore  have  been  dif- 
perled  over  the  country  ^  and  indeed  it  was  im- 
p-iifiblc  it  fhould  have  been  otherwife  in  a  region 
where  there  were  neither  tenants,  nor  artifts,  nor 
merchams,    nor    great    proprietors,    and   where 
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tillage  was  the  fole  or  the  principal  occupation  of  B  o  O  k: 
all  men.  < 

We  mufl:  confider  as  fabulous  the  account  of 
thofe  majeftic  palaces,  deftincd  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  Incas,  in  the  place  of  their  refidence 
and  on  their  travels.  As  far  as  it  is  pollible  to 
judge  through  thole  heaps  of  ruins  which  have 
been  flirred  upfuch  an  infinite  number  of  times  by 
the  hand  of  avarice,  in  expedtation  of  finding 
treafures  among  them,  the  royal  manfions  had 
neither  majefty  nor  ornament.  They  differed 
only  in  extent  and  thicknels  from  the  ordinary 
buildings,  which  were  conftruded  with  reeds, 
with  wood,  with  compadted  earth,  and  with  rough 
ftones  without  any  cement,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  climate,  or  the  vicinity  of  the  materials. 

We  muft  confider  as  fabulous  the  relation  of 
thofe  fortified  places  which   defended  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  empire.     There  were  undoubtedly 
fome  of  thefe.     The  Lower  Peru  (till  prefents  us 
with  the  ruins  of   two  of   them   fituated  upon 
mountains,  the  one  conftrudted  with  earth,  the 
other  with   the  trunks  of  trees.     It  is  fuppofed 
that  they  were  furnifhed  with  ditches,  and  with 
three   walls,    one  commanding  the  other.     This 
was  fufficient   to   contain  the  conquered  people, 
and   to  check  the  incurfions  of  neighbours  that 
were  not  very  formidable.     But  thel'e  means  of 
defence  could  be  of  no  avail  againft  the  valour 
and  the  arms  of  the  Europeans.     Neither  were  tlie 
fortrelTes  of  the   Upper  Peru,   though    built   of 
ftone,  better  calculated   for  this  purpofe.     M.  de 
la  Condamine,  who  vilited,  with  that  fcrupulous 
attention    that    diftinguifhed    him,    the    fort    of 
Cannar,  which  is  the  bed  preferved,  and  the  moll 
conliderable  after  that  of  Cufco,  found  it  to  be  of 
very   Imall  extent,  and  only  ten   feet   high.     A 
people  who  bad  nothing  but  their  arms  to  aflift 

them 
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BOOK  them    in  carrying  or  dragging  the   mod  bulky 
^..Vi;.^  materials,  and  who  were  ignorant  of  the  ufe  of 
leavers  and  pullies,  could  not  poflibly  execute  any 
greater  defigns. 

We  muft  confider  as  fabulous  the  hiftory  of 
thofe  aqueduds  and  refervoirs  that  are  faid  to 
have  been  comparable  to  the  moft  magnificent 
monuments  of  the  fame  kind  tranfmitted  to  us 
from  the  ancients.  NecelVity  had  taught  the  Pe- 
ruvians to  dig  trenches  round  the  mountains,  and 
upon  the  llopes  of  hills,  and  canals  and  ditches 
in  the  valieyp,  in  order  to  make  their  lands  fruit- 
ful which  were  not  fertilized  by  the  rains,  and  to 
bring  water  for  their  own  ufe,  when  they  had 
never  thought  of  conflruding  wells  for  this  pur- 
pofe :  but  thefe  works  of  earth  or  dry  ftone  had 
nothing  remarkable  in  them  ;  nothing  that  could 
imply  the  flightcfl:  knowledge  of  hydraulics. 

We  mud  alfo  confider  as  fabulous  the  dil'play 
of  thofe  fuperb  roads  which  rendered  communi- 
cation fo  eafy.  The  great  roads  of  Peru  were 
nothing  more  than  two  rows  of  Hakes  difpofed  in 
a  line,  and  intended  for  no  other  purpofe  but  to 
point  out  the  way  to  travellers.  There  was  no 
road  of  any  coiifcquence,  except  that  which  bore 
the  name  of  the  Incas,  and  which  iravcrfed  the 
whole  empire.  This,  which  was  the  mod  beau- 
tiful monument  of  Peru,  was  entirely  deftroyed 
during  the  ci\  il  wars  of  the  conquerors. 

W'e  mufl  alio  confider  as  fabulous  what  has  been 
faid  of  thofe  bridges  which  are  fo  much  boaded 
of.  How  could  the  Peruvians,  who  were  ignorant 
of  the  method  of  condrutting  arches,  and  knew 
not  the  ufe  of  lime,  raife  done  bridges  ?  It  is 
certain,  however,  that  the  traveller  was  continu- 
ally dopped  in  his  pafHige  by  a  great  number  of 
torrents  he  met  with  among  ihefe  icgioiis.  To 
Qvcrcorae  this  great  obdacle,  k  was  coiurivcd  to 
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put  together  feven  or  eight  cables,  or  evefi  a  B  O  O  K 
greater  number  made  of  ofier,  to  fallen  them^_^^^' 
with  other  fmaller  cords,  to  cover  them  with  the 
branches  of  trees,  and  with  earth  ;  and  to  fix 
them  ftrongly  to  the  oppofite  banks.  Rivers  that 
were  larger  and  lefs  rapid,  were  crofTed  in  fmall 
failing  boats  which  tacked  about  with  celerity. 

We  muft  alfo  confider  as  fabulous,  the  wonders 
related  of  the  qnipos^  which  were,  among  the 
PeruvianE,  a  fubftitute  to  the  art  of  writing  that 
was  unknown  to  them.  Thefe  were,  as  it  hath 
been  faid,  regi'lers  made  of  cords,  in  which  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  knots  and  various  colours,  point- 
ed out  the  fadts,  the  remembrance  of  which  it 
was  either  important  or  agreeable  to  preferve  j 
thefe  records  were  kept  by  depofitaries  of  confi- 
dence appointed  by  public  authority.  It  might 
perhaps  be  rafh  in  us  to  affirm,  that  thefe  kinds 
of  hieroglyphics,  of  which  we  have  never  had 
any  but  obfcure  defcriptions,  could  not  polfibly 
throw  any  light  upon  pafl  events.  But,  when  we 
obferve  the  many  errors  that  infinuate  themfelves 
into  our  hiflories,  notwiihltanding  the  great  fa- 
cility of  avoiding  them,  we  fhall  fcarce  be  in- 
clined to  think,  that  annals  of  fo  fingular  a  nature 
as  thofe  we  have  been  mentioning,  could  ever 
merit  much  confidence. 

The  Spaniards  do  not  deferve  more  credit, 
when  they  tell  us  of  thofe  baths  that  were  made 
of  filver  and  gold,  as  well  as  the  pipes  that  fup- 
plied  them ;  of  thofe  gardens  full  of  trees,  the 
flowers  of  which  were  of  lilver  and  the  fruit  of 
gold,  and  where  the  eye,  being  deceived,  mif- 
took  art  for  nature;  of  thofe  fields  of  maize,  the 
items  of  which  were  of  lilver,  and  the  ears  of 
gold;  of  thofe  bafib-relievos,  in  which  the  herbs 
and  plants  were  fo  admirably  exhibited,  that  who- 
ever faw  was  tempted  to  gather  th^im  ;  of  thofe 
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B  o  O  K  drefles  covered  over  with  grains  of  gold  more 
2^1^^.^  delicate  than  the  feed  of  pearl,  and  the  workman- 
Chip  of  which  the  ablefl  artifts  of  Europe  could 
not  have  equalled.  We  ihall  not  (liy,  that  ihefe 
uorks  were  not  worthy  to  be  prefcrved,  becaufc 
they  never  have  been.  If  the  Greek  ftatuaries  in 
their  compofuions  had  only  employed  precious 
metals,  it  is  probable  that  few  of  the  capital  pro- 
du<ftions  of  Greece  would  have  reached  us.  But, 
if  we  may  judge  of  what  hath  perillied  by  what 
ftill  remains,  we  may  be  certain  that  the  Peru- 
vians had  made  no  progrefs  in  drawing.  The 
vafcs,  which  have  efcaped  the  ravages  of  time, 
may  ferve  as  a  fignal  proof  of  the  patience  of  the 
Indians;  but  they  will  never  be  confidered  as  mo- 
numents of  their  genius.  Some  figures  of  ani- 
mals, and  of  infefts,  in  mallive  gold,  which  were 
long  preferved  in  the  treafury  of  Quito,  were  not 
more  perfect.  We  cannot  any  longer  judge  of 
them;  for  thev  were  melted  down  in  174c,  in 
order  to  furnifh  fuccours  for  Carihagena,  that 
was  then  befieged  by  the  Englilli ;  and  there  was 
not  found  in  all  Peru  a  Spaniard  curious  enough  to 
purchafc  a  fmgle  piece  at  the  bare  weight. 

From  what  hath  been  faid,  it  appears  clearly, 
that  the  Peruvians  had  made  icarce  any  advances 
in  the  abftradt  fciences.  Mod  of  them  depend  on 
the  progrefs  of  the  arts,  and  thefc  again  on  acci- 
dents whicli  nature  produces  only  in  a  courfe  of 
ievcral  centuries,  and  of  which  the  grentelt  part 
are  loft  among  people  who  have  nu  intercourfe 
with  enlightened  nations. 

■  If  wc  reduce  all  thefe  accounts  to  the  fimplc 
•truth,  we  Ihall  find  that  the  Peruvians  had  arrived 
at  the  art  of  fufmg  gold  and  filver,  and  of  working 
them.  With  ihele  metals  they  made  ornamcnis, 
mod  of  which  were  very  thin,  for  the  arms,  for 
ihc  neck,  for  thenofe,  and  for  the  ears  ^  and  hollow 
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ftatnes,  all  of  one  piece,  which,  whether  they  were  BOOK 
carved  or  call  in  a  mould,  had  no  greater  degree  ,_2,!i!.^ 
of  thicknefs.  Vafes  were  feldom  made  of  theie 
rich  materials.  Their  ordinary  vafesvvereof  very 
fine  clay,  eafily  wrought,  and  of  the  fize  and  figuie 
adapted  to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were  def- 
tined.  Weights  were  not  unknou'n  among  them,  1 
and  fcales  are  difcovered  from  time  to  time,  the 
bafons  of  which  are  of  filver,  and  which  are  in  the 
iliape  of  an  inverted  cone.  Two  kinds  of  flone 
were  ufed  as  looking-glaiTes;  the  one  was  (oft,  the 
other  hard  ;  one  was  entirely  opaque,  the  other 
had  a  fmall  degree  of  tranfparency  ;  one  was  black, 
the  other  of  a  lead  colour  :  it  had  been  contrived 
to  give  them  a  fufficient  polifh  to  reflect  obje<fls. 
Wool,  cotton,  and  the  barks  of  trees,  were  woven 
by  thefe  people  into  a  cloth  more  or  lefs  compadt, 
and  more  or  lefs  coarfe,  which  was  ufed  for  wear- 
ing-apparel, and  of  which  houfehold  furniture  was 
even  made.  Thefe  fluffs,  and  cloths,  were  dyed 
black,  blue,  and  red,  by  means  of  the  arnotto, 
by  different  plants,  and  by  a  kind  of  wild  bean 
that  grows  in  the  mountains.  Their  emeralds 
were  cut  in  all  forts  of  forms.  Thofe  that  have 
been  often  taken  out  of  the  tombs,  moll  of  which 
are  in  elevated  fituations,  where  citizens  of  dif- 
tindlion  were  buried  with  whatever  they  poffefled 
that  was  rare,  prove  that  thefe  precious  flones  were 
more  perfect  here  than  they  have  been  found  to  be 
any  where  elfe.  Sometimes,  by  fortunate  chance, 
pieces  of  workmanfhip  are  difcovered  in  red  and 
yellovv  copper,  and  others  which  partake  of  both 
colours ;  from  whence  it  hath  been  concluded, 
that  the  Peruvians  were  acquainted  with  the  art  of 
mixing  metals.  One-  more  important  matter  is, 
that  this  copper  never  rufts,  and  never  colle(^s 
any  verdigreafe  -,  which  feeras  to  prove,  that  the 
Indians  mixed  Ibmething  in  the  preparing  of  it, 
•  D  :i  which 
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»^ 
BOOK  which  had  the  property  of  preferving  it  from  thcfe 
^^[^     fatal   incoiivc-nier.ces.     It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
~     the  ufefiil  art    of  tempering  it  in  this  manner  has 
been  loft,  eitlier  from  want  of  encouraging  the  na- 
tives of  the  country,  or  from  the  contempt  which 
the  conquerors  had  for  every  thing  that  had  no 
concern  with  their  pallion  for  riches. 

But  with  what  inltrnments  were  thefe  works 
executed,  among  a  people  who  were  unac- 
quainted with  iron,  which  is  looked  upon  with 
reafon  as  the  foundation  of  all  the  arts  ?  No- 
thing has  been  preferved  in  the  private  houfes, 
nor  hath  any  thing  been  difcovered  among  the 
public  monuments,  or  in  the  tombs,  which  can 
give  information  fufficicnt  to  folve  this  problem. 
Perhaps  the  hammers  and  mallets  that  were  ufed, 
were  made  of  fome  fubflance  that  time  may  have 
cither  deflroyed  or  disfigured.  If  wc  will  not 
admit  of  this  conjedlure,  we  mufl  conclude,  that 
all  the  workmanfhip  was  executed  with  thofe 
hatchets  of  copper,  which  alfo  ferved  the  people 
for  arms  in  battle.  In  this  cafe,  labour,  time, 
and  patience,  mud  have  fupplied  among  the  Pe- 
ruvians the  deficiency  of  tools. 

It  was  alfo,  perhaps,  with  hatchets  of  copper  or 
flint,  and  by  inceflant  fridion,  that  they  contriv- 
ed to  cut  flones,  to  fquare  them,  to  make  them 
anfwer  to  each  other,  to  give  them  the  fame  height, 
and  to  join  them  without  cement.  Unfortunately 
thefe  inllruments  had  not  the  fame  effe(fl  on  wood, 
as  they  havi  upon  ftone.  Thus  it  happened  that 
the  fame  men  who  fhaped  the  granite,  and  who 
drilled  the  emerald,  never  knew  how  to  join  tim- 
ber by  moriiies,  tenons,  and  pins-,  it  was  faftcii- 
ed  to  the  walls  only  by  rufhes.  The  mofl  re- 
markable buildings  had  only  a  covering  of  thatch, 
fupportcd  by  pules,  like  the  tents  of  our  armies. 
They  had  but  one  floor,  and  no  light  except  by 
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the  entrance,  and  they  confided  only  of  detached  BOOK 
apartments,  that  had  no  communication  with  each  ^__2^^J_;.^ 
other. 

But   whatever  were  the   arts  which   the  Spa- 7^,^  ^"^ 
niards  found  in  the  country  of  Peru,  thefe  Barba-i^eJII'^s"^ 
rians   were  no  fooner  mafters  of  this  vaft  empire,  epochaof 
than  they  difputed  the  fpoils  of  it  with  all  the  rage  [Jjo^^J'''^ 
which  their  firft  exploits  announced.     The  feeds  contefis 
of  thefe  divifions  had  been  fown  by  Pizarro  him- J^^^^'*^" 
fclf,  who,  when  he  went  into  Europe  to  prepare "" '^^"~ 
for  a  fecond  expedition  into  the  South  Seas,  had 
prevailed  upon  the   miniflry  to  give   him  a  great 
fuperiority  over  Almagro.     The  facrifice  of  what 
he   had  obtained  from  a  temporary  favour,  had 
contributed    to  reconcile  him  with  his  colleague, 
who  had  beenjuftiy  iiicenfed  at  this  perfidy;  but 
the  divifion  of  Ataballpa's   ranfom  irritated  again 
thefe  two  haughty  and  rapacious  robbers.     A  dif- 
pute,  which  arofe  concerning  the  limits  of  their  re- 
fpe(flive  governments,   completed  their  animofity, 
and   this  extreme  hatred   was  attended  with  the 
mofl:  deplorable  confcquences. 

Civil  wars  ufually  originate  in  tyranny  and 
anarchy.  In  a  ftate  of  anarchy  the  people  divide 
themfelves  into  fmall  parties.  Eacli  petty  facflion 
hath  it's  demagogue;  each  hath  it's  pretcnlions, 
be  they  wife  or  extravagant,  unanimous  or  contra- 
dictory, without  their  being  known.  A  number  of 
confufed  clamours  arife.  The  firft  flroke  is  followed 
by  a  thoufand  others;  and  the  people  deftroy 
each  odier  without  liflening  to  reafon.  Private 
interefts  and  perfonal  animofiiies  prolong  the  du- 
ration of  the  public  troubles  ;  and  men  do  not 
come  to  explanations  'till  after  they  are  tired  with 
carnage,  Under  the  influence  of  tyranny,  there 
are  fcarce  ever  more  than  three  parties,  that  of  the 
court,  that  of  the  oppofition,  and  that  of  indif- 
ferent perfons ;  thefe  are  indeed  luke-warm  citi- 
zens, 
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BOO  Kzens,  but  fometimes  of  great  f:rvice  by  their  im- 
^"  partiality,  and  by  the  ridicule  they  caft  upon  the 
other  two  parlies.  In  a  (late  of  anarchy,  when 
tranquillity  is  reftored,  the  life  of  every  individual 
is  fafe  J  under  that  of  tyraniTy,  tranquillity  is  fol- 
lowed by  the  death  of  feveral  individuals,  or  of 
one  only. 

Though  the  interefts  which  divided  the  chiefs 
of  the  Spaniards  were  not  of  fuch  importance,  yet 
t'c  r  effccf^s  were  equally  terrible.  After  Ibme 
uegociations,  diflioncfl  at  leafl  on  one  part,  and 
coniequently  uftlels,  recourfe  was  had  to  the 
fword,  in  order  to  determine  which  of  the  two 
competitors  fhould  govern  the  whole  of  Peru. 
On  the  6ih  of  April,  1538,  in  the  plains  of  Sa- 
lines, not  far  from  Cufco,  fate  decided  againll 
Almagro,  who  was  taken  prifoner  and  beheaded. 

Thosk  of  his  partifans  who  had  efcaped  the 
carnage,  would  willingly  have  reconciled  them- 
felvcs  with  the  conquering  party.  But  whether 
Pizarro  did  not  choofe  to  truft  the  foldiers  of  his 
rival,  or  whether  he  could  not  overcome  a  re- 
fentment  that  was  loo  deeply  rooted,  it  fs  certain 
that  he  always  flicwed  a  remarkable  averfion  for 
them.  They  were  not  only  excluded  from  all  the 
favours  that  were  profuftly  lavilhed  upon  the  ac- 
quifiiion  ot  a  great  empire-,  but  they  were  alfo 
(Iript  ot  the  rewards  formerly  granted  for  their 
fervicesi  they  were  perfecutcd,  and  expofed  to 
continual  mortifications. 

This  treatment  brought  a  great  number  of 
them  to  Lima.  There,  in  the  houfe  of  the  fon 
ol  their  general,  they  concerted  in  filcnce  the  de- 
ihudion  of  their  oppreflbr.  Nineteen  of  the  moft 
intrepid  went  our,  fword  in  hand,  on  the  26th  of 
Tunc,  1541,  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  which  in 
hot  countries  is  the  time  devoted  to  reft.  They 
penetrated,  without  oppofiiion,  into  the  palace  of 
I  Pizarro  j 
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Pizarroj  and  the  conqueror  of  fo  many  vaft  king-B  O  o  k 
doms  was  quietly  mallacred  in   the  center  of  a  .^J^'J^ 
town   that  he    had    founded,   and  the  inhabitants 
of  which  were  compofed  of  his  creatures,  his  fer- 
vants,  his  relations,  his  friends,  or  his  foldiers. 

Those  who  were  judged  mofl:  Hkely  to  revenge 
his  death,  were  murdered  after  him  :  the  fury  of  the 
aflallins  fpread  itfelf,  and  every  one  who  ventured 
to  appear  in  the  ftreets  and  in  the  fc]uares  was  re- 
garded as  an  enem}',  and  put  to  the  fword.  Inftant- 
ly  the  houfes  and  temples  were  filled  with  flaughter, 
and  prefented  nothing  but  mangled  carcafes.  The 
fpirit  of  avarice,  which  induced  them  to  confider 
the  rich  merely  asparrifans  of  the  old  government, 
was  ftill  more  furious  than  that  of  hatred,  and  ren- 
dered it  more  atlive,  more  fufpicious,  and  more 
implacable.  The  reprefentaiion  of  a  place  taken 
by  affault  by  a  barbarous  nation,  would  commur.i- 
cate  but  an  imperfedl  idea  of  that  fpedacle  of  hor- 
ror which  thefe  ruffians  now  exhibited,  who  wreft- 
ed  from  their  accomplices  the  booty  of  which  they 
had  fruflrated  them. 

This  cruel  maffacre  was  followed  by  enormities 
of  another  kind.  The  foul  of  young  Almagro 
feems  to  have  been  formed  for  tyranny.  Every 
one  who  had  been  in  employment  under  the  ad- 
verfary  of  his  family  was  inhumanly  profcribed. 
The  ancient  magiftrates  were  depofed.  The  troops 
were  put  under  the  command  of  new  officers. 
The  royal  treafury,  and  the  wealth  of  tliofe  who 
perifhcd  or  were  abfent,  were  feized  upon  by  the 
ufurper.  His  accomplices,  attached  to  his  for- 
tune by  being  partakers  of  his  crimes,  were  forced 
to  give  their  fupport  to  undertakings  which  filled 
them  with  horror.  Thofe  aniong  them  who  (uf- 
fered  their  uneafniefs  at  thefe  proceedings  to 
tranfpire,  were  either  put  to  death  in  private, 
&i  f  erillied  on  a  fcaffold.     During  the  corjfufion, 

in 
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B  O  O  K  in  vUiich  a  revolution  (a  unexpeded  had  plunged 
^^'      Pctu,  fevera!    provinces  lubmitted   to  this  mon- 

^^'^  ^  fter,  who  caiifcd  himfclf  to  be  proclaimed  gover- 
nor in  the  capital :  and  he  marched  into  the  heart 
of  the  empire,  to  complete  the  rcdudion  of  every 
place  that  oppofed,  or  hefitaied  to  acknowledge 
him. 

A  MULTITUDE  of  ruffians  joined  him  on  his 
march.  His  army  breat!^ed  nothing  but  ven- 
geance and  plunder :  every  thing  gave  way  be- 
fore it.  If  the  military  talents  of  the  general 
had  tquallcd  the  ardour  of  his  troops,  the  war 
had  ended  here.  Unhappily  for  Almagro,  he 
had  loft  his  conductor,  John  de  Herrada.  His 
inexperience  made  him  fall  into  the  fnares  that 
were  laid  for  him  by  Pedro  Alvares,  who  had 
put  himftlf  at  the  head  of  the  oppofite  party.  He 
loft,  in  attemptiig  to  unravel  his  rival's  plots,  that 
time  which  he  ought  to  have  employed  in  fight- 
ing. In  il-iefe  circumftances,  an  event,  which  no 
or.e  could  have  forcfeen,  happened  to  change  the 
face  of  affairs. 

The  licentiate  Vafco  di  Caftro,  who  had  been 
fcnt  trom  Europe  to  try  the  murderers  of  old  Al- 
magro, arrived  at  Peru.  As  he  was  appointed  to 
aftiime  the  government  in  cafe  Pizarro  was  no 
more,  all  who  had  r.ot  fold  themfelve.s  to  the  ty- 
rant, haftcned  to  acknowledge  him.  Uncertainty 
and  jcaloufy,  which  had  for  too  long  a  time  kept 
them  difpcrled,  were  no  longer  an  obftacle  to 
their  re  union.  Caftro,  who  was  as  refolute  as  if 
he  had  grown  old  in  the  fcrvice,  did  not  fuffer 
their  impatience  to  languiOi,  but  inftantly  led 
ih.cm  againft  the  enemy.  The  two  armies  en- 
gaged at  Cliapas  on  the  i6th  of  September  1542, 
ard  fought  wuh  incxpreftible  obftinacy.  Vidory, 
after  having  wavered  a  long  time,  at  the  clofe  of 
the  day   decided   in   favour   of   the    government 

party. 
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party.  Thofe  among  the  rebels  who  were  mofl  BOOK 
guilty,  dreading  to  languifh  under  difgracefui 
tortures,  provoked  the  conquerors  to  murder  them, 
crying  out,  like  men  in  defpair,  //  was  I  who  killed 
Pizarro.  Their  chief  was  taken  pri loner,  and 
died  on  the  fcafFold. 

These  fcenes  of  horror  were  juft  concluded, 
when  Blafco  Nunnez  Vela  arrived  in  1544  at 
Peru,  with  the  title  and  powers  of  viceroy.  Tlie 
court  had  thought  to  inveft  their  rcprefentativc 
with  a  folemn  dignity  and  with  very  extenfive 
authority,  in  order  that  the  decrees  he  was 
commifTioned  to  eftabliHi,  fhould  meet  with  Icfs 
oppofition.  Thefe  decrees  were  intended  to  leflen 
the  opprefllon  under  which  the  Indians  were  funk, 
and  more  particularly  to  render  thefe  immenfe 
conquefts  ufeful  to  the  crown  :  let  us  examine 
whether  they  were  judicioufly  contrived  for  this 
purpofe. 

They  declared  that  fome  of  the  Peruvians 
fhould  be  free  from  that  moment,  and  the  reft  at 
the  death  of  their  opprelTors :  that  for  the  future 
they  fhould  not  be  compelled  to  bury  themfelves 
in  the  mines;  and  that  no  kind  of  labour  fhould 
be  exadted  from  them  without  payment ;  that 
their  public  labours  and  tributes  fhould  be  regu- 
lated ;  that  the  Spaniards  who  travelled  through 
the  provinces  on  foot,  fhould  no  longer  have 
three  of  thefe  wretched  people  to  carry  their  bag- 
gage;  nor  five  v/hen  they  went  on  horfeback : 
that  the  Caciques  fhould  be  freed  from  the  obliga- 
tion of  providing  the  traveller  and  his  fuite  wiih 
food. 

By  the  fame  regulations,  all  the  departments  or 
commandcries  of  the  governors,  of  the  officer:* 
of  juflice,  of  the  agents  of  the  treafury,  of  the 
bifhops,  of  the  monafteries,  of  the  hofpitals,  and 
pf  all  pcrfons  who  had  been    concerned  in  the 

public 
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BOO  K public  troubles,  were  to  be  annexed  to  the  do^ 
Ji^JJ[:^  mains  of  the  ftate.  The  few  lands  that  might 
belong  to  other  proprietors,  were  to  be  fubjec^  to 
the  fame  law,  after  the  prefent  pofTeflbrs  had  end- 
ed their  days,  let  their  life  be  long  or  Ihort  •,  and 
their  heirs,  their  wives,  or  their  children  were  to 
have  no  claim  upon  any  part  of  them. 

Before  fo great  a  revolution  had  been  attempted, 
would  it  not  have  been  more  proper  to  have  foften- 
cd  the  ferocious  manners  of  thefe  people,  to  have 
gradually  bent  to  the  yoke,  men  who  had  always 
lived  in  a  ftate  of  independence,  to  have  brought 
back  to  principles  of  equity  injuftice  itfelf,  to 
have  connedled  to  the  general  interefl:  thofe  who 
had  been  hitherto  influenced  by  private  interefts 
only,  10  have  made  cirizens  of  adventurers,  who 
had,  as  it  were,  forgotten  the  country  from  whence 
they  fpraiig  ;  to  have  ellablillied  properties  where 
the  law  of  the  flrongeft  had  before  univerfally 
prevailed;  to  have  made  order  arife  from  the 
midft  of  confufion;  and,  by  a  ftriking  contrail  to 
the  evils  which  had  jufl;  been  occafioned  by  anari- 
chy,  to  have  conciliated  attachment  and  reverence 
to  a  well  regulated  g<)vernment  ?  But  without  any 
of  tliefc  preliminary  fteps,  hov/  could  the  court 
of  Madrid  expci^t  luddenly  to  attain  the  end  they 
proix)fcd  ? 

Even  fuppofing  the  matter  public,  did  they  cm- 
ploy  a  proper  agent  to  effect  it  ?  At  any  rate,  it 
would  have  been  a  work  of  patience,  and  of  a 
conciliatory  difpofiiion  which  would  have  re- 
quired all  the  talents  of  the  moft  confummate 
negociaior.  Did  Nuni^ez  poiTcfs  any  of  rhef;; 
advantages?  Nature  had  only  given  him  inte- 
grity, courage  and  firmnefs,  and  he  had  added  no- 
thing to  her  gifts.  VV^ith  thefe  virtues,  which  were 
almoft  defe(its  in  his  fituation,  he  began  to  fulfil 
his  commilfion,  without  any  regard  to  place,  to  per* 
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fons,  or  to  circumftances.    To  the  artonirhmentB  o  O  k 
with  which  the  people  were  at  firft  feized,  i'ucceed-  ^       ^" 
ed  indignation,  murmurs  and  fedition. 

Civil  wars  afTume  the  charader  tliat  diftin- 
guifhes  the  caufes  from  whence  they  fpring. 
When  an  abhorrence  of  tyranny  and  the  natural 
love  of  liberty  ftimulate  a  brave  people  to  takfc 
up  arms,  if  they  prove  vidlorious,  the  tranquiN 
lity  that  follows  this  tranfitory  calamity  is  an  aera 
of  the  greatefl  happinefs.  The  vigour,  which 
hath  been  excited  in  the  foul  of  every  individual, 
manifefls  itfelf  in  his  manners.  The  fmall  num- 
ber of  citizens  who  have  been  witnefles  and  in- 
ftruments  of  fuch  troubles,  poiTefs  more  moral 
flrength  than  the  mod  populous  nations.  Abilities 
and  power  are  united  ;  and  every  man  is  aftonidied 
to  find  that  he  occupies  that  very  place  which  na- 
ture had  marked  out  for  him. 

But  when  difTentions  proceed  from  a  corrupt 
fource ;  when  (laves  fight  about  the  choice  of  a 
tyrant  -,  when  the  ambitious  contend  in  order  to 
opprefs,  and  robbers  quarrel  for  the  fike  of  fpoil-; 
the  peace  which  terminates  thefe  horrors  is  fcarce- 
ly  preferable  to  the  war  which  gave  them  birth. 
Criminals  afTume  the  place  of  the  judges  who 
had  difgraced  them,  and  become  the  oracles  of 
thofe  laws  which  they  had  infuUed.  Men  ruinefi 
by  their  extravagances  and  debaucheries,  infult, 
with  an  overbearing  pomp,  thofe  virtuous  citizens 
whofe  patrimony  they  have  invaded.  In  this 
ftate  of  utter  confufion,  the  pallions  only  are 
attended  to.  Avarice  feeks  to  grow  rich  without 
any  trouble,-  vengeance  to  gratily  it's  refontmenrs 
without  fear,  iicentioufnefs  to  throw  off  every 
reftraint,  and  difcontent  to  occafion  a  tola!  fub- 
verfion  of  affairs.  The  phrenzy  of  carnage  \r, 
fucceeded  by  that  of  debauchery.  The  facred 
bed  of  innocence  or  of  marringe  is  polluted  with 

blood. 
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BOOK  blood,   aduUen',  and  brutal  violence.     The  fury 
^"-     of  the  inultirudc  rejoices  in  dcftroying  every  thing 
it  cannot  enjoy  ;  and  thu?  in  a  few  hours  perifh  the 
monuments  of  many  ccnturie?. 

If  fatigue,  an  entire  laflitude,  or  fome  fortunate 
accidents,  fulpend  thcfe  calamities,  the  habit  of 
wickednefs  and  murder,  and  the  contempt  of  laws, 
which  necefiarily  fubfills  after  fo  much  confufion, 
is  a  leaven  ever  ready  to  ferment.  Generals  who  no 
longer  have  any  command,  licentious  foldiers  with- 
out pay,  and  the  people  fond  of  novelty  in  hopes  of 
changing  their  flate  for  a  better ;  this  fituation  of 
things,  and  thefe  means  of  confufion,  are  always 
in  readinefs  for  the  firft:  fadious  perfon  who  knows 
how  to  avail  himfelf  of  them. 

Such  was  the  difpofition  of  the  Spaniards  iu 
Peru,  when  Nunnez  attempted  to  carry  into  exe- 
cution the  orders  he  had  received  from  the  old 
hemifpliere.  He  was  immediately  degraded,  put 
in  irons,  and  banifhed  to  a  defert  illand,  where  he 
was  to  remain  till  he  was  conveyed  to  the  mother- 
country. 

Gonzales  Pizarro  was  then  returned  from  a 
hazardous  expedition,  which  had  carried  him  as 
far  as  the  river  of  the  Amazons,  and  had  em- 
ployed him  long  enough  to  prevent  him  from 
taking  a  part  in  thofe  revolutions  which  had  fo 
rapidly  fucceeded  each  other.  The  anarchy  he 
found  prevailing  at  his  return,  infpired  him  with 
the  idea  of  feizing  the  fupreme  authority.  His 
fame  and  his  forces  made  it  impolfihle  that  this 
Oiould  be  rcfufed  him  j  but  his  ufurpation  was 
marked  with  fo  many  enormities,  that  Nunnez 
was  regretted.  He  was  recalled  from  exile,  and 
foon  collected  a  fufficient  number  of  forces  to  en- 
able him  to  t4ke  the  field.  Civil  commotions  were 
then  renewed  with  extreme  fury  by  both  parties. 
No  quarter  was  afkcd  or  given  on  either  fid?. 
The  Indiaris  were  forced  lo  take   part   in  this,  as 

they 
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rhey  had  done  in  the  preceding  wars ;  fome  ranged  BOOK 
themfelves  under  the  ftandard  of  the  viceroy,  ^^^' 
others  under  the  banners  of  Gonzales.  They 
dragged  up  the  artillery,  levelled  the  roads,  and 
carried  the  baggage.  After  a  variety  of  advan- 
tages for  a  long  time  alternately  obtained,  fortune 
at  length  favoured  the  rebellion  under  the  walls  of 
Quito,  in  the  month  of  January,  in  the  year  1545. 
Nunnezand  the  greateft  part  of  his  men  weremaf- 
facred  on  that  day. 

PiZARRo  took  the  road  of  Lima,  where  they 
were  deliberating  on  the  ceremonies  with  which 
they  fhould  receive  him.  Some  officers  wifhed 
that  a  canopy  Ihould  be  carried  for  him  to  march 
under,  after  the  manner  of  kings  Others,  v.'ith 
adulation  ftill  more  extravagant,  pretended  that 
part  of  the  walls  of  the  tov/n,  and  even  feme 
houfcs,  muft  be  pulled  down ;  as  v/as  the  cuftom 
at  Rome,  when  a  general  obtained  the  honours 
of  a  triumph.  Gonzales  contented  himfeif  with 
making  his  entrance  on  horfeback,  preceded  by  his 
lieutenants,  who  marched  on  foot.  Four  billiops 
accompanied  him,  and  he  was  followed  by  the  ma- 
gift  rates.  The  ftreets  were  ftrewn  with  flowers, 
and  the  air  refounded  \viih  the  noile  of  bells  and 
various  mufical  iaftruments.  This  homage  totally 
turned  the  head  of  a  man  naturally  haughty,  and 
of  confined  ideas.  He  fpoke  and  atfted  in  the  mod 
defpotic  manner. 

Had  Gonzales  pofTefTed  judgment  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  moderation,  it  would  have  been  pol- 
fible  for  him  to  render  himfeif  independent.  The 
principal  perfons  of  his  party  wilhed  it.  The  ma- 
jority would  have  viewed  this  event  with  indiffe- 
rence, and  the  reft  would  have  been  obliged  to 
confent  to  it.  Blind  cruelties,  infatiable  avarice, 
and  unbounded  pride,  altered  thefe  difpofitions. 
Even  the  perfons  whofe  interefts  were  more  con- 
nected 
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BOOR  ncatd  with  thofe  of  the  tyrant,  wifhed  for  a  de- 


vil,     iivercr. 


An  aged  Such  a  deliverer  arrived  from  Europe  in  the 
prictt  at  pcrlon  of  Pedro  de  la  Galea.  He  was  a  pried 
kngthp-jf*  advanced  in  years,  but  prudent,  difintcrefted,  firm, 
thcrfiuiion  and  efpccially  endowed  with  an  acute  difccrnment. 
ofSpanifh  ^-jg  brought  no  troops  along  with  him  j  but  he  had 
Wood.  ^^^  intruded  with  unlimited  powers.  The  firft 
ufc  he  allowed  himfelf  to  make  of  them,  was  to 
publilh  a  general  amnifty  without  diftiudion  of 
perfons  or  crimes,  and  to  revoke  the  fevere  laws 
that  had  rendered  the  preceding  adminiftration 
odious.  This  fttp  alone  fecured  to  him  the  fleet 
and  the  mountainous  provinces.  If  Pizarro,  to 
whom  the  amnifty  had  been  particularly  ofl^ered 
with  every  tellimony  of  diftinttion,  had  accepted 
of  it,  as  he  was  advifed  to  do  by  the  moft  enlight- 
ened (>f  his  pariiluns,  the  troubles  would  have  been 
at  an  end.  The  habit  of  commanding  would  not 
fuft'er  him  to  defcend  to  a  private  ftation  ;  and  he 
had  rcccurfc  to  arms  in  hopes  of  perpetuating  his 
memory.  Without  lofing  a  moment,  he  advanced 
lowardb  Cufco,  where  la  Gafca  was  alFembling  his 
forces.  On  the  9th  of  April  1548,  the  battle  was 
begun  at  tlie  diilance  of  four  leagues  from  this 
place,  in  the  plaii^sof  Saefahuana.  One  of  the  re- 
bel general's  lieutenants,  feeing  him  abandoned  at 
the  fird  charge  by  his  bed  Ibldiers,  advifed  him, 
but  iii  vain,  10  throw  himfeif  into  the  enemy's  bat- 
talions, Hr.d  perifliiike  a  Roman  ;  but  this  weak 
hcadot  a  party  choi'c  rather  to  furrender,  and  end  his 
life  on  a  licaffoid.  Nine  or  ten  of  his  officers  were 
hanged  round  Inm.  A  more  difgraccful  fentence 
was  pronounced  agair.ft  Carvajal. 

This  coiifidani  of  Pi/arro,  who  in  all  the  ac- 
90unts  is  accukd  of  having  maffacred  with  his 
gwn  hand  four  hundred  men,  of  having  lacri- 
ftccd,  by  niear.i  of  Ins  agents,  more  than  a  ihou- 
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fand  Spaniards,  and  of  having  deftroyed  more  B  O  o  K 
than  twenty  thoufand  Indians  through  excels  ot  ,^__J[^^_^ 
labour,  was  one  of  the  moft  aftonilhing  nien  ever 
recorded  in  hiftory.  At  a  time  when  the  minds 
of  all  men  were  elevated,  he  difplayed  a  degree 
of  courage  which  could  never  admit  of  a  com- 
parifop.  He  remained  always  faithful  to  the 
caufe  he  had  engaged  in,  although  the  cuftom  of 
changing  ftandards  according  to  circumflanccs, 
was  then  univerfally  prevalent.  He  never  forgot 
the  moft  trifling  fervice  that  had  been  rendered 
him,  while  thofe  v/ho  had  once  conferred  an 
obligation  upon  him,  might  afterwards  affront 
him  with  impunity.  His  cruelty  was  become  a 
proverb  ^  and  in  the  moft  horrid  executions  he 
ordered,  he  never  loft  any  thing  of  his  mirth. 
Strongly  addided  to  raillery,  he  was  appeafed 
with  a  jeft,  while  he  infulted  the  cry  of  pain,  which 
appeared  to  him  the  exclamation  of  cowardice  or 
weaknefs.  His  iron  heart  made  a  fport  of  every- 
thing. He  took  away  or  preferved  life  for  a  no- 
thing, becaufe  life  was  a  nothing  in  his  eftimation. 
His  paflion  for  wine  did  not  prevent  the  uncom- 
mon ftrength  of  his  body,  and  the  dreadful 
vigour  of  his  foul  from  maintaining  themfelves  to 
the  moft  advanced  time  of  life.  In  extreme  old 
age,  he  was  ftill  the  firft  foldier,  and  the  firft 
commander  in  the  army.  His  death  was  con- 
formable to  his  life.  At  the  age  of  eighty-four, 
he  was  quartered,  without  fhewing  any  remorfe 
for  what  was  paft,  or  any  iineafinefs  for  the 
future. 

Such  was  the  laft  fcene  of  a  tragedy,  every  aft 
of  which  hath  been  marked  with  blood.  Civil  wars 
have  always  been  cruel  in  all  countries  and  in  all 
ages ;  but  at  Peru  they  were  deftined  to  have  a 
peculiar  character  of  ferocity.  Thofe  who  ex- 
cited them,  and  thofe  who  engaged  in  them,  were 

moft 
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BOOK  mod  of  ihcm  adventurers  without  education  and 
^*"      of  mean  birth.     Avarice,  which  had  brought  them 

'  "^ —  into  the  New  World,  was  joined  to  other  paflions 
which  render  domeflic  difl'entions  fo  lafting  and 
fo  violent  All  of  them,  without  exception,  con- 
lidcred  the  chief  whom  they  had  chofen  merely 
as  a  partner  in  their  fortune,  whofe  influence  was 
only  to  extend  to  the  guidance  of  their  hoflilities. 
None  of  them  accepted  any  pay.  As  plunder 
and  confifcation  were  to  be  the  fruits  of  vidory, 
no  quarter  was  ever  given  in  adion.  After  the 
engagement  was  over,  every  rich  man  was  expofed 
to  informations;  and  there  were  nearly  as  many 
cuizens  who  pcriflitd  by  the  hands  of  the  exe- 
cutioner, as  by  thofe  of  the  foldiers  in  battle. 
The  gold  tliat  had  been  acquired  by  fuch  enor- 
mities, was  foon  exhaufled  by  the  meaneft  kind 
cf  intemperance,  and  the  mofl:  extravagant  luxury; 
and  the  people  returned  again  to  all  theexcellcs  of 
military  licence  that  knows  no  reftraint. 

Fortunately  for  this  opulent  part  of  the  new 
hemifplicre,  the  mod  feditious  of  the  conqueror?, 
and  of  thofe  who  followed  their  Heps,  had  perifh- 
cd  miferably  in  the  fevcral  events  that  had  fo  fre- 
quently fubvertcd  it.  Few  of  ihem  had  furvived 
the  troubles,  except  thofe  who  had  conftantly 
preferred  peaceable  occupations  to  the  tumult  and 
dangers  of  great  revolutions.  What  fl ill  remain- 
ed of  that  commotion  that  had  been  raifed  in  their 
minds  infenlibly  Tank  into  a  calm,  like  the  agita- 
tion of  waves  after  a  long  and  furious  tempeft. 
Then,  and  then  only,  the  Catholic  knigs  might  ; 
with  truth  (lile  themiclves  the  Ibvereigns  of  the 
Spaniards  fixed  in  Peru.  Lut  there  was  one  Inca 
flill  renuinir.g. 

This  legiiimatc  heir  of  fo  many  vaft  do- 
minions, lived  in  the  midft  of  the  mountain^  in  a 
lUie  of   indcpci^dencc.     Some   princefl'es  of   his 

family 
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family  who  had  fLibmitted  to  the  conquerors,  book 
abufed  his  inexperience  and  youth,  and  pre-,  ^^^  , 
vailed  upon  him  to  come  to  Lima.  The  ufurpers 
of  his  rights  carried  their  infolence  fo  far  as  to 
fend  him  letters  of  grace,  and  afligned  to  him 
only  a  very  moderate  domain  for  his  fubfiflence. 
He  went  to  hide  his  fhame  and  his  regret  in  the 
valley  of  Yucav,  where  at  the  expiration  of  three 
years,  death,  though  ftill  too  tardy,  put  an  end 
to  his  unfortunate  career.  An  only  daughter  who 
furvived  him,  married  Loyola ;  and  from  this  uni- 
on are  fprung  the  houfes  of  Oropefa  and  Alcanni- 
zas.  Thus  was  the  conquefl  of  Peru  completed 
towards  the  year  1560. 

When  the  Caflilians  had  firfl  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  this  empire,  it  had  an  extent  of  more 
than  fifteen  thoufand  miles  of  coaft  upon  the  South 
Sea,  and  in  it's  depth  it  was  bounded  only  by  the 
higheft  of  the  Cordeleirias  mountains.  In  lefs 
than  half  a  century,  thefe  turbulent  men  pufhed 
on  their  conquefts  eaftward  from  Panama  to  the 
river  Plata,  and  weflward  from  the  Chagre  to  the 
Oroonoko.  Although  the  new  acquifitions  were 
moft  of  them  feparated  from  Peru  by  terrible 
deferts,  or  by  people  who  obftinately  defended 
their  liberty,  yet  they  were  all  incorporated  with 
it,  and  fubmitted  to  the  fame  law,  even  down  to 
thefe  latter  times.  Let  us  take  a  review  of  thofe 
which  have  preferved  or  acquired  fome  degree  of 
importance;  and  we  fhall  begin  with  the  Darien. 

This   narrow  flip  of  land,  which  joins  South  Notions 
and  North  America  together,    is  fortified  by  aj°'^"^"" 
chain  of  high  mountains,  fufficiently  folid  to  refift  p.-ovince 
the  attacks  of  the  two  oppofite  feas.     The  country  '^^  Darien. 
is  fo  barren,  fo  lainy,  fo  unwholefome,  and  fo  full  -."Ser 
of  infedts,  that  the    Spaniards  in   all  probability  that  couh- 
would  never   have  thought  of   fixing  there,  had  ^'5''^°°^ 
they   not  found  at  Porio-Bdio   and  at   Panama,  rance'^ 
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BOO  K harbours  «-ell  cnlciilared  for  eftablifliing  an  eafy 
^"'  .communication  bctueen  the  Atlantic  and  the 
Southern  Ocf;in.  The  refl:  of  the  ifthmus  had  fo 
little  attradion  for  them,  that  the  feitlements  of 
Saint  Mary,  and  of  Nombre  de  Dios,  which 
had  at  firll  been  formed  there,  were  foon  anni- 
hilntcd. 

This  neglcd  determined,  in  1698,  twelve  hun- 
dred Scotch  to  go  there.  The  Company,  united 
for  this  enterprilc,  intended  to  gain  the  confi- 
dence of  the  few  fiivages  whom  the  fword  had 
not  deftroycd ;  to  arm  them  againft  a  people 
whofe  ferocity  they  had  experienced  ;  to  work 
the  mines  which  were  thought  more  valuable  than 
ihey  arc  ;  to  intercept  the  galleons  by  cruifes  Ikil- 
fully  conduced  i  and  to  unite  their  forces  with 
thofe  of  Jamaica,  with  fufficicnt  management  to 
acquire  the  fway  in  this  part  of  the  New  World. 

A  TROjECT  fo  alarming  d'fpleafed  the  court  of 
Madrid,  which  fcemed  determined  to  confilcate  the 
cft'cclsof  all  the  Englilli,  who  traded  with  fo  much 
advantage  in  their  dominions.  It  difpleafed  Louis 
Xl\^  who  offered  to  a  power  already  too  much  ex- 
haiirtcd,  a  fleet  fufticient  to  fruflrate  the  defign  :  it 
dilplealld  the  Dutch,  who  were  afraid  that  this 
new  company  would  one  day  divide  with  them  the 
fmii^gling  trade,  which  they  monopolized  in  thefe 
latitudes:  It  was  even  difpleafing  to  the  Britifh 
minillry,  who  forcfaw  that  Scotland,  growing  rich, 
would  u  illi  to  emerge  from  that  kind  of  dependence 
to  which  it's  poverty  had  hitherto  reduced  it.  This 
violci't  and  universal  oppofition  determined  King 
\\'illiam  to  revoke  a  permifhon  which  his  favourites 
had  extorted  from  him.  It  then  became  necelfary 
to  evacuate  the  golden  ifland  upon  which  this  co- 
lony had  been  placed. 

But  the  mere  apprehenfion  the  Spaniards  had 

felt  of  having  fuch  a  neighbour,  determined  therr^ 
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to  pay  more  attention  themfclves  to  a  countryBOOK 
which  they  had  always  hitherto  difdained.  Their  ^_J^^i:.^ 
millionaries  fucceeded  in  forming  nine  or  ten  vil- 
lages, each  of  which  contained  from  one  hundred 
and  fifty  to  two  hundred  favages.  Whether  from 
the  unfettlcd  difpcfiiion  of  the  Indians,  or  from 
the  oppreflion  of  their  guides,  thefe  riling  fettle- 
ments  began  to  fall  off  in  1716;  and  in  our  days, 
there  are  no  more  than  three  of  them  remaining, 
defended  by  four  fmall  forts  and  by  a  hundred 
foldiers. 

The    province   of  Carthngena   is  bordered  on  Extent, 
the  Weft  by  the  river  Darien,  and  on  the  Eaft  bv  "/'.'i^T'. 
that  ot  Magdalena.     The  extent  or   its  coaft  is  ficadons, 
fifty-three  leagues,   and    of  the  inland   countries  ^^'■'^°'''".' 
eighty-five.     The  arid  and  extrem.ely  high  moun-  on^man- 
tains  that  occupy  the  greatefl  part  of  this  vaft  "fr^,  ^nd 
fpace,  are  feparated  by  large  valleys,  well  watered  Jj^^^^"^ 
and  fertile.     The  dampncfs  and  exceflive  heat  ofgena. 
the  climate  prevent,  indeed,  the   corn,  the  oils, 
the  wines,  and  the  fruits  of  Europe  from  thriving 
there :    but   rice,    cnlTava,    maize,    cocoa,    fugar, 
and  all  the  produdions  peculiar  to  America,  are 
very  common.     But  cotton  is  the  only  article  cul- 
tivated for  exportation  •,  and  even  the  wool  of  tins 
is  fo  long,  and  fo   difficult  in  working,  that  it  is 
only  fold  for  the  lowed  price  in  our  markets,  and 
is  rejected  by  moil  of  the  manufadures. 

Bastidas  was  the  firft  European,  who,  in  1  f02, 
appeared  in  thefe  unknown  latitudes.  La  Cofa, 
Guerra,  Ojeda,  Vefputius,  and  Oviedo,  laiided 
there  after  him  :  but  the  people  whom  the'c 
plunderers  meant  to  enflave,  oppofcd  them  with 
iiich  firmnefs,  that  they  were  obhgcd  to  give  up 
all  thoughts  of  forming  a  fettlemeni  there.  At 
It-rgth  Pedro  de  Heridia  appeared  in  1527,  with 
a  force  fufficient  to  reduce  them.  He  buUt  and 
peopled  Carthagena. 

E  2  In 
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BOOK  In  1544,  ^o"^^  French  pirates  pillaged  the  new 
_vi"[_^  town.  Fcrty-one  years  after,  it  was  burnt  by  the 
'celebrated  Drake.  Pointis,  one  of  the  admirals 
of  Lewis  XIV.  took  it  in  1697  ;  ^^\^  by  his  cruel 
rapacity,  he  di (graced  the  arms  which  his  ambiti- 
ous mafter  wifhed  to  render  illuftrious.  The  Eng- 
lifh  were  difgracefully  obliged,  in  1741,  to  raifc 
the  fiegc  of  it,  though  they  had  undertaken  it  with 
twenty-five  fhips  of  the  line,  fix  fire-fliips,  two 
bomb-ketches,  and  as  many  land-forces  as  were 
fufficient  to  conquer  a  great  part  of  America. 
The  mifunderftanding  between  Vernon  and  Went- 
woith  ;  the  cabals  which  divided  the  army  and 
ihc  fleet;  a  want  of  experience  in  moft  of  the 
commanders,  and  of  fubordination  in  the  fubal- 
terns :  all  thefe  caufes  united  to  deprive  the  na- 
tion of  ihe  glory  and  advantage  it  had  flattered  it- 
felf  with,  from  one  of  the  mofl:  brilliant  armaments 
that  had  ever  been  difpatchcd  from  the  Britifll 
ports. 

After  fo  many  revolutions,  Carthagena  now 
fubfifts  in  fplcndour  in  a  peninfula  of  fand,  which 
is  joined  to  the  continent  only  by  two  narrow 
necks  of  land,  the  broadefl:  of  which  is  not  thirty- 
five  toifcs.  It's  fortifications  are  regular.  Nature 
has  placed  at  a  little  diftance  a  hill  of  a  tolerable 
height,  on  which  the  citadel  of  St.  Lazarus  hath 
been  built.  Thefe  works  are  defended  by  a  gar- 
rifon  more  or  lefs  numerous,  as  circumftances 
require.  The  town  is  one  of. the  bed  built,  the 
mofl:  regular  and  bcft  difpofed,  of  any  in  the  New 
World.  It  may  contain  twenty  five  thoufand 
fouls.  Of  this  number  the  Spaniards  form  the 
lixth  part;  the  Indians,  the  Negroes,  and  fevcral 
races  compofcd  of  mixtures  of  an  infinite  variety, 
make  up  the  remainder. 

Thise  mixtures  are  more  common  at  Cartha- 
gf  r.a  than  in  mofl.  of  the  other  Spanifli  colonies.    A 
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multitude  of  vagabonds  without  employment,  BOOK 
without  fortune,  and  without  recommendations,  ^^_J^}^ 
are  continually  reforting  to  this  place.  In  a  coun- 
try where  they  are  totally  unknown,  no  citizen 
can  venture  to  repofe  any  confidence  in  their  fer- 
vices ;  they  are  deftined  to  fubfiH:  wretchedly  on 
the  alms  of  the  convents,  and  to  lie  in  the  corner 
of  a  fquare,  or  under  the  portico  of  fome  church. 
If  the  affiitftions  they  experience  in  this  miferablc 
ftate  ihould  bring  fome  violent  difeafe  upon  them, 
they  are  commonly  ailifted  by  the  free  negro  wo- 
men, whofe  care  and  kindnefs  they  requite  by 
marrying  them.  Thofe  who  have  not  the  happi- 
nefs  of  being  in  a  fituation  dreadful  enough  to  ex- 
cite the  companion  of  the  women,  are  obliged  to 
take  refuge  in  the  country,  and  to  devote  them- 
felves  to  fatiguing  labours,  which  a  certain  nation- 
al pride,  and  ancient  cufloms,  render  equally  in- 
fupportablc.  Indolence  is  carried  fo  far  in  this 
country,  that  men  and  women  who  are  wealthy  fel- 
dom  quit  their  hammocks,  and  that  but  for  a  lit* 
tie  time. 

The  climate  mud  be  one  of  the  principal  caufes 
of  this  inadlivity.  The  heat  is  exceflive  and  almofl 
continual  at  Carthagena.  The  torrents  of  water, 
which  are  inceffandy  pouring  down  from  the 
month  of  May  to  November,  have  this  peculiari- 
ty, that  they  never  cool  the  air,  which,  however, 
is  fometimes  a  little  tempered  by  the  north  eaft 
winds  in  the  dry  feafon.  The  night  is  as  hot  as 
the  day.  An  habitual  perfpiration  gives  the  in- 
habitants the  pale  and  livid  colour  of  fickly  per- 
Ibns.  Even  when  they  are  in  perfect  health,  tliei.'- 
motions  partake  of  the  foftnefs  of  the  climate, 
which  evidently  relaxes  their  fibres.  This  indo- 
lence manifefls  itfelf  even  in  their  words,  which 
are  always  uttered  flowly,  and  with  a  low  voice. 
Thofe   who  come   hither  from  Europe  prefcrve 

their 
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BOOKthcir  frclh  cnnnplexions  and   pl-umpnefs  three  or 

^'^^      four  months:  but  they  afierwards  loP^  both, 
^"'^''"^      This  decay  is  the  forerunner  of  an  evil  dill 

mere  dreadful,  but  the  nature  of  which  is  little  i 
knowTi.  It  is  coTije(f^ured  that  fome  perfons  are 
aflfccl^d  with  it  from  catching  cold,  others  from 
irdigeHion.  It  manifefts  itfelf  by  vomiiings,  ac- 
companied with  fo  violent  a  delirium,  that  the 
patient  miift  be  confined,  to  prevent  him  from 
tearii'g  himldf  to  pieces.  He  often  expires  in 
the  midft  of  thefe  agitations,  which  feldom  la'l 
above  three  or  four  days.  A  lemonade  made  of  the 
iuice  of  the  opuntium,  or  Indian  fig,  is,  accord- 
ing to  Godin,  the  beft  fpecific  that  has  been  found 
againft  fo  fatal  a  difeafe.  Thofe  who  have  efcaped 
this  danger  at  ftrfl,  run  i;o  rifk  for  the  future. 
We  arc  aflbrcd  from  the  teftimony  of  men  of 
under  (landing,  that  even  upon  their  return  to 
Carth:igcna,  after  a  long  ablbnce,  they  have  no- 
thing lo  fear. 

The  town  and  it's  territory  exhibit  the  fpedaclc 
of  a  hideous  leprofy,  which  indifcriininatcly  attacks 
both  the  inhabitants  and  ftrangcrs.  The  philoPj- 
phers  who  have  attempted  to  aicribe  this  calamity 
to  the  eating  of  pork,  have  not  confidered  that 
nothing  of  a  fimikr  kind  is  Cticn  in  the  other  parts 
of  the  New  World,  where  this  kind  of  food  is  not 
Icfs  common.  To  prevent  the  progrefs  of  this 
diftcmper,  an  hcfpital  has  been  founded  in  the 
country.  Perfons  who  nie  fuppofed  to  be  attack- 
ed with  it,  are  fliut  up  here,  without  diftindion 
of  fex,  rank,  or  age.  The  benefit  of  fo  wife  an 
rflablifhment  is  loft  through  the  avarice  of  the 
governors,  who,  without  being  deterred  by  the 
danger  of  fpreading  the  difeafe,  fuller  the  poor  to 
go  in  and  out  to  beg.  Thus  it  is  that  the  number 
of  the  fick  is  lb  great,  that  the  inclofure  of  the< 
dwelling   IS  of  an   iii>mcnfe  extent.     Every  one 

there 
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there  enjoys  a  little  fpot  of  ground  that  is  marked  BOOK 
out  for  him  on  his  admiffion.  There  he  builds  an  .  "^  ^^■ 
abode  fuitable  to  his  fortune,  where  he  lives  in 
tranquillity  to  the  end  of  his  days,  which  are  often 
long,  though  unhappy.  This  diforder  fo  power- 
fully excites  that  pallion  which  is  the  ftrongefl:  of 
all  others,  that  it  has  been  judged  neceflary  to 
permit  marriage  to  fiich  as  are  afflicled  with  it. 
This  is,  perhaps,  increafing  the  paffion  by  in- 
creafmg  the  means  of  fatisfying  it.  Thefe  defires 
appear  to  be  irritated  by  the  very  gratification  of 
them,  they  increale  by  their  very  remedies,  and 
are  reproduced  by  each  other.  The  inconvenience 
of  beholding  this  ardent  difeafe  which  infecls  the 
blood,  perpetuated  in  the  children,  hath  gi\'en 
way  to  the  dread  of  other  diforders  that  are,  per- 
haps, chimerical. 

Let  us  be  allowed  to  form  a  conjedure. 
There  are  fome  people  in  Africa  that  are  fituated 
nearly  under  the  fame  latitude,  who  have  a  cuilom 
of  rubbing  the  body  with  an  oil  that  is  exprelTed 
from  the  fruit  of  a  tree  refembling  the  palm. 
This  oil  is  of  a  difagreeable  fmell :  but  befide  the 
property  it  has  of  keeping  off  infeds  which  are 
very  troublefome  under  this  burning  iT^y,  it  ferves 
to  make  the  fldn  pliable,  and  to  preferve,  or  re- 
ftore  to  that  organ  fo  elfential  to  life,  the  free 
exercife  of  the  office  for  which  nature  has  defign- 
cd  it;  it  alfo  quiets  the  irritation  which  drynefs 
and  aridity  mufl  bring  on  upon  the  I'kin,  which 
then  becomes  fo  hard,  that  all  kind  of  perfpira- 
tion  is  intercepted.  If  a  fimilar  method  were 
tried  at  Carthagena,  and  if  the  cleanlincls  which 
the  climate  requires  were  added  to  it,  perhaps 
this  leprofy  might  be  rellrained,  or  even  totally 
aboli  filed. 

Notwithstanding  this  difgulling  dirtemper, 
the  various  defects  of  an  inco:"i\  enient   a^'d  dan- 
gerous 
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BOO  Kgcrous  climate,  and  many  other  difagreeable  cir- 
^'"-  cumftances,  Spain  hath  always  (hewn  a  great 
'  predikdlion  tor  Carthagena,  on  account  of  it's 
harbour,  one  of  the  btft  that  is  known.  It  is 
two  leagues  in  extent,  and  hath  a  deep  and  excel- 
lent bottom.  There  is  not  more  agitation  there, 
than  on  the  mofl:  calm  river.  There  are  two 
channels  that  lead  up  to  it.  That  which  is  called 
Bocca-Grandc,  and  which  is  from  feven  to  eight 
hundred  toifes  in  breadth,  had  formerly  fo  little 
depth,  that  the  fmallefl:  canoe  could  with  difficulty 
pafs  through  ir.  The  ocean  hath  gradually  in- 
creafed  it's  depth  fo  much,  that  in  fome  partj 
twelve  feet  of  water  may  be  found.  If  the  revo- 
lutions of  time  lliould  bring  about  greater  alter- 
ations, the  place  would  be  expofed.  Accordingly, 
the  attention  of  the  court  of  Madrid  is  ferioufly 
engaged  in  confidering  the  means  of  preventing  ib 
great  an  evil.  Perhaps,  after  much  reflexion, 
no  fimpler  or  more  certain  expedient  will  be 
found,  than  to  oppofe  to  the  enemy's  fleets  a  dike 
formed  of  old  Hiips  filled  with  floncs  and  funk  in 
the  fea.  The  channel  of  Bocca  Chica  hath  been 
hitherto  the  only  one  pradicable.  This  is  fo 
narrow,  that  only  one  veffel  can  enter  at  once. 
The  Englifli,  in  1741,  having  dcflroycd  the  for- 
tifications that  defended  this  pafTage,  they  have 
been  fince  reflorcd  with  greater  (kill.  They 
were  no  longer  placed  at  the  entrance  of  the  gul- 
let, but  further  up  the  channel,  where  they  wili 
fecure  a  better  defence. 

At  the  time  that  thefc  countries  were  fuppliecj 
with  provifions,  by  the  well-known  method  of 
the  galleons,  the  velfcls  which  fct  out  from  Spain 
all  together,  failed  to  Carthagena  before  they  went 
to  Porto  B'.ilo,  and  vifited  it  again  on  their  re- 
turn to  Europe.  In  the  firft  voyage,  they  depo- 
fiied  the  mcrchandilc  that  was  necellary  for  the 

fupply 
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fupply  of  the  interior  provinces,  and  received  the  BOOK 
price  of  them  in  the  fecond.  When  fingle  (hips  ^^'' 
were  fubfticuted  to  thefe  monflrous  armaments, 
the  city  ferved  for  the  fame  kind  of  ftaple.  It  was 
always  the  point  of  communication  between  the 
Old  hemifphere  and  great  part  of  the  New.  From 
the  year  1-748  to  1753,  this  ftaple  was  only  vifitcd 
with  twenty-feven  ftiips  from  Spain  :  thefe,  in  ex- 
change for  the  merchandife  thty  had  brought, 
received  every  year,  9,357,806  livres  (iz),  in  gold  ; 
4,729,4^98  livres  (/'),  in  filver  ^  and  851,765  li- 
vres (r),  in  the  produce  of  the  country,  in  all, 
14,939,069  livres  {d). 

The  article  of  the  produce  of  the  countr}'';  was 
compofed  of  four  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
fcore  quintals  of  cocoa,  the  value  of  which  in  Eu- 
rope was509,76olivres(<f);of  five  hundred  and  eighty 
quintals  of  bark,  of  the  value  of  200, 8  80  livres  (f)'^ 
of  feventeen  quintals  of  vicuna  wool,  of  the  value 
of  12,474  livres  C^^;  of  one  quintal  and  a  half  of 
vanilla,  of  the  value  of  1 1,988  livres  {h) ;  of  ^tvtn 
quintals  of  lortoife  fhell,  of  the  value  of  4,698 
livres  (0;  of  fifteen  quintals  of  mother-of  pearl, 
of  the  value  of  1,701  livres  (/^);  of  fixteen  quintals 
of  balfam,  of  the  value  of  18,900  livres  (/);  of 
two  thoufand  and  thirty  quintals  of  a  fpecies  of 
Erafil  wood,  of  the  value  of  29,295  livres  (w); 
of  two  thoufand  one  hundred  Ikins,  with  the  hair 
on,  of  the  value  of  34,020  livres  («; ;  of  forty-two 
quintals  of  dragon's  blood,  of  the  value  of  2,389 
livres  (0)  -,  of  fix  quintals  of  balfam  of  capivi,  of 

(a)  389,9081.  I  IS.  8d.  {h)  197,0721.  8s.  4d. 

(0  35,49°1-  >4S-  24.  {d)  6i#,f6il.  13s.  ^d. 

(f)  21,2401.  los.  (7"j  8,3701. 

(g)  Si9l'  "SS.  {h)  499I.  los. 
('/)  195I.  15s.  (A)  71I.  7s.  6d. 

(/)  787I.   lOS.  {^m)   I,220l.    I2S.  6d. 

(«)  1,4171.  los.  (0)  J9!.  los.  lod. 

the 
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BOO  Kthe  value  of  2,700  livres  *  ;  of  feven  quintals  of 
^_^J^V!j^  farfaparilla,  of  the  value  of  972  livres  f  ;  of  one 
quintal  of  ivory,  of  the  value  of  388  livres  J  ; 
and  laf^ly,  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
quintals  of  cotton,  of  the  value  of  21,600  li- 
vres ||. 

In  thefe  returns,  where  there  was  nothing  for 
government,  and  where  all  was  for  trade,  the 
territory  of  Carthagena  furnifhed  only  to  the 
amount  of  93,241  livres §.  That  of  Saint  Mar- 
tha was  ftill  Icis  profitable. 
Caufesof  This  province,  the  extent  of  which,  from 
*^*?^^'^'"Eafl:  to  Weft  is  eiorhty  leagues,  and  one  hundred 

on  into  o      -/  o         ' 

vhichtheand  thirty  from  North  to  South,  was  iinfortu- 
province  nately  difcovered,  as  were  all  the  neighbouring 
Martha  is  regions,  at  the  diHiftrous  period  when  the  kings 
fcJlcn.  of  Spain,  folely  intent  upon  their  aggrandize- 
ment in  Europe,  required  only  from  thole  of  their 
fubjedf,  who  went  into  the  New  World,  the 
fifth  part  of  the  gold  which  they  colled\ed  in  their 
plunders.  Upon  this  condition,  thcfe  robbers, 
who  were  ftimulated  by  the  love  of  novelty,  by 
an  inordinate  padion  for  wealth,  and  even  by  the 
hopes  of  meriting  heaven,  were  left  to  be  the 
fole  arbiters  of  their  a6\ions.  Without  dread  of 
punifhment,  or  of  cenfure,  they  might  wander 
about  from  one  country  to  another,  preferve  or 
abandon  a  conqueft,  improve  a  territory,  or  de- 
flroy  it,  and  maflacre  the  people,  or  treat  them 
with  humanity,  as  they  thought  proper.  Every 
thing  fuitcd  tiie  Court  of  Madrid ;  provided  they 
were  fupplied  with  plenty  of  riches,  the  fource 
from  which  ;hey  came  always  appeared  honcil  and 


pure. 


*  113I.  ^■4©I.  9'5. 

T  16I.  3s.  4d.  l\  9«ol.  los. 
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Ravages  and  cruelties  that  cannot  be  ex-B  O  O  k: 
prefltrd,  were  the  neceflary  confequence  of  thefe^  ^!.l^ 
abominable  principles;  and  univerfal  delolation 
prevailed.  The  fatal  vefliges  of  it  are  ftill  to  be 
traced  in  all  parts,  but  more  efpecially  at  Saint 
Martha.  After  thefe  deflroyers  had  fpoiled  the 
colonies  of  the  gold  which  they  had  picked  up  in 
their  rivers,  and  of  the  pearls  which  they  had 
fidifd  upon  their  coafts,  they  difappeared.  The 
few  among  them  who  fettled  themfelves  there, 
raifed  one  or  two  towns,  and  fome  villages, 
which  remained  without  intercourfe  with  each 
other,  'till  it  was  opened  by  fome  indefatigable 
Capuchin  mifiionaries,  wh">,  in  our  days,  have 
contrived  to  colle<5l,  in  eight  hamlets,  three  thou- 
fand  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  Motilones,  or 
Evagiras,  the  mofl:  ferocious  of  tlie  favages  who 
oppofed  it.  Here  their  defpicable  poderity  vege- 
tates, fed  and  waited  upon  by  Pjme  Indians  or  Ne- 
groes. The  mother-country  hath  never  fent  one 
fingle  vefTel  into  this  diftri(ft,  and  hath  never  re- 
ceived any  kind  of  produdion  from  it.  The  in- 
duftry  and  activity  of  this  place  confifls  only  in  a 
fraudulent  trade  of  cattle,  and  efpecially  mules, 
carried  on  with  the  Dutch,  or  with  the  other  cul- 
tivators of  the  neighbouring  iflands,  who  give  in 
exchange  clothing,  and  fome  other  objects  of  lit- 
tle value.  Superflition  keeps  up  this  fatal  indo- 
lence. It  prevents  the  people  from  difcerning 
that  it  is  not  by  ceremonies,  by  flagellations,  or  by 
aiitos  da  fe^  that  the  divinity  is  to  be  honoured  ; 
but  by  the  fweat  of  man's  brow,  by  the  clearing 
of  land,  and  by  ufeful  labours.  Thefe  proud 
men  peifuade  themfelves  that  they  are  greater  in 
a  church,  or  at  the  feet  of  a  monk,  than  in  the 
fields  or  the  workfhop.  The  tyranny  of  their 
prices  hath  kept  away  from  them  that  knowledge 
which  might  have  undeceived  them.     Even  this 

work, 
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BOOK  work,  written  purpofely  to  enlighten  them,  they 
^^__Vj_^^  will  never  be  acquainted  with.  If  fome  fortunate 
event  fliould  put  it  into  their  hands,  they  would 
have  an  abhorrence  of  it,  and  would  confider  it  as 
a  criminal  produdion,  the  author  of  which  would 
deferve  to  be  burnr. 
Firft  Alphonso  Ojeda  was  the  lirft  who  reconnoi- 

cvcius  tred,  in  14.99,  ^'^^  country  called  Venezuela,  or 
pcned*at  Little  Venice,  a  name  that  was  given  to  it,  be- 
venczu-  caufe  fome  huts  were  feen  there,  fixed  upon 
•'*•  flakes,   to  raife  them   above  the  ftagiiant  waters 

that  covered  the  plain.  Neither  this  adventurer, 
nor  his  immediate  fucceflbrs,  thought  of  forming 
any  fettlements  there.  Their  ambition  was  only 
to  make  flaves,  that  they  might  convey  them  to 
the  iflands  which  their  ferocity  had  depopulated. 
It  was  not 'till  1527  that  John  d'Ampuez  fixed 
a  colony  upon  this  coaft,  and  promifcd  to  his 
Court  a  region  abounding  in  metals.  This  pro- 
mifc  gave  rife,  in  the  following  year,  to  an 
arrangement  fingular  enough  to  attrad  our  at- 
tention. 

Charles  V.  who  had  united  fuch  a  number  of 
crowns  upon  his  head,  and  concentrated  fo  much 
power  in  himfclf,  was  engaged,  by  his  ambition, 
or  by  the  jealoufy  of  his  neighbours,  in  cndlefs 
difputes,  the  cxpenccs  of  which  exceeded  his 
rcfourccs.  In  his  recelTities,  he  had  borrowed 
confidcrable  Aims  of  the  Welfers  of  Augfbourg, 
who  were  then  the  richefl  merchants  in  Europe. 
Tliat  prince  offered  them  in  payment  the  province 
of  Venezuela,  and  they  accepccd  it  as  a  fief  of 
Caftile. 

It  was  to  be  fuppofed  that  merchants,  who 
had  acquired  their  iortuiie  by  the  buying  and 
Idling  of  territorial  productions,  would  cilablilli 
plantations  in  their  domains.  It  was  to  be 
fuppofed,   that  Germans,  who   had  been  brought 

up 
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up  in  the  midft  of  mines,  would  work  thofe  which  BOOK 
were  upon  the  fpot  that  was  granted  to  them,  v,^..,-;.^ 
But  thefe  expeflations  were  entirely  fruflrated. 
The  Welfers  only  fent  into  the  New  World  four 
or  five  hundred  of  thofe  fierce  foldiers,  whom 
their  country  began  to  fell  to  whoever  would  and 
could  pay  for  their  blood.  Thefe  bafe  hirelings 
carried  along  with  them  beyond  the  feas,  that 
propenfity  for  pillaging,  which  they  had  con- 
tracted in  the  different  wars  in  which  they  had 
ferved.  Under  the  guidance  of  their  chiefs,  Al- 
finger  and  Sailler,  they  overran  an  immenfe  tradt 
of  country,  putting  the  favages  to  the  torture, 
and  ripping  them  open,  to  extort  from  them 
where  the  gold  was  to  be  found.  Some  Indians, 
dragged  along,  and  laden  with  provifions,  who 
were  put  to  death  as  foon  as  they  fank  under  the 
laflitude,  followed  this  favage  band.  Hunger, 
fatigue,  and  poifoned  arrows,  fortunately  deli- 
vered the  earth  of  this  odious  burthen.  The 
Spaniards  refumed  poiTeflion  of  a  foil  which  the 
AVelfers  would  no  longer  have  any  concern  with ; 
and  their  condudl  was  not  very  different  from 
that  which  had  juft  excited  fo  much  horror. 
Their  commander  Carvajal,  indeed,  forfeited  his 
life  for  thefe  enormities :  but  this  punifhment  did 
not  recall  from  the  grave  the  vidlims  that  had 
been  precipitated  into  it.  From  their  aflies  arofe, 
in  procefs  of  time,  a  few  productions,  of  which  the 
cocoa  was  the  principal. 

The  cocoa  tree,  which  is  of  a  middling  fize.  The  cocoa 
generally  throws  out  five  or  fix  trunks  from  't's  Jj*-''^'J.'-^^ 
root.     The  wood  of  it  is  brittle  and  white ;  it's  fh'^attcti- 
root  reddifli,  and  rather  rugged.     As  it  grows  up  tion  of  ths 
it  throws  off  ibme  inclined  branches,  which  do  not  upon've- 
fpread  far.     It's   leaves   are    alternate,  oval,  and  nezutrU. 
terminated  in   a  point.     The  largefl  of  them  are 
from  eight  to  nine   feet  m  length,   and  three  in 
2  breadth. 


6t  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  breadth.  Tliey  are  all  fixed  upoh  Hiori  petals, 
^^''  flattened,  and  furnilhed  at  their  bafis  with  two 
membranes,  or  ftipul.T.  The  flowers  arife  in  fmall 
bunches  along  the  Hems  and  the  branches.  Their 
calix  is  grcenilb,  and  hath  five  deep  divifions. 
The  five  petals  that  compofe  the  corolla  are  fmall, 
yellow,  inflated  at  their  bafe,  lengthened  out  into 
a  kind  of  ftrnp,  which  is  folded  up  into  a  circular 
form,  and  widened  at  it's  extremity.  Thcfe  pe- 
tals are  fixed  at  a  fpatha,  formed  by  the  aflemblage 
of  ten  threads,  five  of  which  bear  ftamina.  The 
five  other  intermediate  ones  are  longer,  and  in 
the  fhape  of  a  tongue.  The  pillil,  which  is  placed 
in  the  center,  and  furmounted  with  one  ftvle  on- 
ly, becomes  an  oviform  capfula,  alraoft  of  a  lig'- 
neous  texture,  fix  or  feven  inches  in  length,  and 
two  in  breadth  ;  uneven  upon  it's  furface,  marked 
with  ten  colla;,  and  fepaiated  internally  by  mem- 
braneous partitions  into  five  cells.  The  kernejjs 
which  it  contains,  to  the  number  of  thirrv^  or 
more,  are  covered  with  a  brittle  Ihcll,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  a  whitifh  pulp. 

Thesk  kernels  are  the  bafis  of  the  chocolate, 
the  goodnefs  of  which  depends  upon  the  oily 
part  they  contain,  and  confequently  upon  their 
pertedt  maturity.  The  capfula  is  gathered,  when, 
after  having  changed  fuccell'ively  from  green  to 
yellow,  it  acquires  a  dark  mufk  colour.  It  is 
fljt  with  a  knife,  and  all  the  kernels,  furrounded 
with  their  pulp,  are  taken  out  and  heaped  up  in  a 
tub,  in  order  that  they  may  ferment.  This  ope- 
ration dtftroys  the  principle  of  vegetation,  and 
removes  the  fuperfluous  moiflure  from  the  ker- 
nels, which  are  afterwards  expoled  to  the  fun 
upon  hurdles,  in  order  to  complete  the  drying  of 
them.  The  cocoa,  thus  prepared,  keeps  for  a 
con fiderable  time,  provided  it  be  in  a  dry  place ; 
but  it  is  not  proper  to  keep  it  too  long,  becaufe 

it 
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it  lofes,  with  age,  part  0!"  it's  oil  and  of  it's  pro-  BOOK 
perties.  '^^^■ 

Thb  cocoa  tree  grows  readily,  from  feeds  that 
are  fown  in  holes  ranged  in  a  flraight  line,  and 
at  the  diflance  of  five  or  fix  feet  from  each  other. 
Thefe  feeds,  which  mud  be  frefh,  foon  vegetate. 
The  tree  grows  up  tolerably  faO^,  and  begins  to 
reward  the  labours  of  the  cultivator  at  the  end 
of  two  years.  Two  crops  are  gathered  every 
year,  which  are  equal  in  quality  and  quantity. 
This  tree  requires  a  rich  and  moill  foil,  which 
hath  rot  been  employed  for  any  other  kind  of 
culture.  If  it  fhould  want  water,  it  would  pro- 
duce no  fruit,  wither,  and  die.  A  fhade,  to  fhel- 
ter  it  continually  from  the  heat  of  the  fun,  is  not 
lefs  neceffary  to  it.  The  fields  in  which  the  cocoa 
trees  are  planted,  are  alfo  liable  to  be  deftroyed 
by  the  hurricanes,  unlefs  care  be  taken  to  n<:irt 
them  v/iih  Itronger  trees.  The  culture  which  the 
tree  further  requires  is  neither  laborious  nor  ex- 
penfive.  It  is  Sufficient  to  pull  up  the  weeds  that 
grow  round  it,  and  which  would  deprive  it  of  it's 
liourilhment. 

The  cocoa  tree  is  cultivated  in  feveral  parts  of 
the  New  World ;  in  fome  of  them  it  even  grows 
naturally.  Neverthelefs,  it's  fruit  is  no  where  fo 
plentiful  as  at  Venezuela  ;  and  no  where  of  fo  good 
a  quality,  if  we  except  Soconufco. 

But  for  the  fpace  of  two  centuries,  the  labours 
of  the  colony  did  not  turn  out  to  the  profit  of  the 
mother-country.  The  national  trade  was  fo  much 
overburdened  with  taxes,  and  fo  much  embar- 
ralfed  with  formalities,  that  the  province  found  a 
confiderable  advantage  in  receiving  from  the  hands 
of  the  Dutch  of  Curafoa  all  the  merchandife  they 
wanted,  and  in  giving  them  for  payment  the  pro- 
duce of  their  foil,  which  thefe  indefatigable  neigh- 
bours fold  for  an  immenfe  profit  to  part  of  Eu 

rope, 
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BOOK  rope,  and  even  to  the  nation  that  was  proprietor  of 

^^"-     the  territory  in  which   it   was  collcdled.      This 

fmuggUng  intercourfe  was  fo  brifk  and  fo  con- 

flant,    that    from    the   year  1700  to  the  end  of 

1727,    only  five    fhips  were   fent  out   from    the 

ports  of  Spain  to  Venezuela,  and  they,  all  of  them 

without  exception,  made  a  voyage  more  or  lefs 

ruinous. 

Thepr«-       Such  was  the  fituation   of  affairs,  when  fome 

vince  of    merchants   of  the  province  of   Guipufcoa,    ima« 

Venezuela     ...  n       ^  •  t  i  i  i 

kfuiijefl-  g"ied,  in  1728,  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to 
ed  to  a     them  to  unite  in  a  body  in  order  to  undertake 
,p^°"pP"jj^;  this  navigation.      Their    views    were    approved 
of  the       and  encouraged  by  government.     The   principal 
Company,  conditions  of  the  grant,  were,  that  the  Company 
fhould  pay  for  every  thing  they  might  choofe  to 
fend  out,  and  for  every  thing  ihey  might  receive, 
the  taxes  that  were  already  fettled,  and  that  they 
fhould  entertain,  at  their  own  expence,  a  fufficient 
number  of  guarda   coftas,  to  prevent  the  inhabit- 
ants from  fmuggling. 

Some  alterations  were  fucceiTivcly  made  in  the 
adminiftration  of  this  fociety.  At  firft  they  were 
only  permitted  to  fit  out  two  lliips  every  year ;  but 
in  1734  they  obtained  leave  to  (end  as  many  as  they 
thought  proper. 

In  the  beginning,  the  Company  had  not  the  pri- 
vilege of  an  exclufivc  charter.  The  government 
granted  it  to  them  in  1742,  for  the  department  of 
Caraccas;  and  ten  years  after  for  that  of  Mara- 
caibo,  two  territories,  the  union  of  which  forms  the 
province,  of  Venezuela,  extending  four  hundred 
miles  nlorg  the  coafl. 

'Till  the  year  174/j,  the  fliips,  on  their  return 
from  the  New  World,  were  all  to  depofit  their 
whole  cargo  in  the  port  of  Cadiz.  After  this  pe- 
riod, they  were  only  obliged  to  carry  there,  the  co- 
coa necelTary  for  the  fupply  of  Ai;dalufia,  and  of 

the 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  65 

the  neighbouring  diftri6ls.     They  are  allowed  toB  O  O  K 
difembark  the  reft  at  Saint  Sebaflian,  the  place  of,   ^^^- 
the  rife  of  the  Company. 

It  was  in  this  town  that  the  general  meeting  of 
the  proprietors  was  originally  holden.  In  1751, 
it  was  transferred  to  the  capital  of  the  empire, 
where  fome  one  of  the  moft  efteemed  members  of 
the  council  of  the  Indies  prefides  over  it  every  two 
years. 

The  merchandife  was  at  firft  delivered  to  the 
higheft  bidder.  The  Court  was  then  informed 
that  a  general  difcontent  prevailed;  that  a  fmall 
number  of  rich  alfociates  Ihould  monopolize  the 
cocoa,  which  is  confidered  in  Spain  as  an  article 
of  primary  necefiity,  and  fhould  afterwards  fell  it 
at  what  price  they  chofe.  Thefe  murmurs  occafi- 
oncd,  in  1752,  a  regulation,  that  without  fuppref- 
fmg  the  magazines  at  Saint  Sebaftian,.  at  Cadiz, 
and  at  Madrid,  new  ones  fhould  he  eftablifhed  at 
Corunna,  at  Alicant,  and  at  Barcelona ;  and 
that  in  all  of  them  the  cocoa  fhould  be  retailed 
to  the  inhabitants  at  the  price  fettled  by  the  mi- 
niftry. 

The  Company  obtained,  in  1753,  that  their 
fhares  fhould  be  confidered  as  a  real  eftate,  that 
they  might  be  perpetually  entailed,  and  formed 
into  thofe  unalienable,  and  indivifible  majorafcos, 
or  inheritances  fettled  upon  the  eldert  heir,  which 
are  in  general  fo  flattering  to  the  pride  of  the 
Spaniards. 

It  was  decreed,  in  17 61,  that  the  Company 
fhould  advance,  to  the  members  who  might  wilti 
for  it,  the  value  of  fixteen  (hares ;  that  thefe  fliares 
fhould  be  put  in  truft,  and  that  ihey  might  be  fold, 
if  after  a  flipulated  period  the  proprietor  did  not 
withdrav/  them.  The  intent  of  this  prudent  af- 
rangement,  v/as  to  fuccour  fuch  of  the  proprietors 
whofe  affairs   might   be    Comewh»it    embarralfcd. 

Vol.  lil.  "^  F  ind 


$6  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  and  to  maintain  the  credit  of  the  Company  by  ho- 
^^^-     neft  means. 

According  to  regulations  made  in  1776,  the 
operations  of  the  Company  are  to  extend  to 
Cumana,  to  the  Oroonoko^  to  the  iflands  of  Tri- 
nil)  and  St.  Margaret.  Thcfe  countries,  indeed, 
have  not  been  fubjeded  to  it's  monopoly  :  but  the 
favours  it  has  received  are  equivalent  to  an  exclu- 
five  privilege. 

During  thefe  changes,  the  number  of  free- 
men and  of  flaves  were  incrcafing  at  Venezuela. 
The  feven  hundred  and  fifty-nine  plantations, 
diflributed  in  fixty-one  villages,  were  emerging 
from  their  languid  llatc,  and  others  were  form- 
ing. The  foimer  cultures  were  improved,  and 
new  ones  eftablifhed.  The  cattle  penetrated  more 
and  more  into  the  inland  parts  of  the  country. 
But  it  was  chiefly  in  the  diftrid  of  Caraccas  that 
the  improvements  were  mod  confpicuous.  The 
town  which  bears  this  name,  contained  four  and 
twenty  thoufand  inhabitants,  moft  of  them  in 
eafy  circumftanccs.  The  guayra  which  ferved 
for  the  purpofe  of  it's  navigation,  though  it  af- 
forded nothing  more  than  an  indifferent  anchorage, 
furrounded  with  a  fmall  number  of  hutr,  was  gra- 
dually becoming  a  confiderable  colony,  and  even 
a  tolerable  harbour,  by  means  of  a  large  pier  con- 
flrud\ed  with  lT<ill. 

At  Puerto  Cabello,  which  had  been  entirely 
abandoned,  though  one  of  the  bed  ports  of  Amet 
rica,  three  hundred  houfes  were  raifcd.  Let  us 
endeavour  to  invefligate  the  caufes  of  this  fingular 
profperity,  under  the  Ihackles  of  a  monopoly. 

1  HE  Company  undcrftood  from  the  firft,  that 
their  fuccefs  was  infcparable  from  that  of  the 
colony  ;  and  they  therefore  advanced  to  the  inha- 
bitants as  far  as  3,240,000  livres  *,  without  inte- 
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reft.     This  debt  was  to  be  difcharged   in  com-BOOK 
modities  ;  and  thofe  who  did  not  fulfill  their  en-,    ^^i' 
gagements,  were  fummoned  to  the  tribunal  of  the 
king's  reprefentative,  whole  province  it  was  folely 
to  judge,  whether  the  caufes  of  delay  were,  or  were 
not  reafonable. 

The  magazines  of  the  Company  were  conftantly 
fupplied  with  every  thing  that  might  be  of  ufe  to 
the  country,  and  always  open  to  receive  every  thing 
the  country  could  pour  into  them.  By  this  me- 
thod, the  labours  were  never  languid  for  want  of 
means,  or  of  a  market. 

The  value  of  what  the  Company  were  to  fell, 
or  to  buy,  was  not  left  to  the  rapacity  of  their 
agents.  The  government  of  the  province  always 
fixed  the  price  of  what  came  from  Europe;  and  a 
meeting,  compoled  of  the  direcftors,  colonifts,  and 
fadors,  always  regulated  the  price  of  the  produc- 
tions of  the  foil. 

Such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  New  World  as 
were  not  fatisfied  with  thefe  regulations,  were  al- 
lowed to  fend  into  the  Old  one,  upon  their  own  ac- 
count, the  fixth  part  of  their  crops,  and  to  receive 
the  value  in  merchandife;  but  thefe  affairs  were 
always  to  be  tranfadled  by  the  l"hips  of  the  Com- 
pany. 

By  thefe  arrangements  the  cultivator  was  bet- 
ter rewarded  for  his  labours,  than  he  had  been  at 
the  time  of  the  contraband  trade,  Tli£  new  dif- 
pofiiion  of  things  was  in  reality  fatal  only  to  a  few 
Icheming,  turbulent  and  adventurous  men,  who 
collected  in  their  hands,  at  a  lov/  price,  the  pro- 
dudlions  of  the  country,  in  order  to  deliver  them 
afterwards  to  foreign  navigators  of  the  fame  cha- 
ra<f\er  as  themfelves. 

The  nev/  kingdom  of  Grenada,  Mexico,  fome 
of  the  American  iflands,  and  the  Canaries,  were 
in  the  hab:t  of  drawing  from  Venezuela  part  of 
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BOO  Ktbe  cocoa  confumed  by  their  inhabitants.  Thcfe 
_]^'^  ^  colonies  continued  to  eiijoy  this  right  without  re- 
(Iraint.  They  even  purkied  it  with  greater  advan- 
tage, becaufe  the  produdlion  which  they  wanted  to 
procure  became  more  plentiful,  and  was  obtained 
at  a  cheaper  rate. 

Formerly  Venezuela  furnifhed  nothing  to  the 
trade  of  the  mother- country.  The  Company, 
fince  their  eftablifhment,  have  always  fupplied  it 
with  producftions,  the  quantity  of  which  hath  fuc- 
ceflively  ir.creafed.  From  the  year  1748  to  1753, 
the  Company  conveyed  annually  into  the  colony 
to  the  value  of  3,197,327  livres  (^),  in  merchan- 
difc.  They  drew  from  thence  annually  to  the 
amount  of  239,144.  livres  (/*),  in  filver  ;  thirty- 
feven  thoufarid  quintals  of  cocoa,  which  they 
fold  for  5,332,000  livres  {c)  ;  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  quintals  of  tobacco,  fold  for  178,203 
livres  (d)  -,  one  hundred  and  fifty-feven  quintals 
of  indigo,  fold  for  198,990  livres  (c)  -,  twenty 
thoufaiid  fkins,  with  the  hair  on,  fold  for 
356,400  livres  (f);  and  fome  dividi^  fold  for  27,000 
livres  {g)\  fo  that  their  returns  amounted  to 
6,821,734  livres  {h).  The  apparent  profit  was, 
therefore,  3,634,407  livres  (/).  We  call  it  ap- 
parent, becaule  the  expences  and  the  cuftoms 
abforbed  1,932,503  livres  (/?)  of  thisfum  -,  fo  that 
the  real  profit  of  the  Company  was  only 
1,701,897  livres  (/;. 

All  ihefe  branches  of  commerce  have  been 
increafed  except  that  of  the  dividi^  which  it 
hath  been  necefTary  to  give  up,  fince  it  hath 
been  found  that  it  was  not  fit  to  be  fubftituted  to 
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the  Aleppo  nut  in   dying,  as  it  had  been  rather  B  o  o  K 
inconfiderately  imagined.     The  extention  would  v^^^^" 
have  been  ftill   greater,  had   it  been   pollible  to        '^ 
put  an  end  to  fmuggling.     But  notwithftanding 
the    vigilance    of    ten    cruifers,    with    eighty-fix 
guns,    one  hundred   and   ninety-two  fwivels,  and 
five  hundred  and  eighteen  men  on  board  ;  not- 
withftanding twelve  pofts,  with  ten  or  twelve  fol- 
diers   in    each,  eftablifhed   along  the  coaft,    and 
notwithftanding  the  annual  expence  of  1,400,000 
livres  *,  the  contraband  trade  hath  not  been  entire- 
ly eradicated  j  and  it  is  chiefly  at  Core  that  it  is 
carried  on. 

The  nation  has  profited  equally  by  the  efta- 
blilhment  of  the  Company.  It  does  not  pay  them 
for  the  cocoa  more  than  half  the  price  which  the 
Dutch  ufed  to  charge.  The  quintal,  which  is 
now  bought  in  Spain  for  160  livres  J,  ufed  for- 
merly to  coft  320  §. 

The  advantages  which  accrue  to  the  govern- 
ment from  the  eftabliftiment  of  the  Company  are 
not  lefs  evident.  Before  this  period,  the  revenues 
of  the  Crown  at  Venezuela,  were  never  fufficient 
to  defray  the  expences  of  fovereignty.  They 
have  fince  increafed  confiderably,  not  only  be- 
caufe  the  citadel  of  Puerto  Cabello  has  been 
conftruded,  which  hath  coft  1,620,000  livres  ||, 
but  alfo  becaufe  a  greater  number  of  regular 
troops  are  maintained  in  the  country.  The  trea- 
fury,  however,  hath  fome  fupcrfluous  calh,  which 
it  diftributes  at  Cumana,  at  St.  Margaret's,  at 
Trinity  ifland,  and  on  the  Oroonoko.  This  is 
not  the  whole.  In  Europe,  the  produdions  of 
the  country  pay  annually  to  the  State  more  than 
1,600,000  ^,  and  the  navigation  they  give  rife  to 
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BOOK  forms  fifteen  hundred  fiilors  for  it,  or  keeps  them 
^^^-     in  co'wflant  employment. 

But  luth  the  Company  itfelf  been  equally  pro- 
fpcroiii)  ?  There  was  every  reafon  to  doubt,  in 
the  beginning,  whether  it  would  maintain  itfelf. 
Although  the  colonifts  were  allured  to  become 
members  of  it,  they  rcfufed  at  firfl  to  deliver 
their  productions  to  it.  In  Spain,  where  a  com- 
mercial aflbciation  was  a  novelty,  no  great  eager- 
nefs  was  fhewn  to  become  a  member  of  it,  not- 
withflanding  the  example  fct  by  the  monarch, 
by  the  queen,  by  the  Infant  Don  Lewis,  and  by 
tlir  province  of  Guipufcoa.  It  was  necelTary  to 
reduce  the  number  of  fhares  to  fifteen  hundred, 
which  it  had  been  refolved  to  carry  on  to  three 
ihoufand ;  and  the  capital,  intended  to  be  fix 
millions  *,  was  reduced  to  three  f.  Theic  diffi- 
culties did  not  prevent  confiderable  dividends 
from  being  paid  to  the  proprietors,  even  in  the 
very  firft  years.  The  fums  in  referve  were, 
however,  fufiicient,  in  1752,  to  double  the  ori- 
ginal funds,  and  in  i>j66  to  treble  them,  with 
a  regular  interefl:  of  five  per  cent,  exclufive  of  the 
extraordinary  dividends.  On  the  firfl  of  Jaimary 
1772,  the  company's  debts,  even  including  the 
value  of  the  fliares,  which  had  rifen  to  1,000,000 
livres  J,  amounted  to  no  rnore  than  15,198,618 
jivres  12  fols  §,  and  they  were  in  polidlion  of 
21,153,760  livres  four  fols  j|.  Confequenily,  they 
had  5,955,141  livres  12  fols  ^  above  what  they 
owed. 

Thr  improper  fpirit  that  generally  prevails  in 
cxclufivc  focieties,  hath  not  iiifctled  thatof  Carac- 
cas  fo  much  as  others.  It  hath  never  been  led  allray 
from   it's  fyflem   by  abfurd  enterprif.s.     it's  iu- 
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tegrity  hath  preferved  it  from  every  kind  of  law,  BOOK 
and  even  from  the  flighteft  conteft.  That  it's^^J^ 
deftiny  might  not  be  expofed  to  the  caprices  of 
the  ocean,  or  to  the  rifks  of  vi'ar,  it's  cargoes 
have  been  all  of  them  infured.  It's  engagements 
have  been  fulfilled  with  inviolable  fidelity.  And 
laftly,  in  a  country  where  molt  of  the  landed  eftates 
are  entailed,  and  where  there  are  few  good  vents 
for  money,  the  Company  hath  obtained  all  that 
it  wanted,  at  two  and   a  half  per  cent. 

Im  order  to  conciliate  to  itftlf  the  good  wifhes 
of  the  nation,  which  are  generally  denied  in  all 
parts  to  a  monopoly,  the  Company  hath  always 
been  defirous  of  appearing  animated  with  a  pub- 
lic fpirit.  From  the  year  1735,  it  took  upon 
itfelf  the  care  of  the  manufactures  of  Placentia, 
which  fcarce  ufed  to  furnifh  ei^ht  thoufand  fire^ 
locks  per  annum ;  and  which,  at  prefent,  without 
reckoning  fome  other  kinds  of  arms  that  have 
begun  to  be  l^ibricated  there,  fupplies  fourteen 
thoufand  four  hundred,  with  the  icutcheons  of 
their  locks,  which  it  was  before  necefTary  to  bring 
from  Liege.  Though  during  the  fhort  war  of 
1762,  fix  of  the  Company's  veflels,  richly  laden, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Englilli,  it  ftill  devoted 
to  government  all  the  credit  and  influence  it  pof- 
fefled.  Wood  for  the  building  of  ihips  was  pc- 
rifhing  in  the  province  of  Navarre,  fo  that  it  be- 
came necelTary  to  cut  it  down.  Roads  were  alfo 
to  be  made  to  bring  it  down  to  the  borders  of  the 
VidalToa,  and  this  uncertain  river  was  to  be  put 
in  a  ftate  fit  to  carry  this  wood  to  it's  mouth,  after 
which  it  was  to  be  conducted  to  the  important 
harbour  of  Ferrol,  Since  the  year  1766,  all  thefe 
things  are  executed  by  the  Company  to  the  great 
advantage  of  the  military  branch  of  the  navy. 

This    Company    Itill    continues   to   announce 
other  entcrprifes  ufeful  to  the  ftate ;  but  it  is  a 
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BOOK  matter  of  doabt  whether  it  will  be  allowed  time 
y_  ^^-_  to  execute    them.      The    refolution    which   the 
Court  of  Madrid   feems  to   have  taken,  to  opeii 
it's   ports  of  the  New  World  to  all  it's  fubjefls 
of  the  Old,  muft  neccffarily  excite  a  prefumption 
that  the   province  of   Venezuela  will,    foorer  or 
later,  ceafe  to  be  under  the  reftraints  of  a  mono- 
poly.    It  is  however  a  problem,  whether  the  dif- 
foluiion   of  the  Company  will  be  productive   of 
good  or  evil;  and  it  can  only   be  folved  by  the 
nature  of  the  meafures  that  (hall   be  adopted  by 
the  Spanifh  miiiiflry. 
TheCvjrt      The  coaft  of  Cumana  was  difcovered  in  1498 
°f^^J\^p"^by  Columbus.     Ojcda,   who  had  embarked  witli 
Cumanatothis  gveat  i^.avigator,  landed  there  the  next  year, 
rhec?r^  of  ^nd  even  made  feme  exchanges  peaceably  with  the 
lrd;c?tuai  favagcs.     It  appeared  more  convenient  to  the  ad- 
uttcmprtof  venturers  who  fuccecded  him,  to  llrip  thcfe  feeble 
b'awdman  "^'^'^   of  their  gold   or  of  their  pilaris ;  and   this 
to  render   kind  of  fobbery  was  as  common  in  this  region  as 
thi-diftrft  jn  ihc  other  pans  of  America,  when  Las  Cafas  un- 
jng.  dertook.  to  put  a  Itop  to  It. 

This  man,  fo  famous  in  the  annals  of  the  New 
World,  had  accompanied  his  father  at  the  time 
of  the  firft  difcovery.  The  mildnefs  and  fimpli- 
city  of  the  Indians  affedted  him  fo  ftrorgly,  that 
he  made  himfelf  an  ecclefiallic,  in  or^ier  to  de- 
vote his  labours  to  their  converfion.  But  this 
foon  became  the  leail  of  his  attentiors.  Being 
rwore  a  man  than  a  prieft^  he  felt  more  for  their 
cruelties  exercifed  agair.fl  them,  than  for  their 
ridiculous  fuperllitior.s.  He  was  continually 
hurrying  from  one  hcmifphere  to  the  other,  in 
order  to  comfort  thofe  for  whom  he  had  con- 
ceived fuch  an  attachment,  or  to  foften  their 
tyrants.  The  inutility  of  his  efforts  convinced 
him,  that  he  fhould  never  do  any  good  in  fettJe- 
mcnts  that  were  already  formed  j  and  hepropofed 
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to  himfelf  to  eftablifli  a  colony  upon  a  new  foun-  BOOK 
dation. 

His  colonifts  were  all  to  be  planters,  artificers, 
or  miilionaries.  No  one  was  to  be  allowed  to  mix 
with  them  without  his  confent.  A  particular  drefs, 
ornamented  with  a  crofs,  was  to  prevent  them 
from  being  thought  to  belong  to  that  race  of  Spa- 
niards which  had  rendered  itfelf  fo  odious.  He 
reckoned,  that  with  thefe  kinds  of  knights,  he 
fhould  be  able,  without  war,  violence,  or  flavery, 
to  civilize  the  Indians,  to  convert  them,  to  ac- 
cuftom  them  to  labour,  and  even  to  employ  them 
in  working  the  mines.  He  alked  no  affiflance  from 
the  treafury  at  firft,  and  he  was  afterwards  fatif- 
fied  with  the  twelfth  of  the  tributes  which  he  fhould 
fooner  or  later  bring  into  it. 

The  ambitious,  who  govern  empires,  confi- 
der  the  people  as  mere  objects  of  trade,  and  treat 
as  chimerical  every  thing  that  tends  to  the  im- 
provement and  happinefs  of  the  human  fpecies. 
Such  was  at  firft  the  impreffion  which  the  fyflem 
of  Las  Cafas  made  upon  the  Spanifh  miuifi:ry. 
He  was  not  difcouragcd  by  denials,  and  at  length 
fucceeded  in  having  the  diflridt  of  Cumana  ceded 
to  him,  to  put  his  theory  in  pradice.  This  man 
of  ardent  genius  immediately  went  through  all  the 
provinces  of  Caftille,  in  order  to  colled  men  ac- 
cuflomed  to  the  labours  of  the  field,  and  to  thofe 
of  manufadures.  But  thefe  peaceful  citizens  had 
not  fo  eager  a  defire  to  leave  their  country  as  fol- 
diers  or  failors  have.  Scarce  could  he  prevail  upon 
two  hundred  of  them  to  follow  him.  With  thefe 
he  fet  fail  for  America,  and  landed  at  Porto-Rico 
in  1519,  after  a  fortunate  voyage. 

Although  Las  Cafas  had  only  quitted  the  New 
Hennfphere  two  years  before,  yet  he  found  a  to- 
tal alteration  in  it  at  his  return.  The  eniirc:  de- 
ftruClion  of  the  Indians  to  the  iilands  fubjcift  to 
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BOOK  Spain,  had  excited  the  rcfokition  of  going  to  the 
^_^_^_;^^coniiiient  in  fearqh  of  Haves,  to  replace  the  un- 
foitunate  men  who  had  perilTied  from  opprefl'ion. 
This  cnjelty  difgufted  the  independent  minds  of 
the  favages.  In  the  height  of  their  refentment, 
they  mailacred  as  many  of  the  Spaniards  as  fell  in- 
to their  hands  by  chance ;  and  two  miifionarics,  who 
probably  came  to  Cnmana  with  a  laudable  defign, 
were  the  victims  of  ihefe  jufl:  retaliations.  Ocam- 
po  immediately  went  from  St.  Domingo,  to  punilh 
an  outrage  committed,  as  it  was  faid,  againft  Hea- 
ven itfelf ;  and  after  havi:)g  deftroycd  all  by  fire 
and  fword,  he  built  a  village  upon  the  fpot,  which 
lie  called  Toledo. 

It  was  within  thefe  weak  palifades  that  Las 
Cafas  was  obliged  to  place  the  fmall  numb.-r 
of  his  companions,  who  had  refilled  the  intem- 
perance of  the  climate,  and  the  attempts  made 
to  feduce  them  from  him.  Their  refidence  was 
r,ot  long  here.  Moll:  of  them  were  pierced  with 
the  darts  of  an  implacaple  enemy  ;  and  thofe  who 
efcaped,  were  forced,  in  1521,  to  feek  an  afylum 
ibme  where  elfe. 

Some  Spaniards  have  fince  fettled  at  Cumana  • 
but  the  population  of  this  diflriift  haih  always  been 
much  confined,  and  hath  never  extended  to  any 
dillance  from  the  coafls.  During  the  courle  of 
two  cenluiier,  the  mother  country  had  not  any  di- 
rcti  intercourfe  with  this  fpot.  It  is  but  lately, 
that  one  or  two  fmall  lliips  have  been  fent  there 
annually,  which,  in  exchange  for  the  liquors  and 
nitrchaikiife  of  Europe,  receive  cocoa  and  fome 
other  produdions. 
Of  the  ri-  It  was  Columbus,  who,  in  1498,  firft  difcover- 
verOroo-  ^^  j|^g  Ofoonoko    thc  borders  of  which  have  fincc 

r.oku.  ' 

been  named,  Spanilh  Guiana.  "Ihis  great  river 
takes  its  fource  among  the  Cordelcirias  mountains, 
ind  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  ocean  by  forty  open- 
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ings,  after  it  hath  been  increafed  throughout  anBOOK 
immenfe  track  by  the  afflux  of  a  prodigious  num-  ^Ji'il^^ 
ber  of  rivers  more  or  lefs  confiderable.  Such  is 
it's  impetuofity,  that  it  flems  the  ftrongeft  tides, 
and  preferves  the  freilinefs  of  it's  waters  to  the 
diflance  of  twelve  leagues  frorn  that  vaft  and  deep 
channel  within  which  it  was  confined.  It's  rapi- 
dity, however,  is  not  always  the  fame,  which  is 
owen  to  a  circumftance  perhaps  entirely  peculi- 
ar. The  Oroonoko,  which  begins  to  fwell  in  A- 
pril,  continues  rifing  for  five  months,  and  during 
the  fixih  remains  at  it's  greateft  height.  Frorn 
0<5lober,  it  begins  gradually  to  fubfide  till  the 
month  of  Maj-ch,  throughout  the  whole  of  which 
it  remains  in  the  fixed  flate  of  it's  greateft  diminu- 
tion. Thefe  alternate  changes  are  regular,  anc} 
even  invariable. 

This  phoenomenon  feems  to  depend  mAich 
more  on  the  fea  than  on  the  land.  In  tlie  fix 
months  that  the  river  is  rifing,  the  hemifphere 
of  the  New  World  prefents  nothing  but  feas,  at 
leaft  but  little  land,  to  the  perpendicular  action 
of  the  rays  of  the  fun.  In  the  \\x  months  of  it's 
fall,  America  exhibits  nothing  but  dry  land  to  the 
planet  by  which  it  is  illuminated.  The  fea  at  this 
time  is  lefs  fubjed  to  the  influence  of  the  fun, 
or,  at  leaft,  it's  current  towards  the  eaftern  ftiore 
is  more  balanced,  more  broken  by  the  land,  and 
muft,  therefore,  leave  a  freer  courfe  to  the  rivers, 
which  not  being  then  fo  ftrongly  confined  by  the 
fea,  cannot  be  fwelled  but  by  rains,  or  by  the 
melting  of  the  fnows  from  the  Cordeleirias,  Per- 
haps, indeed,  the  rifing  of  the  waters  of  the  Oroo- 
noko may  depend  entirely  on  the  rainy  feafon. 
But  to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  caufcs 
of  fo  fingular  a  phaenomenon,  it  v/ould  be  necei- 
fary  to  confider  the  connexion  between  the  courfe 
of  this  river,  and  that  of  the  Amazons  by  Rio  Ne- 

aro. 
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BOOK  gro,  and  to  know  the  track  and  dire<f\ion  both  of 
^^'-     the  one  and  the  other.     From  the  difference  of 
their  pofition,  their  foiirce,  and  their  opening  into 
the  Tea,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  caufe  of  fo 
remarkable  a  difference  in  the  periods  of  their  flux 
and  reflux  might  be  difcovered.     All  things  are 
connedled  in  this  world  by  fyftem.     The  courfes 
of  the   livers  depend  either  on   the   diurnal,  or 
annual  revolutions  of  the  earth.     Whenever  en- 
lightened men  fhall  have  vifited  the  banks  of  the 
Oroonoko,  they   w\\]  difcover,    or  at   leart:  they 
will  attempt  to  difcover,  the  caufcs  of  thefe  phae- 
nomena  :    but  their  endeavours  will  be  attended 
with  difficulties.     This   river  is   not  fo  navigable 
lis  it    might  be   prefumed  from  it's  magnitude ; 
it's  bed  is  in  many  places  filled   up  with  rocks, 
which   oblige  the  navigator,   at   times,  to   carry 
both  his  boats  and  the  merchandife  they  are  laden 
with. 
Former         Before  the  arrival  of  the  Europeans,  the  peo- 
fJ"cfon-    P^'^  ^''"  border  on  this  river,  but  little  diftant  from 
ditionof    the  burning  equator,  knew  not  the  ufe  of  clothes, 
thcvvomennor  the  rtftrainis  of  police  ;  neither  had  they  any 
barirof    f"''""'  ^-"^  government.     Free   under   the   yoke  of 
iheOroon- poverty,  they  lived  chiefly  by  hunting  and  filhing, 
*^°-         and    on    wild    fruits.     But  little   of  their  time  or 
labour  could  be  fpent  on  agriculture,  where  they 
had  nothing  but  a  iVick  to  plough  with,  and  hatch- 
ets made  of  flone  to  cut  down  trees-,  which,  after 
being  burned,  or  rotted,  left   the  foil  in  a  proper 
ftate  for  bearing. 

The  women  lived  in  a  ftate  of  oppreffion  on 
the  Oroonoko,  as  they  do  in  all  barbarous  re- 
gions. The  favage,  whofe  wants  engage  his 
whole  attention,  is  employed  only  in  pioviding 
for  his  fafety  and  his  fubfiftence.  He  haiii  no 
other  allurement  to  partake  of  the  pleafurcs  cf 
love,  than  that  mere  natural  inftindl  which  aiter-ds 

to 
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to  the  perpetuity  of  the  fpecies.  The  intercourfe  BOOK 
between  the  two  fexes,  which  is  generally  cafual, 
would  fcarce  ever  be  followed  by  any  permanent 
confequences,  if  paternal  and  maternal  tenderncfs 
did  not  attach  the  parents  to  their  offspring.  But 
before  the  firft  child  can  provide  for  itfelf,  others 
are  born  which  call  for  the  fame  care.  At  length 
the  inftant  arrives,  when  this  focial  reafon  exifls  no 
more :  but  then,  the  power  of  long  habit,  the  com- 
fort of  feeing  ourfelves  furrounded  by  a  family 
more  or  lefs  numerous,  the  hopes  of  being  afliiled 
in  our  latter  years  by  our  pofterity  ;  all  thefe 
circumflances  expell  the  idea  and  the  wifh  of  a 
reparation.  The  men  are  the  perfons  who  reap 
the  greateft  advantages  from  this  cohabitation. 
Among  people  who  hold  nothing  in  eflimation  but 
ilrength  and  courage,  tyranny  is  always  exercifed 
over  weaknefs,  in  return  for  the  protection  that  is 
afforded  it.  The  women  live  in  a  ftate  of  dis- 
grace. Labours,  confidered  as  the  moft  abjed, 
are  their  portion.  Men,  whofe  hands  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  handling  of  arms,  and  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  oar,  would  think  themfelves  de- 
graded, if  they  employed  them  in  fedendary  oc- 
cupations, or  even  in  the  labours  of  agriculture. 

Among  a  people  of  fliepherds,  who  having  a 
more  certain  exiflence,  can  beftow  rather  more  at- 
tention upon  making  it  agreeable,  the  women  are 
lefs  wretched.  In  the  eafe  and  leifure  which 
they  enjoy,  thefe  people  can  form  to  themfelves 
an  idea  of  beauty,  they  can  indulge  their  tafte  in 
the  objed  of  their  affections;  and,  to  the  idea  of 
natural  pleafure,  can  add  that  of  a  more  noble  fen- 
fa  ti  on. 

The  connections  between  the  two  fexes  are 
ftill  further  improved,  as  foon  as  the  lands  begin 
to  be  cukivated.  Property,  which  had  no  exifl- 
ence among  favages,  and  v/as  of  little  confequence 

amorg 
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E  o  o  K  among  a  people  of  fhephcrds,  begins  to  acquire  a 
^''-  degree  of  importance  among  a  people  engaged  in 
^  ~  agriculture.  Tlie  inequality  which  foon  intro- 
duces itfeif  among  the  fortunes  of  men,  mufl 
occafion  fome  in  the  confideration  tliey  hold. 
The  tics  of  marriage  are  then  no  longer  formed  by 
chance;  but  according  to  conditions  in  life  that 
are  fuitable  to  each  other.  A  man,  in  order  to  be 
accepted,  mufl:  make  himfelf  agreeable  ;  and  this 
necelfit-y  brir.gs  on  attentions  to  the  women,  and 
gives  them  a  degree  of  dignity. 

They  receive  additional  importance  from  the 
cftabliiTiment  of  the  arts  and  of  commerce. 
Bufinefs  is  then  incrcafcd,  and  conne(f\ions  arc 
complicated.  Men,  who  are  often  obliged,  from 
more  extenfive  affairs,  to  quit  their  manufa<f\ures 
and  their  home,  are  under  the  necefliiy  of  adding 
to  their  talents  the  vigilance  of  their  wives.  As 
the  habit  of  gallantry,  luxury,  and  dilfipation, 
hath  not  yet  entirely  dilguflied  them  of  folitary  or 
ferious  occupations,  they  devote  themfelves,  with- 
out referve,  and  with  fuccefs,  to  fundions  with 
which  tliey  think  themfelves  honoured.  The 
retirement  which  this  kind  of  life  requires,  ren- 
ders the  practice  of  all  the  domeflic  virtues  dear 
and  familiar  to  them.  The  influence,  the  re- 
fped,  and  the  attachment  of  all  thofe  that  are 
about  them,  are  the  reward  of  a  conduift  fo 
tftirnabie. 

At  length  the  time  comes,  when  men  grow 
difgufled  of  labour  from  the  increafe  of  their 
fortunes.  Their  pripxipal  care  is  to  prevent  time 
from  hanging  heavy  on  their  hands,  to  multiply 
ihcir  amufements,  and  to  extend  their  enjoy- 
ments. At  this  period  the  women  are  eagerly 
fought  after  :,  both  on  account  of  the  amiable  qua- 
lities they  hold  from  nature,  and  of  thofe  they  have 
leceived  from  education.  Their  connedlions  be- 
come 
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come  more  extenfive,  fo  that  they  are  no  longer  BOOK 
fuited  for  a  retired  hfe^  but  required  to  fhine  in  a  ^"' 
more  brilliant  fcene.  When  introduced  upon  the 
ftage  of  the  world,  they  become  the  foul  of  every 
plealiire,  and  the  primum  mobile  of  the  mod  im- 
portant affairs.  Supreme  happinefs  confifts  in 
making  one's  felf  agreeable  to  them,  and  it  is  the 
height  of  ambition  to  obtain  fome  diftin^tion  from 
them.  Then  it  is,  that  the  freedom  which  exifts 
between  the  two  fexes  in  a  flate  of  nature  is  re- 
vived, with  this  remarkable  difference,  that  in 
poliffied  cities  the  hufband  is  often  lefs  attached 
to  his  wife,  and  the  wife  to  her  hufband,  than 
in  the  midft  of  the  forefts ;  that  their  offsprings 
trufted,  at  the  inftant  of  their  birth,  to  the  hands 
of  mercenaries,  are  no  longer  a  tie  ;  and  that  in»- 
fidelity,  which  would  be  attended  with  no  fatal 
confequences  among  moft  favage  people,  affects 
domeftic  tranquillity  and  happinefs amongft civiliz- 
ed nations  ;  where  it  is  one  of  the  principal  fymp- 
toms  of  general  corruption,  and  of  the  extindion 
of  all  decent  affections. 

The  tyranny  exercifed  agaiijft  the  women  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Oroonoko,  (till  more  than  in  the 
reft  of  the  New  World,  mud  be  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal caufesofthe  depopulation  of  thefe  countries 
that  are  fo  much  favoured  by  nature.  Mothers 
have  contradted  the  cuftom  of  deftroying  the 
daughters  they  bring  forth,  by  cutting  the  umbi- 
lical cord  fo  clofe  to  the  body,  that  the  children 
die  of  an  hcemorrhage.  Chriftianiiy  itfelf  hath  not 
even  been  able  to  put  a  ftop  to  this  abominable 
practice.  The  fac\  is  confirmed  by  the  Jefuit 
Gumilla ;  who  being  informed  that  one  of  his 
converts  had  been  guilty  of  fuch  a  murder,  \rent 
to  her  in  order  to  reproach  her  of  her  crime  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms.  The  woman  liffcned  to  the  emif- 
fary  without   (liewing  the  leall  figns  of  emotion. 

When 
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BOO  K  When   he  had  firifhed  his  remonftrance,  fhe  de- 
^'^^-     fired  leave  toanfwer  him,  which  (he  did  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 

"  Would  to  God,  O  Father!  Would  to  God, 
*'  that  at  the  inftant  of  my  birth,  my  mother  had 
"  fhewed  love  and  compafllon  enough  for  her 
*'  child,  to  fpare  me  all  the  evils  1  have  endured, 
and  thofe  I  fliall  ftill  fufFer,  to  the  end  of  my 
life  !  Had  my  mother  deftroyed  me  at  my  birth, 
"  I  fhould  have  died,  but  1  fhould  not  have  been 
**  fenfible  of  my  death  j  and  lliould  have  cfcaped 
*'  the  moft  miferable  of  conditions.  How  much 
**  have  I  already  fuffered,  and  who  knows  what  I 
"  have  ftill  to  undergo. 

*'  Reprefent  to  ihyfclf,  O  Father,  the  troubles 
*'  that  are  referved  for  an  Indian  woman  among 
**  thefe  Indians.  They  accompany  us  into  the 
**  fields  with  their  bow  and  arrows ;  while  we 
**  go  there,  laden  with  an  infant,  whom  we  carry 
**  in  a  bafkct,  and  another,  who  hangs  at  our 
*'  breafl.  They  go  to  kill  birds,  or  to  catch 
*■  filh  •,  while  we  are  employed  in  digging  the 
*'  ground,  and  after  having  gone  through  all  the 
*'  labours  of  the  culture,  are  orbliged  alfo  to  bear 
*'  thofe  of  the  harveft.  They  return  in  the  even- 
**  ing  without  any  burthen,  and  we  bring  them 
"  roots  for  their  food,  and  maize  for  their  drink. 
*'  As  foon  as  they  come  home,  they  go  and 
*'  amufe  ihemfclves  with  their  friends  ^  while 
we  are  fetching  wood  and  water  to  prepare  for 
their  fupper.  When  they  have  eaten,  they  fall 
afleep  ^  and  we  pafs  almoft  the  whole  night  in 
*'  grinding  the  maize,  and  in  preparing  the  chica 
*'  tor  them.  And  what  reward  have  we  for  thefe 
*'  labours  ?  They  drink ;  and  when  they  arc  in- 
"  toxicated,  they  drag  ub  by  the  hair,  and  trample 
**  us  ynder  foot. 

"  O  Father, 
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"  O  Father,  would  to  God  that  my  mother  hadB  O  O  K 
deftroyed  me  at  the  inflant  of  my  birth!  Thou ^^^J^^^;^^ 
knoweft,  thyfelf,  that  our  complaints  are  juft; 
thou  hall  daily  inftances  before  thine  eyes  of 
the  truth  of  my  aflertions.  But  the  greateft 
misfortune  we  labour  under,  it  is  impoflible 
thou  fhouldeft  know.  It  is  a  melancholy  cir- 
cumftance  for  a  poor  Indian  wom.an  to  ferve 
her  hufband  as  a  flave  in  the  fields,  opprelTed 
with  fatigue,  and  at  home  deprived  of  tran- 
quillity :  but  it  is  a  dreadful  thing,  when 
twenty  years  are  elapfed,  to  fee  him  take  ano- 
ther woman,  whofe  judgment  is  not  formed. 
He  attaches  himielf  to  her.  She  bears  our 
children  ;  fhe  commands  us,  and  treats  us  as 
her  fervants ;  and  if  the  leafl:  murmur  efcape 

us,  a  flick  raifed Oh  I  Father, 

how  is  it  poffible  that  we  Ihould  bear  this  con- 
dition ?  What  can  an  Indian  woman  do  better, 
than  to  prevent  her  child  from  living  in  a  ftate 
of  flavery  infinitely  worfe  than  death  .?  Would 
to  God,  O  Father !  I  repeat   it,   that   my  mo- 
ther had  conceived  alTecftion  enough  for  me  to 
bury  me  when  I  was  born  !  My  heart  would  net 
have  been  thus  afflicted ;  nor  would  mine  eyes 
have  been  accuftomed  to  tears." 
The   Spaniards,  who  could  not   pay  attention  State  of 
to  all  the  repions  they  difcovered,  loft  fisht  of  the^'lJi^P^" 
Orooccko.     They  did  not  attempt  to  lau  up  this  ny  formed 
river  again  'till  the  year  1535,   when,  not  having o"  the 
found  there  the  mines  they  were  in  fearch  of,  they  tj^e^Oroo- 
neglecled   it.      Neverthtlefs,    the    few   who  had  noko. 
been  th.-own   upon   this  fpot,  devoted   themfelves 
with  fo  much  alfiduity  to  the  culture  of  tobacco, 
that  they  delivered  a  few  cargoes  of  it  every  year 
to  the  foreign  veilels  which  came  to  purchafs  it. 
This  contraband  trade  was  prohibited  by  the  mo- 
ther-country, and  this  weak  Settlement  was  twice 
Vol.  III.  G  plundered 
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BOOK  plundered  by  enterprifing  pirates.  Thefe  difafters 
^"-  occafioned  it  to  be  forgotten.  It  was  recalled  to 
mind  again  in  1753.  The  commodore  Nicholas 
de  Ytuiiaga  was  fcnt  there.  This  prudent  man 
eftabiilhed  a  regular  fyllem  of  government  in  the 
colony,  that  had  formed  itfclf  inlenfibly  in  this  part 
of  the  New  World. 

In  1771,  thirteen  villages  were  fecn  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Oroonoko,  which  contained  four 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  nineteen  Spaniards, 
Meftees,  Mulattoes,  or  Negroes  ;  four  hundred 
and  thirty-one  plantations ;  and  twelve  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-four  oxen,  mules  or 
horfcs. 

At  the  (ame  period,  the  Indians,  who  had  been 
prevailed  upon  to  quit  their  favage  life,  were  dif- 
iribmed  in  forty-nine  hamlets. 

The  five  of  thefe  which  had  been  under  the  di- 
rcdlion  of  the  Jefuits,  computed  fourteen  hundred 
and  twenty-fix  inhabitants,  three  hundred  and  for- 
ty-four plantations,  and  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
heads  of  cattle. 

Eleven  of  them,  which  are  under  the  direction 
of  the  Francifcan  friars,  reckoned  nineteen  hundred 
and  thirty-four  inhabitants,  three  hundred  and  five 
plantations,  and  nine  hundred  and  fifty  heads  of 
cattle. 

Eleven  others,  which  are  under  the  direction 
of  the  Capuchins  of  Arragon,  computed  two  thou- 
fand two  hundred  and  eleven  inhabitants,  four  hun- 
dred and  feventy  plantations,  and  five  hundred  and 
Icven  heads  of  cattle. 

The  two  and  twenty  which  are  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Capuchins  of  Catalonia,  reckoned  fix 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  inhabitants,  fif- 
teen hu'idred  and  ninety-two  plantations,  and  for- 
ty-fix thoufand  heads  of  cattle. 

2  This 
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This  amounted  in  the  whole  to  fixty-two  colo-B  O  O  K 
nies,  fixteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty  in-,    ^^^' 
habitants,  three  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty- 
two  plantations,  and  feventy-two  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  forty-one  heads  of  cattle. 

'Till  thefe  laft  mentioned  times,  the  Dutch 
of  Curasao  were  the  only  perfons  who  traded  with 
this  fettlement.  They  fupplied  it's  wants,  and 
were  paid  with  tobacco,  hides,  and  cattle.  The 
bargains  were  all  concluded  at  St.  Thomas,  the 
capital  of  the  colony.  The  Negroes  and  the  Eu- 
ropeans managed  their  own  affairs ;  but  they  were 
the  miflionaries  alone  who  treated  for  their  con-' 
verts.  The  fame  arrangement  of  things  ftili  fub- 
fifts,  although  for  fome  years  paft  the  competition 
of  the  Spanilh  fhips,  hath  begun  to  keep  away  the 
fmuggling  vclTels. 

It  is  pleafing  to  entertain  a  hope,  that  thefe  vafl: 
and  fertile  regions  will  at  length  emerge  from  the 
flate  of  obfcurity  into  which  they  are  plunged,  and 
that  the  feeds  which  have  been  fown  there  will  pro- 
duce, fooner  or  later,  abundant  fruits.  B^itween  a 
favage  life  and  a  flate  of  fociety,  there  is  an  im- 
menfe  defert  to  pafs :  but  from  the  infancy  of  ci- 
vilization, to  the  full  vigour  of  trade,  there  are  but 
a  few  fteps  to  take.  Time,  as  it  increafea  ftrength, 
fhortens  dillanccs.  The  advantage  that  might  be 
obtained  from  the  labour  of  thefe  new  colonies,  by 
procuring  them  conveniences,  v/ould  bring  riches 
to  Spain. 

Behind  thefe  very  extenfive  coafls  of  which  Short  de- 
we  have  been  fpeaking,  and  in  the  inland  part  of  ^^'^l'^" 
the  country,  is  found  what  the  Spaniards  call  the  km^auoi 
New   kingdom  of  Grenada,     It's  extent  is  pro-"fGre- 
digious.     It's  climate  is  more  or  Icfs  damp,  more"*  *' 
or  iefs  cold,  more  or  lefs  hot,  and  more  or  lefs 
temperate,  according  to  the  direction  of  the  branch- 
es of  the  Cardrkifias  mountains  >^iGh  interfe<^ 
C  2.  the 
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B  O  O  Kthe  different  parts  of  it.     Few  of  thefe  mountains 
_^'j_;_^are  Cufceptible  of  cultivation:    but   moft  of  the 
plains  and  valleys  that  feparatc  them,  exhibit  a  fer- 
tile foil. 

Even  before  the  conqueO,  the  country  was 
very  fittle  inhabited.  In  the  midft  of  the  favages 
that  wandered  over  it,  a  nation  had  however  been 
formed  which  had  a  religion,  a  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  which  pradlifed  cultivation.  This  na- 
tion  though  inferior  to  the  Mexicans  and  Peruvi- 
ans, had  raifed  itfelf  much  above  the  other  people 
of  America.  Neither  hiftory  nor  tradition  inform 
us  in  what  manner  this  ftate  had  been  created  ;  but 
we  muft  fuppofe  that  it  hath  exifted,  although  there 
be  no  traces  remaining  of  it's  civilization. 

This  kingdom,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to 
call  it  fo,  was  called  Bogota.  Benalcazar, 
who  commanded  at  Quito,  attacked  it  in  1526, 
on  the  Ibuth  fide  j  and  Quefada,  who  had  landed 
at  Saint  Martha,  attacked  it  on  the  north.  It 
was  to  be  Aippofed,  thet  men  united  among 
themfclves,  accuftomed  to  fight  together,  and  led 
on  by  an  abfolute  chief,  would  make  (bme  re- 
fiftance.  This  they  accordingly  did  ;  bur  were 
at  length  obliged  to  yield  to  the  valour,  the  arms, 
and  the  difcipline  of  the  Europeans.  The  two 
Spanifh  captains  had  the  glory,  fince  it  is  one, 
of  adding  one  large  poUeflion  to  thofe  with 
which  their  fovereigns  had  fuffered  themfelves  to 
be  overloaded  in  this  New  Hemifphere.  In  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  the  provinces  more  or  lefs  diftant 
from  this  central  point,  were  partly  fubjeded* 
We  fay  partly,  becaufe  fuch  is  the  natural  difpo- 
fition  of  the  country,  that  it  was  never  poflible  to 
fubduc  all  it's  inhabitants;  and  that  thofe  among 
them  who  had  fnbmitted  to  the  yoke,  broke  it  as 
foon  as  they  had  the  courage  to  determine  refo- 
luiely  about  it.  It  is  not  even  improbable,  that 
I  molt 
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moft  of  them  would  have  taken  this  refolution,B  O  O  K 
had  they  been  employed  in  thofe  deftrLi(f\ive  la-  ,_yjJL^ 
bours  which   have  caufed    fuch   ravages    in   the 
other  parts  of  the  New  World. 

Some   writers  have  fpoken  with  almofl  unex-'^y'i'''fthe 
ampled  enthufiafm,  of  the  riches  which  were  at  ^jq^^^Jt"^' 
firft  derived  from  this  new  kingdom.     They  make  Grenada 
them  amount  to  a  fum  capable  of  aflonilhing  the  J^^^'^^*?""' 
minds  of  thofe  who  are  moft  eager  of  the  mar-  and  what' 
vellous.     Never,  perhaps,  was  exaggeration  ever  it  may 
carried  fo  far.     If  the  reality  had  only  approach    ^^^^  * 
ed  near  to  the  fabulous  accounts,  this  remarkable 
profperity  would  have  been  recorded  in  the  pub- 
lic regiflers,   as  well  as  the  ftate  of  all  the  colo- 
nies that  are  really  important.     Other  monuments 
could  have  perpetuated  the  remembrance  of  it. 
Thefe  treafures  have  never  therefore  exifted  at  any 
time,  except  under  the  pen  of  a  few  writers,  na- 
turally credulous,  or  who  fuffered  themfelves  to  be 
feduced  by  the  hope  of  adding  to  the  iplendour 
with  which  their  country  already  fhone. 

The  New  kingdom  furnifhes  at  prefent  the  eme- 
rald, a  precious  ftone,  which  is  tranfparent,  and  of 
a  green  colour,  and  which  hath  no  greater  degree 
of  hardnefs  than  the  rock  cryftal. 

Some  countries  of  Europe  furnifli  emeralds;  but 
they  are  of  a  very  imperfect  kind,  and  in  little 
eftimation. 

It  was  for  a  long  time  believed,  that  emeralds 
of  a  bright  green  came  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  and 
it  is  on  this  account  that  they  have  been  called 
oriental.  This  opi'/ion  hath  been  rejected,  fince 
thofe  who  fupported  it  have  not  been  able  to  name 
the  places  where  they  were  found.  It  is  now  cer- 
tain that  Afia  hath  never  fold  us  any  of  thefe  jew- 
els, except  what  flie  herfelf  had  received  from  the 
New  Hemifphere. 

These 
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BOOK  These  beautiful  emeralds,  therefore,  belong  cer- 
thinly  to  America  alone.  The  firft  conquerors  of 
Peru  found  a  great  quantity  of  them,  which  they 
broke  on  anvils,  from  an  opinion  which  thefe  ad- 
venturers  entertained,  that  they  would  not  break 
if  they  were  fine.  This  lofs  became  tlie  more  fcn- 
fibly  (t\i  through  the  impofiibility  of  difcoverir.^ 
the  mine  from  whence  the  Incas  had  drawn  ihcm. 
The  kingdom  of  New  Grenada  foon  fupplicd  this 
deficiency.  This  diflriift  fends  at  preftnt  a  \ci\ 
quantity  of  thefe  Jewels,  whether  it  be  that  they, 
are  become  more  fcarce,  or  that  they  are  icfs  in 
fafhion  in  our  climate  than  they  were.  But  gold 
comes  from  thence  in  greater  plenty,  and  it  is  fup- 
plied  by  the  provinces  of  Popayan  and  Chaco.  It 
is  obtained  without  much  rilk,  and  at  no  conftder- 
able  expence. 

Tins  precious  metal,  which  in  other  parts 
mud  be  digged  out  of  the  entrails  of  rocks, 
mountains  and  precipice?,  is  here  found  almofl:  at 
the  furface  of  the  earth.  It  is  mixed  with  )t,  buc 
eafily  feparated  by  wafliings,  more  or  Icfs  frequent- 
ly repeated.  The  negroes,  who  are  never  em^ 
ployed  in  mines  of  any  depth,  becaufe  experience, 
hath  (hewn,  that  the  cold  in  thefe  mines  deftroyed 
them  very  fafl,  are  the  only  perfons  burthened 
with  thefe  troublefome  labour5.  The  cuftom  is, 
that  the  flaves  fliould  bri!;g  to  thtir  maflers  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  gold.  All  they  can  colledl  above 
this  quantity  belongs  to  themfclves,  as  alfo  what 
they  fir.d  upon  the  days  confccrated  to  reft  by  re- 
ligion ;  but  under  the  exprefs  condition,  that  they 
nvall  provide  for  their  fubfiftence  during  thefe  ho- 
ly da)S.  By  thefe  arrangements,  the  moft  labo- 
rious, the  moft  f'Ugal,  and  the  moft  fortunate 
among  them,  are  able,  fooner  or  later,  to  purchafe 
their  liberty.     Then  they  raife  their  eyes  towards 

the 
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the  Spaniards :  then  they  mix  their  blood  with  that  BOOK 
of  thefe  proud  conquerors,  ^^^• 

The  Court  of  Madrid  was  diiTatisfied  that  a 
region,  the  natural  advantages  of  which  were  con- 
tinually extolled,  fhould  furnifh  fo  few  articles, 
and  fo  little  of  each.  The  diftance  of  this  im- 
menfe  country  from  the  center  of  authority,  efta-' 
blifhed  at  Lima  for  the  government  of  all  South 
America,  mufl:  have  been  one  of  the  priiicipai 
caufes  of  this  inactivity.  A  more  immediate  fu- 
perintendence  was  accordingly  given  to  it,  in  order 
to  commuricate  more  motion  to  it,  and  to  make 
that  motion  more  regular.  The  viceroyalty  of 
Peru  was  divided  into  two  parts.  That  which  was 
cflablifhed  in  171  8,  in  the  New  kingdom  of  Gre- 
nada, was  formed  upon  the  North  Sea,  of  all  that 
fpace  that  extends  from  the  frontiers  of  Mexico  to 
the  Oroonoko ;  and  upon  the  South  Sea  of  that 
fpace  which  begins  at  Veragua  and  ends  at  Turn- 
bez.  In  the  inland  parts  of  the  country  C^uito  was 
alfo  incorporated  in  it. 

This  new  arrangement,  though  prudent  and 
neceffary,  did  not  at  fir  ft  produce  the  great  ad- 
vantages that  were  expeded  from  it.  Much  time 
is  required  to  form  good  diredors;  and  more 
flill,  perhaps,  to  eflablifh  order,  and  to  reftore 
to  labour  whole  generations,  enervated  by  con- 
tinuing for  two  centuries  in  a  ftate  of  idlenefs  and 
libertinilm.  The  revolution  hath  however  begun 
to  take  place  ^  and  Spain  already  receives  fome  be- 
r.efit  from  it. 

Half  of  the  gold  colleded  in  tlie  colony  was 
fmuggled  to  foreigners-,  and  it  was  chiefly  by 
the  rivers  Atrato  and  de  la  Hache,  that  this  clan- 
dcftine  trade  was  carried  on.  The  government 
have  made  themfclvcs  mailers  of  the  courfe  of  thefc 
rivers,  by  forts  properly  ficuated.  Notwithftand- 
ing  ihefe  precautions,  the  fmuggiing  will  itill  con-. 

linuc. 
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BOOK  tlnuc,  as  long  as  the  Spaniards  and  their  neigh- 
2^^!l  .  b'^^i's  fliall    find   their  intcrcft  in  it  ;    but  it  will 
diminifh.     The  harbours  of  the   mother-country 
will  fend  a  greater  quantity  of  merchandife,    and 
will  receive  more  metals 

The  communication  between  one  province, 
one  city,  and  even  one  village  and  another,  was 
difficult  or  impracticable.  Every  traveller  was 
more  or  lefs  cxpofed  to  be  plundered,  or  maf- 
facred  by  the  independent  Indians.  Thefe  ene- 
miep,  who  were  formerly  implacable,  yield,  by 
degrees,  to  the  invitations  of  the  millionarics 
who  have  the  courage  to  go  in  fearch  of  tliem, 
and  to  the  marks  of  benevolence  which  have  at 
length  fuccceded  to  the  cruelties  fo  generally 
practifed  in  the  New  World.  If  this  mild  fpirit 
fhould  be  continued,  the  favagcs  of  this  region 
may  one  day  become  all  civilized,  aud  have  a  fixed 
refidence. 

Notwithstanding  the  known  goodncfs  of 
great  part  of  the  territory,  feveral  of  the  provinces 
lorming  the  New  kingdom,  ufed  to  draw  their 
fubliftence  from  Europe  or  from  North  America. 
At  length  the  government  have  been  able  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign  flour  through- 
out the  extent  of  the  vice-royaltv,  and  even  to  fur- 
rilli  Cuba  with  fome.  When  the  means  fhaU'r-o 
longer  be  wanting,  private  plantations  v/ill  be  eft  a - 
biilhcd  in  the  New  World  along  the  coafts ;  but 
the  difficulty  and  the  dearnefs  of  traufport,  will  ne- 
ver allow  the  inland  parts  of  their  country  to  ex- 
tend their  harvefts  beyond  what  is  required  for  lo- 
cal confumption.  The  chief  wifli  of  the  people 
who  inhabit  thefe  parts,  is  generally  confined  to 
the  exter.fion  of  the  mines. 

Every   thing  announces  that  thefe  mines  are, 
in  a  manner,   innumerable  in  the  New  kingdom. 
The  quality  of  the  foil  points  them  out.     The  ai- 
med 
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mod  daily  earthquakes  that  happen  there  are  ovvenB  O  O  K 
to  them.  It  is  from  them  that  the  gold  muft  flow, 
which  the  rivers  habitually  carry  along  with  them  ; 
and  it  is  from  them  that  the  gold  came,  which 
the  Spaniards,  at  their  firft  arrival  in  the  New 
World,  took  from  the  favages  on  the  coafts  in 
fuch  great  quantities.  Thefe  are  not  mere  con- 
jedlures  at  Maraquita,  at  Mufo,  at  Pampeluna, 
at  Tacayma,  and  at  Canaverales.  The  great 
mines  that  are  found  there  are  going  to  be  open- 
ed ;  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  not  be  lefs  abun- 
dant than  thofe  of  the  valley  of  Neyva,  which 
for  feme  time- pad  have  been  worked  with  fo 
much  fuccefs,  Thefe  new  treafures  will  all 
unite  thernfelves  to  thofe  of  Chaco  and  Popayan 
in  Santa  Fe  de  Bogota,  the  capital  of  the  vice- 
royalty. 

The  city  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  deep  and 
cold  mountain,  at  the  entrance  of  a  vafl  and 
fuperb  plain.  In  1774,  it  contained  feventeen 
hundred  and  feventy  houfes,  three  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  forty-fix  families,  and  fixteen  thou- 
fand two  hundred  and  thirty-three  inhabitants. 
Population  mud:  necelTarily  increafe  there,  fincc 
it  is  the  feat  of  government,  the  place  where  the 
coin  is  ftricken,  the  flaple  of  trade ;  and  laftly, 
fince  it  is  the  refidence  of  an  archbiihop,  whofe 
immediate  jurifdidion  extends  over  thirty-one 
Spanifh  villages,  which  are  called  towns;  over 
one  hundred  and  ninety-five  Indian  colonies,  an- 
ciently fubdued  ;  and  over  eight  and  twenty  mif- 
fions,  eftablifhed  in  modern  times.  This  arch- 
bifhop  hath  likewife,  as  metropolitan,  a  fort  of 
infpedion  over  the  diocefes  of  Quito,  of  Panam?, 
of  Caraccas,  of  Saint  Martha,  and  of  Carthagcna.^ 
It  is  by  this  laft  place,  though  at  the  diftance  of 
one  hundred  leagues,  and  by  the  river  Magda- 
lena,   that   Santa  Fe  keeps   up  it's  communica- 

ii»i: 
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BOOKtion  with  Europe.  Tiie  fame  route  •  ferves  for 
v-Zi!^^  Quito.  1 

Remark-  This  provincc  is  of  immcnfc  cxteiit;  but  the 
abietlngu-  gieatcft  part  of  this  vaft  fpacc  is  inli  of  forefls, 
Unties  m  moralles,   and   deferts,   in    which^Ve  meet   with 

tne  pro-  ii  r  t      ■  r  •■ 

viiice  of  nothing  but  a  tew  wandermg  lavages,.. at  great  in- 
Q^ito.  tervals  of  diftance.  The  oiijy  part  that  can  pro- 
perly be  faid  to  be  occupieci,  and  governed  by  the 
Spaiiiards,  is  a  valley  of  fourfcoie  leagues  in 
le.igih,  and  fifteen  in  breadth,  formed  by  two 
branch.es  of  the  Cordclcirias. 

This  is  one  of  the  ftnefl  countries  in  the  v.orlJ. 
Even  in  the  center  of  the  torrid  zone,  fpringherc 
is  perpetual.  Nature  hath  combirLed,  under  the 
line  iliai  covers  To  many  fcas  and  fo  little  land, 
every  circuinrtance  that  could  moderate  the  ar-i 
dent  heat  of  that  bencficerit  conflellation,  which: 
is  the  cauils  of  univeilal  fertility:  thefe  are,  the 
elevation  of  the  globe  in  this  fummit  of  it's* 
fphere;  the  viciniiy  of  mountains  of  immenfei 
height  and  extent,  and  always  covered  with 
fnows  ;  and  continual  winds  which  refrelh  the! 
country  the  whole  year,  by  interrupting  the  force 
of  the  peipe:idicular  rays  of  hear.  Neverthelcfs,. 
after  a  morni.ng  which  is  ufually  delightful,  v^j-i 
pours  begin  to  nrife  abou:  o^.e  or  two  o'clock  "In' 
the  forenoon.  The  fky  is  covered  with  gloomy! 
clouds,  which  are  changed  into  florms.  Then: 
the  whole  atmofphere  is  illuminated,  and  appears", 
to  be  fct  on  fire  by  lightning  ;  and  the  thunder* 
makes  the  mountains  rcfound  with  a  ierrible« 
noifc.  To  thefe,  dreadful  earthquakes  are  fomc-: 
times  added :  at  other  tunes  rain  or  funfhine 
prevails  without  intermilhon  for  fifteen  days  to-i 
gether  i  and  then  tliere  is  an  univeifal  conflcr-« 
nation.  The  cxcefs  of  moifluie  fpoils  what  Is. 
fown,  and  drought  produces  dangerous  dif-- 
cafes.  .  I 

But, 
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But,  if  we  except  thefe  unhappy  accidenls,  B  O  O  K 
which  are  extremely  rare,  the  climate  is  one  of, 
the  mod  wholefome.  The  air  is  fo  pure,  that 
thofe  rjaufeoLis  infeds  are  there  unknown  which 
jnfeft  almoft  the  whole  of  America.  Though 
licentioufnefs  and  neglecft  render  venereal  com- 
plaints here  almoft  general,  the  people  fuffer 
very  little  from  them.  Thofe  who  have  inherited 
this  contagious  diftemper,  or  who  have  acquired 
it,  grow  old  equally  without  danger  and  withouc 
inconvenience. 

The  moifture  and  the  aflion  of  the  fun  being 
continual,  and  always  fufficient  to  unfold  and 
ftrengthen  the  fhoots,  the  agreeable  pidlure  of 
the  three  moft  beautiful  feafons  of  the  year  is 
continually  prefented  to  the  eye  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. In  proportion  as  the  grafs  withers,  frefh 
grafs  fprings  up;  and  the  enamel  of  the  meadows 
is  hardly  paft,  but  it  appears  frefli.  The  trees 
are  incelfantly  covered  with  green  leaves,  adorned 
with  odoriferous  flowers,  and  always  laden  with 
fruit  ;  the  colour,  form,  and  beauty  of  which  are 
continually  varying  in  all  their  feveral  progrelBve 
ftates,  from  their  firft  appearance  to  their  matu- 
rity. The  corn  advances  in  the  famv  progreflioii 
of  fertility  that  is  always  renewing.  At  one  view 
one  may  behold  the  new  fown  feed  fpringing  up, 
fome  that  is  grown  larger  and  fpiked  with  ears, 
fome  turning  yellow,  and  fome  under  the  reaper's 
fcythe.  The  whole  year  is  paiTed  in  fowing  and 
reaping,  within  the  compafs  of  the  fame  horizon. 
This  conftant  variety  depends  on  thediverfity  of 
the  expofures. 

AccoRPiNGLY,  this  is  the  moil  populous  part  R"!"^,''* 
of  the  continent  of  America.     There  are  ten  or  "^^^J^.^y^f 
twelve  thoufand  inhabitp.nts  at  St.  Michael  d'ibar-Q«!uo  i-  f# 
ra.     Eighteen  or  twenty  thoufand  at  Ocabalo.    Ten  pop'^Jou:- 

or 
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BOOKor  twelve  thoufand  at  Lataciinga.  Eighteen  or 
^^_^^V__^ twenty  thoufand  at  Riobamba.  Eight  or  ten 
as  it  is.  thoufnnd  at  Hambato.  From  five  and  twenty  to 
Labours  thirty  thoufand  at  Cuenfa.  Ten  thoufand  at 
hibi'wats"  Loxa,  and  fix  thoufand  at  Zumara.  The  country 
places  do  not  afford  a  Icfs  number  of  men  than  the 
towns. 

Population  would  certainly  be  lefs  confider- 
able,  if,  as  in  many  other  places,  the  people 
bad  been  buried  in  the  mines.  Numberlefs 
writers  have  blamed  the  inhabitants  of  this  diftricSt 
for  not  having  continued  to  work  the  mines  that 
were  opened  at  the  time  of  the  conqucft,  and  for 
having  negledted  thofe  that  have  been  fucceflively 
difcovered.  This  reprviuch  appears  to  be  ill- 
founded  to  enlightened  pcrfons,  who  have  an 
opportunity  of  examining  nearly  into  thcfe  mat- 
ters. Their  opinion  in  general  is,  that  the  mines 
of  this  diftridt  are  not  lufticiently  plentiful  to  de- 
fray the  necefliiry  expences  of  working  them. 
"We  fhall  not  pretend  to  decide  upon  this  difpute. 
Neverthelefs,  if  we  do  but  juft  confider  the  pallion 
which  the  Spaniards  have  always  fliewn  for  the 
kind  of  wealth,  which,  without  any  labour  on  their 
parts,  coft  nothing  more  than  the  blood  of  their 
flaves,  we  fhall  be  induced  to  think,  that  nothing 
but  a  total  impoflibiiity,  evinced  by  repeated  ex- 
perience, can  have  determined  them  to  refift  their 
natural  propcnfity,  and  the  urgent  felicitations  of 
the  mother  country. 

In  the  country  of  Quito,  the  manufaftures 
keep  thofe  perfons  employed,  who  in  other  parts 
are  enervated  by  the  mines.  Many  hats,  cottons, 
and  coarfe  woollen  cloths  arc  fabricated  there. 
With  the  produce  of  the  quantity  of  thefc  articles, 
confumed  in  the  different  countries  of  South 
America,  Quito  paid  for  the  wines,  brandy,  and 
oils,  which  It  was  not  allowed  to  procure  from  it's 

only 
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own  foil  i  for  the  dried  and  fait  fifh  that  cameB  O  O  ic 
from  the  coafls;  for  the  foap,  made  of  goat's  ^^i___^ 
^reafe,  that  was  fupplicdhy  Piiira  and  TruCcillo^ 
for  the  crude  or  wrought  iron  that  was  wanted  for 
it's  manufadures;  and  for  the  fmall  quantity  that 
it  was  poffible  it  (hould  confume  of  the  merchan- 
dife  of  our  hemifphere.  Thefe  refouices  have 
been  confiderably  leflened,  fmce  manufactures  of 
the  fame  kind  have  been  eftablilhed  in  the  neigh- 
bouring provinces;  and  efpeciaJly  f.nce  the  fupe- 
rior  cheapnefs  of  the  European  cottons  and  linens 
hath  extended  the  ufe  of  them  in  a  fingular  man- 
ner. Accordingly,  the  country  is  fallen  into  tiie 
moft  extreme  ftate  of  mifery. 

It  will  never  emerge  from  this  lituation  by  it's 
provifions.  Not  but  that  it's  fields  are  in  general 
covered  with  fugar  canes,  with  all  forts  of  corn, 
with  delicious  fruits,  and  with  numerous  flocks. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  foil  fo  fertile,  and 
cultivated  with  fo  Httle  expence  ;  bijt  nothing 
that  it  furmflics  ci^n  fupply  foreign  markets. 
It's  natural  riches  muft  be  confumed  upon  the 
fame  territory  that  hath  produced  them.  The 
baik  is  it's  only  production  which  it  has  hitherto 
been  poflible  to  export. 

The   tree  whi.ch  yields  this  precious  remedy  The  bark 
hath  a  (Ireight  ftem,  and  rifes  to  a  con fider able  J-°"^^^^j^^ 
height  when  left  to  itfelf.      It's   trunk  and  it's  province 
branches  are  proportioned   to   it's  height.      The°^^^""- 
leaves,  which  are  oppofite,  and  connedled  at  their  q^s  upon 
bafe   by   an   intermediary  membrane  or  ftipula,  ti'is  m- 
are  of  an  oval   figure,   fpread  out  at  the  lower  "^^'^^" 
part,  and   acute  i!^l  their   apex  j  they   are   very 
fmooth  and  of  a   beautiful   green.       From   the 
a^illas  of  the   upper   leaves,   which  are  fmaller, 
arife  clufters  of  flowers,  refembling,  at  firft  fight, 
thofe  of  the  lavender.      Their  calix,   which   is 
^ort,  hath  f;v.e  divifions.     The  corolla  forms  gn 

elongated 
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B  q O  Kelongated  tube,  blueifh  on  the  outfide,  and  red 
^^'"  within  i  it  is  filled  with  five  ftamina,  fpread  out 
at  the  upper  part,  and  divided  into  five  lobes 
finely  dentaled.  It  bears  upon  a  piftil,  which 
being  furmounted  with  a  iingle  llyle,  occupies 
the  fundus  of  the  cahx,  and  becomes  with  it  a 
dry  fruit,  tiuncated  at  the  upper  extremity,  and 
divided  longitudinally  into  two  half- pods  full  of 
feeds,  and  lined  with  a  membraneous  expan- 
fion. 

This  tree  grows  upon  the  flope  of  mountains. 
The  only  precious  part  of  it  is  the  bark,  known 
by  it's  febrifuge  qualities,  and  which  requires  no 
other  preparation  than  that  of  drying.  The 
thickeft  was  preferred,  'till  repeated  analyfes  and 
experiments  had  fhewn,  that  the  thinnefl:  poITefled 
mod  virtue. 

The  inhabitants  diflinguifh  three  fpecies,  or 
rather  three  varieties  of  bark.  The  yellow  and 
the  red,  which  arc  in  equal  eflimation,  and  differ 
only  in  the  depth  of  their  colour ;  and  the  white, 
which  being  of  a  much  inferior  quality,  is  not  in 
great  rcqueil.  It  is  diftinguilhed  by  it's  leaf  be- 
ing Icfs  fmooth  and  rounder,  it's  flower  whiter,  it's 
feed  larger,  and  it's  bark  white  on  the  outlide. 
The  bark  of  the  good  fpecies  is  generally  brown, 
brittle,  and  rough  on  it's  lurface,  with  cracks  up- 
on it. 

Upon  the  borders  of  the  river  Maragnon,  the 
country  of  Jaen  furnifhes  a  great  deal  of  white 
bark  :  but  it  was  imagined,  for  a  long  time,  that 
the  yellow  and  the  red  were  found  no  where  but 
upon  the  territory  of  Loxa,  a  town  founded,  in 
1546,  by  Captain  Alonzo  de  Mercadillo.  The 
moft  eflcemed  was  that  which  grew  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  two  leagues  from  this  place,  upon  the 
mountain  of  Cajanuma  ;  and  no  longer  than  fifty 
years  ago,  the  merchants  ufed  to  endeavour  to 

piove 
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prove  by  certificates,  that  the  bark  which  they  book. 
fold  came  from  that  celebrated  fpor.  In  cndea-  ,_Vi^ 
vouring  to  encreafe  the  quantity  collecfted,  the 
old  trees  were  defbroyed,  and  the  new  ones  were 
not  fuffered  to  come  to  their  complete  growth  ; 
fo  that  the  tailed  of  them  are  at  prefenc  fcarce 
three  toifes  high.  This  fcarcity  occafioned  the 
trees  to  be  fearched  for  in  other  places.  At 
length  the  fame  tree  was  difcovered  at  Riobamba, 
at  Cuen9a,  in  the  neighbourho  d  of  Loxa ;  and 
flill  more  recently  at  Bogota  in  the  New  King- 
dom. 

The  bark  was  known  at  Rome  in  1639.  The 
Jefuits,  who  had  brought  it  there,  diftributed  it 
gratis  to  the  poor,  and  fold  it  at  an  exorbitant 
price  to  the  rich.  The  year  following,  John  dc 
Vega,  phyfician  to  a  vice-queen  of  Peru,  who 
had  experienced  the  falutary  efFLCts  of  it,  efta- 
blifhed  it  in  Spain  at  a  hundred  crowns  a  pound*. 
This  remedy  foon  acquired  great  reputation, 
which  it  maintained  till  the  iiihahitants  of  Loxa, 
not  being  able  to  fupp!y  the  demands  that  were 
made  on  them,  thought  of  mixing  other  barks 
vvith  that  for  which  there  was  fo  much  demand. 
This  fraud  diminifhed  the  confidence  that  had 
been  placed  in  the  bark.  The  meafures  taken 
by  the  court  of  Madrid  to  remedy  fo  dangerous 
an  impofition,  were  not  entirely  fuccefsful.  The 
late  difcoveries  have  becin  more  efft;(^tual  than 
authority,  in  putting  a  flop  to  this  adulteration. 
Accordingly,  the  ufe  of  the  remedy  hath  become 
more  general,  efpecially  in  England. 
.  It  is  a  generally  received  opinion,  that  the  na- 
tives of  the  country  were  very  anciently  acquaint- 
ed vvith  the  bark,  and  thjt  they  had  recourfe  to 
k's  virtues  in   intermittent  fevers.     It  was  fimply 

♦  lil.  i«3. 
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Boo  Kinfufcd  in  water,  and  tlie  liquor  given  to  the  pa- 
^^[^   .tient  to  drink,  free  of  the  refiduum.     M.  Jofcph 
de  Jullieii  taught  them  to  make  the  extract  from 
ir,  the   ufe  of  which  is  much  preferable  to  that  of 
the  bark  in  kind. 

This  Botanifl:,  the  mod  intelligent  of  thofe, 
whom  their  zeal  for  the  improvement  of  natural 
hiftory  hath  carried  into  the  Spanifh  poflellions 
in  the  New  World,  had  formed  a  much  more 
cxtcnfive  plan.  He  went  over  moft  of  the  moun- 
tains of  South  America  with  incredible  fatigues, 
and  was  juft  going  to  enrich  Europe  with  the 
valuable  difcoveries  he  had  made,  when  his  pa- 
pers were  ftolen  from  him.  An  excellent  me- 
mory might  partly  have  repaired  this  misfortune; 
but  he  was  alfo  deprived  of  this  refource.  There 
was  great  want  of  a  phyfician  and  an  engineer  in 
Peru.  M.  de  Juflieu  poflelTed  all  the  knowledge 
which  thefe  two  profelfions  required,  and  the 
government  of  the  country  called  upon  him  to 
employ  his  talents  in  this  double  capacity.  Thefc 
new  employments  were  accompanied  with  fo 
many  contradidionp,  fo  much  difgufl  and  in- 
gratitude, that  this  excellent  man  could  not  bear 
up  againft  them.  His  mind  was  totally  deranged, 
when,  in  1771,  he  was  embarked,  without  for- 
tune, for  a  country  which  he  had  quitted  fix  and 
thirty  years.  Neither  the  government  which  had 
fent  him  to  the  other  hcmiCphere,  nor  that  which 
had  detained  him  there,  condefcended  to  take 
any  care  of  his  future  deftiny;  which  would  in- 
deed have  been  deplorable,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  tendernefs  of  a  brother,  as  refpedable  for  his 
virtues  as  celebrated  for  his  knowledge.  The 
worthy  nephews  of  M.  Bernard  de  JufTieu  have 
inherited  their  uncle's  attention  to  this  unfortu- 
nate traveller,  who  died  in  1779.  May  this 
condu^  of  a  family,  whofe  name  is  illuftrious  in 

the 
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the   fciences,    ferve    as   a    model    to    all    thofe,  BOOK 

who,  cither  for    their  happinefs  or   their  misfor- , ^h.^ 

tune,  apply  themrelves  to   the  cultivation  of  lite- 
rature! 

M.  Joseph  de  Jussieu,  who  found  that  the 
people  had  received  with  docility  the  indniclions 
he  had  given  them  r^rpe<f\ing  the  bark,  endea- 
voured alio  to  perfuade  thern  to  improve  by  con- 
ftant  and  regular  atrention,  the  uild  cochineal 
vvi-,ich  the  country  irfelf  fupplied  their  manufac- 
tures with,  and  the  coarfe  cinnamon  which  they 
drew  from  Qirixos  and  IVIa,cas :  but  his  advic-e 
hath  hitherto  had  r.o  efFeii,  whether  it  be  that 
thefe  productions  have  not  been  found  fafceptible 
of  any  improvement,  or  whether  no  pains  have 
been  taken  to  brirg  it  about. 

The  laft  co'jedture  will  appear  the  mofl  pro- 
bable to  thofe  who  have  a  proper  idea  of  the 
mafters  of  the  country.  Sri  11  m^ore  generally  than 
the  other  Spa-iifli  Americans,  they  live  in  a  ftate 
of  idlenefs  from  which  nothi:";<2;  can  roufe  them, 
and  in  debaucheries  v/hich  no  motive  can  inter- 
rupt, Thefe  manners  are  more  particularly 
the  manners  of  the  perfons,  whofe  relidence, 
from  birth,  employments,  or  fortune,  is  fixed 
in  tlie  city  of  Quito,  the  capital  of  the  province, 
and  very  agreeably  built  upon  the  declivity  of  the 
celebrated  mountain  of  Pitchincha.  Fifty  thou- 
fand  Meftees,  Indians,  or  Negroes,  allured  by 
thtfc  fediicing  examples,  alfo  infeft  this  fpot 
with  their  vices,  and  in  particular  carry  their 
paffion  for  rum,  and  for  gamirig,  to  an  excefs 
th.at  is  unknown  in  the  other  great  cities  of  the 
New  World. 

But,  in  order  to  relieve  our  imagination  from  Digreflion 
fuch  a  number  of  di.'lrelTins  pictures,  which,  per-  ^po"  ^^^ 
haps,  have  too  much  engaged  our  attention,  let  uSof  ^^,^1, 
for  a  moment  cult  thefe  bloody  ftcncs,  and  let  us  tains. 

Vol.  !:I,       '  II  enter 
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BOOK  enter  into  Peru,  fixing  our  contemplation  upon 
•  thofe  frightful  mountains,  where  learned  and  bold 
aftronomers  went  to  meafure  the  figure  of  the 
earth.  Let  us  indulge  ourfelves  in  thofe  fenfations 
which  they  undoubtedly  experienced,  and  which 
every  traveller,  learned  or  ignorant,  muft  expe- 
rience, wherever  nature  prefents  him  with  fuch  a 
fcene.  Let  us  even  be  allowed  to  throw  out  fome 
general  corjedlures  refpedting  the  formation  of 
mountains. 

At  the  fight  of  thofe  enormous  mafles,  which 
rife  to  fuch  prodigious  heights  above  the  humble 
furfacc  of  the  earth,  where  almoft  all  mankind 
have  fixed  their  refidencc ;  of  thofe  maffes,  which, 
on  one  fpot  are  crowned  with  impenetrable  and 
ancient  forrlls,  that  have  never  refounded  with 
the  ftroke  of  the  hatchet,  and  which  prefent,  on 
another,  nothing  more  than  a  barren  and  dreary 
furface ;  which  in  one  country  reign  in  fedate 
and  filent  majefly,  that  flops  the  cloud  in  it's 
courfe,  and  breaks  the  impetuofity  of  the  wind  ; 
while  in  another,  they  keep  the  traveller  at  a 
didance  from  their  fummits  by  ramparts  of  ice 
that  furround  them,  from  the  center  of  which 
volleys  of  flame  ifliie  forth;  or  frighten  him  who 
attempts  to  afcend  them,  with  horrid  and  con- 
cealed caverns  digged  on  each  fide :  mafl'cs, 
feveral  of  which  give  vent  to  impetuous  torrents 
defcending  with  dreadful  noife  from  their  open 
fides,  or  to  rivers,  (Ireams,  fountains,  and  boil- 
i.:gfprirgs;  all  of  them  fpreading  their  refrcfhing 
fli^ide  over  the  plains  that  furround  them,  and 
affording  tliem  a  fuccelfive  flieher  againfl  the 
heat  of  the  fun,  from  tlie  moment  that  luminary 
gilds  their  tops  at  the  time  of  it's  rifing,  till 
tliat  of  it's  felling;  at  this  afped,  1  fay,  every 
man  isfixi  v.-ith  aftonilhmenr,  and  the  inquirer  in- 
to nature  is  led  into  reflexions. 

He 
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He  afks  himfelf,  who  it  is  that  hath  given  birth  BOOK 
here  to  Vefuvius,  to  Etna,  to  the  Appenines,  ^^^• 
and  here  to  the  Cordeleirias  ?  Thefe  mountains, 
are  they  as  old  as  the  world,  have  they  been 
produced  in  an  inflant,  or  is  the  flony  particle 
that  is  detached  from  them  more  ancient  than 
they  are  ?  Can  they  be  the  bones  of  a  fkeleton, 
of  which  the  other  terreftrial  fubftances  are  the 
fiefh  ?  Are  they  diftind  maifes,  or  do  they  hold 
together  by  one  great  common  trunk  of  which 
they  are  fo  many  branches,  and  which  ferves  as  a 
foundation  to  themfelves,  and  as  a  bafis  for  every 
thing  that  covers  them  ? 

If  we  agree  with  one  philofopher :  "  The 
"  center  of  the  earth  being  occupied  by  an  im- 
"  menfe  refervoir  of  waters,  the  fubftance  that 
"  contained  them  fuddenly  burft.  The  catarads 
"  of  the  fky  were  immediately  opened,  and 
*'  the  whole  globe  was  confounded  and  funk 
*'  under  water.  The  fabulous  account  of  chaos 
"  was  renewed,  and  the  earth  did  not  begin  to 
"  extricate  itfelf  from  this  ftate,  'till  the  time 
"  when  the  different  materials  precipitated,  ac- 
"  cording  to  the  lav/s  of  gravity,  by  which  they 
*'  were  fucceflively  impelled  ;  the  layers  of  thefe 
"  feveral  heterogeneous  fubftances  were  heaped 
"  one  upon  another,  and  raifed  their  fummirs 
*'  above  the  furface  of  the  waters,  which  went  to 
*'  dig  a  bed  for  themfelves  in  the  plains." 

Another  philofopher  obferves  :  "  That  thefe 
''  caufes  are  infufficient  to  explain  this  phaeno- 
*'  menon,  without  the  intervention  and  approach 
"  of  a  comet,  which  he  calls  forth  from  the  vafl 
*'  regions  of  fpace  where  thefe  bodies  lofe  them- 
"  ft-tves.  The  column  of  waters,  he  fays,  whicli 
"  this  comet  drew  along  with  it,  v/as  joined  by 
*'  thole  wliich  rofe  from  the  fabterranean  abyfs, 
*'  And  ihofe  which  dcfcended  from  the  atmofphere. 
H  a  ''  The 
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BOOK"  The  adion  of  the  comet  made  them  rife  above 
^^'-     "  the  higheft  mountains,  whicli  were  already  ex- 
"  iftingj  and  from  the  fedimenl  of  this   deluge 
"  they  were  reproduced." 

A  THIRD  writer  treats  all  thcfe  opinions  as 
idle  dreams,  and  fays :  "  Let  us  caft  our  eyes 
"  around    us,   and   we    fhall  fee  the    mountains 

rifing    from    the   very   element    that   deftroys 

them.  It  is  fire  which  hardens  the  foft  layers 
"  of  the  earth ;  it  is  that,  which,  alfifted  in  it's 
*'  expanfion  by  air  and  by  water,  throws  them 
"  up,  and  drivi.s  their  fummits  into  the  clouds ; 
*'  it  is  that  which  burfts  them  and  forms  their 
**  immenfe  caldroiis.  Every  mountain  is  a 
"  volcano,  which  is  either  preparing,  or  hath 
"  cealed." 

These  opinions  are  again  contradided  by  a 
moft  eloquent  modern  writer,  the  chaflns  of 
whole  language,  while  I  liften  to  it,  fcarce  leave 
me  at  liberty  to  judge  of  his  opinion.  He  fays : 
*'  In  the  beginning  there  were  no  mountains. 
'*  The  furfacc  of  the  globe  was  uniformly  co- 
"  vered  with  waters,  which  were  nor,  however, 
"  in  a  flate  of  reft.  The  adion  of  the  fatellitc 
**  that  accompanies  Jie  earth  agitated  them,  even 
"  to  their  grcateft  depth,  with  the  motion  of 
"  ebb  and  flow  which  we  i;ow  fee  impreflTed 
"  upon  them.  At  each  ofcillatory  motion,  thefe 
"  waters  dragged  along  with  them  a  portion  of 
"  fediment,  which  they  depofited  upon  a  pre- 
"  ceding  portion.  It  is  from  thefe  depolitF,  con- 
"  tinued  through  a  long  feries  of  ages,  that  the 
"  layers  of  the  earth  have  been  formed  ;  and  the 
"  enormous  malfes,  that  aftonifli  us,  are  thefe 
"  layers  accumulated.  Time  is  nothing  to  na- 
"  ture  i  and  the  flighteft  caufe,  acting  uninter- 
"  ruptedly,  is  capable  of  producing  the  greateft 
"  eftcdts.     The  imperceptible  and  continued  ac- 

"  lion 
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"  tion  of  the  waters  hath  therefore  formed  the  BOOK 

"  mountains;  and  it  is  the  ftill  more  impercep-, ^ 

*'  tible,  and  not  lefs  continued,  adion  of  a  va- 
"  pour  that  foftens  them,  and  of  a  wind  that 
"  dries  them  up,  which  lowers  them  from  day  to 
"  day,  and  will  at  length  reduce  them  to  a  level 
"  with  the  plains.  Then  the  waters  will  again 
"  be  fpread  uniformly  over  the  equal  furface  of 
"  the  earth.  Then  the  firfl  phaenomenon  will 
"  be  renev/ed ;  and  who  knows  how  often  the 
"  mountains  have  been  dellroyed  and  repro- 
"  duced  ?" 

At  thefe  words  the  Obferver  Lehmann  fmiles, 
and,  prefenting  to  me  the  book  of  the  Jewilh  Le- 
giflator,  together  with  his  own,  fays  to  me  :  "  Re- 
**  fpe£l  this  book,  and  condefcend  to  cafl  thine 
"  eyes  upon  m.ine."  Lehmann  hath  explained, 
in  his  third  volume  of  his  Art  of  Mines,  his  ideas 
upon  the  formation  of  the  layers  of  the  earth,  and 
upon  the  produdions  of  mountains.  His  fyflem 
is  founded  on  conftant  and  repeated  obfervations 
made  by  himfelf,  with  a  very  uncommon  degree 
of  fagacity,  and  with  a  labour,  the  alliduity  of 
which  we  can  fcarce  conceive.  They  comprehend 
the  fpace  from  the  frontiers  of  Poland  to  the  bor- 
ders of  the  Rhine.  The  analogy  which  renders 
them  applicable  to  feveral  other  regions,  recom- 
mends the  knowledge  of  them  to  men  who  arc 
flLidious  of  natural  hiflory;  and  although  he  at- 
tributes the  formation  of  the  layers  of  the  earth  to 
a  deluge,  the  facts  with  which  he  fupports  his  ar- 
guments are  not  the  lefs  certain,  nor  his  difcove- 
ries  the  lefs  interefting. 

He  diftinguilhes  three  kinds  of  mountains. 
The  antidiluvian,  or  primitive  ;  the  pofl-diluvian, 
and  the  modern.  The  firfl,  which  are  of  differ- 
ent elevation,  are  the  highell.  They  are  feldom 
found  dillind,  but  are  ulually  formed  into  chains 
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BOOKTlie  declivity  of  them  is  fteep.  They  are  fur- 
^^J[/^  rounded  on  all  fides  by  the  poft-diluvian  moun- 
tains, or  fuch  as  are  compofed  of  layers.  The  fub- 
ftance  of  them  is  more  homogeneous ^  the  portions 
of  them  lefs  different,  their  beds  are  always  per- 
pendicular, and  thicker.  Their  roots  dcfcend  to 
a  depth  which  is  ftill  unknown.  The  ores  they 
contain,  run  in  the  longitudinal  diredion  of  the 
mountain.  Thofe  in  the  poCt-diluvian  mountains 
are  difpofrd  in  layers  :  which  are  formed  of  dif- 
ferent fubftances.  The  lad  of  thefe,  or  that 
which  is  at  the  bafis,  is  always  of  coal.  The  firft, 
or  tiac  which  is  neareft  the  fummit,  always  fur- 
niOies  fait  fprings.  The  mountains  never  fail  to 
terminate  in  the  former.  They  fupply  copper, 
lend,  quickfilver,  iron,  and  even  filvcr,  but  in 
leaves,  and  cnpillaceous!  But  they  would  deceive 
our  avidity  if  we  expedlcd  to  find  gfjid  in  them. 
The  mountains  which  produce  this  metal  are  the 
work  of  a  deluge. 

The  modern  mountains  produced  by  fire,  by 
water,  and  by  an  infinite  number  of  various  and 
recent  accidents,  exhibit  in  their  internal  parts,  no- 
thing but  broken  layers,  a  confufed  mixture  of  all 
kinds  of  i'ubftances,  and  all  the  marks  of  fubver- 
fion  and  disorder. 

It  is  in  vain  that  nature  had  concealed  the  pre- 
cious metals  in  the  midfl:  of  thefe  hard  and  mofl 
compaft  mafles :  our  cupidity  hath  broken  them. 
This  circumftance,  however,  would  not  call  for 
our  cenfure,  if  we  could  fay  of  the  men  employ- 
ed in  thefe  dreadful  labours,  what  we  read  of 
them  in  Calfiodorus :  *'  They  go  down  poor  into 
*'  the  mines,  and  come  out  of  them  wealthy. 
**  They  enjoy  a  kind  of  riches  which  no  man  dares 
*'  to  take  away  from  them.  They  are  the  only 
"  perfons  whofe  fortune  is  neither  fullied  by  rapine 
*'  or  mcannefs." 

Europeans, 
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Europeans,  refle<5l  upon  v/Iiat  this  judiclousB  O  O  K 
writer  adds:  "To  acquire  gold  by  Sacrificing ^__y^i^ 
"  men,  is  a  crime.  To  go  in  fc^nrch  of  it  acrols 
"  the  perils  of  the  fea,  is  a  folly.  To  amafs  it 
*'  by  corruption  and  vices,  is  bafe.  The  only 
"  profits  that  are  juft  and  honeff:,  are  thofe  that 
"  are  acquired  without  injury  to  any  perfon  ;  and 
*'  we  never  can  poiTefs,  without  remorfe,  what  we 
"  have  obtained  at  the  expence  of  other  men's 
"  happinefs." 

And  you,  in  order  to  have  gold,  you  have 
gone  acrofs  the  feas.  In  order  to  have  gold,  you 
have  invaded  other  countries.  In  order  to  have 
gold,  you  have  maffacred  the  greateft  part  of  the 
inhabitants.  In  order  to  have  gold,  you  have  pre- 
cipitated into  the  bowels  of  the  earth  thofe  whom 
your  daggers  had  fpared.  In  order  to  have  gold, 
you  have  introduced  upon  the  earth  the  infamous 
trade  of  mankind  and  llavery.  In  order  to  have 
gold,  you  repeat  the  fame  crimes  every  day.  May 
the  chimerical  idea  of  Lazarro  Moro  be  realized  ; 
and  may  fubterraneous  flames  fet  on  fire  at  once 
all  thofe  mountains  of  which  you  have  made  fo 
many  dungeons,  where  innocence  expires,  for  fe- 
veral  ages  pad  ! 

This    curfe  would  firfl   fall  upon  the  Corde- Natural 
leirias,  or  Andes,  which  cut  almofl  the  whole  of  °''=i*"J.^^" 
America   through  it's  length,   and    the   different  ru^.'^ro- 
branches  of  which  extend  themfelves  irregularly  periy  fo 
in  it's  breadth.     It  is  particularly  under  the  Line,  "^^"^  ' 
and   at  Peru,    that  ihefe   mountains  awe  us  by 
Jheir    majeftic    appearav:ce.      Through    the    en- 
ormous heaps  of  fnov/  that  cover  the  mod  con- 
iiderablc  of   them,    it   may   eafily   be  difcerned, 
that   they  formerly  were   volcanos.     The  clouds 
of  fmoke,  and  gufts  of  flame,  which  flill  iflue  from 
fome  of  them,  cannot  allow  us  to  have  the  leafl: 
doubt    refpedting    the     eruptions.      Chimboraco, 

the 
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BOOK  the  hiphcfi:  of  them,  and  which  is  near  three 
__  ithoufand  two  hund''ed  and  twenty  toifes  above 
the  level  of  the  ka^  is  more  than  one-third 
higher  than  the  Peak  of  TenerifFe,  the  lofticll 
nionntain  of  the  ancient  Jiemifphere.  The  Pit- 
chincha,  and  the  Caraion,  which  have  principal- 
ly fervid  for  taking  the  obfervations  upon  the  fi- 
gure of  the  earth,  have  only  two  thoufand  four 
bu.drcd  a;  d  ihirty,  and  two  tiioufand  four  hun- 
dr  d  ard  fevei.ty  toifes  ;  and  it  is,  however,  at 
this  h:right  that  the  moft  intrepid  travellers  have 
been  obliged  to  flop.  Eternal  fnowshave  hitherto 
rendered  fummiis  of  greater  height  iriaccclTible. 

A  PLAIN,  which  is  from  thirty  to  filty  leagues 
in  breadth,  and  is  raifed  one  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  toifes  above  the  level  of  the 
ocean,  fcrves  as  the  balls  to  thefe  a'loijfliing 
mountains.  Part  of  this  vail  fpace  is  occupied  by 
lakes  more  or  Icfs  confidcrablc.  That  of  'liii- 
caca,  which  receives  ten  or  twelve  large  riveis, 
and  feveral  fmall  one?,  is  f^^venty  toifes  m  depth, 
and  fourfcore  leagues  in  circumference.  In  the 
midft  of  it  there  lifcs  an  ifland,  where  the^legif- 
lators  of  Peru  pretended  to  liave  received  their 
biith.  They  owed  it,  as  they  faid,  to  the  Sun, 
who  had  prclcribed  to  them  to  eflablifli  his  wor- 
fhip,  to  raife  mankind  from  a  ftate  of  barbarifm, 
and  to  give  them  beneficent  laws.  This  fable 
rendered  the  fpot  venerable  ;  and  one  of  the  moft 
augull  temples  in  the  empire  was  conflruded 
upon  it.  Pilgrims  reforted  to  it  in  crowds  fiom 
the  province^  with  offerings  of  gold,  filver,  and 
jewel?.  It  is  a  tradition  generally  received  in 
the  country,  that  at  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards, 
the  piiefls  and  the  inhabitants  threw  all  thcfe 
lichcs  into  the  waters,  as  they  had  before  done  at 
Cufco,  in  another  lake,  fix  leagues  to  the  fouth 
of   that  celebrated  capital.     From   moft   of  the 

lakes 
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lakes  there  are  torrents  ifliiing;  which,  in  procefsB  O  O  K 
of"  time,  have  digged  ravines  of  a  tremendous 
depth.  At  the  fummit  of  tkem  the  mines  are 
ufually  found  in  a  foil  generally  arid.  It  is  a  lit- 
tle below  this  that  the  corn  grows,  and  the  cattle 
feed  :  In  the  bottom  the  fugar,  the  fruits,  and  the 
maize  are  cultivated. 

The  coaft,  which  is  of  an  immenfe  length, 
and  from  eight  to  twenty  leagues  in  breadth, 
which  extends  from  the  plain  we  have  been 
fpeakiijg  of  to  the  fea,  and  which  is  known  to  us 
by  the  name  of  the  Valleys,  is  nothing  but  a  heap 
of  fand.  Solitude  and  eternal  barrennefs  fecm  as 
if  they  were  intended  to  belong  to  this  ungrateful 
foil. 

Nature  varies,  and  in  a  very  remarkable 
manner,  in  this  uneven  territory.  The  mofl 
elevated  places  are  perpetually  covered  with 
fnow.  After  this  come  the  rocks  and  naked 
fands.  Beneath  ihefe  fome  molTes  begin  to  fhow 
themfelves.  Lower  down  is  the  Icho,  a  plant 
which  they  burn,  fomewhat  refembling  rufbes;  and 
which  grovvs  longer  and  ftronger  in  proportion  as 
one  defcends.  At  length  the  trees  make  their  ap- 
pearance, to  the  number  of  three  fpecies,  particu- 
lar to  thefe  mountains,  and  which,  all  of  them, 
announce  in  their  flruclure,  and  their  foliage, 
the  feverity  of  the  climate  that  produces  them. 
The  mod  ufeful  of  thefe  trees  is  the  CafiTis.  It 
is  weighty ;  hath  fome  fubftance,  and  is  lading : 
and  thefe  qualities  have  occafioned  it  to  be  deftin- 
ed  to  the  labours  of  the  mines.  Thefe  large  ve- 
getable proJudtions  are  not  to  be  met  with  under 
a  milder  iky,  and  they  are  only  replaced  by  a 
fmall  number  of  others  of  a  different  quality. 
There  would  not  even  be  any  one  fpecies  in  the 
vallies,  if  fome  had  not  been  conveyed  there,  which 
have  become  naturalized. 

In 


jo6  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  In  this  region,  the  air  hath  an  evident  influence 
y_j!_^}^  upon  the  confiitution  of  the  inhabitants.  Thofc 
Circura-  of  the  moft  elevated  diftrids  are  fubjett  to  afth- 
ftancesin  mas,  pleurifies,  to  pulmonary  complaints,  and  to 
which  ihe  rh-Limatifms.  Theie  difeafcs,  which  are  danger- 
tains,  ous  lo  all  individuals  that  are  feized  with  them,  arc 
plains,  commonly  mortal  to  any  one  that  hath  cortraded 
liesoV  Pe-  veuercal  maladies,  or  is  add'dled  to  (Irong  liquors  ; 
ru  ditfer  and  this  is  unfortunately  the  ufual  flate  of  thofc 
from  each  ^^^        ^^^^  jj^  ^1^^,^  climatcs,  or  havc  been  led 

other,  .  ,  ,  .  ' 

into  them  by  avarice. 

These  calamities  do  not  aflcd  the  inferior 
mountains;  but  other  fcourges,  ftill  more  fatal, 
are  fubftitutcd  to  them.  Putrid  and  intermittent 
fevers,  unknown  in  the  countries  we  have  been 
mentioning,  are  habitual  there.  They  are  fo 
eafily  caught,  that  travellers  are  afraid  to  come 
near  the  places  that  are  infedted  with  them. 
They  are  frequently  fo  contagious,  that  not  a 
fmgle  man  would  efcape  the  infection,  if  the  in^ 
habitants  did  not  abandon  their  villages,  in  order 
to  return  to  them  again  when  a  frelh  feafon  hath 
purified  them.  It  was  not  thus  in  the  time  of 
the  Incas.  But  fince  the  Spaniards  have  intro- 
duced the  fugar  canes  into  the  narrow  gorges  of 
the  mountains,  where  the  air  circulates  with  dif- 
ficulty, there  arife,  from  the  moiftened  foil  which 
this  cultivation  re'^.uires,  i n fed ious  vapours,  which, 
being  heated  by  the  rays  of  the  burning  fun,  be- 
come fatal. 

Thk  tertian,  and  other  intermittent  fevers,  are 
fcarce  Icfs  common  or  lefs  obftinate  in  the  vallies 
than  in  the  gorges  of  the  mountains  :  but  they 
are  infinitely  lefs  dangerous ;  they  arc  fcldom  at- 
tended with  fatal  confequcnces, except  in  the  coun- 
try places  where  no  helps  are  to  be  had,  and  where 
^precautions  are  neglected. 

Another. 
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Another  general  malady  in  this  part  of  theB  o  O  K 
New  World  is  the  Imall  pox  ;  which  was  brought  ^^^' 
there  in  1588,  It  is  not  habitual  as  in  Europe  ; 
but  it  occafions,  at  intervals,  inexpreiiible  ra- 
vages. It  attacks  indifl'erenily,  the  white  men, 
the  Negroes,  the  Indians,  and  the  mixed  races. 
It  is  equally  deitrudive  in  all  the  climates.  Much 
advantage  is  to  be  expected  from  the  practice 
of  inoculation,  introduced  two  years  fmce  at  I  i- 
ma,  and  which  will  undoubtedly  foon  become 
general. 

There  is  another  fcourge  prevailing  here, 
againft  which  human  invention  will  never  find  a 
remedy.  Earthquakes,  which  in  other  countries 
are  fo  rare,  that  v/hole  generations  frequently 
fucceed  each  other  without  beholding  one,  are 
fo  common  in  Peru,  that  they  have  there  con- 
tradled  an  habit  of  reckoning  them  as  a  feries 
cf  epochap,  fo  much  the  more  memorable,  as 
their  frequent  return  does  not  diminifh  their  vio- 
lence. 

This  phaenomenon,  which  is  ever  irregular  in 
it's  fudden  returns,  is  however  announced  by  very 
perceptible  omens.  When  the  fliock  is  confi- 
derable,  it  is  preceded  by  a  murmur  in  the  air, 
the  noife  of  which  is  like  that  of  heavy  rain  falling 
from  a  cloud  that  fuddenly  burfls  and  difcharges 
it's  waters.  This  noife  feems  to  be  the  effect  of  a 
vibration  of  the  air,  which  is  agitated  in  different 
dire(flions.  The  birds  are  then  obferved  to  dart 
in  their  flight.  Neither  their  tails  nor  their  wings 
ferve  them  any  longer  as  oars  and  helm  to  fwim 
in  the  fluid  of  the  fides.  They  daili  themfclvesiu 
pieces  againft  the  walls,  the  trees,  and  the  rocks, 
whether  it  be  that  this  vertigo  of  nature  dazzles 
and  confufes  them,  or  that  the  vapours  of  the 
earth  take  away  their  ftrengih  and  power  to  com- 
mand their  movements. 

To 
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BOOK  To  this  tumult  in  the  air  is  added  the  rumbling: 
^__^.^;^  of  the  earth,  the  cavities  and  deep  recefles  of 
which  re-echo  each  other's  noifes.  The  dogs 
anfwer  thefe  previous  tokens  of  a  general  diforder 
of  nature,  by  howling  in  an  extraordinary  man- 
ner. The  animals  (top,  and,  by  a  natural  in{lin(f>, 
fpread  out  their  legs  that  they  may  rot  fall. 
Upon  thefe  indications,  the  inhabitants  inftantly 
run  out  of  their  houfes,  and  fly  to  fearch,  in  the 
enclofures  of  public  places,  or  in  the  fields,  an 
afylum  from  the  fall  of  their  roofs.  The  cries  of 
children,  the  lamentations  of  women,  the  fudden 
darkncfs  of  an  uncxpeded  night ;  every  thing 
combines  to  aggravate  the  too  real  evils  of  a  dire 
calamity  which  fubverts  every  thing,  by  the  ex- 
cruciating tortures  of  the  imagination,  which  is 
diflrcffed  and  confounded,  and  lofes,  in  the  con- 
templation of  this  diforder,  the  thought  and  cou- 
rage to  remedy  it. 

The  diverfity  of  afpeds  under  which  volcanos 
have  prefented  themftlves,  to  one  of  our  moft 
indefatigable  and  intelligent  obfcrvers,  hath 
pointed  out  to  him  different  periods,  feparated 
from  each  other  by  intervals  of  time  {o  confider- 
able,  that  the  firft:  formation  of  our  planet  is 
thrown  back  by  thm  to  a  degree  of  antiquity  at 
which  our  imagination  is  ftartled.  At  tl)e  firft  of 
thefe  periods,  the  volcanos  throw  out  from  their 
fummits  fire,  fmoke,  and  afhes,  and  pour  out 
torrents  of  lava  from  their  fides  that  are  laid 
open.  At  the  fccond,  they  are  all  of  them  extin- 
guilbed,  and  exhibit  nothing  but  an  immenfe  cal- 
dron. At  the  third,  the  air,  the  ram,  the  wind, 
the  cold,  and  the  lime,  have  defl:ro>ed  the  cal- 
dron, or  crater,  and  nothiiig  but  a  hillock  remains. 
At  the  fourth  period,  this  hillock,  dt-prived  of 
it's  covering,  difcovers  a  kind  of  nidus,  which 
being  dcflroyed  by   time,  l-javes  nothing  but  the 

place 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIiiS.  199 

pliice  where  the  mountain  and  volcano  havccx-BOOK 

Hied;    and    this   flate  conflitutes   a  fifth  period., j^ 

Fronn  the  center  of  this  place  caufeways  of  lava 
are  extended  to  a  diftancc;  and  thcfe  caufeways, 
whether  entire  or  broken,  or  reduced  into  fepa- 
rate  fragments,  are  (till  as  many  other  periods, 
between  each  of  which  we  may  infert  as  many 
years,  as  many  ages,  or  as  many  thoufands  of  ages 
as  we  choofe.  One  thing  however  is  certain,  that 
one  of  thefe  periods,  whichever  of  them  we  may 
choofe,  is  not  conneded,  in  the  memory  of  man, 
with  that  which  fucceeds  it  in  the  courfe  of  nature. 
The  principle,  therefore,  that  from  nothing  no- 
thing can  be  produced;  and  the deftru6lion  of  be- 
ings, which  by  being  clianged  into  others,  fhew  us 
that  nothing  is  annihilated,  feem  to  announce  an 
eternity  which  hath  preceded,  an  eternity  which 
will  follow,  and  the  co-exiftence  of  the  Great  Ar- 
chitedt  with  his  wonderful  work. 

The  climate  exhibits  fome  very  remarkable 
fingularities  in  the  Upper  Peru.  The  inhabitants 
experience  on  the  fame  day,  fometimes  in  the 
fame  hour,  and  always  in  a  very  fhort  fpace  of 
time,  the  temperature  of  the  two  oppofite  zones. 
Thofe  who  come  there  from  the  valleys,  arc 
pierced  on  their  arrival  with  fevere  cold,  which 
they  cannot  get  the  better  of  cither  by  fire,  by 
motion,  or  by  adding  to  their  clothing;  but  the 
impreifion  of  which  ceafes  to  be  difagreeable, 
after  a  refidence  of  a  month  or  three  weeks. 
The  voyagers  who  come  there  for  the  firft  time, 
are  tormented  with  the  fymptoms  of  fea  ficknefs, 
with  more  or  Icfs  violence,  in  proportion  as  they 
have  fufFered  from  it  on  the  ocean.  But,  v/hat- 
ever  may  be  the  reafon  of  it,  men  arc  not  expofed 
to  this  accident  in  all  parts;  for  not  one  of  the 
aftronomers,  who  meafured  the  figure  ot  the 
I  earth 
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BOOK  earth  upon  the  mountains  of  Quito,  were  attacked 

,    ^^^-      with  it. 

Our  aflonifhment  is  equally,  if  not  more,  ex- 
cited in  the  valleys.  This  country,  though  very 
rear  the  equator,  enjoys  a  delicious  temperature. 
The  four  feafons  of  the  year  are  evidently  marked, 
and  yet  neither  of  them  can  be  called  trouble- 
Ibmc.  The  winter  feafon  is  the  moft  fenfibly 
felt.  This  hath  been  attempted  to  be  accounted 
for  from  the  winds  of  the  South  Pole,  which 
carry  the  effedls  of  the  fnows  and  ice  over  which 
they  have  pafled.  They  prefcrve  it  only  in  parr, 
becaufe  they  blow  under  the  influence  of  a  thick 
fog,  which  at  that  time  covers  the  earth.  Thefe 
grofs  vapours  do  not  indeed  rife  regularly  'till 
about  noon  :  but  it  is  feldom  they  are  dilfipatcd. 
The  Sun  generally  remains  fo  much  clouded,  that 
it's  rays,  which  fometimes  make  their  appearance, 
can  only  mitigate  the  cold  in  a  very  llight  de- 
gree.^ 

Whatever  maybe  the  caufe  of  fo  confl:ant  a 
winter  under  the  torrid  zone,  it  is  certain  that  it 
never  rains,  or  that  it  rains  only  every  two  or 
three  years  in  the  Lower  Peru. 

Natural  philofophy  hath  exerted  it's  efforts 
to  difcover  the  caule  of  a  pha^nomicnon  fo  ex- 
traordinary. May  it  not  be  attributed  to  the 
fouth-well  wind,  which  prevails  there  the  great- 
t{\.  part  of  the  year  -,  and  to  the  prodigious  height 
of  the  mountains,  the  fummit  of  which  is  covered 
with  eternal  ice  ? 

The  country  firuated  between  both,  being 
continually  cooled  on  one  iide,  and  continually 
heated  on  the  oiher,  maintains  fo  equal  a  tem- 
perature, that  the  clnnds  which  rife  can  never 
be  cordenfed  fo  h:  as  to  be  diflblved  into  wa- 
ter. 

Raiiis, 
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Rains,  however,  and  even  daily  rains,  would  B  o  O  K 

be  necelTary,    to  communicate  fume    degree   of, 

fertility  to  the  coafts  which  extend  from  Tumbez 
to  Lima,  that  is,  throughout  a  fpace  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fixty-four  leagues.  The  fands  arc  in 
general  fo  barren,  that  there  is  not  a  fingle  herb 
to  be  feen,  except  in  parts  which  it  is  polTible  to 
water,  and  thefe  do  not  often  occur.  There  is 
not  a  fingle  fpring  throughout  the  whole  of 
Lower  Peru  -,  rivers  arc  not  frequent  there  -,  and 
thofe  which  we  do  meet  with  have,  for  the  moft 
parr,  water  in  them  only  for  fix  or  feven  months 
in  the  year.  They  are  torrents  ifTuing  from  the 
lakes,  of  greater  or  lefs  magnitude,  that  are 
formed  in  the  Cordeleirias,  which  only  flow  over  a 
fmall  fpace,  and  are  dried  up  during  the  fummer. 
In  the  times  of  the  Incas,  thefe  precious  waters 
were  carefully  colleded,  and,  by  the  afliftance  of 
feveral  canals,  difperfed  over  a  large  furface 
which  they  fertilized.  The  Spaniards  have 
availed  themfelves  of  thefe  labours.  Their  vil- 
lages and  towns  have  been  creeled  on  the  places 
where  the  huts  of  the  Indians  were,  which,  per- 
haps, for  this  reafon,  were  lefs  numerous  in  the 
Lov/er  Peru  than  on  the  mou'^tair.s.  The  valleys 
v/hich  lead  from  the  capital  of  the  empire  to  Chili, 
have  a  great  refemblance  with  thofe  we  have  fpo- 
keii  of  i  but  they  are  in  fome  places  more  fufcepti- 
bie  of  cultivation. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  defetfts  of  natural  The  fc-.^ 
organization,  the  region  we  have  been  defcribing  ^.^'"^'^^'^^''J 
hath  fecn^  flourifhing  empire  arife  in  the  midft  efcapedcV- 
of   it.       Ii's    population    cannot    reafonably    be  ^"*<^'";i  <2' 
called  in  queftion,    when  we   behold  fclf-evideiu  ti/e  coi',-" 
proofs  that  this  happy  people  had  covered  with  querori, 
their  colonies  all  the  provir^ces  that  they  fi^d  con- ^^'^^^^j^'^^"^ 
quered  ;  when  we  attend  to  ihc  allonifhing  nam-  mod  d-- 
ber  of  men  eng-c^ged  in  the  Urvice  of  0;overnmenr,  gradeJ 
2  and  Harj. 
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B  O  O  K  and    deriving    their    fubfiflcnce    from    the  {late. 

s^^^^}[l  Such  a  variety  of  hands  and  levers  employed  in 
moving  the  political  machine,  necefTarily  imply 
a  confiderable  degree  of  population,  that  may 
be  enabled  to  maintain,  with  the  produ(flions  of 
the  earth,  a  very  numerous  clafs  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, who  are  not  themfclvcs  concerned  in  agri- 
culture. 

By  what  fatality,  then,  hath  it  happened,  that 
Peru  is  now  fuch  a  dcfert  ?  By  tracing  things  to 
their  origin,  we  find  that  thofe  who  conquered  the 
coafl  of  the  South  Sea,  being  ruffians,  without 
birth,  education,  and  principle,  originally  com- 
mitted greater  enormities  than  the  conquerors  of 
Mexico.  The  mother-country  was  a  longer 
time  before  flie  checked  their  ferocity,  which  was 
continually  fomented  by  thofe  long  and  cruel 
civil  wars  that  fucceeded  the  conqueft.  A  more 
heavy  and  regular  fyftem  of  oppreifion  was  after- 
wards eflablilTied,  than  had  prevailed  in  the  other 
countries  of  the  New  World,  lefs  diftaiit  from 
Europe. 

Universal  difcourngement  was  the  necciTiiry 
confequence  of  tliis  abominable  conduct.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  natives  of  the  country  grew  dif- 
gufled  of  the  flate  of  fociety,  and  of  the  fatigues 
it  brings  along  with  it.  They  continue  in  the 
fame  difagreeable  difpofitions,  and  would  not 
even  give  themfelves  the  leaft  trouble  to  culti- 
vate lubfiftence  for  themfelves,  were  they  not 
compelled  to  it  by  the  government.  This  com- 
pulfion  influences  their  behaviour.  All  the  inha- 
bitants of  one  community,  men,  women,  and 
children,  unite  themfelves  to  till  and  fow  a  field. 
Thefe  labours,  which  are  interrupted  every  in- 
ftant  by  dancing  and  feafting,  are  carried  on  by 
the  found  of  vaiious  inflruments.  The  harveft 
of  the  maize,  and  of  the  other  grain,  is  gathered 

with 
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with  the  fame  carelefTnefs,  and  accompanied  withB  q  C  K 

the  fame  pleafures.     Thefe  people  are  not  more , ]^'J_; 

anxious  to  procure  themfelves  clothes.  In  vain 
hath  it  been  attempted  to  infpire  them  with  better 
difpofitions,  and  m.ore  fuitable  to  the  good  of  the 
empire.  Authority  hath  been  unavaihng  againft 
cuftoms  which  ii's  tyranny  had  given  rife  to,  and 
which  were  kept  up  by  it's  ii  juflice. 

The  Peruvians,  all  of  them  without  exception, 
are  an  inflance  of  that  profound  flupidity  into 
which  it  is  in  the  power  of  tyranny  to  plunge 
men.  They  are  fallen  into  a  liftlefs  and  uni- 
verfal  indifference.  Can  it  be  poflible  that  thefe 
people  fhould  have  any  kind  of  attachment,  whofe 
religion  once  elevated  the  foul,  and  from  whom 
the  mofl:  abject  flavery  hath  taken  away  every  kn- 
timent  of  greatnefs  and  glory  ?  The  riches, 
which  nature  hath  fcattered  at  their  feet,  do  not 
tempt  them ;  and  they  are  even  infenfible  to 
honour.  They  are  whatever  one  choofes,  with- 
out any  ill  humour,  or  choice,  valfals  or  ca- 
ciques, or  mitayoSy  the  objeds  of  diftindtion  or 
of  public  derifion.  The  fpring  of  all  their  paf- 
fions  is  broken.  That  of  fear  itfelf  hath  often  no 
efted:  on  them,  through  the  little  attachment  they 
have  to  life.  They  intoxicate  themfelves,  and 
dance  ;  thefe  are  all  the  pleafures  they  have,  when 
they  are  able  to  forget  their  mifery.  Indolence 
is  their  predominant  habit.  /  am  not  hungry^ 
they  fay  to  the  perfon  who  would  pay  them  for 
their  labour. 

The  void  that  had  been  made  in  the  popula- 
tion of  Peru,  and  the  indolence  of  the  few  men 
that  remained  there,  determined  the  conquerors 
to  introduce  a  foreign  race  -,  but  this  mode  of 
fubllitution,  which  was  dictated  by  the  refine- 
ment of  European  barbarity,  was  more  prejudi- 
«ial  to  Africa,  thdn  ufefui  to  the  country  of  the 

Vol.  III.  I  Inca% 
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B  O  O  K  Incas,  Avarice  did  not  derive  from  thefc  new 
^  ^'"^^^  flavcsall  the  advantages  it  had  flattered  itfelf  with. 
The  government,  ever  intent  on  laying  taxes  upon 
vices  and  virtues,  upon  induflry  and  idlenefs,  upon 
good  and  bad  projects,  upon  the  liberty  of  exercif- 
inc;  opprellions,  and  the  permiHion  of  being  ex- 
empted from  them,  made  a  monopoly  of  this  bafe 
traffic.  It  was  neceflary  to  receive  the  Negroes 
from  the  hands  of  a  rival,  or  an  enemy,  to  carry 
iliem  to  the  place  of  their  dellination,  through  im- 
menfe  feas  and  unwholefome  climates,  and  to  de- 
fray the  expences  of  feveral  very  dear  markets. 
Neverthelefs,  this  fpccies  of  men  hath  multiplied 
more  at  Peru  than  at  Mexico.  There  is  alfo  a 
much  greater  number  of  Spaniards  there,  lor  the 
follov\ing  reafons : 

At  the  time  when  the  fiift  conr|Ucft:s  were  made, 
when  emigrations  were  mofk  frequent,  the  country 
of  the  Incas  had  a  mucii  greater  reputation  fos 
riches  than  New  Spain  -,  and,  in  reality,  for  half  a 
century,  much  more  confidcrable  treafures  were 
brought  away  from  it.  The  defire  of  partaking 
of  them  mufl;  receffarily  draw  thither,  as  was  real- 
ly the  cafe,  a  greater  number  of  Callilians.  Though 
they  almolt  all  went  over  there  with  the  hope  of 
returning  to  their  countiy  to  enjoy  the  foriunc 
ihey  might  acquire,  yet  the  majority  ot  them  fet- 
tled in  the  colony.  They  were  induced  to  this  by 
the  foftnefs  of  the  climate,  and  the  goodnefs  of  the 
provilions.  They  alfo  fuppofed  they  fhould  enjoy 
a  great  fhare  of  indcpendv^nce  in  a  region  fo  le- 
mote.frum  the  mother  country. 
Prefent  \Ve  mull  DOW  examine  to  what  degree  of  pro- 

flat*  of      fpcrity  Peru  hath  been  raifed  by  the  united  labours 
of  fo  many  difFercr.t  people. 

The  immenfe  coall  that  extends  from  Panama 
to  Tombez,  and  which,  in  1718,  was  dv.tached 
from  Peru  to  be  incorporated  in  the  New  King-' 

dom, 
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dom,  is  one  of  the  moft  miferable  regions  of  theB  O  o  K 
globe.  A  great  part  of  it  is  occupied  by  fpa-  v_Jl^^* 
cious  and  nun:ierous  moraffcs.  The  part  that  is 
not  covered  with  thefe,  is  deluged  for  fix  months 
in  the  year,  with  rains  that  fall  down  in  torrents. 
From  the  midft  of  thefe  flagnating  and  unwhole- 
fome  waters,  forefts  arife,  that  are  as  ancient  as  the 
world,  and  fo  much  choaked  up  wiih  lianes^  or 
oziers,  that  the  (trongeft:  and  moft  intrepid  man 
cannot  penetrate  into  them.  Thick  and  frequent 
fogs  throw  a  dark  veil  over  thefe  hideous  coun- 
tries. None  of  the  produdions  of  the  Old 
Hemifphere  can  grow  in  this  ungrateful  foil, 
and  thofe  even  of  the  New  Hemifphere  do  not 
thrive  much.  And,  indeed,  there  is  but  a  fmall 
number  of  favages  to  be  feen  here,  and  thofe,  for 
the  moft  part,  wanderirg;  and  fo  few  Spaniards, 
that  it  might  almoft  be  faid  there  were  r.one. 
The  coaft  is  fortunately  terminated  by  the  gulph 
of  Guayaquil,  where  nature  is  in  a  lels  degenerate 
ftate. 

The  fecond  town  which  the  Spaniards  built  in 
Peru,  was  raifed  upon  this  river,  in  1533-  The 
Indians  did  not  long  fufFer  this  monument, 
erected  againft  their  liberty,  to  fubfift  ;  but  it 
was  rebuilt  four  years  after  by  Orellana.  It  was 
not  placed  in  the  bay  of  Charopte  as  it  had  been 
at  firft.  The  back  of  a  mountain,  at  the  diftance 
of  five  or  fix  hundred  toifes  from  the  river,  was 
preferred.  The  exigencies  of  commerce  after- 
wards determined  the  merchants  to  fix  their 
dwellings  upon  the  fide  of  the  river  itfelf.  The 
fpace  which  feparated  them  from  their  former 
habitation,  hath  been  gradually  filled  up  ;  fo  that 
at  prefent  the  two  quarters  of  the  town  are  en- 
tirely united.  The  houfes  are  in  general  built 
of  wood,  both  in  the  lower  and  in  the  upper  town. 
Formerly,  they  were  all  covered  with  thatch  j  but 

1 2  ^his 
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BOOK  this  practice  hath  been  abolifhed  gradually  by 
^"'  ,  the  orders  of  government,  who  have  thought  this 
regulation  necelTary,  to  prevent  the  accidents  of 
fire,  lb  common  in  thefe  countries.  Guayaquil 
was  lately  an  entirely  open  place.  It  is  at  prefent 
defended  by  three  forts,  guarded  only  bv  the  in- 
habitants. Thefe  are  large  beams  difpoied  in  pa- 
lifades.  Upon  this  foil,  which  is  always  damp,  and 
under  water  a  great  part  of  the  year,  a  fort  of 
wood,  which  never  rots,  is  preferable  to  the 
bed  conftruded  works  either  in  earth  or  in 
ftonc. 

It  is  a  circumflance  well  known  at  prefent, 
that  on  the  coaft  of  Guayaquil,  as  well  as  on  that 
©f  Guatimala,  arc  found  thoCe  fnails  which  yield 
the  purple  dye  fo  celebrated  by  the  ancients,  and 
which  the  moderns  have  fuppofed  to  have  been 
loft.  The  Ihell  that  contains  them  is  fixed  to 
rocks  that  are  watered  by  the  fca.  It  is  of  the 
fizc  of  a  large  nut.  The  juice  may  be  extraded 
from  the  animal  in  two  ways.  Some  perfons 
kill  the  animal  after  they  have  taken  it  out  of  the 
(hell;  they  then  prefs  it  from  the  head  to  the  tail 
with  a  knife,  and  feparating  from  the  body  that 
part  in  which  the  liquor  is  colleded,  they  throw 
away  the  reft.  When  this  operation,  repeated 
upon  feveral  of  the  fnails,  hath  yielded  a  certain 
quantity  of  the  juice,  the  thread  that  is  to  be 
dyed  is  dipped  in  it,  and  the  bufinefs  is  done. 
The  colour,  which  is  at  firft  as  white  as  milk, 
becomes  afterwards  green,  and  does  not  turn 
purple  'till  the  thread  is  dry. 

Those  who  do  not  chufc  this  method,  draw 
the  animal  partly  out  of  it's  ftiell,  and  by  pref- 
fure  oblige  it  to  difcharge  it's  liqvior.  This  ope- 
ration IS  repeated  four  different  times,  but  at 
each  lime  with  lei's  advantage.  If  it  be  continued, 
the  aiiimal  dies,  from  the  lofs  of  that  fluid  which 

was 
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was  the  principle  of  it's  life,  and  which  it  hath  no  B  o  o  k 
longer  the  power  to  renew. 

We  know  of  no  colour  that  can  be  compared  to 
the  one  we  have  been  fpeaking  of,  either  in  liiftre 
or  in  permanency.  It  fucceeds  better  with  cotton, 
than  with  woollen,  linen,  or  filk. 

It  is  little  more  than  an  obje<5t  of  curiofity  ; 
but  Guayaquil  fupplies  the  neighbouring  pro- 
vinces with  oxen,  mules,  fait  and  filli.  It  fur- 
niOies  a  great  quantity  of  cocoa  to  Mexico  and  to 
Europe.  It  is  the  univerfal  dockyard  of  the  South 
Sea,  and  might  partly  become  that  of  the  mother- 
country.  We  know  of  no  fpot  upon  the  earth 
more  abundant  in  wood  for  mafts  and  for  fhip' 
building.  The  hemp  and  the  pitch  which  it  is 
deftitute  of,  is  procured  from  Chili  and  from  Gua- 
timala. 

This  town  is  the  necelTary  ftaple  of  all  the 
trade  which  the  Lower  Peru,  Panama,  and  Mexi- 
co keep  up  with  the  country  of  Quito,  All  the 
commodities  which  thefe  countries  exchange,  pafs 
through  the  hands  of  it's  merchants.  The  largeft 
of  the  fhips  flop  at  the  ifland  of  Puna,  fix  or  fe- 
ven  leagues  dillant  from  the  place.  The  others 
can  go  thirty-five  leagues  up  the  river  as  far  as 
Caracol. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  feveral  means  of 
profperity,  Guayaquil,  the  population  of  which 
confifts  of  twenty  thoufand  fouls,  is  far  from 
being  wealthy.  The  fortunes  of  it's  inhabitants 
have  been  fuccefTively  deflroyed  nine  times,  by 
fires,  and  by  pirates,  who  have  twice  facked  the 
town.  Thofe  fortunes,  which  have  been  acquired 
fince  thefe  fatal  periods,  have  not  continued  in 
the  country.  A  climate,  where  the  heat  is  into- 
lerable the  whole  year,  and  the  rains  inceflant  for 
fix  months ;  where  dangerous  and  noilbme  infe(^s 
<io  not  allow  any  tranquillity  -,  where  diftcmpers, 

prevailing 
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BOOK  prevailing  in  the  mod  oppofite  degrees  of  lem- 
^  "•  perature,  appear  to  be  united  ;  where  one  lives  in 
perpetual  dread  of  lofing  one's  fight ;  fuch  a  cli- 
mate is  by  no  means  proper  to  fix  the  refidenco 
of  it's  inhabitants.  Such  per(bns  are  only  feen 
here,  as  have  not  acquired  fufficient  wealth  to  en- 
able them  to  remove  elfewhere,  and  fpend  their 
days  in  indolence  and  pleafure. 

On  quitting  the  territory  of  Guayaquil,  we 
enter  into  the  vallies  of  Peru.  They  occupy 
four  hundred  leagues  of  the  coaft,  and  upon  this 
extent  there  are  a  great  immbcr  of  bad  harbours, 
among  which  chance  hath  placed  one  or  two  that 
are  tolerably  good.  Throughout  this  vail  fpace, 
theic  is  not  the  veflige  of  a  fingle  road;  and  it  is 
neccflary  to  travel  over  it  upon  mules  in  the  night- 
time, bccaufe  the  reverberation  of  the  Sun  ren- 
ders thefe  fands  unpayable  in  the  day.  At  the 
intervals  of  thirty  or  forty  leagues,  we  find  the 
fmall  towns  of  Piura,  of  Peyta,  of  Santa,  of 
Pilco,  of  Nafcar,  of  lea,  of  Moquequa,  and 
of  Arica,  and  in  the  intermediate  fpace,  a  fmall 
number  of  hamlets  and  villages.  Throughout 
this  whole  extent  there  are  but  three  places 
worthy  of  being  called  towns;  Truxillo,  which- 
hath  nine  thoufand  inhabitants ;  Arequipa,  which 
hath  forty  thoufand;  and  Lima,  which  hath  fifty- 
four  thoufand.  Thefe  feveral  fetilements  have  been 
formed  wherever  there  was  the  lead  appearance 
of  land  fit  for  cultivation,  and  wherever  the 
waters  were  capable  of  fertilizing  a  flime  naturally 
barren. 

The  country  produces  the  fruits  peculiar  to 
the  climate,  and  mod  of  ihofe  in  Europe,  The 
culture  of  maize,  of  pimento,  and  of  cotton, 
which  was  found  eftabiifhed  there,  was  not  ne- 
gledled  ;  and  that  of  wheat,  barley,  caffava,  po- 
tatoes,  fugar,  ar,d  of  the  olive  and  vine,  was  fet 
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on  foot  there.     The  goat  hath  thriven  very  well  -,^00  k. 
but  the  fheep  have  degenerated,  and  their  wool  _V.l^ 
is  extremely  co^irfe.     Throughout  the   whole  of 
tlie  valleys  there  is  but  one  mine,  which  is  that  of 
Huantajaha. 

Jn  the  Upper  Peru,  at  the  diftance  (f  one 
hundred  and  tv^enty  leagues  from  the  fea,  ftand,^ 
Cufco,  built  by  the  firft  of  the  Incas,  on  a  very 
uneven  territory,  and  upon  the  declivity  of  feve- 
ral  hills.  It  was  at  firft  only  a  fmall  village, 
which  in  procefs  of  time  became  a  confiderable 
city,  divided  into  as  many  quarters  as  there  were 
nations  incorporated  with  the  empire.  Each  of 
thefe  nations  were  allowed  to  follow  their  ancient 
cuftoms  ,•  but  they  were  all  of  tliem  obliged  to 
worfhip  the  brilliant  conftellation  that  fertilizes 
ifie  globe.  There  was  no  edifice  that  had  any 
grandeur,  elegance,  or  convenience,  becaufe  the 
people  were  igp.orant  of  the  firft  elements  of 
architcdlure.  Even  the  temple  of  the  Sun  itfelf 
could  not  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  other  public 
or  private  buildings,  unlefs  by  it's  extent,  and 
by  the  profufion  of  metals  with  which  it  was  or- 
namented. 

To  the  north  of  this  capital  was  a  kind  of  ci- 
tadel, built  with  much  care,  labour,  and  expence. 
The  Spaniards  long  fpoke  of  this  monument  of 
Peruvian  induftry  with  a  fpirit  of  admiration  that 
impofed  upon  all  Europe.  The  ruins  of  thisfor- 
tret's  have  been  feen  by  enlightened  perfons,  and 
the  marvellous  hath  difappeared.  It  hath  been 
found,  that  this  fortification  had  fcarce  any  advan- 
tage over  the  other  works  of  the  fame  kind  erected 
in  the  country,  except  that  of  being  built  wiih 
ftonesof  a  more  confiderable  fize. 

At  the  diftance  of  four  leagues  from  t"he  city, 

are  the  country-houfes   of  the  great,  and  of  the 

;i.Las,   in  the   wholefome  and   delicious  valley  of 
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BOOK  Yucai.  There  it  was  that  they  went  to  recover 
their  health,  or  to  relax  from  the  fatigues  of  go- 
vernment. 

After  the  conqueft,  the  place  fcarce  preferv- 
cd  any  thing  but  it's  name.  There  were  other 
edifices,  other  inhabitants,  other  occupations,  other 
manners,  other  prejudices,  and  another  religion. 
Thus  the  fatality  which  fubverts  the  earth,  the  fea, 
empires,  and  nations ;  which  throws  fucceffiveiy 
upon  all  parts  of  the  globe  the  light  of  the  arts, 
and  the  darkncfs  of  igiiorance ;  which  changes  the 
refidence  of  men,  and  transfers  their  opinions, 
frcm  one  place  to  another,  as  marine  produdions 
arc  pufhed  upon  the  coafi:  by  the  impulfc  of  tht 
winds  and  the  currents  j  that  impenetrable  and  fin- 
gular  delliny,  I  fay,  ordained  that  Europeans, 
wuh  all  the  appendages  of  their  crimes,  and 
moi.ks,  with  all  the  prejudices  of  their  faith, 
fhould  come  to  reign  and  rcpofe  in  ihofe  walls, 
wlierc  the  virtuous  Ir.cas  had  for  fo  long  a  time 
promoted  the  felicity  of  mankind,  and  where  the 
Sun  was  fo  {olemnly  adored.  AVho,  therefore,  can 
foreicc,  what  kind  of  race,  or  form  of  worfhip, 
will  one  day  arife  upon  the  ruins  of  our  kingdoms 
and  our  altars  ?  Cufco  reckons  twenty-fix  thoufand 
inhabitants  under  it's  new  mafters. 

,In  the  midlt  of  thefe  mountains  other  towns 
are  dill  to  be  fcen.  Chupuifaca,  or  La  Plata,  which 
hath  thirteen  thoufand  fouls ;  Potoli,  twcnty-fivc 
thoufand  ;  Oropefa,  feventecn  thoufand  ;  La 
Paz,  twenty  thoufand ;  Guancavelica,  eight  thou- 
fand; and  Huamanga,  eighteen  thoui'and  five 
hundred. 

But  let  it  be  well  obferved,  that  none  of  thefe 
towns  were  ere(fted  in  regions  which  piefented  a 
fertile  foil,  copious  harvcfls,  excellent  paflures, 
a  mild  and  falubrious  climate,  and  all  the  con- 
veniences  of  life.      Thefe    places,   which    had 
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hitherto  been  fo  well  cultivated  by  a  numerous  B  O  O  K 
and  flourifliing  people,  were  now  totally  dif-  ^^^' 
regarded.  Very  foon  they  exhibited  only  a  de- 
plorable picture  of  a  horrid  defert ;  and  this 
wildnefs  mufl  have  been  more  melanclioly  and 
hideous,  than  the  dreary  afpedt  of  the  earth  before 
the  origin  of  focicties.  The  fight  of  confufion 
is  not  always  difpleafing ;  it  fometimes  aflo- 
nidics :  that  of  deftrudion  afflidls  us.  The  tra- 
veller, who  was  led  by  accident  or  curiofity  into 
thefe  defolate  plains,  could  not  forbear  abhorring 
the  barbarous  and  bloody  authors  of  thefe  de- 
vaftations,  while  he  refleded  that  it  was  not  owen 
even  to  the  cruel  illufions  of  glory  and  to  the 
fanaticifm  of  conqueft,  but  to  the  ftupid  and 
abjedt  defire  of  gold,  that  they  had  facrificcd  fo 
inuch  more  real  treafure,  and  fo  numerous  a  po- 
pulation. 

This  infatiable  third  of  gold,  which  neither 
attended  to  fubfiftence,  fafety,  nor  policy,  was 
the  only  motive  for  eftabiifhing  new  iettlements, 
fome  of  which  have  been  kept  up,  while  feveral 
have  decayed,  and  others  have  been  formed  in 
tlieir  ftead.  The  fate  of  them  all  hath  correfpond- 
ed  with  the  difcovery,  progrefs,  or  decay  of  the 
niines  to  which  they  were  fubordinatc. 

Fewer  errors  have  been  committed  in  the 
means  of  procuring  provifions  The  natives  had 
hitherto  lived  fcarcely  on  any  thing  elfe  but  maize, 
fruits,  and  pulle,  for  which  they  had  ufed  no 
other  feafoning  except  fait  and  pimento.  Their 
liquors,  which  were  made  fronn  different  roots, 
were  more  diverfified ;  of  thefe  the  ch:ca  was  the 
mod:  ufual  ;  it  is  made  from  maize  foaked 
in  water,  and  taken  out  of  the  veiTel  vrhen  it 
begins  to  fprout.  It  is  dried  iu  the  fun,  then 
parched  a  little,  and  at  laft  ground.  The  flour, 
after  it  has  been  well  kneaded,  is  put  with  \yatcr 
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BOOK  into  large  pitchers.  The  fermentation  may  be 
^'^-  expccflcd  in  two  or  three  days,  and  muft  not 
continue  longer.  The  great  inconvenience  of 
this  drink,  which,  when  ufed  immoderately, 
infalliby  intoxicates,  is,  that  it  will  not  keep 
more  than  feven  or  eight  days  without  turning 
four.  It's  taftc  is  nearly  that  of  the  moft  indiffe- 
rent kind  of  cyder. 

All  the  cultivations  efl:abli(hed  in  the  empire, 
were  folely  intended  to  fupply  articles  of  primary 
neceflfity.  The  only  thing  cultivated  for  luxury 
was  the  coca  ;  this  is  a  fhrub  which  ramifies 
much,  and  feldom  grows  higher  than  three  or 
four  feet.  It's  leaves  are  alternate,  oval,  entire, 
and  marked  in  their  longitudinal  direction  with 
three  coftae,  two  of  which  are  not  very  apparent. 
The  flowers,  colleclcd  in  clufters  along  the  (lems, 
are  fmall,  compofed  of  a  calix,  with  five  divifions, 
and  five  petals,  furniflicd  at  their  bafc  with  a  fcale. 
The  piflil,  lurrounded  with  ten  (lamina,  and  fur- 
mounted  with  three  (liles,  is  changed  into  a  fmall, 
Tcddillj,  oblong  berry,  which,  as  it  dries  becomes 
triangular,  and  contains  one  nut  filled  with  a  fin- 
gle  kernel. 

The  leaf  of  the  coca,  was  the  delight  of  the 
Peruvians.  They  chewed  it,  after  having  mixed 
it  with  an  earth  of  a  light  grey  colour,  and  of  a 
faponaccous  quality,  which  they  called  Toura-^  it 
was,  in  their  opinion,  one  of  the  mofl  falutary 
reftoratives  they  could  take.  Their  tafte  for  the 
coca  hath  fo  little  altered,  that,  if  thofe  among 
them  who  are  biuied  in  the  mines  were  to  be 
deprived  of  it,  they  would  ccafe  to  work,  what- 
ever fevcrities  might  be  employed  to  compel  them 
to  it. 

The  conquerors  v;ere  not  fatisfied  either  with 
the  liquors  or  with  the  food  of  the  people  they 
had  fubducd.     They  naturalized  freely,  and  with 
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fuccefs,  all  the  corn,  all  the  fruits,  and  all  thcBOOK 
quadrupeds  r>f  the  ancient  hcmifphere,  in  the  y^^Ji^]^ 
new  one.  The  mother-country,  which  had  pro- 
pofed  to  fupply  it's  colonies  with  wine,  oil,  and 
brandy,  wifhed,  at  firft,  to  forbid  the  culture 
of  the  vine  and  of  the  olive  tree  :  but  it  was  foon 
found,  that  it  would  be  impoflible  to  convey  re- 
gularly to  Peru,  articles  liable  to  fo  many  acci- 
dents, and  of  fo  confiderable  a  bulk-,  and  they 
were  permitted  to  multiply  them  there  as  much 
as  was  confident  with  the  climate  and  their 
wants. 

After  they  had  provided  for  a  better  and  a 
greater  choice  of  fubfiftence,  the  next  care  of  the 
Spaniards  was  to  have  a  dvefs  more  commodious 
and  more  agreeable  than  that  of  the  Peruvians. 
Thefe  were,  however,  better  clothed  than  any 
other  American  nation.  They  owed  this  fuperi* 
oriiy  to  the  advantage  which  they  alone  poflefiv^d, 
of  having  the  lama  and  the  pacos,  domeftic  ani- 
mals, which  ferved  them  for  this  ufe. 

The  lama  is  an  animal  four  feet  high,  and  five^'"e"^^i- 
or  fix  in  length ;  of  which  it's  neck  alone   takes  i^ecling 
up  one  half.     It's  head  is  well  made,   with  large  the  lama, 
eyes,   a  long  fnout,   and  thick  lips.     It's  rno^ith  j|j^  P^^"^';^ 
hath  no  incifors  in  the  upper  jaw.     It's  feet  are  co,  and  the 
cloven  like  thofe  of  the  ox,  but  furnifhed  with  a  vicuna. 
fpur  behind,  which  enables  it  to  faften  itfelf  on 
the  fides  of  lleep   places,    where   it  delights  to 
climb.     It's    wool,   which   is  fhort  on    it's   back, 
but  grows  long  on  it's  fides  and  under  the  belly, 
conftitutes  part  of  it's  ufefulnefs.     Though  very 
falacious,   thefe  animals  copulate  with   great  dif- 
ficulty.    In  vain   the  female  proftrates  herfelf  to 
receive  the  male,  and  invites  him  by  her  fighs ; 
they  are  fometimes  a  whole  day  groaning,  grum- 
bling,    and    ineflfectualiy   attempting   enjoyment, 
if  men  do  not   help  them  to  fulfil  the   defire  of 
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BOOKnAture.  Thus  fcveral  of  our  domeftic  animals, 
^_J^J^_^  that:  are  conlined,  broken,  forced,  and  rcflrained 
in  all  their  freeil  motions  and  fcnfations,  lofe, 
through  ineffcdtual  efforts,  the  principles  of  ge- 
neration while  they  are  confined  in  flablcs,  if  care 
and  attention  do  not  fupply  the  place  of  that  liber- 
ty of  which  they  have  been  deprived.  The  fc* 
males  of  the  lama  have  only  two  dugs,  never  more 
than  two  young,  commonly  but  one,  which  fol- 
lows the  dam  immediately  after  it  s  birth  ;  it  is  of 
a  very  quick  giowth,  and  ii's  life  of  a  fliort  du- 
ration. At  three  years  old  it  propagates  it's  fpe- 
cies,  prefer ves  it's  vigour  'till  twelve,  then  decays 
and  dies  about  the  age  of  fifteen. 

The  lamas  arc  employed  as  mules,  in  carrying 
on  their  backs  loads  of  about  a  hundred  weight. 
They  move  with  a  flow  but  firm  pace  at  the  rate 
of  four  or  five  leagues  a-day,  in  countries  that  arc 
impra(f\icablc  to  other  animals  ;  defcending 
through  gullies,  and  climbing  up  rocks,  where 
men  cannot  follow  them.  After  four  or  five 
days  journey,  they  reft  of  their  own  accord  for 
twenty-four  hours. 

Nature  hath  formed  them  for  the  people  of 
that  climate  where  they  are  produced,  mild,  re- 
gular, and  phlegmatic,  like  the  Peruvians. 
When  they  ftop,  they  bend  their  knees  and  ftoop 
their  body  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  difcompofe 
their  burden.  As  foon  as  they  hear  their  driver 
whiftle,  they  rife  with  the  fame  care,  and  proceed 
on  their  journey.  They  browfe  on  the  grafs  they 
find  in  their  way,  and  chew  the  cud  at  night, 
even  when  afleep,  reclining  on  their  bread,  with 
their  feet  doubled  under  their  belly.  They  are 
neither  difpirited  by  fafting  nor  drudgeiy,  while 
they  have  any  ftrength  remaining ;  but,  when 
they  are  totally  cxhauftcd  or  fall  under  their  bur- 
den, it  is  to  no  purpole  to  haral's  and  beat  them  ; 
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they  will  continue  obftinately  ftriking  their  heads  B  O  O  K 
againfl    the   ground,  'till    they    kill    themfelves.     ^^'^^ 
They  never  defend  themfelves  either  with  their 
feet  or  their  teeth;  and  in  the  height  of  their  in- 
dignation content  themfelves  with  only  fpitting  in 
the  face  of  thofe  who  infult  them. 

The  pacos  is  to  the  lama  what  the  afs  is  to  the 
horfe,  a  fubordinate  fpecies,  fmailer  in  fize,  with 
fhorter  legs,  and  a  flat  fnout ;  but  of  the  fame 
difpofition,  the  fame  manners,  and  the  fame  con- 
ftitution,  as  the  lama ;  made,  like  the  lama,  to 
carry  burdens,  but  more  obftinate  in  it's  caprices, 
perhaps  becaufe  it  is  weaker. 

These  animals  are  fo  much  the  more  ufeful  to 
man,  as  their  fervice  cofts  him  nothing.  Their 
thick  fur  fupplies  the  place  of  a  pack-faddle. 
The  little  grafs,  which  they  find  along  the  road 
fuftices  for  their  food,  and  furnifhes  them  with  a 
plentiful  and  frefh  faliva,  which  exempts  them 
from  the  neccllity  of  drinking. 

In  the  times  of  the  Incas,  the  people  fhewed  a 
great  attachment  to  thefe  ufeful  animals,  and 
this  fpirit  of  benevolence  hath  been  continued. 
Before  they  are  employed  in  the  labours  for  which 
they  are  adapted,  the  Peruvians  aflemble  their 
relations,  friends,  and  neighbours.  As  foon  aa 
the  company  are  met,  dancing  and  feftivals  be- 
gin, which  laft  two  days  and  two  nights.  From 
lime  to  time  the  guefts  pay  a  vifit  to  the  lama«, 
and  the  pacos,  fpcak  to  them  in  the  moil  affec- 
tionate terms,  and  beftow  upon  them  all  the 
carelles  they  would  upon  the  perfoa  that  wa* 
moft  dear  to  them.  They  then  begin  to  m&kc 
ufe  of  them,  but  do  not  ilrip  them  of  the  rib- 
bands and  bands  with  which  their  heads  are  or- 
namented. 

Among  the  lamas,  there  are  feme  of  a  wild 
fpecies  called  gnanacos,  which  are  ftr9r;g.er,  mor«' 
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B  O  O  Kfprightly,  and  more  nimble,  than  the  domeftic 
^^^"  lamas ;  running  like  tiie  flag,  and  climbing  like 
the  wild  goat,  covered  with  Ihort  wool,  and  of  a 
fawn  colour.  Though  free,  they  like  to  colled 
in  herds,  to  the  number  fomeiimes  of  two  or 
three  hundred.  If  they  fee  a  man,  they  furvey 
him  at  firft  widi  an  air  of  greater  aflonifhment 
than  curiofity  ;  then  fiuiffing  up  the  air  and  neigh- 
ing, they  run  all  together  to  the  fummit  of  the 
mountains.  Thefe  animals  feek  the  North,  tra- 
vel on  the  ice,  and  fix  themfelves  above  the 
height  of  the  fnow ;  they  are  vigorous,  and  ap- 
pear in  vaft  numbers  on  the  tops  of  the  Corde- 
Icirias;  but  fmall  in  fize,  and  fcldom  met  with  at 
ihc  bottom  of  the  mountains.  When  they  arc 
hunted  for  their  fleece,  if  they  gain  the  rocks,  nei- 
ther hunters  nor  dogs  can  ever  catch  them. 

The  vicunap,  a  fptcies  of  wild  pacos,  delight 
flill  more  in  the  cold,  and  on  the  fummits  of 
mountains.  They  are  fo  timid,  that  their  fear 
itfelf  makes  them  an  eafy  prey  to  the  hunter. 
Men  furround  them  and  drive  them  into  narrow 
defiles,  at  the  end  of  which  they  have  fufpended 
pieces  of  cloth  or  linen,  on  cords,  that  are  raifed 
three  or  four  f*.ct  from  the  ground.  Thefe  rags, 
being  agitated  by  the  wind,  ftrike  fuch  terror 
into  ihcm,  that  they  (lai^d  crowded  and  fqueczed 
one  againfl:  another,  fuffering  themklvcs  to  be 
killed  lathcr  than  fly.  But  if  there  happens  to  be, 
among  the  vicunas,  a  guanaco,  which,  being  more 
adventurous,  leaps  over  the  cords,  they  follow  it 
and  efcape. 

All  thefe  animals  belong  fo  peculiarly  to 
South  Ameiica,  and  efpecially  to  the  highcft: 
Cordeleiiias,  that  they  arc  never  fcen  on  the  fide 
of  Mexico,  where  the  height  of  thefe  mountains 
is  confiderably  diminiflicd.  Attcriipts  have  been 
made  to  propagate  thw  breed  in  Europe,  but  they 
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have  all  failed.  The  Spaniards,  without  refled-BOOK 
ing  that  thefe  animals,  even  in  Peru  itfelf,  fought  ^^'• 
the  coldeft  parts,  have  tranfported  them  to  the 
burning  plains  of  Andalufia.  They  might,  pof- 
fibly,  have  fucceeded  on  the  Alps  or  the  Pyrennees. 
This  conjedure  of  M.  dc  BufFon,  to  whom  we 
are  indebted  for  fo  many  ufeful  and  profound  ob- 
fervations  on  animals,  is  v/orthy  the  attention  of 
ftatefmen,  whofe  fteps  ought  always  to  be  guided 
by  the  lights  of  philofophy. 

The  flefh  of  the  lamas  and  pacos  may  be  eaten 
when  they  are  young.  The  Ikin  of  the  old  ones 
ferves  the  Indians  for  (hoes,  and  the  Spaniards  for 
harnefs.  The  guanacos  may  alfo  ferve  for  food. 
But  the  vicunas  are  only  fought  after  for  their 
fleece,  and  for  the  bezoar  they  produce. 

The  wool  of  thefe  animals  is  not  equally  good, 
'jphat  of  the  lama,  and  the  pacos,  which  are 
domeflic  animals,  is  much  inferior  to  that  of  the 
guanaco,  and  ftill  more  to  that  of  the  vicuna. 
There  is  even  a  great  difference  in  the  fame 
animal.  The  v/ool  of  the  back  is  commonly  of  a 
clear,  light  colour,  and  of  moderate  quality;  un- 
der the  belly  it  is  white  and  fine,  and  white  and 
coarfe  upon  the  thighs.  It's  price  in  Spain,  is 
from  four  to  fis-e  livres  *  a  pound,  according  to 
it's  quality. 

These  fleeces  were  ufefully  empl  )yf;d  at  Peru, 
before  the  empire  had  fubmitted  to  a  foreign 
yoke.  The  inhabitants  of  Cufco  made  tapeftry  of 
them  for  the  ufe  ct  the  court.  This  tapeftry  was 
ornamented  with  flowers,  birds,  and  trees,  which 
were  tolerably  well  imitated.  It  ferved  alfo  to 
make  mantles,  which  were  worn  over  a  fhirt  of 
cotton.  It  was  cufl:omary  to  tuck  them  up,  in 
order    to    have   the   arms   free.     The    principal 

*  From  3s.  4d,  to  4-?.  2d. 
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,_y^  their  wives  with  pins  made  of  tliefe  metals,  orna- 
mented at  the  top  with  emeralds ;  and  the  com- 
mon people  with  thorns.  In  hot  countries,  the 
mantles  of  perfons  in  office  were  made  of  fine 
cotton,  and  dyed  with  various  colours.  The 
common  people  in  the  fame  climate,  had  no 
clothing  at  all,  except  a  girdle  that  was  compofed 
of  the  filaments  of  ilie  bark  of  a  tree,  and  fcrvcd 
to  cover  ihofe  parts  which  nature  intended  fhould 
be  concealed. 

The  pride  and  the  habits  of  the  conquerors, 
which  generally  made  inconvenient  or  contemp- 
tible to  them,  all  the  cuftoms  cftablifhed  in  the 
countries  upon  which  their  avarice  or  their  fury 
v/as  exerted,  would  not  allow  them  to  adopt  the 
drefs  of  the  Peruvians.  They  required  from 
Europe  every  thing  that  country  could  furnifh 
moft  complete  and  moft  magnificent  in  linens 
and   cottons,     in   procefs  of  time,  the  trcafures 

<  that  had  been  at  firll  pillaged,   were  exhaufted; 

and  it  was  not  pollible  to  acquire  more,  without 
making  confiderable  advances,  and  without  en- 
tering upon  labours,  the  profit  of  which  was 
doubtful.  Then  thcfe  extravagances  diminifhed. 
The  ancient  manufadtures  ot  cotton,  which  a 
fyftcm  of  opprcllion  had  reduced  almoft  to  no- 
thing, were  revived.  OtI:ers  were  fet  on  foot  of 
a  diflferent  kind  ;  and  their  number  hath  fuccef- 
lively  increafed. 

With  the  wool  of  the  vicuna  they  make,  in 
fevcral  provinces,  ftockiiigs,  handkerchiefs,  and 
fcarfs.  This  wool,  mixed  with  that  of  the  Iheep 
imported  thither  from  Huropc,  which  hath  ex- 
ceedingly degenerated,  ferves  for  carpets,  and 
makes  alio  tolerably  good  cloth.  This  lafl  kind 
alone  is  employed  to  make  fergcs,  and  other  coarfe 

ftuffs. 

The 
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The   manufadlures   fubrervie";t  to   luxury  areB  o  O  K 
eftablillied  at  Arequipa,  Ciifco,  a'ld  Lima.     From      ^^^• 
thefe  three  large   towns  come  all   the  jewels  and       "* 
diamonds,   all   the  plate    for  th.e  ufe   of   private 
pcrfons,  and  alfo  for  the  churches.     Thefe  manu- 
faccures   are  but    coarfely  wrought,    and    mixed 
wi'ih  a  great  desi   of  copper.     There  is  feldom 
rnoie  tafte  or  perftcl:ion  dilavered  in   their  gold, 
filver,  and  other  laces   and   embroideries,  which 
their  manufadures  alio  produce. 

Other  hands  are  employed  in  gilulrg  leather, 
in  making,  with  wood  and  ivory,  pii-ces  of  inlaid 
work  and  fculpture,  and  in  drawing  figures  on 
the  marble  that  hath  been  lately  found  at  Cuen^a, 
or  on  linen  imported  from  the  Old  Hcmilphere. 
Thefe  productions  of  imperfedt  art,  fcrve  for 
ornaments  for  houfes,  palaces,  and  temples :  the 
drawing  of  them  is  not  abfolutely  bad,  but  the 
colours  are  neither  exacft  nor  permanent.  This 
fpecies  of  induftry  belongs  almoft  exclufively  to 
the  Indians  fettled  at  Cufco,  who  are  lefs  op- 
prefled,  and  lefs  degenerated  upon  this  firfl  fcene 
of  their  glory,  than  throughout  the  reft  of  the 
empire.  If  thefe  Americans,  to  whom  nature 
hath  denied  the  genius  of  invention,  but  who  are 
excellent  imitators,  had  been  fupplied  with  able 
mafters,  and  excellent  models,  they  would  have 
become  good  copyifts.  At  the  clofe  of  the  laft 
century,  fome  works  of  a  Peruvian  painter, 
named  Michael  de  St.  Jaques,  were  brought  to 
Rome;  and  the  connoilieurs  difcovered  marks  of 
genius  in  them. 

These  defcriptions  excite  the  complaints  of 
fome  of  my  readers.  I  hear  them  fay  :  How- 
can  we  be  interefted  in  thefe  idle  details,  with 
which  you  have  troubled  us  fo  long  ?  Speak  to 
us  of  the  gold,  and  of  the  filver  oF  Peru.  Irx 
this  fo  diftant  region  of  the  New  World,  I  have 

Vol.  hi.  K  ntvn 
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,^^1^]^  i^ttt  thefe  metals.     Whoever   thou  mayefl:   be  that 
dofl:   addrcfs  thyfelf  to  mc  in  this  manner,  ava- 
ricious  mortal,  and  deftitiite  of  tafte,  who  when 
conveyed  to  Mexico   and  Peru,  would'fl  neither 
ftr.dy  the  manners  nor  the  cuftoms,  who  would'ft 
diidain  to  caft  a  look  upon  the  rivers,  the  moun- 
tains, the  forefts,  the  fields,  the  diverfity  of  cli- 
mate, and  the  varieties  of  fifh  and  infeds ;   but 
who  w^ould'O:  only  a(k,   Where    arc  the   golden 
mines  ?  Where  are  the  places  in  which  the   gold 
is  wrought  ?  I  fee  that  thou  haft  entered  upon  the 
readirg  of  my  work,  with  the  (ame  fpirit  as  the 
ferocious  Europeans  entered  upon  thcfe  rich  and 
unhappy  countries ;  I  fee  that  thou  wert  worthy 
to  accompany  them,  becaufe   thy  propenfiries  arc 
the  fame  as  their's.     Defcend  then  into  the  mines ; 
a"d  meet  with  thy  deftrudion  by  the  fide  of  thofc 
who  work  them  for  thee  ;  and  if  thou  doft  come 
out   of  them  again,    make   thyfelf  at    leaft    ac- 
quainted with  the  criminal  fource  of  thefe  fatal 
treafures  which  thou  doft  covet  •,  and  mayeft  thou 
rever"  poftef"  them  hereafter  without  feeling  the 
pa-^gs  of  remorfe.     May  the  gold  change  it's  co- 
l<>nr,  and  appear  to  thine  eyes  as  if  it  were  dyed 
with  blood. 
D'>r.-r;pti-      Jn  tlie  country  of  the  Incas  are  found  mines  of 
on  cf  the  copper,  tin,  fulphur,  and  bitumen,  which  arc  gc- 
Pe"i"a°d  nerally  negleded.     Extreme  neceflity  hath  occa- 
pirticvil.ir- fioned  fome  attention  to  be  paid  to  thofe  of  fait. 
I7  thofc  of  yj^j^  follil  is  cut   into  large  pieces,  proportioned 
Ld  quick-  to   the  ftrength  of  the  lamas  and  pacos,  dcftined 
Cher.        to  convcy  it  in  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire 
dillant   from  the  ocean.     This  fait  is  of  a  violet 
colour,  tnd  is  ftreaked  with  veins  of  red  like  the 
Jafper.     It  is  fold  neither  by  weight  nor  meafure, 
but  in  pi  'ces  nearly  of  equal  fize. 

A  NEW 
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A  NEW  fubftance  has  been  difcovered  lately  in  B  O  o  K 
thefc  regions :  this  is  the  platina,  fo  called  from  k^^,.^ 
the  SpaniHi  word  phitay  from  whence  the  diminu- 
tive ^/^//;;^,  or  little  filver,  is  made. 

This  is  a  metallic  fubftance,  which  hath  hitherto 
been  brought  from  the  New  World  into  the  Old, 
only  in  the  form  of  fmall  pointed,  triangular,  and 
very  irregular  gravel,  like  the  coarfe  filings  of 
iron.  It's  colour  is  that  of  a  white,  between  that 
of  filver  and  iron,  partaking  a  little  of  the  tenaci- 
ty of  lead. 

M.  Ulloa  is  the  firft  who  has  fpokcn  of  the 
platina,  in  the  account  he  publillied  in  1748,  of 
a  long  voyage  to  Peru,  from  whence  he  wasjuft 
returned.  He  informed  Europe  that  this  extraor- 
dinary fubflancc,  and  which  may  be  confidered  as 
an  eighth  metal,  came  from  the  gold  mines  of 
America,  and  was  particularly  found  in  thofe  of 
the  new  kingdom. 

The  year  following,  Wood,  an  Englifh  me- 
tallurgift,  brought  fome  fpecimens  of  it  from 
Jamaica  to  Great  Britain.  He  had  received  them 
eight  or  nine  years  before  from  Carthagena,  and 
was  the  firft  perfon  who  made  experiments  upon 
them. 

Some  very  fkilful  chymifts  have  fince  em- 
ployed themfelves  in  experiments  and  inquiries 
upon  the  platina ;  in  England,  Mr.  Lewis ;  in 
Sweden,  M.  Scheffer ;  in  Prullia,  M.  Margraff; 
and  in  France,  M.  M.  Macquer,  Beaum-,  De 
Buffon,  De  Morveau,  De  Sickeng'rn,  and  De 
Milly.  The  united  labours  of  thefc  feveral  chy- 
mifls  ha'h  fo  much  improved  our  knowledge  upon 
this  article,  that  we  do  not  fcrupic  to  fay,  there 
are  few  metallic  fiibflances,  the  nature  of  which  is 
better  Hr.own  to  us  at  prefent  than  the  plaiina. 
That  which  comes  into  France  is  never  entirely 
pure.  It  is  ufually  mixed  wiih  rather  a  confi- 
K  3-  derabU 
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BOOK  derable  quantity  of  fmall  black  fand,  which  is 
^  ■  as  Ilrongly  aiTcdled  by  the  loadftonc  as  the  bcft 
iron,  but  which  is  indiflbhible  in  acids,  and  can- 
not be  mched  without  great  difticuky  :  and  lallly, 
particles  of  very  fine  gold  are  fomeiimes  obferved 
in  it. 

This  mixture,  which  is  almoft  always  found, 
of  the  native  platina  with  gold  and  with  iron,  had 
rnifed  a  fufpicion  that  it  might  be  notliing  more 
than  a  combination  of  thefc  two  metals ;  and, 
accordingly,  on  melting  together  gold  and  iron, 
or  rather  gold  and  magnetic  fand,  fimilar  to  that 
which  is  found  mixed  with  the  platina,  a  com- 
bination is  obtained,  which  hath  fomc  apparent 
affinities  v.  irh  this  metaihc  fubflance :  but  a  more 
flrid  examination  fcems  to  have  deftroyed  this 
opinioT/,  and  the  experiments  of  M.  M.  Macquer, 
and  Beaume,  and  particularly  thofc  of  M.  Le 
Earon  de  Sickengen,  appear  to  have  fhcwn  that 
the  platina  is  a  peculiar  kind  of  metal,  which  is 
not  formed  by  the  union  of  any  other,  and  which 
hath  properties  belonging  to  itfelf. 

The  little  information  which  chymifls  have  hi- 
therto obtained  refpcding  the  natural  hillory  of 
the  platina,  and  the  fmall  quantity  they  have  had 
in  their  poffcfllon,  hath  not  yet  allowed  them  to 
apply  the  procefles  of  metallurgy  to  it  at  large ; 
but  the  methods  they  have  given  an  account  of, 
and  particularly  thofe  for  which  we  are  indebted 
to  the  Baron  dc  Sickengen,  are  fufficient  for  chy- 
mical  accuracy;  Nothing  remains  now  but  to 
make  tiiem  m^ore  fimplc  and  lefs  expenfive. 

The  firft  operation  to  be  performed  on  the 
platira,  confifls  in  feparating  from  it  the  gold, 
the  iron,  and  the  magnetic  fand  with  which  it  is 
united.  In  order  to  do  this,  it  is  diflblved  with 
the  afliftai'.cc  of  a  little  hear,  in  an  aqua  regia, 
compofcd  nearly  of  equal  parts  of  the  nitrous 
a  and 
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and  marine  acid.  The  magnetic  fand,  which  isB  O  O  K 
indilToIuble,  remains  at  the  bottom  of  the  velTel,  ^^JJ/^J.^ 
and  by  pouring  off  the  liquor  a  folution  is  ob- 
tained,  which  contains  gold,  iron,  and  platina. 
To  feparate  in  the  firft  inflance  the  gold,  a  Irnall 
portion  of  the  vitriolum  martis  is  added  to  the 
Iblution.  The  gold  immediately  precipitates, 
while  the  platina  continues  united  to  the  folvent. 
Laftly,  to  get  rid  of  the  iron,  fome  alkali,  which 
hath  been  previoufly  calcined  with  ox's  blood,  is 
poured  guttatim  into  the  fame  liquor.  The  iron 
is  inflantly  precipitated,  under  the  colour  of  Pruf- 
fian  blue,  and  nothing  more  remains  in  the  folu- 
tion than  the  platina,  perfectly  pure,  and  combin- 
ed with  the  aqua  regia. 

The  platina  being  thus  purified,  the  next  bu- 
finefs  is  to  feparate  it  from  the  folvent,  and  this 
is  to  be  done  by  the  addition  of  fait  ammoniac. 
This  fubftance  precipitates  the  platina  under  a 
yellow  colour,  and  this  precipitate  being  expofed 
to  a  great  hear,  foftens,  and  even  dilTolves ;  and 
by  forging  it  with  a  hammer,  the  platina  is  ob- 
tained very  pure  and  malleable.  It  appears  from 
what  we  have  been  able  to  collect  from  the  baron 
De  Sickengen's  Memoir,  which  hath  been  com- 
municated to  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  but  not 
yet  publifhed,  that  the  rough  platina,  worked  by 
itfelf,  and  heated  with  an  intenfe  fire,  becomes 
fufficiently  foft  to  be  forged  and  made  into  bars  j 
and  this  circumftance  naturally  indicates  the  me- 
thod to  be  purfued  for  the  management  of  ic  in 
large  works. 

The  metal  obtained  by  thefe  feveral  procefles 
is  nearly  of  the  fame  fpecific  weight  as  gold  •,  it 
is  of  an  intermediate  colour  between  that  of 
iron  and  filver;  it  can  be  forged  and  extended 
into  thin  plates;  it  may  alfo  be  worked  into 
thread,  but  it  is  not  near  fo  duClilc  as  gold,  and 

ill- 
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BOO  Kthc  thread  obtained  from  it,  is  nor,  in  equal  dia- 
^"'  meter,  able  to  lupport  fo  great  a  weight  without 
breaking.  When  diffolved  iis  aqua  regia,  it  may 
be  made  to  afllime,  by  precipitation,  an  infinite 
diverfity  of  colours ;  ai^d  Count  Milly  hath  fuc- 
cecded  in  varying  thefe  precipitates  fo  much, 
that  he  hath  had  a  pi(5lure  painted  in  the  colour- 
ing, of  which  there  is  fcarce  any  thing  but  platina 
made  ufc  of. 

Gold  is  fjfceptible  of  combination  with  all 
the  inetals,  and  platina  hath  in  like  manner  this 
property  ;  but  when  too  great  a  proportion  of  it 
enters  into  the  combination,  it  re;iders  the  metal 
brittle.  When  allied  with  yellow  copper,  it 
forms  a  hard  and  compacft  metal,  which  will  take 
the  finefl  polifh,  which  will  not  tarnilh  in  the  air, 
and  which  would  conlequently  be  very  fit  for 
making  the  mirrors  of  telefcopcs. 

It  doth  not  appear  that  mercury  hath  an  tffcCt 
upon  platina  ^  ai:d  therefore  M  Lewis  had  pro- 
pofed  to  amalgamate  it  with  mercury,  as  a  pro- 
per method  of  fcparating  it  from  the  gold  with 
which  it  might  have  been  united  ;  but  this  me- 
thod hath  been  confidercd  by  modern  chy mills  as 
uncertain  and  defedive  ;  and  there  are  others  at 
prefent  more  to  be  depended  upon  :  fuch  are  thofe 
we  have  ben  mentioning  at  the  commencement  of 
this  article. 

This  new  metr.l  difplays  fome  properties  infi- 
nitely intereding  to  fociety.  It  cannot  be  afFedted 
by  any  fimplc  acid,  or  by  any  known  folvent  ex- 
cept the  aqua  legia  ;  it  will  not  tarniOi  in  the  air, 
neither  will  it  rull ;  it  unites  to  the  fixcdncfs  of 
gold,  and  to  the  property  it  liath  of  not  being 
fufcepiiblc  of  deftrutlion,  a  hardnefs  almoft  equal 
to  that  of  iron,  and  a  much  greater  difticulty  of 
fiifion.  In  a  uord,  from  confidering  tiie  advan- 
tages of    the  plaiUia,   we   cannot  but    conclude, 

that 
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that  this  metal  deferves,  at  lead,  from  it's  fupe-  BOOK, 
riority  to  all  others,  to  fhare  the  title  of  king  of ,    ^^^' 
the  metals,  of  which  gold  hath  fo  long  been  in 
polTellion. 

It  were  undoubtedly  to  be  wifhed,  that  a  metal 
fo  precious  might  become  common,  and  that  it 
might  be  employed  for  culinary  utenfils,  in  the 
arts,  and  in  the  laboratory  of  the  chymift.  It 
would  unite  all  the  advantages  of  velTels  of  glafs, 
of  porcelain,  and  of  ftone  ware,  without  par- 
taking of  their  fragility.  A  prejudice  of  the 
Spanifh  miniftry,  and  which  hath  for  a  long  time 
been  adopted  by  all  ch)mifls,  deprives  us  of  this 
advantage.  They  have  perfuaded  themfelvcs  that 
the  platina  might  be  allied  with  gold,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  that  it  could  not  be  fcparated  from  it 
by  any  means,  and  they  have  confequently  thought 
proper  to  forbid  the  extradion  and  tranfportatioa 
of  a  fubflance,  that  might  be  produdive  of  fo 
much  mifchief  in  the  hands  of  avaricious  men. 
But  at  prefent,  that  we  are  acquainted  v/ith  me- 
thods as  fimplc  and  cafy  to  feparate  gold  from 
platina,  as  to  feparate  filver  from  gold  ;  at  prefent, 
that  the  chymifts  have  taught  us,  that  when  thefc 
tv/o  metals  are  difTolvcd  in  aqua  regia,  we  may 
precipitate  the  gold  by  the  addition  of  the  vitri- 
okim  martis,  or  the  platina  by  the  addition  of  fait 
ammoniac,  and  that  in  both  thefc  cafes  the  tv.o 
metals  are  perfectly  dillir.il:;  at  prefent,  in  a 
word,  that  the  rulers  of  nations  can  eafily  obtain 
information  by  confalting  the  academies,  it  cannot 
be  doubted  but  that  the  Spaniih  government  wiil 
haflen  to  avail  itfelf  of  a  ircaf.ire  of  which  it  fecn";S 
hitherto  to  have  been  the  only  polTclfor,  and  of 
which  fo  advantageous  a  ufe  may  be  made  for  the 
ration,  aiid  for  focicty  in  general. 

Nature  hath  not  formed  any  mines  of  gold  or 
fjlver,  in  what  are  called  the  Valleys  of  Peru, 

cxocpt 
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BOOK  except  one.  The  large  mafTes  of  thefe  precious 
^^''  metals  wliich  we  fometimes  find  there,  have  been 
conveyed  by  fiibterraneous  fires,  by  volcanos, 
and  by  earthquakes,  as  well  as  by  t!ie  revolutions 
which  America  hath  experienced,  and  doth  ftill 
experience  every  day,  Thefe  detached  mafles 
are  lomeLimes  found  in  other  parts.  About  the 
year  1730,  a  piece  of  gold,  weighing  ninety  marks, 
was  found  near  the  town  of  La  Paz.  It  was  a 
compcfition  of  fix  different  fpecies  of  this  pre- 
cious metal,  from  eighteen  to  three  and  twenty 
carats  and  a  half.  There  are  but  few  ores, 
and  tliofe  of  bafe  all.y,  in  the  hillocks  bordering 
upon  the  fea.  It  is  only  in  very  cold  or  very  high 
places  that  they  are  rich  and  frequent. 

Though  the  Peruvians  were  unacquainted 
with  coin,  they  knew  the  ufe  of  gold  and  filver, 
of  which  they  made  toys,  and  even  vafes.  The 
torreius  and  rivers  furnifhed  them  with  the  firft 
of  thefe  metals  j  but  in  order  to  obtain  the  fe- 
cond,  more  labour  and  induftry  was  recefl'ary. 
iVIoft  frequently  the  groui'd  was  opened,  yet 
never  to  fo  great  a  depth,  but  that  the  workmen 
themfelves  could  throw  the  ore  on  the  borders  of 
the  ditch  which  they  had  digged,  or  could  at 
leaft  convey  it  there  by  paihng  it  on  from  one 
perfon  to  another.  Sometimes  the  fides  of  the 
mountains  were  opened,  and  the  different  veins 
which  chance  might  piefent,  were  followed, 
though  always  to  very  fmall  extent.  The  two 
metals  were  melted  and  difengaged  from  the 
foreign  materials  that  might  be  mixed  with  them 
by  the  means  of  fire.  Furnaces,  in  which  a 
current  of  air  fupplied  the  office  of  the  bellows, 
an  inftrument  entirely  unknown  in  thefe  coun- 
tries, were  employed  to  perform  this  difficult 
operation. 

PoRCO,  at  a  little  diflance  from  the  fpot  where 
one  of   the  lieutenants   of  Pizario    founded,   in 

IJ39. 
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1539,  ^^^  ^^^y  ^^  ^"^  Plata,  Porco  was,  of  all  theB  o  O  K 

mines  vvhich  the  Incas  caufed  to  be  worked,  the ^^ 

moft  plentiful  and  the  moft  known.  It  was  alfo 
the  firft  which  the  Spaniards  worked  after  the  con- 
quefi: ;  and  their  labour  was  foon  extended  to  a 
multiplicity  of  others. 

All  of  them,  witliout  exception,  were  found 
to  be  very  expenfive  in  the  working.  Nature  hath 
placed  them  in  regions  deftituie  of  water,  wood, 
provifions,  and  all  the  neceflanes  of  life,  which 
mufl  be  conveyed  at  a  great  expence  acrofs 
immenfe  dcferts.  Thefe  diificulties  have  been, 
and  are  flill  furmounted  with  more  or  iefs  fuc- 
cefs. 

Several  min^s,  which  have  acquired  fome 
fhare  of  reputation,  have  been  fucctllively  aban- 
doned. Their  produce,  though  equal  to  what  it 
was  originally,  v.as  not  fufficient  to  defray  the 
expences  neccifary  to  obtain  itj  this  is  a  kind 
of  revolution  which  many  of  the  reft  will  expe- 
rience. 

It  hath  alfo  been  neceflary  to  renounce  fome 
of  the  mines  which  had  given  falfe  hopes. 
Among  this  number  was  that  of  Ucantaya,  difco- 
vered  in  1703,  fixty  leagues  to  the  fouth  eaft  of 
Cufco.  This  was  only  an  incruftation  of  almoft 
maflive  filver,  which  at  firft  yielded  a  confiderable 
quantity,  but  was  foon  exhauftcd. 

Some  very  rich  mines  have  bee^  negledled 
becaulc  the  waters  have  invaded  them.  The  de- 
clivity of  the  foil,  which  from  the  fummit  of  the 
Cordeleirias  runs  continually  ftielvingto  the  South 
Sea,  muft  Leceffariiy  have  rendered  thefe  events 
more  common  at  Peru  than  in  other  places. 
This  mifchief  hath  fomctimes  been  found  irre- 
mediable ^  at  other  times  it  hath  been  repaired: 
moft  frequently  it  hath  been  perpetuated  for 
want  of  means,  ad\ivity,  or  ikill. 

The 
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BOOK  The  gold  mines,  were  at  firfl:  preferably  attend- 
^___^^^^  ed  to.  Wife  men  foon  determined  in  favour  of 
the  filver  mines,  which  are  generally  more  exten- 
five,  more  equal,  and,  confcquently,  lefs  deceit- 
ful. Several  of  the  former,  however,  are  ftill 
worked.  A  tolerably  regular  feries  of  fuccefs, 
haih  made  thofe  of  Lutixaca,  of  Araca,of  Suches, 
of  Caracava,  of  I  ipoani,  and  of  Cachabamba,  to 
be  confidcred  as  the  richeft. 

Among  the  filver  mines  which,  in  our  days, 
are  the  mojfl  celebrated,  we  mull  mention  that 
of  Huantajaha,  which  hath  been  worked  forty  or 
fifty  years  ago,  at  two  leagues  diftance  from  the 
fea,  near  the  harbour  of  Iqueyqua.  Upon 
digging  five  or  fix  feet  in  the  plain,  we  often 
find  detached  maffes,  which  at  firfl  might  be 
taken  only  for  a  confufed  mixture  of  gravel  and 
fand,  and  which,  upon  trial,  yield  two-ihirds  of 
their  weight  in  filver.  Sometimes  they  aie  fo 
confiderable,  that,  in  1749,  two  of  them  v/cre  fent 
to  the  court  of  Spain,  one  of  which  weighed  one 
hundred  and  fcvcnty-five  pounds,  and  the  other, 
three  hundred  and  feveiuy.  In  the  mountains, 
the  ore  is  difpofcd  in  veiiis,  and  is  cf  two  kinds. 
That  which  in  the  country  is  called  barra^  is  cut 
with  the  rock,  and  is  fent  to  1  ima,  where  it  is 
wrought.  It  yields  mod  frequently  from  one, 
two,  three,  four,  and  as  far  as  five  parts  of  filver 
to  one  of  l\onc.  The  other  fpecics  is  purified  by 
lire  in  the  country  itfelf  If  five  of  it's  quintals 
do  not  produce  a  mark  of  filver,  it  is  thrown 
amo:^g  the  rubbilh.  This  liegled  arifcs  from  the 
txcellive  dcarnefs  of  provilions,  from  the  necelfiiy 
of  obtaini:^g  water  fit  for  drinking  fourteen  leagues 
off,  a:".d  from  that  of  grinding  the  ore  at  a  very 
ponfiderablc  dillancc. 

At  iliiriy  leagues   to  the  north  eafl  of   Are- 
cjuipa    Hands    Caviioma.      It's   mines  were   dif- 

tovcrcd 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  139 

covered  very  earl}^ ;  they  have  been  fince  incef-EOO  K 
fantly    worked,    and    their  produce    is    {lill    the     ^*^" 
fame. 

Those  of  Potofi  were  difcovcred  in  1545. 
An  Indian,  named  Hualpa,  as  it  is  faid,  pur- 
fuing  (ome  deer,  in  order  to  climb  certain  fleep 
rocks,  hid  hold  of  a  bufh,  the  roots  of  wi.-ich 
being  loofened  from  the  earth,  brought  to  view 
an  ingot  of  filver.  The  Peruvian  had  recourfe 
to  it  for  his  own  ufe,  and  never  failed  to  return 
to  his  treafure  every  time  that  his  wants  or  his 
defires  folicited  him  to  it.  The  change  that  had 
happened  in  his  fortune  was  remarked  by  his 
countryman  Guanca,  to  whom  he  avowed  the 
fecret.  The  two  friends  could  not  keep  their  coun- 
fel  and  enjoy  their  good  fortune.  They  quarrel- 
led ;  and  the  indifcreet  confidant  difcovcred  the 
whole  to  his  mafter  Villaroell,  a  Spaniard  who  was 
fettled  in  the  neighbourhood. 

This  difcovery  foon  inflamed  the  minds  of 
the  Spaniards.  Several  mines  were  immediately 
opened  in  a  mountain  of  a  co'-ical  form,  which  is 
one  league  in  circumference,  five  or  fix  toifes  in 
height,  and  is  of  a  dark  red  colour.  In  procefs 
of  time,  a  lefs  confiderable  mountain,  iffuing 
from  the  former,  was  alf<)  fearched,  and  with 
equal  fuccefs.  The  treafures  that  were  derived 
from  each  of  tliefs  mountains,  were  the  origin  of 
one  of  the  largeft  and  moll  opulent  cities  in  the 
Nev/  World. 

Nature  never  offered  to  the  avidity  of  man- 
kind, in  any  country  on  the  globe,  fuch  rich 
mines  as  thofe  of  PoLofi.  Exclulive  of  what  was 
not  regiftered,  and  v/as  fmuggled  away,  the  fifth 
part,  belonging  to  the  government,  from  1545 
10   1564,    amou.ited   to  36,.'; 50,000  livres  *    'per 

/ 

annum. 
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BOOK  annum.  But  this  abundance  of  metals  foon  dc- 
_^'_[;  created.  From  1564  to  1585,  the  annual  fifth 
part  amounted  to  no  more  than  15,187,489 
iivres  four  fols  *.  From  1585  to  1624,  '^ 
amounted  to  12,149,994  Iivres  12  fols  f .  From 
1624  to  1633,  to  6,074,997  Iivres  fix  fols  {. 
Fi  jm  this  lalt  period,  the  produce  of  ihefe  mines 
hath  fo  evidently  decreafed,  that  in  1763  the 
fifth  part,  belonging  to  the  king,  did  not  exceed 
1,364,682  Iivres  12  ibla  §. 

Jn  the  firft  inftance,  each  quintal  of  ore  yielded 
fifty  pounds  of  filver.  At  prefenr,  fifty  quintals 
do  not  produce  more  than  two  pounds  of  filver. 
This  is  one  part  inftead  of  twelve  hundred  and 
fifty. 

If  this  diminution  fhould  be  carried  on  a  litilc 
further,  this  fource  of  riches  mufl  neceflarily  be 
given  up.  It  is  even  probable  that  this  event 
would  already  have  taken  place,  if  the  ore  were 
not  fo  foft  at  Potofi,  if  the  waters  were  not  fo 
favourably  fituated  for  grinding  it,  ar.d  if  the 
expences  were  not  infinitely  lefs  than  at  any  other 
place. 

But  while  the  mines  of  Potofi  were  gradually 
lofir.g  their  celebrity,  thofe  of  Oruro,  not  far 
diltant  from  them,  were  rifing  into  great:  repu- 
tation. Tiicir  profperity  was  even  increafing, 
when  the  waters  flowed  into  the  richcft  of  them. 
At  the  period  in  which  we  are  writing,  it  hath 
not  yet  oeen  poffible  to  drain  them,  and  all  thefe 
treafures  flill  remain  under  water.  The  mines 
of  Popo,  the  mod  confiderable  of  thofe  that  have 
cfcapcd  this  great  difafter,  are  no  more  than 
twelve  leagues  diftaut  from  the  town  of  San  Phi- 
lip d'j  Aulbia  de  Gruro,  which  was  built  in  this 
Uillrict,  foinicrly  fb  vclebrated. 

♦  632,9121.  IS.  +506,2491.  15s.  6cl, 

X  2Si,i24!  17s,  yl.  §56,8611.  15s.  5d. 
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The  labours  of  the  miners,  fettled  to  thcB  O  o  K 
eaft  of  La  Plata,  in  the  diftridt  of  Carangas,  were  ^^^" 
never  difturbed  by  any  accident ;  thofe,  however, 
whom  chance  had  brought  to  Turco  were  con- 
ftantly  the  mod  fortunate,  becaufe  this  mountain 
always  afforded  them  an  ore  incorporated,  or,  as 
it  were,  melted  with  the  ftone,  and  confequently 
richer  than  all  the  reft. 

In  the  diocefe  of  La  Pas,  and  near  to  the 
fmall  town  of  Puna,  Jofeph  Salcedo  difcovered, 
about  the  year  1660,  the  mine  of  Layacota. 
It  was  fo  rich  that  the  filver  of  it  was  often  cut 
with  a  chilfel.  Profperity,  which  debafes  little 
minds,  had  fo  elevated  that  of  the  proprietor  of  fo 
much  opulence,  that  he  permitted  all  the  Spa- 
niards, who  came  to  feek  their  fortune  in  this 
part  of  the  New  World,  to  work  fome  days  for 
their  own  benefit,  without  weighing  or  mea- 
furing  the  prefent  he  made  them.  This  genero- 
fity  attracted  an  infinite  number  of  adventurers, 
whofe  avidity  induced  them  to  take  up  arms. 
They  attacked  each  other,  and  their  benefadtor, 
who  had  ncgledted  nothing  that  might  prevent 
or  extinguifh  their  fanguinary  contentions,  was 
hanged  as  being  tlie  author  of  them.  Such  in- 
cidents might  be  fufficient  to  leffen  in  our  hearts 
the  inclination  to  benevolence,  and  it  is  with  re- 
ludance  1  have  mentioned  this. 

While  Salcedo  was  in  prifon,  the  water  got 
pofleffion  of  his  mine.  Superftition  foon  gave 
birth  to  the  idea,  that  this  was  a  punifhment  for 
the  outrage  committed  againfl  him.  This  idea 
of  divine  vengeance  was  for  a  long  time  re- 
vered;  but  at  length,  in  1740,  Diego  de  Baena, 
and  fome  other  enterprifmg  men,  aflbciated  them- 
felves,  in  order  to  turn  away  the  fprings  which  had 
deluged  fo  much  treafure.  In  1 754,  the  work  was 
fo  far  advanced,  that  fome  utility  was  already  de- 
rived 
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BOOK  rived  from  it.     We  know  not  what  hath  happened 

\_^   - iince  that  period. 

All  the  mines  of  Peru  were  originally  worked 
by  means  of  fire.  In  mo!l  of  them,  mercury  was 
fubftituted  to  this,  in  157  i. 

This  powerful  agent  is  found  in  two  different 
flates  in  the  bofom  of  the  earth.  If  it  be  alto- 
gether pure,  and  in  the  fluid  form  which  is  pro- 
per to  it,  it  is  then  denominated  virgin  mercury, 
becaufe  it  hath  not  experienced  the  adion  of  fire, 
in  order  to  be  cxtraded  from  the  miwe.  If  it  be 
found  combined  with  fulphur,  it  forms  a  fubftancc 
of  a  red  colour,  which  is  more  or  lefs  vivid,  called 
cinnabar. 

Till  the  mine  of  virgin  mercury,  wliich  was 
lately  difcovered  at  Montpellier  under  the  build- 
ings of  the  town  itfelf,  and  which  for  that  rcafon 
will  probably  never  be  worked,  there  had  been  no 
others  known  in  Europe,  except  thofe  of  Udria 
in  Carniola.  Thefe  are  in  a  valley,  at  the  foot 
of  high  mountains,  which  were  called  by  the 
Romans  yl/prs  Ju/io'.  They  were  difcovered  by 
chance  in  1497.  They  are  about  nine  hundred 
feet  deep.  The  dcfccnt  into  them  is  by  pits,  as 
into  all  other  mines.  There  are  under  ground 
an  infinite  number  of  galleries,  of  which  fome  are 
fo  low,  that  it  is  neceflary  to  (loop  in  order  to  pafs 
along;  and  there  are  places  where  it  is  fo  hot, 
that  it  is  not  poflible  to  ftop  without  being  in  a 
proiufe  fweat :  it  is  in  thefe  fubterrancous  caverns 
that  mercury  is  found,  in  a  kind  of  clay,  or  in 
ftoncs.  Sometimes  even  this  fub'lance  is  fcen  rui- 
i,ingdov/n  like  rain,  and  oozes  fo  copioufly  through 
the  rocks  which  form  the  vaults  of  thefe  fubtcrra- 
neous  caverns,  that  one  man  hath  often  gathered 
thirty  hx  pounds  of  it  in  a  day. 

There  arc  fome  people  lb  fond  of  the  marvel- 
lous, that  they  prefer  il;is  mercury  to  the  other ; 

whidi 
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which  is  a  mere  prejudice.     Experience  fhevvs  thatB  O  O  K. 

the  bed  mercury  that  can  be  ufed,  either  in  medi- , [^ 

cine  or  in  metallurgy,  is  that  which  hath  been 
extra^led  from  cinnabar.  In  order  to  feparate 
the  natural  combination  of  thefe  two  volatile  fub- 
ftances,  fulphur  and  mercury,  recourfe  mud  nc- 
celTarily  be  had  to  the  adlion  of  fire,  to  which  fome 
intermediate  fubitance  muft  be  joined.  This  is 
cither  the  filings  of  fteel  or  copper,  or  the  regulua 
of  antimony,  or  lime,  or  fome  fixed  alkaline  fait. 
Europe  is  fupplied  with  this  lad  fpecics  of  mercu- 
ry from  Hungary,  Sclavonia,  Bohemia,  Carinthia, 
Friuli,  and  Normandy.  The  quantity  that  Spain 
wants  for  Mexico  comes  from  the  mine  of  Alma- 
den,  which  was  famous  even  in  the  time  of  the 
Romans:  but  Peru  hath  found  within  itfelf  atGu- 
an^a-Velica,  a  fufficient  quantity  for  all  it's  exi- 
gences. 

This  ore,  as  it  is  faid,  was  known  to  the  an- 
cient Peruvians,  who  made  no  other  ufe  of  it  than 
to  paint  their  faces.  It  was  forgotten  during  the 
confufion  into  which  the  conqueft  plunged  this  un  ; 
fortunate  region.  It  was  found  again  in  1556,  ac- 
cording to  fome  hiftorians,  and  in  1564,  accord- 
ing to  others;  but  Pedro  Fernandez  Velafco  was 
the  firft  who,  in  1574,  thought  of  employing  ic 
in  working  the  other  mines ;  the  government  re- 
ferved  to  itfelf  the  property  of  it.  They  even  for- 
bad upon  any  pretence  whatfoever,  that  other 
mines  of  the  fame  kind  fhould  be  opened,  left  they 
fhould  be  defrauded  of  the  duties  they  laid  upon 
mercury. 

The  mine  of  Guanca-Velica  hath  undergone 
fevcral  changes.  At  the  time  in  which  we  are 
writing,  it's  circumference  m^afures  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  varas,  it's  diameter  fixty,  and 
it's  depth  five  hundred  and  thirteen.  It  hailx 
tour    openings,    all  of    them  at  the  top  of  the 

mountaii), 
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BOOK  mountain,  a  fmall  number  of  buttrefTes,  deftined 
^^'"  to  fupport  the  foil,  and  three  vent-holes,  which 
cither  let  in  air,  or  fervc  to  carry  off  the  waters. 
It  is  worked  by  fonie  partners,  mofi:  of  them 
without  fortune,  to  whom  the  fove reign  advances 
whatever  they  want,  and  whodeliwr  the  mercury 
to  him  at  his  ftipulated  price.  The  men  employed 
in  thefe  labours  were  generally  feized,  formerly, 
with  convulfive  motions.  This  malady  is  at 
prefent  much  lefs  frequent;  whether  it  be  that 
the  mercury  contained  in  the  mir^e  hath  leflened 
by  more  than  one-half,  or  that  fome  precautions 
have  been  taken,  which  had  at  firft  been  ne- 
gledted.  Thole  who  have  the  care  of  the  fur- 
naces, are  at  prefent  almoft  the  only  perfons 
whoare  expofed  to  this  calamity  ;  they  are,  how- 
ever, eafily  cured.  The  only  thing  neccffary  is 
to  fend  them  into  a  warm  climate,  or  to  employ 
them  in  cultivating  the  lands.  The  mercury, 
which  affeded  their  limbs,  is  carried  off  by  per- 
fpiration. 

The  barrennefs  of  Guanfa-Velica,  and  of  tht 
neighbouring  land?,  is  remarkable.  No  fruit 
tree  can  be  naturalized  there.  Of  all  the  fpecies 
of  corn  that  have  been  fovvn,  barley  is  the  only 
one  that  hath  fpruiig  up ;  and  even  that  hath  never 
come  to  maturity.  Nothing  but  the  potatoc  has 
thriven. 

The  air  is  not  more  wholcfome  than  the  foil  is 
fertile.  Children,  newly  born,  die  of  the  letanos 
ft  ill  m.orc  frequently  than  in  the  reft  of  the  New 
AN^orld.  Thofe  who  have  elcaped  this  danger, 
are  feized  at  the  end  of  three  or  four  months  with 
a  violent  cough,  and  moft  of  them  perifti  in 
convulfions,  unlefs  care  be  taken  to  convey  them 
into  a  milder  climate.  This  precaution,  which 
is  necelfary  for  the  Indians  and  for  the  Meftces, 
is  ftill   more  fo  for  the   Spaniards,  who  are   lefs 
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robuft.     The  extreme  fcverity   of   the   cHmate,BOOK 
the  fulphareous  vapours  which  cover  the  horizon,     '^^^• 
and  the  generally   vitiated  conftitution  of  the  fa 
thers  and  mothers,  miifl  be  the  principal  caufes  of 
fo  great  a  calamity. 

The  very  elevated  mountains  of  Guanca- 
Vclica,  had  for  a  lor.g  time  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  men  who  were  greedy  of  riches,  when, 
at  length,  they  became  interefting  to  philoib- 
phers. 

The  ar^ronomers,  who  were  fent  in  1735  to 
Peru  in  order  to  meafurc  the  degrees  of  the  me- 
ridian, travelled  over  a  fpace  of  ninety  leagues, 
beginning  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  equator,  and 
proccedii";g  as  far  as  the  fouth  of  the  city  of 
Cuenca,  without  difcovering  any  mark  which 
could  lead  them  to  think  that  thefe  mountains, 
which  were  the  higheft  in  the  uriiverfe,  had  been 
ever  covered  by  the  ocean.  The  banks  of  fhells 
that  were  found  out  fome  time  after  at  Chili,  did 
not  prove  the  contrary,  becaufe  they  vi'ere  upon 
eminences  of  no  more  than  fifty  toifes.  But  fmcc 
Guan^a-Velica  hath  furnifhed  recent  and  petri- 
fied fliells,  and  both  of  them  in  very  great  quan- 
tity, it  is  necefTary  to  retradt  and  give  up  all  the 
confequences  that  had  been  deduced  from  this 
phaenomenon. 

It  is  not  at  Guanca-Velica  that  the  mercury  is 
delivered  to  the  public.  The  government  fends 
it  to  the  provinces  where  the  mines  are  The 
places  where  it  is  depofited  are  twelve  in  number. 
In  1763  Guanca-Velica  itfelf  con  fumed  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  quintals  •,  Taiya,  two  hundred 
and  forty-feven  ;  Pafca,  feven  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-nine ;  Truxillo,  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  ; 
Cufco,  thirteen  ;  La  Plata,  three  hundred  and 
fixty-ninc;  La  Pas,  thirty  ^  Caylloma,  three  hun- 
dred and  feveniy-fouf;  Caranjas,  one  hundred  and 

Vol.  lil.  L  fifiy  ■ 


146  HISTORY  or  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  fifty  ;  Oruro,  twelve  hundred  and  fixty-four;  and 
^^^JJh^  Potofi,   one   thoufand  fcven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two.     This  made  on  the  whole  five  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  forty-one  quintals. 

Although  the  quality  of  the  ore  determines 
the  greater  or  lefs  confumption  of  the  mercury, 
yet,  it   is  generally  thought  in   the   other   hemi- 
sphere, where  the  art  of  metallurgy  is  very  im- 
pcrfed,  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  confumption  of 
mercury   is  equal  to    the  quantity   of  filver  ob- 
tained from  the  mines.     In   this  fuppofiiion,  the 
twelve  magazines  which,  from  1732  to  1763,  de- 
livered, one  year  with  another,  five  thoufand  three 
hundred   and  four  quintals,  eighteen  pounds  of 
mercury,  fhould  have  received  the  fame  quantity 
of  filver.      Neverthelefs  they  rcceiveil  no    more 
than  two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty.    There- 
fore, two  thoufand  feven   hundred  and  fifty-four 
quintals  eighteen    pounds,  were  fccreted  in  order 
to  defraud  the  cufloms. 
Subvfrfi-       Lima  hath  always  attrafled  the  greatcft  part  of 
on  and  re-  i\^q(q  riches,  whether  they  have  efcapcd  the  vigi- 
of  Li'ma.  lance  of  the  trcafury  or  not.     This  capital,  built 
Manners    in  1535  by  Ffancis  Pizarro,  and  which  hath  fmcc 
cap  u*       become  fo  celebrated,  is  fituated  at  two  leagues 
oi  Peru,     from  the  fea,  in  a  delicious  plain.     The  profpedt 
from  it  on  one  fide  extends  over  a  tranquil  ocean, 
on  the  other  it  ftretches  as  far  as  the  Cordeleirias. 
It's  foil  is  nothing  but  a  heap  of  flints,  which  the 
fea  hath  undoubtedly  in  a  feries  of  ages  piled  to- 
gether, but  they  are  covered  with  earth  a  foot  be- 
low the  furfacc",  which  the  fpring  waters,  that  are 
every  where  found  on  digging,  have  brought  from 
the  mountains. 

Sugar-canes,  numberlefs  olive  trees,  fomc 
vines,  artificial  meadows,  paflures  full  of  fait 
which  give  meat  an  exquifite  tafte,  fmall  grain 
appropriated   lo   the  feeding  of  fowls,  fruit-trees 
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of  every  kind,  and  certain  other  plantations,  co- B  O  O  k 
ver  the  fiirface  of  thefe  fortunate  plains.  Wheat  ^^^" 
and  barley  profpered  tljcre  for  a  long  time ;  but 
an  earthquake  happening  about  a  century  ago, 
caufed  fuch  a  revolution,  that  the  feeds,  rotted 
without  fproutip.g.  It  was  not  till  after  forty  years 
of  barrennefs,  that  the  foil  refumed  it's  former  fer- 
tility. Lima,  as  well  as  the  other  towiiS  of  the 
valleys,  owes  it's  fubfiflence  chiefly  to  the  labours 
of  the  Negroes.  It  is  fcarce  any  where,  except  the 
inland  parts,  that  the  fields  are  cultivated  by  the 
Indians. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  all  the 
edifices  in  Peru  were  conftrudt°d  without  any 
foundations.  The  walls  of  the  houfes  of  private 
perfons,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  public  buildings, 
were  alike  placed  on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  of 
whatever  materials  they  might  be  made.  Expe- 
rience had  taught  thefe  people,  that  in  the  coun- 
try they  inhabited  this  was  the  only  way  of 
dwelling  in  fecurity.  Their  conquerors,  who 
had  a  fovereign  contempt  for  every  thing  which 
deviated  from  their  habits,  and  who  carried  every 
where  along  with  them  their  European  cuftoms, 
without  confidering  whether  they  were  fuitable  to 
the  countries  they  were  invading  j  the  con- 
querors departed,  particularly  at  1  ima,  from  the 
manner  of  building  which  they  found  generally 
eftabliflied.  Accordingly,  when  the  natives  of 
the  country  faw  them  open  deep  trenches,  and 
make  ufe  of  cement,  ihcy  faid  that  their  tyrants 
were  digging  graves  to  bury  themfelves  in  j  and, 
perhaps,  it  was  fome  confolation  to  the  wrerched- 
nefs  of  the  conquered  to  forefee,  that  the  earth 
would  one  day  take  upon  iifelf  to  avenge  them 
of  their  deftroyers. 

The  predidtion   hath  been  fulfilled.     The  ca- 
pital  of  Peru,  after  having   been  partially   fub- 
L  %  vencd 
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BOOK  verted  by  eleven  earthquake?,  was  at  length  lo- 
^^J^  tally  dcftroyed  by  the  twelfth.  On  the  28th  of 
Odober  1746,  at  half  an  hour  after  ten  at  night, 
all,  or  almofl  all  the  buildings,  whether  large  or 
fmall,  were  thrown  down  in  the  fpace  of  three  mi- 
nutes. Thirteen  hundred  perfons  were  cruflied 
under  the  ruins.  A  much  more  confiderable  num- 
ber were  mutilated  ;  and  mofi:  of  them  expired  in 
horrid  torments. 

Callao,  which  ferves  as  a  harbour  to  Lima, 
was  likewifc  overthrown ;  but  this  was  the  leatl 
of  it's  misfortunes.  The  fea,  which  had  darted 
back  with  horror  at  the  inftant  of  this  dreadful 
cataftrophe,  foon  returned  to  invade  with  it's 
impetuous  waves  the  fpacc  it  had  quitted.  It 
fvvallowed  up  the  few  houfes  and  fortifications 
that  had  efcaped  the  former  danger.  Of  the 
four  thoufand  inhabitants  that  were  computed  to 
be  in  this  celebrated  port,  there  were  only  two 
hundred  faved.  It  then  contained  three  and 
twenty  fhips ;  nineteen  of  them  were  fwallowed 
up,  and  the  reft  thrown  very  far  in  upon  the  land 
by  the  irritated  ocean. 

The  ravage  extended  itfelf  all  over  the  coaft. 
The  few  vcilels  there  were  in  thefc  bad  harbours 
were  (battered.  The  towns  in  the  valleys  fuf- 
tained  in  general  fome  damages ;  feveral  of  them 
even  were  totally  fubverted.  Among  the  moun- 
tains, four  or  five  volcanos  threw  out  fuch  pro- 
digious columns  of  water,  that  the  whole  country 
was  deluged  by  them. 

The  minds  of  men,  which  had  been  for  a  long 
time  in  a  ftate  of  lethargy,  were  roufed  by  this 
fatal  calamity  ^  and  it  was  Lima  that  firft  fct  the 
example  of  the  change.  The  bufinefs  v/as  to 
clear  away  immenfe  ruins  heaped  one  upon  ano- 
ther ;  and  to  get  out  prodigious  treafures  that  were 
buried  in  thcfe  ruins.    It  v/as  iiecfiirary  to  bring 
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from  Guayaquil,  and  fcom  a  flill  greater  diflance,E  O  o  k 
every  requifite  for  tlie  conflrudlion  of  numbcrlefs  ,_5J'^ 
edifices ;  and  with  all  thefe  materials,  colleded 
from  thefe  different  regions,  to  raife  a  city  fiipe- 
rior  to  that  which  had  been  deftroyed.  Thefe 
miracles,  which  were  not  to  be  expeded  from  an 
indolent  and  effeminate  people,  were  performed 
with  great  rapidity.  Necelfity  infpired  them 
with  activity,  emulation,  and  induftry.  Lima, 
though,  perhaps,  lefs  wealthy,  is  at  prefent  more 
agreeable  than  in  1682,  when  it's  gates  pre- 
fented  to  the  view  of  the  duke  of  Palata,  the 
viceroy,  on  his  entering,  flreets  paved  with  filver. 
It  is  alfo  built  with  greater  folidity,  and  for  the 
following  reafbn  : 

The  vanity  of  having  palaces,  concealed  for  a 
long  time  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  of 
Peru,  the  dangers  to  which  this  abfurd  oftenta- 
tion  expofed  them.  In  vian  had  the  earth  fwal- 
lowed  up  at  different  periods  thefe  enormous 
malTes ;  the  leflbn  was  never  powerful  enough  to 
corred  them.  The  lafl  cataflrophe  hath  at  length 
opened  their  eyes.  They  have  yielded  to  neceflity, 
and  have  at  laft  followed  the  example  of  other  Spa- 
niards fettled  in  the  valleys. 

The  houfes  are  at  prefent  very  low,  and  have 
moft  of  them  no  more  than  a  ground  floor.  For 
walls  they  have  pofts  placed  at  different  diftances. 
The  intervals  are  filled  up  with  reeds,  nearly 
fimilar  to  ours,  but  which  have  no  cavity,  which 
are  very  fclid,  which  do  not  eafily  rot,  and  which 
are  covered  over  with  clay.  Thefe  lingular  edi- 
fices are  topped  with  a  wooden  roof  entirely  flat, 
and  alfo  covered  with  clay,  a  fufficient  precaution 
in  a  climate  where  it  never  rains.  The  feverai 
parts  of  thefe  buildings  are  faftened  together,  and 
to  the  foundations  with  a  flrong  kind  of  oficr, 
which  in  the  country  is  called  chaglar.     With  thiii 

kind 
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BOOK  kind  of  cor.flruflion,  the  whole  building  readily 
yields  to  the  motion  communicated  to  it  by  the 
earthquakes.  Thev  may  poflibly  be  damaged  by 
the  convulfive  motions  of  nature,  but  they  cannot 
be  eaalv  thrown  down. 

These  houf^s,  however,  are  not  deficient  in 
appeara'ice  The  attention  th.it  is  taken  ro  paint 
the  walls  and  cornices,  lb  as  to  refemblc  free- 
ftone,  conceals  the  quality  of  the  materials  of 
which  they  arc  formed.  They  are  even  found  to 
have  an  air  of  grandeur  and  folidity,  which  it 
would  not  be  natural  to  expert.  The  defe(fl  of 
conllruvflion  is  dill  more  concealed  in  the  infiJe 
of  the  houfes,  where  all  the  ornaments  are 
painted  in  a  flilc  of  greater  or  lefs  elegance. 
The  ordinary  meihod  of  confl:ruL\ion  hath  been 
but  a  liule  deviated  from  in  the  public  buildings. 
Several  of  them  are  raifed  to  the  height  of  ten 
feet  with  bricks  baked  in  the  fun  •,  fome  of  the 
church-wS  even  are  rr'.icd  to  the  fame  height  in 
(lone.  The  reft  of  thcfe  monuments  are  in  wood, 
painted  or  gilt ;  as  well  as  the  columns  and  ftatues 
which  dccoraie  them. 

The  ftreets  of  Lima  are  wide,  parallel,  and 
interfed  each  other  at  right  angles.  It's  walls  are 
continually  wafhed  and  refrefhed  by  waters  brought 
from  the  river  of  Rimac.  The  water  that  is  not 
employed  in  this  falutary  purpofe,  is  advantage- 
oufly  diftributcd  for  the  convenience  of  the  citi- 
zens, for  the  qfe  of  the  gardens,  and  for  fertilizing 
the  fields. 

The  fcourges  of  nature,  which  have  revived 
indufrrv  to  a  certain  degree  in  Lima,  have  had 
lefs  ir.fiuence  on  the  manners  of  it's  inhabit- 
ants. 

Superstition,  v/hich  reigns  throughout  tlie 
whole  extent  of  the  Span'ifh  dominions,  h£\t!i  at 
Peru  two  fccpters  at  it's  command  j  one  of  gold, 
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for  the  ufurping  and  triumphant  nation  ;  the  other  BOOK 
of  iron,  for  the  enllaved  and  pillaged  inhabitants.  ^^^' 
The  fcapulary  and  the  rofary  are  all  the  tokens 
of  religion  which  the  monks  require  of  the  Spa- 
niards of  Peru.  It  is  on  the  form  and  colour 
of  thefc  kinds  of  talifmans  that  the  populace 
and  the  grandees  found  the  profpcrity  of  their 
undertakings,  the  fuccefs  of  their  amorous  in- 
trigues, and  the  hopes  of  their  falvation.  The 
monkifh  habir,  afTumed  in  the  laft  moments, 
conftitutes  the  fecurity  of  opulent  people  who  have 
lived  ill ;  they  are  convinced,  that  when  wrapped 
in  this  clothing,  which  is  fo  formidable  to  the 
devil,  that  avenging  power  of  crimes,  will  not 
dare  to  defcend  into  their  graves,  and  feize 
upon  their  fouls.  If  their  afhes  repofe  near 
the  altar,  they  hope  to  partake  of  the  facrifices 
of  the  pontiffs,  much  more  than  the  poor  and  the 
Haves. 

Influenced  by  fuch  fatal  errors,  what  en- 
ormities will  they  not  commit  to  acquire  riches, 
which  fecure  their  happinefs  in  this  world,  and  in 
the  next  ?  The  vanity  of  immortalizing  their 
name,  and  the  promife  of  eternal  life,  fecure  to 
the  monks  a  fortune,  which  can  no  longer  be 
enjoyed ;  and  families  arc  difappointed  of  an  in- 
heritance, whether  acquired  by  honefty  or  fraud, 
by  legacies  which  ferve  to  enrich  men  v/ho  have 
difcovered  the  fecret  of  efcaping  poverty  by  de- 
voting themfelves  to  it.  Thus  it  is  that  the 
order  of  fentiments,  ideas,  and  things,  is  lub- 
verted ;  and  the  children  of  opulent  fatheis  aic 
condemned  to  mifery  by  the  pious  rapacioufnefs 
of  a  number  of  voluntary  mendicants.  The 
Englifh,  the  Dutch,  and  the  French,  lof_*  their 
national  prejudices  by  travelling;  the  Spaniard 
carries  his  along  with  him  throughout  the  whole 
univerfe  j  and  fuch  is  the  madnefs  of  bcqueath- 
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BOOK  ing  legacies  to  the  church,  that  the  grourid  of  all 
^'  the  houles  of  Peru  belongs  to  the  priefthood,  or 
pays  them  feme  fhare  of  rent.  The  infiitutioft 
of  mor.kirh  orders  hath  done  at  Peru,  what  the 
law  of  the  Facuf  will  do,  fooner  or  later,  at  Con- 
fiantinoplc.  Here  the  people  bequeath  their 
fortunes  to  a  minaret,  in  order  to  fccure  it  to 
their  heirs  i  there  they  deprive  an  heir  of  it,  by 
leaving  it  to  a  monaftery  from  the  dread  of  being 
damned.  The  motives  are  a  little  different,  but 
in  the  end  the  effcd:  is  the  fame.  In  both  coun- 
tries the  church  is  the  gulph,  in  which  all  the 
riches  are  abforbed ;  and  thefe  Caftilians,  who 
were  heretofore  fo  formidable,  fhrink  before  fu- 
perftition,  as  Afiaiic  flaves  do  in  the  pretence  o£ 
their  dcl'pot. 

These  extravagances  might  induce  one  to 
fuppole  thefe  people  totally  flupid  ;  but  this 
would  be  an  injuftice.  Si:".ce  the  beginning  of 
the  century,  good  books  are  common  enough  at 
Lima  i  the  people  are  not  entirely  deftitute  of 
knowledge ;  and  we  may  be  allowed  to  fay,  that 
the  French  navigators,  during  the  war  for  the 
fuccelfion,  implanted  fome  good  principles 
among  them.  Neverthelefs  the  ancient  habits 
have  loft  but  little  of  their  force.  The  Spanilli 
Creole  lives  conftanily  among  courtezans,  or 
amufes  himfelf  at  home  in  drinking  the  herb  of 
Paraguay,  He  would  be  afraid  to  diminifh  the 
joys  of  love  by  confining  it  vvithin  legitimate 
bonds.  His  inclination  leads  him  to  marry  i;i 
the  country  behind  the  church,  that  is  an  ex- 
preffion,  wliich  fignifies  livii^g  in  a  flate  of  con- 
cubinage. In  vaui  do  the  bifliops  anathematize 
every  year,  at  Eifter,  thofe  perfons  who  are 
united  in  ihcfe  illicit  bonds.  But  what  pov/er 
have  thefe  vain  terrors  againft  the  impull'e  of 
amorous  defirex,  againft  cuftom,  and  cipecially 
I  agaiiilt 
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againft  the  climate,  which  is  continually   ftrug-BOOK 
gling  with,   and    at  lafl    proves  vidiorious  over,     '^^^• 
all   the  civil  and  religious  laws  that  oppofe  it's 
influei^ice  ? 

The  charms  of  the  Peruvian  women  are  fupe- 
rior  to  the  terror  which  the  fpiritual  arms  of 
Rome  infpire.  The  majority  of  them,  efpecially 
the  women  of  Lima,  have  eyes  fparkling  with 
vivacity,  a  fair  fkin,  a  complexion  that  is  deli- 
cate, arjimated,  full  of  fprightlinefs  and  life,  and 
a  flender  and  well  formed  Ihape ;  a  foot  better 
turned  and  fmaller  than  that  of  the  Spanifh  wo- 
men themfelves  -,  thick  and  black  hair,  flowing 
as  if  by  chance,  and  without  ornament,  over 
their  neck  and  fhoulders,  v/hich  are  extremely 
white. 

These  various  natural  graces  are  heightened 
by  every  improvement  that  art  can  add  to  them. 
The  clothing  of  the  v/omen  is  mofl  fumptuouF, 
and  they  ufe  an  unbounded  profufion  of  pearls 
and  diamonds,  in  every  kind  of  drefs  in  which  it 
is  pofTible  to  introduce  them.  It  is  even  looked 
upon  as  a  fort  of  grandeur  and  dignity,  to  fufFer 
thefe  valuable  articles  to  be  miflaid  or  loft.  A 
woman  even  who  hath  no  titles,  and  is  not  en- 
nobled, feldom  appears  in  public  without  gold 
tilTues,  and  without  jewels.  She  never  goes  out 
without  being  attended  by  three  or  four  flavcs, 
moft  of  them  mulatto  women,  in  liveries  as 
the  men  are,  and  adorned  v/ith  lace  as  their  mif- 
treifes. 

Perfumes  are  in  general  ufe  at  Lima.  The 
women  are  never  v/itliout  amber;  they  fcent  their 
linen  and  their  clothes  with  it,  and  even  their 
nofegays,  as  if  there  were  fumeihing  wanting  to 
the  natural  perfume  of  flowers.  The  amber  is 
undoubtedly  an  additional  allurement  to  the  men, 
^nd  the  flowers  impart  a  new  attraction  to  the  wo- 
men* 
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BOO  Kmen.      With  thefe  they  adorn  their  flecves,  and 
fomeiimes  their  hair,  hke  fhepherdeflTes. 

The  tafle  for  mufic,  which  prevails  through- 
out all  Peru,  is  converted  into  a  palTion  in  the 
cp.pital.  The  walls  refound  with  nothing  but 
finging,  and  concerts  of  vocal  and  inftrumcntal 
mufic.  Balls  are  frequent.  The  people  dance 
here  with  furprifing  lightnefs  ;  but  they  neglc<it 
the  graces  of  the  arms,  to  attend  to  the  agility 
of  the  feet,  and  efpecially  to  the  inflexions  of 
the  body  v  as  images  of  the  true  emotions  of  vo- 
luptuoufnefs. 

Such  are  the  pleafures  which  the  women,  who 
are  alldrefled  rather  with  elegance  than  modefty, 
tafte  and  diffufe  at  Lima.  But  it  is  particularly 
in  thofe  delicious  faloons  where  they  receive 
company,  that  they  appear  feducii^g.  There, 
carelefsly  reclined  on  a  couch,  wliich  is  a  foot  and 
a  half  high,  and  five  or  fix  feet  wide,  and  upon 
carpets  and  fuperb  cufliions,  they  pa fs  their  days 
in  tranquillity  and  in  delicious  repofc.  The  men, 
v'ho  arc  admitted  to  their  converfation,  feat 
themfelvcs  at  Come  diftance,  unlefs  their  adorers, 
from  greater  intimacy,  be  permitted  to  come  up 
to  the  couch,  which  is,  as  it  were,  the  fanduary 
of  worfhip  and  of  the  idol.  Yet  thefc*  goddeflcs 
choofc  rather  to  be  affable  than  haughty  ;  and, 
banifliirg  ceremony,  they  play  on  the  harp  and 
guittar,  and  fing  and  dance  when  they  are 
defired. 

The  moft  dlflinguiriied  citizens  fir.d  in  thofc 
rnajora/cos^  or  perpetual  entails,  tranfmitted  to 
them  by  the  fiift  conquerors  their  anceflors,  a 
fufficiency  to  anfwer  tliefc  profufions  :  but  the 
landed  cftrjcs  have  not  been  adequate  to  the 
expenccs  of  a  great  numbrr,  even  of  very  an- 
cient famili?.*;.  Mod  of  tlieni  have  had  rccourfc 
to  trade.     An  employment    lu    worthy  of  man, 

and 
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and  which  extends  at  once  his  adivltv,  his  know-B  O  o  K. 
ledge,  and  his  power,  hath  never  appeared  to  ^_,_/i;,^ 
them  to  derogate  from  their  nobility;  and  the 
laws  have  given  a  fandion  to  a  mode  of  think- 
ing fo  rational  and  fo  ufeful.  Their  capitals, 
added  to  the  r<"mittances  that  are  continually  fent 
from  the  inland  countries  have  rendered  Lima  the 
center  of  all  tlie  tranfadions  which  the  provinces 
of  Peru  carry  on,  either  among  themfelves,  or  with 
Mexico  and  Chili ;  and  of  the  more  important 
ones  with  the  mother-country. 

The   ftraits  of   Magellan    appeared    the   only  Panama 
open   way   to   form    this    laft  connexion.      The!"^^^°'* 
length   of  the    pafTage,   the    terror    infpired    by  the^han'- 
ftormy  and  almofl   unknown    feas,    the  fear   of  n^iofcdni- 
cxciting  the  ambition  of  other  nations,  the  im- ^^'^ "^1.",^ 
polfibility  of  finding  an  afylum  in  cafe  of  unfor- Peru  ana 
tunate   accidents,  and  other  coiifiderations,    per-jp^'"-   . 

,  ,       ,  ,         .  t        T-»       Manner  m 

naps,   turned   the    general    views    towards    Pa-  which  tins 

nam  a.  trade  was 

This  town,  which  had  been  the  gate  through ^"^^  **"' 
which  an  entrance  had  been  gained  into  Peru, 
had  rifen  to  great  profperity,  when,  in  1670, 
it  was  pillaged  and  burj.t  by  pirates.  It  was  re- 
built on  a  more  advantageous  fpot,  at  the  diftance 
of  four  or  five  miles  from  the  firft,  and  of  three 
leagues  from  the  harbour  of  Perico,  which  is 
formed  by  a  great  number  of  iflands,  and  fuffici- 
ently  fpacious  to  contain  the  moll  numerous  fleets. 
It  rules  over  the  provinces  of  Panama,  the  Ve- 
raguas,  and  Darien,  regions  without  inhabit- 
ants, v.'ithout  culture,  and  without  riches,  and 
which  were  decorated  with  the  great  name  of  the 
kingdom  of  Terra  Firma,  at  a  period  when  great 
exDeclatioiis    v.ere    entertained    of    their    mines, 

A. 

Panama  hath  never  furnilhed  any  thing  to  trade 
from  it's  own  prod  iv-re,  except  pearls. 

The 
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BOOK  The  pearl  filhery  is  carried  on  in  forty-three 
^^^'  iflands  of  the  guJph.  The  greatcft  part  of  the 
inhabitants  employ  fuch  of  their  Negroes  in  it  as 
;ire  good  fwimmers.  Thefc  llaves  plunge  and 
replunge  in  the  fea  in  fearch  of  pearls,  till  this 
cxercife  hath  exhaufted  their  (Ircngih  or  their 
fpirits. 

Every  Negro  is  obliged  to  deliver  a  certain 
number  of  oyfters.  Thofe  in  which  there  are  no 
pearls  or  in  which  the  pearl  is  not  entirely 
formed  are  not  reckoned.  What  he  is  able  to 
find  beyond  the  flipulated  obligation,  is  confi- 
dcred  as  his  indifputable  property  :  he  may  fell  it 
to  whom  he  thinks  proper,  but  commonly  he  cedes 
it  to  his  mafler  at  a  moderate  price. 

Sea  monflers,  which  abound  more  about  the 
iflands  where  pearls  are  found  than  on  the  neigh- 
bouring coafts,  render  this  fifliing  dangerous. 
Some  of  thefe  devour  the  divers  in  an  inftant. 
The  manta  fifh,  which  derives  it's  name  from  it's 
figure,  rolls  them  under  it's  body,  and  futfocates 
them.  In  order  to  defend  themfelves  againft  fucli 
enemies,  every  diver  is  armed  with  a  poniard  :  the 
moment  he  perceives  any  of  thefe  voracious  filli, 
he  attacks  ihem  with  precaution,  wounds  them, 
and  drives  them  away.  Notwithftanding  this, 
there  are  always  fome  fifhermen  deftroyeJ,  and  a 
great  number  crippled. 

The  pearls  of  Panama  are  commonly  of  a  very 
fine  water.  Some  of  them  are  even  remarkable 
for  their  fize  and  figure :  thefe  were  formerly  fold 
in  Europe.  Since  art  hath  imitated  them,  and  the 
paflion  for  diamonds  hath  entirely  fuperfeded  or 
diminifiied  the  ufc  of  them,  they  are  all  carried  to 
Peru. 

This  branch  of  trade  hath,  however,  infinitely 
Ids  contributed  to  give    reputation  to    Panama, 

than 
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than  the  advantage  which  it  enjoyed  of  beingBOOK 
the  ftaple  of  all  the  produdions  of  the  country  of,  ^^^- 
the  Incas,  that  are  deflined  for  the  Old  World. 
Thefe  riches,  which  were  brought  hither  by  a 
fmall  fleet,  were  carried,  fome  on  mules,  others 
by  the  river  Chagre,  to  Porto  Bello,  that  is 
fituated  on  the  northern  coaft  of  the  ifthnnus  which 
feparares  the  two  feas. 

Though  the  fituation  of  this  town  had  been 
furveyed  and  approved  by  Columbus  in  1502,  it 
was  rot  built  'till  15S4,  from  the  ruins  of  Nom- 
bre  de  Dios.  It  is  difpofed  in  the  form  of  a  cref- 
cent,  on  the  declivity  of  a  mountain  which  fur- 
rounds  the  harbour.  This  celebrated  harbour, 
which  was  formerly  very  well  defended  by  forts, 
which  Admiral  Vernon  deftroyed  in  1740,  feems 
to  afford  an  entrance  fix  hundred  toifes  broad  j 
but  it  is  fo  ftra'tened  by  rocks  that  are  near  the 
furface  of  the  water,  that  it  is  reduced  to  a  very 
narrow  canal.  VelTels  can  only  be  towed  into 
it,  becaufe  they  always  experience  either  contrary 
winds  or  a  great  calm.  Here  they  erjoy  perfe<ft 
fecurity. 

The  intemperature  of  the  climate  of  Porto 
Bello  is  fo  notorious,  that  it  hath  been  named  the 
grave  of  the  Spaniards.  It  hath  been  more  than 
once  neceffary  to  leave  fliips  here,  becaufe  all 
their  crews  had  perifhed.  The  inhabitants  them- 
felves  do  not  live  long,  and  have  all  a  vitiated 
conflitution.  It  is  rather  a  difgrace  to  refide 
here.  Some  Negroes  and  Mulattoes  only  are  to 
be  met  with,  with  a  fmall  number  of  white 
people,  fixed  by  the  pofts  they  hold  under  go- 
vernment. The  garrifon  itfelf,  though  only 
'Confifling  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  men,  doth  not 
'continue  here  more  than  three  months  at  one 
'time.     'Till  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century 

no 
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BOOK  ro  woman  dared   to  lie  in  here :  flie  would  have 

, ^^-     deemed  it  devoting  both   her  child  and  hcrfelf  to 

certain  death.  The  plants  that  arc  tranfplanted 
into  this  fatal  region,  where  the  heat,  the  moifture, 
and  the  vapours,  are  exceflive  and  continual, 
have  never  profpcred.  It  is  an  eftabliflied  opi- 
nion, that  the  domeftic  animals  of  Europe,  which 
have  prodigioufly  multiplied  in  all  the  parts  of 
the  NcA'  World,  lofe  their  fruitfulnefs  on  coming 
to  Porto  Belio  ;  and  if  we  may  judge  by  the  few 
that  are  now  there,  notwithftanding  the  abund- 
ance of  paftures,  we  might  be  induced  to  believe 
that  this  opinion  is  not  ill  founded. 

The  badnefsof  the  climate  prevented  not  Porto 
Eello  from  becoming  at  firft  the  center  of  the  moft 
extenfive  commerce  that  ever  exifted.  While  the 
riches  of  the  New  World  arrived  there,  to  be 
exchanged  for  the  prodinflions  of  the  Old,  the 
velfels  that  failed  from  Spain,  known  by  the 
r.ame  of  galleons,  came  hither  laden  with  all 
the  articles  of  neceflity,  convenience,  and  lux- 
ury, which  could  tempt  the  propiietors  of  the 
mines. 

The  deputies  for  tranfafting  this  commerce,  on 
both  fides,  regulated  on  board  the  admiral's  fhip 
the  price  of  goods,  under  the  infpedtion  of  the 
commander  ot  the  fquadron  and  of  the  governor 
of  Panama.  The  eftimate  was  not  adjufted  by 
tlie  intrinfic  value  of  each  article,  but  by  it's 
Scarcity  or  plenty.  The  ability  of  the  agents 
confifled  in  forming  their  combinations  {o  judi- 
cioiifly,  that  the  cargo  imported  from  Europe 
Ihould  abforb  all  the  treafurcs  that  were  come 
from  Peru.  It  was  regarded  as  a  bad  market, 
when  there  were  found  goods  neglciflcd  for  want 
of  money,  or  money  iiot  laid  out  for  want  of 
goods.     In  this  cafe  only,  the  Spanilh  merchants 

were 
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were  allowed  to  go  and  complete  the  fale  of  their  book 
merchandire  in  the  South  Seas,  and  the  Peruvian 
merchants  were  permitted  to  make  remittances  to 
the  mother-country  for  their  parchafcs. 

As  foon  as  the  prices  were  fettled,  the  traffic 
commenced.  This  was  neither  tedious  nor  diffi- 
cult ;  it  was  carried  on  with  the  utmofl  frank- 
nefs.  Every  thing  was  tranfadted  with  fo  much 
honefty,  that  they  never  opened  their  chefts  of 
piaflrcs,  nor  proved  the  contents  of  their  bales. 
This  reciprocal  confidence  was  never  deceived. 
There  were  found,  more  than  once,  facks  of  gold 
mixed  among  facks  of  filver,  and  articles  which 
were  not  entered  on  the  invoice.  Thefc  mif- 
takes  were  rc<^\ified  before  the  departure  of  the 
lliips,  or  on  their  return.  There  only  happened, 
in  1654,  ^^  event  which  might  have  interrupted 
this  confidence.  It  was  found  in  Europe,  that  all 
the  piaftres  that  v/ere  received  at  the  laft  fair, 
had  a  fifth  of  alloy.  The  lofs  was  borne  by  the 
Spanifh  merchants ;  bur,  as  the  coiners  of  Lima 
were  known  to  be  the  authors  of  this  fraud,  the 
reputation  of  the  Peruvian  merchants  incurred  no 
difgrace. 

The  fair,  the  duration  of  which,  on  account 
of  the  noxious  qualities  of  the  air,  was  limited  to 
forty  days,  was  regularly  liolden.  It  is  clear 
from  the  ads  of  1595,  that  the  galleons  mufl 
have  been  difpatched  from  Spain  every  year,  or 
at  the  lateft  every  eighteen  months^  and  the 
twelve  fleets  that  failed  irom  tliC  fourth  of  Auguft 
1628,  to  the  third  of  June  1645,  prove  that  this 
rule  was  (liiclly  obfervcd.  They  returned  after 
a  voyage  of  eleven,  ten,  and  fomeiimes  even 
eight  months,  laden  wiih  immcijfe  riches,  in  gold, 
filvcr,  and  merchandifc. 

This  profperity  continued  without  interruption 
to  the  middle  of  the  fcventcenth  century.     After 

the 
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BOOK  the  lofs  of  Jamaica,  a  confiderable  contraband 
^^ll  .  ^''^^-  took  place,  which  'till  that  lime  had  been 
trifling.  The  facking  of  Panama  in  1670,  by 
John  Morgan  the  Englifh  pirate,  was  attended 
with  Itill  more  diftrefsful  confequences.  Peru, 
which  Tent  it's  Hock  before-hand  into  this  city, 
now  r.o  longer  tranfmitted  it  'till  after  the  arrival 
of  the  galleons  at  Carthagcna.  This  alteration 
occafioned  delays  and  uncertainties.  The  fairs 
were  not  much  frequented,  and  fmuggling  in- 
creafed. 

The  elevation  of  a  French  prince  to  the 
throne  of  Charles  V.  excited  a  general  war ; 
and  at  the  very  commencement  of  hoflilities, 
the  galleons  were  burnt  in  the  port  of  Vigo  ; 
where,  the  impofTibility  of  gaining  Cadiz,  had 
obliged  them  to  take  refuge.  The  communi- 
cation of  Spain  with  Porto  Bello  was  then  to- 
tally interrupted ;  and  the  South  Sea  had,  more 
than  ever,  diredt  and  regular  connedlions  with 
foreign  powers. 

The  peace  of  Utrecht  did  not  put  an  end  to 
the  mifchief.  The  unfortunate  fituation  of  cir- 
cumftar.ces,  made  it  impoirible  for  the  court  of 
Madrid  to  difpenfe  with  granting  exclufively  to 
an  Englifh  company  tne  privilege  of  providing 
Peru  with  flaves.  They  were  even  obliged  to 
grant  to  this  encroaching  company  the  right  of 
fending  to  each  fair  a  velTcl  laden  with  the  dif- 
ferent merchandife  that  the  country  confumed. 
This  vcfTel,  which  ought  not  to  have  been  of 
more  than  five  hundred  tons  burthen,  always 
carried  more  than  a  thoufand.  It  was  neither 
furnifhcd  with  water  nor  provifions.  Four  or 
five  velftls,  which  followed  it,  fupplied  it's 
wants;  and  frequently  fubftituted  new  goods  in 
the  place  of  fuch  as  had  been  fold.  The  galleons, 
ruined  by  this  competition,  were  dill  more  com- 
pletely 
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pletely  fo  by  the  fraudulent  tranfadions  carried  BOOK 
on  in  all  the  ports  to  which  the  Negioes  were  ^^L.^ 
conveyed.  At  laft,  afier  the  expedition  of  ly^y, 
it  was  impoiTible  to  fipport  this  commerce  a:  y 
longer  ;  and  a  llnp  was  put  to  th.ofe  fanious  fairs 
envied  by  ail  nations,  though  they  ought  to  have 
been  regarded  as  the  cornrnon  treafure  of  all 
people. 

From  this  peiiod  Pariama  and  Porto  Bcllo, 
have  allonilTiingiy  declined.  Thefe  two  towns 
r»ow  only  ferve  to  carry  on  a  few  branches  of  a 
languid  trade.  Affairs  of  greater  importance  have 
been  turned  into  another  channel. 

It  is  well  known  that   Magellan  difcovered,  in  The  Spa- 
1520,  at  the  fouthern  extremity  of  America,  the  j^^^l  fjjj,_ 
famous   Streight  which  bears  his  name.     He  faw  flituted 
there,  and  they   have  been  frequently  feen  fincc/{^^ '"'^T': 

I  1  r  I'lt  T-  throu&  lithe 

men   who  were  about  a  root   higher  than  Kuro- lireigiu^uf 
peans.     Other  navigators  have  only  feen  in   the  Magcii-:in 
lame    latitudes     men    of    an    ordinary     Mature,  ^"p^^o^^ 
During    the  courfe  of    two  centuries,  navigators  to  chat  of 
have  mutually  accuf  d   each  other  of  ignorance,  ^^-^i^^^' 
prejudice,     and    impolure.       At     length    fome 
voyagers    have    been    fortur.ate  enough    to   meet 
with  hords  of  a  common    fize,   and  others   of  a 
more  elevated  ilature  ^  and  they  Iiave  concluded 
from    this  decifive   event,    that    (he  perlb::s    who 
had  gone  before    them  had  been    right    in    what 
they  aflirmed,  and  wrong  in  what  they   denied. 
Then  only  it  occurred,    that  there  were   no  fixed 
i  ihabitants     in    thefe  uncultivated    regions ;   that 
the  people  came  there  from  countries  more  or  lei's 
cliftant  ;  and  that  it  v/as  probable  tliat  the  favagcs 
of  one  diftridt  were  taller  than   that  of   another. 
This   conjecture  hath   been  fupportcd  by  natural 
philofophy.      It   can  never   indcv-d    be  reafonably 
imagined,    that   nature   deviates   more    fiom  her 
piinciplcs,  in    producing  ihofe  pcifci.s  v/horii    we 
Vol.  lil.  M  chuofe 
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BOOK  choofc  to  call  giants,  than  in  giving  birth  to  thofc 
J    .  \ve  call  dwarfs. 

There  are  giants  and  dwarfs  in  all  countries. 
There  arc  giants,  dwarfs,  and  men  of  a  common 
fize  born  of  the  fame  father  and  the  fame  mother. 
There  are  giants  and  dwarfs  in  every  fpecies  of 
animals,  trees,  fruits,  and  plants;  and  whatever 
fyflem  of  generation  we  may  adopr,  wc  have  no 
grt^ater  rcafon  to  be  aftonifhed  at  the  difference 
of  rtaiure  between  men  of  the  fame  family,  or  of 
different  families,  than  to  fee  fruits  of  a  different 
fize  upon  a  neighbouring  tree,  or  upon  the  fame. 
The  man  wlio  fhall  explain  one  of  ihefe  phaeno- 
mena  will  explain  them  all. 

The  Streight  of  Magellan  is  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  leagues  long,  ar,d  in  feme  places  lefs 
than  a  league  in  breadth.  It  feparates  the  land  of 
the  Patagonians  from  the  Terra  del  Fucgo,  which, 
it  is  prcfumcd,  were  formerly  one  and  the  fame 
continent.  The  conformity  of  their  barren 
coafts,  of  their  rough  climate,  of  their  monflrous 
rocks,  of  their  inacceifible  mountains,  of  their 
eternal  fnows,  of  their  favage  inhabitants:  every 
circumftmce^  in  a  word,  tends  to  fiiggeft  the 
id'a,  tiijt  this  large  channel  of  navigation  is  the 
effect  of  one  of  thofe  natural  revolutions  which 
fo  often  change  the  face  of  the  globe. 

Though  it  was  for  a  long  time  the  only  paf- 
fage  known  into  the  South  Sea,  the  dangers  incur- 
red there  caufed  it  almofl  to  be  forgotten.  The 
boldnefs  of  Drake,  the  celebrated  navigator, 
who  failed  by  this  track  to  ravage  the  coafls  of 
Peru,  determined  the  Spaniards,  in  1582,  to 
form  a  confiderable  fettlement  there,  defiined  to 
preferve  this  rich  part  of  the  New  World  from 
invafion.  This  new  colony  perifhed  almofl  en- 
tirely for  want  of  provifious. 

Pedro 
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Pedro  Sarmiento,  who  was  charged  withBOOK 
this  important  enterprife,  fet  out  from  Europe  ^^^* 
in  1581,  with  twenty-three  (hips,  and  three 
thouland  five  hundred  men.  The  expedition  was 
thwarted  by  lb  many  repeated  calamities,  that  the 
admiral  arrived  the  following  year  at  the  Streighc 
with  oiily  four  hundred  men,  thirty  womcD,  and 
provifionf  for  feven  or  eight  months.  The  de- 
plorable remains  of  fo  fine  a  colony  were  f  tried 
at  Phillipeville,  in  a  fafe,  commodious,  ai^d  fpa- 
cious  bay.  But  the  misfortunes  that  had  fo 
cruelly  attacked  the  Spaniards  in  their  paflage, 
obftinately  purfued  them  at  the  end  of  their 
voyage.  No  fuccorir  was  fent  to  them  ;  the 
country  furnifhed  them  no  fubfiftence,  and  they 
perifhed  with  mifery.  Of  tlie  four-and-twenty 
wretches  who  had  efcaped  this  terrible  calamity, 
three  and-twenty,  w'ofe  fate  hath  always  re- 
mained unknown,  embarked  for  the  river  Plata. 
Fernando  Gomez,  the  only  one  that  remained, 
v/as  taken  up  in  1587,  by  the  Englifh  pirate 
CavendiiTi,  who  gave  to  the  place  where  he  had 
found  him,  the  name  of  Port  Famine. 

The  lofs  of  this  colony  was  nor,  however, 
attended  with  fuch  confequences  as  had  beea 
apprehended.  The  Streights  of  Magellan  fooii 
ccafed  to  be  the  road  of  thcfe  pirates,  who  were; 
urged  by  their  mercenary  views  to  vifit  ihefe  re- 
mote regions.  In  1616,  fome  Dutch  navigators 
havi-g  doubled  C.ipe  Horn,  this  became  after- 
wards the  road  which  the  enemies  of  Spain  fol- 
lowed, who  defigned  to  pafs  into  the  South  Sea.  It 
was  ft.li  more  frequented  by  French  veffels,  duriig 
the  war  which  caufed  fuch  confufion  in  Europe  at 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century.  The  irn- 
poii'ibiiity  which  Philip  V.  felt  of  furiiilliiig 
hi*  colouies  himfcif  with  provifio:)*,  emb'-ld-iiied 
M  2  ^-hc 
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BOOKthe  fiibjeds  of  his  grandfather  to  go  to  Peru. 
,^_2.^''  The  want  of  every  thing,  which  the  inhabitants 
then  experienced,  made  the  F'rench  to  be  re- 
ceived with  joy;  and  at  firfi:  they  got  a  profit  of 
eight  hundred  per  cent.  The  merchants  of  Saint 
Malo,  who  had  feized  upon  this  commerce,  did 
not  acquire  riches  for  themfelves  alone.  In 
1709,  they  delivered  them  up  to  their  country, 
which  was  exhaufled  by  the  inclemency  of  the 
feafons,  by  repeated  defeats,  and  by  an  ignorant 
and  arbitrary  adminiftraiion.  A  navigation, 
which  allowed  of  fuch  noble  facrifices,  foon 
excited  an  emulation  that  was  too  univerfal.  The 
competition  became  fo  confiderable,  and  the  goods 
fell  into  fuch  difrepute,  that  it  was  impolliblc 
10  fell  them;  and  feveral  privateers  burnt  them, 
that  they  might  not  be  obliged  to  carry  them 
back  into  their  country.  The  equilibrium  was 
not  long  in  re  cftablifhing  itfelf;  and  thefe 
foreign  traders  made  advantages  that  were  con- 
fiderable, when  the  court  of  Madrid,  in  I'riS, 
took  effecftual  meafures.  to  remove  them  from 
thefe  latitudes,  which  they  had  but  too  long  fre- 
quented. 

It  was  not,   however,  'till   1740  that  the  Spa- 
niards  began    themfelves  to  double    Cape  Horn. 
They  employed  fliips  and  pilots  fiom  Saint  Malo 
in  their  firft  voyages  ;  but  a  little  experience  foon 
enabled  them   to  go  without  thefe  foreign  affift- 
ances ;  aiid  thefe  ft  >rmy  fcas  foon  grew   more  fa- 
miliar to  their  navigators,  than  they  had  ever  been 
to  their  mafteis  in   this  career. 
Is  Peru  as      'TiLL    then    the  high  opinion    that  had  been 
r.eiiasit    always   entertained,   ai:d    for    a   long  time    with 
n.»^iy?     reafon,  of  the  riches  of  Peru,  had  been   kept  up. 
The  court  of  Spain  accufed  the  fmuggling  trade 
of  havir^g;  turned  afide  the  grcateft  part  of  them  ; 

and 
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and  they  flattered  themfelves  that  the  new  fyf^emB  o  o  k. 
they  adopted,  would  bring  them  back  into  their  .  ^^Jl, 
ports,  in  as  great  abui;dance,  as  at  the  mod 
diftant  periods.  A  demonflration,  to  which  it 
was  impollible  not  to  accede,  convinced  the  moft 
incredulous  perfons,  that  the  mines  of  this  part  of 
the  New  V.  orld  were  no  longer  what  they  had 
been  ;  and  that  the  void  they  had  left,  had  not 
been  filled  up  by  any  other  objecls. 

From  1-748  to  1753,  Lima  received  from 
Spain,  for  all  Peru,  ten  fhips,  which  brought 
back  every  year  30,764,617  livres  (a).  This 
fum  was  compofed  of  4,594,192  livres  (^)  in 
gold  ;  of  20,673,657  livres  (r)  in  filver  ; 
and  cf  5,496,768  livres  {d)  in  various  produc- 
tions. 

These  produdions  were  thirty-one  thoufand 
quintals  of  cocoa,  which  were  fold  in  Europe 
for  3,240,000  livres  (f)  Six  hundred  quintals 
of  bark,  which  were  fold  for  207,360  livres  (f). 
F'our  hundred  and  feventy  quintals  of  Vicuna 
wool,  which  were  fold  for  324,000  livres  (j). 
Ten  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  quintals 
of  copper,  which  were  fold  for  810,108  livres  (b). 
Ten  thoufand  fix  hundred  quintals  of  tin,  which 
were  fold  for  915,300  livres  (i). 

Of  the  gold  and  filver  1,620,000  livres  (k)  be- 
longed to  the  government ;  19,422,671  livres  (/j 
to  trade;  and  4,225,178  livres  (w)  to  the  clergy, 
and  the  civil  and  milicaiy  officers. 


(a)  1,281,^591.  OS.  8d,  (.*)  191,404!.  ty.Cd. 

(c)  861,402!.  7s.  6ci.  0^)   229,032!.    103. 

(0  135,0001.  CfJ  S640I. 

fi)  'i.fool.  (/i)  53>79'^'- 


(;)  38,137'-  "35.  {k)  67,5001. 

(/)  809,277!  193.  2d,  (.w)  i76,Oi^9l.  IS,  8dl, 
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BOOK      Of    the  merchandife,  there  were  1,38 1,569  h- 
^ ^^^-     vres  *  for  the  crown  ;  and  4,115,199  livres  f  for 

the  merchants. 

Time  hath  produced  fome  little  change  in  af» 

fairs,  but  the  improvemerit  is  not  confiderable. 

•  57,5651.  7s.  6d.  "f-  171,4661.  I2S.  6d, 
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BOOK      VIII. 


Conquejl  of  Chili  and  Paraguay  by  the  Spaniards. 
Account  of  the  Events  that  have  accompanied  and 
folloijced  the  Invafion  of  thefe  Countries.  Prin- 
ciples on  which  Spain  regulates  her  Colonies. 

REASON"  and  equity  both  allow  the  founda-  book 
tion  of  colonies:  but  they  point  out  the  prin-      ^^^^• 
ciples  from  which  we  ought  not  to  deviate  in  efla- jj^ye  the 

blifhing  them.  Europeans 

Any   number   of  men,  however  confiderable,  ^^^/"§^^^ 

r       ■  \         \  fo  round 

coming  into  a  toreign  and  unknown  country,  are  colonies  in 
to  be  confidered  only  as  one  lingle  man.     Strength  the  New 
increafes  with  numbers,  but  the  right  is  dill  the     °'    ' 
fame.      If  one   or  two   hundred    men    can   fay, 
this  country  belongs  to  us  j  one  man  may  fay  the 
fame. 

The  country  is  either  defcrt,  or  partly  defert ; 
and  partly  peopled,  or  it  is  entirely  peopled. 

If  it  be  entirely  peopled,  I  have  no  right  to 
claim  any  thing  but  hofpitality,  and  th-s  alTill- 
ance  which  one  man  owes  to  another.  If  I 
fliould  be  expofed  to  pcriih  wiihcoldor  hunger 
upon  any  fhore,  I  fhall  make  u;c  of  my  weapon, 
1  lliall  take  what  I  want  by  force,  and  I  fhall  kill 
any  one  who  refills  me.  Bat  when  I  have  ob» 
tained  an  afylum,  fire  and  water,  bread  and  fair, 
the  people  have  faiiiiled  their  obiigatiop.s  tow.ards 
me.  If  I  require  more,  I  become  a  thief  and  an 
ailaffin.  I  have  been  however  falTered  to  remain 
among  them,  and  have  made  myftlf  acquainted 
with  their  laws  and  manners.  They  fuit  my  in- 
clinations. 
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BOO  K  clinations,  anc)    I  rm   defirous  of  fettling  in   the 

^ ^^^'"    courury.     If   the   people   confent,   it   is  a  favour 

they  do  mc  -,  if  tht  v  nfunr,  I  have  no  rigiu  to  be 
ofTer.dcd.  The  Chinefe  are  perhaps  bad  politici- 
ans, when  they  fhiut  the  gates  of  their  empire 
agiinll  u^;  but  they  are  not  irjuft.  Tlieir  coun- 
try is  futTicicntiy  populous,  and  v/c  are  guefts  of 
to<">  dangerous  a  nature. 

If  the  country  be  partly  defert  and  partly  oc- 
cupied, the  dcfcrtcd  part  belongs  to  me  ;  for  I 
may  take  polfcflion  of  it  by  my  labour.  The 
former  inhabitant  would  be  barbarous  if  he  came 
fuddenly  to  overrhrow  my  hut,  deftroy  my 
plantations,  and  pillage  my  fields.  I  may  repel 
his  irruption  by  force.  I  may  extend  my  domain 
to  the  confines  of  his.  The  foreffs,  the  rivers, 
and  the  fliores  of  the  fea  are  common  to  ls  both, 
iinlefs  the  exclufive  ufe  of  them  fliould  be  necef- 
fary  to  his  fubfillence.  All  he  can  require  of  me 
further  is,  that  I  fhould  be  a  peaceable  neigh- 
bour, and  that  my  eflablifhment  fhould  have  no 
threatening  afpccl  to  him.  Every  nation  is  au- 
thorifcd  to  provide  for  it's  future  aiid  prefent 
fafcty.  If  I  make  a  formidable  inclofure,  if  I 
collets  arms,  if  I  raifc  fortifications,  it's  deputies 
will  be  wife  if  they  come  to  tell  me  :  Art  thou 
oui^fiiend  or  our  enemv  ?  If  a  friend,  what  is  the 
ul'e  of  all  thefe  warlike  preparations  ?  If  an 
cixmy,  you  will  give  us  leave  to  deftioy  them; 
ar.d  the  nation  will  aft  prudently,  if  at  the  in- 
fant they  get  rid  of  thtir  well  founded  appre- 
hci  fior.s.  Wiih  much  greater  reafon  may  they 
expel  and  exterminate  me,  without  offence  to 
the  laws  of  humanity  and  juftice,  if  I  fcize  upon 
their  wive?,  their  children,  or  their  property; 
if  I  make  any  attempts  agai::{l  their  civil  liberty  ; 
if  I  reflrain  them  in  their  religious  opinions;  if 
I  pretend  to  give   them   laws;  and  if  1  wilh   to 

ei.Have 
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enflave  them,  I  then  become  one  wild  beafl  B  00  K. 
more  in  their  neighbourhood ;  and  they  owe  mc  ^_J[^|^^ 
no  more  pity  than  they  would  a  tiger.  If  I  have 
provifi«.)-is  which  they  want,  and  if  they  have  fome 
that  are  ufeful  to  me,  I  may  propofe  exchanges. 
We  are  both  of  us  at  liberty  to  fet  what  price  we 
choofe  on  what  bclorigs  to  us.  A  needle  is  of 
more  real  value  to  a  people  reduced  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  fowing  the  fkins  of  the  beafts  which  cover 
them,  with  the  bone  of  a  filli,  than  their  filver 
can  be  to  me.  A  fabre,  or  a  hatchet,  will  be  of 
infiPiite  value  to  him  who  fupplies  the  place  of 
thefe  inftruments  with  cutting  ftones,  fixed  in  a 
piece  of  wood  hardened  in  the  fire.  Befides,  I 
have  croiTed  the  feas  to  bring  thefe  ufeful  ar- 
ticles, and  I  fhall  crofs  them  again  to  carry  back 
into  my  country  the  things  I  have  taken  in 
exchange.  The  cxpences  of  the  voyage,  the 
averages,  and  the  dangers,  muft  therefore  enter 
into  the  calculation.  If  I  laugh  within  myfelf 
at  the  abfurdity  of  the  man  who  gives  me  up  his 
gold  for  iron,  he,  in  his  turn,  laughs  at  me,  who 
give  him  up  my  iron,  all  the  ufefulnefs  of  which 
he  knows,  for  the  gold  which  is  of  no  fervice  to 
him.  We  are  both  mutually  impofed  upon,  or 
rather,  indeed,  there  is  no  impofition  on  one 
fide  or  the  other.  Exchanges  ought  to  be  per- 
fe<5\;ly  free.  If  I  want  to  take  away  by  force 
what  is  denied  me,  or  to  compel  by  violence  the 
acceptance  of  what  is  rejeded,  they  have  a  legal 
risht  to  confine  me,  or  to  drive  me  away.  If  I 
feize  upon  the  foreign  commodity  without  offer- 
ing the  price  for  it,  or  if  I  carry  it  away  clan- 
deflinely,  I  am  a  thief,  who  may  be  killed 
without  fcruple. 

A  DESERT    and  uninhabited  country  is  the  only 
one  we  can  appropriate  to  ouiklvcs.     T'lc  fit  it 

difcovcry, 
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,^J;/J^  takirg  of  pofl'vflTion. 

From  ihefe  principles,  which  appear  to  me 
founded  in  truth,  let  the  European  nations  judge 
of  ihemfelves,  and  give  ihemfeives  what  name 
they  dtrfcrve.  Their  navigators  arrive  in  a  part 
of  the  New  World,  which  is  not  occupied  by  any 
of  the  people  belonging  to  the  Old,  and  they 
immediately  bury  in  the  ground  a  fmall  plate  of 
■^  metal  upon  which  they  have  engraved  thefe 
words:  This  district  belongs  to  us.  And 
why  does  it  belong  to  you  ?  Are  you  not  as 
unjuft,  and  as  foolifh  as  favages,  who  being 
thrown  by  chance  upon  your  coafts,  fhould  write 
upon  the  fand  of  your  fhore,  or  upon  the  bark  of 
your  trees  :  This  country  belongs  to  us. 
You  have  no  right  over  the  infenlible  and  brute 
part  of  the  creation,  over  the  (oil  where  you 
land,  and  yet  you  arrogate  one  over  man,  who  is 
your  fellow-creature.  Inftead  of  acknowledging 
in  this  man  a  brother,  you  confider  him  only  as  a 
(lave  or  beafl  of  burthen.  O  my  fellow  citizens  ! 
You  think  and  you  ad\  in  this  manner,  altliough 
you  have  notior.s  of  jufticc,  a  fyftem  of  moraliiy, 
a  holy  religion,  and  one  common  Parent  with 
thofe  whom  you  treat  fo  tyrannically.  This  re- 
proach fhould  be  addrefTcd  more  particularly  ro 
the  Spaniards;  ajid  it  will  unfortunately  be  ftiU 
more  juflified  by  the  enormities  they  have  com- 
mitted in  the  country  of  Chili. 
'^"il'Th'  1  H^s  region,  fuch  as  it  is  poflelTed  by  the 
Spaniards  Spaniards,  hath  one  common,  breadth  of  thirty 
intoChili.  leagues  between  the  ltd.  and  tiic  Cordeleirias,  and 
nine  hundred  leagues  of  coaft,  from  the  great 
defert  of  Atacarna?,  which  feparates  it  from  Pern. 
to  the  iflands  of  Ciiiloe,  which  divide  it  from  the 
country  of  the  Pa-agonians, 

TuR 
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The  Incas  had  prevailed  upon  part  of  the  inha-  BOOK 
bitants  of  this  vail  region  to  fubmit  to  their  wife     ^^^^' 
laws,  ard  intended  to  fubdue  the  whole,  had  they 
not  met  with  infuperable  difficulties. 

This  important  projed:  was  refumed  by  the 
Spaniards,  as  foon  as  they  had  conquered  the 
principal  provinces  of  Peru.  In  the  beginning 
of  1535,  Almagro  fet  out  from  Cufco  with  five 
hundred  and  feventy  Europeans,  and  fifteen 
thoufand  Peruvians.  He  traverfed  at  firft  the 
country  of  Carcas,  to  which  the  mines  of  Fotcfi 
have  fince  given  To  much  celebrity.  To  go  from 
this  country  to  Chili,  there  were  but  two  ways 
known,  and  they  were  both  coijfidered  as  im- 
practicable. The  firfb  prefented  alorg  the  bor- 
ders of  the  fea,  nothing  but  burning  fands, 
without  water  and  without  fubfiltence.  To  pur- 
fue  the  fecond,  it  was  neceflary  to  crofs  very 
fteep  mountains  of  a  prodigious  heiglu,  and  co- 
vered with  fnows  as  old  as  the  creation.  Thefe 
difficulties  did  not  difcourage  the  General  i  and 
he  determined  upon  the  laft  of  thefe,  for  no  other 
reafon  than  becaufe  it  was  the  fhorteft.  His  ambi- 
tion was  the  deftrudion  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Spaniards,  and  ten  thoufand  Indians :  but  at 
ler-gth  he  accompliflied  his  defign,  and  was  re- 
ceived with  the  greateft  marks  of  fubmiffion  by 
the  nations  that  had  been  formerly  under  the 
dominion  of  the  empire  that  had  jufl  been  fob- 
verted.  The  terror  oi  his  arms  would,  probably, 
have  procuicd  him  greater  advantages,  had  not 
fome  concerns  of  a  private  nature  brought  him 
back  to  the  center  of  the  em.pire.  His  little 
army  refufed  to  repafs  the  Cordeleirias;  and  he 
was  obliged  to  bring  it  back  by  the  way  he  had 
firft  negieded.  It  accidentally  met  wirh  fo  many 
fortunate  circumftarces,  that  it  fufiered  much 
lefs  th^n  had  been  expeded.     This  good  fuccefj 

enlarged 
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BOOK  enlarged  the  views  of  Almagro,  and  precipitated 
^"^-     him,  perhaps,   into    thole  enierprifes,    which    oc- 
cafioned  his  fatal  end. 

The  Spar.iards  appeared  again  in  Chili  in  1541. 
Valdivia,  their  leader,  entered  it  without  the  kalt 
oppofition.  The  nations  that  inhabited  it  were 
vo  fooner  recovered  from  the  aflonilhment  with 
vhich  they  had  been  feized  at  the  view  of  the 
European  arms  and  difcipline,  than  they  wiflied 
to  regain  their  independence.  The  war  continued 
inceflantly  for  ten  years.  If  fome  diflridts,  dil- 
couraged  by  repeated  loffes,  refolved  at  lafl:  to 
fubmir,  many  of  them  obftinately  perfiflcd  in  the 
defence  of  their  liberty,  though  they  were  gene- 
rally defeated. 

An  Indian  captain,  vvhofe  age  and  infirmities 
confined  him  to  Jiis  hut,  was  continually  told  of 
thefe  misfortunes.  The  grief  of  feeing  his  people 
always  beaten  by  a  handful  of  Grangers,  infpired 
him  with  courage.  He  formed  thirteen  com- 
panies of  a  thoufand  men  each,  arranged  them  in 
file,  and  led  them  againfl;  the  enemy.  If  the  firfl: 
company  was  routed,  it  was  not  to  fall  back 
upon  the  next,  but  to  rally,  and  be  lupported  by 
it.  This  Older,  which  was  flridly  obeyed,  dif.:on- 
certed  the  Spaniards.  They  forced  through  all 
the  companies  one  after  another,  without  gaining 
any  material  advantage.  As  both  the  men  and 
horlcs  wanted  reft,  Valdivia  retreated  towards  a 
dffile,  where  he  judged  he  could  eafily  defend 
himfelf;  but  the  Indians  did  not  allow  him  time 
fufticient  to  fecure  his  retreat  thither.  Their 
rear  marched  through  bye- ways  and  took  poflTef- 
fion  of  the  defile,  while  their  vanguard  followed 
him  with  fo  much  precaution,  that  he  was  liir- 
roundcd  and  maifacred,  together  with  his  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men.  It  is  faid  that  the  favages 
pouicd  melted  gold  down  his  throat,  exclaimii^g 
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v.'ith  exultation,  glut  thyfe^f  ivith  that  metal  thou  BOOK. 
art  fo  fond  of  Tliey  availed  themfelves  of  this  ^_2,"^ 
vi6:ory  to  burn  and  deftroy  many  of  the 
European  fettlements,  which  would  all  have 
fhared  the  fame  fate,  had  not  the  Spaniards  been 
timely  affifted  by  fome  confiderable  reinforce- 
ments from  Peru,  wliich  enabled  them  to  defend 
their  remaining  pofls,  and  to  recover  thofe  they 
had  loft. 

These  fatal  hoftilities  have  been  renewed,  in'^'^eSoa- 
proportion  as  the  ufurpers  have  vviihed  to  extend  i,a\.ei,een 
their  empire,  and  frequently  even  when  they  did  obliged  ro 
not  entertain  this  ambitious  defign.  The  en- Jj^.J°"^^'^^_ 
gagements  have  been  very  bloody,  and  have  fcarce  gaged  in 
ever  been  interrupted,  except  by  truces  of  more 'i-Jliji'Ves 
or  lefs  duration.  Since  the  year  177 1,  however,  j^i2,^„ej.' 
tranquillity  hath  not  been  difturbed.  invvhich 

The  people  of  Arauco  are  the  moft  common,  ^^?^^^'^^j^-^ 
the  moft  intrepid,  and  the  moft  irreconcileable  war. 
enemies  the  Spaniards  have  in  thefe  regions. 
They  are  often  joined  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Tucapel,  and  of  the  river  Eiobio,  and  by  thofe 
who  extend  towards  the  Cordeleirias.  As  their 
manners  bear  a  greater  refem.blance  to  thofe  of 
the  favagesof  North  America,  than  to  thofe  of  the 
Peruvians,  their  neighbours,  the  confederacies  they 
make  are  always  formidable. 

When  they  go  to  war,  they  carry  nothing  with 
them,  and  want  neither  tents  nor  baggage.  The 
fame  trees  from  which  they  gather  tlieir  food, 
fupply  them  with  lances  and  darts.  As  they  are  fure 
of  finding  in  one  place  what  they  had  in  another, 
they  wilhngly  refign  any  country  which  they  are 
unable  to  defend.  All  places  are  equally  indif- 
ferent to  them.  Their  troops,  free  trom  all  in- 
cumbrance of  provifions  and  ammunition,  march 
with  furprifing  agility.  They  expofe  their  lives^ 
like  men    who  fet  little  value  on  them  j  and,  \'< 

they 
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BOO  Kthey  lofe  the  field  of  battle,  they  are  not  at  a  lofs 
for  magazines  and  encampments  wherever  there 
is  ground  covered  with  fruits. 

These  are  the  only  people  of  the  New  World, 
who  have  ventured  to  try  their  ftrength  with 
the  Spaniards  in  the  open  field,  and  who  have 
thought  of  the  ufe  of  the  fling  to  lance  the  (Irokc 
o\  death  from  afar  againft  the  enemy.  They  arc 
fo  bold  that  they  will  attack  the  bell:  fortified 
ports.  They  fometimcs  fucceed  in  thefe  violent 
attacks,  becaufe  they  are  continually  receiving 
fuccours,  which  prevent  ihem  from  being  fcnfible 
of  their  lolTes.  If  thcfe  be  (o  confidcrable  as  to 
oblige  them  to  defifb,  they  retire  to  the  diftance 
of  a  few  leagues,  and  five  or  fix  days  after,  they 
diredt  their  attacks  to  another  pofl.  Thefe  bar- 
barians never  think  themfelves  beaten  unlefs  they 
be  furrounded.  If  they  can  reach  a  place  of 
difficult  accefs,  they  think  themfelves  conquer- 
ors. The  head  of  a  Spaniard,  which  they  carry 
off  in  triumph,  comforts  them  for  the  lofs  of  a 
hundred  Indians. 

Sometimes  hoftilities  are  forefeen  for  a  confi- 
dcrable time  before,  and  are  concerted  with  pru- 
dence. Very  frequently  a  drunken  fellow  wan- 
tonly calls  to  arms ;  the  alarm  is  inltantly  fpread, 
a  chief  is  chofen,  and  war  is  determined.  A 
certain  night  is  immediately  fixed  upon,  in  the 
dead  of  v-hich,  the  time  they  always  chufe  for 
the  commencement  of  holliliiies,  they  fall  upon 
the  next  village  where  there  are  Spaniards,  and 
from  thence  proceed  to  others.  They  murder  all 
the  inhabitants,  except  the  white  women,  whom 
ihey  always  take  to  themfcives.  This  is  the 
ortgin  of  the  many  white  ai:d  fair  Indians  that  are 
10  be  met  with. 

As  thefe  Americans  carry  on  war  without  ex- 
per.cc  or   incoiiveiiience,    they  Imvc    nothing   to 

appre- 


I 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  175 

apprehend  from  it's  continuance;  and  it  is  aBOOK 
conllant  rule  with  them  never  to  fue  for  peace.  ^^^!j^j^ 
The  pride  of  Spain  muft  always  condefcend  to 
make  the  firft  overtures.  When  thefe  are  fa- 
vourably received,  a  conference  is  holdcn.  The 
governor  of  Chili  and  the  Indian  General,  at- 
tended by  the  moll  diftinguifhed  captains  on  both 
fides,  fettle  the  terms  of  accommodation,  at  a 
convivial  meeting.  Thefe  meetings  were  for- 
merly holden  on  the  frontiers  ;  but  the  two  lafl 
were  in  the  capital  of  the  colony.  The  favages 
have  even  been  prevailed  upon  to  keep  con- 
ftantly  fome  deputies  there,  who  are  commif- 
fioned  to  maintain  harmony  between  the  two  na- 
tions. 

Notwithstanding  the  violence  and  obftinacy  Settie- 
of  fo  many  engagements,  feveral  good  fettle-  ™^"" 
ments  have  been  formed  at  Chili,  chiefly  on  the  by  the 
borders  of  the  ocean.        *  Spaniard* 

CoQjJiMBO,  or  La  Serena,  a  town  built  in^*^  ^ '* 
1544,  at  the  diftance  of  five  or  fix  hundred  toifcs 
from  the  fea,  to  contain  the  Indians,  and  to 
fecure  the  communication  between  Chili  and 
Peru,  was  never  a  place  of  importance.  It  became 
flill  lefs  confiderable  after  having  been  pillaged 
and  burnt  by  pirates.  Notwithftanding  the 
fertility  of  it's  territory,  and  although  plentiful 
mines  of  the  fi[;eft  copper  have  been  difcovered 
in  it's  neighbourhood,  it  hath  never  entirely  got 
the  better  of  this  misfortune. 

Valparaiso  wasatfiifl  nothing  more  than  a 
collection  of  huts,  dellined  to  receive  the  mer- 
chandit'e  coming  from  Peru,  and  the  provifions 
that  were  to  be  fent  there.  By  degrees  the 
factors  of  this  trade,  which  belonged  entirely  to 
the  merchants  of  the  capital,  fucceeded  in  ap- 
propriating it  to  themfelvcs.  Then  this  wrecched 
hamlet,  though   in  a  very   difagreeabk  fituaticn, 
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BOOK  became  a  floiirifhing  city.  It's  harbour  runs  a 
^'"-  league  into  the  land.  The  bottom  of  it  is  a 
tenacious  and  firm  kind  of  mud.  At  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  thoufand  toifes  from  the  fliore,  lliere 
arc  from  thirty-fix  to  forty  fathoms  of  water, 
and  from  fifteen  to  fixteeu  quite  clofe  to  ilie 
Ihore.  In  the  months  of  April  and  May,  the 
North  winds  would  expofe  the  iTiips  to  fome  dan- 
ger, if  care  were  not  taken  to  fallen  liicir  anchors 
llrongly.  The  advantage  which  this  port  hatji 
of  being  the  cearcft  to  the  bell  plantations,  and 
to  Sdint  Yago,  may  relieve  it  from  the  appre- 
hcnfion  of  feeing  it's  profperity  diminifh. 

In  1550,  the  town  of  La  Conception  was  built 
on  an  uneven  and  fandy  foil,  a  little  raifed,  upon  the 
borders  of  a  bay  which  is  near  four  leagues  in  cir- 
cumference, and  which  hath  three  ports,  one  of 
which  oiily  is  fafe.  The  town  was  at  firft  the 
capital  of  the  colony :  but  the  neighbouring 
Indians  fo  frequently  made  thcmfclves  mailers  of 
ii,  that,  in  1574,  it  was  thought  proper  to  de- 
prive it  of  this  ufeful  and  honourable  dillip.c\ion. 
In  1603,  it  was  again  deftroyed  by  an  implacable 
enemy.  Since  that  period  it  hath  received  very 
confiderable  damages  from  feveral  earthquakes. 
Such,  however,  is  the  excellence  of  it's  territory, 
that  it  Hill  retains  fome  degree  of  fplendour. 

At  the  diflance  of  fcvcnty-five  leagues  from 
Conception  liland,  and  Hill  on  the  borders  of  tlie 
Pacific  Ocean,  llanils  Valdivia,  a  town  mure  im- 
p<:)rtant  than  it  is  populous,  li's  harbour  and 
iortrcf?,  which  are  confidered  as  the  key  of  ilie 
South  Sea,  were  for  a  long  time  under  the  imme- 
diate infpedtion  of  the  Viceroys  of  Peru.  It  was 
at  length  found  that  this  was  too  diftant  a  fuper- 
intendence  •,  and  the  place  was  incorporated  with 
the  government  of  the  province. 

2  N.o 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  177 

No  one  had  yet  thought  of  the  iflands  of  Chi-  BOOK 
Ice.  The  good  fortune  which  the  Jefuits  had  ^^^'• 
Ijad,  of  colleding  and  civilizing  a  great  number 
of  ravages  in  the  chief  of  them,  which  is  fifty 
leagues  long  and  feven  or  eight  broad,  excited 
a  defirc  of  fettling  in  them.  In  the  center  are 
the  converted  Indians.  On  the  eaftern  coaft  a 
fortification,  named  Chacao,  hath  been  built, 
where  the  garrifon  necclTary  for  it's  defence  ia 
maintained. 

In  the  inland  part  of  the  country  is  Saint 
Yago,  haftily  built  in  1541,  deftroyed  in  17^0 
by  an  earthquake,  and  immediately  after  rebuilt, 
in  a  flyle  fo  pleafant,  and  with  fuch  convenien- 
ces, as  are  very  rarely  found  in  the  New  World. 
The  houfes  indeed  are  low,  and  conftrucled  with 
bricks  hardened  in  the  fun  :  but  they  arc  all 
white  on  the  outfide,  all  painted  within.  They 
have  all  large  gardens,  and  are  refrefhed  with 
running  flreams.  This  city  reckons  forty  thou- 
fand  inhabitants,  and  the  number  would  be  flill 
greater,  were  it  not  for  nine  convents  of  monks, 
and  feven  of  nuns,  which  have  been  eredlcd  there 
by  fuperflition. 

Among  the  number  of  unfortunate  aufpices 
under  which  the  difcovery  of  the  New  World 
was  made,  we  muft  not  forget  the.  importance 
v/hich  the  prevailing  fpirit  of  fuperftition  then 
gave  to  the  monks  ;  an  importance  which  in  fome 
countries  hath  fince  been  confiderably  dimi- 
nifhed  ;  which  feems  to  ftruggle  powerfully 
againll  the  progrefs  of  fcience  in  others  ;  which 
ftill  prevails  with  imperious  fway  in  thofe  poiTcf- 
fions  that  are  diftant  from  Spain,  and  which 
would  yet  leave  traces  as  permanent  as  they  arc 
fatal,  if  even  they  were  from  this  moment 
countera<fled  by  all  the  authority  of  the  mi- 
niftry. 
.  .  V©L.  m.  N  Sai.nt 
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BOOK  Saint  Yago  is  the  capital  of  the  ftatc  and  the 
,_VJ.[^  feat  of  empire.  The  commandant  there  is  fubor- 
diiiatc  to  the  Viceroy  of  Peru  in  all  matters  re- 
lating to  the  government,  to  the  fiiiances,  and  to 
var  :  but  he  is  independent  of  him  as  chief  ad- 
miniflrator  of  juftice,  and  prefident  of  the  royal 
audience.  Eleven  corregidors,  diftributcd  in  the 
provii^.ce,  are  charged,  under  his  orders,  with  the 
details  of  adminiftration. 

A  POPULATION  of  four  or  five  hundred  ihou- 
fand  perfons  hatli  fiiccclTively  been  formed  in  this 
diftric^.     There  are  but  few  here  of  thofe  unfor- 
tunate Haves  that    Africa  fupplies ;  and  mofl  of 
them  are  devoted  to  domeftic  fervice.     The  de- 
fcendants  of    the  firft  favagcs,   who    were   fub- 
dued  with  fo  much  difficulty  by  a  fet  of  ferocious 
adventurers,  have  either  taken  refuge  among  in- 
acceffible  mountains,  or  are  confounded  with  their 
conquerors.     All  the  colonilis  arc  confidered  and 
treated  as  Spaniards.     The  pride  of  this  defcent 
hath  not  in fpi red  them  with  that  invincible  aver- 
fion  for   ufeful   labours,  which  is   fo  univerfal  in 
their  nation.     Mod  of  thefe  healthy,  adive,  and 
robuft  men,  live  upon   feparate  plantations,  and 
cultivate,  with   their  own    hands,  a  territory  of 
greater  or  lefs  extent. 
Ferriiitf        They    are  encouraged  in   thefe  commendable 
and  it's'    l^^ours,    by    3,    fky   always    pure,   and    always 
preffnt      ferenc ;  by   a  climate   the   mod    agreeably  tem- 
^^^^-         pcrate  of  any  in  the  two  hcmifpheres  ;  and  (lilf 
more  by  a  foil,  the  fertility  oi  which  aftonifhes  all 
travellers.     Upon  this  fortunate   land,  the  crops 
of  the  vine,  of  corn,  and  of  the  olive,  although 
little  care  hath  been  taken  in  the  cultivation,  are 
four  times  as  much  as  thofe  we  obtain  in  Europe, 
with  all  our  induftry,  and  with  all  our  (kill.     None 
of  the  fruits  of  the  cavth  have  degenerated.     Seve- 
ral of  our  animals  have  improved,  and  the  horfes, 
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in  particular,  have  acquired  a  fpecd,  and  a  fpirit,  B  o  o  K. 
which  thole  of  Andalufia,  from  which  they  de-  ^^^^' 
fcend,  never  had.  Nature  hath  carried  her  fa- 
vours flill  farther;  in  beftowing  upon  this  region 
an  excellent  kind  of  copper,  which  is  employed, 
with  advantage,  in  the  Old,  and  in  the  New 
World.     Gold  is  likewife  found  here. 

Before  the  year  1750,  the  treafury  had  not 
received  in  any  year,  for  it's  twentieth  of  this 
precious  metal,  more  than  50,220  livres  *.  At 
this  period  a  mint  was  eftablillicd  in  the  colony  ; 
and  this  innovation  was  attended  with  favour- 
able confequences.  In  1771,  the  royal  duties 
amounted  to  200,032  livres  four  fols  f ;  and  it 
muft  have  increafed  confiderably  fince.  The 
alcavala,  and  the  cufloms,  did  not  produce  more 
than  324,000  livres  t,  and  they  now  bring  in 
1,080,000  livres  §.  Thefe  feveral  branches  of 
revenue  are  increafed  fince  1753,  by  the  exclu- 
five  fale  of  tobacco. 

Accordingly,  Chili  is  no  longer  obliged  to 
draw  any  thing  from  the  coffers  of  Peru  for  it's 
pubhc  expences.  The  mod  confiderable  of 
thefe,  is  the  maintenance  of  the  troops.  It 
amounts  to  490,125  livres  twelve  fols  ||,  for  the 
pay  of  a  thoufand  infantry,  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  horfe,  and  of  two  companies  of  well  afFe(fted 
Indians;  which,  fmce  1754,  form  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  country.  Exclufive  of  thefe  forces, 
which  are  diflributed  in  the  iflands  Juan  Fernan- 
dez, and  of  Chiloe,  and  in  the  ports  of  La  Con- 
ception, and  of  Val  Paraifo,  upon  the  frontiers  of 
the  Andes,  there  is  in  Valdivia,  a  particular  gar- 
rifon  of  fcven  hundred  and  forty-fix  foldiers,  the 
mauitenancc  of  which  cofts  655,473  livres  twelve 
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BOO  Kfols  *.  Thefe  means  of  defence  would  be  fup- 
^_J!}jl^  ported,  if  ncceflary,  by  a  very  numerous  militia. 
Perhaps,  the  irfantry  of  thefe  forces  would  make 
but  little  refinance,  notwithftanding  the  p?\ins 
that  have  been  lately  taken  to  excrcilc  them  :  but 
f(jme  exertions  might  reafonably  be  expcd^ed 
from  the  befl  horfemen  there  are,  perhaps,  on  the 
globe. 
Trcidpof  Chili  hath  always  had  commercial  connexions 
Ch  li  with  v^'ith  the  neighbourinp;  Indians  on  ii's  frontiers, 
I  !^v,-^h^"  with  Peru,  and  v\ith  Paraguay. 
Peru,  and  The  favages  fupply  it  chiefly  with  the  Pancho. 
withPa-  ■j'j^jg  jg  ^  woollen  fluff,  fomeiimes  white,  and 
raguay.  g^,-jgpgi)y  ^Kie,  about  three  ells  long,  and  two  in 
breadth  The  head  is  pafled  through  a  hole 
made  in  the  middle,  and  it  falls  down  on  all  the 
parts  of  the  body.  Except  on  occafions  of  fomc 
ceremo:nes  that  are  very  unfrequenr,  the  men 
and  women,  the  common  people,  and  perfons  of 
a  more  elevated  rank,  ufe  no  other  clothing.  It 
cods  frcm  thirty  to  one  thoufand  livres-f,  ac- 
cording to  the  degree  of  it's  finenefs,  and  efpe- 
cially,  according  to  the  borders,  more  or  Icfs 
elegant,  and  more  or  lefs  rich,  that  are  added  to 
it.  Tliefe  people  receive  in  exchange  fmall 
looking  glaffes,  toys,  and  fome  other  articles  of 
little  value.  Whatever  may  be  their  paflion  for 
thefe  trifles,  v/he;i  they  are  difplayed  before  them, 
they  would  never  go  out  of  their  forefls  and  fields 
in  feaich  of  them  ^  it  is  therefore  always  necefl^ary 
that  they  fhould  be  carried  to  them.  The  mer- 
chant who  wifhes  to  undertake  this  little  trade, 
applies  in  the  firll  infla'^ce  to  the  heads  of  the 
families,  who  are  the  fole  dtpofitaries  of  the 
public  authority.  When  he  h:ith  obtained  per- 
miillon  to  fell,  he  goes  through  the    habitations, 
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and  gives  his  mercbandife  indifcrirninately  to  allB  O  O  K 
the  perfons  who  afK  for  it.  Having  finiOied  this  ^^j_^ 
bufmefs,  he  gives  notice  of  his  departure,  and 
every  one  who  hath  purchafed  any  tiling  of  him, 
brings,  without  delay,  to  the  village  where  he 
firft  made  his  appearance,  the  goods  agreed  for 
between  them.  There  hath  never  been  any  in- 
flance  of  difhonefly  in  this  traffic.  The  merchant 
is  allowed  an  efcort  to  alTift  him  in  conduding 
the  cloths  and  the  cattle  he  hath  received  in  pay- 
ment, to  the  frontiers  of  the  country. 

It  is  not  from  what  v/e  find  in  the  midfl:  of 
forefts,  but  from  what  we  obferve  in  the  center 
of  polifhed  focieties,  that  we  learn  to  defpife  and 
to  miflrufh  mankind.  If  any  of  our  merchants, 
in  any  one  of  our  fairs,  were  indifcrirninately  to 
diftribute  his  goods,  without  fecurity  for  the  pay- 
ment of  them,  to  whomfoever  Ihould  come  to 
receive  them,  is  it  to  be  imagined  that  he  would 
ever  again  fee  the  people  return  with  the  price  of 
the  things  they  had  purchafed  ?  A  favage,  unrc- 
ilrained  by  laws,  would  not  be  guilty  of  tlioG^ 
things,  which  men  who  are  und^r  the  ir,fiue;ii:e 
of  honour,  and  the  controiil  of  civil  and  religious 
laws,  would  not  blufh  to  commit,  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  our  rcligioii,  of  our  policy,  a:jd  of  our 
morals. 

Wine  and  brandy  were  fold,  'till  the  year 
1724,  to  thefe  people,  v.  ho,  like  mod  other  fi- 
vages,  are  exceflively  fond  of  them.  Whca 
they  were  intoxicated  they  ufed  to  take  up  arms, 
mafTacre  all  the  Spaniards  they  met  with,  and 
ravage  the  country  near  their  dwellings.  It  is 
fddom  that  the  corrupter  doth  not  receive  his 
punifhment  from  the  very  perfon  he  hath  cor- 
rupted. Frequent  inftances  of  this  are  fcen  in 
children  with  refpcct  to  their  fathers,  who 
have  neglected    iheu'    education  j    in   woiren  to« 

wards 
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BOOK  wards  their  hufbands,  vvhofe  morals  are  bad  ;  in 
^^^^  (laves,  towards  their  maflcrs;  in  fubjeds  towards 
their  fovereigns,  when  negledted  by  them  ;  in  a 
fubdued  nation  towards  the  udirpers.  VVc  our- 
felves  have  been  puniChed  for  the  vices  wc  have 
transferred  into  the  other  hemifpherc ;  among 
ourfelvcs  and  among  people  of  the  New  World, 
whom  we  have  fubdued ;  among  ourfe.lves,  by 
tlie  multitude  of  faditious  wants  we  have  created  : 
among  them,  in  a  variety  of  ways,  and  particu- 
larly by  teaching  th^^m  the  ufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors,  which  hath  often  animated  them  with 
artificial  fury,  which  they  have  turned  againfl:  us. 
In  whatever  manner  we  proceed,  whether  by  fu- 
pciflition,  by  patriotifm  itftif,  or  by  fpirituoua 
liquors,  in  depriving  man  of  his  reafon,  it  cannot 
be  done  wiihout  fatal  corirrquericcs.  If  we  in- 
toxicate him,  whatever  may  be  the  nature  of 
the  intoxication,  it  will  foon  go  off,  or  it  vv'ill  be 
produdlive  of  mifchief. 

Drunkenness,  or  an  habitual  excefs  in  the 
life  of  fpirituous  liquors,  is  a  coarfc  and  brutal 
vice,  whicli  deprives  the  mind  of  it's  vigour, 
and  the  body  of  part  of  it's  flrength.  It  is  an 
infringement  of  the  law  of  nature,  which  forbids 
man  to  forfeit  his  reafon,  the  only  advantage 
v/hich  diflinguiflics  him  from  other  animals,  who 
live  on  the  furface  of  the  globe. 

This  irregularity,  though  always  blameabl<", 
is  not  equally  fo  every  where,  becaufe  it  is  not 
attended  v/ith  the  fame  inconveniences  in  all 
regions.  Generally  fpcakuig,  it  makes  men 
furious  in  hot  countries,  and  only  renders  them 
Ihipid  in  cold  one??.  It  hath  therefore  been  ne- 
ccflary  to  forbid  it  with  more  ftriclnefs  in  one 
cluiiate  than  in  another.  From  hence  it  hatli 
happened,  that  wherever  a  regular  form  of  go- 
vernment hath  been  cflablillied,  this  vice  is  be- 
come 
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come  more   uncommon  under   the  Equator  than  BOOK* 
towards  the  Pole.  .    '^'^'• 

This  is  not  the  cafe  among  favage  nations. 
Thofe  of  the  South  not  being  more  rcftrained 
than  thofe  of  the  North  by  the  magiftrate,  or  by 
habit,  they  have  all  devoted  thcmfelves  with 
equal  fury  to  their  paiTion  for  ftrong  liquors.  It 
hath  been  a  part  of  the  policy  of  the  Europeans,  to 
fupply  the  favages  with  them,  either  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  ftripping,  or  of  enflaving  them,  or  even 
to  induce  them  to  employ  themfelves  in  feme 
ufeful  labours.  Thefe  liquors  have  fcarce  been 
lefs  deftrudtive  to  thefe  people  than  our  arms ; 
and  wc  cannot  forbear  to  rank  them  among  the 
number  of  calamities  with  which  we  have  loaded 
the  other  hemifphere. 

Spain  is  to  be  commicnded  for  having  at 
length  abflained  from  felling  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Chili  wine  and  brandy.  This  prudent  ftep 
hath  evidently  increafed  the  conned:ions  that 
were  kept  up  with  them  :  but  it  is  not  poflible 
that  they  lliould  for  a  long  time  become  i« 
confiderable  as  thofe  that  are  maintained  with 
Peru. 

Chim  fiipplies  Peru  with  hides,  dried  fruir, 
copper,  fait  meat,  horfes,  hemp,  and  corn,  and 
receives  in  exchange,  tobacco,  fugar,  cocoa, 
earthen  ware,  fome  manufadures  made  at  Quito, 
andfome  articles  of  luxury  brought  from  Europe. 
The  fhips  fent  from  Callao  on  this  traflic,  which 
is  reciprocally  ufeful,  were  formerly  bound  for 
Conception  Bay,  but  now  come  to  Valparaifo. 
During  the  courfe  of  near  a  century,  no  naviga- 
tor in  thefe  tranquil  feas  would  venture  to  lofe 
fight  of  land  ;  and  then  thefe  voyages  lafted  a 
whole  year. 

A  PILOT  of  the  Old  World  having  at  length 
obferved  the  winds,  performed  the  navigation  m 

one 
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BOO  K  one  month.  He  was  confidered  as  a  wizard,  and 
^'^^-  he  was  taken  up  by  order  of  the  inqiiifuion, 
whofe  ignorance  becomes  an  obje6l  of  ridicule, 
when  its  cruchy  doth  not  excite  our  abhorrence. 
The  journal  he  produced  was  his  vindication ; 
and  it  plainly  appeared  that  to  perform  the  fame 
voyage,  it  was  only  necefl'jry  to  keep  clear  of  the 
coafts.  His  method  was,  therefore,  univerfally 
adopted. 

Chili  fends  to  Paraguay  wines,  brandy,  oil, 
nnd  chiefly  gold  ;  and  receives  in  payment  mules, 
wax,  cotton,  the  herb  of  Paraguay,  Negroes, 
and  alfo  much  of  the  merchandife  of  our  hemi- 
Iphere,  before  the  merchants  of  I  ima  had  ob- 
tained, either  by  bribery,  or  by  their  influence, 
that  tliis  lall  branch  of  commerce  (liould  be  pro- 
hibited. The  communication  between  the  two 
colorits  is  not  carried  on  by  fea ;  it  hath  been 
found  more  expeditious,  fafer,  and  even  lefs  ex- 
penfive,  to  go  by  land,  though  there  are  three 
hundred  and  fixty-four  leagues,  from  St.  Jago 
to  Buenos-Ayres,  and  that  more  than  forty  of 
thcfe  are  amidft  the  Ciows  and  precipices  of  the 
Cordeleirias 

If  the  conne6\ions  between  thefe  two  eftablifh- 
ments  lliould  be  multiplied  or  extend'-d,  they 
mull:  be  kepi  up  by  the  Sncights  of  Miigellan,  or 
by  Cape  Horn.  It  hath  been  hitherto  a  n^atter 
of  doubt  v^hich  of  thcfe  two  ways  was  the  btft; 
but  the  problem  feems  to  be  folved  by  the  ob- 
fervations  of  the  lad  navigators.  They  almoft 
generally  prefer  the  Streiglit.s,  on  acxount  of  a 
quantity  of  frefh  water,  wood,  fifli,  Ihell  filTi ; 
and  the  infinite  number  of  plants,  fpecific  rernc^ 
dies  againft  rhe  fcurvy,  that  are  to  be  found 
there.  But  this  preference  can  only  take  place 
from  September  to  March,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the 
fummer    moiuhs.      During    the    lliort    days    of 

wir.ter. 
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winter,  it  would  be  necefTary  to  fail  only  for  aBOOK 
few  hours,  or  to  brave,  in  a  cliannel  mod  com-  v_2Ji!^ 
monly  narrow,  the  violence  of  the  winds,  the 
rapidity  of  the  currents,  and  the  impetuofiry  of 
the  waves,  with  an  almoft  moral  certainty  of  be- 
ing (hipwrecked.  In  this  feafon  of  the  year,  the 
open  fea,  and  confequeritly  the  doubling  of  Cape 
Horn,  is  to  be  preferred. 

A  NUMBER  of  combinations,  palpably  abfurd, 
have  conftantly  depiived  Chili  of  every  imme- 
diate connedion  with  Spain.  The  little  mer- 
chandife  of  our  hemifphere  which  this  country 
could  confume,  came  to  it  from  Peru,  which 
received  them  itfelf  with  difficulty,  and  at  a  great 
expence,  by  the  road  of  Panama.  The  fate  of 
Chili  was  not  even  changed,  when  the  failing  by 
Cape  Horn  was  fubilitutcd  to  that  which  was 
pradifed  by  the  iflhmus  of  Darien  ;  and  it  was 
not  'till  very  late,  that  the  fhips  which  ufed  to 
coafl  this  country  in  their  way  to  Lima,  were 
permitted  to  leave  fome  fmall  portion,  of  their 
cargoes.  At  length,  a  more  agreeable  profpedt 
hath  opened  itfelf  to  this  beautiful  country.  Since 
the  month  of  February  1778,  all  the  ports  of 
the  mother  country  are  allowed  to  trade  there  at 
pleafure.  This  fortunate  adoption  of  the  true 
principles  of  commerce  muft  be  attended  with 
the  greatefl  fuccefsi  and  this  innovation  will  have 
the  fame  influence  over  Paraguay. 

This  is  an   immenfe  region,    bounded  on  the  The  Spa- 
north  by  Peru  and  the  Brazils;  on  the  fouth  by  "'"^/^^^ '^'*'- 
the  country  bordering  on  the  Streights  of  Ma-ra^j.^y  " 
gellan  •,  on    the  eafl  by  the  Brazils;  and  on  the Ex-iav;i- 
weft  by  Chili  and  Peru.      ^  Zw^r- 

The  Paraguay  derives  it's  name  from   a  large  du:>  dur- 
river    which    all    geographers    have    fuppofed    to '"r  t'''o 
proceed   from  the  lake   Xarayes.      The   Spanifh ''*'"  "'"'"' 
and    Portugaefc    commillioners,     appointed     in 

1751 
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BOO  K1-51  to  regulate  the  lirmts  of  the  two  eirp're', 
^'^'  were  m'jch  I'urpiiied  to  meet  each  other  at  the 
origin  cf  ihts  river,  wiihoDt  ha%-ing  perceircd 
iz.i  mafs  of  waters,  vhicfa  was  faid  to  be  im- 
m-rfe.  They  arcertai!>ed,  that  what  had  been 
before  taker?  for  a  prodigioas  lake,  was  Docfaicg 
more  thao  a  very  low  portion   :  \  covered, 

from  the  fixtecnth  to  ibc  cine.  -^^^  of 

ktitode,  in  the  rahy  feafon,  by  the  overflowirgs 
of  the  river.  Sioce  that  period,  it  is  known 
that  die  Paraguay  river  takes  ii's  life  in  the  flac 
country  called  CttK^:  dn  Pjt^u^  in  the  thiriecsth 
degree  cf  fouthem  latitude ;  and  that  towards 
die  cig'-:iee--th  degree,  it  commmicates  by  fome 
▼ery  narrow  channels,  with  two  great  lakes  ia 
Ibe  coTintry  of  the  Chiquiros. 

Befo&e  the  arrival  of  the  Spariards,  this  im- 
rrcr.rc  ccuntry  contained  a  great  cnmber  cf 
ratTorf?,  mcft  of  them  conllfting  of  a  few  familie*. 
Their  manners  mufl  have  been  the  (anie ;  and  if 
there  h^d  bce:n  any  ^fiflfcrencc  in  their  charadcrs, 
ft  wajld  cot  have  been  perceived  by  the  ftupid 
jK!ver.tarcrs,  who  had  firft  (bed  the  blood  of  this 
part  of  the  New  Workl  Thcle  people  lived 
upon  hanricg,  £(hing,  wild  fruits,  hor/C\',  which 
uas  corriiTX>::ly  found  in  the  for  efts,  azrd  roois 
that  grew  ipontaneo-js.  With  a  %-iew  of  procar- 
ing  gre»:cr  picnty  of  wood,  they  were  perpetually 
wanccri-g  from  ooe  difthct  to  aixxher.  As  the 
Hdiars  had  nodiing  to  reniore  bat  a  few  earthen 
▼eficis,  and  as  branches  of  trees  coald  be  found 
every  where  to  build  huts  with,  thefc  emigrations 
were  aneaded  with  few  incumbrances.  Thoi^ 
tbey  al!  lived  m  a  (late  of  abfolute  indepcnderce, 
yet  the  neccffity  of  mutual  dcferce  had  obliged 
them  to  cucscd  their  interefts.  Some  iixJivi- 
duaU  azited  under  the  diredion  of  a  leader  of 
tbcar    own    choice.      Tbcic  aflbctttk>::£,   which 

were 
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were    more  or  lefs   numerous,   in  proportion  toBOOK 
the  reputation  and  abilities  of  the    chief,  were  as     ^^'^' 
eafily  diflblved  as  formed. 

The  difcovery  of  the  river  Paraguay  was 
made  in  1515,  bv  Diaz  de  Solis,  a  noted  pilot 
of  Caflile.  He  ard  moll:  of  his  men  were  maf- 
facred  by  the  natives,  who,  to  avoid  being  en- 
flaved,  fome  years  after  aUb  deflroyed  the  Portu- 
guefe  of  Brazil. 

The  two  rival  nations,  equally  alarmed  by 
thefe  calamities,  gave  up  all  thoughts  of  Paraguay, 
and  turned  their  avaricious  views  towards  ano- 
ther place.  The  Spaniards  accidentally  returned 
there  in  1526. 

Sebastian  Cabot,  who  in  1496  had  made  the 
difcovery  of  Newfoundland  for  the  cfown  of  Eng« 
land,  finding  that  kingdom  was  too  much  taken 
up  with  domcftic  affairs  to  think  of  making  fet- 
tlements  in  a  new  world,  offered  his  fervices  to 
Ca!iile,  where  his  reputation  made  him  be  fixed 
uptin  to  cvindutfl  an  important  expedition. 

The  ritlofy,  celebrated  for  being  the  firft  fhip 
that  ever  failed  round  the  world,  and  the  only 
one  of  Magellan's  fquadron  that  returned  to 
Europe,  had  brought  back  from  the  E;'.ll  Indies  a 
great  qaantitv  of  fpices.  The  great  profit  that  was 
made  from  the  lale  of  them,  occafioned  a  fecond 
expedition,  the  command  of  wliich  was  given  to 
Cabot.  In  purfuing  the  track  of  the  former 
voyage,  he  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Plat.i. 
Wliether  he  was  in  want  of  provifions  necellarv 
lor  a  longer  voyage,  or  whether,  which  is  nwrc 
probable,  his  men  began  to  be  mutinous,  lie 
itopped  tliere.  He  even  failed  up  the  rive*-,  g»ivc 
it  the  name  of  Li  PIj'j^  becaufe  among  the 
fpoils  of  a  few  Indians,  inhumanly  puf  to  death, 
fome  ornaments  of  gt^ld  and  hlvcr  had  been 
found,  and  built  a  kind  of  foitrefs  at  the  entrance 
3  of 
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B  o  O  K  of  the  river  Riotecero,  wliich  comes  down  from 
H^li  ^^^  mountains  of  Tucuman.  The  oppofition  he 
met  with  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
made  him  judge,  that  in  order  to  form  a  fo!id 
cftablifnment,  other  mear)s  were  wanting  fupc- 
lior  to  thofe  he  had  ;  and,  in  1530,  he  went  to 
Spain  in  order  to  foHcit  them.  Thofe  of  his 
companions  whom  he  had  left  in  the  colony,  were 
mod  of  them  maflacred,  and  the  few  who  efcaped 
from  the  arrows  of  the  enemy  loon  foUov/ed 
him. 

Some  more  confiderable  forces,  led  by  Men- 
doza,  appeared  on  the  river  in  1535,  and  laid 
the  foundations  of  Buenos  Ayres,  They  were 
foon  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  perifhirg  with 
hunger  within  their  pallifades,  or  of  devoting 
themfelves  to  certain  death,  if  they  ventured  to 
go  out  of  them  in  order  to  procure  fubfiftcnce. 
A  return  into  Europe  feemed  to  be  the  only  way 
of  relief  from  fo  defperate  a  fituation  :  but  the 
Spaniards  had  perfuaded  themfelves  that  the  in- 
land countries  abounded  in  mines :  and  this  pre- 
judice induced  them  to  perfevere.  They  aban- 
doned a  place  where  they  could  no  longer  re- 
main, and  went  to  found,  in  1536,  a  colony  on 
the  iiland  of  AfTumption,  three  hundred  leagues 
up  the  country,  but  ftill  on  the  b^nks  of  the 
lame  river.  By  this  change,  they  evidently  re- 
moved further  from  the  ailiftance  of  the  mo- 
ther-country, but  they  imagined  it  brought  them 
rearer  the  lource  of  riches  ;  ar,d  their  avidity  was 
lliil  greater  than  their  forefight. 

They  were  flill  however  reduced  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  pcrilliing,  unlefs  they  could  fuccced  in 
diminifhing  the  extreme  antipathy  the  favages 
bore  them.  The  marriage  of  the  Spaniards  with 
the  Lidian  wf)men,  appeared  calculated  to  efTc(5\: 
this  great  change  j  and  it  was  accordingly  refolved 

upon. 
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upon.  From  the  union  of  two  fuch  different  BOOK 
nations,  fprang  the  race  of  the  Meftees,  which,  in  '  * 
procefs  of  time,  became  fo  common  in  South 
America.  Thus  it  is  the  fate  of  the  Spaniards, 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  to  be  a  mixed  race. 
The  blood  of  the  Moors  fliil  flows  in  their  veins 
in  Europe,  and  that  of  the  fav^ages,  in  the  other 
Hemifphere.  Perhaps,  this  mixture  may  be  of 
advantage,  if  it  be  a  facft  that  men,  as  well  as 
■animals,  are  improved  by  crofling  the  breed. 
It  were  indeed  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  various 
races  of  mankind  were  loft  in  one,  that  there 
might  be  an  end  of  thofe  national  antipathies, 
which  only  ferve  to  perpetuate  the  calamities  of 
v/ar,  and  all  the  feveral  pafTions  that  deftroy  the 
human  fpecies.  But  difcord  feems  to  arife  of 
itfelf  between  brothers ;  can  it  therefore  be  ex- 
pedled  that  all  mankind  fhould  become  one  fa- 
mily, the  children  of  which  fprung,  as  it  were, 
from  the  fame  common  parent,  fhould  no  longer 
thirft  after  each  other's  blood?  For  is  not  this 
fatal  thirft  excited  and  maintained  by  that  of 
gold  ? 

It  v/as  this  fliamcful  pafllon,  which  kept  up 
the  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards,  even  after  the  con- 
nections they  had  formed.  They  feemed  to 
punifh  the  Indians  for  their  own  obftinacy  in 
fearching  for  gold  where  there  was  none.  Seve- 
ral fhips,  which  were  bringing  them  troops  and 
am.munition,  were  loft,  with  all  they  had  on 
board,  by  venturing  too  far  up  the  river  ;  but 
even  this  circumftancc  could  not  prevent  them 
from  obftinately  perfifting  in  their  avaricious 
views,  though  they  had  fo  long  been  difappointed 
in  them  ;  'till  they  were  compelled,  by  repeated 
orders  from  the  mother-country,  to  re-eftablifh 
Buenos  Ayreg, 

This 
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BOOK     This  neceiTary  undertaking  was  now  become 
,^_'V^  eafy.      The  Spaniards,    who    had   multiplied    in 
Paraguay,    were    flrong    enough    to   rcflraiu   or 
deftroy   the    nations    that    might   oppofe     them. 
Accordingly,   as  it  had  been  expedled,  they  met 
with   little  difficulty.     Juan  Ortiz  dc  Zarate  exe- 
cuted   the    plan   in    1580,    and   rebuilt  Bijcnos- 
Ayres   upon  the  fame    fpot   which  had  been  for- 
faken  for  forty  years.     Some  of  the  petty  nations 
in    the    neighbourhood,    fubmitted    to   the  yoke, 
Thofe  which  were  more  attached  to  their  liberty, 
went  to  a  greater   diftance,  with    a  view  of  re- 
moving flill  further,  in    proportion    as  their  op- 
preiTors  fhould  extend  their  eftablilhmenis.     Moft 
of  them  at  laft  took  refuge  in  Chaco. 
Suchofthe      This  country,  which  is  two  hundred  and  fifty 
Indians .13  jgagues  in  lenizih,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  in 
fubmitco  breadth,  is  reckoned  one  of  the  beft  in  America ; 
the  yoke    and  it  is  thought  to  be  peopled  with  one  luindred 
t!ikfSf  "ge  thoufand  fax  ages.     They  form,  as  in  other  parts 
at  Chaco.  of  thc  Ncw  World,  a  great  number  of  nations, 
forty- fix  or  forty-feven  of  which  are  very  impcr- 
fedly  known. 

This  region  is  traverfed  by  feveral  rivers. 
The  Pilcomayo,  more  confiderable  than  all  the 
reft,  i flues  from  the  province  of  Charcas,  and 
divides  into  two  branches,  feventy  leagues  before 
it  empties  itfelf  into  the  Rio  dc  la  Plata.  Thc 
courfe  of  this  river  appeared  to  be  the  mofl:  con- 
venient way  of  eflabliniing  fettled  connection^ 
Jjetwcen  Paraguay  and  Peru.  It  was  not,  howt- 
ever,  'till  1702,  that  an  attempt  was  made  to 
fail  up  it.  The  people  who  dwelt  upon  the 
banks,  underftood  very  well  that  they  fhould 
i'oouci  or  later  be  enflaved,  if  the  expedition  were 
ibccefsful  ;  and  they  prevented  this  misfortune 
by  malfacring  all  the  Spaniards  who  were  eijgage(;l 

NiKETEEN 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  191 

Nineteen  years  after,  the  Jefiiits  refumed  thisB  o  o  K 
grand  projcd ;  but  when  they  had  advanced  ,_Vli^ 
jhrce  hundred  and  fifty  leagues,  they  were  forced 
to  put  back,  becaufe  they  were  in  want  of  water 
to  continue  their  voyage.  They  were  blamed 
for  having  undertaken  it  in  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember, Oclober,  and  November,  which,  in 
thcfe  countries,  are  the  dry  feafons;  and  there  is 
no  doubt  but  that  the  enterprife  would  be  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  other  feafons  of  the  year. 

This  road  of  communication  muft  either  have 
appeared  lefs  advantageous,  or  muft  hive  pre- 
fented  greater  difficulties  than  were  at  firft  con- 
ceived, fince  no  attempt  hath  fince  been  made  to 
open  it.  The  government,  however,  have  not 
entirely  given  up  their  ancient  project  of  fub- 
duing  thcfe  people.  After  incredible  fatigues, 
and  which  were  for  a  long  time  ufelefs,  fomc 
milTionaries  have  at  length  fuccceded  in  fixing 
three  thoufand  of  thefe  wanderers,  in  fourteen 
villages,  feven  of  which  are  fituated  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Tucuman,  four  on  the  fide  of  Santa 
Cruz  de  la  Sierra,  two  towards  Taixa,  and 
only  one  in  the  neighbourhood  of  AlTumption 
liland. 

Notwithstanding    the  frequent   incurfionsT^^Spa- 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Chaco,  and  the  fury  of  fome  "^ed  hi"^~ 
other   iefs   numerous    colonies,    Spain   hath    fuc-  founding 
ceeded  in  forming  three  great  provinces   in  this '^'^'"^^'^'"s® 

.  .  ,  provinces. 

diilrid.     That  which  is  called  Tucuman,  is  even,  PecuHari- 
well  watered,  and  wholefome.      The  cotton  and  t'^^in  each 
the  corn  that  is  confumed  in  the  country,  is  cul-'*^^  ^™' 
tivated  there  with  the  greateft  fuccefs  ;  and  fomc 
experiments  have  fhewn,    that   indigo,    and    the 
other   productions  peculiar  to  the    New  World, 
would  thrive  there  as  well  as  in  any  of  the  fettle- 
ments  which  they  have  enriched  for    fo  long    a 
time.     The  foreils  are  ail  filled  with  lioney  ;  and 

there 
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BOOK  there  are  not,  perhaps,  better  pallurages  on  the 
^  "^-  face  of  the  globe.  Mod:  of  the  woods  are  of  a 
''  *^  fuperior  kind.  There  is  one  tree  in  particular, 
known  by  the  name  of  Quebracho,  which  is 
faid  to  be  nearly  as  hard,  as  weighty,  and  as 
durable  as  the  beft  marble,  and  which  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  of  conveyance,  is  fold  at  Potofi 
for  as  much  as  ten  tlioufand  livres  *.  That  por- 
tion of  the  Andes  which  is  in  this  dillrict  is 
abounding  in  gold  and  copper,  and  fomc  mines 
have  been  already  opened  there. 

But  it  would  require  an  infinite  number  of 
hands,  to  extract  from  this  immenfe  territory  the 
riches  it  contains.  Notwithflanding  this  thc^per- 
fons  who  give  the  mofl:  favourable  accounts  of  it's 
population  do  not  reckon  it  to  amount  to  more 
than  one  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants,  Spaniards, 
Indians,  and  Negroes.  They  are  collected  in 
fevcn  villages,  of  which  Saint  Yago  del  Edero  is 
the  principal,  or  are  diflributed  upon  fcattered 
domains,  fome  of  which  have  more  than  twelve 
leagues  in  extent,  and  reckon  as  far  as  forty 
thoufand  iiorncd  cattle,  and  fix  thoufand  horfes, 
without  including  other  herds  of  animals  of  lefs 
importance. 

Thk  province  which  is  particularly  called  Pa- 
raguay, is  much  too  damp,  on  account  of  the 
forcfts,  lakes,  and  rivers,  with  which  it  is  co- 
vered. Accordingly,  exclufive  of  the  celebrated 
millions  of  the  fame  name  which  belong  to  it,  it  is 
not  computed  to  contain  more  than  fifty-fix  thou- 
fand inhabitants.  Four  hundred  only  are  at  Af- 
fumptioM,  the  capital ;  two  other  villages,  which 
alfo  bear  the  names  of  towns,  have  Hill  a  lefs 
number.  Fourteen  colonies,  gov^erncd  upon  the 
fame  principle  as  thofe  of  the  Guaranis,  contain 

♦  416!.  133.  4d, 
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fix   thoufand  Indians.      All   the   reft  live  in    theB  O  O  K 
country  places,  where  they  cultivate  tobacco,  cot- ,    ^^^^• 
ton,  and  fugar,  which  are  fent,  with  the  herb  of 
Paraguay,   to  Buenos-Ayres,  from   whence   fome 
mercantile  articles  brought  from  Europe  are  re- 
ceived in  exchange. 

This  country  was  always  expofed  to  the  ex- 
curfions  of  the  Portuguefe  on  the  eaftern  fide,  and 
to  thofe  of  the  favages  on  the  north  and  on  the 
weft.  It  was  neceflary  to  adopt  fome  mode  of 
driving  back  enemies  that  were  moftly  impla- 
cable. Forts  were  conftru(5ted;  lands  were  appro- 
priated to  the  maintenance  of  them  ;  and  every 
citizen  bound  himfelf  to  defend  them  for  a  week 
in  every  month.  Thefe  arrangements,  anciently 
made,  ftill  fubfift.  If,  however,  this  fervice  ftiould 
be  difagreeable  to  any  one,  or  fhould  interfere 
with  his  bufinefs,  he  may  be  freed  from  it  by  pay- 
ing from  60  to  100  iivres  *,  according  to  his 
fortune. 

The  part  which  at  prefcnt  conftitutes  the  pro- 
vince of  Buenos-Ayres,  was  originally  part  of 
that  of  Paraguay.  It  was  not  feparated  from  it 
till  1621,  and  it  remained  for  a  long  time  in  the 
greateft  obfcurity.  A  fraudulent  trade,  which, 
after  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  was  opened  with  it 
by  the  fcttlements  of  the  Portuguefe  at  Saint  Sa- 
crament, and  which  enabled  it  to  form  fixed 
connexions  with  Chili  and  Peru,  imparted  to  it 
fome  adivity.  The  misfortune  that  happened  to 
the  fquadron  under  Pizarro,  who  in  1740  was 
commillioned  to  proted  the  South  Sea  again  ft  the 
forces  of  Great  Britain,  increafed  it's  population 
and  adivity.  They  both  received  an  addition  of 
extenfion  from  thofe  cnterpriling  men  who  fettled 
iu  this  country,  when  the  courts  of  Madrid  and 

*  From  2I.  ics.  to  4I.  js.  4d. 
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Kof  Lifbon  undertook  to  fix  the  too  uncertain 
limits  of  their  territory.  At  length,  the  war  car- 
ried on  in  1776,  between  thefe  two  powers,  with 
troops  fent  from  Europe,  contributed  to  give  flill 
greater  folidity  to  the  colony. 

At  prefent,  the  two  banks  of  the  river,  from 
the  ocean   to  Buenos-Ayres,    and  from    Buenos- 
Ayres  to  Santa-Fe,   are  either  covered  with  nu- 
merous flocks,  or  tolerably  well  cultivated.     Corn, 
maize,  fruits,  and  pulfe,  every  thing,  in  a  word, 
which  fupplies  the  ordinary  wants  of  life,  except 
wine  and  wood,  grows  there  in  great  abundance. 
Oftheca-      Buenos-Ayres,  the  Capital  of  the  colony,  unites 
Sg^ilav,  ^~  rna^^y  advantages.     The  fituation  is  healthy  and 
ai)dof'the  plcafant,  and  the  air  temperate.     It  is  regularly 
*^?h  ""  ^'•^•^^-       ^^'^  ftreets   are  wide,  and   compofed  of 
vigators     houfcs  that  are  extremely  low,  but  all  of  them 
mufi  fur-   are  embellifhed  with  a  garden  of  greater  or  lefs 
geuhere*.  extent.     The  public  and  private  buildings,  which 
fifty  years  ago  were  all  made  of  earth,  are  more 
folid  and    commodious,    fince    the    natives  have 
learned  the  art  of  making  brick  and  lime.     The 
number  of   inhabitants  amounts   to  thirty  thou- 
fand.     One  fide  of  the  town  is  defended  by  a  fort- 
refs,  with  a  garrifon  of  fix  or  feven  hundred  men  : 
and  the   reft  is   furrounded  by  the   river.     Two 
thoufand   nine    hundred   and   forty-three  militia, 
Spaniards,  Indians,  Negroes,  and  free  Mulattoe.;, 
are  alv/ays  ready  to  join  the  regulars. 

The  town  flands  fixty  leagues  from  the  fea. 
The  Ihips  get  to  it  by  tailing  up  a  river  that 
wants  depth,  is  full  of  iflands,  fhoals,  and  rocks, 
and  where  ftorms  are  more  frequent  and  more 
dreadful  than  on  the  ocean.  It  is  neceffary  to 
anchor  every  night  on  the  i'pot  they  come  to  ;  and 
on  the  moft  moderate  days,  a  pilot  muft  go  be- 
fore in  a  boat  to  found  the  way  for  the  fhip.  Af- 
ter having  furmounted  thcfe  difficulties,  the  (hips 
I  are 
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are  obliged  to  flop  at  the  diftance  of  three  leagues B  o  o  K 
from  the  town,  to  put  their  goods  on  board  fome     \^^^- 
light  veflels,  and  to  go  to  refit,  and  to  wait  for 
their  cargoes,  at  Incenada  de  Barragan,  fituated 
feven  or  eight  leagues  below. 

This  is  a  kind  of  village,  formed  by  fome  huts 
built  with  rufhes,  covered  with  hides,  and  fcat- 
tered  about  without  order.  Neither  magazines 
nor  fubfiftence  are  to  be  found  there ;  and  the 
place  is  inhabited  only  by  a  few  indolent  men,  from 
whom  fcarce  any  fervice  is  to  be  expected.  The 
mouth  of  a  river,  which  is  fiom  five  to  fix  thou- 
fand  toifes  broad,  ferves  it  for  a  harbour.  Nofliips 
that  draw  above  twelve  feet  of  water  can  enter  it. 
Veflels  that  require  more  depth  are  obliged  to 
take  refuge  behind  a  neighbouring  point,  where 
the  anchorage,  fortunately,  is  more  inconvenient 
than  dangerous. 

The  infufticiency  of  this  afylum  occafioned,  in 
1726,  the  town  of  Montevideo  to  be  built  forty 
leagues  below  Buenos-Ayres,  and  upon  a  bay 
which  is  two  leagues  in  depth.  It  is  defended  on 
the  fide  of  the  land  by  a  well-conftructed  cita- 
del ;  and  protected  on  the  fide  of  the  river  by 
batteries  judicioufiy  placed.  Unfortunately,  there 
are  not  more  than  four  or  five  fathoms  of  water, 
and  the  veflels  are  obliged  to  run  aground.  This 
is  no  great  inconvenience  for  the  merchantmen, 
but  the  men  of  war  perilh  fpeedily  upon  this 
mud,  and  are  eafily  vvarped.  Some  experienced 
navigators,  on  whom  nature  hath  bellowed  a 
fpirit  of  obfervation,  have  obferved,  that  with 
lirtle  labour  and  expence,  one  of  the  fined  har- 
bours in  the  world  might  have  been  conflruCled 
in  the  neighbourhood,  on  the  river  Saint  Lucia. 
In  order  to  effed  this,  the  only  thing  neceflary 
was  to  dig  away  the  bank  of  fand  which  rer.dcis 
the  entrance  of  it  difficult.  The  court  of  Madrid 
O  2  \vill 
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BOOK  will  fooner  or  later  be  obliged  to  adopt  tiiis  plafl ; 

^^^^'^^  fince  Maldonado,  which   was  their  only  hope,  is 

at  prefent  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  word 

harbours  in  the  world. 

Oftheherb     Xhe  Hcheft  producc  that  comes  from  the  three 

guay^Xe  Provinces,   is  the  herb  of  Paraguay.      It   is   the 

chief  rich-  leaf  of  3  middie-fizcd  tree,  which  hath  not  been 

es  of  the    Jefcribed  or  obferved  by  any  botanid.     The  tafte 

"^*      is  fimilar  to  that  of  mallows,  and  in  fhape  it  re- 

fembles  an  orange  tree.     It  is  divided  into   three 

forts.     The  fird,  called  caacuys^  is  the  bud  when 

it  jufl  begins  to  unfold  it's  leaves.     This  is  far  fu- 

pcrior  to  the   other  two,   but   will  not   keep    fo 

long,  and  it  is  therefore  difficult  to  export  it   to 

any  dillance.     The  next,  which  is  called  caamini^ 

is  the  full  grown  leaf  dripped  of  it's  ftalks.     If 

thcfe  be  left  on,  it  is  called  caaguaza^  which  is  the 

third  fort.     The  leaves  are  firit  roafted,  and  then 

kept  in  pits  digged   in  the  ground,  and  covered 

with  bulls  hides. 

The  mountains  of  Maracayu,  at  the  eaft  fide 
of  Paraguay,  furnidi  the  herb  that  is  mod 
cdeemed.  The  tree  which  produces  it  grows  in 
the  mardiy  vallics  that  lie  between  the  hills.  The 
city  of  Afliimption  fird  brought  this  produdion, 
which  was  the  delight  of  the  favages,  into  re- 
pute. The  exportation  of  it  procured  confider- 
able  riches  to  the  town.  But  this  advantage  was 
not  of  long  continuance,  for  all  the  Indians  of 
that  didridt  were  foon  lod  in  the  long  voyage 
they  were  obliged  to  take.  The  whole  country 
became  a  defert  for  forty  leagues  round  the  city, 
and  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  give  up  this 
trade,  which  was  the  only  fource  of  their  wealth. 

To  this  fiid  mart  fucceeded  that  of  Villa  Rica, 
which  was  nearer  to  the  production  by  thirty- fix 
leagues.     This  alfo  .foon  came  to  nothing,  for  the 

fame 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  197 

fame  reafon  as  had   occafioncd  the  fall  of  that  toB  o  o  K 
which  it  had  fucceeded,  . 

At  length,  in  the  beginning  of  the  century, 
Cunuguati  was  built,  at  the  diftance  of  a  hundred 
leagues  from  AiTumption,  and  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  of  Maracayu.  It  is  at  prefent  the 
great  market  for  the  herb  of  Paraguay ;  but  a 
competition  hath  lately  rifen  up  againft  it,  from 
a  quarter  where  there  was  no  reafon  toexpe6lone. 

The  Guaranis,  who  at  firfl  gathered  the  herb 
only  in  fufficient  quantity  for  thefr  own  confump- 
tion,  colleded  it,  in  procefs  of  time,  for  fale. 
This  employment,  and  the  length  of  the  voyage, 
kept  them  abfent  from  their  colonies  for  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  year.  During  this  interval, 
they  were  all  deprived  of  inftrudion.  Many  of 
them  perifhed  by  change  of  air  and  fatigue. 
Some  grew  weary  of  this  laborious  employment, 
and  retired  into  the  woods,  where  they  refumcd 
their  former  way  of  life.  Befides,  the  miflions, 
deprived  of  their  defenders,  were  expofed  to  the 
inroads  of  the  enemy.  Thefe  evils  were  too  nu- 
merous. To  obviate  them,  the  Jefuits  procured 
feeds  from  Maracayu,  and  fowed  them  in  thofe 
parts  of  the  land  that  were  moft  analagous  to  the 
foil  they  were  brought  from.  They  grew  up  very 
rapidly,  and  have  not  degenerated,  at  leafl  in 
any  fenfible  degree. 

The  produce  of  thefe  plantations,  added  to  that 
which  grows  fpontaneoufly,  is  very  confiderable. 
Part  of  this  remains  in  the  three  provinces.  Chili 
and  Peru  confume  annually  twenty-five  thoufand 
quintals  of  it,  which  coil  them  near  two  millions 
of  livres  *. 

This  herb,  which  the  Spaniards  and  other  in- 
habitants of  South  America  take  Co  much  delight 

*  83,3331.  <s,  84- 
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B  o  O  Kin,  and  to  which  they  attribute  fo  many  virtue?, 
^'*''  is  in  general  ule  through  this  pnrt  of  the  New 
World.  It  is  dried  and  reduced  almoft  to  pow- 
der, then  put  into  a  cup  with  fugar,  lemon-juice, 
and  fweet-fcented  pafte  ^  boiling  water  is  after- 
wards thrown  upon  it,  and  it  is  drunk  off  di- 
reiflly,  before  it  hath  time  to  turn  black. 

The  herb  of  Paraguay  is  of  no  confequence  to 
Europe,  which  doth  not  confume  any  of  it ;  nor 
do  we  interefl  ourfelves  more  about  the  tr^de, 
which  this  diftrid  carries  on  with  the  other  regions 
of  the  New  World,  in  excellent  mules. 

This  ufeful  animal  is  generally  multiplied  upon 
the  territory  of  Buenos -Ayres.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  Tucuman  carry  there  woods  for  building, 
and  wax,  which  they  exchange  every  year  for 
fixty  thoufand  mules  of  two  years  old,  which  for- 
merly coft  no  more  than  three  livres*  each,  but 
which  now  cofl  from  eight  to  ten  |.  They  are 
kept  fourteen  months  in  the  paftures  of  Cordova, 
eight  in  thofe  of  Salta,  and  are  conduded  through 
roads  of  fix,  fcven,  and  nine  hundred  leagues,  by 
herds  of  fifteen  hundred  or  two  thoufand,  into 
Peru,  where  they  are  fold  near  Oruro,  Cufco,  and 
Guanca-Velica,  at  the  rate  of  feventy  or  a  hun- 
dred livres  J,  according  to  the  greater  or  lefs  dif- 
tance  they  come  from. 

Beside  this,  the  Tucuman  furnilTies  to  Polofi 
fixtcen  or  eighteen  thoufand  oxen,  and  four  or 
five  thrtufand  horfes,  brought  forth  and  reared 
upon  it's  own  territory.  This  diflridt  would  fup- 
ply  twenty  times  as  much  of  both,  if  it  werepof- 
fible  to  find  a  mart  for  them. 

It  will  perhaps  be  a  matter  of  more  confe- 
quence to  our  merchants,  to  know  the  route  thq 
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cargoes  take,  which  they  fend  into  this  part  of  this^  9  9^ 
hemifphere. 

There  is  ftldom  any  connedlion  between  the 
villages  fcattered  over  this  region,  at  a  great  dif- 
tance  from  each  other.  Befide  that  it  could  not 
be  kept  up  without  great  fatigue  and  much  dan- 
ger, it  would  be  of  little  ufe  to  men  who  have 
not  any  thing,  or  who  have  fcarce  any  thing,  to 
offer  or  to  require.  Buenos  Ay  res  alone  was 
much  interefted  in  finding  a  vent  for  the  mer- 
chandife  it  received  from  Europe,  fometimes  open- 
ly, and  fometimes  fraudulently  ;  and  it  at  laft  fuc- 
ceeded  in  opening  a  tolerably  regular  trade  with 
Chili  and  with  Peru.  Originally  the  caravans, 
which  carried  on  this  traffic,  had  recourfe  to  the 
ufe  of  the  needle  to  condud  them  through  the  vaft 
deferts  they  were  obliged  to  travcrfe  ;  but  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time  they  have  travelled  without  this'inftru- 
ment,  which  is  fo  neceffary  for  other  purpofes  of 
much  greater  importance. 

At  prefent,  carriages  fet  out  from  Buenos- 
Ayres  for  their  refpeftive  deftinations.  Several 
of  them  go  together,  in  order  to  be  able  to  refift 
the  favage  nations  which  attack  them  on  their 
march.  They  are  all  drawn  by  four  oxen,  carry 
fifty  quintals,  and  travel  kven  leagues  a  day. 
Thofe  which  take  the  route  of  Peru  flop  at  Ju- 
gey,  after  having  gone  over  four  hundred  and 
fixty-feven  leagues ;  and  thofe  which  are  deflined 
for  Chili  have  no  more  than  two  hundred  and 
fixty-four  to  go  over  to  reach  Mendoza.  The 
firfl  receive  four  piaflrcs,  or  twenty-one  livres 
eight  fols  *  per  quintal ;  and  the  fecond  a  price 
proportioned  to  the  fpace  they  have  travelled  over. 
Thefe  carriages  are  always  followed  by  a  herd  of 
v*'oolly  and  horned  cattle.     The  travellers  who  arc 

*  i^s.   i©d. 
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BOO  K  tired  or  fatigued  with  the  carriage  ride  upon  the 
^_^J_J^  horfes ;  the  oxen  ferve  both  for  food,  and  alfo  for 
change  in  the  harnefs. 

The  year  1764,  was  the  fortunate  period  of  an- 
other ufeful  inftitution.  The  miniftry  had  at 
length  determined  to  difpatch,  every  two  months, 
from  Corunna,  a  packet-boat  for  Buenos-Ayres. 
This  was  a  flaple  from  which  it  was  neccfTary  to 
fend  the  letters  and  paflTengers  into  all  the  Spanifh 
pofTeflions  in  the  South  Sea.  The  pafTage  was 
nine  hundred  and  forty-fix  leagues  to  Lima,  and 
three  hundred  and  fixty-four  to  St.  Yago  ;  and 
a  part  of  this  vaft  fpace  was  occupied  by  im- 
menfe  deftrts.  An  adive  and  intelligent  man 
contrived,  however,  to  eftablilh  a  regular  poft 
from  the  capital  of  Paraguay,  to  the  capitals  of 
Peru  and  Chili,  to  the  great  advantage  of  the 
three  colonies,  and  confequently  of  the  mother- 
country. 

Paraguay  fends  fevcral  articles  of  greater  or 
lefs  importance  to  Spain  ;  but  they  have  all  been 
brought  there  from  neighbouring  diftrids.  The 
only  thing  it  furnifhes  from  it's  own  territory  \a 
hides. 

When  the  Spaniards  forfook  Buenos  Ay  res  in 
1539,  in  order  to  go  up  the  river  again,  they  left 
in  the  neighbouring  fields  fome  horned  cattle, 
which  they  had  brougln  over  from  their  own 
country.  They  multiplied  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
when  the  town  was  re-eflablifhed,  no  one  chofe  to 
appropriate  them.  It  was  afterwards  found  ufeful 
to  knock  them  on  the  head,  in  order  to  fell  their 
hides  in  Europe.  The  manne^-  of  doing  this  is 
remarkable. 

A  NUMBER  of  huntfmen  on  horfcback  repair  to 

fuch  places  as  are  modly  frequented   by  the  wild 

bulls.     Each  huntfman  purfues  the  bull  he  fixes 

Tipon,  and  hamftrings  him  wiih  a  (liarp  iron  cut 

2  in 
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in  the  fhape  of  a  crefcent,  and  faflened  to  a  longB  o  o  k 
handle.  When  the  animal  falls  down,  the  huntf-^^^^l^ 
man  attacks  others,  and  difables  them  in  the  fame 
manner.  After  feme  days  fpent  in  this  violent 
exercife,  thehuntfmen  return  in  fearchof  the  bulls 
they  have  difabled,  which  they  flay,  carry  away 
the  hides,  and  fometimes  the  tongues  and  the  fat : 
the  reft  they  leave  to  be  devoured  by  wild  dogs 
or  vultures 

The  price  of  hides  was  fo  low  at  firft,  that 
they  coft  no  more  than  twolivres*;  though  the 
buyers  refufed  thofe  that  had  the  leaft  defed:, 
becaufe  they  were  fubjed  to  the  fame  tax  as 
others  that  were  in  the  beft  condition.  In  procefs 
of  time,  the  number  of  them  diminifhed  fo 
much,  that  it  was  necefTary  to  give  forty-three 
livres  four  fols  f  for  the  large  ones ;  thirty-feven 
livres  fixteen  fols  |  for  thofe  of  an  intermediate 
fize ;  and  thirty-two  livres  eight  fols  §  for  the 
fmall  ones.  The  government,  which  faw  with 
regret  this  branch  of  commerce  gradually  reduced 
to  nothing,  forbade  the  killing  of  the  young 
bulls.  Some  adtive  inhabitants  colleded  a  great 
number  of  heifers  in  immenfe  parks ;  and  fince 
thefe  innovations  have  been  made,  the  hides, 
which  have  all  the  hair  on,  and  which  weigh  from 
twenty  to  fifty  pounds,  have  been  lowered  about  a 
third  in  their  price.  They  all  pay  eleven  livres  |[ 
to  government. 

From  i'748  to  1753,  Spain  received  annually 
from  this  colony  8,752,065  livres^.  The  gold 
that  made  part  of  this  fum  amounted  to  1,524,705 
livres**;  the  filver,  to  3,780,000  livres ff;  and 
the  produdions  to  3,447,360  livrts  J  J.     The  laft 

*  IS.  8d.  -f-  il.  j6s. 
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3  o  O  K  article  was  compofed  of  three  hundred  quintals  of 
,  —^!|;_.  Vicuna  wooI»  which  produced  207,360  livres*; 
and  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  ihoufand  hides,  which 
brought  3,240,000  hv res  f.  AH  this  was  for  the 
benefit  of  trade,  jjnd  none  of  it  belonged  to  the 
government. 

The  mother-country  will  foon  receive  from 
this  re^on  other  articles  of  value;  both  becaufe 
the  colony  of  Saint  Sacrament,  through  which 
the  riches  ufed  to  flow,  is  now  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  becaufe  Paraguay 
hath  acquired  a  llate  of  greate;-  iipport^nce  than 
that  which  it  enjoyed. 
A  fortu-  Tni''  immenfe empire  which  Caftile  had  founded 
rat«inno--j^   South  Amcrica,   was  for  a  longtime  fubordi- 

vation,  _  '      1  •    r       »-T-«i  1 

whichmiift  nate  to  one  imgle  chier.  The  parts  that  were 
'"^P[o^«  diflant  from  the  center  of  authority,  were  then 
pai-agJay.  nccefl'arily  abandoned  to  the  caprices,  the  inex- 
perience, and  the  rapacity  of  a  multitude  of  fub- 
altern  tyrants.  No  Spaniard,  and  no  Indian,  was 
mad  enough  to  travel  thoufands  of  miles  in  order 
to  lay  claim  tojuftice,  which  he  was  almoft  certain 
of  not  obtaining.  The  force  of  habit,  which  fo 
often  flifles  the  voice  of  reafon,  and  which  go- 
verns flates  with  dill  more  abfolute  fway  than  it 
does  individuals,  prevented  men  from  difcerning 
the  true  caufe  of  (o  many  calamities.  A-t  length 
the  confufion  becamp  fo  general,  that  what  is  call- 
ed the  New  Kingdom  of  Granada  was  detached, 
in  1718,  from  this  enormous  extent  of  dominion. 
It  dill  remained  much  too  confiderable ;  and  the 
miniftry  have  again  con.fined  it,  in  1766,  by  form- 
ing of  part  of  the  diocefe  of  Cufco,  of  the  whole 
f)f  that  of  La  Paz,  of  the  Arfhbidiopric  of  La 
Plata,  of  the  provinces  of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra, 
nf  Cuyo,  of  Tucuman,  and  of  Paraguay,  another 
viceroyalty  ;  the  feat  of  which  is  at  Buenos-Ayres. 
Xhe  government  will,  undoubtedly,  foon  rcgu- 
« 8,6^0 1.  +  i3s,oooi.  late 
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late  the  deftiny  of  thefe  Angular  miiTions,  which  B  q  o  iv 
have   been  rendered  equally    celebrated    by  the^^J_/^^ 
praifes  of  their  panegyrifts,  as  by  the  fatires  of  their 
detra(ftors. 

America  had  been  laid  wafle  during  the  courfe  Principles 
©f  a  century,  when  the  Tefuits  conveyed  there  °"  ^y^''^!^ 
that  indefatigable  activity,  which,  rrom  their  founded 
firfl  origin,  had  made  them  fo  fingularly  remark-  their  mif- 
able.  Thefe  enterprifing  men  could  not  recall  i-aguay.  ^~ 
from  the  tomb,  the  too  numerous  vidims  which 
had  been  unfortunately  plunged  into  it  by  a  blind 
ferocioufnefs  ;  they  could  not  drag  out  of  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  the  timid  Indians  whom  the 
avarice  of  the  conquerors  obliged  daily  to  de- 
fcend  there.  Their  tender  anxiety  was  turned 
towards  the  favages,  whom  a  wandering  life  had, 
'till  then,  preferved  from  the  fword  and  from  ty- 
ranny. The  plan  was  to  draw  them  out  of  their 
forefts  and  to  collect  them  into  a  national  body^ 
but  at  a  diftance  from  the  places  inhabited  by  the 
oppreffors  of  the  New  Hemifphere.  Thefe  views 
were  crowned  with  more  or  lefs  fuccefs,  in  Cali- 
fornia, among  the  Moxos,  among  the  Chiquitos, 
upon  the  river  Amazon,  and  in  fome  other  coun- 
tries. Neverthelefs,  none  of  their  inftitutions 
acquired  fo  great  a  degree  of  fplendour  as  that 
which  was  formed  at  Paraguay ;  becaufe  it  had 
for  it's  bafis  the  maxims  followed  by  the  Incas  in 
the  government  of  their  empire,  and  in  their  con- 
quefts. 

The  defcendants  of  Manco  Capac,  ufed  to 
march  to  their  frontiers  with  armies,  which  at 
leafl  knew  how  to  obey,  to  fight,  and  to  intrench 
themfelves  ^  and  who,  together  with  better  cften- 
five  weapons  than  thofe  of  the  favages,  had  alio 
(bields  and  defenfive  weapons,  whicii  their  ene- 
mies had  not.  They  propofed  to  the  nation  which 
(hey  wanted  to  unite  to  their  governir.eiit,  to  em- 
brace 
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BooKbrace   their  religion,  laws,  and  manners.     Tlicfc 

^ '     invitations  were  moll  commonly  rtj-cfted.     Frelh 

deputies  were  fent,  who  urged  thefc  matters  more 
flrenuoufly  than  the  former.  Sometimes  they 
were  murdered  ;  and  the  favages  fell  fuddenly 
upon  thofe  whom  they  reprefented.  The  troops 
that  were  attacked,  had  generally  the  advantage  ; 
but  they  fufpended  the  fight  the  inllant  they  had 
gained  the  vidory  ;  and  treated  their  prifoners  fo 
kindly,  that  they  afterwards  infpired  their  com- 
panions with  an  afl^dion  for  a  conqueror  fo  hu- 
mane. A  Peruvian  army  feldom  began  the  at- 
tack, and  the  Inca  hath  often  been  known  to  for- 
bear hoflilities,  even  after  he  had  experienced  the 
perfidy  of  the  barbarians,  and  fcveral  of  his  foldi- 
ers  had  been  murdered. 

The  Jekiits,  who  had  no  army,  confined  them- 
felves  to  the  arts  of  perfuafion.  They  penetrated 
into  the  forefts  in  fearch  of  the  favages,  and  pre- 
vailed upon  them  to  renounce  their  old  cuftoms 
and  prejudices,  to  embrace  a  religion  which  they 
did  not  com.prehend,  and  to  enjoy  the  fweets  of 
fociety,  to  which  they  were  before  flrangers. 

The  Incas  had  another  advantage  over  the  Je- 
fuits,  which  was  the  nature  of  their  religion, 
calculated  to  (Irike  the  fenfes.  It  is  a  more 
cafy  matter  to  perfuade  men  to  worfhip  the  fun, 
which  feems  to  announce  it's  own  divinity  to  mor" 
tals,  tlian  to  adore  an  invifible  God,  and  to  be- 
lieve doctrines  and  my  I!  erics  which  they  cannot 
comprehend.  Accordingly,  the  milUonarics  had 
the  prudence  to  civilize  the  favages  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  before  they  attempted  to  convert  them. 
They  did  not  pretend  to  make  them  Chrirtiaris, 
*till  they  had  made  them  men.  As  foon  as  they 
had  got  them  together,  they  began  to  procure 
them  every  advantage  liiey  had  promiled  them, 
and  induced  them  to  embrace  Ciuiltia;iity,  when, 

by 
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by  making  them  bappy,  they  had  contributed  to  B  O  o  K 
render  them  tradlable. 

They  imitated  the  example  of  the  Incas  in  the 
divifion  of  the  lands  into  three  fhares;  for  reli- 
gious purpofcs,  for  the  public,  and  for  indivi- 
duals-, they  encouraged  working  for  orphans,  old 
people  and  foldiers  •,  they  rewarded  great  adions  ; 
they  infpedted  or  cenfcred  the  morals  of  the  peo- 
ple; they  pradifed  acls  of  benevolence;  they 
eftablirhed  feftivals,  and  intermixed  them  with 
laborious  employments;  they  appointed  military 
exercifes,  kept  up  a  fpirit  of  fubordination,  in- 
vented prefervatives  againft  idlenefs,  and  infpired 
them  with  refped:  for  religion  and  virtue  -.  in  a 
word,  whatever  was  valuable  in  the  legiflation  of 
the  Incas,  was  adopted,  or  even  improved  upon 
at  Paraguay. 

The  Incas  and  the  Jefuits  had  alike  eflablifhed 
fuch  a  fyftem  of  regularity  and  order,  as  pre- 
vented the  commilTion  of  crimes,  and  removed 
the  neceflity  of  punilliment.  There  was  hardl/ 
fuch  a  thing  as  a  delinquent  in  Paraguay.  The 
morals  of  the  people  were  good,  and  were  main- 
tained in  this  ftate  of  purity  by  ftill  milder  me- 
thods than  had  been  made  ufe  of  in  Peru.  The 
laws  had  been  fevere  in  that  empire,  they  were  not 
fo  among  the  Guaranis.  Punifhrnents  were  not 
dreaded  there,  and  men  feared  nothing  but  the 
reproach  of  their  own  confcience. 

After  the  example  of  the  Incas,  the  Jefuits 
had  eflablifhed  the  theocratical  government,  with 
an  additional  advantage  peculiar  to  the  Chriflian 
religion,  this  was  the  practice  of  confefllon  ; 
which,  in  Paraguay,  brought  the  guilty  perfon 
to  the  feet  of  the  magiftrare.  There,  far  from 
palliating  his  crime,  remorfe  made  him  rather 
aggravate  it  ;  and  inftead  of  endeavouring  to 
elude   his  punifliment,    he    implored   it    on    his 

knees. 
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BOOK  knees.  The  more  public  and  fevere  it  was,  the 
more  did  it  contribute  to  quiet  his  confciencc. 
By  thefe  means,  punifhment,  which  in  all  other 
places  is  the  terror  of  the  guilty,  was  here  con- 
r.dercd  as  a  fource  of  confolation  to  them,  as  it 
Itifled  the  pangs  of  remorfe  by  the  expiation  of 
the  guilt.  The  people  of  Paraguay  had  no  civil 
laws,  becaufe  they  knew  of  no  property  •,  nor  had 
they  any  criminal  ones,  becaufe  every  one  was 
his  own  accufer,  and  voluntarily  fubmittcd  to  pu- 
nifhment :  their  only  laws  were  the  precepts  of 
religion.  Theocracy  would  be  the  moft  excel- 
lent of  all  governments,  if  it  were  poflible  to 
prcferve  it  in  it's  purity;  but  to  effect  this,  it 
would  be  necell'ary  that  religion  fhould  teach 
nothing  but  the  duties  of  fociety  ;  that  it  fhould 
confidcr  nothing  as  a  crime  but  what  violates  the 
natural  rights  of  mankind  •,  that  it's  precepts 
ihould  not  fubflitute  prayers  in  lieu  of  labour, 
vain  ceremonies  inftcad  of  works  of  charity,  or 
Imaginary  fcruplcs  to  juft  remorfe.  This  was 
not  entirely  the  cafe  at  Paraguay.  The  Spanifh 
mifl'ionarics  had  brought  along  with  them  too  ma- 
ny of  their  monaftic  notions  and  pradices.  Per- 
haps, however,  fo  much  good  had  never  been  done 
to  me;],  with  fo  little  injiuy. 

There  were  more  arts  and  conveniences  in  the 
republics  of  the  Jefuits,  than  there  liad  been  even 
in  Cufco  itfelf,  without  more  luxury.  The  u(c 
of  coin  was  unknown  there.  The  watchmaker, 
weaver,  lockfmith,  and  taylor,  all  depofited  thejr 
works  in  public  warehoufes.  They  were  fupplied 
with  every  necelTary  of  life  j  and  the  hufbandman 
had  laboured  for  them.  The  rehgious  inftitutors, 
afliftcd  by  magiftrates  who  were  chofen  by  the 
people,  attended  to  the  ftvcral  wants  of  the  whole 
community. 

There 
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There  was  no  diftindtion  of  ftations  ;  and  it  isB  O  O  K 

the  only  fojiety  on  earth  where  men  enjoyed  that,^_2/Jf^^ 
equality  which  is  tlie  fecond  of  all  bleliings  j  for 
liberty  is  undoubtedly  the  firft. 

The  Incas  and  the  Jefuits  have  both  infpired 
men  with  a  reverence  for  religion,  by  the  dazzling 
pomp  of  external  ceremonies.  The  temples  of  the 
fun  were  as  well  conftrudled,  and  as  well  orna- 
mented, as  the  imperfedl  ftate  of  the  arts  and  of 
the  materials  would  allow  them  to  be;  and  the 
churches  in  Paraguay  are  really  very  beautiful. 
Sacred  mufic,  that  awakened  their  fenfibility,  af- 
feding  hymns,  lively  paintings,  the  pomp  of  cere- 
monies :  every  thing,  in  a  word,  confpired  to  at- 
tract, and  to  detain  the  Indians  in  thefe  places  of 
divine  worlliip,  where  they  found  pleafure  blended 
with  the  exercifes  of  piety. 

It  fhould  feem  that  men  muft  have  multiplied  R-eafons 
confiderably  under  a  government  where  none  were  preUmri 
idle,   or   fatigued  with  labour;    where  the   food theincreafe 
w'as  equal  in  wholefomenefs,  plenty,  and  Quality*'/ P^P"'^" 
tor  all  the  citizens ;  wrftre  every  one  was  conve-  th?fe  ce- 
niently  lodged  and  well  clothed;  where  the  aged '^^'"^'^^ 
and  the  fick,  the  widows  and  orphans,  were  aflilied"^'  ^°^'' 
in  a  manner  unknown   in  all  other  parts  of  the 
world  ;  where  every  one  married  from  choice  and 
not  from   intereft,   and  where  a  number  of  chil- 
dren   was   confidered   as  a   blefiing,    and    could 
never    be   burdenfome :    where  debauchery,  the 
neceflary  confequence  of  idlenefs,   which  equally 
corrupts  the  opulent  and  the  poor,  never    tended 
to   abridge   the  term  of  human    life  ;   where  no- 
thing ferved  to  excite  artificial  paiTions,  or  cor.- 
tradided  ihofe  that  are  regulated  by  nature  and 
reafon ;  where  the  people  enjoyed  the  advantages 
of  trade,  and  were  not  expofed  to  the  contagion  of 
vice  and  luxury;  where  plentiful  magazines,  and  a 
friendly  intertourfe  between  nations,  united  in  the 

bonds 
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BOOK  bonds  of  the  fame  religion,  were  a  fecurity  againd 
^__J'J^^  any  fcarcity  that  miglit  happen  from  the  incon- 
ftancy  or  inclemency  of  the  feafons  ;  where  public 
jullice  had  never  been  reduced  to  the  cruel  necef- 
fity  of  condemning  a  fmgle  malefactor  to  death, 
to  ignominy,  or  to  any  punilhment  of  long  du- 
ration ;  where  the  very  names  of  a  tax  or  a  law- 
fuir,  ihofe  two  terrible  fcourges  which  every  where 
elfe  affli(ft  mankind,  were  unknown  ;  fuch  a  coun- 
try mull  naturally  be  expeded  to  have  been  the 
mofl-  populous  in  the  world  ^  and  yet  it  was  far 
fiom  being  Co. 

Thfs  empire,  which  beg;in  in  the  year  1610, 
extends  from  the  river  Parana,  which  runs  into 
the  Parcigua  under  the  20th  degree  of  fouth  lati- 
tude, to  the  Uragua  that  falls  into  the  lame  river 
towards  the  ■:;4th  degree.  On  the  banks  of  thofc 
two  great  rivers,  which  defcerid  from  the  moun- 
tains near  Brazil,  in  the  fertile  plains  that  lie  be- 
tween them,  the  Jefuits  had  already,  in  1676,  fet- 
tled twenty-two  colonies  ;  though  no  account  hath 
been  given  of  their  degree  of  population.  In  i  -702, 
there  were  iv/enty-nine,  confiding  in  all  of  22,761 
families,  which  amounted  to  89,491  fouls.  No 
account,  that  can  be  depended  upon,  ever  made 
the  number  of  \illages  amount  to  more  than 
thirty-two,  nor  that  of  the  inhabitants  to  more 
than  121,168. 

These  religious  legiflators  have  long  been 
fufpedted  of  concealing  the  number  of  their  fub- 
jcdts,  with  a  view  of  defrauding  Spain  of  the  tri- 
bute thefe  people  had  volu.'itaiily  fubmicted  to 
pay  i  and  the  court  of  Madrid  hath  difcovered 
Ibme  anxiety  on  that  account.  An  cxjd:  inquiry 
bath  difpelled  thofc  injurious  and  ill-grounded 
fufpicions.  Can  it  with  any  probability  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  a  fociety,  whofe  idol  was  always  glory, 
Ihould,  for  a  mean  and  fordid  intcreft,  facritice  a 

fenfe 
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fenfe  of  greatnefs,  adequate  to  the  majefty  of  anB  o  o  K 
eftablifhment  they  were  forming  with   fo   much     ^'^^^• 
care  and  pains? 

Those  who  were  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
genius  of  the  fociety,  to  charge  it  with  fuch  in- 
jurious and  ilHberal  accufations,  have  pretended 
that  the  number  of  the  Guaranis  did  not  increafe, 
becaufe  they  perifhed  by  working  in  the  mines. 
This  accufation,  urged  above  a  hundred  years 
ago,  hath  been  propagated  by  the  fame  fpirit  of 
avarice,  envy,  and  malignity,  that  firft  invented 
it.  The  greater  pains  the  Spanifh  miniftry  have 
employed  in  fearch  of  thefe  hidden  treafures,  the 
more  they  have  been  convinced  that  they  were  all 
chimerical.  If  the  Jefuits  had  difcovered  any 
fuch  treafures,  they  certainly  would  have  taken 
care  to  conceal  the  difcovf.ry  ;  which,  if  kno'vn, 
would  have  introduced  every  kind  of  vice  ;  by 
which  their  empire  would  foon  have  been  fub- 
verted,  and  their  power  totally  deftroyed. 

Others  are  of  opinion  that  the  oppreflion  of 
monkifh  government  mufl  have  checked  the  po- 
pulation of  the  Guaranis.  But  opprellion  con- 
lifts  in  impofmg  labour  and  exacting  tribute 
by  compulfion  ;  in  arbitrary  levies  of  men  or 
money  to  fupply  armies  and  fleets,  deftined  for 
deftrudion  ;  in  the  violent  execution  of  laws 
made  without  the  confent  of  the  people,  and  con- 
trary to  the  remonftrances  of  the  magifl:rates;  in 
the  violation  of  public,  and  the  eftablifhment  of 
private  privilege ;  in  the  inconfifliency  of  the 
principles  of  an  authority,  which,  under  pretence 
of  being  founded  by  divine  will  on  the  right  of 
the  fword,  lays  claim  to  every  thing  by  the  one, 
and  commands  every  thing  by  the  other  ;  which 
makes  ufe  of  force  to  eftablifli  religion,  and  of 
religion  to  influence  the  decifions  of  juftice :  this 
is  oppreflion.     But  it  can  never  exill,  where  every 

Vol.  III.  P  adion 
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BOO  Kadlion  is  the  refult  of  voluntary  fubmifTion,  and 
^^^^'  proceeds  from  inclination  founded  on  convidlion, 
and  where  nothing  is  done  but  from  choice  and 
full  approbation.  This  is  that  gentle  fway  of 
opinion,  the  only  one,  perhaps,  that  it  is  lawful 
for  one  man  to  exercife  over  another,  becaufe  it 
makes  thofe  people  happy  who  fubmit  to  it. 
Such,  undoubtedly,  was  that  of  the  Jefuits  in 
Paraguay,  fince  whole  nations  came  voluntarily 
to  incorporate  themfelvcs  into  their  government, 
and  none  have  ever  thrown  off  the  yoke.  It 
cannot  be  pretended  that  fifty  miflionaries  could 
have  been  able  to  compel  a  hundred  thoufand 
Indians  to  be  their  flaves,  who  had  it  in  their 
power  cither  to  mafTacre  their  priefts,  or  to  take 
refuge  in  thedeferts.  This  ftrange  paradox  would 
be  equally  rejedled  by  men  of  a  fanguineor  of  a 
credulous  dilpofition. 

Some  perlbns  have  fufpeded  that  the  Jefuits, 
had  propagated  that  love  of  celibacy  among 
their  people,  which  was  fo  prevalent  in  Europe 
in  the  dark  ages  of  ignorance,  and  is  not  yet 
entirely  eradicated,  notwithftanding  it  hath  con- 
ftantly  been  urged  how  contrary  it  is  to  nature, 
reafon,  and  fociety.  But  this  opinion  is  entirely 
without  foundation.  The  miflionaries  have  never 
even  given  any  idea  to  their  converts,  of  a 
fuperftition  which  was  totally  improper  and 
inconfiflcnt  with  I'he  climate ;  and  would  have 
been  fufficient  to  prejudice  them  againft:  their 
bed  inftitutions,  or  to  defeat  the  defign  of 
them. 

Politicians  have  further  endeavoured  to  ac- 
count for  the  want  of  population  among  the 
Guaranis,  from  their  having  no  property.  The 
idea  under  which  we  confider  property,  namely 
as  a  fource  of  the  increafe  both  of  men  and  fub- 
fiftence,  is  an  unqucftionable  truth  j  but  fuch  is 

the 
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the  fate  of  the  befl  inftitutions,  that  our  errors B  O  O  K 
will  often  threaten  their  deftruction.  Under  the.  ^^^'' 
law  of  property,  when  it  is  attended  with  avarice, 
ambition,  luxury,  a  multitude  of  imaginary 
wants,  and  various  other  irregularities  arifirg 
from  the  imperfedio'is  of  our  governments,  and 
from  the  bounds  of  our  pofTciiions,  either  too 
confined,  or  too  extended,  prevent,  at  the  fame 
time,  both  the  fertility  of  our  lands  and  tiic 
increafe  of  our  fpecies.  Thefc  inconveniences 
exifled  not  in  Paraguay.  All  were  fure  of  fub- 
fiftence  ;  confequenily  all  enjoyed  the  great  ad- 
vantages of  property,  though  deprived,  in  a  flrict 
fenfe,  of  the  right  to  it.  This  privation  cannot 
juftly  be  confidered  as  the  reafon  that  hath  im- 
peded the  progrefs  of  population  amo'^g  them. 

A  MERCENARY  Writer,  or  one  who  is  blinded 
by  his  hatred,  hath  ventured  to  publilli,  lately, 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  univerfe,  that  the  terri- 
tory occupied  by  the  Guaranis  could  not  fubfift 
more  than  the  number  of  men  who  exifted  upon 
it,  and  that  the  milfionaries,  rather  tnan  fuller 
them  to  extend  themfclves  fo  as  to  have  an  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  Spaniards,  had  themfelves 
flopped  the  progrefs  of  population,  by  per- 
fuadirg,  as  it  is  faid,  their  converts  to  let  their 
children  perilTi,  becaufe  they  would  be  fo  many 
beings  predefined  to  falvation,  and  fo  many 
protestors  to  them.  Man  or  devil !  v/hichever 
thou  art,  haft  thou  reflected  upon  the  atrociouf- 
nefs,  and  the  cxtxavagaiice  of  thy  accufation  ? 
Haft  thou  any  idea  of  the  infult  thou  haft  offered 
to  thy  rulers,  and  to  thy  fellow-citizeis,  in  fup- 
pofing  that  thou  fhouldft  obtain  their  favour  or 
their  efteem  by  fuch  afperfions?  How  much  muft 
ihy  nation  have  degenerated  from  the  dignity  and 
generofity  of  it's  charadei,  if  it  did  not  partake 
of  my  indignation  upon  this  occafion  ! 

P  2  To 


211  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  To  the  chimerical  notions  we  have  been  re- 
futing, let  us  endeavour  to  fubftitute  the  real, 
or  the  probable  caufes  of  this  deficiency  of  popu- 
lation. 

First,  the  Portuguefe  of  St.  Paul,  in  1631, 
deftroycd  twelve  or  thirteen  communities  in  the 
province  of  Guayra,  bordering  upon  Brazil. 
Thefe  ruffians,  whofe  number  did  not  amount  to 
more  than  two  hundred  and  feventy-five,  could 
not  indeed  bring  away  more  than  nine  hundred 
of  the  twenty-two  thoufand  Guaranis  that  com- 
pofed  this  rifing  colony :  but  feveral  of  them 
were  deftroyed  by  mifery  and  by  the  fword. 
Several  of  them  returned  to  their  favage  life. 
Scarce  twelve  thoufand  of  them  efcaped  upon  the 
borders  of  the  Parana  and  of  the  Uruguay,  where 
it  had  been  refolved  to  fix  them. 

The  paflion  which  the  devaftators  had  for  mak- 
ing flaves  was  not  flifled  by  this  emigration.  They 
purfued  their  timid  viflims  into  their  new  afy- 
lum  ;  and,  in  procefsof  time,  would  have  difperfed, 
cnflaved,  or  aflaflinated  all  of  them,  unlefs  the  In- 
dians could  be  fupplied  with  arms  fimilar  to  thofc 
of  their  aggreffors. 

It  was  a  nice  matter  to  make  this  propofal  : 
for  it  was  a  maxim  with  Spain  not  to  introduce 
the  ufe  of  fire-arms  among  the  ancient  inhabit- 
ants of  the  other  hemifphere,  in  the  apprehen- 
fion  that  they  might  one  day  ufe  them  themfelves 
to  recover  their  primitive  rights.  The  Jcfuits 
approved  of  this  precaution,  as  being  neceflary 
with  nations  whofe  fubjedion  was  compelled  : 
bat  they  judged  it  to  be  ufclefs  with  people,  who 
were  freely  attached  to  the  kings  of  Spain  by 
fuch  cafy  bands,  that  they  could  be  under  no 
temptation  of  breaking  them.  The  arguments 
or  the  folicitations  of  the  milfionaries  prevailed 
over  oppofiiion  and  prejudice.  In  1639  fire- 
locks 
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locks  were  given  to  the  Guaranis,  and  this  favour  B  o  O  K 
delivered  them  for  ever  from  the  grcateft  of  dan-,  ^^'^' 
gers  they  could  incur. 

This  caufe  of  dellrudion  was  fucceeded  by 
others  of  a  more  obfcure  nature.  The  cuftom 
had  prevailed,  to  fend  annually,  to  the  diftance 
of  two  or  three  hundred  leagues  from  their  fron- 
tiers, fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  villages  to 
colledl  the  herb  of  Paraguay,  for  which  they 
were  known  to  have  an  unfurmountable  defire.  In 
thefe  long  and  fatiguing journies,  feveral  of  them 
perifhed  with  hunger  and  fatigue.  Sometimes, 
during  their  abfence,  their  plantations,  deprived 
of  moft  of  their  defenders,  were  laid  wafte  by 
wandering  favages.  Thefe  defeats  were  fcarce 
correded  before  the  miflions  were  afflided  with  a 
new  calamity. 

An  unfortunate  concurrence  of  circumflances 
brought  among  them  the  fmall-pox ;  the  baneful 
influence  of  which,  was  more  defl:rudive  in  this 
diftrid  than  in  the  reft  of  the  New  World. 
This  contagion  did  not  diminifh,  and  continued 
uninterruptedly  to  heap  one  vidtim  upon  ano- 
ther. Were  the  Jefuits  ignorant  of  the  falutary  ef- 
fects of  inoculation  upon  the  borders  of  the  Ama- 
zon, or  did  they,  from  motives  of  fuperftition,  de- 
cline to  adopt  a  pradtice,  the  advantages  of  which 
are  fo  well  afcertained  ? 

But  it  was  the  climate  which  more  particularly 
flopped  the  progrefs  of  population  among  the 
Guaranis.  The  country  they  occupied,  chiefly 
on  the  Parana,  was  hot,  damp,  and  inceflantly 
covered  with  thick  and  immoveable  fogs.  Thefe 
vapours  gave  rife,  in  every  feafon,  to  contagious 
disorders  i  and  thefe  calamities  were  aggravated 
by  the  propenfities  of  the  inhabitants.  Inherit- 
ing the  voracious  appetites  which  their  fathers 
had  brought  with  them  from  the  midft  of   thq 

foreft, 
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BOO  Kforeft,  they  fed  upon  green  fruit,  and  ate  meat 
^^^^^'J^that  was  almoft    raw,   while  neither   reafon,    nor 
authority,    nor   experience,  could  root  out   thefc 
inveterate  habits.     The  mafs  of  blood  being  thus 
corrupted  by  the  air  and  by  the  food,  it  was  im- 
polTible  that  a  numerous  and  long  lived  offspring 
fhould  be  produced. 
Examir.a-      In  order  to  infure  the  felicity  of  the  Gaaranis, 
^'"^ ''^  ?^  whatever  their  number  were,  or  might  be,  their 
n-ade  to     ioftiiutors  had  originally  fettled  with  the  court  of 
thejefuits  Madrid,   that  thefe  people    fhould  never  be  cm- 
ing"^eir    pl'^ycd  in  the  labours  of  the  mines,  nor  fabjecflcd 
aiiiHons.    to  any   vaflalage.     They    foon    found    that   this 
firil    ftipulation    was    not     fufficicnt    to    procure 
tranquilluy  to  the  new  republics,  and  occafioned 
it  to  be  decreed,  that  the  Spaniards  fhould  be  ex- 
cluded from  them,  under  whatever  denomination 
they  prefented  themfelves.     They  forefaw,  that  if 
they  were  admitted  as   traders,    or  even  as  tra- 
vellers,  they   would  excite  commotions  in  thofe 
peaceable  retreats,  and  would  introduce  vice  and 
every  fpecies  of  corruption.     Thefe  rapacious  and 
defliudlive  conquerors  were  the  more  offended  at 
thefe  meafures,  as  they  were  approved  by  prudent 
men.     Their  refentment  broke  out  in  imputations, 
for  which  there  was  an  apparent,  and,  perhaps,  a 
real  foundation. 

The  miffionaries  traded  for  the  nation.  They 
fent  10  Buenos-Ayres  wax,  tobacco,  hides,  cot- 
ton both  raw  and  fpun,  and  received  in  ex- 
change, vafes  and  ornaments  for  the  temples  j 
iron,  arms,  toys,  feme  European  commodities 
that  were  not  manufadured  in  the  colony  ;  and 
mctnls  defigned  for  the  payment  of  the  tribute 
due  fiom  the  male  Indians  from  twenty  to  fifty 
years  of  age.  As  far  as  it  is  polfible  to  judge, 
and  penetrate  into  the  myflery  which  hath  always 
furrounded  th'-fe  objeds,  the  wants  of  the  flate 
;  did 
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did  not  abforb  the  entire  profit  of  the  Tales.     TheB  O  o  K 
reft   was  fecreted  for  the  benefit  of  the  Jefuits.     ^^^^• 
Accordingly,  they  were  traduced  in  all   parts  of 
the  world  as  a  fociety  of  merchants,  who,  under 
the  veil  of  religion,  attended  only  to  their  own 
fordid  intereft. 

This  cenfure  could  not  fall  upon  the  firfi: 
founders  of  Paraguay.  The  deferts  through 
which  they  travelled,  afforded  neither  gold  nor 
mercantile  commodities.  In  thefe  they  only  met 
with  forefts,  ferpents,  and  morafles ;  fometimes 
they  perifhed,  or  were  expofed  to  the  moft  fevere 
torments,  and  always  to  exceflive  fatigue.  The 
hardfhips  they  endured  with  fo  much  patience, 
and  the  pains  they  took  to  induce  the  favages  to 
quit  their  roving  life,  are  not  to  be  conceived. 
They  never  entertained  the  idea  of  appropriating 
to  themfelves  the  produce  of  a  land,  which 
their  care  only  prevented  from  being  a  haunt  of 
wild  beafts.  Their  fuccelTors  may  probably  have 
been  actuated  by  lefs  noble  and  difintereftcd 
views;  probably  they  might  feek  an  increafe  of 
fortune  and  power,  where  they  ought  to  have 
only  fought  the  glory  of  Chriftianity  and  the 
good  of  mankind.  It  was  certainly  a  great  crime 
to  rob  the  people  of  America,  in  order  to  acquire 
confequence  in  Europe,  and  to  increafe  over  the 
whole  world,  an  influence  already  too  dangerous. 
If  any  thing  could  diminifh  our  abhorrence  of  fo 
great  a  crime,  it  is,  that  the  happinefs  of  the 
Indians  was  never  affeded  by  it.  They  never 
appeared  to  defire  any  thing  beyond  thofe  conve- 
niences which  they  generally  enjoyed. 

Those  who  have  not  accufed  the  Jefuits  of 
avarice,  have  cenfured  their  inftitutions  in  Pa- 
raguay, as  being  th^  effedt  of  blind  fuperftition. 
If  our  idea  of  Ibperftition  be  the  true  one,  it 
retards  the  progrcfs  of  population ;  it  devotes  to 

life  let 
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BOOKufelefs  eeremonies  the  time  that  fhould  be  em- 
^^'^"  ployed  in  the  labours  of  fociety  ;  it  deprives  the 
laborious  man  of  his  property,  to  enrich  the  in- 
dolent and  dangerous  rcclufe  ;  it  promotes  dif- 
cord  and  civil  wars  for  things  of  little  moment ; 
it  gives  the  fignal  for  revolt  in  the  name  of  God  ; 
it  frees  it's  minifters  from  obedience  to  the  laws, 
and  from  the  duties  of  fociety  ;  in  a  word,  it 
makes  the  people  miferable,  and  arms  the  wicked 
ag'.iinft  the  virtuous.  Have  any  of  thefe  cala- 
mities been  found  among  the  Guaranis?  If  their 
happy  inflitutionsbe  the  effed  of  fuperflition,  this 
is  the  only  inflance  in  which  it  ever  was  beneficial 
to  mankind. 

Politicians,  who  are  ever  reftlefs  and  fufpi- 
cious,  fcemed  to  be  apprehenfive  that  the  repub- 
lics formed  by  the  Jefuits  might  one  day  de- 
tach themfelves  from  the  power  under  the  pro- 
tedion  of  which  they  had  been  raifed.  The  in- 
habitants appeared  to  them  as  the  bed  difciplined 
foldiers  of  the  New  Hemifphere.  They  confidered 
them  as  obedient  from  a  principle  of  religion, 
added  to  the  energy  of  their  new  manners,  and  as 
fighting  with  the  fame  zeal  that  brought  fo  many 
martyrs  to  the  fcafFold,  and  overthrew  fo  many 
empires  by  the  arms  of  the  followers  of  Wodin 
and  Mohammed.  But  it  was  their  form  of 
government  which  particularly  excited  their 
alarms. 

In  ancient  forms  of  government,  civil  and  reli- 
gious authority,  which  are  derived  from  the  fame 
fource,  and  tend  to  the  fame  end,  have  always 
been  united  ;  or  the  one  hath  been  fo  fubfervient 
to  the  other,  that  the  people  could  not  venture  to 
feparate  them  in  idea,  and  were  equally  kept  in 
awe  by  both.  Chriflianity  introduced  another 
kind  of  fpirit  in  Europe,  and  formed,  at  it's  firft 
origin,  a  fecret  rivallhip  between  thefe  two 
2  powers, 
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powers,  the  one  of  arms,  the  other  of  opinion. B  O  o  ic 
This  difpofition  manifefted  itfelf  particularly  when  ^^*^- 
the  barbarous  nations  of  the  north  made  incur- 
fions  upon  the  Roman  empire.  The  Chriflians, 
perfecuted  by  the  heathen  emperors,  haftened  to 
implore  the  afliftance  of  thefe  foreigners  againfl 
opprefTion.  They  preached  to  thefe  conquerors  a 
new  fyftem  of  religion,  which  enjoined  to  them 
as  a  duty  to  extirpate  the  eftablifhed  one ;  and 
they  demanded  the  ruins  of  the  temples,  in  order 
to  ereft  their  own  fanduanes  upon  thefe  magnifi- 
cent fpoils. 

The  favages  freely  difpofed  of  what  was  not 
their  property ;  they  facrificed  to  Chriftianity  all 
it's  enemies  and  their  own  ;  they  feized  upon  the 
perfons  of  men  and  upon  their  lands,  and  diftri- 
buted  fome  of  them  to  the  church.  They  de- 
manded tribute;  but  exempted  the  clergy  from 
it,  becaufe  they  countenanced  their  ufurpations. 
Noblemen  became  priefts,  and  priefts  obtained 
the  rank  of  nobilif.  The  great  connected  the 
privileges  of  their  birth  with  that  of  the  prieft- 
hood  which  they  embraced.  The  bifliops  im- 
printed the  feal  of  religion  on  the  domains  they 
pofTeffed.  From  this  mixture  and  confufion  of 
birth  v/ith  high  ftations,  of  titles  with  eftates,  and 
of  perfons  with  things,  fprang  up  a  monftrous 
power,  which,  from  the  firft,  endeavoured  to 
cftablilh  itfelf  as  diftind  from  the  only  true  au- 
thority, which  is,  that  of  government  ^  a  power, 
which  afterwards  attempted  even  to  raife  itfelf 
above  government ;  but  having  been  unfuccefsful 
in  the  attempt,  hath  finccfubmitted  to  feparate 
itfelf  from  it,  and  to  exert  it's  authority  in  fecret 
over  thofe  who  were  willing  to  acknowledge  it. 
Thefe  two  powers  have  been  always  fo  much  at 
variance,  that  they  have  conftantly  difturbed  the 
harmony  of  all  dates. 

Th* 


4> 


2l8 

BOOK 

VIII. 


Whether 
the  people 
were  hap- 
py in  thefc 
mifTions, 
and  whe- 
ther they 
have  re- 
gretted 
their  le- 
giflaiors  ? 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

The  Jefuiis  of  Paraguay,  who  were  well  ac- 
quainted with  this  fource  of  divifion,  have  been 
warned  by  the  mifchief  their  fociety  hath  often 
done  in  Europe,  and  have  exerted  themfelvcs  to 
promote  the  real  happinefs  of  America,  They 
have  united  both  powers  in  one  j  which  gave 
them  the  entire  difpofal  of  the  thoughts,  affec- 
tions, and  faculties  of  their  converts. 

Did  fuch  a  fyllem  of  government  render  the 
legiflators  formidable  ?  Some  perfons  thought  fo 
in  the  New  World  ;  and  this  opinion  was  much 
more  prevalent  in  the  old  one  :  but  in  all  parts, 
the  neceffary  information  was  wanting  to  decide 
the  point.  The  rcadinefs,  perhaps  unexpected, 
with  which  the  miilionaries  have  evacuated  what 
was  called  their  empire,  hath  feemed  to  fhew  that 
they  were  incapable  of  maintaining  themfelves  in 
it.  They  have  even  been  lefs  regretted  there  than 
it  was  thought  they  would  be.  It  is  not  that  thcfe 
people  had  any  caufe  to  complain  of  the  negli- 
gence or  feverity  of  their  leaders.  An  indifference 
lb  extraordinary,  proceeded  undoubtedly  from  the 
wcarifomcnefs  which  thefe  Americans,  apparently 
fo  iiappy,  mufl  have  experienced,  during  the 
courfe  of  a  life  too  uniform  not  to  be  lang\nd, 
and  under  a  government  which,  when  confidered 
in  it's  true  point  of  view,  refembled  rather  a  re- 
ligious community  than  a  political  inflituiion. 

How  was  it  poifible  that  a  whole  nation  fhould 
live  witliout  reludtance  under  the  reftraint  of  an 
auflere  law,  which  is  not  capable  of  fubjeding  a 
fmall  number  of  men,  although  they  may  have 
put  themfelves  under  it's  controul  from  a  fpirit  of 
enthufiafm,  and  from  the  moll  fublime  motives, 
without  infpiiing  them  with  melancholy,  and 
without  fouering  their  tempers  ?  The  Guaranis 
were  a  fpecies  of  monks  j  and  there  is  not,  per- 
haps, a  iitigle  monk,  who  at  fome  lime  or  other 
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hath  not  detefled  his  habit.  Their  duties  were^  O  o  K 
tyrannically  enforced,  no  fault  efcaped  punifhment, 
and  order  eflablilhed  it's  controul  in  the  midfl:  of 
pleafures.  The  Guaranis,  whofe  conduct  was 
clofely  infpeded  even  in  their  amufements,  could 
Dot  give  themfelves  up  to  any  kind  of  excefs. 
Noify  mirth  and  freedom  were  banifhed  from 
thefe  melancholy  feftivals.  Thefe  manners  were 
too  auftere.  The  ftate  of  equality  to  which  thefe 
people  were  reduced,  and  from  which  it  was  im- 
pollible  they  Ihould  raife  themfelves,  expelled 
every  kind  of  emulation  from  among  them.  One 
Guaranis  had  no  fort  of  motive  to  induce  him  to 
excel  another.  He  had  aded  fufficiently  well, 
when  there  was  no  caufe  of  complaint  againflt 
him,  and  when  he  could  not  be  puniftied  for 
having  done  ill.  Did  not  alfo  the  privation  of 
all  property  exert  fome  influence  over  the  mod 
tender  connexions  ?  It  is  not  enough  for  the 
happinefs  of  man,  that  he  fhould  have  what  is 
fufficient  for  him  -,  he  mufl  alfo  have  fomething 
to  beflow.  A  Guaranis  could  not  be  a  benefactor 
to  his  wife,  his  children,  his  relations,  his  friends, 
or  his  countrymen  •,  neither  could  any  of  ihele  do 
good  for  him.  He  felt  no  kind  of  appetency.  If 
he  was  without  vice,  he  was  alfo  without  virtue  ; 
he  neither  loved  nor  was  beloved,  A  Guaranis, 
with  paflions,  would  have  been  the  moft  wretched 
of  beings;  and  a  man  without  them  exifls  nor, 
either  in  the  midft  of  forells,  in  fociety,  or  in  a 
cell.  There  is  no  paflion  but  that  of  love,  which, 
being  irritated  and  incrcafed  by  reftiaint,  could 
poflibly  find  it's  advantage  in  them.  But  can  it 
be  fuppofed  that  the  Guaranis  retained  nothing  of 
the  fenfe  of  their  favage  ftate  of  liberty  ?  Let  the 
reader  take  no  account  of  what  hath  been  written, 
arid  refledt  only  upon  the  few  lines  I  now  fhall 
add.     The  Guaranis  had  never  any  thing  but  very 
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^viH  ^confufed  ideas  of  what  they  owed  to  the  care  of 
v_„_^^^^,  their  legillators,  while   they,    in  the   mod:   lively 
manner,  were  continually  fenfible  of  their  defpot- 
ifm.     At  the  lime  that  they  were  expelled,  thefe 
people    readily    perfuaded    themfelves    that    they 
ihoiild  be  free,  and    that    their   happinefs  would 
not  be  diminiflied  by  ir.     All  kind  of  authority 
is  more  or  lefs  odious-,  and  this  is  the  reafon  why 
all  maders,  without  exception,  are  paid  with  in- 
gratitude from  their  fervants. 
frenmi-        Whem  the   minions    of  Paraguay  were  taken 
taken  by    out  ot  the  hands  01  the  Jeluits  m  1768,  they  were 
the  court    arrived,  perhaps,  to  the  higheft  degree  of  civili- 
for  the  go-  zation  to  which  it  is  pollible  to  bring   recent  na- 
vernniei-.t  tions,  and   which  was  certainly  very  fuperior  to 
of  theie     gygry  thinr;  that  exifted  in  the  reft  of  the  New 
Hemifphere.     The  laws  were  obferved  ;  an  exa(fl 
police  was  eftablidied;  the  manners  were  pure; 
and  all  the  inhabitants  were  united  by  brotherly 
love.     All   the  arts  of  neceflity  were  improved, 
and  fome  of  thofe  of  luxury  were  known.     Plenty 
was    uiiiverfal,  and  the  public  ftores  were  filled. 
The  number  of  horned  cattle  amounted  to  feven 
hundred  and   fixty-nine   thoufand   three  hundred 
and  fifty-three ;  that   of    mules    and   horfes,    to 
ninety-four  thoufand    nine   hundred  and   eighty- 
three  ;    and   that  of  fheep  to  two  hundred   and 
twenty-one  thoufar.d  five  hundred  and  thirty- feven, 
without  reckoning  other  doineftic  animals. 

Authority,  which  had  been  hitherto  concen- 
trated in  the  fame  hands,  was  divided.  A  chief, 
to  whom  three  lieutenants  were  given,  was  charged 
with  the  government  of  the  country.  Every  thing 
that  concerned  religion  was  committed  to  the  care 
of  the  monks  of  the  orders  of  Saint  Dominick, 
Saint  Francis,  and  La  Merci. 

This  is  the  only  change  that  hath  been  hitherto 
made  in  the  former  arrangements.     The  court  of 
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N^adrid  certainly  wifhed  to  examine,  whether  the  B  O  O  K 
order  that  was  eftablifhed  was  to  be  maintained  v,^..^,;^ 
or  altered  ?  Attempts  have  been  made  to  per- 
fuade  them  to  withdraw  the  Guaranis  from  a  dif- 
tridt  rather  unwholefome,  and  not  fufficiently  fer- 
tile, in  order  to  people  with  them  the  uninhabited 
borders  of  the  Rio  Plata,  from  Biienos-Ayres  to 
AfTumption.  If  this  plan  be  adopted,  and  that 
the  people  fhould  refufe  to  quit  the  land  of  their 
forefathers,  they  will  be  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of 
difperfmg  themfelves  ;  if  they  fhould  accede  to  the 
views  of  Spain,  they  will  no  longer  form  a  nation- 
al body.  Whatever  may  happen,  the  mofl  beau- 
tiful edifice  that  has  been  raifed  in  the  New  World 
will  be  overthrown. 

But  this  is  enough,  and  perhaps  too  much, 
upon  the  circumftances  and  revolutions,  more  or 
lefs  important,  which  have  agitated  Spaniih  Ame- 
rica during  the  courfe  of  three  centuries.  It  is 
time  to  afcend  to  the  principles  which  directed 
the  foundation  of  this  great  empire,  and  to 
trace,  without  malignity  as  without  flattery,  the 
confequences  of  a  fyflem  of  which  antiquity  hath 
not  left,  and  could  not  pofllbly  leave,  any  model. 
We  (hall  begin,  by  giving  an  account  of  the  fe- 
veral  fpeciesof  men  which  are  at  prefent  collected 
in  this  immenfe  region. 

We    fhall  not  reckon   among   the   inhabitants  People 
of  the  New  Hemifphere,  either  the  commanders  J:[^  5 '"^'''~ 
who  are  commilfioned  to  give  them  laws,  or  theniihAme- 
troops  deflined   to  protecfl  and   contain  them,    or  ^i<;^ >  «"'! 
the  merchants  employed  in  fupplying  their  wants,  cnapet- 
Thefe  fevcral  orders  of  men  do  not  fettle  in  Ame-  ons. 
rica,  but   return  all  of  them  to  Europe  after   a 
n:iorter  or  a  longer  ftay.     Among  the  perfons  fent 
by  public  authority,  there  are  (carce  any  except 
a  few  magiflrates,  and  a  few  fubaitern   directors, 
who  fix  themfelves  in  thefe  diftant  regions.     The 
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BOO  Klaw  prohibits  every  citizen  from  going  tlicfC 
^  y^^^-  vvithout  the  confent  of  government ;  but  men 
who  are  known,  eafily  obtain  this  permiflion,  and 
obfcure  perfons  frequently  go  there  clandeflinely. 
Individuals  are  powerfully  ftimulated  to  this  emi- 
gration, by  the  hope  of  making  a  large  fortune, 
and  fometimes,  alfo,  by  the  certainty  of  acquiring 
a  degree  of  conGderation  which  they  would  not 
have  enjoyed  in  the  place  of  their  origin.  It  is 
fufficient  to  be  born  in  Spain,  to  obtain  diftin- 
guifhed  marks  of  refped ;  but  this  advantage  is 
not  tranfmitted.  The  children  that  are  brought 
forth  in  this  other  World  are  not  honoured  with 
the  name  of  Chdpetons,  as  their  fathers  were  i  they 
are  fi m ply  called  Of o/c.>. 
The  This   is  the  name  given  to  thofe  who  are  of 

Creoles.  Spanifh  ilTue  in  the  Ncv/  Hemifphere.  Many  of 
them  defccnd  from  the  firft  conquerors,  or  their 
immediate  fucceffors;  and  others  have  had  illuf- 
trious  anceftors.  Mofl:  of  them  have  purchafed 
or  obtained  dillinguifhcd  titles  ;  but  few  of  them 
have  directed  the  great  fprings  of  government. 
Whether  the  court  thought  them  incapable  of  ap- 
plication, or  wheth.er  they  were  apprchenfive 
they  fhould  prefer  the  intercil  of  their  own  to  that 
of  the  mother-country,  they  excluded  them  early 
from  places  of  trull,  and  feldom  deviated  from 
this  fyftem,  whether  it  were  a  proper,  or  an 
improper  one.  This  contempt,  or  this  miftruft, 
difcouraged  them,  and  they  loft,  in  the  vices 
arifing  from  idlenefs,  from  the  heat  of  the  cli- 
mate, and  from  the  abundance  of  all  things, 
the  remainder  of  that  elevation  of  mind,  of  which 
fuch  great  examples  had  been  left  them.  A  bar- 
barous luxury,  pleafures  of  a  fhameful  kind,  a 
ftupid  fuperftition,  and  romantic  intrigues,  com- 
pleted the  degradation  of  their  charader.  One 
road  Hill  remained  open  to  the  ambition  of  thefe 
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colonifts  who  are  in  fome  meafure  profcribed  B  O  o  K 
upon  their  native  land.  The  court,  the  army,  ,___^^^ 
the  courts  of  juftice,  and  the  church,  are  purfuits 
©f  greater  or  lefs  eftimation  in  Spain,  which  they 
are  at  hberty  to  follow.  A  very  fmall  number, 
however,  have  entered  into  them,  either  becaufe 
their  minds  are  entirely  corrupted,  or  becaufe  the 
diflance  renders  the  accefs  to  them  difficult.  Some 
of  lefs  diflinguifhed  birth  have  turned,  even  in 
America,  their  adivity  and  their  faculties  to  the 
great  operations  of  trade-,  and  thefe  have  been  the 
moft  prudent  and  the  moft  ufeful. 

The  fame  fuperiority  which  the  Chapetons  af-TheMef- 
fedled  over  the  Creoles,  the  latter  affumed  over^^^' 
the  Meflees.  Thefe  are  the  race  proceeding  frona 
a  European  with  an  Indian  woman.  The  Spa- 
niards, who,  at  the  firft  period  of  the  difcovery, 
landed  in  the  New  World,  had  no  women  with 
them.  Some  of  the  moft  confiderable  of  them 
waited  'till  women  were  fent  from  Europe.  Moft 
of  them  plighted  their  faith  to  the  moft  diftin- 
guifhed,  or  the  moft  agreeable  girls  of  the  coun- 
try. Frequently  even  they  became  mothers 
without  being  married.  The  law  ordained,  that 
thefe  children,  legiiimate  or  illegitimate,  fhould 
enjoy  the  fame  privileges  as  their  fathers  -,  but 
prejudice  placed  them  in  a  lower  rank.  It  is 
fcarcely  'till  after  three  generations,  that  is  to  fay, 
when  their  complexion  differs  in  nothing  from 
that  of  the  while  men,  who  are  all  very  dark,  that 
in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  civil  life,  they  are 
treated  as  the  other  Creoles  are.  Before  they  can 
attain  to  fo  flattering  an  equality,  thefe  Meftees, 
who  are  every  where  very  numerous,  and  whofe 
fpecies  is  uninterruptedly  renewed,  were  moftly 
employed  in  the  mechanic  arts,  and  in  the  mi- 
nuter details  of  trade.  When  they  have  acquired 
a  greater  fliare  of  dignity,  they  are  ftill  obliged  to 
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BOOK  continue  the  fame  labours,  *till  fome  fortunate  al- 
^^^'  liance,  or  fome  particular  circumftance,  enables 
them  to  pafs  their  ufelefs  days  in  pleafure  and 
idlenefs. 
TheNe-  ScARCE  had  the  New  World  been  difcovered, 
groes.  vvhen  Negroes  were  brought  into  it,  in  1503. 
Eight  years  afterwards,  a  greater  number  of  them 
was  introduced,  becaufe  experience  had  fliewn, 
that  they  were  infinitely  better  calculated  for  all 
the  labours  than  the  natives  of  the  country.  The 
government  foon  prohibited  them,  from  an  appre- 
henfion  that  they  would  corrupt  the  Americans, 
and  incite  them  to  revolt.  Las  Cafas,  who  was 
deficient  in  proper  notions  concerning  the  rights 
of  mankind,  but  who  was  inceflantly  employed 
in  the  relief  of  the  Indians,  to  whom  he  was  at- 
tached, obtained  the  revocation  of  a  law,  which 
he  thought  would  be  injurious  to  them.  Charles  V. 
permitted,  in  15 17,  that  four  thoufand  of  thefe 
llaves  fhould  be  conveyed  into  the  Spanifli  colo- 
nies ;  and  the  Flemifh  courtier  who  had  obtained 
the  profit  of  this  traffic,  fold  his  privilege  to  the 
Genoefe. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  grant,  this  vile  com- 
merce ceafed  almoil  entirely ;  but  the  Portuguefe 
having  become  fubjeds  of  the  court  of  Madrid, 
revived  it.  It  fell  again,  after  thefe  people  had 
fhaken  off  the  yoke  which  they  bore  with  (o 
much  impatience  ;  and  did  not  recover  any  adi- 
vity,  'till  the  two  nations  came  to  be  upon  better 
terms  with  each  other.  At  length,  the  fubjedls 
of  the  court  of  I.ifbon  engagf^d,  in  1696,  to  fur- 
nifh,  in  five  years  time,  twenty-five  thoufand  Ne- 
groes to  their  former  tyrants;  and  they  fulfilled 
this  engagement  wiili  the  afliftance  of  their  fove- 
reign,  who  advanced  two-thirds  of  the  funds  re-  \y 
c]uired  for  an  undertaking  which  was  then  fo  con- 
fidcrable. 

The 
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The  French,  who  had  juft  been  giving  a  kingB  O  O  K 
to  Spain,  too  lightly  took  upon  themfelves,  in^  ^^^^" 
1702,  the  engagements  of  the  Portuguefe.  Being 
deficient  in  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
little  ikilled  in  maritime  operations,  and  having 
been  unfortunate  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  war, 
they  did  nothing  of  what  they  had  fo  boldly  pro- 
mifed. 

This  contract  pafTed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Englifh  at  the  peace  of  Utrecht.  The  South- 
Sea  Company,  to  whom  the  Britifh  miniftry  gave 
it  up,  engaged  to  deliver,  each  of  the  thirty 
years  that  their  charter  was  to  lafl,  four  thoufand  -^ 
eight  hundred  Africans  to  the  Spanifh  fettle- 
ments. They  were  confined  to  this  number  dur- 
ing the  five  laft  years  of  their  grant ;  but  all 
the  reft  of  the  time  they  were  allowed  to  intro- 
duce as  many  as  they  could  fell.  They  engaged 
to  pay  thirty-three  piaftres  and  one-third,  or  one 
hundred  and  eighty  livres  *,  for  each  of  the  firft 
four  thoufand  Negroes ;  the  other  eight  hundred 
were  freed  from  this  burdenfome  tribute,  in  in- 
demnity for  1,080,000  livres  f  advanced  to  the 
court  of  Madrid,  and  which  were  only  to  be  re- 
imburfed  in  the  courfe  of  ten  years.  This  tri- 
bute was  reduced  to  half  for  all  the  flaves  that  were 
not  required  by  the  contract.  Philip  V.  indem- 
nified himfelf  for  this  facrifice,  by  referving  the 
fourth  part  of  the  profits  made  by  the  company. 
The  execution  of  this  treaty  was  only  interrupted 
by  the  hoftilities  which,  in  1739,  divided  the  two 
kingdoms.  The  peace  of  1748  reftored  to  the 
crown  of  England  all  it's  rights;  but  the  Com- 
pany which  reprefented  ir,  were  induced,  by  an 
mdemnity  that  was  offered  to  them,  to  give  up 
the  fliort  remains  of  a  grant,   which  they  fore- 
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BOOK  faw  they  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  enjoy  without 
^''^'    confiderable  reftridions. 

Robert  Mayne,  a  merchant  of  London,  fuc- 
cecded,  under  a  Spanifh  name,  to  the  AfTocia- 
tion.  Such  was  the  difhonefty  or  the  negligence 
of  the  agents  whom  he  had  fettled  at  Buenos- 
Ayres,  which  was  become  the  ftaple  of  the  trade, 
that  in  1752  he  was  ruined,  and  obliged  to  give 
up  an  undertaking,  which,  if  more  prudently  ma- 
naged, or  more  carefully  attended  to,  ought  to 
have  yielded  very  confiderable  profits. 

The  refolution  was  then  taken  to  receive  (laves 
at  Porto  Rico,  which  were  to  pay  to  government 
two  hundred  and  fixteen  livres  *  each,  and  which 
^after  having  defrayed  this  heavy  tax,  were  freely 
admitted  upon  the  continent  and  in  the  iflands. 
The  Englilh,  who  had  treated  with  the  governor 
of  Cuba,  fulfilled  their  engagements  pundually, 
when  the  court  of  Madrid  thought  a  change  of 
fyftem  would  be  better  calculated  for  their  intcrefl.i/^ 

In  1765,  an  aflbciation  was  formed  between 
fomc  Spanifli,  French,  and  Genoefc  commercial 
hoiifes,  fettled  at  Cadiz.  This  company,  which 
was  ill  lerved  by  it's  agents,  and  much  loaded 
with  debt,  was  going  to  be  diflblved,  when,  in 
1773,  the  miniflry  thought  it  prudent  and  equit- 
able to  offer  fome  alleviation  of  the  terms  they 
had  at  firft  impofed  upon  it.  The  charter  was 
prolonged,  and  the  taxes  dimini(hed  ;  and  from 
that  period,  the  importation  of  flaves  hath  acquir- 
ed fielh  adivity.  They  are  bought  indifcrimi- 
nately  in  all  places  where  they  can  be  procured  to 
the  bell  advantage. 

Savage  Europeans !  ye  doubted  at  firft  whe- 
ther the  inhabitants  of  the  regions  you  had  Juft 
dilcovercd  were  not  animals  which  you  might  flay 


without 
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without  remorfe,  becaufe  they   were  black,  andBOOK 

you  were  white.      You  almoft  envied  them  the, ^jii 

knowledge  of  God,  your  common  Father.  Moll 
horrid  thought !  But  when  you  had  permitted 
them  alfo  to  raife  their  hands  and  eyes  to  hea- 
ven ;  when  you  had  initiated  them  in  your  cere- 
monies and  myfteries ;  made  them  join  in  their 
prayers  and  offerings,  and  in  the  hopes  of  a  fu- 
ture ftate,  afforded  by  one  common  religion  ^  when 
you  had  acknowledged  them  to  be  your  brethren ; 
was  not  the  general  horror  redoubled,  at  feeing 
you  trample  under  foot  the  ties  of  this  facred 
confanguinity  ?  You  have  put  them  more  upon 
an  equality  with  yourfelves  j  and  yet  you  go  to 
diftant  parts  in  order  to  buy  and  fell  them  !  You 
fell  them,  too,  as  you  would  a  bafe  herd  of  cat- 
tle !  In  order  to  repeople  one  part  of  the  globe, 
which  you  have  laid  wafte,  you  corrupt  and  de- 
populate another.  If  death  be  preferable  to  fla- 
very,  are  ye  not  ftill  more  inhuman  upon  the  coafts 
of  Africa,  than  ye  have  been  in  the  regions  of 
America?  Englifh,  French,  Spaniards,  Dutch,  or 
Portuguefe,  let  me  fuppofe  that  I  am  converfing 
with  one  of  you  about  a  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween two  civilized  nations  ;  and  that  I  fhould 
a(k  him,  what  kind  of  compenfation  he  imagines 
may  have  been  agreed  upon  in  the  exchange  you 
have  made  ?  He  will  think  it  to  confift  in  gold, 
provifions,  privileges,  a  town,  or  a  province  -, 
while,  on  the  contrary,  it  confifts  in  a  greater  or 
lefs  number  of  your  fellow-creatures,  which  the 
one  gives  up  to  the  other  to  difpofe  of  at  pleafure. 
But  fuch  is  the  infamy  of  this  unnatural  contraft, 
that  it  doth  not  even  prefent  itfelf  to  the  ideas  of 
the  contradting  parties. 

Every  thii'g  announces,  that  the  court  of  Spain 
will  fhake  off  the  dependence  they  had  upon  fo- 
reign nations  for  their  llaves.     This  is  the  only 
0^2  view 
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BOOK  view  they  can  pofTibly  have  had,   in  requiring  of 
^^^^-     Portugal,  in   177 1,  the  ceflion  of   two   of  their 
iflands  on  the  African  coaft. 

Laborious  cultivations,  and  fome  mines  of  a 
particular  kind,  have  employed  part  of  the  flaveS 
introduced  upon  the  Spanilh  continent  in  the 
New  World.  The  fervice  of  the  rich  hath  been 
the  defiiny  of  the  greater  number.  Thcfe  have 
foon  become  the  confidents  of  their  mafter's  plea- 
fures;  and  by  this  infamous  employment  they 
have  gained  their  liberty.  Their  defcendants  have 
allied  themfelves  fometimes  with  the  Europeans, 
and  fometimes  with  the  Mexicans,  and  have 
formed  the  vigorous  and  numerous  race  of  the 
Mulattoes,  which,  as  that  of  the  Meflees,  but 
two  or  three  generations  later,  acquires  the  colour 
and  the  rank  of  white  people.  Thofe  among  them 
who  are  ftill  in  flavery  have  affumed  a  determined 
fuperiority  over  the  wretched  and  poor.  This 
fuperiority  they  owe  to  the  favour  granted  to 
them  by  government.  For  this  reafon,  the  Afri- 
cans, who,  in  the  fettlements  of  other  nations,  are 
the  enemies  of  the  white  people,  are  become  their 
defenders  in  the  Spanifli  Indies. 

But  why  fhould  the  favour  of  government 
be  beftowed  upon  the  flave  that  was  bought,  in 
preference  to  the  fluve  that  was  conquered  ?  It 
is,  becaufe  the  injury  done  to  the  latter  was  of 
more  ancient  date,  and  greater  than  the  injury 
done  to  the  former  ;  that  the  latter  was  accuf- 
lomed  to  the  yoke,  and  that  the  former  was  to  be 
broken  to  it ;  and  that  the  flave  of  a  mafler,  whom 
a  fyllcm  of  policy  hath  made  mafter  of  a  flave,  is 
brought,  by  this  diftindtion,  to  take  part  with 
the  common  tyrant.  If  the  African,  who  is  the 
defender  of  the  white  people  in  the  Spanifh  In- 
dies, hath  been  their  enemy  in  all  other  parts,  it 
is,  becaufe  in  all  other  parts  he  hath  always  obeyed, 

and 
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and  never  commanded;  it  is,  becaufehe  was  notB  o  o  K 
comforted   in   his  fituation   by   the  fight  of  one^^"^- 
more  wretched  than  his  own.     In  the  Spanifh  In- 
dies, the  African  is  alternately  flave  and  mafter  ;    ' 
in  the    fettlements  of  other   nations,  he  is  per- 
petually a  flave. 

The  Indians  form  the  laft:  clafs  of  inhabitants,  Ancient 
in  a  country  which   belonged    entirely    to    their  ^JJ^^j  Ij^^" 
anceflors.     The  misfortunes  of  thefe  people  began  of  the  lu- 
even  at  the  acra  of  the  difcovery.     Columbus  dif-^^^^- 
tributed  lands  at  firft  to  thofe  who  accompanied 
him,  and  attached  forae  natives  of  the  country  to 
them  in  1499.      This  arrangement  was  not  ap- 
vz  proved  of  by  the  court,  who,  three  years  after, 
fent  Ovando  to   St.   Domingo,   to   reftore  thefe 
wretched    people    to   liberty.      This  new    com- 
mander, barbarous  as  he  was,  complied  with  the 
will  of  his  fovereigns:  but  the  indolence  of  the 
Americans,  and  the  complaints  of  the  Spaniards, 
foon  determined  him  to  put  thofe  whom  he   had 
fet  free  again  into  chains,  and  to  add  ftill  a  greater 
number  to   them.      But   he  decreed,    that    thefe 
flaves  fhould  reap  fome  advantage  from  their  la- 
bour, whether  they  were  employed  in  the    cul- 
ture of  the   lands,  or,  the  working  of  the  mines. 
In  1504,  this  arrangement  was  confirmed  by  Fer- 
dinand and   Ifabella,  with  a  provifo,  that  the  fti-  \^ 
pend  fliould  be  regulated  by  government. 

The  Dominicans,  who  had  juft  arrived  in  the 
colony,  were  incenfed  at  an  arrangement  which 
overthrew  all  former  principles.  They  refufed, 
in  the  confeflional  chair,  abfolution  to  thofe  indi- 
viduals who  folicited,  or  even  accepted  thofe 
g,ifts,  which  were  indifcriminately  fhyled  reparti- 
tions, or  commanderies.  They  thundered  out 
excommunication  from  the  pulpit,  againft  the 
authors  or  promoters  of  thefe  injuftices.  The  ex- 
clamacions  of  thefe  monks,  fo  much  revered  at 
2  that 
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BOOK  that  time,  refounded  throughout  all  Europe, 
^^'^-  where  the  cuftom,  which  they  attacked  with  fo 
much  inveteracy,  was  again  difculFed  in  1510, 
and  was  again  confirmed. 

In  151 6,  the  Indians  found  in  Las-Cafas  a 
more  zealous,  more  intrepid,  and  more  aQive 
protedtor,  than  thofe  who  had  preceded  him. 
His  folicitations  determined  Ximenes,  who  at 
that  time  governed  Spain  with  fo  much  fplen- 
dour,  to  fend  over  to  America  three  friars  to 
determine  upon  this  matter,  which  had  already 
been  twice  decided.  The  decrees  they  pro- 
nounced were  not  fuch  as  were  expedled  from 
their  profellion.  They  decided  in  favour  of  the 
commanderies;  but  excluded  from  them  all  the 
courtiers  and  favourites  who  did  not  refide  in  the 
New  World. 

Las-Casas,  who  had  been  declared  the  pro- 
tedor  of  the  Indians  by  the  minifter  himfelf,  and 
who,  inverted  with  this  honourable  title,  had 
accompaiiied  the  delegates,  returned  immediately 
into  Spain,  in  order  to  devote  to  public  indig- 
nation, men  of  a  pious  profeflion,  whom  he  ac- 
cufed  of  having  facrificed  humanity  to  political 
views.  He  fucceeded  in  having  them  recalled, 
and  Figueroa  was  fubftituted  to  them.  This 
>  magiftrate  took  the  refolution  to  colled,  in  two 
large  villages,  a  confidrable  body  of  Indians, 
whom  he  left  entirely  at  their  own  difpofal.  The 
experiment  did  not  turn  out  in  their  favour.  The 
government  concluded,  from  their  ftupidity,  and 
their  indolence,  that  the  Americans  were  children 
incapable  of  condudirig  themfclves;  and  their 
condition  was   not  altered. 

Nevertheless,  the  clamours  of  many  refpedt- 
able  perfons  were  raifed  on  all  fides  againft  thefe 
arrangements  j  and  the  dates  of  Callile  them- 
fclves  demanded,   in   1525,   that  they   fhould   be 

annulled. 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  231 

annulled.  Charles  V.  yielded  to  all  thefe  foIi-B  O  o  K. 
citations.  He  forbad  Cortez,  who  had  juft.  ^^^j; 
conquered  Mexico,  to  give  any  commanderies, 
and  enjoined  him  to  revoke  thofe  he  might  al- 
ready have  granted.  When  thefe  orders  arrived 
in  Nev/  Spain,  the  repartitions  were  already 
fettled,  as  in  the  other  colonies,  and  the  monarch's 
pleafure  was  not  complied  with. 

From  this,  and  all  other  countries  fubjedt  to 
Caftile,  intelligence  was  conftantly  received,  that 
no  real  or  ufeful  labours  would  be  carried  on  in 
the  New  World,  if  the  people  who  were  fubdued 
fhould  for  a  moment  ceafe  to  be  at  the  difpofal 
of  their  conquerors.  The  apprehenfion  of  having 
made  the  difcovery  of  fo  rich  a  hemifphere 
without  advantage,  made  a  great  impreflion  upon 
the  miniftr/  :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  idea 
of  having  invaded  one  half  of  the  globe,  merely 
to  reduce  the  nations  to  flavery,  was  another 
point  of  view  which  could  not  fail  of  exciting 
fome  alarms  in  the  government.  In  this  uncer- 
tainty, commanderies  were  allowed,  or  prohi- 
bited at  hazard.  At  length,  in  1536,  the  go- 
vernment adopted  the  medium  of  giving  a 
fandion  to  them,  for  two  generations.  Although 
they  had  been  granted  only  for  two  years  before 
this  period,  they  were  in  reality  perpetual,  fincc 
there  was  not  a  fingle  inftance  of  the  grant's  not 
being  renewed.  The  king  continued  to  referve 
to  himfelf  all  the  Indians  fettled  in  the  ports  or 
in  the  principal  tov/ns. 

The  protestor  of  thefe  wretched  people  grew 
indignant  at  thefe  ordinances.  He  fpoke,  he 
exerted  himfelf,  he  fummoned  his  nation  to  the 
tribunal  of  the  whole  univerfe,  and  made  the  two 
hemifpheres  fhudder  with  horror.  O !  Las- 
Cafas  !  thou  wall  greater  by  thy  humanity,  thaa 
all   thy    countrymen    were   by    their    conquefts. 

Should 
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BOOK  Should  it  happen  in  future  ages,  that  thefe  un- 
^^^^*  fortunate  regions  which  they  have  invaded, 
fhould  be  peopled  again,  and  that  a  fyftem  of 
laws,  manners,  and  liberty,  (hould  be  eftablifhed 
among  them,  the  firft  ftatue  they  would  ere<ft 
would  be  thine.  We  fhould  fee  thee  interpofing 
between  the  American  and  the  Spaniard,  and 
prefenting  thy  bread  to  the  poniard  of  the  one,  in 
order  to  fave  the  other.  We  fhould  read,  at  the 
bottom  of  this  monument,  In  an  age  of  barba- 
rity, Las-Casas,  whom  thou  see'st,  was  a 
BENEVOLENT  MAN.  In  the  mean  while  thy  name 
will  remain  engraved  upon  every  feeling  heart  j 
and  when  thy  countrymen  (hall  bhifh  at  the  bar- 
barifm  of  their  pretended  heroes,  they  will  take 
pride  in  thy  virtues.  May  thefe  fortunate 
times  not  be  fo  far  dillant  as  we  apprehend  they 
are! 

Charles  V.  enlightened  by  his  own  reflec- 
tions, or  prevailed  upon  by  the  impetuous  elo- 
quence of  Las-Cafas,  ordered,  in  1542,  that  all 
the  commanderies  which  fhould  become  vacant, 
fhould  be  indifcriminately  reunited  to  the  crown. 
This  decree  was  not  in  force  in  Mexico  and  Peru, 
and  occafioned  a  bloody  and  obftinate  war.  The 
government  were  obliged  to  annul  it  three  years 
after;  but  authority  was  eftablifhed  with  fufficient 
folidity  in  1549,  to  bid  defiance  to  all  complaints, 
and  to  be  no  longer  impeded  by  the  fear  of  in- 
furred\ions. 

At  this  period  the  Indians  were  freed  from 
all  perfonal  fervices,  and  the  tribute  they  were  to 
pay  to  their  commanders  was  regulated.  The 
mafters,  hitherto  fo  oppreillve,  were  forbidden 
to  refide  in  the  exten.t  of  their  jurifdidion,  and 
to  fleep  there  more  than  one  night.  They  were 
alfo  prohibited  from  hiving  any  dwelling  there, 
from  leaving  their  families,  from  poflefling    any 

lands, 
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lands,  from  breeding  any  cattle,  and  from  e(la-B  O  o  K 
blifhing  any  manufadures.  They  were  forbidden .  ,V^^^ 
to  intermix  in  marriage  with  their  vafTals,  and 
to  take  any  of  them  into  their  fervice.  The  perfon 
commiflioned  to  colIe6l  their  taxes,  muft  have 
the  fand:ion  of  the  magiftrate,  and  muft  give 
fecurity  againft  any  vexations  he  fhould  be  guilty 
of. 

The  tax  impofed  upon  the  natives  of  the  coun- 
tr}',  to  make  their  conquerors  fubfift  with  a 
degree  of  dignity,  is  not  even  merely  a  gratuitous 
favour.  Thefe  proud  mafters  are  obliged  to 
colledl  their  fubjeds  in  a  village,  to  build  them 
a  church,  and  to  pay  the  clergyman  appointed  to 
inftrucft  them.  They  are  obliged  to  fix  their  re- 
fidence  in  the  principal  town  of  the  province,  in 
which  their  commandery  is  fituated,  and  to  have 
always  horfes  and  arms  in  readinefs  to  repel  an 
enemy,  whether  foreign  or  domeflic.  They  are 
not  permitted  to  abfent  themfelves,  'till  they 
have  put  a  foldier,  approved  by  government,  in 
their  place. 

No  material  alterations  were  made  in  thefe 
regulations  'till  1568.  It  was  then  refolved  that 
the  commanderies,  which,  for  thirty-two  years 
paft,  had  been  granted  for  two  lives,  fhould 
continue  to  be  given  in  the  fame  manner ;  but 
that  thofe,  the  revenue  of  which  exceeded  ten 
thoufand  eight  hundred  livres  *,  fhould  be  fub- 
jed  to  penfions.  All  of  them  were  in  future  to 
be  proclaimed  when  they  became  vacant,  and 
fuppofing  the  merit  of  the  competitors  equal, 
to  be  diftributed  in  preference  to  the  heirs 
of  the  conquerors,  and,  after  them,  to  the 
defcendantB  of  the  firft  colonifts.  The  court, 
perceiving    that    thefe    rewards   were  more    fre- 

*  450I. 
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BOOK  quently  diflribiued  by  favour  than  by  talents,  or 
_^^^^  the  claim  of  an  ancient  origin,  ordered,  in  1608, 
that  they  fhould  be  annulled,  if  the  favours 
granted  by  the  viceroys  were  not  confirmed  in  fix 
years  for  Peru,  and  in  five  for  the  reft  of  Ame- 
rica. The  chief  of  the  commandery,  however, 
entered  into  the  enjoyment  of  his  pofl  as  foon  as 
he  was  appointed.  It  was  only  required  of  him 
to  lecure  the  reftitution  of  the  fums  he  might 
have  received,  if  the  choice  that  had  been  made 
of  him  were  not  ratified  at  the  time  prefcribed  by 
the  ordinances. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century,  the  go- 
vernment appropriated  to  themfelves  the  third 
part  of  the  revenue  of  the  commanderies.  Soon 
after  this,  they  took  the  whole  of  it  into  their 
hands,  and  forbade  their  delegates  to  fill  up 
thofe  that  fhould  become  vacant.  At  length, 
they  were  all  fupprelTed  in  1720,  except  thofe 
that  were  given  in  perpetuity  to  Cortez,  and  to 
feme  hofpitals  or  religious  communities.  At  this 
period,  fo  remarkable  in  the  annals  of  the  New 
World,  the  Indians  were  dependent  only  on  the 
crown. 

Was  this  fyftem  the  beft  that  could  poflibly 
be  adopted  for  the  intereft  of  Spain  and  the 
felicity  of  the  other  hemifphere  ?  Who  will  be 
able  to  folve  a  problem,  in  which  fo  many  cir- 
cumftanccs  are  complicated  ?  The  rights  of  juf- 
tice;  the  fentiments  of  humanity;  the  private 
views  of  miiiifters  ;  the  fway  of  the  moment;  the 
ambition  of  the  great ;  the  rapacioulnefs  of  fa- 
vourites ;  the  projects  of  fpecuhitive  men  ;  the 
authority  of  the  priefthood  ;  the  influence  of  the 
manners,  and  of  prejudice ;  the  character  of  the 
diftant  fubjeds  ;  the  nature  of  the  climate,  of 
the  foil,  and  of  the  labours ;  the  diftance  of 
places,   the  taidinefs  and  contempt  of  the  fove- 

reign's 
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reign's  orders;  the  tyranny  of  governors-,  theB  O  o  K 
impunity  of  crimes  ;  the  uncertainty  of  accounts  ''" 
and  of  accufations  ;  and  fuch  a  multitude  of  other 
different  matters.  We  need  not  therefore  be 
furprifed  at  the  long  uncertainty  of  the  court  of 
Madrid  ;  when,  in  the  center  of  European  na- 
tions, at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  under  the  imme- 
diate infpedtion  of  the  diredors  of  the  flate,  we 
fee  abufes  fubfifling,  and  often  increafing  on 
account  of  the  abfurdity  of  meafures.  The  man, 
with  whom  they  were  furrounded,  was  then 
taken  for  the  model  of  the  man  at  a  diftance ; 
and  it  was  imagined  that  the  fame  fyftem  of  legif- 
lation  which  fuited  the  one,  was  equally  adapted 
to  the  other.  In  former  times,  and,  perhaps, 
even  at  prefent,  we  confound  with  each  other, 
two  beings  feparated  by  immenfe  differences,  the 
favage  and  the  civilized  man  ;  the  man  born  in 
the  center  of  liberty,  and  the  man  born  in  the 
fhackles  of  flavery.  The  averfion  of  the  favage 
for  our  cities,  arifeth  from  the  improper  manner 
in  which  we  have  introduced  ourfelves  into  his 
forefts. 

At  prefent,  the  Indians,  who  have  not  been 
fettled  in  the  towns,  are  all  colle(!:l:ed  in  villages, 
which  they  are  not  permitted  to  quit,  and  where 
they  form  municipal  afl'emblies,  over  which  their 
cacique  prefides.  To  each  of  thefe  villages  a 
territory  of  greater  or  lefs  extent  is  attached, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  foil,  and  the  num- 
ber of  it's  inhabitants.  Part  of  it  is  cultivated  in 
common  for  the  public  necelfities,  and  the  reft  is 
diftributed  to  the  families  for  thtir  private  ufe. 
The  law  hath  ordained  that  this  domain  lliould 
be  unalienable  ;  fome  portions  of  it,  however, 
are,  from  time  to  time,  allowed  to  be  detached 
from  it,  in  favour  of  the  Spaniards  :  but  always 
with  an  annual  charge  upon  it,   for  the  profit  of 

the 
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BOOK  the  fellers,  under  the   infpedion  of  government. 
^'^'      There  is  no  inftitulion  which  prevents  the  Indians 
from  havir.g  lands  belonging  to  them  ;  but  they 
have  fcldom  the  power  or  tb.e  inclination  to  make 
acquifitions. 

As  dil'grace  breaks  down  all  the  fpringsof  the 
mind,  one  of  the  caufes  of  this  poverty,  and 
of  this  difcouragement,  mud  be  the  obligation 
impofed  upon  thefe  people,  of  being  alone  de- 
Y  voted  to  the  public  labours.  The  law  ordains 
^  that  they  Hiould  be  paid  for  this  humiliating 
labour ,  but  the  diftance  from  whence  they  may 
be  brought,  and  the  time  they  may  be  detained, 
depends  upon  the  government  of  the  fpot. 

Another  duty  impofed  upon  the  Indians,  is 
to  be  at  the  dilpofal  of  all  the  citizens  ;  but 
merely  for  the  manufadlures,  and  the  cultures  of 
primary  necellity  ;  and  this  in  rotation  only,  for 
ciglitecn  days  confecutively,  and  for  a  falary  fet-  Y 
tied  by  the  ordinances. 

TfiEY  have  dill  a  more  burden fome  tafk, 
and  that  is  the  working  of  the  mines.  The  di- 
rectors were  originally  the  folc  regulators  of  this 
tafk.  It  was  afterwards  provided  for  by  ftatutes, 
which  were  frequently  varied.  At  prefent  no 
Indians  are  called  to  the  mines,  except  to  thofe 
of  Guan9a  Velica,  an.d  of  Potofi,  which  have 
particular  privileges,  who  live  at  the  diftance  of 
more  than  thirty  miles  :  they  are  allowed  four 
reals,  or  fifty  four  fols  *  per  day  ;  they  are  de- 
tai.:;cd  no  loiigcr  than  fix  months,  and  the  fevenlh 
part  of  a  colony  is  only  employed  in  them  at 
Peru,  and  the  twenty-fifth  part  at  Mexico. 
Frequently  even  there  are  a  lefs  number,  be- 
caufe  libertinifm,  cupidity,  the  expedation  of 
thieving,    and,    perhaps,   other    motives,    attradt 

♦  About  is.  3d. 
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there,  a  great  number  of  Meflees,  Mulattoes  and  BOOK 

•  vni 

natives. 

A  TRIBUTE  which  thef  male  Indians,  from 
eighteen  to  fifty  years  of  age,  pay  to  the  govern- 
ment, completes  this  multitude  of  calamities. 
This  tax,  which  was  originally  paid  in  provifions, 
is  not  the  fame  in  all  parts.  It  is  from  eight 
to  fifteen,  twenty,  thirty,  and  forty  livres  *,  ac- 
cording to  the  different  periods  when,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  perfons  who  paid  it,  it  was  con- 
verted into  coin.  The  cuftom  which  prevailed 
with  the  government,  of  requiring  always  in 
money  the  value  of  the  productions,  the  price  of 
which  varies  with  time  and  place,  introduced 
thefe  difproportions,  which  were  greater,  and 
confequently  more  deftrudive  in  South,  than 
they  were  in  North  America,  where  the  capita- 
tion is  ufually  of  nine  reals,  or  fix  livres  one  fol 
fix  deniers  f.  The  fourth  part  of  this  tax  is 
diflributed  to  the  clergyman,  to  the  cacique,  and 
to  the  Spaniard,  commiflioned  in  each  province 
to  prevent  the  opprefTion  of  the  Indians,  or 
kept  for  the  purpofe  of  afljfting  the  community 
in  any  of  it's  misfortunes.  Such  is  the  legal 
condition  of  the  Indians  :  but  no  one  can  deter- 
mine how  much  private  in juftice,  adds  weight  to 
a  burden  already  too  heavy.  That,  among  the 
vexations  which  hath  moll  attracted  the  notice  of 
government,  hath  proceeded  from  the  officer, 
who  is  called  an  Alcade  at  Mexico,  and  a  Corre- 
gidor  at  Peru. 

This  is  a  magiflrate  charged,  under  the  in- 
fpeCtion  of  the  viceroy,  or  (.f  the  tribunals,  with 
the  adminiflration  of  juftice  -,  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  finances,  of  war,  of  police,  and  of 
every    thing    that    can    concern     public    order, 

*  From  6i.  8d.  to  123.  lod.— 163.  8d.  — il.  5:-.  and  il.  13s.  4'^- 
+  Rather  more  than  five  fhilllng*. 

through- 
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BOOK  throughout  the  fpace  of  thirty,  forty,  and  fifty 
^^'''  leagues.  Although  the  law  prohibited  him,  as 
well  as  the  other  depofitaries  of  authority,  from 
undertaking  any  trade  ;  yet,  from  the  earlieft 
times,  he  monopolized  all  that  was  pollible  to  be 
carried  on  with  the  Indians  under  his  jurifdidion. 
As  he  only  remained  five  years  in  office,  he  ufed 
to  deliver,  almoft  as  foon  as  he  got  in,  the  mer- 
chandife  he  had  to  fell,  and  employed  the  reft 
of  his  time  in  colleding  in  the  payments.  The 
oppreflion  became  general.  The  unfortunate 
natives  of  the  country  were  always  crullied  by 
the  enormity  of  the  prices,  and  frequently  by 
being  obliged  to  take  goods  of  no  ufe  to  them, 
but  which  the  tyrant  himfelf  had  fometimes  been 
compelled  to  receive  from  the  merchants,  who 
afforded  him  a  long  and  hazardous  credit.  Every 
thing,  or  almoft  every  thing,  was  refufed  to  the 
poor,  and  ihofe  who  enjoyed  any  kind  of  eafe  in 
their  circnmflances  were  overburdened.  When 
the  payments  became  due,  they  were  exadcd 
with  barbarous  feverity,  by  a  creditor  who  is  at 
once  both  judge  and  party;  and  the  moft  heavy 
penalties  were  inflided  upon  the  debtors,  who 
failed  either  in  the  voluntary  or  compelled  obli- 
gations they  had  entered  into. 

The  humane  and  equitable  chiefs  were  fenfibly 
afFcded  with  thefe  enormities,  which  were  more 
atrocious  and  more  frequent  in  South,  than 
they  were  in  North  America.  They  thought  it, 
however,  neceflary  to  tolerate  them,  from  an 
idea  generally  entertained,  that  ii  the  chain 
which  was  formed  was  once  to  be  broken, 
thefe  indolent  and  thoughtlefs  people  would  be 
in  want  of  clothing,  of  inftruments  of  agricul- 
ture, of  cattle  nectlfary  for  all  the  labours,  and 
that  they  would  immediately  fall  into  a  (late  of 
inadion  and  extreme  mifery.    S'.'me  prudent  men 

endea- 
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endeavoured  to  reconcile  interefls  that  were  fo  B  O  O  K 
oppofite  to  each  other ;  but  none  of  their  ideas  ,_j!.J^Ii^ 
were  found  to  be  pradicable.  A  fure  method  of 
leffening  the  mifchief,  would  have  been,  to  put 
the  magiftrates,  who  went  to  feek,  in  another 
hemifphere,  a  fortune  which  their  native  country 
rcfufed  them,  upon  a  better  footing :  but  the 
miniftry  would  never  confent  to  this  increafe  of 
expence.  Since  the  year  175 1,  the  Alcades,  and 
the  Corregidors,  are  obliged  to  fix  upon  the 
place  of  their  refidence,  the  goods  they  have  to 
fell,  and  the  price  they  mean  to  put  upon  them. 
If  they  deviate  from  this  rate,  which  is  approved 
of  by  their  fuperiors,  they  are  to  lofe  their  places, 
and  to  reftore  the  quadruple  of  what  they  have 
purloined.  This  regulation,  which  is  rather  flridl- 
ly  attended  to,  hath  in  fome  degree  diminilhed 
the  depredations. 

A  FORM  of  government  was  wanting  for  thefeve-  Civil  go- 
ral  people  we  have  been  fpeaking  of:  and  the  court  ^tT,"!"  ^ 
or  IVladnd  adopted  that  which  was  the  molt  abio-  bySpainia 
lute.     The  Spanilli  monarchs  took  all  the  rights,  ^"^  ^evt 
and  all  the  powers  into  their  own  hands,  and  in-     °^    ' 
trufted   the   exercife  of  them   to    two  delegates, 
who,    under  the  title  of  viceroys,   were  to  enjoy 
the   prerogatives   of    fovereigiuy    during  all  the 
time  of  their  commilTion.     They  were  attended 
in  their   public   functions,  and  even  in  their  pri- 
vate life,  with  a  degree  of  pomp,  which  feemed 
calculated  to  increa(e  the  refpecft  and  terror  which 
was  infpired  by  authority.     The  number  of  thefe 
diftinguifhed  offices  hath  fince  been  doubled,  with- 
out the  leaft  derogation  from  their  dignity.    Their 
condudl,  however,  as  well  as  that  of  the  inferior 
agents,  was  fubjedt  to  the  cenfure  of  the  Council 
for  India  ;  a  tribunal  erected  in  Europe,  to  govern, 
under  the  infpedlion  of  the  monarch,  the  conquer- 
ed provinces  in  the  New  World. 

la 
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BOOK  In  thefe  diftant  countries  were  cftablifhed  ten 
^^V''-  courts  of  juftice,  appointed  to  infure  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  citizens,  and  to  fettle  any  differ- 
ences that  might  arife  among  them.  Thefe 
tribunals,  known  by  the  name  of  Audiences, 
pronounced  definitively  upon  criminal  matters : 
but  caufcs  that  were  merely  civil,  and  which 
were  for  more  than  10,156  piaftres,  or  54,843 
livres  *,  might  be  carried,  by  appeal,  to  the 
council  for  India.  The  privilege  granted  to 
thefe  great  bodies,  to  make  remonlUances  to  tlie 
depofitaries  of  the  royal  authority,  and  the  ftill 
more  confiderable  prerogative  given  to  thofe  of 
the  capitals,  to  fill  the  duties  of  the  vice  royalty, 
whenever  they  were  vacant,  raifed  them  to  a  de- 
gree of  importance,  which,  as  magiftrates,  they 
would  not  have  acquired. 
Nature  of  It  feemed  more  difficult  to  regulate  the  ecclc- 
fiaftfcai*'  fiafticai  form  of  government.  At  the  period  of 
govern-  the  difcovery  of  the  New  World,  all  Europe  was 
mem  a-  covered  with  a  veil  of  darkncfs,  woven,  or 
Amwica!  thickened,  by  the  prejudices  which  the  court  of 
Rome  had  incelTantly  diffufed,  fometimes  openly, 
and  fometimes  with  cunning.  Thefe  fuperfli- 
tions  were  more  deeply  rooted,  and  more  gene- 
ral in  Spain,  where  the  infidels  had  for  fo  long 
a  time  paft  been  the  objc6l  of  their  hatred  and  of 
their  wars.  The  fovercigns  of  this  kingdom, 
one  would  naturally  imagine,  would  have  ella- 
blifhcd  beyond  the  feas,  the  bad  principles  of  the 
f)oniin^s  who  gave  them  another  hemifphere  :  but 
this  was  not  the  cafe.  Thefe  princes,  more  en- 
lightened, as  it  fhould  fecm,  than  might  be  ex- 
pected from  the  age  they  lived  in,  deprived  the 
ruler  of  ChiiftendcMii  of  the  privilege  of  collating 
to  the  benefices  of  the  church,  and  even  of  the 

*  2,285!.  as.  6d. 
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tithes,  which  the  priefts  had  alTumed   to   them-B  O  O  K 
felves  in  all  parts      Unfo.tunately,  the  prudence     ^^^^' 
that  had  didated  this  fyflem  was  not  followed  by 
their   fuccedorG;    who  founded,  or  permitted  to 
be  founded,  too  great  a  number  of  bilTiopricks. 
Numberlefs  ciuirches  were  conftrudted,  and  con- 
vents of  both  fexes  multiplied   beyond  every  idea 
of  excefs.      Celibacy  became    the  ruling;  pallion 
in  a   defert  country.     Metals,  which  fhould  have 
been  employed    in    fertilizing    the    earth,    were 
thrown  away  upon   the   churches.     The   clergy, 
notwithflanding  their  ignorance  and  corruption, 
obtained   the  reftorarion  of  the  greateft  part   of 
thofe    opprellive    titlies   which    had   been   drawn 
out  of  their  avaricious   hands.     America  feemed 
now  to  have  been  conquered   but  for  them.     In 
the  mean  while,  the  inferior  clergy,  thofe  who  are 
in  other  parts  fo  mild  and  fo  refpedtable,  did  not 
find  themfelvcs  fufHciently  opulent.     The  Indian, 
whom  they   were  appointed  to  inftrudt  and  com- 
fort, did  not  dare  to  appear  before   them  without 
fomc  prefent.     They  indulged  him  in  fuch  of  his 
former  fuperftition.s    as    were    of   advantage    to 
themfelves;  as  for  inftance,  the  cuftom  of  putting 
a  great  quantity  of  provifions  upon   the  tombs  of 
the  dead.     They   fet  an   exorbitant   price   upon 
their  fundions,   and  had  always  fome  pious  inven- 
tions,  which  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  exact- 
ing  frefh  taxes.     Such  a  condu(ft   had   rendered 
their    tenets    generally    odious        Thefe   people 
went  to  mafs  as   they  did  to   the  labours  of  vai- 
falage,  execrating  the   barbarous  ftrangers,    who 
loaded  their  bodies  and    their  fouls   with  burdens 
equally  weighty. 

The  fcandal  became  public,  and  almofl:  gene- 
ral. The  fecular  and  the  regular  clergy,  who 
both  of  them  fulfilled  the  fame  miniftry,  mutually 
accufed  each  other  of  thefe  vexations,     The  firfl 

Vol.  III.  R  defc.ibed 
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BOO  Kdefcribed  their  rivals  as  a  fet  of  vagabonds,  who 
^J^^-    had  withdrawn   themfelves  from  the   fuperintend- 
"^    ^ence   of  their  fuperiors,  in  order  to   follow  their 
hbertinil'm  with   impunity.      The  latter  accufed 
the  other  of  their  ignorance  and  indolence,  and 
cenfured  them  for  being  wholly  taken  up  with  the 
education  of  their  families.      We  acknowledge, 
with  rcgiCt,  that   there   was  reafon    for  thefe  re- 
proaches  on  both  fides.      The  court  was  for   a 
long  time    dilhirbed  by    the   intrigues  of    thefe 
two  cabals,  which  were  inceffantly  renewed.     At 
length  they  decreed,  in   1757,    that  the    monks 
iTiould  occupy  the   benefices  they  held  during  life, 
but  that  they  (liould  not  be  fucceeded  in  them  by 
men  of  the  fame  protelfion.     This  determination, 
which  brings  matters  again  into  their  natural  or- 
der,   will    probably  be  attended  with  favourable 
confequences, 
Diftributi-      [t  was  a  great  point,  to  have  regulated,  in  the 
?ands\ii^    firfl  inflance,  all  the  gieat  fpringsof  the  new  em- 
tlieNew     pire.     It  now   remained   to    fettle   the  defliny  of 
\Voridat  thoic  who  were  to  live  in  it.     The  fovereien,   who 

tnc  time  .       .  ,   ,  ,         ^ 

of  the  thought  himfcif  the  legitimate  poffeflbr  of  all  the 
coiio.ieft.  lands  of  America,  by  right  of  coi.quefl:,  and  by 
acqurrWiR  ^'""^  concclfioR  of  the  poutiflTs,  caufed  fome  of 
thefe  pof-  ihem,  at  firO,  to  be  diflributed  among  his  foldiers, 

^'rlfent "  ^'^"^  ^^^^  (ought  in  the  New  World. 

The  foot  foldier  received  a  piece  of  ground,  of 
the  length  of  one  hundred  feet,  and  cf  the  breadth 
of  fifty,  to  build  upon;  one  thou  land  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  toifes  for  garden-ground  ; 
fevcn  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty- three  for 
his  orchard  ;  nineiy-lour  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  for  the  culture  of  European 
corn  ;  an('  nine  thoufand  four  hundred  and  iwen- 
ty-cight  for  that  of  Indian  C(jrn  ;  and  all  the 
extent  of  ground  that  was  necelTary  to  breed  ten 
hogs,  twenty  goats,  one  hundred  Hieep,  twenty 
2  horned 
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horned  cattle,  and  five  horfes.     The  cavalry  man  BOOK 
was  allowed  double  the  quantity  of  ground   for     ^^^^- 
his  buildings,  and  the  quintuple  of  all  the  reft. 

Soon  after  towns  were  conftruCted.  Thefe  were 
not  left  to  the  caprice  of  perfons  who  meant  to  in- 
habit them.  Theordonnances  required  that  they 
fhould  be  in  an  agreeable  fituation,  in  a  whole- 
fome  air,  on  a  fertile  foil,  abounding  with  wa- 
ters. They  regulated  the  pofition  of  the  churches, 
the  direction  of  the  ftreets,  and  the  extent  of  the 
public  fquares.  It  was  ufually  fomc  rich  and 
adive  individual  who  undertook  to  build  them, 
after  they  had  obtained  the  fandion  of  govern- 
ment. If  the  whole  was  not  finillied  at  the  ftipu- 
lated  time,  he  loft  all  the  money  he  had  ad- 
vanced, and  was  Iikewife  indebted  to  the  trea- 
fury  5,400  livres*.  The  other  obligations  im- 
poled  upon  him  were,  to  find  a  clergyman  for  his 
church,  and  to  fupply  him  with  all  that  was  re- 
quired to  keep  up  the  decency  of  a  regular  form 
of  v/orftiip.  He  was  alfo  obliged  to  colle(5t  at  leaft 
thirty  Spanilh  inhabitants,  each  of  whom  was  to 
have  ten  cows,  four  oxen,  one  mare,  one  fow, 
twenty  fheep,  one  cock,  and  fix  hens.  Wher^ 
thefe  condi(ions  were  fulfilled,  the  civil  and  cri- 
minal jurifdidions  were  granted  to  him  in  the  firft 
inftance  for  two  generations,  the  right  of  appoint- 
ing the  municipal  officers,  and  four  leagues  fquare 
of  territory. 

Part  of  this  great  fpace  was  taken  up  in  the 
placing  of  the  city,  by  the  commons,  and  by  the 
perfon  who  undertook  the  bufinefs.  The  reft  was 
divided  into  equal  portions,  which  were  drawn 
for  by  lot,  and  none  of  which  could  be  alienated 
till  after  five  years  cultivation.  Every  citizen  was 
to  have  as  many  lots  as  he  had  houfes  ^  but  his 
property  was  never  to  exceed  what  Ferdinand  had 
♦  225I. 
R  a  originally 
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BOOK  originally  granted  at  Saint  Domingo  to  three 
^^^^-     horlemtn. 

Tho.sE  perfons  who  had  pofTeflions  in  the  towns 
that  were  already  founded,  were  excluded  by  law 
from  the  new  fettlcments :  but  this  (Irict  regu- 
lation did  not  extend  to  their  children.  All  the 
Indians,  who  were  not  detained  elfewhere  by  en- 
gagements which  they  could  not  break,  were  al- 
lowed to  fettle  there  as  fervants,  as  mechanics,  or 
as  labourers. 

Exclusive  of  the  lands  which  were  fecured  to 
the  troops,  and  to  the  founders  of  towns,  the 
chiefs  of  the  feveral  colonies  were  authorized  to 
didribute  fome  to  the  Spaniards  who  were  in- 
clined to  fettle  in  the  New  Hemifphcre.  This 
^reat  privilege  was  taken  from  them  in  1591. 
Philip  II.  whofe  ambition  engaged  him  in  pei- 
petual  wars,  and  whofe  obflinacy  would  never  al- 
low him  to  put  an  end  to  them,  was  not  able  to 
anfwer  fo  many  expences.  The  fale  of  ihe  lands 
in  America,  which  to  this  period  had  been  given 
away,  was  one  of  the  refources  that  fuggefted  it- 
(i::lf  to  him.  His  law  had,  even  in  fome  fort,  a 
reiroadivc  efFc<5t,  in  as  much  as  it  ordered  the 
confifcation  of  all  that  was  poifeflcd  without  a  le- 
gitimate title,  unlefs  the  ufurper  fliould  confent 
to  redeem  thefe  poffeflions.  An  arrangement  fo 
uleful  in  reality,  or  in  appearance,  to  the  treafury, 
never  received  any  modification  at  any  period,  nor 
hath  it  yet  experienced  any. 

But  it  was  a  more  eafy  matter  to  beftow  lands 
gratuitoufly  upon  fome  adventurers,  or  to  cede 
them  to  fuch  perfons  at  a  low  price,  than  to  in- 
duce them  to  make  them  fertile.  This  kind  of 
labour  was  defpifed  by  the  firfl:  Spaniards,  whom 
their  avidity  had  led  into  the  Indies.  The  flow, 
laborious,  and  expenfive  mode  of  cultivation, 
could  fcarce   tempt  men,    who,    in  the  hope  of 

making 
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making  an  eafy,  brilliant,  and  rapid  fortune,  hads  O  o  K 
braved  the  waves  of  an  unknown  ocean,  and  the^^^^^- 
dangers  of  all  kinds  that  av/aited  them,  upon  iin- 
wholefome  and  barbarous  coafls.  They  v/ere  in 
hafte  to  enjoy  ;  and  the  mod  expeditious  way  of 
doing  this,  was  to  feize  upon  the  minerals.  An 
enlightened  government  would  have  endeavoured 
to  redify  the  ideas  of  their  fubjeds,  and  to  give, 
as  much  as  poflible,  another  bent  to  their  ambi- 
tion. But  the  dired  contrary  of  this  took  place; 
the  error  of  individuals  became  the  policy  of  the 
miniftry  ;  they  were  blind  enough  to  prefer  trea- 
fures  that  are  merely  fo  by  convention,  the  quan- 
tity of  which  could  not  fail  of  being  diminifhed, 
and  which  null  daily  lofe  fomething  of  their  ima- 
ginary price,  to  riches  that  are  inceffantly  fpring- 
ing  up  afrefh,  and  the  value  of  which  muft  gra- 
dually increafe  in  all  times.  This  illr.fion  of  the 
conquerors  and  of  the  fovercigns,  threw  the  Hate 
out  of  the  road  of  profperity,  and  formed  the 
manners  in  America.  Nothing  was  in  eftimation 
but  gold  or  filver,  accumulated  by  rapine,  by  op- 
preflion,  and  by  the  working  of  the  mines. 

In  the  earlieil  times  of  the  conqueft,  it  was  de-  Regulati- 
creed  that  the  mines  fhould   belong;   to  the   per- °'^v"?-'^'^'^ 

•  3t  diner— 

Ibn  who  difcovered   them,  provided  he  had  them  emperiods 
regiftered  in  the  tribunal  neareft  to  the  fpot.    The  for  the 
government  had  at  firft  the  imprudence  to  have  ^p°'Jj"^ 
the  portion  of  this  rich  foil,  which  they  had  re- minei. 
ferved  for  themfelves,  fearched  on  their  own  ac- 
count ;     but  they   foon    renounced   this   ruinous 
error,  and  contracted  the  habit  of  ceding  it  to  the 
proprietor  of  the  reft  of  the  mine  for  a  very  mo- 
derate fura.     If  thefe  treafures  were  found  in  cil- 
tivated   parts,    which  fcarce  ever  happened,    the 
perfon  who  undertook  the  mine  was  to  purchafi 
the  extent  of  ground  he  wanted,  or  to  give  up 
the   hundredth  part  of  the   ore.       Upon  barren 

mount^iu!? 
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B  O  O  Kmountains  the   proprietor  was  more  than    fuffi- 
J^^_[^^ciently  indemnified  for  the  little  damage   he   re- 
ceived, by  the  value  which  a  new  exertion  gave 
to  the   produdlions  cultivated  in   the  neighbour- 
hood. 

From  the  moft  ancient  times,  the  mines,  of 
whitfoever  nature  they  were,  gave  up  to  the  trea- 
fury  in  Spain  the  fifth  of  their  'produce.  This 
cuftom  was  carried  into  the  New  World  ;  but  in 
procefs  of  time  the  government  was  obliged  to 
confine  itfelf  to  a  tenth  for  the  gold,  and  even  in 
1735,  for  the  filver  in  Peru.  They  were  alfo 
obliged  in  general  to  lower  the  price  of  mercury. 
Till  the  year  1761,  this  necefTary  agent  had  been 
fold  for  432  livres  *  the  quintal.  At  this  period  it 
cofl  no  more  than  3241",  or  even  216  livres  J, 
for  the  mines  that  were  not  abundant,  or  which 
were  very  expenfive  in  the  working. 

Every  thing  leads  us  to  fuppofe,  that  the  court 
of  Spain  will  be  obliged,  fooner  or  later,  to  make 
other  facrificcs.  In  proportion  as  the  metals 
grow  more  common  in  commerce,  they  decreafe 
in  value,  and  they  rcprefcnt  fewer  commodities. 
This  degradation  muft  one  day  make  the  beft 
mines  be  negle(f\ed,  as  it  hath  fuccclfively  made 
the  middling  ones  to  have  been  abandoned,  unlefs 
the  burden  of  thofe  who  wr)rk  them  be  alleviated. 
The  time,  perhaps,  is  not  far  diflant,  when  the 
Spanifh  miniflry  mufl  be  contented  with  two  reals, 
or  one  livre  feven  fuls  §,  which  they  receive  per 
mark  for  the  (lamp  and  for  the  coinage. 

The  circumftance  that  might  give  great  weight 
to  thefe  conje(f\ures  is,  that  there  are  fcarce  any 
men,  except  ihofe  whofe  affairs  are  ir:  a  doubtful 
or  ruinous  fituation,  who  venture  the  taking  of  a 
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part  In  the  mines.  If  it  fhoLiId  fometimes  hap-B  O  O  K 
pen,  that  a  rich  merchant  fhould  be  ftimulated  to^J^|^^- 
it  by  an  unbounded  avidity,  he  doth  it  always 
under  the  veil  of  the  mofl:  impenetrable  fecrecy. 
The  bold  fpeculator  may  confent  to  expofe  his 
fortune,  but  never  his  name.  He  is  well  aware, 
that  if  his  engagements  were  known,  his  repu- 
tation, and  his  credit,  would  be  inevitably  lofl. 
It  is  not,  till  his  rafhnefs  hath  been  crowned  with 
the  moft  brilliant  fuccefs,  that  he  can  venture  to 
avow  the  rifks  he  hath  run. 

When  the  government  Ihall  be  obliged  to  give  Taxes 
up  the  duties  they   yet  receive  from  the  metals,  ^^^.'''*'^" 
they  will  ftill   have  confiderable  revenues  for  the  Spanifh 
expences  of  ibvereignty.     The  principal  of  thefe  America, 
ought   to  have  been    the  tithes,  which  Ferdinand 
had  compelled  the  court  of  Rome   to  give  up  to 
him :    but  Charles  V.  from   motives  which  it  is 
not  eafy  to  conJe(flure,  deprived  himfclf  of  them 
in   favour   of  the  bifhops,  the  chapters,  the  rec- 
tors, the  hofpitals,  the  building  of  the  churches; 
in  a   word,  in  favour  of  men    and  of  eflablifh- 
ments,  which  were  either  too  rich  already,  or  Toon 
became  (o.     This   prince  fcarce  tranfmitted  the 
ninth    part   of   them    to  his  fucceflbrs.      It  was 
necelTary    that  a    tribute  extorted   from    the  In- 
dians   fhould    fill    up  a  void  fo    inconfiderately 
made  in  the  public  treafure.     The  fuperior  clafTes 
of   fociety   were  not   treated   with   lefs    manage- 
ment i  all  the  New  World  was  fubjed   to  the  Al- 
cavala. 

This  is  a  tax  levied  only  upon  what  is  fold  by 
wholefale,  and  which  doth  not  extend  to  articles 
fe)f  daily  confumption.  It  comes  originally  from 
the  Moors.  The  Spaniards  adopted  it  in  1341, 
and  fettled  it  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent.  It  was 
afterwards  carried  up  to  ten,  and  even  to  four- 
teen :    but,    in  1750,  arrangements   were  made, 

which 
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BOOK  which  brought  it  bnck  to  what  it  had  been  in  the 
"^'lil-  firll  inftance.  Phiiip  II.  after  the  dilafter  of  that 
fieet,  fo  well  known  by  the  pompous  title  of  In- 
vincible, was  urged,  in  1591,  by  his  wants,  to 
require  this  aflflance  from  his  poireflions  in  Ame- 
rica. It  was  at  fiifl  only  at  two  per  cent,  and  in 
1627  it  rofe  to  four. 

Stampt  pnper  that  mode  fo  wifely  invented 
tofeciire  the  fortune  cf  individuals,  and  which  is 
become,  in  all  parts,  one  of  the  principlc-s  of  their 
ruin  in  the  hands  ot  the  treafury:  ftampt  paper,  I 
fay,  was  introduced,  in  1641,  into  all  the  SpaniOi 
provinces  of  the  New  World 

The  monopoly  of  tobacco  began  to  diftrels 
Peru  in  1752,  Mexico,  in  1754,  and  in  the  inter- 
val of  thde  two  periods,  all  the  other  parts  of  the 
hemifphere  dependent  on  Caflile 

At  divers  times,  the  crown  hath  appropriated 
TO  iifclf,  in  (he  New  as  well  as  in  the  Old  World 
the  monopoly  of  gunpowder,  lead,  and  cards 

The  moll  extraordinary  of  all  imports,  how- 
ever, is  the  crufadc.  It  took  ii's  rife  in  thofe 
figes  cl  folly  and  fanaiicifm,  when  millions  of 
Kuropcans  went  to  lofe  their  lives  in  the  End  for 
the  recovery  of  PaUftine.  The  court  of  Rome 
revived  it  in  favour  of  Fcrdinr.nd ;  who,  in  >50o, 
wilTied  to  attack  the  Moors  cf  Africa.  This  tax 
fliii  fubHTis  in  Spain,  where  it  is  never  lower  than 
twelve  fols  fix  deniers  *,  and  never  higher  than 
four  livrcs-f.  A  greater  fum  is  paid  for  it  in  the 
New  World,  where  it  is  only  collec^led  every 
nvoycaif,  and  where  it  riles  from  ihirty-fivc  fois 
to  thirteen  livres  j,  according  to  the  rank  and 
fortunes  of  the  citizens.  For  this  fum  th.e  people 
acquire  the  liberty  of  obtaining  ablbluiion  from 
their   confefiors,    for  fuch   crimes  as  are  refervtd 

*  Ratlicr  more  tli.in  6cl.  +  3s.  4d. 

J  From  about  is.  ^d.  to  lis.  8J. 
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for  the  abfolution  of  the  Pope  and  the  biHiops ;  b  O  o  K 
they  acquire  the  right  of  eating,  upon  days  of  abfli-     "V'lll. 
nence,  fome  kinds  of  prohibited  food,  and  a  multi-     ~ 
tude  of  indulgences,  for  fins  already  committed,  or 
for  thofe  that  may  be  committed  in  future.     The 
government  do  not  ftridlly  oblige  their  fiibje^ts  to 
take  this  bull  :  but   the.  priefts  would  retufe   the 
comforts  of  religion  to  thofe  who  lliould  neglect 
or   difdain  it ;    and  there  is  not,  perhaps,  in  all 
Spanifli    America,    one  man   fufficiently   bold   or 
fufficiently  enlightened   to  brave  this  ecclefiaftical 
cenfure. 

I  WILL  not,  therefore,  addrefs  myfelf  to  a  fetof 
foolifh  mortals,  whom  we  fhould  in  vain  advife  to 
fhake  off  the  double  yoke  under  which  they  are 
opprefled ;  and  I  will  not  lay  to  them,  What!  do 
ye  not  conceive  that  Providence,  which  watches 
over  your  prefervation,  in  prefeniing  you  with 
food  which  is  proper  for  you,  and  in  perpetuating 
incelTantly  the  appetency  you  have  for  it,  meant 
undoubtedly  to  allow  you  the  free  ufe  of  it  ?  If 
the  Heavens  were  irritated  when  you  cat  of  it  in 
a  forbidden  fealon,  there  is  no  power  on  earth 
that  could  difpenfe  with  your  obedience.  Do  yc 
not  fee  that  your  flupid  credulity  is  impofed 
upon,  and  that  by  an  infamous  kind  of  traffic, 
a  being  who  is  not  greater  than  you  are,  a  crea- 
ture who  is  nothing  before  the  face  of  your  com- 
mon mafter,  arrogates  to  himfelf  the  right  of 
commanding  you  in  his  name,  or  of  freeing  you 
from  the  obfervation  of  his  orders  for  a  piece  of 
money  ?  This  piece  of  money,  doth  he  take  it 
for  himfelf,  or  doth  he  give  it  to  his  God  ?  Is  his 
God  indigent  ?  Doth  he  depend  upon  refources, 
or  doth  he  amafs  treafures?  If  in  the  other  life 
he  be  a  rewarder  of  virtue,  and  an  avenger  of 
crimes,  neither  the  gold  which  you  have  given, 
nor  the  ablblution  which  you  iTiall  have  pur- 
chafed 
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BOOK  chafed  with  that  gold,  will  have  any  effedl  upon 
^"'"  the  (bale.  Jf  his  venal  juftice  fhould  admit  of 
corruption,  he  would  be  as  vile  and  as  contempti- 
ble as  ihofe  who  are  fcated  in  your  tribunals.  If 
his  reprefentative  had  the  fame  power  for  himfelf, 
as  he  hath  perl'uaded  you  that  he  hath  for  you,  he 
might  be  the  mofl:  wicked  of  mankind  with  impu- 
nity, fince  there  is  not  any  crime  which  he  would 
not  have  it  in  his  power  to  pardon.  Neither  will 
]  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  fubaltern  minifters  of  this 
proud  chief,  becaufe  they  have  a  common  intcreft 
with  him  ;  and  that  inftead  of  anfwering  me  they 
would  light  up  the  flake  under  my  feet.  But  I 
will  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  Chief  himfelf,  and  to 
the  whole  body  over  which  he  prefides,  and  1  will 
tell  them : 

It  is  time  you  fliould  renounce  this  unwor- 
thy monopoly,  which  difgraccs  you,  and  which 
diihonours  both  the  God  whom  you  preach,  and 
the  religion  which  you  profefs.  Simplify  your 
dodrine,  and  purge  it  from  abfurdities.  Aban- 
don, with  a  good  grace,  all  the  pods  from  which 
you  will  be  driven.  The  world  is  too  enlightened 
to  be  any  longer  gulled  with  incomprehenfibili- 
ties  that  are  repugnant  to  reafon,  or  to  give 
credit  to  miraculous  falfehoods,  being  common 
to  all  religions,  cannot  be  admitted  as  proofs 
for  any  one.  Return  to  a  pra<fticable  and  focial 
fyftem  of  morality.  Let  the  reformation  of  your 
theology  be  followed  by  that  of  your  manners. 
Since  you  enjoy  the  privileges  of  fociety,  partake 
of  the  burdens  of  it.  Do  not  any  longer  plead 
your  immunities  againfl  the  efforts  of  an  equi- 
table minirtry,  who  would  wifh  to  bring  you 
back  to  the  general  condition  of  other  citizens. 
Your  fpirit  of  intoleration,  and  the  odious  means 
by  which  you  have  acquired,  and  dill  continue  to 
heap  up  riches  upon  riches,  have  done  more  in- 
jury 
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jury  to  your  opinions,  than  all  the  arguments  oFb  o  o  k. 
incredulity.  Had  you  been  the  appeafers  of  ^'^^^• 
public  and  domeftic  troubles,  the  advocates  of  the 
poor,  the  llipport  of  the  perfecuted,  the  media- 
tors between  the  hufband  and  the  wife,  between 
fathers  and  children ;  had  you  been,  among 
citizens,  the  organs  of  the  law,  the  friends  of 
the  throne,  and  co-operators  with  the  magiftrate; 
however  abfurd  your  tenets  had  been,  mankind 
would  have  been  filent.  No  one  would  have 
ventured  to  attack  a  clafs  of  men  fo  ufeful  and  lb 
refpedlable.  But  you  have  fpread  divifions  over 
Europe  for  concerns  of  the  moft  frivolous  nature. 
All  countries  have  been  reeking  with  blood, 
and  for  reafons  which  at  pret'ent  we  blulli  to 
think  of.  If  you  would  reftore  to  your  miniftry 
it's  former  dignity,  be  humble,  be  indulgent, 
be  even  poor  if  it  fhouid  be  neceffary:  for  fo 
your  founder  was.  His  apoflles,  his  difciples, 
and  their  followers,  who  converted  all  the 
known  world,  were  fo  likewife.  Be  neither 
mountebanks  nor  hypocrites,  nor  fimoniacal,  nor 
dealers  in  things  which  you  give  out  as  holy. 
Endeavour  to  become  priefl:s  again  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  delegates  from  the  Mofl  High,  to  preach 
virtue  to  men,  and  to  fliew  them  the  exaniple  of 
it.  And  thou,  Pontiff  of  Rome,  call  thyfelf  no 
longer  the  fervant  of  the  fcrvants  of  God,  unlcfs 
thou  wilt  be  fo.  Confider  that  the  aera  of  thy 
bulls,  of  thine  indulgences,  of  thy  pardons,  and 
of  thy  difpenfations  is  part.  It  is  in  vain  that 
thou  would'ft  fell  the  Holy  Ghort,  if  no  one  can 
be  found  to  purchafe  it.  Thy  ipiritual  revenue 
is  continually  decreafing,  and,  fooner  or  later,  it 
muft  be  reduced  to  noihino;.  Whatever  the  fub- 
fidies  may  be,  the  nations  that  pay  them  are 
naturally  inclined  to  get  rid  of  them  ;  and  the 
llighteft   pretence   is   fufficient.      Since    from    a 

fiOicrman, 
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B  o  O  Kfif^erman,  tliou  haft  made  thyfelf  a  temporal 
'^ni.  prince,  become,  as  all  good  fovereigns  are,  the 
promoter  of  agriculture,  of  the  arts,  of  manu- 
fa(5\ures,  of  trade,  and  of  population.  Thou 
Aviit  then  have  no  occafion  for  a  traffic  that  is 
fcandalous.  Thou  wilt  reftore  to  the  labours  of 
man,  the  precious  days  which  thou  haft  deprived 
liim  of;  and  thou  wilt  recover  our  veneration, 
which  thou  haft  loft. 

The  finances  of  the  Spanifh  continent  of  the 
other  hemifphere  were  for  a  long  time  a  myftery 
to  the  miniftry  themfelves.  This  chaos  was  in 
fome  meafure  cleared  up  by  M.  de  la  Enfenada. 
Each  of  the  twelve  years  of  his  fortunate  admi- 
niftration,  the  crown  received  from  thefe  coun- 
tries, or  from  the  duties  they  colledted  at  the  de- 
parture and  at  the  return  of  the  fleets,  i  7,7 1 9,4.48 
livres  1  2  fols  (ij).  This  refource  of  government 
hath  fince  been  much  increafed,  both  from  the 
value  of  the  new  taxes,  and  from  the  ftridnefs 
That  hath  been  obferved  in  the  collecting  of  the 
old  ones.  At  prefent  the  public  revenue  of 
Mexico  amounts  to  54,000,000  livres  (b) ;  that  of 
Peru,  to  27,000,000  livres  (r) ;  that  of  Guatimala, 
of  the  New  Kingdom,  of  Chili,  and  of  Paraguay 
to  9,100,000  li\  res  (^J.  This  amounts  in  all  to 
90,100,000  livres  (f).  The  local  expences  abforb 
56,700,000  livres  (/) ;  fo  that  there  remain  for  the 
ireafury,  34,500,000  livres  (g).  Add  to  this 
fum,  20,584,450  livres  (/;) ;  which  they  receive  in 
Europe  iifclf  upon  the  articles  fent  to  the  colo- 
nies, or  which  are  brought  from  thence,  and  it 
will  be  found  that  the  court  of  Madrid  draws 
annually,    55,084,450  livres  (/)    from   it's   pro- 

('j)  758,3101.  7s,  2d.  (/>)  2,250,000!. 

(r)  1,125,000).  (i/)  379,1661.  13s.  4-1. 

(0  3,754.i<56l.  r5S.4d.  (J)  2,362,500!. 

(S)  1,437,50c!.  (A)  857,5851.  83.  4d. 
(»)  3,295,1851.  8s.  4d. 

vinccs 
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vinces  in  the  New  World.     But  all   thefe  richesBOOK 

do  not  enter  into  the  royal  coffers  of  the  mother-     ^'^^^• 

country.     Part  of  ihem  is  employed  in  the  Spa- ^ 

nifh  iflands  in  America,  for  the  expence  of  fove- 

rcig.ity,  and  for  the  building  of  fhips,  or  for  the 

purchafing  of  tobacco. 

Spaim  had  fcarce  difcovered  this  other  hem i- Deftruc- 

fphere,  when  iTie  conceived  the  idea  of  a  fvftem^'.*';!"""^' 
I  1  ir  1  i-i  cipies  up- 

unknown   to  the  people  or  antiquity,  but  which  on  which 

hath  fince  been  adopted  by  modern  nations,  that  Spain  firft 
of  taking  into  her  hands  all  the  produdions  of  j"^"^^, 
her  colonics,  and  the  whole  care  of  fupplyingnedions 
them  with  provifions.  In  this  view  the  govtrn-^;"^V^*^ 
ment  were  not  fatisfied  with  forbidding  thefe  new  world, 
eftablifhments,  under  capital  penalties,  to  hold 
any  foreign  intercourfe;  but  they  carried  their 
ftridnefs  fo  far,  as  to  render  all  communication 
between  them  impra(flicable,  and  to  prohibit 
them  from  fending  any  of  their  fhips  to  (he 
country  from  which  they  originally  came.  This 
fpirit  of  jealoufy  foon  betrayed  itfelf  in  the 
mother-country.  The  fhips,  indeed,  were  at  firfl- 
allowed  to  fet  out  from  different  ports;  but  they 
were  all  obliged  to  return  to  Seville.  The 
wealth,  which  tljis  preference  accumulated  in 
this  city,  foon  enabled  it  to  obtain,  that  the 
fhips  fhould  be  difpatched  from  it's  harbour,  as 
well  as  they  were  compelled  to  return  to  it.  The 
river,  that  wafhes  it's  walls,  not  being  afterwards 
found  confiderable  enough  to  receive  the  fhips, 
which  had  gradually  increafed  to  a  certain  ilze, 
it  was  the  peninfuia  of  Cadiz,  which  became  the 
general  ftaple.  All  foreign  merchants,  fettled  in 
this  port,  which  was  become  famous,  were  for- 
bidden to  take  a  direcft  part  in  a  trade  of  fo  lu- 
crative a  nature.  In  vain  did  they  reprefent, 
that  as  they  confumed  the  provifions  of  the  king- 
dom, as  they  paid  the  taxes,  and  as  they  encou- 
raged 
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BOOK  raged  agriculture,  iuduftry,  and  navigation,  they 
^^'*-  .ought  to  be  confidercd  as  citizens,  Tliele  reafons 
were  never  attended  to  in  a  court  wliere  cuftoni 
was  the  fupreme  law.  Tiiefe  adive,  opulent,  and 
cnhghtcned  men,  who  for  a  long  time  pad:  had 
alone  kept  up  the  connections  between  the  Anci- 
ent and  the  New  World,  were  always  obliged, 
>viih  more  dilguft  and  inconvenience  than  one 
would  imagine,  to  cover  their  mod  trilling  tranl- 
adions  under  a  Spanifli  name. 

The  liberty  of  undertaking  voyages  to  the 
great  i'etilements  that  were  forming  on  all  fides 
in  the  other  Hemifphere,  was  even  much  re- 
flrained  with  regard  to  the  natives  themfelves. 
The  government  took  the  rcfolulion  of  regu 
lating,  every  year,  the  number  of  fhips  that  it 
was  thouglir  proper  to  fend,  and  to  fix  the  time 
of  their  letting  out.  It  entered  into  their  fyfleiii 
of  politics,  to  render  thefe  voyages  very  unfre- 
quent,  and  the  permilllon  to  fit  out  a  vellijl 
became  a  very  fignal  favour.  In  order  to  obtain 
it,  the  capital  of  the  empire  was  filled  with  in- 
trigues, and  corruption  was  kept  up  in  all  the 
cflices. 

Under  the  pretence  of  preventing  frauds,  of 
cflablifhing  an  invariable  order,  and  of  pro- 
curing entire  fafety  to  fliips  that  were  richly 
laden,  delays,  vifitations,  fearchings,  failois, 
and  formalities  of  every  ki;id  were  multiplied  to 
fuch  a  degree,  both  in  Europe  and  America, 
that  the  ufelefs  expsnces  doubled  the  value  of 
fome  goods,  and  enhanced  confiderably  that  of 
others. 

Thr  oppreflion  of  the  cufloms  completed  the 
ruin  of  every  thmg.  The  articles  exported  to  the 
oilier  Hemifphere,  were  fubjected  to  fuch  duties, 
as  had  never  cxilled  in  any  age,  or  on  any  part  of 
the  globe.     The  pric*  even  that  had  been  given 

for 
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for  them  was   taxed.     The  gold,  on  it's  return,  B  o  o  K 
paid  four  per  cent,  and  the  filvcr  nine.  ^^^^• 

But  how  was  it  poflible  that  the  court  of  Ma- R^^^^^g 
dfid  fliould  be  fo  grofsly  deceived  with  refpetl:  to  why  the 
their  intereftsi  or  (till  more,  how  was  it  pollible  ^°"J^?^ 
they  fhould  perfift  in  their  error  ?  Let  us  endeavour,  perfever- 
if  we  can,  to  find  out  the  caufes  of  lb  ftrange  an  edin  their 

,*^f„».    .•  erroneous 

infatuation.  fy^t,^. 

The  empire  of  the  Spaniards  over  the  New 
"World  was  eftablil"hed  in  an  age  of  ignorance  and 
barbarifm.  All  the  principles  of  government 
were  then  forgotten  ;  and  we  need  not  certainly 
be  furprifed,  that  in  the  intoxication  of  their 
vidories,  a  fet  of  proud  conquerors  fhould  not 
have  reftored  knowledge,  which  had  been  ba- 
nifhed  from  Europe  for  ten  or  twelve  centuries 
pafl:. 

At  this  period  of  general  infatuation,  the  court 
of  Madrid  did  not  conjedure  that  the  fettlements 
they  were  forming  in  another  hemifphere  would 
\  only  be  ufeful,  in  as  much  as  they  fhould  pro- 
duce an  encouragement  of  their  agriculture, 
induflry,  and  navigation.  Far  from  making  the 
colonies  fubordinare  to  the  mother-country,  it 
was,  in  fome  meafure,  the  mother-country  that 
was  fubordinate  to  the  colonies.  Every  political 
oeconomy  was  either  negleifted  or  difdained ;  v^ 
and  the  grandeur  of  the  monarchy  was  viewed 
only  in  the  gold  and  fiKer  of  America.  The 
people  were  feized  with  the  fame  ambition  ;  and 
abandoned  their  native  country  in  multitudes  to 
go  in  fearch  of  thefe  metals.  Thefe  immenfe  and 
continual  emigrations,  left  a  void  in  the  popula- 
tion of  the  principal  country,  which  was  not  lillcd 
up  by  the  refort  of  foreigners,  becaufe  they  were 
incelfantly  driven  from  it  by  pride  and  thefpiritof 
intoleration.    , 

Spain 


y 
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BOOK  Spain'  was  confirmed,  by  ruccefiTcs  wliich  were 
'^^^'-  maintained  rather  for  a  li>ng  time,  in  t!ie  falfc 
TDad  (he  had  at  firft  marked  out  for  hcrfcir.  An 
afcc-nJcncy  which  (he  owed  to  circumftances  alone, 
appeared  to  her  to  be  a  neccflary  conlequence  of 
her  adminiftration  and  her  maxims. 

Twii  calamities  which  afterwards  invaded  this 
kingdom  on  all  fides,  might  polfibly  have  enlight- 
ened it.  An  almofl:  con'.inued  ferits  of  wars,  fome 
more  fatal  than  others,  deprived  it  of  the  tranquil- 
lity necefiary  to  examine  into  the  defects  of  a  fyf- 
tem,  which  had  been  uninterruptedly  purfued  with 
the  greateft  fccurity. 

The  knowledge   fucceflively  acquired,  or  dif- 

fufed  by  other  nations,  was  very  well  calculated  to 

refute  and  dillipate  the  errors  of  Spain.     Whether 

from  pride  or  jealoufy,  this  nation  obftinately  re- 

\y  jedled  the  lights  it  might  have  obtained  from  it's 

^   rivals,  or  it's  neighbours. 

In  default  of  foreign  aids,  the  Spaniards,  born 
with  a  fpirit  of  reflexion,  and  with  penetrating 
fagacity,  might  have  difcovered  many  circum- 
ftances  of  confequence  to  their  profperity.  This 
kind  of  genius,  which  was  fit  for  every  thing, 
unfortunately  turned  itfelf  towards  contempla- 
tions which  could  not  but  increafe  their  mif- 
'   takes. 

To  fill  up  the  meafure  of  tliefe  misfortunes, 
the  court  of  Madrid  had,  from  early  times,  im- 
pofed  a  law  upm  themfelvcs,  to  fupport  the 
meafures  they  had  followed,  in  <;rdt.r  that  they 
might  not  be  fulpe(fled  of  having  lightly  taken  a 
refolutioii.  Events,  however  di  (graceful  they 
were,  did  iiut  dilguft  them  of  thefe  politics  in 
their  connections  with  America,  and  they  were 
confirmed  in  them,  by  the  combined,  or  feparate 
fuflfrages,  of  a  multitude  of  corrupt  or  dilhoneft 
1  agents, 
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agents,  who  infured  their  own  private  fortune  by  B  o  o  K 
the  keeping  up  of  univerfal  confufioii.  v_U^^' 

The   mifchief,    however,    was   not    felt  fromconfe- 
the  firfl:,  although  feme  celebrated  writers   have  q'i^nces 
afferted  this  with  confidence.     According  to  their  T^'f^'^^ 

••  r<       ■        r     •  riri  ■  n       r       r  tatal  com- 

opinion,  Spain,  feeing  herfelr  the  miftrefs  of  Ame-  bijiations 
rica,   voluntarily  renounced  her  manufadlures  and  of  ^heSpa- 
er  agriculture.     Such  an  extravagant  idea  never  niitry  were 
entered  into  the  fyftem  of  any  nation.      At  the  aft^nded 
period    when   the  other    Hemifphere   was   difco- T'^J' ^^"^^ 

••  ^         ,  in  the  mo- 

vered,  Seville  was  celebrated  tor  it's  filk  ther-coun- 
manufa(5tures ;  the  woollens  of  Segovia  vvere^''>'' 
efteemed  the  fined  in  Europe,  and  the  fluffs  of 
Catalonia  found  an  advantageous  mart  in  Italy 
and  in  the  Levant.  Other  openings  for  trade 
gave  frefh  atlivity  to  this  induftry,  and  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  lands,  which  is  infeparable 
from  it.  Had  it  been  otherwife,  how  is  it  pof- 
fible  that  this  monarchy  could  have  invaded  fo 
many  provinces ;  fuftained  fo  many  tedious  and 
bloody  wars ;  paid  fo  many  foreign  and  national 
troops ;  equipped  fuch  numerous  and  formidable 
fleets ;  kept  up  divifion  in  the  neighbouring 
dates,  and  purchafed  traitors  among  them  ;  fub- 
verted  all  nations  by  their  intrigues;  and  given 
the  impulfe  to  all  political  events  ?  How  couid 
they  have  been  the  fird,  and,  perhaps,  the  oniy 
power  of  the  univerfe  ? 

But  all  thefe  exertions  occafioned  an  immenfe 
confumption  of  men  :  feveral  went  over  into  the 
New  Wor-jd  :  this  other  Hemifphere,  more 
wealthy  and  tnore  populous,  required  more  mer- 
chandifc;  and  hands  weie  wanting  for  all  the 
labours.  Then  Spain  was  furnifned  with  fub- 
lidence,  and  her  colonies  were  fupplitd  wich 
clothing,  by  foreign  nations,  where  fpecie  was 
dill  fcarce,  and,  confequently,  labour  at  a  mo- 
derate price.  In  vain  were  tliey  excluded  from 
.  Vol.  111.  S  this 


J) 
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BOOK  this  traffic  by  ftrid  regulations.  Whether  they 
vnr.  ^vere  friends  or  foes,  they  carried  it  on  without 
interruption,  and  with  fuccefs,  under  the  name 
of  the  Spaniards,  whofe  honefty  always  de- 
fcrved  the  highell  encomiums.  The  govern- 
ment thought  to  remedy  what  they  imagined  to 
be  an  evil,  but  which  was  nothing  more  than  the 
iiecefTary  confequcnce  of  the  (late  of  things,  by 
renewing  the  ancient  prohibition  of  exporting 
either  gold  or  filver.  Ac  Seville,  and  afterwards 
at  Cadiz,  fome  bravoes,  called  Metedores,  car- 
ried the  ingots  upon  the  ramparts,  and  threw 
ihem  over  to  other  Metedores,  who  were  to  deli- 
ver them  to  the  boats  that  came  up  to  receive 
them.  This  clandcftine  trade  was  never  difturbed 
by  excifemen,  or  by  guards,  who  were  all  paid 
to  fhut  their  eyes.  More  flridtnefs  would  only  have 
ferved  to  increafe  the  price  of  the  mcrchandife, 
from  the  greater  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  value 
of  it.  If,  in  conformity  to  the  rigour  of  the  or- 
donnances,  any  delinquent  had  been  feized,  tried, 
and  condemned  to  death,  and  his  property  confif- 
cated,  fuch  an  atrocious  adl,  far  from  preventing 
the  exportation  of  the  metals,  would  have  in- 
creafed  it ;  becaufe  the  perfons  who  had  before 
been  fatisfied  with  a  moderate  gratuity,  requiring 
a  falary  proportioned  to  the  danger  they  mult 
incur,  would  have  increafed  their  profits  by  their 
rifks,  and  would  have  made  a  great  deal  of  mo- 
ney go  out,  in  order  that  they  might  have  the  more 
for  themfelves. 

Such  was  the  llate  of  Spain,  when  fhe  herfelf 
voluntaiily  aggravated  her  calamities  by  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  Moors. 

Ti.is  nation  had  reigiied  for  a  long  time,  al- 
moft  over  the  whole  of  the  peninfula.  From 
one  pod  to  another,  they  were  fucceffively  driven 
10  Granada  ;  where  after  a  ten  years  conti- 
nuance 
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nuance  of  a  bloody  war,  they  were  again  forced, B  O  O  K 
in  1492,  to  fubmit  to  the  yoke.  By  the  terms,  ^^^^' 
of  capitulation,  they  were  to  be  allowed  to  fol- 
low their  own  form  of  worfhip ;  but  the  con- 
queror, under  various  pretences,  foon  wifhed  to 
deprive  them  of  this  facred  right ;  and  they  took 
up  arms  in  order  to  maintain  it.  Fortune  de- 
clared itfelf  againfl  thefe  unfortunate  MuiTul- 
rnen ;  and  numbers  of  them  periflied  by  the 
fword.  Others  purchafed  the  right  of  taking 
refuge  in  Africa;  and  the  reft  were  condemned 
to  appear  Chriftians. 

This  apparent  compliance,  with  which  Ferdi- 
nand and  Charles  chofe  to  be  fatisfied,  did  not 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  Philip  II.  This 
perfecuting  prince  required  that  the  Infidels  fhould 
be  really  of  his  religion.  In  the  hope  of  engag- 
ing them  to  this  more  certainly,  and  in  lefs  time, 
he  ordered,  in  1568,  that  thefe  people  fhould  re- 
nounce their  idiom,  their  names,  their  habits,  their 
baths,  their  cuftoms,  and  every  thing  that  could 
diftinguifh  them  from  his  other  fubjec'ts  Defpo- 
tifm  was  carried  fo  far,  as  to  forbid  them  from 
changing  their  refidence,  without  the  confent  of 
the  magiftratc;  from  marrying,  without  the  leave 
of  the  bifhop  j  from  bearing  arms,  under  any  pre- 
tence whatever ;  and  even  from  having  any  in 
their  poflellion.  An  obftinate  refiftance  muft  have 
been  the  confequence  of  fo  blind  an  a(ft  of  tyran- 
ny. Unfortunately,  men  who  had  no  leader,  no 
difcipline,  and  no  means  of  carrying  on  the  war, 
could  make  none  but  unavailing  efforts  againft  nu- 
merous armies,  accuftomed  to  carnage,  and  com- 
manded by  experienced  generals.  The  inhabit- 
ants of  the  towns  and  country  places,  who  had 
entered  into  the  rebellion,  were  almoft  generally 
exterminated.  Servitude  became  the  lot  of  all  the 
prifoners  of  both  fexes.  Thofe  even  of  the  Moors 
S  z  who 
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BOOK  who  had  remained  quietly  at  home,  were  con- 
.  ^^^  veyed  into  the  interior  provinces  of  the  kingdom, 
where  they  met  with  nothing  but  infults  and  re- 
proach. 

This  difperfion,  and  this  humiliation,  did  not 
produce  the  effed  that  was  expeded.  Tlie 
cruelties,  which  were  incelTantly  renewed  by  a 
fanguinary  tribunal,  were  not  more  availing. 
It  appeared  to  the  clergy,  that  the  only  way  re- 
maining, was  to  expel  from  the  monarchy  all 
thefe  enemies  who  fo  obftinately  peififted  in  their 
dodrines.  This  was  accompiillied  in  1610,  not- 
withftanding  the  oppofition  of  fome  flatcfmen,  ai.d 
iiotwithflanding  the  ilill  warmer  folicitations  of 
the  grandees,  who  kept  in  their  palaces,  or  on  their 
domain,  many  {laves  of  the  nation  that  was  per- 
fecuted  by  fuperftition. 

We  find  from  all  accounts,  that  this  profcrip- 
tion  deprived  Spain  of  a  million  of  inhabitants. 
Some  authentic  pieces,  colleded  by  Eleda,  a 
prudent  and  contemporary  writer,  fhcw  that  this 
number  mufl  be  reduced  to  four  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  thoufand  three  hundred  and  four- 
teen. This  was  not  the  whole  of  the  Moors  that 
had  efcaped  the  fury  of  the  wars,  and  the  fana- 
licifm  of  the  conquerors,  or  that  remained  from 
the  emigrations,  fometimes  tolerated  and  fomc- 
times  clandeflinc.  The  government  retained  tiic 
women  that  were  married  to  former  Chriilians, 
v/hofe  faith  was  not  fufpicious  to  the  bifhops,  and 
all  the  children  under  (even  years  of  age. 

In  the  mean  while  the  ftate  loft  the  twen- 
tieth part  of  their  population,  and  the  moft  la- 
borious part,  as  the  profcribed  and  perfecuted 
feds  will  always  be.  Whatever  were  the  occu- 
pations of  thefe  people ;  whether  their  ftrength 
was  employed  in  the  fields,  in  the  manufadures, 
or  in  the  meaneft  offices  of  fociety,  it  is  certain 
2  that 
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that  a  great  deficiency  was  made  in  the  labours,  B  O  O  K 
as  well  as  in  the  tributes  colleded.  The  burden.  ^^^^*" 
which  had  been  borne  by  the  Infidels  fell  chiefly 
upon  the  weavers.  This  additional  weight  drove 
many  of  them*  into  Flanders  and  into  Italy  ; 
while  the  reft,  without  quitting  the  country,  re- 
nounced their  profeflion.  The  filks  of  Valencia, 
and  the  fine  wool  of  Andalufia  and  Caftile,  were 
no  longer  manufaclured  by  the  Spaniards. 

The  treafury  having  no  more  manufadurers  to 
opprefs,  now  opprefled  the  farmers.  The  taxes 
levied  upon  agriculture,  were  as  ill-judged  as 
they  were  various  and  exceflive.  Befide  general 
duties,  there  were  what  the  financiers  call  extraor- 
dinary duties,  which  is  a  mode  of  levying  money 
upon  a  particular  clafs  of  citizens  ;  a  kind  of  tax 
unprofitable  to  the  ftate,  and  ruinous  to  thofe  who 
are  taxed,  and  which  tends  only  to  enrich  the 
perfon  who  hath  contrived  it.  Thefe  refources 
proved  inadequate  to  the  urgent  necefllties  of  go- 
vernrrjent,  and  the  financiers  were  called  upon  to 
advance  confiderable  fnms.  At  this  period,  they 
became  mafters  of  the  flate,  and  v,  ire  empowered 
to  farm  out  the  feveral  parts  of  their  leafe.  This 
introduced  a  multitude  of  agents,  and  with  them 
numberlefs  reflraints  and  oppreflions.  The  laws 
which  thefe  rapacious  men  were  allowed  to  enadl, 
were  only  fo  many  fnares  to  feduce  the  honeft 
and  credulous.  In  procefs  of  time,  they  ufurped 
the  fovereign  authority,  and  four:d  means  to 
elude  the  royal  tribunals,  to  chufe  judges  for 
themfelves,  and  to  pay  them. 

The  owners  of  the  lands  that  were  opprefled 
by  this  tyranny,  either  threw  up  their  eftates,  or 
negledted  the  improvement  of  them.  That  fer- 
tile peninfula,  which,  though  fubjedt  to  frequenc 
droughts,  ftill  afforded  fubliflence  to  thirteen  or 
fourteen   millions  of  inhabitants   before   the  dif- 

covery 
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BOOK  covery  of  America,  and  had  formerly  been  the 
^  _|^_^.  granary  of  Rome  and  of  all  Italy,  was  foon  over- 
fpread  with  thorns  and  briars.  The  pernicious 
cuflom  of  fixing  the  price  of  corn  was  then  adopt- 
ed j  and  public  granaries  were  cflablifhed  in  eve- 
ry province,  which  were  confequently  managed 
without  either  fkill,  care,  or  honefty.  Befides, 
what  advantage  could  be  expecfled  to  arife  from 
fuch  precarious  refources  ?  How  could  it  poflibly 
enter  into  any  one's  thoughts,  to  lay  reftraints  up- 
on the  price  of  corn,  in  order  to  increafe  the 
quantity  of  it  -,  to  raifc  the  price  of  provifions,  in 
order  to  make  them  cheaper ;  or  to  facilitate  mo- 
nopoly, in  order  to  prevent  it  ? 

When  once  a  nation  hath  begun  to  decline,  it 
feldom  recovers  itfelf.  The  lofs  of  population, 
of  the  manufadlures,  of  trade,  and  of  agricul- 
ture, was  attended  with  the  greatcft  evils.  While 
Europe  was  daily  improving  in  knowledge,  and 
all  nations  were  animated  with  a  fpirit  of  induftry, 
Spain  was  falling  into  a  flate  of  inadtion  and  bar- 
barifm.  The  duties  of  the  former  cuftoms,  which 
were  flill  fuftcred  to  remain  upon  goods  pafling 
from  one  province  to  another,  were  carried  to 
fuch  an  excefs,  as  to  prevent  all  communication 
between  them.  Even  the  conveyance  of  money 
fiom  one  province  to  another,  was  prohibited. 
In  a  fhort  tune,  not  the  lead  fign  of  a  road  was  to 
be  feen.  Travellers  were  (lopped  at  the  crofling 
of  rivers,  where  there  was  neither  bridge  nor 
boats.  There  was  not  a  fmgle  canal,  or  one  na- 
vigable river.  People,  the  mod  fuperflitious  in 
the  world,  with  regard  to  the  obfervance  of  fall 
days,  fuffered  their  fifheries  to  decline,  and  bought 
fifh  every  year  to  the  amount  of  twelve  millions  *. 
Except   a  few   ill-built  vcifcls  deftined  for  their 

♦  500,0001. 
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colonies,  they  had  not  a  fingle  fhip  belonging  to  B  o  o  K 
government  in  their  harbours.  Their  coafts  lay,  ^^^[- 
expofed  to  the  depredations  of  the  Earbary  cor- 
fairs.  To  avoid  thefe,  they  were  obliged  to 
freight  upon  foreign  bottoms,  even  the  avi/os 
they  fent  to  the  Canary  iflands  and  to  America. 
Philip  IV.  polTefled  of  all  the  rich  mines  of 
America,  at  once  found  all  his  gold  changed  into 
copper,  and  was  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of 
making  his  copper  coin  bear  almoft  the  fame  va- 
lue as  that  of  filver. 

These  were  not  the  greateft  grievance?  of  the 
monarchy.  Spain,  from  an  abfurd  and  fuperfti- 
tious  veneration  for  the  age  of  her  conquefts, 
fcornfully  rejedted  whatever  was  not  praclifed  in 
thofe  glorious  days.  The  Spaniards  faw  all  other 
nations  growing  more  enlightened,  more  exalted, 
and  more  powerful,  but  thought  it  beneath  them  to 
copy  after  any  one  of  them.  An  abfolute  contempt 
for  the  improvements  and  cuftoms  of  their  neigh- 
bours, formed  the  diftinguifhing  character  of  this 
people. 

The  inquifition,  that  tremendous  tribunal, 
which  was  at  firft  eftablilbed  in  order  to  flop  the 
progrefs  of  Judaifm  and  of  the  Koran,  had  en- 
tirely altered  the  charader  of  the  Spaniards.  It 
had  accuftomed  them  to  referve,  to  miftruft,  and 
to  jealoufy.  And,  indeed,  how  fliould  it  have 
been  otherwife  ?  When  a  fon  could  accufe  his 
father,  a  mother  her  child  and  her  hufband,  a 
man  his  friend,  or  his  fellow-citizen  ;  when  mu- 
tual accufations  were  the  bent  of  all  the  pafiions ; 
when  a  man  might  be  feized  upon  in  the  midft 
of  his  children,  and  thrown  into  a  dark  dungeon, 
by  the  fatellites,  either  in  the  day,  or  in  the 
night-time ;  when  the  crime  laid  to  a  man's 
charge  was  concealed  from  him  ;  when  a  man 
was  compelled   to  defend  himfelf,  and    being  in 

prilon 
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BOO  K  pr  Ton  for  a  fault  which  he  had  not  committed, 
^"''  .was  afterwards  detained  and  tried  for  a  fecrct 
fault  which  he  had  avowed  ;  when  the  trial  was 
carried  on,  and  finifhed,  without  confronting 
the  witnelTes  ;  when  fcntence  was  pronounced 
without  allowing  the  accuted  perfon  to  fay  any 
thing  in  his  defence  :  then  men  accuftomcd 
ihcmfelves  to  blood,  and  to  the  mofl  atrocious 
fcenes :  then  their  minds  were  filled  with  that 
Ipirit  of  fanaticifm,  which  difplayed  itfelf  fo 
cruelly  in  both  Hemifpheres.  .  Religious  difputes 
occafioncd,  indeed,  no  diflurbanccs  or  ravages 
in  Spain  •,  but  the  nation  remained  in  a  ftate  of 
the  moft  profound  ignorance.  Such  difputes, 
though  always  abfurd  in  themfelves,  ferve  how- 
ever to  cxercife  the  mind.  They  induce  men  to 
read  and  refled,  to  confult  antiquity,  (ludy 
hitlory,  and  the  ancient  languages  j  hence  arifes 
criticifin,  which  is  productive  of  true  taile.  The 
fubjed  that  firlt  excited  the  exertion  of  the  mind, 
loon  becomes  of  no  confequence;  books  written 
on  contioveifial  points  are  iiegledted,  but  the 
knowledge  they  have  ditfufed  remains.  Religious 
matters  are  like  thofe  acftive  and  volatile  particles 
that  exift  in  r.U  bodies  fit  for  fermentation. 
They  firft  occafion  a  cloud  in  the  liquor  that  was 
before  clear,  but  fcon  put  the  whole  mafs  in  mo- 
tion. In  this  ferment,  ihey  fly  off  or  fink  to  the 
bottom  ;  and  when  the  whole  is  depurated,  no- 
thing remains  but  a  foft,  pleafant,  and  nutritive 
fluid.  But  in  the  general  ferment  of  theological 
diiputes,  all  the  refufe  flill  continued  in  Spain. 
Supcrftition  had  fo  blinded  the  nation,  that  they 
even  gloried  in  their  infatuation. 

Instead  of  that  energy  which  could  alone  ani- 
mate  the  feveral   parts  of  thofe  wide  dominions 
that  lay  too  much  fcattered,  the  Spaniards  were 
follow  in  their  motion.",  that  all  bulinefs  v/as  im- 
peded. 
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peded.     Such  a  variety  of  forms,  precautions,  andB  O  o  K. 
deliberations   were  multiplied    to  prevent  impo- 
fitiori,  that   they  only  put  a  flop  to  every  com- 
mercial tranfaclion. 

The  wars  in  which  the  Spaniards  were  engaged, 
uere  as  ill-conduded  as  their  fyilem  of  politics,  y^ 
A  population,  which  was  hardly  fufiicient  for  the 
jnany  garrifons  they  kept  in  Italy,  in  the  Low 
Countries,  in  Africa,  and  in  the  Indies,  rendered 
them  incapable  of  raifing  an  army  at  home.  At 
the  iirft  breaking  out  of  a  war,  they  were  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  foreign  troops.  The  few  Spa- 
niards who  were  fent  to  fight  along  with  thefe 
mercenaries,  were  fo  far  from  being  able  to  ma- 
nage them,  that  their  own  allegiance  was  fre- 
quently fhaken  by  th  s  intercourfe.  They  have 
often  revolted  together  v.ith  the  foreign  troops, 
and  ravaged  the  provinces  that  were  committed  to 
their  protection. 

A  REGULAR  pay  would  infallibly  have  pre- 
vented, or  foon  put  a  flop  to  this  fpirit  of  fedi-' 
tion.  But  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  troops, 
and  to  keep  them  in  that  flate  of  dependence  and 
fubordination  fo  neceffary  to  good  difcipline, 
government  fhould  have  fuppreifed  that  multi- 
tude of  ufelefs  officers,  who  by  their  falaries  and 
their  oppreiiions  ablbrbed  the  greateft  part  of  the 
public  revenue;  the  mofl  ancient  rights  of  the 
crown  fhould  not  have  been  alienated  for  a  trifling 
confideration,  or  fufTered  to  be  invaded ;  nor 
fhould  the  royal  treafures  have  been  fquandered 
away,  to  entertain  fpies,  and  to  procure  traitors  'v.\ 
every  country.  Rut  care  fhould  have  been  par- 
ticularly taken,  that  the  grandeur  of  the  prmce 
fhould  not  have  been  made  to  confift  in  granting 
peniions  and  favours  to  all  who  had  no  oihtr 
claim,  but  that  which  they  derived  from  their 
boidnefs  in  afking  for  them. 

This 
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BOOK  This  noble  and  iniqviitoiis  way  of  receiving 
^'"-  alms  was  become  general.  The  Spaniard,  natu- 
rally generous,  havir.g  acquired  a  fpirit  of  pride, 
difdained  the  common  occupations  of  life,  and 
afpired  after  nothing  but  governments,  biflioprics, 
and  the  chief  employments  in  the  ftate. 

Those  who  could  not  attain  to  thefe  prefer- 
ments, glorviiig  in  their  proud  infolence,  ftill  af- 
fumed  the  (lyle  of  the  court,  and  maintained  as 
much  gravity  in  their  idlenefs,  as  a  minifter  who 
wasabforbed  in  (late  affairs. 

Even  the  lower  clafs  of  the  people  would  have 
thought  they  defiled  their  vidtorious  hands  by 
proftituting  them  to  ufeful  labours.  They  em- 
ployed ihcmfclves  carelefsly,  even  in  thofe  which 
were  the  mod  creditable,  and  trulled  all  the  reft 
to  foreigners,  who  carried  fortunes  away  with 
them,  which  fcrved  to  fertilize,  or  to  enrich  their 
own  country. 

Men  born  to  no  property,  meanly  preferring 
idle  llavery  to  laborious  liberty,  eagerly  folicited 
to  be  admitted  into  the  number  of  domeflics  that 
the  great  kept  in  their  retinue,  with  that  pomp 
which  magnificently  difplays  the  pride  of  the  moll 
ufclefs,  and  the  degradation  of  the  molt  neceflary 
clafs  of  men. 

Those  v/ho  had  too  much  vanity  remaining  to 
live  without  Ibine  diftinttion,  crowded  into  the 
convents,  where  fuperflitious  men  had  long  fince 
provided  a  convenient  retreat  for  their  indolence, 
and  had  carried  their  abfurdity  fo  far,  as  to  laviCh 
marks  of  dillinction  upon  them. 

Even  the  Spaniards  who  had  competent  for- 
tunes, languiflied  in  a  ftate  of  celibacy,  choofing 
rather  to  give  up  all  thoughts  of  pollerity,  than 
to  attend  to  the  eftablifhmcnt  of  it.  If  fome, 
induced  by  love  and  virtuous  motives,  chofe,  in 
imitation  of   the  great,  to  enter  into  marriage, 

they 
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they  fent  their  Tons,  in  their  earlier  years,  to  beB  O  o  ic 

educated  in  the  fuperflitions  manner   of  the   col-^ ^^1'  . 

leges  :  and  from  the  age  of  fifteen  refigned  them 
to  the  courtezans.  The  abilities  and  ftrength  of 
thefe  young  men  being  thus  vitiated,  they  were 
equally  enervated  by  thefe  infamous  connexions, 
which  they  did  not  even  break  off  when  they  en- 
tered into  the  facred  ties  of  matrimony. 

Out  of  this  degenerate  race  were  chofen  the 
men  who  were  to  hold  the  reins  of  government. 
Their  adminiflration  was  anfwerable  to  their 
education,  being  a  condant  fcene  of  idlenefs  and 
corruption.  Thev  feldom  difcovered  any  fenfe 
of  virtue  or  principles  of  equity,  or  the  lead 
defire  of  promoting  the  happinefs  of  their  fellow- 
creatures.  They  thought  only  of  plundering  the 
provinces  intruded  to  their  care,  in  order  to 
difl'ipate  in  idlenefs  and  profufion  at  Madrid  the 
fruits  of  their  extortion.  This  condud  was  al- 
ways purfued  with  impunity,  though  it  often  oc- 
cafioned  feditions,  infurredions,  confpiracies,  and 
fometimes  revolutions. 

Beside  thefe  misfortunes,  the  dates  that  were 
united  to  Cadile  by  marriage  or  conqued,  con- 
tributed to  complete  the  ruin  of  the  Spanilh 
monarchy.  The  Low  Countries  did  not  afford  a 
fufficiency  to  pay  the  garrifons  that  were  kept  to 
defend  them.  Franche  Comte  fupplied  nothing  ; 
Sardinia,  Sicily  and  the  Milanefe  were  even  bur- 
denfome  to  government.  The  tributes  of  Naples 
and  Portugal  were  mortgaged  to  foreigners.  Ar- 
ragon,  Valencia,  Catalonia,  Roufillon,  the  Balearic 
iflands  and  Navarre,  pretended  they  owed  nothing 
to  the  monarchy  but  a  free  gift,  which  was  always 
fettled  by  their  deputies,  but  feldom  to  the  f.uis- 
faction  of  a  rapacious  court,  exhauded  by  ablurd 
hberalities. 

While 
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BOO  Kj,  While  the  mother-country  was  declining,  the 


j5co 


:olonies  could  not  pollibly  fiourifh.  U  the  Spa- 
niards had  underllood  their  true  intercfl:,  they 
would,  perhaps,  on  the  firft  difcovery  of  Ame- 
rica, have  been  content  with  eftablifhiig  an  equi- 
table intercourfc  with  the  Indians,  which  would 
have  fettled  a  mutual  dependence,  and  recipro- 
cal profits  between  the  two  nations.  The  manu- 
factures of  the  Old  World  would  have  been 
baiteicd  for  the  produce  of  the  mines  of  the  new  ; 
and  wrought  iron  would  have  been  exchanged  for 
ju  ii's  weight  of  unvvrought  filver.  A  lallii^g  union, 
the  neccflary  confequence  of  a  peaceable  trufiic, 
would  have  been  eftiiblifhed  without  bloodlhed 
or  devaftation.  Spain  would  equally  have  been 
miftrefs  of  Mexico  and  Peru  •,  becaufe  any  na- 
tion that  culiivates  the  arts,  and  does  not  com- 
municate the  method  by  which  it  carries  them 
on,  wjH  always  have  an  evident  fuperiority  over 
thofe  to  whom  it  fells  it's  manufactures. 

THts  method  of  reafoning  was  not  adopted  by 
the  Spaniards.  The  eafe  with  which  they  had 
fubdiied  the  Ir.dians,  the  afcendant  which  Spain 
had  afTumed  over  all  Europe,  the  natural  pride 
of  conquerors,  their  ignorance  of  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  commerce  ;  all  tliefe,  and  various  other 
cauJes,  prevCiUcd  them  from  eflablifhir'.g,  in  the 
New  World,  a  fyftem  of  government  founded 
upon  good  priiiciplts. 

The  depopulation  of  America  was  the  melan- 
choly effect  of  this  irregularity.  The  firft  flops 
of  the  conquerors  were  marked  with  ftreams  of 
blood.  Aftop.ilTied  as  much  at  their  own  vido- 
ries,  us  the  favages  were  at  their  defeat,  and  in- 
toxicated with  their  fuccefs,  they  reiblvcd  to 
extirpate  the  people  they  had  plundered.  Innu- 
merable nations  difappeared  from  the  face  of  the 
earth,    at    the   arrival  of  thefe   barbarians ;  and 

thcfe 
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thefe  horrid  fcenes  of  cruelty  have  been  afcribed  BOOK 
to  a  thirll:  of  gold,  and  to  a  fpirit  of  fanaricifm. 

But  the  ferocious  difpofition  natural  to  mar, 
itnreflrained  by  the  fear  of  punifhment,  or  by  any 
fenfe  of  fhame,  and  unawed  by  the  prefence  of 
civilized  men,  might  fo  far  conceal  from  the  Spa- 
niards the  image  of  an  organization  fimilar  to  their 
own  (a  fimilarity  which  is  the  foundation  of  all 
moral  duties),  as  to  induce  them  to  treat  their 
nevv-difcovered  brethren  as  they  did  the  wild 
beafls  of  the  other  hemifp here,  and  to  do  it  with 
as  little  remorfe :  befides,  that  the  cruelty  arifing 
from  military  exploits  increafes  in  proportion  to 
the  dangers  the  foldier  hath  gone  through,  to  thofe 
he  now  endures,  or  to  thofe  he  expedts :  Is  he 
not  of  a  more  fanguinary  difpofition  in  remote 
countries  than  at  home  ^  and  do  not  the  fenti- 
ments  of  humanity  grow  weaker,  the  more  diRant 
we  are  from  our  native  country  ?  It  may  likewife 
be  conjectured  that  the  Spaniards,  who,  on  their 
firfl  landing,  were  taken  for  Gods,  might  be 
afraid  of  being  detedled  and  miaflacrcd  -,  that  they 
miftrufled  the  marks  of  kindnefs  that  were  fhevvn 
them  ;  that  when  once  ihey  had  begun  to  fhed 
blood,  they  thought  their  own  fafety  required 
that  they  fliould  not  difcontinue  ;  that  their  army, 
confiding  or.ly  of  a  fmall  number  of  men,  being 
furrounded  by  an  innumerable  multitude  of  na- 
tives, whofe  language  they  did  not  underftand, 
and  whofe  cufloms  a;:d  manners  they  were  Gran- 
gers to,  v/as  fcizcd  with  a  panic,  either  well  or 
"ill-grounded. 

Thk  Spaniards,  tlie  dcfce'jdants  or  flaves  of 
the  Vifigoths,  like  them,  divided  among  thcm- 
felves  the  dcfert  lands,  and  the  men  who  had 
efcaped  their  fword.  Moft  of  thefe  wretched 
victims  did  not  long  farvive,  doomed  to  a  Hate 
of  flavery  worfe  than  death.     The  laws  that  were 

occa- 
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BOOK  occafionally  eftablilTied  in  order  to  alleviate  the 
-L'lil  i  hardfhips  of  their  fervitude,  afforded  them  but 
fmall  relief.  The  favage,  proud,  and  rapacious 
Spaniards,  paid  as  little  regard  to  the  comnnands 
of  a  monarch  who  was  too  far  remote  from 
them,  as  to  the  tears  of  the  poor  miferable  In- 
dians. 

The  mines  proved  ftill  a  greater  caufe  of  de- 
ftrudion.     Ever  fince  the  difcovery  of  America, 
i ,  the  Spaniards  had  attended  only  to  this  fpecies  of 
-j(~  wealth.     In  vain  did  fome  men  of  more  enlighten- 
,'  >  cd    underftanding  exclaim    againft    this    infatua- 
tion.    Let  the  gold  remain  where  it  is,  faid  they, 
provided   the  fur  face  of  the  earth  that    covers  it 
can  but  produce  an   ear  of  corn  that  will   make 
V   bread,  or  a  blade  of  grafs   to  feed   your  fheep. 
■  The  only  metal  you  really  want  is  iron.     Work 
it   into  faws,   hammers,    and    plough- fhares,    but 
not  into  weapons  of  deftrudlion.     The  quantity 
of  gold  requifite  for  the  purpofes  of  exchange  is 
fo  inconfiderable,   that  it   is  unneceflary  to  accu- 
mulate any  great  ftock  of  it.     It  is  very  immate- 
rial   whether    a    hundred    ells    of   cloth    or  one 
pound  or  twenty  pounds  of  gold,  be  given  in  ex- 
change.    The  Spaniards  have  aded  like  the  dog 
in  the  fable,   that  dropped  the  meat   out  of  his 
mouth  to  bite  at  the  image  of  it  in  the  water,  and 
was  drowned  in  attempting  to  get  it. 

Unfortunately  the  Indians  were  the  vi(5\ims 
of  this  fatal  error,  Thofe  unhappy  men  were 
fent  to  work  at  a  very  great  depth  underground, 
where  they  were  deprived  of  day-light,  ot  a  free 
arid  wholefome  air,  and  of  the  comlort  of  ming- 
ling their  tears  with  thofe  of  their  friends  and 
relations ;  and  were  doomed  to  dig  their  own 
graves  in  thofe  dark  manfions,  which  now  con- 
tain more  afhes  of  the  dead  than  g<)id  duft.  All 
the  nations  of  the  univerfc  being  incenfed  at  theie 

barba- 
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barbarities,    the  Spanifh  writers  endeavoured  to  B  O  o  K. 

prove,  that  the    working  of   the  mines  was  not , ,,-«_, 

attended  with  any  danger :  but  the  evidence  of 
the  fenfes  teflilied  the  contrary.  It  was  well 
known  that  man  could  not  dwell  in  the  obfcure 
caverns  of  the  earth,  without  fuffering  fome 
inconvenience  v.'ith  refpeft  to  his  eye-fight;  that 
he  could  not  breathe  mercurial,  fulphureous, 
arfenical,  and  peftilential  vapours,  without  injury 
to  his  lungs ;  that  unwh  lefome  air  could  not  be 
abforbed  by  the  pores  of  the  fkin,  or  fwallowed 
by  the  mouth,  without  prejudice  to  the  ftomach, 
and  to  the  humours  of  the  body.  But  men 
coming  out  of  the  mines,  prefented  the  image  of 
death  under  all  it's  forms ;  a  tormenting  cough, 
a  hideous  atrophy,  a  melancholy  marafmus,  with 
convulfions,  contradions,  and  diflortions  of  the 
limbs.  The  miiners  were  obferved  to  have 
wrinkles,  debility,  tremblings,  and  a  declining 
life,  at  the  age  of  the  moft  vigorous  health  ;  and 
confequently,  far  from  giving  any  credit  to  the 
accounts  of  the  Spaniards,  their  deceit  excited 
indignation,  when  their  ignorance  was  not  an  ob- 
ject of  ridicule. 

Numbers  of  the  Americans,  in  order  to  efcape 
thefe  means  of  deftrudtion,  and  to  withdraw 
themfelves  from  other  acts  of  European  tyranny, 
took  refuge  in  the  forelts,  and  among  inaccef- 
fible  mountains.  In  thefe  rough  and  wild  cli- 
mates, they  contracted  a  ferocious  difpofition, 
which  frequently  diflrefTed  their  mercilefs  op- 
prelfors,  and  was  the  caule  of  much  blood- 
Ihed. 

In  fome  diftrids,  defpair  was  carried  Co  far, 
that  the  men,  in  order  not  to  leave  behind  them 
any  heirs  of  their  misfortunes,  refolved  unani- 
moufly  to  have  110  connedion  \vith  the  women. 
This  abftinence  from  the  mofl  natural  defire  im- 
planted 
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B  O  O  K  planted  in  human  nature,  which  is  the  only 
_^^^^  inftance  of  the  kind  ever  recorded  in  hiftory, 
fecms  to  have  been  referved  to  the  aera  of  the 
difcovery  of  the  New  World,  as  a  perpetual  mo- 
nument of  Spanifh  tyranny.  W  hat  more  could 
the  Americans  oppofe  to  this  thirfl  of  deftru(ftion, 
than  the  horrid  vow  of  ceafing  to  perpetuate  their 
pofterity  ?  Thus  the  earth  was  flained  with  the 
blood  of  the  fathers,  and  deprived  of  the  fucceed- 
ing  generation. 

From  this  period  the  country  Teemed  to  lie 
under  a  curfe  with  refpecft  to  thefe  barbarous  con- 
querors. The  empire  they  had  founded  began  to 
tend  to  general  deftrudion.  Profligacy  and  cor- 
ruption made  a  rapid  progrtfs  among  them.  The 
mod  important  fortreires  were  fuffcred  to  decay. 
The  country  was  left  without  arms  or  magazines. 
The  foldiers  who  were  neither  exercifed,  fed,  nor 
clothed,  became  beggars  or  thieves.  The  firft: 
principles  of  war  and  navigation  were  forgotten  ; 
as  well  as  tiie  very  names  of  the  inllruments  made 
ufe  of  in  thofe  two  necelFary  arts. 
>^  Trade  confiftcd  only  in  the  art  of  cheating. 
'  The  gold  and  filvcr,  which  were  to  be  brought 
into  the  king's  coffers,  were  fraudulently  dimi- 
nilhed,  and  reduct-d  to  a  fourih  part  of  the  fum 
they  ought  to  have  produced.  All  orders  of  men, 
corrupted  by  avarice,  united  their  elforts  to  pre- 
vent a  true  ftate  of  things  from  being  laid  befo.ie 
the  throne,  or  to  fcreen  thofe  pcrfons  who  had 
rendered  ihemfelves  obnoxious  to  the  law.  The 
iriagiftrates  of  every  rank  and  degree  always  una- 
nimoully  exerted  themfclves  to  fuppjrt  eacli  other 
in  their  i.MJuftice. 

The  fccne  of  confufion  occafioned  by  thefe  ex- 
tortions, introduced  the  fatal  expedient  of  all  ill- 
governed  ftates,  that  of  numberlefs  taxes  :  it 
iecmcd  as  if  government  had  two  objcds  in  view, 

to 
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to  put  a  flop  to  every  kind  of  Ihduflry,  and  to^  O  O  l^ 
increafe  oppreflion.  ^  "^^^ 

Ignorance  kept  pace  with  injuftice.  Europe 
was  not  then  much  enlightened.  Even  the  know- 
ledge that  began  to  diffufe  itfelf  in  this  quarter  of 
the  globe,  was  rejeded  by  Spain.  In  the  mean 
while,  a  thicker  clould  was  fpread  over  America. 
The  moft  fimpie  notions,  upon  objeds  of  the 
greateft  importance,  were  entirely  oblireraied 
there. 

As  ignorance  is  always  favourable  to  fuperditi- 
on  ;  the  miniflers  of  religion,  rather  more  enlight- 
ened than  the  colonifts,  allumed  a  fuperiority  over 
them  in  the  management  of  all  public  affairs. 
Being  more  fecure  of  impunity,  they  were  always 
the  mod  forward  to  break  through  the  laws  of 
juftice,  and  ihrough  all  rules  of  morality  and  de«» 
cency.  The  leaft  corrupt  among  them  became 
traders,  and  the  reft  availed  themfelves  of  their 
ecclefiaftical  power  to  extort  from  the  Indians  all 
they  were  polfefled  of. 

The  harred  which  arofe  between  the  Spaniards 
born  in  America,  and  thofe  who  came  from  Eu- 
rope, completed  their  ruin.  The  court  had  im- 
prudently laid  the  foundation  of  thefe  unhappy 
divifions.  The  Creoles  had  been  falfely  repre- 
fented  as  little  better  than  barbarians,  and  nearly 
of  the  fame  character  as  ^ndians.  They  thought 
they  could  not  depend  upon  their  fkill,  courage, 
or  fidelity,  and  therefore  determined  to  exclude 
them  from  all  places  of  truft  and  profit.  This 
injurious  refolution  irritated  the  Creoles.  The 
Spaniards,  who  were  inverted  with  authority  over 
them,  were  fo  far  from  endeavouring  to  reconcile 
them,  that  they  ftudied,  on  the  contrary,  to  ex- 
afperate  them  by  humiliating  partialities.  This 
produced  an  inveterate  hatred  between  thefe  two 
orders  of  men,  one  of  which  was  loaded  with 

Vol.  III.  T  favours. 
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Boo  K favours,  and  the  other  ftigmarized  with  difgrace. 
^^_2AliL^  This  aiiimofity  hath  often  broken  out   in  iuch  a 
manner  as  to  endanger  tlie  dominion  of  the  mo- 
ther-country in   the    New   World.     Tiiis  dil'cord 
was  fomented  by  the  clergy  on  both  fides,  who 
had  aifo  been  infedled  wiih  the  contagion  of  thele 
diforders. 
Spain  be-       It  is  a  plcafing  tafk  to  us  to  be  able  to  think, 
gins  to  re- and  to  Write,  that  the  condition  of  Spain  is  every 
k°nethar^  day  improving.     No  longer  do  the  nobility  affectt 
gj.  thofe  airs  of  independence  which  fometimes  em- 

barrafs  the  government.     Men  of  no  rank,  but 
of  ability,  have  rifen  to  the  direction  of  public 
affairs,  which,  for  too  long  a  time,  was  confined 
to  perfons  of  high  birth.     The  countries  which 
are   more   populous   and  better  cultivated,  yield 
fewer  briars  and   more  harvefts.     From   the  ma- 
nufadures  of  Grenada,  of  Malaga,  of  Seville,  of 
Priego,  of  Toledo,    of  TaJavera,   and  efpecially 
of  Valentia,  filks  are  produced  which  are  in  fome 
repute,  and  which  deferve  it.    The  manufadlurers 
of  Saint  Ildefonfo  furnifh  very  beautiful  mirrors; 
thofe  of    Guadalaxara   and    of    Efcaray     fupply 
clothes  and  fcarlets  ;  and   thofe  of  Madrid,  hats, 
ribbands,  tapeftry,    and  porcelain.      All   Catalo- 
nia is  filled  wiih  manufactures  of  arms  and  toys, 
of  filk  ftockings  and  handkerchiefs,    of  printed 
cottons,  of  common  woollen  goods,  and  of  gold 
and  filver  and  other   lace.     Communications  are 
beginning  to  be  opened   between  the  capital  and 
the   provinces,    and  thele  magnificent   roads   arc 
planted  with  ufeful  or  agreeable  trees.     Canals  lor 
watering  or  navigation   are  digged,  the  plan  of 
which,  lliggeflcd   by   foreigners,  had  fo  lung  dif- 
gufted  the  pride  of  the  miniftry  and   that  of  the 
people.     Excellent  manufadures  of  paper ;  print- 
ing executed  with  much  tafle  ;  and  focictics  con- 
ftcratcd  to  arts  of  tlt*^ancc  and  utility,  and  to  the 
'  fciences. 
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fciences,  will  fooner  or  later  diTpel  prejudice  andsoOK 
ignorance,  tliefe  v/ife  eftablifliments  will  be  fecond-  ^^^^• 
cd  by  the  young  men  whom  the  miniflry  fend 
for  inftrudtion  into  thofe  countries,  the  glory  and 
profperity  of  which  haih  been  exceacled  by  their 
knowledge.  The  erroneous  fyftcm  of  tributes,  fo 
difficult  to  corredt,  hath  already  undergone  very 
material  ref(jrmaiions.  The  national  revenue,  for- 
merly fo  limited,  hath  arifen,  as  it  is  faid,  to 
140,400,000  livres*.  If  the  terrier,  which  the 
court  of  Madrid  is  occupied  in  making  fmce  the 
year  1749,  be  fettled  on  good  principles,  and  if  it 
be  carried  into  execution,  the  treafury  v;ill  again 
find  it's  ref^urces  increafe,  and  the  perfons  who 
contribute  will  be  relieved. 

At  the  death  of  the  emperor  Charles  V,  the 
public   treafury   was    fo  much   burdened,  that   it 
was  deliberated  whether  it  would  not  be  proper 
to   annul  fo    many  fatal   engagements,      Thefe 
amounted  to  a    thoufand   million  of  livres  f ,  or 
perhaps    more,  under   the    uneafy  and   turbulent 
reign  of  his  fon  Philip,     The  intereft  of  the  fums 
advanced   to  government,  abforbed,  in  1688,  all 
the  produce  of  the  taxes  j  and  it  then  became  ne- 
ceffary   to   have  recourfe  to  an  entire  bankruptcy. 
The  events  fubfequent   to  this  great  crifi^  were 
all  of  them  fo  unfortunate,  that   the  finances  fell 
fuddenly   into  the  fame   ftate  of  confufion  from 
which  a  defperate  but  neceffary  refolution  had  ex- 
tricated them.     In  the  beginning  of  the  century, 
a  more  enlightened  adminiftration  eftablifhed   a 
fyftem  of  order  in   the  recoveries,  and   a  regula- 
rity in   the  expences,  which  would  have  liberated 
the   flate,  had    it   not    been   for   the   revolutions 
which  fucceeded  each  other,  with  a  degree  of  ra- 
pidity which  it  is  difficult  to  trace.      Nevcrthelefs, 
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BOO  Kin  1759,  the  debts  of  the  crown  amounted  to  no 
^^^^-  more  than  1 6o,oco,ooo  of  livres  *,  which  Feidi- 
r.and  left  in  his  coffers.  His  fuccellbr  employed 
half  of  this  kim  in  liquidating  fome  debts ;  the  reft 
of  it  was  confumed  in  the  war  of  Poriugal,  .n  the 
augmentation  of  the  navy,  and  in  a  multitude  of 
expences  that  were  neceffary  to  roufc  the  mo- 
narchy from  that  languid  (late  in  which  it  had 
been  plunged  during  two  centuries  of  ignorance 
and  inadtivity. 

The  vigilance  of  the  new  government  hath  not 
confined  itfelf  to  the  fuppreflion  of  part  of  the 
evils  which  contributed  to  the  ruin  of  their  pof- 
feflions  in  Europe.  Attention  hath  alfo  been  paid 
to  fome  of  the  abufes  which  impeded  the  profpe- 
riiy  of  their  colonies.  Their  governors  have  been 
chofen  with  more  care,  and  better  fupcrintended. 
Some  of  the  vices  that  had  infinuated  themfelves 
into  the  tiibunals  have  been  reformed;  all  the 
branches  of  adminiftration  have  been  improved  j 
and  even  the  fate  of  the  Indians  is  become  lefs 
unhappy. 
Means  These   firft  ftcps  towards  a  reformation  rauft 

thacSpain  j^g  g^    inducement   to   the   Spanifh   miniftry   to 
empioy°to  hope,  that  a  good   form  of  government  may  be 
haftenher  cftablifhed,  wlien  the  truc  principles  on  which  it 
Tn^E^ope  '^  founded  fliall   be  once   known,  and  the  pro- 
and  in       per  means  made  ufe  of  to  effedt  it.     The  cha- 
Amenca.  j^^^j  of  the  nation  is  not  an  invincible  obftacle 
to  ihis  change,  as  it  is  too  generally  thought  to 
be^lndolence  is  not  fo  natural  to  the  Spaniards 
w-^fs  we  imagine.     If  we  look  back  to  thofe  times 
in  which  this  unfavourable  prejudice  was  firft:  en- 
tertained, we  iTiall   find  that  this  want  of  adi- 
vity  did  not  extend  to  every  thing;  and  that  if 
Spain   was   inactive  at   home,    fhe    was    not    To 
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abroad,  but  was  incefTantly  difturbing  the  repofe  boo 
of  her  neighbours.  Her  idlenefs  proceeds  in 
fome  degree  from  foolifh  pride.  Becaufe  the  no- 
bility v/ere  unemployed,  ihe  people  imagined  it 
was  a  mark  of  nobility  to  do  nothing.  They  all 
wanted  to  enjoy  the  fame  prerogative  ;  and  the 
ftarved,  half  naked  Spaniard,  carelefsly  fitting  on 
the  ground,  looks  with  pity  on  his  neighbours, 
who  are  well-clothed,  live  well,  work,  and  laugh 
at  his  folly.  The  one,  from  a  motive  of  pride, 
defpifes  the  conveniences  of  lifc;  while  the  other, 
from  a  principle  of  vanity,  endeavours  to  acquire 
them.  The  climate  had  made  the  Spaniard  ab- 
flemious,  and  indigence  hath  rendered  him  more 
fo.  The  monkifh  fpirir,  to  which  he  hath  long 
been  fubje(ft,  makes  him  confider  poverty,  which 
is  occafioned  by  his  vices,  as  a  virtue.  As  he 
hath  no  property,  he  covets  none  j  but  his  aver- 
Ilon  for  labour  is  greater  flill  than  his  contempt 
tor  riches. 

That  poor  and  proud  people  have  nothing  left 
of  their  ancient  characfter,  but  an  immoderate 
fondncfs  for  every  thing  that  hath  the  appearance 
of  grandeur.  They  muft  be  flattered  with  chi- 
merical ideas,  and  animated  with  the  ftrongell 
hopes  of  glory.  The  fatisfadion  they  feel  in  de- 
pending on  none  but  the  crown  fince  the  abafe- 
ment  of  the  grandees,  makes  them  receive  all 
that  comes  from  the  court  with  refpec\  and  confi- 
dence. This  powerful  influence  might  be  made 
fubfervient  to  their  happinefs.  Some  means 
might  be  contrived  to  perfuade  them  that  la- 
bour is  honourable,  and  the  nation  will  foon  be- 
come what  it  was  before  the  difcovcry  of  Ame- 
rica, in  thofe  glorious  times,  when,  without  anv 
foreign  aid,  Spain  threatened  the  liberties  of  all 
Europe. 

When 
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BOOK  When  the  imagination  of  this  people  is  once 
^^^'-  properly  dsre<fted,  and  they  are  brought  to  be 
afhamcd  of  their  haiigl-.ty  fpirit  of  indolence, 
other  evils  mull  be  attended  to.  The  mod  de» 
(Irudive  to  the  bulk  of  the  nation  is  the  want  of 
population.  Well-governed  colonies  will  natu-  \ 
\/  rally  increafe  the  papulation  of  the  mother-coun-  4 
try,  which  on  her  part  promotes  the  increafe  of 
theif's,  by  f'lpplying  them  with  advantageous 
\^  marts  for  the  p.-^oduce  of  their  indiiftry.  It  is  on 
this  plan,  alike  interefling  to  humanity  and  lound 
policy,  that  the  more  enlightened  nations  of  the 
Old  Hemifphere  have  formed  their  fcttlements  in 
the  New  one.  This  w-fe  and  noble  defign  hath 
b;en  univerfally  crowned  with  fuccefs.  Spain 
alone,  which  had  formed  her  fyflem  in  a  darker 
age,  hath  feen  her  population  decreafe  at  home,  ia 
proportion  as  her  pofl'efiio.ns  ir.creafed  abroad,  v' 

Whev  the  difproponion  between  the  extent  of 
a  territory  and  i;*s  inhabitant?^  is  not  extreme,  the 
balance  may  be  gradually  redored  by  adliviiy, 
oeconomy,  great  encouragements  given  to  matri- 
/  mony,  and  a  long  peace.  Spain,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  exad\  account  taken  in  1768,  hath  no 
more  than  nine  miilions  three  hundred  and  feven 
thoufa"id,  eight  hundred  and  four  inhabitants  of 
every  age  and  fex,  and  which  doth  not  reckon,  in 
her  colonies,  the  tenth  part  of  the  individuals 
that  would  be  nccefi'ary  to  cultivate  them,  can- 
nut  remedy  this  evil  either  at  home  or  abroad, 
without  new  and  extraordinary  efibrts.  To  in- 
creafe the  laborious  clafT.s  of  men,  there  muft:  be 
a  reduction  of  the  clergy,  who  enervate  and  de- 
flroy  the  ftate.  Two  thirds  of  her  military  force 
mufl  be  abo'iOied,  and  thefc  loldiers  mufl  be  em- 
ployed in  the  arts;  fi..cc  the  connection  with 
France,  and  the  weaknefs  of  Portugal,  no  longer 
render  them  neceffary.     The  government  mufl 

apply 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WFST  INDIES.  279 

apply  itfclf  to  alleviate  the  burdens  of  the  people  book 
as  foon  as  it's  poiTeflions  in  both  hemifpheres  are  ^^1^. 
extricated  from  that  confufion  and  diforder  into 
which  they  had  been  thrown,  for  thcfe  two  centu- 
ries part:,  through  the  effec'ts  of  indolence,  igno- 
rance, and  tyranny.  But  it  k  firft  abfolutcly  nc- 
cefTary  that  the  infamous  tribunal  of  the  inquifiti- 
on  fhould  be  abolifhed. 

Superstition,  whatever  may  be  the  reafon  of 
it,  prevails  among  all  nations,  whether  rude  or  ci- 
vilized. It  proceeds  undoubtedly  from  the  fear  of 
evil,  and  from  the  ignorance  of  it's  caules,  or  of 
it's  remedy.  At  lead  this  alone  is  fufficienr  to  im- 
print it  in  the  minds  of  all  men.  The  calamities 
of  nature,  plagues,  ficknefs,  unforefeen  accidcnrs, 
deftruttive  phaeaomena,  all  the  latent  caufes  of 
pain  and  death,  are  (o  univerfal  on  earth,  that 
it  would  be  very  furprifing  if  man  had  not  been 
deeply  afffded  with  them  in  every  country,  and 
in  every  age. 

But  this  natural  fear  muft  always  have  in- 
creafed,  or  have  been  magnified  in  proportion  to 
ignorance  and  fenfibility.  It  mufl  have  given  rife 
to  the  worfhip  of  the  elements  that  are  moft  dc- 
flrudtive  to  the  earth,  fuch  as  manifeft  themfelves 
in  inundations,  conflagrations,  and  plagues  ;  and  to 
the  worfhip  of  animals,  whether  venomous  or  vo- 
racious, but  always  noxious.  Hence  too  muft 
havearifen  the  worfhip  of  men  who  have  done  tl>e 
greateft  injuries  to  mankind,  of  conquerors,  of 
fortunate  impoftors,  of  the  workers  of  prodigies, 
apparently  good  or  bad  ;  and  the  worfhip  of  invi- 
fible  and  imaginary  beings,  fuppofed  to  lie  con- 
cealed in  every  inllrumeni  of  deflrudion  Re- 
fle(^tion,  and  the  ftudy  of  nature,  muft  have  inlen- 
fibly  leiTentd  the  number  of  thefe  invifible  agents, 
and  the  human  mind  muft  have  rifcn  from  idola- 
try to   iheifm  i   but  ihii  laft  fimple  and  fublime 

id(.a 
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BOOK  idea  wiil  always  have  remained  imperfed  and  con- 
viir.     f^jjed  in  the  minds  of  the  vulgar,  and  mixed  v^ith 
a  multitude  of  errors  and  fancies. 

Rp.vKLATioN  had  confirmed  and  perfed^ed  the 
idea  of  ihe  do(f\rine  of  the  unity  of  God  ;  and, 
perhaps,  a  more  pnre  religion  would  then  have 
been  edablifhed,  had  not  the  northern  barbarians, 
who  poured  in  upon  the  feveral  provinces  of  the 
Roman  empire,  brought  along  with  them  their 
own  facred  prejudices,  which  could  not  be  dii- 
pclled  but  by  other  fables.  Unfortunately,  Chrifti- 
nnity  was  preached  to  men  incapable  of  under- 
ftanding  it  thoroughly.  They  would  not  embrace 
it,  unlelsit  were  attended  with  that  external  pomp 
and  fhew  in  which  ignorance  delights,  liiterefted 
motives  burdened  it,  and  dcbafed  it  more  and 
more  with  other  obfervances,  and  conftantly  in- 
vented new  doiflrines  and  miracles,  which  v/ere 
the  more  revered  as  they  were  the  lefs  credible. 
The  nations,  engaged  during  twelve  centuries  in 
dividing  and  contcQing  about  the  feveral  provinces 
of  an  univerfal  monarchy  which  one  nation  had 
formed  in  lefs  than  tAo  hundred  years,  admitted, 
without  examination,  all  the  errors  which  the 
prieRs,  after  much  controverfy,  had  agreed  to 
teach  the  multitude.  But  the  clergy,  too  numer- 
ous to  maintain  any  unanimity  of  opinion,  had  fo- 
mented the  feeds  of  divifion,  which  muft  fooner 
or  later  be  communicated  to  the  people.  The  time 
came,  when  the  fame  fpiiit  of  ambition  and  avarice 
that  ad\uatcd  the  whole  church,  exerted  itfelf  with 
great  animofity  againft  many  fuperftitions  that 
were  nniverfaliy  adopted. 

As  it  was  from  cuftom  that  the  people  had  re- 
ceived all  thofe  puerile  notions  which  they  had 
fuflTered  themfclves  to  be  deluded  into,  and  that 
they  were  not  attached  to  them  from  national 
principles   or  parly    fpirit,  thole  who  were   moft 

intertfted 
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interefted  in  fupporting  them,  were  unable  toBooK 
defend  them,  when  they  were  attacked  with  that  ^  ^'^i^^- 
fteadinefs  that  was  calculated  to  fix  the  attention 
of  the  public.  But  nothing  fo  much  promoted 
the  reformation  of  Luther  and  Calvin,  as  the  li- 
berty they  granted  to  every  one  to  examine  and 
determine  finally  upon  tlie  religious  principles  he 
had  been  taught.  Though  the  multitude  were  in- 
capable of  undertaking  this  difcuffion,  yet  every 
man  plumed  himfelf  upon  having  the  privilege 
to  determine  on  a  fubject  in  which  his  moft  va- 
luable and  moft  important  interefts  were  con- 
cerned. The  commotion  was  fo  univerfal,  that 
the  new  opinions  would  in  all  probability  have 
triumphed  totally  over  the  eld,  had  not  the  magi- 
flracy  thought  it  their  intereft  to  ftem  the  torrent. 
Implicit  obedience  was  as  necefiary  for  the  fupport 
of  the  fu  pre  me  power,  as  for  that  of  religion,  and 
was  the  fureft  foundation  of  it's  authority ;  that 
power  began  therefore  to  be  alarmed,  left  thofe 
who  had  overturned  the  old  and  firm  founda- 
tions of  the  Roman  hierarchy,  might  next  pro- 
ceed to  examine  into  it's  own  prerogatives.  The 
republican  fpirit  which  naturally  fpread  itfelf 
among  the  reformed,  contributed  to  increafe  this 
diftruft. 

The  kings  of  Spain,  more  jealous  of  their 
power  than  other  fovereigns,  endeavoured  to  fup- 
port it,  by  eftablifhing  a  more  uniform  fyftem  of 
fuperftition.  They  were  not  fenfible  that  the 
opinions  of  men,  concerning  an  unknown  Being, 
cannot  be  all  the  fame.  In  vain  did  reafon  ex- 
poftulate  with  thofe  weak  monarchs,  alleging 
that  no  power  had  a  right  to  prefcribe  to  men 
what  they  were  to  think ;  that  fociety,  in  order 
to  fupport  itfelf,  is  under  no  neceflity  of  reftrain- 
ing  the  freedom  of  the  foul ;  that  to  compel 
men  to  fubfcribe  to  certain  articles  of  faith,  is  to 

exatt 
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BOO  Kexacft  a  falfe  oath,  which  makes  a  man  a  traitor 
^^ll  to  his  confcience,  in  order  that  he  may  be  a  faith- 
ful fubjcd  J  and  that  a  citizen  who  Icrves  his 
country,  is,  in  a  pohlical  light,  preferable  to  him 
who  is  orthodox  to  no  purpofe.  Thcfe  perma- 
nent and  inconteftihle  principles  were  not  at- 
tended to.  They  were  overruled  by  the  profpett 
of  great  advantage,  and  ftiil  more  by  the  furious 
clamours  of  a  multitude  of  fanatical  priefts,  who 
haftened  to  afliime  the  liipreme  authority.  The 
prince,  thus  reduced  to  become  their  flave,  was 
forced  to  abandon  his  liibieds  to  their  caprices  ; 
to  fuffer  them  to  be  opprelfcd,  and  to  become  an 
idle  fpedntor  of  the  cruelties  exercifed  againtl 
them.  From  that  time,  fuperflirious  manners,  be- 
neficial only  to  the  pneflhood,  became  prejudicial 
to  fociety.  A  people  thus  corrupt  and  degenerate, 
were  the  mod  cruel  of  any.  Their  obedience  to 
the  monarch  was  fubordinate  to  the  will  of  the 
prieft,  who  opprefled  every  other  power,  and  was 
jn  fa(5t  the  fovereign  of  the  ftatc. 

Inaction  was  the  necefl'ary  confequence  of  a 
fuperftition  that  en-^rvated  all  the  faculties  of  the 
foul.  The  projed  which  the  Romans  formed 
from  their  earlieft  origin,  of  becoming  mafters  of 
the  world,  fhewed  itlelf  even  in  their  religion.  It 
was  Vidory,  Bellona,  Fortune,  the  genius  of  the 
Roman  people,  Rome  herfelf,  that  were  their 
gods.  A  nation  that  endeavoured  to  imitate  their 
example,  and  thought  of  becoming  conquerors, 
adopted  a  monkilli  government,  which  hath  de- 
ftroytd  every  prolpect  of  fuccefs,  and  will  eflfec- 
ttially  prevent  their  refloration  either  in  Spain  or 
America,  unlefs  this  kind  of  government  be  to- 
tally lubverted,  and  every  idea  of  the  horror  it  ex- 
cites oblitcratfd  with  it.  The  fuppreilion  of  the 
inquilition  muft  certainly  haften  this  great  change; 
and  it  is  a  plealing  cxpcdalioa  to  think,  that  if  the 
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court  of  Madrid  will  not  determine  upon  this  ne-B  o  o  k: 
ceflary  (lep,  they  will  one  day  be  compelled  to  it  ^ 
by  a  humane  conqueror,  who  will  infert  it  as  the 
firfl  article  in  a  treaty  of  peace,  that  the  Aut^s-da- 
fejhall  be  abolijhed  in  all  the  Spanijh  dominions  both 
in  Europe  and  America. 

This  ftep,  however  neceffary  it  may  be  to- 
wards the  reftoration  of  the  monarchy,  is  not 
alone  fufficient.  Though  Spain  hath  employed 
more  art  to  conceal  her  weaknefs,  than  was  necef- 
fary to  enable  her  to  acquire  llrength,  the  world 
is  not  unacquainted  with  the  dilbrdcrs  fhe  la- 
bours under.  They  have  taken  fo  deep  a  root, 
and  are  of  fo  inveterate  a  nature,  that  they  can- 
not be  remedied  without  foreign  aids.  If  fhe  will 
bur  fubmit  to  accept  them,  fhe  will  foon  fee  her 
provinces  in  both  hemifpheres  filled  with  new 
inhabitants,  who  will  bring  with  them  number- 
lefs  branches  of  induflry.  The  northern  and 
fouthern  nations,  acf^uated  by  tliat  pallion  for 
riches  which  is  the  charadteriftic  of  the  prefent 
age,  will  refort  in  multitudes  to  the  regions  that 
are  thrown  open  to  excite  their  emulation  The 
riches  of  the  public  will  increafe  in  proportion  to 
thofe  of  individuals;  and  thofe  which  have  been 
acquired  by  foreigners  will  become  a  national 
wealth,  if  they  be  permitted  to  enjoy  them  with 
that  fecurity,  fatisfadion,  and  diftintfiion,  which 
may  induce  them  to  forget  their  native  country. 

Spain  would  foon  fee  her  population  increafe 
to  the  degree  fhe  would  wifh,  if  fhe  not  only  ad- 
mitted perfons  of  her  own  perfuafion,  but  even 
encouraged,  indifcriminately,  all  feds  to  fettle 
among  them.  This  might  be  done  without  injury 
to  the  principles  of  religion,  and  without  deviating 
from  the  maxims  of  true  policy.  "Well  regulated 
governments  are  not  difiurbsd  by  the  diverfuy  of 
opinions  that  prevail  in  them  ;  neither  doth  Chrif- 
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BOO  Ktianity,  riglu'y  underftood,  profcribe  a  liberty  of 
^^'''  .  confcience.     The  truth  of  thefe  maxims  liath  been 
(o  clearly  dcmonftrated,    that  they   cannot  fail  uf 
being  foon  adopted  as  a  rule  lo  all  nations  iliat  are 
in  any  degree  enlightened, 

WhiiN  the  Spaniards  have  once  procured  afuf- 
ficient  number  of  men,  they  will  then  think  of 
employing  them  in  the  mofl  advantageous  man- 
ner. The  anxiety  they  felt  to  fee  the  ireafuresof 
America  pafs  into  the  hands  of  their  rivals  and 
enemies,  made  them  imagine  that  the  revival  of 
their  manufacftures  was  the  only  method  that  could 
enable  them  to  retain  part  of  thofe  treafures  at 
home.  Such  of  their  writers  upon  finance  as 
have  infiflcd  upon  this  fyftem,  appear  to  us  to  be 
in  an  error.  As  long  as  the  people,  who  are  in 
pofTenTion  of  thofe  manufadures  which  ferve  to 
fupply  the  demands  of  America,  will  attend  to 
the  prefervation  of  them,  thofe  which  may  be  at- 
tempted to  be  eflablifhed  in  other  parts,  will  fcarce 
be  able  to  vie  with  them.  Thefe  manufadurcrs 
may  pcflibly  procure  the  materials  and  workman- 
fhip  at  as  reafonable  a  rate  :  but  fome  centuries 
muft  pafs  before  they  can  be  able  to  attain  to  the 
fame  degree  of  expedition  and  perfed\ion  in  the 
work.  Nothing  could  effcdt  this  great  change, 
but  fuch  a  revolution  as  would  convey  the  befb  fo- 
reign wf>fkmen,  and  the  mod  fkilful  ariifts  to 
Spam.  Till  this  period  fliall  arrive,  which  does 
not  leem  very  near,  any  attempts  that  are  made 
will  not  be  fuccelsful. 

We  may  proceed  ftlll  further,  and  venture  to 
affirm,  that  though  it  fhould  be  in  the  power  of 
Spain  to  procure  a  fuperiority  in  the  manufaftures 
rcfpefting  articles  of  luxury,  fhe  ought  not  to  do 
it.  A  traufient  fuccefs  would  be  productive  of 
total  ruin.  Let  us  fuppofe  that  Spain  can  furnifli 
all  the  commodities  that  arc  wanted  in  her  co- 
lonies; 
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lonies;  the  immenfe  treafures  this  trade  will  b  o  O  K 
bring  in,  will  all  center  in  home  circulation,  and  ^  VIII. 
the  confequence  will  be,  that  the  coin  will  fink 
in  value.  This  plenty  of  fpecie  will  certainly  oc- 
cafion  a  dearnefs  of  provifions,  and  enhance  the 
pi  ice  of  labour.  There  will  be  no  proportion  be- 
tween the  price  Spain  murt  require  for  her  manu- 
facftures,  and  that  which  the  neighbouring  nations 
will  fell  their's  for.  Thefe,  being  able  to  afford 
their  commodities  cheaper,  will  oblige  the  Spani- 
ards to  take  them,  becaufe  an  exorbitant  profit 
will  furmount  every  obftacle.  The  Spanifh  arti- 
ficers, deftitute  of  employment,  will  be  reduced 
to  the  neceflity  of  feeking  for  it  in  other  places, 
and  Spain  will  lofc  both  her  induftry  and  her  po- 
pulation. 

Since  then  it  is  impoffible  that  the  Spaniards 
fhould  keep  the  whole  produce  of  the  American 
mines  in  their  own  hands,  and  fmce  they  mufl  un- 
avoidably fliare  it  with  the  reft  of  Europe,  they 
fhould  exert  all  their  policy  to  preferve  the  greateit 
part  of  it,  to  make  the  balance  incline  m  their 
favour;  and  in  order  to  render  their  advantages 
permanent,  they  muft  be  fatisfied  with  fuch  as  are 
moderate.  They  will  fecure  to  themfclves  this 
kind  of  fuperiority  by  the  pradice  of  tlie  neccl- 
faryarts,  and  the  plenty  and  goodnefs  o[-  their  na- 
tural produ(f\ions. 

The  Spanitli  miniftry  have  been  fenfible  of  this 
truth,  but  have  been  deceived  in  the  opinion  ihey 
entertained,  that  the  manufadures  were  the  chief 
promoters  of  agriculture.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  they  contribute  to  promote  the  culture  of 
lauds.  They  are  even  necellary,  wherever  the 
cxpence  of  tranfport  puts  a  fhop  to  the  circulation 
and  confumpiion  of  the  produce,  fo  that  the  cul- 
tivator is  at  a  lofs  how  to  difpofe  of  his  commo- 
dities.     But  in  all  other  cafes,    the  farmer  can 

lucgetd 
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BOOK  fucceed  without  the  afliftimce  of  manufadures.  If 
VIU.  j^,.  ^.jj„  jj^it  difpore  of  his  pioduce,  he  is  under  no 
concern,  wiietlier  it  be  for  local  confumption,  or 
for  trade  and  exportation,  and  will  go  on  with  his 
tillage. 

Spain  annually  ftlls  for  exportation,  in  wool, 
filk,  (jil,  wine,  iron,  and  kali,  to  the  amount  of 
above  cii^hty  millions  of  livres  *.  Thefe  export?, 
mofl  of  which  cannot  be  replaced  from  any  foil 
in  Europe,  will  admit  of  injmenfe  augmentation. 
They  will  be  fufficient,  independent  oF  what  the 
Spaniards  receive  from  the  Indies,  to  pay  for  all 
the  foreign  goods  that  can  be  confumed  in  the 
nation.  We  gram,  that  by  thus  fending  their  un- 
wrought  produce  to  other  countries,  they  will  iii- 
creafe  their  population,  wealth,  and  power ;  but 
they  will  promote  a  more  certain  and  more  bene- 
ficial kmd  of  induftry  at  home.  Their  political 
influence  will  foon  claim  a  relative  fupe/iority, 
^  /-and  the  nation  employed  in  agriculture  will  foon 
A:  become  greater  than  that  which  confines  iifelf  lo 
/I   manufadures. 

America  will  greatly  increafe  thefe  advantages; 
and  will  be  beneficial  to  Spain,  both  by  her  gold 
arid  filver,  and  by  her  commodities. 

Wk  have  none  but  vague  notions  concern- 
ing the  quantity  of  metals  and  of  provifions 
which  the  Old  World  received  from  the  New, 
in  the  early  periods  after  the  Conquert.  Our 
knowledge  of  thofe  points  increafes,  in  proporti- 
on as  we  draw  nearer  to  mc^dein  limes.  At  pre- 
ftnt,  Spain  receives  annually,  from  the  continent 
of  America,  89,095,052  livres  +  in  gold  or  in 
filver,  ami  1,4, 653. 902  livres^,  in  produdions; 
which  makc-s,  in  the  whole,  123,748,9^4  livres  *. 
Taking  this  calculation  for  a  rule,  it  will  be  found 

•  3,333. 3i3l- 6s.  8d.  +  3,712,293!,  i6s  8d. 

1   1,443,912!.  IIS.  8d.  %  s,ii6,2^Cl  186. 4d. 
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that  the   mother-country  hath  received   from  it'sBOOK 
colonies,  in  the  (pace  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-     ^^^^• 
fcven  years,  35,515,949,768  livres*. 

It  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  a  Icfs  quantity 
of  produtlions  was  received  formerly  than  is  ac 
prefent  •,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  mines  were 
more  plentiful.  U  we  choofe  to  reckon  the  me- 
tals only,  Spain  will  have  received  no  more  thaa 
25,570,279,924  livresf  ;  and  we  fhall  then  flrik:: 
out  of  the  calculation,  the  9,945,669,874  livres  I 
of  producftions. 

There  would  be  a  polTibility  of  increafing  this 
mafs  of  metals  and  produdions  For  the  fuft; 
of  thefe  objeds,  it  would  be  fufficient  that  the 
government  fhould  fend  over  to  America  fome 
perfons  fkilled  in  metallurgy,  and  make  the  con- 
ditions eafier  on  which  they  allow  the  working  of 
the  mines.  But  this  would  be  only  a  tranfisnt 
advantage,  fmce  it  is  undeniable  that  gold  and 
filver  are  not  to  be  confidered  as  riches,  but  only 
as  the  reprefentations  of  them.  Tlitfe  figns  are 
indeed  very  durable,  as  they  ought  to  be  to  an- 
fwer  their  deftination.  But  the  more  they  arc 
multiplied,  the  more  they  lofc  of  their  value,  be- 
caufe  they  ferve  to  reprefent  fewer  things.  la 
proportion  as  they  are  become  more  common 
iince  the  difcovery  of  America,  every  thing  is 
increafed  in  value  twice,  thrice,  and  four  times 
beyond  what  it  was  before.  The  produce  of  the 
mines  harh  conftantly  decreafed,  and  the  expence 
of  working  them  hath  been  contmually  greater. 
The  balance,  which  inclines  more  and  more  to 
the  loling  fide,  may  fo  far  dcftroy  the  equipoife, 
that  it  may  be  found  neceflary  to  drop  this  Iburce 
of  wealth.  But  at  all  events,  it  will  be  advifeable 
to  render   thefe   operations  more   fimple,  and  to 

*   1,479,831,242!.  IS.  6d.  +   i,o.'5c,4C!9,j3o!.  3<!.  4<i, 

J  4:4,402,9111.8*.  4d. 
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B  o  O  K  try  every  polTible  method  to  make  this  labour  lefs 
Mil.  deftrudive  to  ihe  human  race  than  it  haih  been 
hitherto.  There  is  another  ("ource  of  profperity 
for  Spain,  which  will  be  lb  far  from  decreafing, 
that  it  will  daily  gather  new  flrengih  ;  and  that  is 
agriculture. 

Such  is  the  important  end  which  the  court -of 
Madrid  muft  endeavour  to  compafs.  If  by  plac- 
ing the  metals  in  that  inferior  rank  which  belongs 
to  them,  they  refolvc  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the 
public  felicity  on  the  produdlions  that  may  be  de- 
rived from  a  fertile  and  immenfe  territory,  the 
New  Hemifphere  will  emerge  from  that  (late  of 
annihilation  ii^  which  it  was  found,  and  in  which 
it  hath  been  left.  The  fun,  which  hath  hitherto 
Jlione  only  on  uncultivated  deferts,  will  produce 
univerfal  fertility. 

To  the  number  of  produdlions  which  it's  rays, 
afTifted  with  the  labour  and  fkill  of  man,  Ihall 
bring  forth  there,  we  lliall  add  thofe  which  at  pre- 
feni  enrich  the  illands  of  the  New  World,  the 
confumption  of  which  is  daily  increafmg,  and 
which,  after  having  been  for  a  long  time  objed\sof 
luxury,  begin  now  to  be  confidcrcd  as  articles  of 
indifpenfable  neceffity. 

The  aromatics,  and  fplcesof  Afia,  which  carry 
from  ten  to  twelve  millions  of  livres  *  Annually  out 
of  the  monarchy,  might  be  made  to  thrive  there  j 
and  there  is  particular  reafon  to  expecft  this  with 
regard  to  the  cinnamon.  It  grows  naturally  in 
fome  of  the  vallics  of  the  Cordeleiriasi  and  by 
cultivation,  perhaps,  fome  of  the  qualities  it  wants 
might  be  imparted  to  it. 

Several  of  the  provinces  of  Mexico  formerly 
produced  excellent  filks,  which  vi^ere  manufadlur- 
cd  with  fuccefs  in  Spain.     This  fource  of  wealth 

•  From  4 1 6, £(61.  13s.  ^i.  to  500,000!. 
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hath  been  lofl,  by  the  numberlefs  obftrudtions  it  B  O  O  K 
hath  met  with  ;  but  it  might  eafily  be  revived  and ,  ^'^^^- 
extended. 

The  Vicuna  wool  is  in  great  repute  among 
all  nations.  The  quantity  they  are  fupplied  with, 
is  nothing  in  comparifon  of  the  demands  for  it. 
The  moft  certain  method  of  increafmg  this  pre- 
cious wool  would  probably  be,  to  let  the  animal 
that  fupplies  it  live,  after  having  taken  it  away 
from  him. 

It  would  be  impoflible  to  enumerate  the  pro- 
dudtions,  which  regions  fo  immenfe,  climates  fo 
various,  and  foils  of  fo  different  a  nature,  might 
fupply.       Among   fuch  a  variety  of  cultivations, 
fome,  perhaps,  miglit  be   found  that  would  fuit 
the  Indians,  others  might   probably  induce  fome 
of  the    wandering  nations  to  fix.     Thefe  alTocia- 
tions,  diftributed   with   Ikill,  might  alfo  ferve  to 
eflablifh  communications  between  colonics  that 
are  now  feparated  from  each  other,  by  immenfe 
and   uninhabited  fpaces.      The  laws,    which   al- 
ways lofe  their  force   among  men  too  far  diflant 
from  each  other,    and  from  the  magiftrate,  would 
then    be  obferved.      Commerce,    which  is  per- 
petually interrupted  by   the  impolTibility  of  con- 
veying   the    merchandife    to    their    dcftination, 
would   then  become   more  animated.     In  cafe  of 
war,   the   people   would   be  warned  of  any   ap- 
proaching danger,    and   would    give   each   other 
fpeedy  and  efFedual  fuccours.      it   mufl:  be  ac- 
knowledged that  this  new  fyftem   could  not   be 
eflablifhed   without    difficulty.       Thefe  falutary 
views    would  be   thwarted    by   indolence,  by  the 
climate,  and  by  prejudices:  but  knov/ledgc,  pru- 
dently  diftributed,     encouragements    well    ma- 
naged, and  marks  of  confideration  properly  bc- 
ftovved,  would  overcome,  in  procefs  of  time,  all 
obftacles.     The  progrefs  of  cultivation  would  be 
Vol.  IIL  U  much 
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BOOK  much  accelerated,  by  fupprefling  the  pradicenow 
^"^"  become  general,  of  thofe  majorafcos,  or  perpetual 
rucceflions,  which  occafioii  fach  a  number  of 
idle  perfons  in  the  country,  and  which  are  pro- 
du(ftive  of  ftill  greater  mifchief  in  the  colonies. 
The  fijfl:  conquerors,  and  thofe  who  purfued  their 
nieafures,  ufurped  immenfc  diftritfls,  or  obtained 
the  gift  of  them.  They  converted  them  into  an 
indivifible  inheritance  for  their  children  ;  and  the 
\ounger  ones  were  thus,  in  fome  meafure,  de- 
voted to  celibacy,  to  the  cloifter,  or  to  the 
priefthood.  Thefe  enormous  pofleflions  have 
remained  uncultivated,  and  will  ftill  continue  (o^ 
till  lome  fteady  and  prudent  man  fhall  take  upon 
him  to  permit,  or  to  order,  the  divifion  of  them. 
Then  the  number  of  proprietors,  which  is  at 
prefent  fo  much  confined,  notwithftanding  the 
great  extent  of  the  territories,  will  be  increaf- 
cd,  and  produdions  will  be  multiplied  with  pro- 
perty. 
»        The   labours  would    advance  more  rapidly,,  if 

-V  foreigners  were  permitted  to  taj<e  a  part  in  them. 

/'  The    Spanifh    Indies  were    indifcriminately  fhut 
againrt  them  all,  even  at  the  period  of  the  dif- 
covery.     The  laws  formally  prefcribed,  that  the 
perfons   who  had  penetrated  into  them,    in  any 
manner    whatever,     fliould    be   fent    back    into 
Ruiope.      Philip  11.    urged  by  his  wants,  autho- 
rized,   in   I5g6,  his  delegates  to  naturalize  the 
few  that    had  flipped   in  there,    upon  condition  ; 
that  ihey  Ihould  pay  the  ftipulated  price  for  this  ; 
adoption.       This  kind  of    market  has  been  ire-, 
quently  renewed,  but  rather  in  favour  of  artifl:s 
of  nccedary  utility  to  the  country,  than  for  mer-  . 
chants,    who,    it   was  fuppofed,    would  one  day  j 
retire  with    the    wealth    they    had    accumulated.  I 
T'he  number,  however,  both  of  the  one  and   the 
oiher,    hath    always    been    extremely    confined, 
I  becauie 
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becaufe  it  is  prohibited  to  embark  any  in  itie  book 
mother-country ;  and  that  the  colonies  them-  ^'^^^• 
felvcs,  whether  from  motives  of  miftruft  or 
jealoufy,  rejedl  them.  The  advancement  of 
knowledge,  gives  us  reafon  to  think  that  this  un- 
fociable  fpirit  will  have  an  end.  The  govern- 
ment will  at  length  underftand  what  they  have  to 
exped  from  a  healthy  and  vigorous  man,  between 
fivc-and-tv/enty  and  thirty  years  of  age ;  what 
mifchief  he  doth  to  the  country  which  he  quits, 
and  how  acceptable  he  is  to  the  foreign  nations, 
among  whom  he  transfers  his  ftrength,  and  his 
induftry.  They  will  comprehend,  how  ftrangely 
ftupid  it  is  to  make  the  right  of  hofpitality  be 
purchafed  by  the  man,  who  fhould  come  to  mul- 
tiply by  his  ufeful  labours,  either  the  produfti- 
onsof  the  foil,  or  the  works  of  the  manufadtures. 
They  will  difcern  the  deep  policy  of  thofe  people, 
who  fhould  make  a  point  of  inviting  the  inha- 
bitants of  neighbouring  regions,  to  fettle  in  their 
towns,  or  in  their  country-places,  or  to  traverfs 
their  provinces.  They  will  find  out  what  fort  of 
tribute  fhould  be  impofed  upon  nations,  who 
might  fupply  them  with  workmen,  with  culti- 
vators, and  with  confumers;  how  much  the 
fpirit  of  intoleration  which  banifhes  is  fatal  ; 
what  funds  of  wealth  a  nation  derives  from  to- 
leration, and  how  indifferent  a  circumflance  it  is, 
to  the  value  of  commodities,  whether  they  be 
produced  from  the  labours  of  orthodox  perfons  or 
of  heretics,  of  Spaniards  or  of  Hollanders,  But 
the  greateft  encouragements  that  could  be  given 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  lands,  and  all  the  favours 
which  it  v/ould  be  pofiible  to  add  to  them,  would 
be  of  no  effect,  without  the  certainty  of  an  eafy 
and  advantageous  mart  for  the  produdlions,  M. 
de  la  Enfenada  firft  difcovered  that  the  exporta- 
tion of  them  would  be  impradicable,  as  long  as 

U  o  the 
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BOO  Kthe  commerce  of  the  New  World  fhould  be  con- 
^]}^  jdufted  in  the  manner  it  had  been.  Accordingly, 
notwithftanding  the  oppofition  he  met  with  ;  and 
notwithflanding  the  prejudices  he  had  to  combat, 
he  fubftituted,  in  1740,  detached  veflels  to  the 
parade  fo  anciently  eflablillied,  and  fo  highly  re- 
vered, of  galleons  and  fleets.  He  was  meditating 
other  changes  ft  ill  more  advantageous,  when  an  un- 
exped\ed  difgrace  ftopped  him  in  the  midftof  his 
brilliant  career. 

One  half  of  the  good  which  this  bold  and  able 
minifter  had  done,  was  annulled  in  1756,  by  the 
reeftablifhment  of  the  fleets  :  but  this  mifchief 
was  partly  repaired  eight  years  after,  by  the  fet- 
tingon  foot  of  the  packet-boats,  which,  from  Co- 
runna,  were  to  carry,  every  month,  to  the  Ha- 
vannah,  the  letters  deftined  for  the  northern  colo- 
nics; and  every  two  months,  to  Buenos-Ayres, 
thofe  that  were  deftined  for  the  fouthern  colonies. 
Thefe  veflels,  which  were  of  no  inconfiderable 
fize,  were  allowed  to  load  at  their  departure  with 
European  merchandife,  and  at  their  return,  wiih 
American  commodities. 

The  exportation  of  metals  was  forbidden  under 
capital  penalties.  This  abfurd  prohibition  was 
made  a  jeft  of,  becaufe  it  was  neceflary  that  fo- 
reign commerce  fhould  receive  the  value  of  the 
merchandife  it  had  furniflied.  Ancient  govern- 
ments, which  had  for  the  laws  the  refpedt  they 
deferve,  would  not  have  failed  to  abrogate  one, 
the  obfervance  of  which  had  been  fhewn  to  be 
chimerical.  In  our  modern  times,  when  em- 
pires arc  rather  conduded  by  the  caprices  of  the 
governors,  than  regulated  upon  realbnable  prin- 
ciples, Spain  went  no  furtli^r,  in  1748,  than  to 
permit  the  exportation  of  gold  and  filver,  upon 
condition  that  a  duty  of  three  per  ce?it.  fhould  be 
paid  to  the  treafury.      Twenty  years  after,  this 

tax 
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tax  was  increafed   to  four  'per  cent,  although  thcB  O  o  K 
government  was  warned  by  perpetual  frauds,  that^  ^^^^• 
it  was  their  intereft  to  lower  it. 

The  year  1774  was  the  period  of  another  for- 
tunate innovation.  Till  that  time,  every  kind 
of  intercourfe  between  the  feveral  parts  of  the 
American  continent  had  been  rigidly  prohibited. 
Mexico,  Guatimala,  Peru,  and  the  New  King- 
dom, were  all  compelled  to  be  flrangers  to  each 
other.  The  adion  and  re-adion  which  would 
have  made  them  all  partake  of  the  advantages 
nature  had  diftributed  among  them,  were  con- 
fidered  as  crimes,  and  feverely  punifhed.  But 
what  reafon  can  be  afligned,  why  this  profcription 
ihould  not  have  been  extended  from  one  town  to 
another,  or  from  one  dwelling  to  a  neighbouring 
one  in  the  fame  diftridt,  from  one  family  to  ano- 
ther in  the  fame  diftrid  ^  Hath  nature  traced 
upon  the  foil,  which  men  inhabit,  any  line  of 
limitation  ?  How  doth  it  happen,  that  under  the 
fame  dominion,  a  place  fituated  at  an  equal  dif- 
tance  from  two  other  places,  fhould  be  allowed  a 
free  exercife  of  a  privilege  towards  the  Eafl, 
which  is  refyfed  to  it  towards  the  Weft  }  Doth 
not  fuch  an  edid,  properly  interpreted,  fignify, 
let  us  forbid  every  country  to  cultivate  more  than 
is  necedary  for  it's  own  confumption,  and  every 
inhabitant  from  being  in  want  of  any  thing  befide 
the  productions  of  his  own  foil  ?  A  free  commu- 
nication was  at  lengrh  opened  between  thefe  pro- 
vinces ;  and  the  inhabitants  were  allowed  to  think 
themfelves  fellow-citizens,  and  to  treat  each  other 
as  brethren. 

One  law,  of  the  month  of  February  1778,  per- 
mits all  the  ports  of  Spain  todifpatch  fbips  to  Bue- 
nos-Ayres,  and  to  the  South  Sea.  In  the  month 
of  October  of  the  fame  year,  this  liberty  hath  been 
granted  for  the  reft  of  the  continent,  except  for 

Mexico  i 
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BOO  kMcx'ico;  which  will  undoubtedly  foon  enjoy  the 
^'^^^-    fame  advantage.     This  will  be  a  confiderable  ilep; 
but  it  will  not  be  fufficient,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  to 
put  n  (lop  to  the  fmuggling  trade,  which  occafi- 
ons  lo  many  clamours. 

All  the  people  whofe  pofleflions  have  been 
near  the  Spanilh  fettlements,  have  endeavoured 
to  appropriate  to  themfelves,  clandeftinely,  their 
trealures  and  their  commodities.  The  Portu- 
guefe  have  turned  their  views  towards  the  river 
Plata ;  the  French,  the  Danes,  and  the  Dutch, 
towards  the  coaft:  of  Caraccas,  Carthagena,  and 
Porto-Bel  lo.  The  Englifh,  who  knew,  and  fre- 
quented thefe  roads,  have  found  that  the  celiions 
made  to  them  by  the  laft  treaty,  have  opened  to 
them  other  ways  of  obtaining  a  more  confider- 
able fliare  of  thefe  rich  fpoils.  All  thefe  nations 
have  fucceeded  in  their  attempts,  by  deceiving  or 
bribing  the  guarda  coftas ;  and  fomctimes  by  fight- 
ing them. 

The  governors,  far  from  remedying  thefe 
diforders,  encouraged  them  as  much  as  pollible. 
Several  of  them  had  purchafed  their  ports ;  moft 
of  them  were  in  hafte  to  get  fortune^  and  wiflied 
to  be  paid  for  the  dangers  they  had  incurred  by 
the  change  of  climate.  There  was  not  a  moment 
to  be  loft,  becaufe  it  was  feldom  they  were  con- 
tinued in  their  places  more  than  from  three  to 
five  years.  Among  the  leaft  dangerous  modes 
they  had  of  acquiring  riches,  was  that  of  encou- 
raging the  contraband  trade,  or  of  carrying  it  on 
ihemlclvcs.  No  perfon  in  America  exclaimed 
againft  a  condncft  which  vvas  favourable  to  all. 

If  the  complaints  of  fome  European  merchants 
reached  the  court,  they  were  ealily  filenced  by 
proper  gratuities  to  confeflbrs,  miftreffes,  or  fa- 
vourites. The  delinquent  not  only  fheltered 
himfelf  from  punilhment,  but  was  alfo  rewarded. 

Nothing: 
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Nothing  was  fo  well  eflablifhed  or  To  generally^  9  ^  ^"^ 
known  as  this  pradice.  A  Spaniard  juft  returned 
from  America,  where  he  had  filled  an  important 
poft,  was  complaining  to  a  friend  of  the  injurious 
reports  that  were  fpread  concerning  the  dilbharge 
of  his  truft.  If  you  are  jlandered^  fays  his  friend, 
you  are  undone  \  hut  if  your  extortions  are  not  ex- 
aggerated^ you  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  give  up  fart 
of  your  plunder,  and  you  will  enjoy  the  remainder 
peaceably,   and  even  with  credit. 

The  fraudulent  trade  will  continue  till  it  hath 
been  made  impofiible  to  bear  the  expences  of  it, 
or  to  brave  the  dangers  to  which  it  expofes;  and 
this  can  never  be  done  but  by  lowering  ihe  duties, 
with  which  the  Spanifh  ports  have  been  fuccelfively 
overburdened.  Even  fince  the  facrificcs  made  by 
government  in  the  regulations  of  1778,  the  con- 
traband trader  hath  an  advantage  of  fixty-fourp^r 
cent,  over  the  fair  dealer. 

The  revolution  which  a  judicious  fyftem  of 
policy  may  bring  about,  will  occafion  a  defici- 
ency, and  a  very  confiderable  one,  in  the  public 
treafury  :  but  the  dillrefs  that  would  refult  from 
it,  would  be  no  more  than  momentary.  Immenfe 
riches  will  one  day  be  produced  from  this  long  ex- 
pe(5led  arrangement  of  things. 

According  to  the  new  fyftem,  Spain,  which 
hitherto  hadi  furnifhed  annually  no  more  than  one 
thoufand  (even  hundred  and  forty-one  tuns  of  wine 
and  brandy,  by  which  the  cultivators  had  not  got 
one  million  of  livres  *,  will  now  fend  ten  or  twelve 
times  as  much.  This  exportation  would  fertilize 
an  uncultivated  territory,  and  would  difguft  Mex- 
ico, as  well  as  fome  other  provinces  of  the  New 
World,  of  the  bad  liquors  they  are  ufed  to  con- 
fume,  on  account  of  the  dearnefs  of  thofe  ihat 
have  croifed  the  feas. 

*  41,6661.  13s.  4d. 
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BOOK  The  manufaflures,  which  the  impofllbility  of 
VIII.  paying  for  thofe  which  came  from  the  Old  Hemi- 
fphere  have  caufed  to  be  cftablifhcd,  would  not 
fupport  themfelves.  It  would  have  been  the  higheft 
adl  of  tyranny  to  put  them  down  by  authority,  as 
fome  inconfiderate,  corrupt,  and  defpotic  minif- 
ters  have  not  fcruplcd  to  propofe ;  but  nothing 
would  be  more  reafonable  than  to  bring  them  into 
difrepute  with  the  perfons  who  now  ufe  them  for 
clothing,  by  offering  them,  at  a  price  fuitable  to 
their  circumflances,  linens  and  (luffs,  that  would 
be  more  agreeable  to  their  tafle,  or  to  their  vani- 
ty. Then  the  confumption  of  European  mer- 
chandife,  which  doth  not  exceed  annually, 
fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twelve  tuns,  would 
be  doubly  increafed,  and  in  procefs  of  time,  much 
more. 

The  hands  which  are  employed  in  manufac- 
ture, would  be  transferred  to  agriculture,  which 
is  at  prefent  much  confined.  The  ports,  how- 
ever, of  all  nations,  are  open  to  their  commodi- 
ties. Several  of  them  might  perhaps  objeft, 
that  Spain  fhould  make  the  mofl  of  her  iflands, 
becaufe  fuch  an  improvement  would  necefl'arily 
occafion  an  evident  injury  to  her  colonies;  but 
they  are  all  defirous  that  fhe  fhould  bring  more  of 
the  produd\ions  of  her  continent  to  marker,  becaufe 
mofl  of  them  are  neceffary,  and  cannot  be  replac- 
ed by  others. 

This  new  arrangement  of  things  would  be 
equally  favourable  to  the  mines.  Thofe  which 
have  been  negleded  from  their  not  being  able  to 
pay  for  the  mercury,  and  other  articles,  would 
be  opened  again.  Thofe,  the  working  of  which 
hath  not  been  interrupted,  would  be  followed  up 
with  more  activity,  and  with  greater  means.  The 
plenty  of   metals    would   open  frefli  markets   to 

induflry, 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  297 

induftry,    which    even    the  ableft   men  do  not  BOOK 
think  of.  .  ^"I- 

The  Americans,  become  more  rich  and  more 
happy,  would  have  more  confidence  in  govern- 
ment. They  would  readily  confent  to  pay  taxes, 
the  nature  and  levying  of  which  can  only  be  pro- 
perly regulated  on  the  fpot,  and  from  a  mature 
confideration  of  the  charaftcr  and  cuftoms  of  the 
people.  Thefc  tributes,  however  trifling  they  may 
be  fuppofed  to  be,  would  do  more  than  fill  up  the 
deficiency  occafioned  in  the  public  coffers,  by  the 
lefTening  of  the  duties. 

The  crown,  enjoying  a  more  confiderable  re- 
venue, would  no  longer  abandon  their  provinces 
to  the  rapacioufnefs  of  their  agents.  They  would 
leflen  the  number  of  them,  pay  thofe  they  retain- 
ed in  a  proper  manner,  and  compel  them  to  re- 
fped  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  interefts  of 
government.  To  think  it  impoflible  that  this  fpirit 
of  juftice  fliould  be  eftablilhed,  would  argue  an  ig- 
norance of  the  refources  of  a  well-managed  autho- 
rity. Campillo  fucceeded  in  it,  during  his  aullere 
miniftry,  although  the  governors  of  America  at 
that  time  had  contratTted  the  habit  of  plunder,  and 
that  their  appointments  were  not  fufficient  to  main- 
tain the  dignity  which  their  rank  feemed  to  re- 
quire. 

It  mu/l  be  acknowledged,  that  the  freedom  of 
trade  between  all  Spain  and  America,  hath  been 
reckoned  a  chimera.  The  harbours  of  this  penin- 
fula  are,  as  it  has  been  faid,  fo  poor,  that  what- 
ever fleps  may  be  taken,  that  of  Cadiz  will  remain 
in  the  fole  polTefiion  of  this  monopoly.  This  would 
undoubtedly  happen,  if  the  ancient  fyflem  Chould 
only  be  departed  from  in  this  point  :  but,  if  the 
new  plan  be  direded  by  the  principles  already  efta- 
blifhed,  and  already  pradlifed  among  commercial 
nations  J  it  will  be  found  that  'here  are  in  moft  of 

the 
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B  o  O  K  the  ports  of  this  kingdom  funds  fufficient  far  thefe 
^'^^^-  undertakings.  Thel'e  armaments  will  ev!en  foori 
be  multiplied,  becaufe  the  moderate  rate  of  the 
freight,  and  of  the  duties,  will  allow  them  to  fend 
common  merchandife,  and  to  receive  in  return, 
commodities  of  fmall  value.  In  procefs  of  time, 
the  navigation  of  the  mother-country,  with  it's  co- 
lonies on  the  continent,  which  at  preient  employs 
no  more  than  from  thirty  to  thirty-two  fhips  eve- 
ry year,  would  receive  fo  great  an  increafe,  that 
the  boldeft  fpeculators  could  not  venture  to  fix  the 
limits  of  ir. 

It  hath  been  fuppofcd,  with  more  foundation, 
that  as  foon  as  the  ports  of  America  fhould  be  open 
to  all  the  ports  of  the  monarchy,  and  that  no  kind 
of  opprelTion  would  exill  in  the  cuftoms,  trade, 
when  freed  from  thefe  fhackles,  would  occafioa 
unlimited  emulation.  The  avidity  and  imprudence 
of  the  merchants,  give  reafon  to  fufpedt  this  con- 
fufion ;  v/hich  might  perhaps  turn  out  to  advan- 
tage. The  colonics,  encouraged  by  the  cheap- 
nefs,  to  the  acquifuion  of  enjoyments  which  they 
had  been  never  able  to  procure,  will  have  other 
wants,  and  confequently  would  devote  themlelvcs 
to  other  labours.  If  even  the  excefs  of  the  compe- 
tition would  be  an  evil,  it  could  never  be  any  thing 
more  than  a  temporary  one.  To  endeavour  to  pre- 
vent this  commotion,  by  laws  dcdrucftive  of  every 
good,  is  to  attempt  the  prevention  of  a  fortunate 
revolution,  by  a  continual  fyflem  of  opprellion. 

But  the  objection  which  had  been  moft  thought 
of  in  the  court  of  Madrid,  hath  been,  it  fecms,  that 
all  tile  European  nations  would  find  their  trade  in- 
creafe by  thefe  arrangements.  This  is  certainly 
true.  But  would  not  Spanifh  induflry  be  equally 
encouraged,  fince,  when  freed  from  the  duty  which 
foreign  merchandife  would  continue  to  pay,  on 
entering  the  kingdom,  it  would  prelcrve  all  it's  ad- 
vantages ? 
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•  .*■'' 
vantages  ?  Would  not  the  government  ftill  collecl  book 
the   duties  they   might  have   thought  proper   to     '^^'^• 
leave  upon  theie  produdtions  ?    Would   not   their 
navigators  flill  gain  their  freight  ?  Would  not  their 
merchants  be  the  agents  of  this  commerce  ?  Would 
not  their  fubjeds  of  the  New  World  obtain  at  a 
cheaper  rate  every  thing  that  is  conveyed  to  them  ? 
It   is,  perhaps,   a   fortunate  circumftance  for  this 
power,  to  be  obliged  to  fhare  with  other  people  the 
fupplying  of  it's  American  pofTeflions.     If  it  were 
otherwife,  the  maritime  powers  would  exert  their 
utmoft  efforts  to  deprive  it   of  them.     Whether 
they   would  fucceed  or  not,  is  a  point  which  re- 
mains to  be  examined. 

The  Dutch  were  the  firfl  people  who  ventured Inquir/ 
to  turn  their   arms  againft  Peru.     They   fent   Sf^^^sT 
fmall  fquadron  thither  in  1643,  ^vhich  eafily  tooknifhem- 
Baldivia,  the  only  fortified  port  of  Chili,  and  iheP'^ebe 
key  to  thofe  peaceful  feas.     Their  navigators  al- upoQ^  f^. 
ready   pofTeffed,  in   imagination,  the   treafures  of  lid  bafis  in 
thofe  rich  countries,  'till   their  cxpecftaiions   were'^?^^^' 
difappointed  by  th?  appearance  of  famine  and  dif- 
eafe.     The  death  of  their  favourite  chief  increafed 
their  anxiety,  and  the  troops  that  v/ere  fent  againft 
them   from  Callao   threw  them  into  total  defpair. 
The  idea  of  the  didance  they  were  at  from  iheir 
native  country,  deprived  them  of  all  their  courage, 
and  the  fear  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  a  nation 
whofe  hatred  they   had  fo  often  experienced,  de- 
termined them  to  re-embark.   If  their  perfeverance 
had  been  greater,  they  would  probably  liave  pre- 
ferved  their  conquefls  'till  the  arrival  of  the  fuc- 
cours  that  would  have  been  fent  from  the  Zuyder- 
zee,  when  their  firft  fuccels  came  to  be  known. 

Sl'ch  was  the  opinion  of  thofe  Frenchmen, 
who,  in  1595,  united  their  riches  and  their  cl- 
forts  to  go  nnd  plunder  Peru,  and  to  form  ;i  fct- 
tlement  on   that  part  of  the  coaft  of  Chili  which 

had 
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BOOK  had  been  negleded  by  the  Spaniards.  This 
"vili.  fcheme  was  approved  by  Lewis  XIV.,  who,  to  fa^ 
'cilitate  the  execution  of  it,  granted  fix  men  of 
war.  The  fquadron  proceeded  very  fortunately, 
under  the  command  of  the  brave  De  Genes,  *till 
it  got  towards  the  middle  of  the  Streights  of  Ma- 
gellan. Succefs  was  thought  to  be  near  at  hand, 
v.hen  the  navigators,  obflinately  rcpullcd  by  con- 
trary winds,  and  affailed  with  every  pollible  cala- 
mity, were  obliged  to  return  to  Europe.  Thefc 
adventurers,  dill  thirfling  after  riches  and  dan- 
gers, were  intending  to  form  a  new  alTociaiion, 
when  the  courfe  of  events  united  the  intercfls  of 
the  two  crowns. 

The  Englifh  had  turned  their  attention  with 
avidity  towards  thefe  countries,  before  other  peo- 
ple. They  were  tempted  by  the  mines  as  early 
2^ as  the  year  1624  ;  but  the  weaknefs  of  the  prince 
'  who  then  reigned,  proved  the  ruin  of  a  confidera- 
b!e  aflbciation  formed  for  this  great  purpofe. 
Charles  II.  refumed  this  important  project,  and 
fent  Sir  John  Narborough  to  reconnoitre  thole  la- 
titudes that  were  lb  little  known,  and  to  endea- 
vour to  open  fome  communication  with  the  favagcs 
of  Chili.  That  monarch  was  fo  impatient  to  know 
the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition,  that  when  he  was  in- 
formed of  the  return  of  his  admiral  to  the  Downs, 
he  got  into  his  barge,  and  went  to  meet  him  at 
Gravcfend. 

Though  this  firfl:  attempt  had  been  of  no  ad- 
vantage, the  Britifl)  miniftry  were  not  difcouragcd. 
The  elevation  of  the  Duke  of  Anjou  to  the  throne 
excited  a  general  ferment,  England,  which  had 
put  itfelf  at  the  head  of  the  confederacy  formed 
to  deprive  this  prince  of  the  throne,  was  vitftori- 
ous  in  all  parts,  but  was  obliged  to  purchafe  this 
glory  at  a  very  dear  rate.  The  nation  was  groan- 
ing under  the  opprellion  of  taxes,  while  the  trea- 
2  fury 
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fury  had  contraded  immenfc  engagements.  ItBOOK 
feemed  difficult  to  fulfil  them,  and  at  the  fame  ^  ^^^J- 
time  to  continue  the  war  ;  when  the  idea  was  fug- 
gefted  of  a  company  which  fhould  have  the  ex- 
clufive  privilege  of  trading  to  the  South  Seas,  up- 
on condition  that  they  fhould  liquidate  the  nati- 
onal debt.  Such  was  the  opinion  they  entertain- 
ed of  the  riches  of  Peru,  and  of  the  great  fortunes 
that  might  eafily  be  made  there,  that  foreigners, 
as  well  as  the  people  of  the  country,  were  eager 
to  lend  their  money  to  this  undertaking.  The 
dircdion  of  it  was  given  to  the  Lord  High  Trea- 
furer  Oxford,  the  author  of  the  projed,  and  he 
employed,  in  the  expences  of  the  (late,  funds  that 
were  deflined  for  a  very  different  purpofe. 

Then  the  fhares  of  the  new  company  fell  into 
the  utmofl:  difrepute  ;  but  they  foon  rofe  again. 
At  the  peace,  the  court  of  London  obtained  from 
that  of  Madrid,  that  the  South  Sea  Company 
fhould  fulfil  it's  deftination.  The  trade  of  Peru 
was  formally  given  up  to  them.  They  were  quiet- 
ly enriching  themfelves,  when  a  bloody  war  chang- 
ed the  fituation  of  affairs.  A  fquadron,  under  the 
command  of  Anfon,  was  fent,  inftead  of  ihe  fhips 
of  thofe  rapacious  merchants  which  frequented 
thefe  feas.  It  is  probable  he  would  have  executed 
the  whole  of  his  terrible  commiflion,  had  he  not 
been  prevented  by  the  misfortunes  that  bcfel  his 
fquadron,  in  being  obliged,  from  ill-concerted 
meafures,  to  double  Cape  Horn  at  an  improper 
and  dangerous  feafon. 

Since  the  laft  peace,  the  French  in  1764,  and 
the  EngliQi  in  1766,  have  undertaken  to  form  a 
fertlement  not  far  from  the  coaft  of  Patagonia,  or 
in  fifty- one  degrees  thirty  minutes  of  fouthern  la- 
titude, in  three  iflands,  which  the  former  have 
called  Malouine,  and  the  latter  Falkland  Iflands. 
Spain,  alarmed  at  feeing  foreign  nations  in  thefe 

latitudes. 
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BOO  Kl^l'tudes,  eafily  obtained  from  the  court  of  Ver- 
"^'i"-     failles  the  facrifice  of  their  feeble  colony  :  but  the" 
warmell  reprcfentations  produced  no  effeift  upon 
the  court  of  London,  which  liad  not  the  fame  mo- 
tives of  attention  and  complaifance.    The  miniftry 
on  both  li'dcsgrew  warm.     Port  Egmont,  recently 
occupied,  was  fuddenly  attacked,  and  taken  with- 
out refinance.     The  two  hemifpheres  were  again 
going  to  be  deluged  with  blood,  if  the  aggrellbrs 
had  not  at  length  determined  to  reftore  a  poit, 
which  they  ought  not  to  have  feized  upon,  at  a 
time  when  negociations  were  opened  to  examine 
into  the  rights  of  the  two  crowns.     England  hath 
fince  engaged,  by  a  verbal  agreement  of  the  22d 
January  1771,  to   fuffcr  this  feeble,  ufelefs,   and 
cxpenfive  lettlement  gradually  to  decay.    Accord- 
ingly, in  the  month  of  May  1774,  there  remained 
no  more  than  five-and-twenty  men  upon  it,  when 
it  was  evacuated,  leaving  an  infcription  to  certify 
to  pofterity,  that  thefe  illands  had  belonged,  and 
had  not  ceafed  to  belong  to  Great  Britain.     Thefe 
navigators,  attentive  to  the  dignity  of  their  nation, 
infulted,  at  their  departure,  the  rival  power.     It 
is  from  motives  of  condefcenfion,  and  not  of  fear, 
that   they  are  willing  to  cicfift  from  their  claims. 
But  when  they  promife  eternal  duration  to  their 
empire,  they  forget  that  their  grandeur  may  dif- 
appcar  as  rapidly  as  it  hath  rilen.     Of  all  the  mo- 
dern nations,  what  remains  will  there  be  in  the 
annali;  of  the  v.-orld  ?  The  names  only  of  a  few  il- 
luftrious  perfonages,  of  a  Chriftopher  Columbus, 
of  a  Defcartes,  and  of  a  Newton.     What  a  num- 
ber of  petty  flates,  ail  ridiculoufly  afpiring  to  the 
great  dcAinies  of  Rome ! 

Without  the  afliftsnce  of  this  flaple,  and  in- 
deed without  any.  Anion  thought  that  the  empire 
of  the  Spaniards  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  might  be  at- 
tacked with  advantage.     According  to  the  plan  of 

this 
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this  celebrated  navigator,  twelve  men  of  war,  feat  BOOK 
from  Europe  with  three  or  four  thoufand  troops,  ,_^^^ 
would  diredt  their  courfc  towards  the  South  Sea. 
They  would  procure  refrefhments  at  Bahia,  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  at  St.  Catherine's,  and  throughout  all  the 
Brazils,  where  a  llrong  defire  prevails  of  humbling 
the  Spaniards.  The  repairs  that  might  become 
nccellary,  would  be  executed  with  fafety  upon  the 
defert  and  uninhabitable  coaft  of  Patagonia,  at 
Port  Defire,  or  St.  Julian.  The  fquadron  would 
double  Cape  Horn,  or  would  go  through  the 
Streights  of  Magellan,  according  to  the  different 
feafons  of  the  year.  If  they  lliould  chance  to  fepa- 
rate,  they  would  meet  again  at  the  defert  illand  of 
Socoro,  and  then  attack  Baldivia  with  their  united 
force. 

This  fortrefs,  the  only  one  that  covers  Chili, 
being  carried  by  a  fudden  and  impetuous  attack, 
what  fcrvice,  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  could 
be  expected  from  enervated  and  unexperienced 
citizens,  againft  troops  inured  to  difcipline  and 
military  exercifes  ?  What  could  they  do  againft 
the  Araucos  and  other  favages,  always  difpofed  to 
renew  their  cruelties  and  their  ravages  ? 

The  coafts  of  Peru  v/ouid  make  ftill  lefs  refifi- 
ance.  They  are  all  defended  only  by  Callao, 
where  a  bad  garrifon  of  fix  hundred  men  would 
foon  capitulate.  The  reduction  of  this  fam.ous  port 
would  open  the  way  to  Lima,  which  is  no  more 
than  two  leagues  off,  and  incapable  of  making  any 
defence.  The  feeble  fuccours  that  could  be  fenc 
to  the  two  cities  from  the  inland  parts,  v/here  there 
are  no  foldiers,  would  not  fave  them  ;  and  the 
fquadron  would  eafily  intercept  any  that  might 
come  from  Panama  by  fea.  Panama  itfelf,  which 
is  furrounded  only  by  a  wall,  without  a  ditch  or 
any  outworks,  would  be  obliged  to  furrender. 
The  garrifon,  continually^ weakened-  by  detach- 
ments 
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BOOK  ments  that  muft:  be  lent  to  Chagre,  to  Porto  Bel !o, 
"^'Jil-     and  toother  pods,  would  be  unable  to  repulfe  the 
mofl:  trifling  force. 

Anson  was  of  opinion,  that  the  coafts  being 
once  fubdued,  the  reft  of  the  empire  would  foon 
be  obliged  to  fubmit.  This  idea  was  founded 
upon  the  effeminacy,  cowardice,  and  ignorance 
of  tlieie  people  in  the  management  of  arms.  Ac- 
cording to  his  informations,  a  bold  enemy  would 
have  had  nearly  as  much  advantage  over  the  Spa- 
niards, as  they  themfelves  had  over  the  Ameri- 
cans at  the  period  of  the  difcovery. 

Such  were,  thirty  years  ago,  the  ideas  of  one  of 
the  greateft  fcamen  England  ever  had.  But  we 
may  imagine  that  he  w(uld  not  talk  in  this  ftyle 
at  prefent.  The  court  of  Madrid,  roufed  by  the 
humiliations  and  misfortunes  of  the  lafl  war,  have 
lent  well  difciplined  troops  into  Peru,  and  have  in- 
trufltd  the  fortified  places  to  experienced  com- 
manders. The  Ipirit  of  the  militia  is  entirely  chang- 
ed in  this  part  of  the  N»;w  World.  What  perhaps 
was  poflible,  is  now  no  more  fo.  An  invafion 
would  more  particularly  become  a  chimerical  idea, 
if  in  that  diftant  regiGn  the  land  forces  were  fup- 
portcd  by  proportionate  maritime  ftrength.  We 
fhall  even  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  jundion  of 
thcfe  two  forces  would  infallibly  expel  the  flag  of 
all  other  nations  from  thefe  roads. 

The  operations  of  the  fquadron  fhould  not  be 
limited,  either  to  the  fightingof  the  enemy,  or  to 
the  keeping  of  them  at  a  diftancc.  The  fliips  of 
which  it  would  confift  might  be  ufefully  employed, 
in  producing,  or  in  colleding  upon  thefe  coafls, 
the  articles  which  either  do  not  «3;row  tliere,  or 
which  are  loft  from  the  difficulty  of  exportation. 
Thefe  encouragements  would  probably  awaken 
the  colonifts  from  the  lethargic  ftate  in  which  they 
have  continued  for  three  centuries.     W^hen  they 

were 
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were  afTurcd  that  the  produce  of  their  cultures  BOOK 
would  reach  Panama  without  expcnce,  and  would  \^^^' 
there  be  embarked  upon  the  Chagre,  to  be  con- 
veyed into  Europe,  at  a  very  moderate  rate,  they 
would  feel  themfelves  inclined  to  labours,  the  re- 
ward of  which  would  no  longer  be  doubtful.  This 
adivity  would  increafe,  if  the  court  of  Madrid 
would  refblve  to  dig  a  canal  of  five  leagues,  which 
would  complete  the  communication  between  the 
two  feas,  already  fo  much  advanced  by  a  naviga- 
ble river.  The  general  good  of  nations,  and  the 
advantage  of  commerce,  require,  that  the  lllhmus 
of  Panama,  and  the  Ifthmus  of  Suez,  fliould  be 
open  to  navigation,  and  iTiould  draw  the  limits  of 
the  world  nearer  to  each  other.  Oriental  defpotifm, 
and  Spanifh  indolence,  have  for  too  long  a  time 
deprived  the  globe  of  foconfiderable  a  benefit. 

If  from  the  South,  we  go  on  to  the  North  Sea, 
we  (hall  find  that  the  Spanifh  empire  is  eftablifhcd 
there,  from  the  Mifliflippi  to  the  Oroonoko.  There 
are,  throughout  this  immenfe  fpace,  many  inac- 
ceflible  fhores,  and  a  ftill  greater  number  where  it 
would  be  ufelefs  to  land.  All  the  ports  that  are 
confidered  as  important,  fuch  as  Vera  Cruz,  Cha- 
gre, Porto-Bello,  Carthagena,  and  Puerto-Cabcl- 
k),  are  fortified,  and  fome  of  them  are  fc  upon 
good  principles.  Experience,  however,  hath  fheu-n, 
that  none  of  thefe  places  are  impregnable.  They 
might  therefore  be  forced  again  ;  but  of  what  fer- 
vice  would  this  fuccefs  be  .?  The  conquerors,  who 
would  find  it  impoliible  to  penetrate  into  the  in- 
land countries,  would  be  confined  in  fortrefles, 
where  an  air,  which  is  dangerous  in  all  feafons,  and 
fatal  during  fix  months  of  the  year,  to  men  who 
are  accuftomed  to  a  temperate  climate,  would 
fooner  or  later  bring  them  to  the  grave. 

If  even,  contrary  to  all  probability,  the  con- 
queft  fhould  be  completed,  can   it  be  imagined 

Vol.  III.  X  that 
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BOO  Kthat  the  Spanifh  A.mericans,  who  from  tafte,  idlc- 
^^[^-  nefs,  ignorance,  habit,  and  pride,  have  an  exccf- 
five  attachment  to  their  religion,  and  to  their  laws, 
would  not  break,  at  one  time  or  other,  the  chains 
that  had  been  impofed  upon  them  ?  If,  to  prevent 
this  revolution,  it  fliould  be  rcfolved  to  extermi- 
nate them,  this  cruel  expedient  would  be  as  great 
a  folly  in  politics,  as  it  would  be  horrible  in  mora- 
hty.  The  nation  that  had  been  guilty  of  this  cx- 
cefs  of  barbarity  could  not  reap  any  advantage 
from  it's  new  pofleflions,  without  facrificing  to 
them  it's  population,  it's  adivity,  it's  induftry, 
and,  in  procefs  of  time,  all  it's  power. 

These  various  obftacles  to  the  invafion  of  Spa- 
nifh America,  had,  as  it  is  faid,  fuggefted  in  Eng- 
land, during  (he  lafl  hoftilities,  the  idea  of  a  fyftem 
aflonifhing  to  vulgar  minds.  The  projed  of  this 
power,  v.hich  was  then  miftrefs  of  all  the  Teas,  was 
to  feize  upon  Vera  Cruz,  and  to  fortify  itfelf  there 
in  a  very  ftrong  manner.  It  would  not  have  been 
propofed  to  Mexico  to  fubmit  to  a  foreign  yoke, 
for  which  it  was  known  to  have  too  great  an  aver- 
fion  i  but  the  plan  was  to  detach  that  region  from 
the  mother-country,  to  make  it  the  arbiter  of  it's 
own  defliny,  aiid  to  leave  it  at  liberty,  either  to 
choofe  a  fovereign  o\  it's  own,  or  to  forin  itfelf  in- 
to a  republic.  As  there  were  no  troops  in  the 
country,  the  revolution  was  infallible;  and  it 
would  equally  have  taken  place  in  all  the  provinces 
of  this  vail:  continent,  which  had  the  fame  motives 
for  defiling  it,  and  the  fame  facility  of  carrying  it 
into  txccution.  The  efforts  of  the  court  of  Madrid, 
to  recover  it's  rights,  would  iiave  been  unavailing, 
becaufe  Great  Britain  took  upon  herfelf  to  repel 
them,  upon  condition  that  the  new  ftates  fhould 
g;rant  her  an  exclufive  trade,  but  upon  terms  infi- 
nitely lefs  unfavourable  than  thofe  by  which  they 
bad  for  Co  long  a  time  been  opprefiTed. 

If 
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If  it  were  true  that  fuch  ideas  had  ever  ferioLifly  B  o  O  K 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  cabinet  of  London,  \^^^- 
they  muft  have  renounced  thefe  ambitious  views, 
fince  the  court  of  Madrid  have  taken  the  refoluti- 
on  to  keep  regular  and  European  forces  in  their 
pofl'eflions  in  the  New  World.  Thefe  forces  will 
contain  the  nations,  and  repi-l  the  enemy, 
flrengthened  as  they  are  at  prefcnt  with  a  refpeda- 
ble  navy. 

As  foon  as  the  Spaniards  had  difcovered  an- 
other hemifphere,  they  thought  of  appropriating  to 
ihemfelves  every  part  of  it.  To  give  fome  eclat 
to  their  adminiftration,  the  chiefs  of  the  great  fet- 
tlements  already  formed,  were  continually  under- 
taking new  enterprifes;  and  private  perfons,  paf- 
fionately  purfuing  the  fame  kind  of  fame,  general- 
ly followed  thefe  brilliant  prcjeds.  The  calamities 
infeparable  from  a  career  fo  little  known,  had  not 
yet  altered  this  adive  and  indefatigable  courage, 
when  fome  bold  and  enterpnling  navigators  ven- 
tured to  dired  their  courfe  towards  regions,  for- 
bidden to  every  other  nation,  except  that  which 
had  conquered  them.  The  fuccefs  which  attended 
this  boldnefs,  convinced  Philip  11.  that  it  was  time 
to  fet  bounds  to  his  ambition  ;  and  he  renounced 
acquifilions,  which  might  expofe  his  arms  or  his 
fleets  to  infults.  This  timid,  or  perhaps  only  pru- 
dent policy,  was  attended  with  more  important 
confequences  than  had  been  forefeen.  The  fpirit 
of  enthufiafm  was  at  an  end,  and  that  of  inadivi- 
ty  fucceeded  to  it.  A  new  race  of  men  was  form- 
ed in  the  Indies.  The  people  fank  into  fuperb 
effeminacy,  and  thofe  who  governed  them,  no 
longer  attended  to  any  thing  but  the  accumulation 
of  riches^  and  the  dignities  that  accompanied  them, 
which  had  formerly  been  referved  to  talents,  to 
zeal,  and  to  fervices,  were  now  purchafed.  At  this 
X  Z  Period 
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BOOK  period  a  (lop  was  put  to  navigation,  both  in  Amc- 
^III.     j.|^^  ^j^j  jp  Europe. 

A  FEW  vefTelsonly,  ill  built,  ill  armed,  ill  fitted 
out,  and  ill  commanded,  were  di (patched  from  the 
ports  of  the  mother-country.  Spain  could  not  be 
av/akened  from  it's  lethargy,  either  from  the  ter- 
rible blows  which  it  received  from  it's  enemies,  or 
with  the  ruinous  extortions  it  experienced  from 
it's  allies. 

At  length,  after  two  centuries  of  total  ina(flivi- 
ty,  the  docks  are  again  revived.  The  Spanifh  na- 
vy hath  acquired  real  ftrength.  It  confifts,  at  the 
time  of  our  writing,  of  fixty-eight  fhips  of  the  line, 
carrying  from  one  hundred  and  fourteen  to  fjxty 
guns,  and  five  of  thefe  are  upon  the  (locks ;  and  of 
eighty-eight  other  fhips,  carrying  from  fifty-(ix  to 
twelve  guns.  There  are  fifty  thoufand  feamen  up- 
on it's  lifts,  a  great  number  of  whom  fervc  in  the 
armaments  fitted  out  by  govcrnmenr.  Many  of 
them  are  alfo  employed  in  the  merchantmen  of 
Eifcay,  of  Majorca,  and  of  Catalonia.  Some  are 
wanted  for  about  a  hundred  fmall  vellels,  regular- 
ly dedined  for  the  American  iflands,  where  (o  few 
were  formerly  fent.  They  will  multiply  (lill  more, 
when  the  voyages  to  the  continent  of  the  other 
Hemifphcre  fhall  be  undertaken,  with  all  the  free- 
dom which  the  firft  regulations  feetn  to  announce. 
The  feas,  which  feparate  the  two  Worlds,  will  be 
covered  with  robuft,  adive,  and  intelligent  men, 
who  will  become  the  defenders  of  their  country's 
rights,  and  will  render  her  fleets  formidable. 

Spanish  monarchs,  ye  are  intruded  with  the 
happincfs  of  the  moft  brilliant  pans  of  the  two 
Hemifpheres.  Shew  yourfelves  worthy  of  fo  glo- 
rious a  deftiny.  In  fulfilling  this  auguft  and  (hcred 
duty,  ye  will  repair  the  injuries  done  by  your  pre- 
decelfors  and  by  their  fubjecls.  They  have  depo- 
pulated a  world  which  they  had  difcovered  ;  they 

have 
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have  put  millions  of  mankind  to  death.  Their  con  BOOK 
dudt  hath  been  flill  more  atrocious,  not  only  in ,  ^^^J- 
cnflaving  them,  but  alfo  in  reducing  thofe  whom 
their  fvvord  had  fpared  to  the  condition  of  brutes. 
Thofe  whom  they  have  flain,  have  fuffered  only 
for  an  inftant,  while  the  wretches  whom  they  have 
permitted  ;o  live,  muft  have  often  envied  the  fate 
of  their  murdered  brethren.  Pofterity  will  not 
forgive  you,  'till  haivefts  fhall  arife  in  thofe  fields 
which  you  have  manured  with  ib  much  innocent 
blood  ;  and  'till  thofe  immenfe  fpaces  which  ycu 
have  laid  walle  (hall  be  covered  with  happy  and 
free  inhabitants.  If  ye  would  know  the  period  in 
which  you  may  perhaps  be  abfoKed  of  all  your 
crimes,  it  will  be  when  you  fhall  revive,  in  idea, 
fome  one  of  the  ancient  monarchs  of  Mexico  and 
Peru,  and  placing  him  in  the  midft  of  his  poflefli- 
ons,  (hall  be  able  to  fay   to   him.  Behold  the 

PRESENT  STATE  OF  YOUR  COUNTRY,  AND  OF 
YOUR  SUBJF.CTS  ;  INTERROGATE  THEM,  AND 
FORM    YOUR    JUDGMENT    OF    US. 


BOOK 
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BOOK      IX. 


Settlement  of  the  Portuguefe  in  the  Brazils.  The 
wan  they  have  fujiained  there.  Produce  and 
riches  of  that  country. 

B  O  o  K   A    NATIONAL  fpirit  is  the  refult  of  a  great 
IX.      XI-  number  of  caufes,  fome  of  which  are  pej  ma- 
^TT^C^nent,  and  others  variable.     This  part  of  the  hif- 
the  Euro-  tory  of  a  people  is  perhaps  the  mod   intercfting, 
peanshaveand  the  leaft  difficult  to  inveftigate.     The  perma- 
acquarm'-  "^"^  caufcs  are  to  be  found  on  the  portion  of  the 
edwith     globe  which  they   inhabit;  the  variable  ones  are 
theartof  configned  in  their  annals,  and  manifefled  by  the 
coi'oni*?  effeds  which  they  have  produced.     While  thefe 
caufes  adl  in  oppofition  to  each  other,  the  nation 
is  in  a  ftate  of  infanity,  and  doth  not  begin  to  re- 
cover it's  proper  underftanding,  'till  the  time  when 
it's  fpeculative  principles  coincide  with  the  nature 
of  it's  fituation.     Then  it  is,  that  it  advances  ra- 
pidly towards  that  fplendour,  opulence  and  felici- 
ty, to  which  it  may  be  allowed  to  afpire   from  a 
free  ufe  of  it's  local  refources. 

But  this  national  fpirit,  which  ought  to  prefidc 
in  the  counfcls  of  the  people,  though  it  be  not 
always  to  be  found  there,  fcarce  ever  regulates 
the  anions  of  Individuals.  They  have  intcrefts 
of  their  own,  and  palFions  which  torment  and 
blind  them  ;  and  there  is  fcarce  any  one  who 
would  not  raife  his  profperity  upon  the  public 
ruin.  The  capitals  of  empires  are  the  center  of 
the  national  fpirir,  that  is  to  fay,  the  places  where 
it  dilplays  itfelf  with  the  greatelt  energy  in  words, 
and  where  it  is  ihc  mofl:  completely  negleded  in 

adlions. 
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aiflions.     I  except  only  fome  unfrequent  inftances,  book 
where  the  general  fafety  is  at  ftake.     In  propor-      ^^• 
tion  as  ihe   diftance  from   the  capital   increafes, 
this  mafic  detaches  itfelf  i  it  falls  off  on  the  fron- 
tiers-, and,  between  one  hemifphere  and  another, 
is  totally  loft. 

When  a  man  hath  crofTed  the  line,  he  is  nei- 
ther an  Englifhman,  a  Dutchman,  a  Frenchman, 
a  Spaniard,  or  a  Portuguele.  He  preferves  no- 
thing of  his  country,  except  the  principles  and 
prejudices  which  give  a  fandtion  to  his  conduct,  or 
furnifti  him  with  an  excufe  for  it.  Servile  when  he 
is  weak,  and  opprefiive  when  he  isftrong;  eager 
to  acquire  wealth,  and  to  enjoy  it  ^  and  capable 
of  all  the  enormities  which  can  contribute  moil 
fpeedily  to  the  completion  of  his  defigns ;  he  is  a 
domeftic  tiger  again  let  loofe  in  the  woods,  and 
who  is  again  feized  with  the  thirft  of  blood.  Such 
have  all  the  Europeans,  indifcriminately,  fhewn 
themlelves  in  the  regions  ofthe  New  World,  where 
they  have  been  aituated  with  one  common  rage, 
the  paflion  for  gold. 

Would  it  not  have  been  a  more  humane,  more 
ufeful,  and  lefs  expenfive  plan,  to  have  fent  into 
each  of  thofe  diftant  regions  fome  hundreds  of 
young  men  and  women  ?  The  men  would  have 
married  the  women,  and  the  women  the  men  of 
the  country.  Confanguinity,  the  tie  that  is  the 
moft  fpeedily  formed,  and  the  ftrongeft,  would 
foon  have  made  one  and  the  fame  family  of  the 
ftrangers  and  of  the  natives. 

In  this  intimate  connection,  the  favage  inhabit- 
ant would  foon  have  underftood,  that  the  arts  and 
fciences  conveyed  into  his  country  were  very  con- 
ducive to  the  improvement  of  his  deftiny.  He 
would  liave  entertained  the  higheft  opinion  of  the 
pcrfuafive  and  mild  inftrudors  brought  to  him  by 

the 
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BOOK  the  fea,  and  he  wor.-ld  have  given  hirnfelf  up  to 
1^-      them  without  rclerve. 

^  From    this  fortunate  confidence  peace  would 

have  arifen,  which  would  have  been  impracfti- 
cable,  if  the  new  comers  had  prefented  them- 
felves  with  the  imperious  and  authoritative  tone 
of  mafters  and  ufurpers.  Commerce  is  efta- 
blifhed  without  difficulty  among  men  who  have 
reciprocal  warns ;  and  they  foon  accuftom  ihem- 
felves  to  confider,  as  friends  and  as  brethren,  thofe 
whom  intereft  or  other  motives  have  brought  into 
their  country.  The  Indians  would  have  adopted 
the  European  form  of  worOiip,  becaufe  a  religion 
becomes  univerfal  among  all  the  inhabitants  of 
an  empire,  when  the  government  leaves  it  to  it- 
lelf,  and  when  the  folly  and  intolerant  fpirit  of 
the  priefts  doth  not  convert  it  into  a  principle  of 
difcord.  In  like  manner  civilization  follows  from 
the  propenfity  which  urges  every  man  to  im- 
prove his  lituation,  provided  iheie  be  no  defire 
to  compel  him  to  it  by  force,  and  that  thefe  ad- 
vantages be  not  prefented  to  him  by  fufpicious 
ftrangers. 

Such  would  be  the  effects  that  would  be  pro- 
duced in  a  rifing  colony,  by  the  allurement  of  the 
moft  imperious  of  the  fenfes.  Let  there  be  no  arms 
and  no  loldiers;  but  a  multitude  of  young  women 
for  the  men,  and  numbers  of  young  men  for 
the  women.  Let  us  examine  what  the  Portu- 
guefc  have  done  in  Brazil  by  purfuing  contrary 
melhoils. 
vvhrn,  Brazil  Is  an  immenfe  continent,  bounded  on 

*»"'  ^1  the  North,  by  the  river  of  the  Amazons  j  on  the 
pVr^n'was ''>'JUth,  by  the  river  Plata;  on  the  Eaft,  by  the 
difcuver-  fea ;  and  on  the  Wefl,  by  moralTes,  lakes,  torrents, 
***■  rivers,  and  mountains  i  which  feparate  it  from  the 

Spanilh  pollfifions. 

If 
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If  Columbus  had  continued  his  courfe  to  theBOOK 
South,  when  he  came  to  the  entrance  of  the^  ^^• 
Oroonoko  in  1499,  he  could  not  poflibly  have 
miffed  the  Brazils  j  but  he  chofe  to  fteer  to  the 
north  weft,  that  he  might  not  go  too  far  from  St. 
Domingo,  the  only  fet dement  belonging  to  the 
Spaniards  in  the  New  World. 

Peter  Alvarez  Cabral  had  the  honour  of 
difcovering  the  Brazils  the  following  year  by  a  for- 
tunate chance. 

How  doth  it  happen  that  this  is  the  cafe  in  al- 
moft  all  difcoveries  ;  and  that  chance  hath  always 
more  fhare  in  them  than  ingenuity  ?  It  is  becauf« 
chance  is  ever  employed,  while  the  human  un- 
derftanding  is  checked  by  indolence,  changes  it's 
objeds  through  inconftancy,  repofes  itfelf  through 
laflitude,  or  tedium,  and  is  thrown  into  a  ftate 
of  inadivity  by  a  number  of  moral,  natural,  do- 
meftic,  or  national  caufes.  Moft  difcoveries  are 
therefore  owen  to  chance,  or  to  that  infinite  num- 
ber of  men,  who  are  always  in  motion,  and  whofe 
attention  is  conftantly  engaged  on  all  the  objedls 
that  furround,  or  ftrike  them,  oftentimes  without 
any  defign  of  gaining  information,  or  of  making 
thofe  difcoveries,  but  merely  becaufe  they  make 
ufe  of  their  fenles. 

To  avoid  falling  in  with  the  calms  on  the  coafr 
of  Africa,  Cabral  kept  fo  far  out  at  fea,  that  he 
came  within  fight  of  an  unknown  land  lying  to 
weftward.  He  was  driven  thither  by  fcrels  of 
weather,  and  anchored  on  the  coaft  in  the  15th 
degree  of  fouth  latitude,  at  a  place  which  he 
called  Porto-Seguro.  He  took  podeffion  of  the 
country,  but  made  no  fettlement  in  it,  and  gave 
it  the  name  of  Santa  Cruz,  which  was  after- 
wards changed  for  that  of  Brazil,  bccaule  the 
Brazil  wood  was  the  molt  valuable  produdlion 
I  of 
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B  o  o  Kof  that  country  to  the  Europeans,  wlioufed  it  in 

IX        J   • 

dying. 

As  this  cotinrry  had  been  difcovered  in  going 
to  India,  and  as  it  was  doubtful  whether  it  was 
not  a  part  of  that  country,  the  fame  name  was 
given  to  it,  becaufe  the  Spaniards  had  imagined, 
that  it  might  be  referred  to  tliofc  countries  they  had 
previoufly  difcovered.  All  the  Eurc)peans,  how- 
ever, difiinguifhed  them  by  the  appellation  of 
Weft  Indies.  This  name  was  afterwards  extend- 
ed to  all  the  New  World,  and  the  Americans  were 
very  improperly  called  Indians, 

Thus  it  is  that  the  names  of  places  and  things, 
accidentally  given  by  ignorant  men,  have  always 
perplexed  philofophers,  who  have  been  dcfirous 
of  tracing  the  origin  of  thefe  names  from  nature, 
and  not  from  circumftances  merely  incidental, 
and  oftentimes  quite  foreign  to  the  natural  pro- 
perties of  the  thmgs  denoted  by  them.  No- 
thing can  be  more  ftrange,  for  inftance,  than  to 
fee  Europe  tranfplanied  into  America,  and  there 
regenerated,  as  it  were,  in  the  names  and  forms 
of  our  European  cities,  and  in  the  laws,  man- 
ners, and  religion  of  our  continent.  But  fooner 
or  later  the  climate  will  refume  it's  influence,  and 
reinftate  things  in  their  proper  order  and  with 
their  original  names,  though  with  ihofe  veftiges 
of  the  change  they  have  undergone,  which  a 
great  revolution  always  leaves  behind  it.  Is  it 
not  probable  that  in  three  or  four  thoufand  years 
hence,  the  hiftory  of  America  at  this  prefent 
period  will  be  as  confufed,  and  as  inexplicable  to 
it's  inhabitants,  as  the  hiftory  of  Europe,  previous 
to  the  rife  of  the  Roman  republic,  is  obfcure  to 
us  ,?  Thus  it  is  that  men,  the  knowledge  they  have 
acquired,  and  the  conjcdures  they  have  formed, 
cither  with  refpc<ft  to  events  that  are  paffed,  or  to 
future  tranfadions,  arc  all  fubje(ft  to  the  laws  and 

motions 
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motions  of  nature,  which  purfues  her  own  courfe,  BOOK 
without  paying  the  lead  regard  either  to  our  pro-  v__^' 
je<5ls  or  to  our  opinions. 

Nothing   can  afford  us  a   more   convincing  Accountof 
proof  of  this   great  truth,    than  the  imprudence  j'^^^/.^ 
and  uncertainty  of  all   the  defigns  and  adions  of  ants  con- 
men  even  in  their  mofl:  important  undertakings,  ^^y^d  by 
the  blindnefs  with  which  their  inquiries  are  pur- i,°o'f'^^ 
fued,  and  more  efpecially  the   improper  ufe  they  Brarils. 
make  of  their   difcoveries.     As  foon  as  the  court 
of  Lilbon  had  ordered  a  furvey  to  be  taken  of  the 
harbours,  bays,  rivers,  and  coafts  of  Brazil,  and 
was  convinced  that  the  country  afforded   neither 
gold  nor  fiiver,  they  held  it  in  fuch  contempt,  that 
they  fent  thither  none  but  condemned  criminals 
and  abandoned  women. 

,  Two  fhips  were  fent  every  year  from  Portugal, 
to  carry  the  refufe  of  the  kingdom  to  this  New 
World,  and  to  bring  home  parrots,  and  woods 
for  the  dyers  and  cabinet-makers.  Ginger  was 
afterwards  added,  but  was  foon  prohibited,  lealt 
it  fhould  interfere  with  the  faleof  the  fame  article 
from  India. 

Asia  was  tlien  the  objed  that  attraded  all 
men.  It  was  the  road  to  fortune,  to  power,  and 
to  fame.  The  great  exploits  of  the  Portuguefe  in 
India,  and  the  wealth  they  brought  from  thence, 
gave  their  nation  fuch  a  fuperiority  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  that  every  individual  wifhed  to  partake 
of  it.  The  enthufiafm  was  general.  No  perfon, 
indeed,  went  over  voluntarily  to  America  ;  but 
thofe  unfortunate  men,  whom  the  inquifuion  had 
doomed  todeftrutftion,  were  added  to  theconvids 
already  tranfported  thither. 

There  never  was  a  ftronger  and  more  invete- 
rate hatred  than  that  which  the  Portuguefe  have 
always  entertained  againft  the  Spaniards.  Not- 
-withllanding  this  national  antipathy,  which  is  of 

Co 
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BOOKfo  long  a  (landing  that  it's  origin  cannot  be 
'^-  traced,  and  lb  confirmed  that  it  can  never  be  ex- 
pected to  ceafc,  tliey  have  borrowed  moll:  of  their 
maxims  from  a  neighbour,  whofc  power  they 
dreaded  as  much  as  tliey  deteftcd  it's  manners. 
Whetiier  from  a  firailarity  of  chmate  and  temper, 
or  from  a  conformity  of  circum (lances,  they  have 
adopted  tlie  worft  of  it's  inflitutions.  They 
could  not  imitate  any  one  more  horrid  than  the 
inquifition. 

This  bloody  tribunal,  eredled  in  Spain  in 
1482,  by  a  combination  of  policy  and  fanaticifm, 
under  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  u'as 
no  fooner  adopted  by  John  III.  than  it  (truck 
terror  into  every  family.  To  edablifh  it's  au- 
thority, and  afterwards  to  fupport  it,  no  lefs 
than  four  or  five  hundred  vidlims  were  annually 
facrificcd,  a  tenth  part  of  which  was  burnt  alive, 
and  the  reft  banilTied  to  Africa  or  to  the  Brazils. 
The  fury  of  this  tribunal  was  particularly  exerted 
againft  thofe  who  were  fufpeded  of  fodomy  ;  a 
crime  of  later  date  in  the  kingdom,  and  almoft 
unavoidable  in  hot  climates,  where  celibacy  pre- 
vails, it  alio  profecuted  forccrers,  who,  in  thofe 
times  of  ignorance,  were  as  much  dreaded,  as  their 
number  was  multiplied  by  the  credulity,  bigotry, 
and  barbarifm  that  prevailed  all  over  Europe.  The 
Mohammedans,  though  greatly  decreafed  fmce 
they  had  loft  the  empire,  were  alfo  pcrfccuted  by 
the  inquifition  ;  but  more  efpecially  the  Jews,  be- 
caufe  they  were  the  richcft. 

It  is  well  known,  that  when  the  Jews,  who 
had  long  been  confined  to  a  very  fmall  fpot  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth,  were  difperfed  by  the  Ro- 
mans, many  of  them  took  refuge  in  Portugal. 
There  they  multiplied  after  the  Arabs  had  con- 
quered Spain,  were  fuffered  to  enjoy  all  the 
rights  of  citizens,  and  were  not   excluded   from 

public 
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public  offices,  till  that  country  had  recovered  it's  BOOK 
independence.  This  firft  adl  of  opprelTion  did^  IX. 
not  prevent  twenty  thoufand  Jewifh  families  from 
removing  thither,  when,  after  the  conqueft  of 
Granada,  the  catholic  kings  compelled  them  to 
quit  Spain,  or  to  change  their  religion.  Each 
family  paid  twenty  livres  *  for  the  liberty  of  fet- 
tling in  Portugal.  Superftition  foon  induced  John 
II.  to  aggravate  the  fufferings  of  that  perfecuted 
nation  :  he  demanded  of  them  20,000  crowns  -f-, 
and  afterwards  reduced  them  to  a  (late  of  flavery. 
In  1496,  Emanuel  banifhed  all  thofe  who  re fu fed 
to  embrace  the  Chriftian  religion  ;  thofe  who  com- 
plied were  reftored  to  their  freedom,  and  foon 
ingrofled  the  Afiatic  trade,  which  then  began  to 
be  laid  open  to  every  one.  The  eftablidiment  of 
the  inquifition  in  1548,  proved  a  check  to  their 
adlivity.  Their  miftruft  was  incrcafed  by  the  fre- 
quent confifcations  made  by  ihat  odious  tribunal, 
and  by  the  taxes  which  government  extorted  from 
them  at  different  times.  They  were  in  hopes  of 
purchafing  fome  tranquillity,  by  furnifhing  Scbaf- 
tian  with  250,000  livres  j;  for  his  African  expedi- 
tion ;  but,  unfortunately  for  them,  that  impru- 
dent monarch  came  to  an  untimely  end.  Philip 
II.  who  foon  after  extended  his  dominion  over 
Portugal,  enacted  that  fuch  of  his  fubjeds  as  were 
defccnded  from  a  Jew  or  a  Moor,  fhould  be  ex- 
cluded from  ail  ecclefiaflical  or  civil  employments. 
This  mark  of  infamy,  with  which  all  the  new  con- 
verts to  Chriftianity  were  branded,  gave  them 
fuch  a  difguft"  for  a  country,  where  even  the  great- 
eft:  opulence  could  not  exempt  tliem  from  beinp 
Itigmatized,  that  they  removed,  with  their  wealth, 
to  Bourdeaux,  Antwerp,  Hamburgh,  and  other 
towns,  with  which  they   had  regular  coiinccftions. 

*   16s.  8d.  +  2,50oI, 

t  10,4271-  13s.  4d. 

This 
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BOO  K  This  emigration  was  the  occafion  of  a  great  revo- 
^_^^^[;_^^  luiion  ;  it  diverted  the  commerce,  which  till  th^n 
had  cenrered  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  into  other 
countries,  and  deprived  thole  two  nations  of  the 
advantages  the  one  derived  Irom  the  Eaft  and  the 
other  from  the  Weft-Indies. 

Befork  thefe  laft  periods  the  Jews,  who  were 
unremittingly  perfecuted  by  the  inquifition,  were 
banifhed  in  numbers  to  the  Brazils.  Though 
deprived  of  their  fortunes  by  thefe  infatiable 
leeches,  they  fucceeded  \n  eflablifhing  fome  cul- 
tures. This  fortunate  beginning  convinced  the 
court  of  Lifbon  that  a  colony  might  be  fervice- 
able  to  the  mother-country  by  other  means  than 
by  metals.  They  began,  as  early  as  the  year  I525» 
to  caft  a  lefs  difdainlul  look  on  this  immenfe  pof- 
feflfion,  which  chance  had  beflovved  upon  them, 
and  which  had  till  then  been  confidered  as  the 
fink  into  which  all  the  filth  of  the  monarchy  was 
poured. 
Brawl  di-  The  nation  foon  adopted  the  opinion  of  the 
vided  be-  niiniftry,  and  the  noblemen  cfpecially  were  firft 
vpral  no-  animated  with  this  new  fpirit.  Government 
biemcn  by  granted,  fuccefTively,  to  thole  among  them  who 
j/j  ,^;'J^  afked  for  it,  a  (pace  of  forty  or  fifty  leagues  upon 
the  coad,  with  an  unlimited  extent  in  the  inte- 
rior parts  of  the  country.  They  were  authorized 
by  their  charier  to  treat  the  vanquilbed  people 
in  whatever  manner  they  chofe.  They  had  a 
riglu,  whicli  moft  of  them  exercifed,  to  difpofc 
of  the  tenitory  they  had  invaded,  in  favour  of 
any  Portuguefe  vvho  would  cultivate  it  ;  but 
tiiey  difpolcd  of  it  only  for  three  lives,  referving 
alfo  to  thcmfclves  (brnc  rent-charges.  The(e  greac 
proprietors  were  to  enjoy  all  the  rights  of  fove- 
reignty,  except  that  of  condemning  to  death, 
coining,  and  tlie  tithes;  prerogatives  which  the 
court  kept  in  ilieir  liands.  Thefe  ufeful,  and  ho- 
nourable 
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nourable  fiefs  could  only  be  forfeited  by  the  ne-B  o  O  K 
glec\ing  to  cultivate  and  defend  them,  by  the  defi-      ^^■ 
ciency  of  male  iHue,  or  by  the  commiflion  of  fomc       "^     ^ 
capital  crime. 

Those  who  had  foliclted  and  obtained  thefe 
provinces,  expecfled  to  acquire  the  polTellion  of 
them  without  much  expence,  and  without  ex- 
pofing  their  lieutenants  to  any  great  danger. 
Their  hopes  were  chiefly  founded  upon  the  in- 
dolence of  the  fmall  nations  they  were  to  con- 
quer. 

Man  is   undoubtedly  formed   for  fociety,    hisCharaaer 
I  wants  and  his  weakneffes  require   it.     But  focie-^^'^'^^S" 

1     .  r  1  ■  •\r  c  ■   •       toms  of 

ties  or  twenty  or  thirty  millions  or  men>  cities ^he  people 
confifting  of  four  or  five  hundred  thoufand  fouls,  whom  the 
,  arc  fo  many  monflrous  productions,  which  are  fo^^^j-g" 
far  from  being   formed  by  nature,  that  fhe,  on  wifhed  to 
the  contrary,    is  incelTantly  ftudying  to  deftroy  ^"^^^'^• 
i  them.      They  are   only    fiipported    by  conftant 
:  forefight,     and    by    moft    extraordinary    efforts. 
They  would  foon   be  difllpated,  if  a  confiderable 
I  portion  of  this  multitude  did    not  attend  10  their 
I  prefervation.      The  air  is  infected  by   them,  the 
waters  are  corrupted  ;    the    land   exhaufled  to  a 
great  extent ;    the  duration  of   life  is  fhortened 
among  them  ;  tlie  fweeis   of  plenty   are  but  little 
felt,  and  the  horrors  of  dearth  are  extreme.  Thty 
are  the  fpot  vvhich  gives  birth  to  epidemic  difeafes ; 
they  are   the    haunts  of  crimes,  of  vices,  and  of 
diflolute    manners.      Thefe    enormous  and  fatal 
heaps  of  men    are  likewife  one  of  the  fcourges  of 
fovereignty,    fince   cupidity    invites   around    the 
throne,  and  perpetually  increafes  the  herd  of  flaves, 
under  an  infinite  variety  of  fundions  and  denomi- 
nations.    Thefe    unnatural    aflembLiges  of  popu- 
lation, are  fubjed  to  ferment  and  to  corrupt  during 
peace;    and  if  war   fliould  increafe  the  ferment, 
the  Hiock  becomes  dreadful. 

Societies, 
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BOOK  Societies,  in  a  flate  of  nature,  are  little  nu- 
IX^  meroiis;  they  liibfift  of  themfelves.  They  fepa- 
rate  before  a  fuperabundance  of  population  be- 
comes troublefome.  Each  divifion  removes  to 
convenient diflances.  Such  was  the  primitive  flate 
of  the  New  Countries ;  fuch  is  that  of  the  New 
Continent. 

The  Brazilians  in  general  were  of  the  fize  of 
the  Europeans,  but  not  fo  flout.  They  were  fub- 
je6l  to  fewer  diflempers,  and  were  long-lived. 
They  wore  no  clothing;  the  women  wore  their 
hair  extremely  long,  the  men  cut  iheir's  fhort ; 
the  women  wore  bracelets  of  bones  of  a  beauti- 
ful white,  the  men  necklaces  of  the  fame ;  the 
women  painted  their  faces,  and  the  men  their 
bodies. 

Every  colony  of  this  vaft  continent  had  it*s 
own  idioms,  but  not  one  of  them  had  any  words 
to  convey  general  and  abrt:raCl  ideas.  This  po- 
verty of  language,  which  is  common  to  all  nations 
of  South  America,  is  a  convincing  proof  of  the 
little  progrefs  the  human  underflanding  had  made 
in  thefe  countries.  The  analogy  between  the 
words  in  the  ("everal  languages  of  this  continent 
(hews,  that  the  reciprocal  tranlmigraiions  of  thefc 
favages  had  been  frequent. 

The  food  of  the  Brazilians  was  very  fimplc. 
In  a  country  deprived  of  domeftic  animals,  they 
lived  upon  fhell-fini  by  the  fea  fide  ;  along  the  ri- 
vers, byfifhing;  and  in  the  forefls,  by  hunting. 
When  thefe  precarious  provifions  failed,  they  fed 
upon  the  cafTava  and  other  roots. 

These  men  were  very  fond  of  dancing.  Their 
ibnr^s  were  but  one  tedious  uniform  tone,  without 
any  modulations,  and  commonly  turned  upon  their 
loves  or  their  warlike  exploits. 

In  poli filed  flate.s,  dancing  and  fingingare  reck- 
oned among  the  arts.     In  the  midft  of  the  forefls 

they 
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they  are  almoft  the  natural  exprefllons  of  concord  BOOK 
and  friendfhip,  of  tendernefs  and  pleafure.  We^_^^ 
are  obliged  to  have  maftcrs  to  inftru(5t  us  to  difplay 
our  voices,  and  to  move  gracefully.  The  favage 
hath  no  other  initrudlor  but  his  pallion,  his  heart, 
and  nature.  He  really  feels  what  we  afFedt  to  feel. 
Accordingly,  the  favage  who  Cngs  and  dances  is 
always  happy. 

Their  amufements  arc  not  interrupted  by  the 
worfhip  of  a  Supreme  Being,  for  they  know  of 
none  ;  nor  is  their  tranquillity  diftiirbed  by  the 
dread  of  a  future  ftate,  of  which  they  have  no 
idea.  They  have,  however,  their  magicians, 
who,  by  ftrange  contortions,  To  far  work  upon 
the  credulity  of  the  people  as  to  throw  them  into 
violent  convulfions.  If  the  impoftures  of  thefc 
magicians  are  detedled,  they  are  immediately  put 
to  death,  which  ferves,  in  fome  degree,  to  check 
the  fpiritof  deceit. 

These  atheifts  are  equally  ftrangers  to  all 
notions  of  fubordination  and  fubmiflion,  which 
among  ourfelves  are  originally  derived  from  the 
'  idea  of  a  Supreme  Being.  They  cannot  conceive 
that  any  perfon  can  have  the  audacity  to  com- 
mand, much  lefs  that  any  one  can  be  fo  weak  as 
to  obey.  But  they  (hew  mod  deference  to  the 
man  who  has  killed  the  greateft  number  of  his 
enemies. 

The  Brazilians,  like  mod  other  favages,  (hewed 
no  particular  attachment  to  their  native  place. 
The  love  of  our  country,  which  is  a  ruling  palTion 
in  civilized  ftates ;  which  in  good  governments 
rifes  to  enthufiafm,  and  in  bad  ones  grows  habitu- 
which  for  feveral  centuries  together  perpetuates 
n  every  nation  it's  difpofition,  cuftoms,  and 
aftc :  this  love  of  our  country  is  but  a  fadiiious 
cntiment  arifing  from  fociety,  but  unknown  in 
he  ftate  of  nature.     The  moral  life  of  a  favage 
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B  O  O  Kis  the  very  reverfe  of  that  of  the  civilized  man. 
^^j^  The  latter  enjoys  the  gifts  of  nature  only  in  his 
infancy.  As  his  (Irength  increafes  and  his  un- 
derftanding  unfolds  itlelf,  he  lofes  fight  of  the 
prefenr,  and  is  wholly  intent  upon  the  future. 
Thus  the  age  of  paiTions  and  pleafures,  the  time 
deftined  by  nature  for  enjoyment  is  fpent  in 
fpeculation  and  difappointmenr.  The  heart  de- 
nies itfelf  what  it  wilhes  for,  laments  the  indul- 
gences it  has  allowed  itfelf,  and  is  equally  tor- 
mented by  it's  felf  denials  and  it's  gratifications. 
The  civilized  man  inceifantly  deploring  his  li- 
berty which  he  hath  always  facrificed,  looks  back 
with  regret  on  his  earliell  years,  when  a  fuccef- 
fion  of  new  objeds  conftanily  awakened  his  cu- 
riofity,  and  kept  his  hopes  alive.  He  recolleds 
with  pleafure  the  fpot  where  he  pafTed  his  infant 
days  ;  the  remembrance  of  his  innocent  delights 
endears  them  to  his  imagination,  and  forcibly  at- 
tradlshim  to  his  native  fpot;  whereas  the  lavage, 
who  enjoys  all  the  pleafures  and  advantages  pecu- 
liar to  every  period  of  his  life,  and  does  not  ab- 
flain  from  them  in  expedaiion  of  greater  indul- 
gence in  old  age,  finds  equally,  in  all  places,  ob- 
jedts  fuitcd  to  his  defircs,  and  feels  that  the  fource 
of  his  pleafures  is  in  himfelf,  and  that  his  country 
is  every  where. 

Though  the  tranquillity  of  the  Brazilians  was 
not  the  refult  of  any  laws,  dilfenfions  were  fcldom 
heard  of  in  their  little  focieties.  If  drunkennefs, 
or  fome  unfortunate  incident  occafioned  a  difpute, 
and  fome  life  was  lofl,  the  murderer  was  inllantly 
delivered  up  to  the  relations  of  the  deceafed,  who 
immediately  lacrificed  him  to  their  vengeance 
without  iicfitation;  then  both  the  families  met, 
and  their  rccunciliation  was  fealed  by  a  joyous  and 
noify  ft  aft. 

Every 
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Every   Brazilisn   took  as  many  wives  as  heBOOK 

chofe,  or  as  many  as  he  could  get,  and  put  iheni^ _^^ 

away  when  he  grew  tired  of  them.  When  they 
violated  their  marriage  vow,  they  were  punifhed, 
according  to  a  cuftom  almoft  c?enerally  adopted, 
with  death,  and  the  hnlband  did  not  become  an 
objed  of  ridicule  on  account  of  the  injury  his 
wife  had  done  him.  When  the  women  laid  in, 
they  kept  their  bed  but  a  day  or  two  ;  then  the 
mother,  hanging  the  child  to  her  neck  in  a  cotton 
fcarf,  returned  10  her  ufual  occupations  without 
any  kind  o'  inconvenience. 

In  general,  the  conllquences  of  child-birth 
among  the  favages,  are  not  fo  bad  as  they  are 
among  the  women  of  civilized  countries,  becaufe 
the  firft:  always  kickle  their  children,  and  be- 
caufe the  indolence  of  the  men  condemns  them 
to  a  laborious  life,  which  occafions  the  menfbrual 
flux  in  them  to  be  lefs  plentiful,  and  renders  the 
channels,  through  which  this  fuperfluous  blood  is 
to  flow,  fo  much  the  more  narrow.  A  long  reft 
after  child- birth,  far  from  being  neceflary,  would 
become  as  fatal  to  them,  as  it  would  be  among 
us  to  our  women  of  the  lower  clafs.  This  is  not 
the  only  circumftance  in  which  we  find  a  com- 
penfation  for  the  advantages  of  the  feveral  ranks 
of  life.  We  feel  the  want  of  exercife,  and  go 
into  the  countrv  in  fearch  of  health.  Our  wo- 
men  begin  to  deferve  the  name  of  mothers,  b}'' 
fuckling  their  own  children  ;  the  children  too 
are  juft  refcued  from  the  fliackles  of  fwaddling 
clothes.  What  can  thefe  innovations  be  attri- 
buted to,  but  to  the  confcioufnefs  that  man 
cannot  deviate  imprudently  from  the  laws  of  na- 
ture, without  injury  to  his  own  happinefs.  In 
all  future  ages  the  favages  vvill  advance  by  flow 
degrees  towards  the  civilized -ftate  ;  and  civiliz- 
ed  nations  will   return    towards   their    primitive 
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BOO  Kflate  i  from  whence  the  philofopher  will  conclude, 
^•^'  .that  there  exifts  in  the  interval  between  thefe 
twoftates,  a  certain  medium  in  which  the  felici- 
ty of  the  human  fpecies  is  placed.  But  who  is 
it  that  can  find  out  this  medium  ^  and  even  if  it 
were  found,  what  authority  would  be  capable  of 
diredling  the  fteps  of  man  to  it,  and  to  fix  him 
there? 

Travellers  were  received  with  diftinguifhed 
marks  of  civility  in  the  Brazils.  Wherever  they 
came,  they  were  furrounded  with  women,  who 
wafhed  their  ftet,  and  welcomed  them  with  the 
mod  obliging  expreflions.  Nothing  was  fpared  for 
their  entertainment ;  but  it  would  have  been  an 
unpardonable  affront,  had  they  left  the  family  where 
they  were  firft:  entertained,  in  hopes  of  better  ac- 
commodation in  another.  This  fpirit  of  hofpi- 
lality  is  one  of  the  mod  certain  indications  that 
man  was  intended  for  fociety. 

Hospitality,  the  offspring  of  natural  com- 
miferation,  was  univerfally  pradlifed  in  the 
carlieft  times.  It  was  almoft  the  only  thing  that 
attached  nations  to  each  other  ;  it  was  the  fourcc 
of  the  moft  ancient,  the  mod  lading,  and  the 
mod  rcfpe6\ed  frienddiip,  contraded  between 
families  who  were  feparated  by  immenfe  regions. 
A  man,  perlecuted  by  his  fellow-citizens,  or 
guilty  of  any  mifdemeanour,  retired  to  didant 
countries  in  qued  of  tranquillity,  or  impunity. 
He  prefented  himfelf  at  the  entrance  of  a  town, 
or  of  a  village,  and  faid,  "  I  am  fuch  a  one,  the 
**  fon  of  fuch  a  one,  or  the  grandfon  of  fuch  a 
•^  one,  and  I  come  for  fuch  reafons".  And 
then  he  related  his  dory,  or  his  invented  tale,  in 
the  manner  the  mod  marvellous,  the  mod  pa- 
thetic, and  the  bed  calculated  to  give  an  idea  of 
his  confcquencc.  He  was  eagerly  attended  to ; 
and  he  added,    "  Receive  me :  for,  if  you  oc 
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**  your  children,  or  your  children's  children,  B  O  O  K 
(hould  ever  be  driven  by  any  misfortunes  to  ^  ^^• 
my  country,  they  need  only  name  me,  and 
my  friends  will  receive  them."  He  was  im- 
mediately intreated  to  become  their  gueft,  and 
the  perfons  with  whom  he  preferred  to  live, 
thought  themfelves  honoured  by  this  diftindlion. 
He  took  up  his  abode  in  their  houfe,  and  was 
treated  by  them  like  one  of  the  family  ;  (bmetimcs 
he  became  the  hufband,  the  raviflier,  or  the  fe- 
ducer  of  his  hoft's  daughter. 

To  fuch  adventurers  as  thefe,  who  were,  per- 
haps, the  firfl:  travellers,  the  origin  of  the  demi- 
gods of  paganifm,  the  offspring  of  hofpitality 
and  licentioufnefs,  may  be  afcribed.  Moft  of 
them  owed  their  birth  to  paflengers,  to  whom  a 
bed  had  been  given,  and  who  were  never  fecn 
afterwards. 

Le  t  us  be  allowed  to  fay,  that  there  is  no  oc- 
cupation in  the  world  fo  immoral  as  that  of  a 
traveller.  The  traveller,  by  profeflion,  is  like  a 
man  who  is  in  poirefllon  of  an  immenfe  houfe, 
and  who,  inftead  of  fitting  down  with  his  wife, 
and  in  the  midft  of  his  children,  fhould  employ 
all  his  life  in  ranging  about  from  one  apartment 
to  another.  Tyranny,  guilt,  ambition,  curio- 
fity,  a  kind  of  reftlefs  fpirit,  the  defire  of  ac- 
quiring knowledge,  and  of  feeing  things,  tedium, 
and  the  difguft  arifing  from  exhaufted  felicity, 
have  driven,  and  will  at  all  times  drive,  men  from 
their  country. 

But,  in  ages  previous  to  civilization,  to  com- 
merce, and  to  the  invention  of  figns  to  reprcfent 
riches,  before  intereft  had  prepared  a  habitation 
for  the  traveller,  hofpitality  fupplied  it's  place. 
The  favourable  reception  of  a  ftranger  was  con- 
fidered  as  a  facred  debt,  which  was  often  repaid 

after 
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BOOK  after  the  lapfe  of  fcveial  ccrturies,  by  the  defcend- 
^^  ants  of  the  pcrfon  who  had  been  the  object  of  it; 
and  who,  upon  his  return  inio  his  own  country, 
look  a  delight  in  repealing  the  favours  he  had  re- 
ceived, the  remembrance  of  which  was  conftantly 
preferved  in  his  family. 

These  affcc"\ing  inftances  of  humanity  have 
decrcafed,  in  proportion  as  the  intercourfe  be- 
tween nations  hath  been  facilitated.  Induftrious, 
rapacious,  and  intereftcd  men,  have  formed,  in 
all  parts,  fetilemenrs,  where  the  traveller  alights, 
where  he  commands,  and  where  he  difpofes  of 
all  the  conveniences  of  life  as  if  he  were  at 
home.  The  rnafter,  or  the  landlord,  of  the  houfe, 
is  neither  his  benefador,  his  brother,  nor  his 
friend ;  he  is  only  his  upper  fervant.  The  gold 
that  he  fpends  at  his  houfe,  entitles  him  to  treat 
his  hoft  as  he  choofes  j  he  cares  not  for  your  rc- 
lpc(f\  but  for  your  money.  When  you  quit  his 
houfe,  he  thinks  no  more  of  you  ;  nor  do  you 
recoiled  him,  any  farther  than  as  you  have  been 
cither  difpleaftd  or  fatisficd  with  him.  Hofpi- 
taliiy,  that  frxred  virtue  which  is  extinguifhed 
amongft  all  natioijS,  where  civilization  and  focial 
inftitutions  have  made  any  progrels,  is  no  longer 
found  but  among  the  favages  ;  and  more  particu- 
larly in  the  Brazils  than  in  any  other  country. 

Far  from  (hewing  that  indifference  or  weaknefs 
which  makes  us  fliun  the  dead,  and  makes  us  un- 
willing to  fpeak  of  iheirj,  or  to  remain  in  the 
places  that  might  recall  their  image  to  our  minds; 
the  Brazilians  beheld  their  dead  wiih  tender  emo- 
tions, recounted  their  exploits  with  complacency, 
and  celebrated  their  \  irtues  with  tranfport  They 
were  buried  upright  in  a  round  grave  ;  and  if  the 
deceafed  was  the  head  of  a  family,  his  plumes, 
his   necklaces,  and  his  arms  were  interred  with 

him. 
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Mm,  When  a  clan  removed  to  another  place, boo  k 
which  often  happened,  merely  for  the  fake  of  ^^• 
changing,  every  family  fixed  feme  remarkable 
Hones  over  the  graves  of  their  moft  refpedablc 
relations,  and  they  never  approached  thofe  monu- 
ments of  grief,  without  breaking  out  into  dread- 
ful outcries,  not  unlike  the  fhouts  v/ith  which 
they  made  the  air  refound  when  they  were  going 
to  battle. 

Motives  of  intereftor  ambition  never  prompt- 
ed the  Brazilians  to  war.  The  defire  of  avenging 
their  relations  or  friends,  v/as  always  the  occafjon 
of  their  mofl  fanguinary  contefts.  Their  chiefs, 
or  rather  their  orators,  were  old  men,  who  de- 
termined the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  gave 
the  fignal  for  marching,  and  exerted  themfelves 
during  the  march,  in  repeated  expreflions  of  im- 
placable hatred.  Sometimes,  even  the  march 
of  the  army  was  fufpended  to  liften  to  thefe  paffi- 
onate  harangues,  that  lafted  for  many  hours.  This 
cuftom  makes  thofe  long  fpeeches  we  meet  with 
in  Homer,  and  in  the  Roman  hiflorians,  appear 
more  probable  ;  but  in  thofe  days,  the  noife  of 
the  artillery  did  not  drown  the  voices  of  the  ge- 
nerals. 

The  combatants  were  armed  with  a  club  of 
ebony  fix  feet  long,  one  foot  broad,  and  an  incli 
thick.  Their  bows  and  arrows  were  of  the  fame 
wood.  Their  inftruments  of  martial  mufic  were 
flutes  made  of  the  bones  of  their  enemies.  They 
were  as  weil  calculated  to  infpire  courage,  as  our 
drums,  which  fbifle  our  fenfe  of  danger,  and  as 
our  trumpet  ,  which  give  the  fignal,  and,  per- 
haps, the  fear  of  death.  Their  generals  were  the 
loldiers  who  had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  mofl  in 
former  wars. 

The  firft  attack  was  never  made  openly, 
b'.n   both    armies  endeavoured    to  take    the  ad-* 

vantage 
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K  vantage  of  a  furprifal.  Their  courage  feldom 
confided  in  maintaining  their  ground.  The  am- 
bition of  the  Brazilians  was  to  make  a  great 
many  prifoners,  which  were  flain  and  eaten  with 
folemnity.  During  the  feaft,  the  old  men  ex- 
horted the  young  to  become  intrepid  warriors, 
that  they  might  often  procure  themfclves  fuch 
an  honourable  repaft.  This  inclination  for  hu- 
man flefh  was  never  fo  prevalent  as  to  induce  the 
Brazilians  to  devour  fuch  of  their  enemies  as  had 
fallen  in  battle ;  they  only  ate  thofe  who  had  been 
taken  alive. 

The  treatment  of  prifoners  of  war  hath  varied 
according  to  the  degree  of  perfedion  human  rea* 
fon  hath  gradually  attained.  The  mod  civilized 
nations  ranlbm  them,  exchange  or  reftore  them 
at  the  conclufion  of  a  war.  Nations,  that  are  not 
yet  completely  civilized,  claim  them  as  their  pro- 
perty, and  make  them  flavcs.  The  common  fa- 
vages  madacre  them  without  putting  them  to 
torture.  The  mod  favage  people  of  all,  torture, 
kill,  and  cat  them.  This  is  their  execrable  law 
of  nations. 

This  anthropophagy  hath  long  been  confidered 
as  a  chimera  in  the  opinion  of  fome  fceptical  pcr- 
fons.  They  could  not  conceive,  that  any  na- 
tion could  have  been  reduced  to  the  cruel  necef- 
fity  of  feeding  upon  their  fellow-creatures,  to  fa- 
tisfy  their  own  wants;  and  dill  lefs  could  they 
fuppofe,  that  any  thing,  except  an  abfolute  pri- 
vation of  every  fupport  of  life,  could  have  induc- 
ed man  to  commit  fo  atrocious  a  deed.  Since 
the  doubts  of  the  mod  incredulous  have  been  re- 
moved by  a  great  number  of  fads,  by  tedimo- 
Xiies  of  higher  authority,  and  by  more  authentic 
accounts,  fome  philofophers  have  attempted  to 
judify    this    pradlice    of   feveral  favage  nations. 

They 
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They  have  flill  exclaimed  with  vehemence  againft  BOOK 
the  barbarity  of  the  fovereigns,  who,    to  fatisfy      IX. 
their  own  caprice,  fent  their  unfortunate  fubjedls  '      ^      ' 
to  the  Oaughter-houfe  of  war.    But  they  have  ima- 
gined that  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference,  whe- 
ther  their  carcafes  were  devoured  by  men,  or  by 
birds. 

Perhaps,  indeed,  this  cuftom  hath  not  in  it- 
felf  any  thing  criminal,  any  thing  that  is  repug- 
nant to  morality  :  but  how  pernicious  would  be 
the  confequences  arifing  from  it.?  When  man  is 
once  authorized  to  eat  the  flefh  of  man,  if  the  tafte 
oi  it  fhould  fuit  his  palate,  nothing  will  remain, 
but  to  make  the  ileam  of  blood  grateful  to  the 
noftrils  of  the  tyrant.  Let  us,  then,  form  an 
idea  of  thefe  two  phoenomena,  generally  prevail- 
ing on  the  face  of  the  globe,  and  let  us  fix  our  eyes 
upon  the  human  fpecies,  if  we  can  pollibly  bear 
the  fight. 

Lv  the  Brazils,  the  heads  of  the  enemies  flain 
in  adion,  or  facrificed  after  the  engagement, 
were  very  carefully  preferved,  and  flievvn  with 
prientation  to  all  ftrangers,  as  monuments  of 
valour  and  victory.  The  heroes  of  thofe  favage 
jiations  bore  their  exploits  imprinted  on  their 
limbs,  by  incifions  which  infured  them  refped. 
The  more  they  were  disfigured,  the  greater  was 
their  glory. 

Such  manners  had  not  difpofed  the  Brazilians  Afcendant 
to  fubmit  patiently  to  the  yoke  that  was  intended  ?^'^*^.""^* 

\        ■  r    ,  11  I  111      lionanes 

to  be  impofed  upon  them:  but  what  could  the  over  the 
favages   oppofe  to  the  arms  and  difcipline  of  Eu- "^-Jv^s  of 
rope  ?    A  confidcrable  number  of  them  had  fub  an^over 
mitted,    when,    in   1549,    the    court    of   Lifbon  the  Por- 
thought  proper  to  fend  over  a  governor,  to  regu-  [j^^g^^^'  ^^ 
late  an  eflablifhment  which  till  then  had  been  leftexiftence 
to  the  fury  and  the  caprices  of  a  fet   of  banditti,  o^'he 
Thomas  de  Soufa,  indeed,  by  building  San  Sal-"'*"^* 

vador. 
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BOO  Kvador,  gave  a  center  to  the  colony;  but  the  ho- 
'^-  nour  of  refloring  it  to  any  kind  of  tranquillity 
""  was  referved  to  the  Jefuits  who  attended  him. 
Thofe  intrepid  men,  who  have  always  been 
prompted  by  motives  of  religion  or  of  ambition 
to  undertake  great  anions,  difpcrfcd  themfelves 
among  the  Indians.  Such  of  thefe  mifl'ionaries  as 
were  murdered  from  hatred  to  the  Portuguefe 
name,  were  immediately  replaced  by  others,  who 
were  infpired  with  none  but  fentiments  of  peace 
and  charity.  This  magnanimity  confounded  the 
barbarians,  who  had  never  had  any  idea  of  for- 
givenefs.  By  degrees  they  began  to  place  fome 
confidence  in  men  who  feemed  to  feek  them  only 
with  a  viev,'  of  making  them  happy.  Their  at- 
tachment to  the  millionaries  grew  into  a  pallion- 
ate  fondnefs.  When  a  Jefuit  was  expected  in  one 
of  their  nations,  the  young  people  flocked  to 
meet  him,  concealing  themfelves  in  the  woods 
along  the  road.  As  he  drew  near,  they  fallied 
forth,  played  upon  their  pipes,  beat  their  drums, 
danced,  and  made  the  air  refound  with  joyful 
fongs;  and,  in  a  word,  omitted  nothing  that  could 
cxprefs  their  fatisfadion.  At  the  entrance  of  the 
village,  the  old  men  and  chief  inhabitants  were 
affembled,  who  exprefl'ed  as  much  joy,  but  with 
more  fedatenefs.  A  little  further  on,  flood 
women  and  young  girls,  in  a  refpedilful  pof- 
ture  fuitable  to  their  fex.  Then  they  all  joined, 
and  condu(5^ed  their  father  in  triumph  to  the  place 
where  they  were  adembled.  There  he  inflru6\ed 
them  in  the  fundamental  dod^rines  of  religion ; 
exhorted  them  to  a  regularity  of  manners,  to  a 
love  of  juflice,  to  brorherly  charity,  and  to  ca\  ab- 
horrence for  human  blood;  after  which  he  bap- 
tized them. 

As  thefe  mifllonarics  were  too  few  in  number  to 
tranfa<5t  all  the  bufmefs  themfelves,  they  frequently 

deputed 
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deputed  fome  of  the  rnoft  intelligent  Indians  in  g  q  q  k. 
their  (lead.  Thefe  men,  proud  oF  fo  glorious  an  IX- 
office,  diftributed  hatchets,  knives,  and  looking- 
glafles  among  the  favages  they  met  with,  and  re- 
prefented  the  Portuguefe  as  a  harmlefs,  humane, 
and  good  fort  of  people.  They  never  returned 
from  their  excurfions  without  bringing  with  them 
fome  of  the  Brazilians,  who  followed  them  from 
motives  of  curiofity.  When  thofe  favages  had 
once  feen  the  Jefuits,  it  v/as  with  difficulty  that 
they  ever  quitted  them.  When  they  returned 
home,  it  was  to  invite  their  families  and  friends 
to  come  and  fhare  their  happinefs,  and  to  difplay 
the  prefents  they  had  received. 

If  any  one  fhould  doubt  thefe  happy  effetfts  of 
kindnefs  and  humanity  over  favage  nations,  let 
him  only  compare  the  progrefs  the  Jefuits  have 
made,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  in  South  America, 
with  what  the  forces  and  navy  of  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal have  not  been  able  to  effect  in  the  fpace  of 
two  centuries.  While  multitudes  of  foldiers 
were  employed  in  changing  two  great  and  civi- 
lized empires  into  deferts  inhabited  by  roving  fa- 
vages, a  few  miffionaries  have  changed  little  wan- 
dering clans  into  feveral  great  and  civilized  na- 
tions. If  thefe  adive  and  courageous  men  had 
been  lefs  infedled  with  the  fpirit  of  the  church 
of  Rome;  if,  when  formed  into  a  fociety  in  the 
moft  intriguing  and  corrupt  court  in  Europe, 
they  had  not  infmuated  themfelves  into  other 
courts  to  influence  all  political  events;  if  they 
had  not  difgufhcd,  by  their  fpirit  of  intoleration, 
all  moderate  perfons,  and  all  the  tribunals  by 
their  paffion  for  del'potifm ;  if  an  outrageous  zeal 
for  religion  had  not  made  tlrem  the  fecret  ene- 
mies to  the  progrefs  of  knowledge,  and  the  perfe- 
cutors  of  philoibphy  ;  if  they  had  employed  as 
much  art  in  making  themfelves  beloved,  as  they 
1  did 
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B  O  O  K  did  in  making  themfelvcs  feared ;  if  they  had 
'^-  ^  been  as  jealous  of  increafing  the  fplendour  of  their 
fociety,  as  of  augmeniing  it's  ptiwcr ;  if  the  chiefs 
of  the  order  had  not  made  an  ill  ufe  of  the  very 
virtues  of  their  members;  the  Old  and  New 
World  would  dill  have  reaped  the  advantage  of 
the  occupations  of  a  fet  of  men,  who  might  have 
been  made  ufeful,  had  they  been  prevented  from 
being  neceffary ;  and  the  eighteenth  century 
would  not  have  had  caufe  to  be  alliamcd  of  the 
enormities  that  have  attended  the  fupprelfion  of 
the  fociety.  The  whole  univerfe  would  continue 
to  be  fertilized  by  their  labours,  and  by  their 
undertakings. 

The  Brazilians  had  too  much  caufe  of  hatred 
againft  the  Europeans,  not  to  miftruft  their  kind- 
nefs;  but  their  diffidence  was  in  fome  meafure  re- 
moved by  a  fingle  adt  of  jufticc. 

The  Portuguefe  had  formed  the  fettlemcnt  of 
St.  Vincent  on  the  fea-coaft,  in  the  24th  degree 
of  fouih  latitude.  There  they  traded  peaceably 
with  the  Cariges,  the  mildeft  and  mofl:  civilized 
nation  in  all  the  Brazils.  The  advantages  they 
reaped  from  this  connexion  could  not  reftrain 
them  from  feizing  upon  feveniy  men  to  make 
flaves  of  them.  The  perfon  who  had  committed 
the  offence  was  condemned  to  carry  the  prilbncrs 
back  to  the  place  from  whence  he  had  taken 
them,  and  to  make  the  proper  cxcufcs  for  fo  hei- 
nous an  infult.  Two  Jefuits,  who  were  appointed 
to  difpofe  the  Indians  to  accept  this  fatisfadtion, 
which  would  never  have  been  offered  but  at  their 
defire,  gave  notice  of  it  to  Farancaha,  the  mod 
refpedtable  man  of  his  nation.  He  came  out  to 
meet  them,  and  embracing  them  with  tears  of 
joy ;  *'  Fathers,"  faid  he,  *'  we  confent  to  for- 
♦'  get  all  that  is  pad,  and  to  enter  into  a  frefh 
♦*  alliance  with  the  Portuguefe  j  but  let  them 
2  "■  for 
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*'  for  the  future  be  more  moderate,  and  more  book 
"  obfervant  of  the  rights  of  nations.  Our  attach-  ^  IX. 
"  ment  entitles  us  at  lead  to  equitable  pro- 
*'  ceedings.  We  are  called  barbarians,  yet  we 
"  refpedt  juftice  and  our  friends."  The  mifliona- 
ries  having  engaged  that  for  the  future  their 
nation  fhould  more  rcligioufly  obferve  the  laws  of 
peace  and  unity,  Farancaha  proceeded  thus  :  **  If 
**  you  doubt  the  faith  of  the  Cariges,  I  will  give 
*'  you  a  proof  of  it,  1  have  a  nephew  for  whom 
*'  I  have  a  great  affedlion  ;  he  is  the  hope  of  my 
family,  and  the  comfort  of  his  mother ;  fhc 
would  die  with  grief  if  Ihe  were  to  lofe  her  fon. 
Yet  I  will  deliver  him  to  you  as  a  hoftage. 
Take  him  along  with  you,  cultivate  his  young 
mind,  take  care  of  his  education,  and  inftrudt 
him  in  your  religion.  Let  his  manners  be  gentle 
and  pure.  I  hope,  when  you  return,  you  will 
inftrudt  me  alfo,  and  enlighten  my  mind." 
Many  of  the  Cariges  followed  his  example,  and 
fent  their  children  to  St.  Vincent's  for  education. 
The  Jefuits  were  too  artful  not  to  take  great  ad- 
vantage of  this  event  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
they  ever  had  any  intention  to  deceive  the  Indians 
by  inculcating  fubmifllon.  Avarice  had  not  yet 
poflTcfTed  the  minds  of  thefe  miffionaries^  and  the 
intereft  they  had  at  court,  fecured  fufficient  refpetft 
in  the  colony,  to  make  the  fituation  of  their  con- 
verts a  fortunate  one. 

This  time  of  tranquillity  was  improved  For 
fome  years  paft,  fugar  plants  had  been  tranfplant- 
ed  from  Madeira  to  Brazil,  where  the  climate  and 
the  foil  were  found  favourable  to  this  rich  produce. 
The  culture  of  it  was  at  firft  very  inconfiderable  ; 
but  no  fooner  was  the  ftrength  of  the  Negroes  fub- 
ftituted  to  the  languid  labours  of  the  Indians,  to- 
wards the  year  1570,  than  it  received  an  increafe. 
This  progrefs  was  growing  daily  more  confidera- 

ble. 
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Irruption 
of  the 
French 
into  the 
Brazils. 


BOO  Kbie,  becaule  this  produ<5lion,  which  had  been  hi- 
^^-      therto  only  of  u(e  in  medicine,  bccime  more  and 
more  an  article  of  luxury. 

This  profperity,  which  was  vifible  in  all  the 
markets  of  Europe,  excited  the  cupidity  of  the 
French.  They  attempted  to  form  three  or  four 
fet[lements  at  Brazil.  Their  levity  would  not 
fufter  them  to  wait  the  ufually  flow  progrefs  of 
new  undertakings  ^  and  merely  from  inconftancy 
and  impatience,  they  gave  up  profpetts  that  were 
fufficient  to  have  encouraged  any,  except  fuch 
volatile  minds,  that  are  as  eafily  difcouraged  as 
they  are  ready  to  undertake.  The  only  valuable 
monument  v.-e  have  of  their  fruitlefs  incurfions,  is 
a  dialogue,  which  more  particularly  fhews  the 
natural  good  fenfe  of  the  favagcs,  as  it  is  written 
with  that  fimplicity  of  ftyle  which  diftinguifhed 
the  French  language  two  hundred  years  ago ;  a 
fimplicity  in  which  there  were  graces  we  cannot 
ft  ill  but  regret. 

"  Thk  Brazilians,"  fays  Lery,  one  of  the  inter- 
locutors, "  being  very  much  aftonifhed  to  fee  the 
"  French  take  fuch  pains  to  get  their  wood,  one 
"  of  their  old  men  once  alked  me  this  queflion: 
"  What  can  be  the  reafon  that  you  Frenchmen: 
"  come  fo  far  to  get  wood  for  firing?  Js  there 
"  none  in  your  own  country  ?  To  which  1  an- 
**  fwcrcd.  Yes,  and  a  great  deal  too,  but  not 
**  fuch  as  their's,  which  we  did  not  burn  as  he 
•*  thought;  but  as  they  themfelves  ufed  it  to  dye 
'*  their  ftrings  and  their  feathers,  our  people  em- 
*'  ployed  it  alfo  in  dying.  He  replied,  Well,  but 
**  do  you  want  fo  great  a  quantity  .■*  Yes,  faid 
"  I  i  tor  in  our  country  there  are  fome  merchants 
*'  who  have  more  rugs  and  fcarlec  cloths  than 
*'  you  ever  faw  in  this  county  ;  one  of  thefe  will 
*'  buy  feveral  cargoes  of  this  wood.  Ha  ha ! 
"  fays  the  favage,  thou  tclleft  me  wonders.    Then 

"  paufing 
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*'  paufing  upon   what  I   had   beea  telling  him,  BOOK 

*'  he  faid ;  But   this  very  rich  man  thou  talkeft , |^- 

*'  of,  is  he  never  to  dief  Yes,  yes,  faid  I,  as 
**  well  as  others.  Upon  which,  as  they  are  great 
*'  talkers,  he  afked  me  again  ;  So  then,  when  he 
**  is  dead,  to  whom  does  all  the  wealth  he  leaves 
**  belong?  It  goes,  laid  I,  to  his  children,  or 
*'  if  he  hath  none,  to  his  brothers,  fifteis,  or  next 
*'  of  kin.  Truly,  fays  the  old  man,  now  I  fee 
*'  that  you  Frenchmen  are  great  fools ;  for  muft 
"  you  work  fo  hard,  and  crofs  the  fea  to  heap 
"  riches  for  them  that  come  after  you,  as  if  the 
*'  earth  that  hath  fed  you  was  not  fufficient  to 
**  feed  them  likewife.  We  have  children  and  re- 
"  lations  whom  we  love,  as  thou  feed ;  but  as  wc  * 
"  are  fure  that,  after  our  death,  the  earth  that  hath 
*'  provided  for  our  (ubfiftence,  will  equally  pro- 
*'  vide  for  their's,  we  are  fatisfied." 

This  mode  of  reafoning,  fo  natural  to  favages,  Conquefis 
whom  nature  hath  exempted  from  ambition,  but  £)utch 
fo  foreign  to  civilized  nations,  who  have  expc- the  Bra- 
ricnced  all   the  ill  effedts  of  luxury  and  avarice,  ^'^^* 
made  no  great  impiellion  on  the  French.     They 
could   not    withftand   the   temptation  of   riches, 
v^hich  all  the  maritime  nations  in  Europe  thirfted 
after  at  that  time.     The  Dutch,  who  v/ere  become 
republicans  by  chance,  and  merchants  from  ne- 
cellity,  were  more  perfevering  and  more  fuccefs- 
ful  than  the  French  in  their  attempts  on  the  Bra- 
zils,    The  nation  they  had  to  contend  with  was 
not  more  confiderable  than   their  own,   and,    in 
imitation  of  them,  was  preparing  to  fhake  off  the 
yoke  of  Spain,  though  they  ftill  fubmitted  to  that 
of  a  regal  government. 

All  hiftorical  accounts  are  full  of  the  ads  of 
tyrnnny  and  cruelty  that  excited  the  Low-countries 
to  rife  againft  Philip  II.  The  richcft  provinces 
were  retained,  or  brought  back  under  the  yoke  of 

a  tyran- 
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B  O  O  Ka  tyrannical  government,  while  the  pooreft,  that 
IX.  ^  were  in  a  manner  liink  under  water,  found  means, 
by  more  than  human  exertion?,  to  fecure  their  in- 
dependence. When  their  liberty  was  firmly  efta- 
bhlhcd,  they  attacked  their  enemy  upon  the  re- 
motcll  leas,  on  the  Indus,  on  the  Ganges,  and  as 
far  as  the  Moluccas,  which  made  a  part  of  the 
Spanifh  dominions,  fmce  Portugal  had  been  in- 
cluded in  them.  The  truce  of  1609  gave  time  to 
that  enterprifing  and  fortunate  republic  to  bring 
her  new  projects  to  maturity.  Thele  defigns  were 
manifefted  in  1621,  by  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
Weft  India  Company,  from  which  the  fame  fuc- 
cefs  was  expecfled  in  Africa  and  America,  that 
were  both  compriled  in  the  charter,  as  the  Eaft- 
India  company  had  experienced  in  Afia.  The 
operations  of  ihc  now  fociety  began  by  the  attack 
of  Brazil. 

Precautions  had  been  taken  to  procure  the 
neccflary  informations.  Some  Dutch  fliips  had 
ventured  thirher,  in  defiance  of  the  law  that  pro- 
hibited the  admittance  of  any  ftrangers.  As  they 
greatly  underfold,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  their 
country,  the  commodities  that  came  from  Spnin, 
they  met  with  a  favourable  reception.  At  their 
return,  the  contraband  traders  reported,  that  the 
country  was  in  a  kind  of  anarchy  •,  that  foreign 
dominion  had  ftifled  in  the  people  the  loveof  il>eir 
country  ;  that  felf-intereft  had  corrupted  their 
minds ;  that  the  foldiers  were  turned  merchants  ; 
that  they  had  forgotten  the  firft  principles  of  war» 
and  that  whoever  ihould  appear  there  with  a  com- 
petent force,  would  infaliibly  furmount  the  trifling 
obftacles  that  might  be  oppofed  to  the  conquell  of 
that  wealthy  region. 

Thr  company  committed  this  undertaking  to 
Jacob  Willekiiis,  in  1624.  He  went  diredtly  to 
the  capit.nl.     San  Salvador  furrendercd  ac  fighc  of 

the 
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the  Dutch  fleer,  and  the  reft  of  the  province,  al-  B  O  O  K 
though  it   was  the  rnoft  extenfive  and   moft  po- 
pulous  of  the  colony,    made    little  more  refift- 
ance. 

This  was  a  terrible  misfortune,  but  it  did  not 
give  any  pain  to  the  Spanilh  council.  Since  that 
crown  had  fubdued  Portugal,  they  did  not  find 
the  people  as  fubmilTive  as  they  wifhed  them  to 
be.  A  difafler  which  might  render  them  more 
dependent,  appeared  to  be  a  great  advantage  j 
and  their  miniflers  congratulated  themfelves,  up- 
on having  at  length  found  an  opportunity  of  ag- 
gravating the  yoke  of  their  defpotifm. 

Philip,  without  entertaining  more  equitable 
ideas,  or  more  elevated  fentiments,  thought  that 
the  majefty  of  the  throne  required  of  him  fome 
outward  appearance  of  decency.  Accordingly,  he 
wrote  to  the  Portuguefe  of  the  firft  rank,  exhort- 
ing them  to  make  fuch  generous  efforts  as  the 
prefent  exigencies  required.  This  they  were  al- 
ready inclined  to.  Stlf-intereft,  patriotifm,  the 
defire  of  throwing  a  damp  upon  the  joy  of  their 
tyrants ;  all  concurred  to  quicken  their  alacrity. 
The  monied  men  lavifhed  their  treafures ;  others 
raifed  troops;  all  were  eager  to  enter  into  the 
fervice.  In  three  months  time  twenty-fix  fhips 
were  fitted  out,  which  failed  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1626,  in  company  with  thofe  from 
Spain,  which  the  tardinefs  and  policy  of  that  na- 
tion had  made  them  wait  for  much  too  long. 

The  archbifhop  of  San  Salvador,  Michael  de 
Texeira,  had  prepared  matters  fo  as  to  facilitate 
their  fuccels.  That  martial  prelate,  at  the  head 
of  1500  men,  had  at  fir  ft  ftopped  the  progrefs  of 
the  enemy.  He  had  infulted,  haraifed,  beaten, 
driven,  inclofed  and  blocked  them  up  in  the  town. 
The  Dutch,  reduced  by  hunger,  fatigue,  and 
want,  compelled  the  governor  to  furrender  to  the 

Vol.  III.  Z  troops 
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BOOK  troops  which  the  fleet  had  landed  on  their  arrival, 
'^'      and  they  were  all  carried  to  Europe. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  company  by  fea,  made  them 
amends  for  this  lofs.  Whenever  their  fliips  came 
into  port  they  were  vidlorious,  and  loaded  with  the 
fpoils  of  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe.  They 
were  fo  profperous  as  to  give  umbrage  even  to  the 
powers  mofi  interfiled  in  tlie  welfare  of  Holland. 
The  ocean  was  covered  with  their  fleets.  Their 
admirals  endeavoured,  by  ufeful  exploits,  to  pre- 
ferve  their  confidence.  The  fubaltern  officers 
afpired  to  promotion,  by  feconding  the  valour 
and  fkill  of  their  commanders.  The  foldiers  and 
failors  fought  with  unparalleled  ardour,  and  no- 
thing could  difcourage  thofe  refolute  and  intrepid 
men.  The  fatigues  of  the  fca,  ficknefs,  and  re- 
peated engagements,  all  feemed  to  inure  them  to 
war,  and  to  increafe  their  emulation.  The  com- 
pany encouraged  this  ufeful  fpirit,  by  frequently 
diftributing  rewards.  Exclufive  of  their  pay,  the 
failors  were  allowed  to  carry  on  a  private  trade, 
which  was  a  great  encouragement,  and  procured 
a  conftant  fupply  of  men.  By  this  wife  regula- 
tion, their  intercft  was  fo  immediately  conneded 
with  that  of  their  employers,  that  they  wifhed  to 
be  always  in  adtion.  They  never  ftruck  to  the 
enemy,  nor  ever  failed  to  attack  their  fhips  with 
that  degree  of  fkill,  intrepidity,  and  perfeverance, 
which,  mufl  infure  vidlory.  In  the  courfe  of  thir- 
teen years,  the  company  fitted  out  eight  hundred 
fhips,  which  cofl  ninety  millions  *.  They  took 
five  hundred  and  forty  five  of  the  enemy's  fhips, 
which  with  the  goods  on  board,  fold  for 
180,000,000  livresf.  The  dividend  was  never 
below  twenty  per  cent,  and  often  rofe  to  fifty. 
This  profperity,  which  was  entirely  owen  to  the 

*  3,750,oooI-  +  7,500,000!. 

war. 
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war,  enabled  the  company  to  make  a  fecond  at-^  ^  O  K 
tack  upon  the  Biazils.  v«— ^^-1^^ 

Their  admiral,  Henry  Lonk,  arrived,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1630,  with  forty-lix  men  of 
war,  on  the  coaft  of  Fernambucca,  one  of  the 
largeft  provinces  in  thofe  parts,  and  the  beft  for- 
tified. He  reduced  it  after  feveral  obftinate  en- 
gagements, in  which  he  was  always  vidorious. 
The  troops  he  left  behind,  fubdued  the  neigh- 
bouring countries,  in  the  years  1633,  1634,  and 
1635.  i  his  was  the  molt  cultivated  part  of 
Brazil,  and  confequently  that  which  afforded  moft 
commodities. 

The  company  were  fo  elated  with  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  this  wealth,  which  flowed  to  Amfterdam 
inftead  of  Lifbon,  that  they  determined  upon  the 
conqueft  of  all  the  Brazils,  and  intruded  Maurice 
of  Naflau  with  the  condudt  of  that  enterprife. 
That  general  reached  the  place  of  his  dellination 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1637.  He  found 
the  foldiers  fo  well  difciplined,  the  commanders 
fuch  experienced  men,  and  fo  much  readinefs  in 
all  to  engage,  that  he  diredtly  took  the  field.  He 
was  fuccelhvely  oppoftd  by  Albuquerque,  Ban- 
jola,  Lewis  Rocca  de  Borgia,  and  the  Biazilian 
Cameron,  the  idol  of  his  people,  paflionately  fond 
of  the  Fortuguefe,  brave,  adive,  cunning,  and 
who  wanted  no  qualification  neceflary  for  a  gene- 
ral, but  to  have  learned  the  art  of  war  under 
able  commanders.  Thefe  feveral  chiefs  exerted 
their  utmoft  efforts  to  d.fend  the  poiTclfions  that 
were  under  their  protection  ;  but  their  endea- 
vours proved  ineffectual.  The  Dutch  completed 
the  conqueft  of  all  the  coafts  extending  from  San 
Salvador  to  the  Amazon. 

It  was    in    thefe    circumftances   that   an    elo- Com- 
quent  Jefuic  named  Anthony   Vieira,   pronounc- P'p""° 
ed,   in  one  of  the   churches  of  Bahia,  the  moft  ^u€f«" 
Z  2  vehs- 
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B  O  O  K  vehement  and  mod  extraordinary  dlfcourfe  that 
^_^_y_^__^  hath  perhaps  ever  been  heard  in  a  Chriftian  pulpir. 
preachrr  Thc  fingularity  of  this  fermon  will  probably  plead 
upon  the    my  excul'e  for  the  longextrad  I  am  going  to  give 

fuccefs  of       r  ■ 

«  heretic     ^^    ^^'  .        r  ,. 

nation.  ViEiRA    tooK    for    his    tcxt  that  part  of   thc 

pfalms,  where  the  prophet,  addrefling  himfelf  to 
God,  exclaims,  "  Awake,  O  Lord  ;  wherefore 
*'  haft  thou  flept  ?  Wherefore  haft  thou  turned 
"  thy  countenance  from  us  ?  Wherefore  haft  thou 
"  forgotten  our  mifcry  and  our  tribulation  ? 
*'  Awake  and  come  to  our  fuccour.  Think  on 
*'  the  glory  of  thy  name,  and  fave  us." 

"  It  is  in  thefe  words,  full  of  pious  firmncfs 
"  and  of  religious  boldnefs ;  it  is  thus,"  faith  the 
orator,  "  that  the  king  prophet,  protefting  ra- 
"  rher  than  praying,  addrefl'eth  himfelf  to  God. 
"  The  times  and  circumftances  are  the  fame ; 
*'  and  I  may  alfo  venture  to  fay,  Awake,  where- 
*'  fore  haft  thou  flept  ?" 

ViEiRA  repeated  his  text;  and,  after  having 
fliewn  the  conformity  between  the  misfortunes 
of  the  Ifraelites  and  the  Portuguefe,  he  adds, 
*'  It  is  not,  therefore,  to  the  people  that  my  dif- 
*'  courfe  this  day  Ihall  be  addrefled.  My  voice 
**  and  my  words  ftiall  be  employed  upon  a  higher 
'*  theme.  I  afpire,  at  this  inftant,  to  penetrate 
"  even  into  the  breaft  of  the  Divinity.  This  is 
**  the  laft  day  of  the  fortnight  which  is  dcftined, 
**  in  all  the  churches  of  the  mother-country,  to 
*'  prayer  before  the  facred  altars  :  and  fince  this 
day  is  the  laft,  it  is  proper  to  have  recourfe 
to  thc  fole  and  laft  remedy.  The  preachers 
of  the  gofpel  have  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
"  lead  you  to  repentance.  Since  ye  have  been 
"  deaf;  fince  they  have  not  converted  you,  it 
*'  is  thou,  O  Lord,  whom  I  will  convert ;  and  al- 

"  though 
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"  thoueh  we  are  the  finners,   it  is  thou  who  fhaltB  o  o  K. 
*'  repent.  , 

'*  When  the  children  of  Ifrael  had  committed 
"  the  crime  in  the  defert,  in  worfhipping  the 
*'  golden  calf,  thou  didft  reveal  their  fault  to 
"  Mofes,  and  thou  didft  add,  in  thy  wrath,  that 
*'  thou  wouldfl  annihilate  thofe  ungrateful  people. 
"  Mofes  faid  unto  thee.  Why  doth  thy  wrath  wax 
"  hot  againft  thy  people  ?  Before  thou  punifheft, 
*'  confider  what  is  proper  for  thee  to  do.  Shall 
*'  the  Egyptians  accufe  thee  of  having  taken  them 
"  out  of  ilavery  for  mifchief,  and  to  flay  them  in 
*'  the  mountains .?  Refle(^t  on  the  glory  of  thy 
"  name, 

"  Such  was  the  reafoning  made  ufe  of  by  Mo- 
*'  fes,  and  ftich  fhall  be  mine.  Thou  didft  repent 
"  thee  of  the  defign  which  thou  hadft  formed. 
*'  Thou  art  ftill  the  fame  ;  and  my  arguments  are 
*'  ftronger  than  ihofe  of  the  Jewiih  legiflator. 
"  They  will  have  the  fame  effed  upon  thee  ;  and 
''  if  thou  haft  taken  the  refolution  to  deftroy  us, 
"  thou  wilt  repent  of  it.  Thou  canft  not  be 
"  ignorant  that  the  heretic,  inflated  with  the 
"  fuccefs  which  thou  haft  given  him,  hath  al- 
*'  ready  faid,  that  it  is  to  the  falfity  of  our  wor- 
"  fhip  he  owes  thy  protedion  and  his  vidories. 
"  And  what  doft  thou  think  the  Gentiles  that 
"  furround  us,  the  Talapouin,  who  is  yet  un- 
'*  acquainted  with  thee,  the  inconftani  Indian, 
"  and  the  ignorant  and  ftupid  Egyptian,  but  juft 
*'  wallied  with  the  waters  of  baptifm,  will  think 
*'  of  this?  Are  the  people  capable  of  ftarch- 
"  ing  into,  and  of  adoring  the  depth  of  thy 
"  judgments  ?  Arife,  therefore,  and  if  thou  haft 
"  any  care  of  thy  glory,  fuflfer  not  that  arguments 
"  againft  our  faith  ihould  be  drawn  from  our  de- 
"  feats.  Awake,  and  let  the  ftorms  which  have 
^*  difperfed  our  fleets  difperfe  thofe  of  our  com- 

"  moa 
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BOOK"  rnon  enemy.    1  et  the  peftilence,  and  the  difeafes 

,^ I  "  which  have  wafled  our  armies,  brir.g  rle^rudti- 

"  on  among  their's;  and  fmce  the  councils  of  men 
"  are  fruftrated  at  thy  pleafure,  let  darknefs  and 
**  confufion  prevail  in  their's. 

"  J.SHU  A  was  more  holy  and  more  patient 
**  than  we  are  ;  yet  his  lar.gu.ige  was  not  dif- 
*'  ferent  from  mine,  and  the  circumftance  was 
much  lefs  important.  He  crofl'ed  the  Jordan, 
he  attacked  the  city  of  Ai,  and  his  troops  were 
difperfed.  His  Ids  was  moderate,  and  yet  be- 
hold him  rending  his  clothes,  falling  upon  the 
earth,  e;iving  way  to  the  mofl  bitter  complaints, 
*'  and  exclaiming :  Wherefore  baji  thou  brought  us 
''  over  ]  or  dan  to  deliver  us  into  the  hands  of  the 
*'  Ammomtcs  ?  And  1,  when  the  intercft  of  an  im- 
"  menfe  people,  and  in  a  vafl  extent  of  country, 
"  are  concerned,  fliall  I  not  exclaim.  Haft  thou 
"  given  us  thefe  regions  merely  to  dcpiive  us  of 
them  again  ?  If  thou  didft  defign  them  for 
the  Dutch,  why  didft  thou  not  invite  them 
while  they  were  yet  ur.cultivatcd  ?  Has  the  he- 
relic  rendered  thee  fuch  great  ferviccs,  and  are 
"  we  fo  vile  in  thine  eyes,  that  thou  fhouldft 
"  have  drawn  us  from  our  country,  merely  to 
"  clear  their  lards  for  them,  to  build  their  ci- 
*'  tics,  and  to  enrich  them  with  our  labours?  Is 
"  this  the  indemnity  which  thou  haft  fixed  upon 
"  in  thine  heart,  for  fo  many  men  flaug'itered 
"  upon  the  earth,  or  Ifft  in  the  waters  ?  Yet 
"  if  it  be  thy  will,  it  muft  be  fo.  But  I  pcr- 
"  ceive  that  ihofewhom  thou  reject  ft,  and  whom 
"  thou  duft  opprefs  to-day,  tliou  wilt  fcarch  for  in 
"  vain  to  morrow. 

**  Job,  when  crufhed  with  misfortunes,  expof- 
**  tulated  with  thee.  Thou  doft  not  expcd  that 
"  we  fhould  be  more  infenfible  than  he  was.  He 
*'  fa  id  to  thee,  Sin:e  thou  biiji  rejolved  upon  my  de- 

"  Jiru^lion, 
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firvMion^  complete  thy  work ;  kill  me,  and  annihi  BOOK 
late  me  :  but  thou  flo alt  Jeek  me  in  the  morning  and ,_  J 
I Jhall  not  he.     Thou  Jh  alt  find  Sabeans,  Chaldeans, 
and  blafphemers  of  thy  name  ;  but  Job,  thy  faithful 
fervant,  who  worfjippeth  thee,    will  no  more  be 
found. 

"  I  WILL  fay  to  thee,  O  Lord,  with  Job,  burn, 
deftroy,  and  confume  us  all :  but  one  day,  but 
in  the  morning,  thou  (halt  feek  for  Portuguefe, 
and  thou  fhalt  feek  in  vain.  Will  Holland 
furnifh  thee,  at  thy  call,  with  apoftolic  con- 
querors, who,  at  the  rifk  of  their  lives,  will 
convey  over  the  face  of  the  whole  globe  the 
ftandard  of  the  crofs  ?  Will  Holland  eflablifh 
a  feminary  of  apoftolic  preachers,  who  will  be 
ready,  for  the  intereft  of  thy  faith,  to  fpill  their 
blood  in  barbarous  regions  ?  Will  Holland 
raife  temples  that  are  agreeable  to  thee  ?  Will 
it  conftruct  altars  upon  which  thou  wilt  de- 
fcend  ?  Will  it  confecrate  true  minifters  to 
thee?  Will  it  offer  up  to  thee  the  great  facri- 
fice  ?  Will  it  worfhip  thee  in  a  manner  worthy 
of  thee  ?  Yes — the  worfhip  thou  wilt  receive 
from  her,  will  be  the  fame  as  that  which  fhe 
pradlifeth  daily  at  Amfterdam,  at  Middlebourg, 
at  Fleifing,  and  in  the  other  diftrids  of  thofe 
damp  and  cold  infernal  regions. 
"  I  KNOW  well,  O  Lord,  that  the  propagation 
of  thy  faith,  and  the  intertfls  of  thy  glory,  do 
not  depend  upon  us  -,  and  that  if  there  were  no 
men,  thy  pov/er  animating  the  ftones  might 
raife  up  children  to  Abraham.  But  I  alfo 
know,  that  fince  the  time  of  Adam,  thou  haft 
not  created  any  mortals  of  a  new  fpecies ;  that 
thou  doft  make  ufe  of  thofe  that  exift ;  and  that 
thou  doft  admit  in  thy  defigns  thofe  that  are 
lefs  good,  only  in  default  of  the  better.  Wit- 
nefs  the  parable  of  the  feaft,  Brin^  in  the  blind 

"  and 
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BOOK"  and  the  Ume.  Such  is  the  proceeding  of  Pro- 
IX,  t(  vidence  i  and  wilt  thou  reverfe  it  at  prefent  ? 
*'  We  have  been  invited,  and  we  have  not  refuf- 
'*  ed  to  conne  to  the  fea'l,  and  yet  thou  doft  prc- 
*'  fcr  to  us  the  bhtid  and  the  lame,  Lutherans  and 
"  Calviniils,  blind  in  the  faith,  and  lame  in  tlieir 
*'  works  ! 

"  If  we  be  fo  unfortunate,  as  that  the  Duich 
*'  fliould  make  themfelves  mailers  of  Brazil,  the 
*'  circumftance  that  I  will  rcprefent  to  thee,  with 
*'  all  humility,  but  with  great  earneftnefs,  is,  that 
**  thou  wouldft  confider  well  before  the  cxecu- 
"  tion  of  thy  decree.  Weigh  with  attention 
**  what  may  be  the  confequenceof  it ;  and  reflccft 
**  while  there  is  Hill  time  for  it.  If  thou  art  to 
"  repent,  it  is  better  that  thou  fliouldft  do  it 
"  at  prefent,  than  when  the  evil  Ihall  be  without 
**  remedy.  Thou  perceivefl  the  fcope  of  my  ar- 
*'  gument,and  the  reafons,  deduced  from  thine  own 
"  condudt,  for  the  remonftrance  I  make  to  thee. 
*'  Before  the  time  of  the  deluge,  thou  wert  alfo 
*'  much  incenfed  againft  mankind.  In  vain  did 
Noah  addrefs  his  prayers  to  thee  during  a  cen- 
tury. Thou  didfl  perfift  in  thine  anger,  and  the 
"  catara(f\s  of  the  heavens  were  at  length  burfl, 
"  and  the  waters  rofe  above  the  fummits  of  the 
**  mountains.  The  whole  earth  was  overflown, 
"  and  thy  juftice  was  fatisfied.  But  three  days 
*'  after  this,  when  the  bodies  floated  upon  the 
**  waters,  when  thine  eyes  beheld  the  multitude 
*'  of  livid  carcafes,  when  the  furface  of  the  fca 
prefented  to  thee  the  mofl:  melancholy  and  tlic 
mofl:  hideous  fight  that  had  ever  afllidcd  the 
**  angelic  choir,  wliat  was  the  confequence  ? 
*'  affedled  with  the  fight,  as  if  thou  hadfl:  not 
"  forefeen  it,  thy  bowels  were  moved  with  an- 
**  guifh.  Thou  didfl:  repent  of  having  made  the 
world.  Thou  didfl:  regret  the  paft,  and  didfl: 
1  "  take 
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**  take  refolutions  for  the  future.     Since  fuch  isBOOK 

"  thy  difpofition,  why  doft  thou  not  (pare    chy- 

"  felf,  in  fparing  us  ?    Why  doft  thou  perfift  in 

**  thy  prefent  wrath,  if  it  be  afterwards  to  ex- 

*'  cite  thy  murmurs ;  and  if  thy  mercy  is  to  be 

"  afFcdcd  by  the  decrees  of  thyjuftice?  Reflecft 

*'  upon  it  before  thou   doft  begin,  and  confider 

**  the  confequences  of  the  new  deluge  thou  haft 

"  defigned  to  produce.     Let   me  be  allowed  to 

*'  reprefent  them  to  thee. 

*'  Let  us  fuppofe  Bahia  and  the  reft  of  Brazil 
"  are  become  the  prey  of  the  Dutch.  Behold 
"  them  entering  into  the  city  uiih  the  fury  of 
**  conquerors,  and  with  the  rage  of  heretics. 
"  Behold  that  neither  age  nor  fex  are  fpared. 
"  Behold  the  blood  ftreaming  on  all  fides.  Be- 
"  hold  the  guilty,  the  innocent,  the  women  and 
*'  the  children,  all  put  to  the  fword,  and  maf- 
'*  facred  one  upon  another.  Behold  the  tears  of 
"  the  virgins,  who  weep  for  the  irjury  they 
"  have  fuffered.  Behold  the  old  men  dragged 
"  by  their  hair.  Liften  to  the  mixed  cries  of  the 
"  monks  and  of  the  priefts,  v/ho  embrace  thine 
"  altars,  and  who  lift  up  their  hands  unto  thee. 
*'  Even  thou,  thyfelf,  O  Lord !  wilt  not  efcapc 
"  their  violence.  Yes  —  thou  wilt  partake  of 
"  it.  The  heretics  will  force  the  gates  of 
*'  thy  temples.  The  hoft,  which  is  thine  own 
'*  proper  body,  will  be  trampled  under  foot. 
"  The  vafes  tnat  have  been  filled  with  thy  blood, 
*'  will  ferre  for  rioting  and  drunkennefs.  Thine 
"  altars  will  be  thrown  down.  Thy  images  will 
''  be  torn  to  pieces.  Sacrilegious  hands  will  be 
"  laid  upon  thy  mother, 

"  That  thefe  infulrs  fhould  be  offered  to  thee, 
^'  and  that  thou  Ihouldft  fuffer  them,  is  not  a 
"  matter  of  aftonifhment  to  me,  fince  thou  haft 
*'  formerly  fuffered  others  ftill  more  cruel  :  but 

"  thy 
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book"  thy  mother !  O !  where  is  filial  piety  ?  Didft: 
^^-  "  thou  not  deprive  Hofea  of  life,  for  having 
*"  touched  the  ark?  Didft  thou  not  wither  the 
"  arm  that  Jeroboam  had  raifed  againft:  a  pro- 
"  phet ;  and  yet  the  heretics  have  thoufands  of 
*'  arms  for  more  atrocious  deeds  ?  Thou  didft 
*'  dethrone,  and  didft  caule  Balftiazzar  to  die, 
"  for  having  drunk  out  of  facred  velfcls,  although 
*'  thy  blood  had  not  been  confecrated  in  them  ; 
"  and  yet  thou  doft  fpare  the  heretic,  and  there 
*'  are  not  two  fingers  and  a  thumb  to  trace  upon 
*'  the  wall  the  fentence  of  their  death. 

"  In  a  word,  O  Lord,  when  thy  temples  are 
"  fpoiled,  thine  altars  demoliftied,  thy  religion 
"  exiind  in  Brazil,  and  thy  worftiip  annihilated, 
'*  when  the  grafs  fhall  grow  upon  the  avenues  to 
*'  thy  churches,  Chriftmas  Day  fhall  come  round 
*'  and  no  one  fhall  recoiled  the  day  of  thy  birth. 
*'  Lent,  and  the  holy  week  fhall  come  round, 
*'  and  yet  the  myfteries  of  thy  palTion  iTiall  not 
"  be  celebrated.  The  ftones  of  our  ft  reels  fhall 
"  cry  out,  as  the  ftones  did  in  the  folitary  ftreets 
"  of  Jerufafem.  There  will  be  no  more  priefts, 
*'  no  more  facrifices,  no  more  facraments.  He- 
'*  refy  will  arife  in  the  pulpit  of  truth  ;  and  the 
*'  children  of  the  Portuguefe  will  be  tainted  with 
"  falfe  dodtrines.  The  children  of  my  audiences 
"  will  be  alkcd,  little  boys  what  is  your  religion  ? 
*'  and  they  will  anfwer,  we  are  Calvinijls.  And 
*^  you,  little  girls,  what  is  your* s?  and  they  will 
*'  anfwer,  we  are  Lutherans.  Then  thou  wilt  be 
"  moved  with  companion  and  repent  :  but  if  thy 
*'  repentance  be  to  be  awakened,  why  doft  thou 
"  not  prevent  it  ? 

"  But  tell  me,  what  glory  canft  thou  find  in 
"  defiroying  a  nation,  and  in  caufing  it  to  be 
*'  fnpplanted  by  another  ?  This  is  a  power  thou 
"  didft  formerly  intruft   to  a   mean    inhabitant 

"  of 
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*'  of  Anatho.        I:i     punifhing     us,     thou    dofl^  o  o  K 

"  triumph  over  the  weak  -,  in  pardoning  us,  thou 

"  doft  triumph    over   thyfelf.      Be   merciful  for 

"  thine  own   glory,  and    for  the  honour  of  thy 

*'  name.     Let    not  thy   wrath  be   prolonged  for 

*'  ever,   nor  even  for  one  day.      Thou  wilt  not 

"  fufFer  that  the  fun  fhould  fit  upon  our  anger ; 

*'  and  yet  how  often  hath  it  not  rifen,  how  often 

*'  hath  it  not  fet  upon  thine  ?  Doft  thou  require 

"  from   us  a  moderation  thou  doft  not  pofTefs? 

"  Doft  thou  give  us  the  precept  without  the  ex^ 

"  ample  ? 

"  Forgive  us,  O  Lord  I  and  put  an  end  to  our 
"  misfortunes.  Ho!y  Virgin,  intercede  for  us ; 
*'  intreat  thy  Ton  •,  lay  thy  commands  upon  him. 
**  If  he  be  angred  with  our  offences,  tell  him 
"  that  he  muft  forgive  them,  as  it  is  enjoined  us 
*'  by  his  law  to  forgive  thofe  who  have  offended 
"  us." 

We  know  not  whether  the  Lord  liftened  to 
this  apoftrophe  of  the  orator  Vieira  ;  but  a  little 
while  after  the  conquefr,  the  Dutch  were  inter- 
rupted by  a  revolution  which  all  nations  wifhed 
for,  and  which  none  had  forefeen. 

This  Portuguefe  had  never  enjoyed  happy  times 
fince  they  had  fubmitted  to  the  SpaniOi  yoke  in 
1 58 1.  Philip  II.  an  avaricious,  cruel,  defpotic, 
defigning  and  falfe  prince,  had  endeavoured  to 
vilify  them;  but  concealed  his  intentions  under 
honourable  pretences.  His  fon,  who  loo  clofely 
followed  his  maxims,  and  thought  it  better  to 
reign  over  a  ruined  nation  than  to  be  indebted  to 
the  good-will  of  the  people  for  their  fubmiliion, 
had  fuffered  them  to  be  deprived  of  a  multitude 
of  conquefts,  which  had  proved  a  fource  of 
riches,  power,  and  glory  to  them,  and  which 
they  had  acquired  by  much  effiifion  of  blood. 
The  fuccefTor  of  that  weak  prince,  who  had  ftill 

lefs 
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BOOK  Icfs  underftanding  than  his  father,  openly  and 
,^^J^;^^  contemptuoufly  attacked  their  adminiftration, 
their  privileges,  their  manners,  and  all  that 
they  were  mod  attached  to.  At  the  infliga- 
tion  of  Olivarez,  h^  wanted  to  provoke  them  to 
revolt,  that  he  might  acquire  the  right  of  plun- 
dering them. 

These  repeated  outrages  united  all  the  Portu- 
guefe,  whom  Spain  had  been  labouring  to  divide. 
A  confpiracy,  that  had  been  forming  for  three 
yearF,  with  incredible  fecrecy,  broke  out  on  the 
third  of  December  1640.  Philip  IV.  was  igno- 
minioufly  banidied,  and  the  Duke  of  Braganza 
was  placed  on  the  throne  of  his  anceftors.  The 
example  of  the  capital  was  followed  by  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  by  all  that  remained  of  the  fcttle- 
ments  formed  in  happier  times  in  Afi.i,  Africa, 
and  America.  No  blood  was  fhed  on  this  great 
revolution,  except  that  of  Michael  Vafconccllos, 
the  bafe  and  vile  inftrument  of  tyranny. 

The  new  king  united  his  intcrefls  and  his  re- 
fcntments  with  thofc  of  the  Englifh,  the  French, 
and  all  the  enemies  of  Spain.  On  the  23d  of 
June  1641,  he  in  particular  concluded  an  often- 
five  and  defenfive  alliance  with  the  united  Pro- 
vinces for  Europe,  and  a  ten  years  truce  for  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.  Naffau  was  immediately 
recalled  with  mod  of  the  troops,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Dutch  poiTeirions  in  Brazil  was  given 
to  Hamel,  a  merchant  of  Amfterdam  -,  to  Balfis, 
a  goldfmiih  of  Haarlem ;  and  to  Bullellraat, 
a  carpenter  of  Middlcburgh.  The  dccifion  of 
all  affairs  was  to  be  referred  to  this  council  ; 
and  thcfe  were  now  fuppofed  to  be  confined  to 
the  carrying  on  of  a  great  and  advantageous 
trade. 

A  CONSIDERABLE  obftaclc  fruRratcd  their 
hopes.      The  laiids  belonged  to  the  Portugueff:, 

who 
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who  had  remained  under  the  p;overnment  of  theB  O  o  K 
republic.  Some  of  them  had  never  acquired 
fufficient  means  to  form  rich  •  plantations  ;  and 
others  had  loft  their  fortunes  by  the  calamities 
which  are  infeparable  from  war.  As  foon  as 
this  inability  was  known  in  Europe,  the  monied 
men  in  the  United  Provinces,  haftened  to  fend 
the  funds  neceflary  for  the  carrying  on  of  all  the 
labours  which  it  was  poflible  to  undertake.  The 
face  of  affairs  was  foon  changed  in  thofe  regions, 
every  thing  feemed  animated  with  new  life ;  but 
edifices  too  magnificent  were  erected,  an  infinite 
number  of  flaves  perifhed  by  a  contagious  difor- 
der ;  and  exceflive  luxury  was  generally  prevailing. 
Thefe  faults  and  misfortunes  difabled  the  debtors 
from  fulfilling  their  engagements.  In  order  not 
to  lofe  all  their  credit,  they  were  imprudent 
enough  to  borrow  money  at  three  and  four  per 
cent,  per  month.  This  abfurd  conduft  foon  ren- 
dered them  infolvent ;  and  the  prifons  were 
filled  with  unfortunate  or  guilty  perfons.  The 
Company  v/ere  obliged  to  take  the  debts  upon 
themfelves,  in  order  to  preferve  this  beautiful 
fettlement  from  total  ruin ;  bat  they  required 
that  the  cultivators  fhould  give  up  the  entire  price 
of  their  produdions,  'till  all  the  debts  fhould  be 
liquidated. 

Before  this  arrangement,  the  agents  for  the 
monopoly  had  fuffercd  the  fortifications  to  fall 
into  ruin  ;  they  had  fold  the  arms,  and  the  ammu- 
nition :  they  had  permitted  every  foldier  who 
was  defirous  of  it,  to  return  to  the  mother-coun- 
try. This  conduct  had  annihilated  the  public 
flrength,  and  had  induced  the  Portuguefe  to 
hope  that  they  might  throw  off  a  foreign  yoke. 
The  ftipulatioii,  which  deprived  them  of  all  the 
comforts  of  life,  to  which  they  were  accuftomicd, 
determined  them  to  haften  the  revolution. 

The 
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BOOK  The  boldeft  of  them  uniteJ  In  1645,  to  take 
^^  ,  their  revenge:  their  defign  was,  to  maflacre  aU 
the  Dutch  who  had  any  fbare  in  the  government, 
at  an  entertainment  in  the  midfl  of  the  capital  of 
Fernambucca,  and  then  to  attack  the  people, 
who,  rurpe(fting  no  danger,  would  be  unprepared. 
The  plot  wasdifcovered,  but  the  conrpirators  liad 
time  to  get  out  of  the  town,  and  retire  to  a  place 
of  fafcty. 

Their  chief  was  a  Portuguefe  of  obfcure  birth, 
named  Juan  Fernandez  de  Viera.  From  a  com- 
mon fervant  he  had  rifen  to  be  an  agent,  and  af- 
terwards a  merchant.  His  abilities  had  enabled 
him  to  acquire  a  large  fortune;  his  probity  had 
gained  him  univerfal  confidence;  and  his  genero- 
lity  had  made  him  an  infinite  number  of  friends, 
who  were  inviolably  attached  to  his  intereft.  He 
was  not  difcouraged  by  thcdifappointment  he  had 
juft  met  with  ;  but  he  ventured,  without  the  con- 
fen  t  or  fupport  of  government,  to  commence  hof- 
tilities. 

His  name,  his  virtues,  and  his  projects,  aflem' 
bled  tlie  Brazilians,  the  Portuguefe  foldiers,  and 
even  the  colonifts  about  him.  He  infpired  them 
with  his  confidence,  his  activity,  and  his  courage. 
They  attended  him  in  battle,  crowded  about  his 
peifon,  and  were  determined  to  conquer  or  to 
die  with  him.  He  triumphed,  but  did  not 
allow  himfelf  to  llumber  over  his  vi(floric?,  or 
give  the  enemy  time  to  recover.  Some  checks 
he  met  with  in  the  courfc  of  his  fucceffes,  only 
ferved  to  difplay  the  firmncfs  of  his  foul,  the  ex- 
tent of  his  genius,  and  the  elevation  of  his  mind. 
He  afl'umed  a  threatening  afpedt  even  after  a 
misfortune,  and  appeared  ftili  more  formidable 
by  his  perfcverancc  than  by  his  intrepidity.  He 
fprcad  fuch  terror  among  his  enemies,  that  they 
dared  no  longer  keep  the  field.     At  this  period 

of 
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of  his  glory,  Viera  received  orders  not  to  pro-  BOOK 
ceed.  ^^• 

Since  the  truce,  the  Dutch  had  feized  upon 
fome  places  in  Africa  and  Afia,  which  they  ob- 
llinately  refufed  to  reflore.  The  court  of  Lifbon, 
intent  upon  matters  of  greater  importance,  had 
not  been  able  to  do  themfelves  juftice ;  but  their 
prefent  inabihty  had  not  lefTened  their  refentmenr. 
In  this  difpofition,  they  had  rejoiced  to  fee  the 
republic  attacked  in  Brazil ;  and  had  even  clan- 
deftinely  encouraged  thofe  who  had  begun  the 
hoftilities.  As  they  conftantly  difavowed  thefe 
proceedings,  and  declared,  both  in  Europe  and 
America,  that  they  would  one  day  punifh  the 
authors  of  the  difturbances,  the  Company  ima- 
gined they  would  foon  fubfide ;  but  their  avarice, 
whicli  had  been  too  long  amufed  v/ith  falfe  and 
frivolous  proteftations,  was  at  length  roufed. 
John  IV.  being  informed  that  confiderable  arma- 
ments were  preparing  in  Holland,  arid  fearing  to 
be  drawn  into  a  war  which  he  wifhed  to  avoid, 
exerted  himfelf  in  earneft  to  put  an  end  to  the 
hoftilities  in  the  Brazils. 

Viera,  who  had  no  refource  for  the  completion 
of  his  defigns,  but  in  his  fortune,  his  intereft, 
and  his  abilities,  did  not  even  deliberate  whether 
he  fhould  obey.  ''  if  the  ki  sg,"  faid  he,  "  were 
"  but  informed  of  our  zeal  and  our  fuccefs,  and 
"  acquainted  with  his  own  interefl;  far  from  dif- 
*'  arming  us,  he  would  encourage  us  to  purfue 
"  our  uiidertaking,  and  would  fupport  us  with  all 
"  his  power,"  Then,  left  the  ardor  of  his  com- 
panions fhould  abatt%  he  determined  to  haftei]  his 
operations  ^  and  they  continued  to  be  crowned 
with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  with  the  affiftance  of  Ba- 
reito,  Vidal,  and  fome  oiher  Portuguefe,  who 
were  able  and  willing  to  ferve  their  country,  he 
completed  the  ruin   of  the  Dutch.     The  few  of 

thefe 
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BOOK  thefc  republicans  who  efcaped  the  fword  and  fa- 
P^^     mine,  evacuated  Brazil,  in  confcquence  of  a  capi- 
tulation figned  the  28th  of  January  1654. 

What  changes  are  produced  in  the  opinions 
of  men  !  Thefc  events  fcem  no  more  to  us,  and 
are,  in  fadt,  no  more  than  the  confequences  of 
fome  political,  moral,  or  natural  caufes ;  and  the 
orator  Vieira  appears  no  more  to  us  than  an  ele- 
gant cnthufiaft.  But  let  us  carry  our  imagina- 
tions back  to  the  times  of  the  Hebrews,  when 
they  had  feminaries  of  infpired  men  ;  to  thofe  of 
the  Greeks,  when  people  reforted  to  Delphos 
from  all  parts  of  the  world ;  to  thofe  of  the  Ro- 
mans, who  never  dared  to  undertake  any  confi- 
deral)le  enterprifc,  without  having  previoufly 
confuhed  the  entrails  of  the  vidims,  and  the 
facred  fowls ;  and  to  the  times  of  our  anceftors, 
at  the  period  of  the  crufades  :  let  us  imagine  a 
prophet,  a  witch,  an  augur,  or  a  St.  Bernard,  in 
the  room  of  Vieira,  and  the  revolution  in  the 
Brazils  will  inflanily  appear  miraculous;  it  will 
appear  as  if  God,  moved  by  the  facred  boldnefs 
of  an  extraordinary  perlbn,  had  fent  an  avenger  to 
the  opprefled  nation. 

The  peace,  concluded  three  mionths  afier  be- 
tween England  and  the  United  Provinces,  feemed 
to  put  the  latter  in  a  condition  to  recover  a  valu- 
able poflcirion,  which  they  had  loft  by  an  ill- 
judged  parfimony,  and  by  an  unfortunate  con- 
currence of  circumftances;  but  both  the  republic 
and  the  company  fruftrated  the  general  expeda- 
tion  ;  and  the  treaty,  which  put  an  end  to  the 
divifions  between  the  two  powers  in  1661 ,  fe- 
cured  to  Portugal  the  fole  poflcllion  of  all  the 
Brazil?,  in  conlideration  of  eight  millions  of  li- 
vres  *,  which  that  crown  engaged  to  pay  to  the 
United  Provinces,  either  in  money  or  goods. 

♦  333,3331.  6j.  8d. 
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Thus  did  the  Dutch  part  with  a  conquefl:  thatB  o  O  K 
might  have  become  the  richeft  of  all  the  Euro-  ^^^ 
pean  colonies,  and  would  have  given  the  republic^  "^ 
a  degree  of  importance  it  could  never  acquire 
from  It's  own  territory.  But,  in  order  to  keep  it, 
the  government  ought  to  have  undertaken  the 
adminiftration  and  defence  of  it ;  and  to  make  it 
profper,  it  fhould  have  enjoyed  full  liberty.  With 
thefe  precautions,  Brazil  would  have  been  preferv- 
ed,  and  would  have  enriched  the  nation,  inftead 
of  ruining  the  company.  Unfortunately,  it  was 
not  yet  known  that  the  only  way  to  make  lands 
ufeful  in  America  was  to  clear  them,  and  that  this 
could  not  be  done  v/ith  fuccefs,  unlefs  a  free  trade 
were  opened  to  all  the  inhabitants  under  the  protec- 
tion of  government. 

No  fooner  were  the  Portuguefe  en:irely  freed,  Situation 
by  a  firm  treaty,  from  an  enemy  by  whom  they  ^q^^^_ 
had  been  fo  often  conquered,  and  fo  often  hum-guefein 
bled,  than  they  applied  themfelves  to  give  fome^'^^^''^- 
ftability  to  their  polTeflion,    and  to  increafe  it's  they  ^ad" 
riches.     Unfortunately,  fome  of  the   fteps  taken  expelled 
in  order  to  promote  and  infure  profperity,  bore ^^^  ^"'*^'^* 
the  marks  of  ignorance  and  prejudice;  but  (hey 
were  flill  much   fuperior  to  any  thing  that  had 
been  pradifed  before  this  memorable  acra. 

While  the  court  of  Lifbon  was  engaged  in 
regulating  the  interior  concerns  of  the  colony, 
fome  of  the  moft  active  fubjeds  of  Portugal  were 
dcvifing  the  means  of  extending  it.  They  ad- 
vanced to  the  fouth  towards  the  river  of  Plata, 
and  to  the  north  as  far  as  that  of  the  Amazons. 
The  Spaniards  Teemed  to  be  in  p(jfreirio:i  of  both 
thcfe  rivers.  The  Portuguefe  were  determined  'lO 
drive  them  away,  or  to  lliare  the  navigation  with 
ihem. 

The  river  of  the  Amazons,  fo  famous  for  thesettle- 
length  of  ic'scourfe;  that  great  vafiiil  of  the  fea,^«»tof 

.     VoL.iU.  A  a  ^^theFortu> 
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gQQj^to  which  it  brings  the  tribute   it  hath   received 

IX.       from  fo  many   of  it's   own   vaflals,    fcems  to   be 

^ — '^^ — 'produced  by  innumerable  torrents  that  rulh  down 

fh*r!ver  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^'^^  °^  ^^^  Andes,  and  unite  in  a 
of  the  fpacious  plain,  to  form  that  immenfe  river.  Yet 
Am«zons.  j|^g  common  opinion  is,  that  it  comes  from  the 
lake  Lauricocha,  as  from  a  refervoir  of  the  Cor- 
deleirias  fituated  in  the  diftridt  of  Guanuco,  thirty 
leagues  diftant  from  Lima,  about  the  iith  de- 
gree of  fouth  latitude.  In  it's  progrefs  of  a 
thoufand  or  eleven  hundred  leagues,  it  receives 
the  waters  of  a  prodigious  number  of  rivers,  fome 
of  which  come  from  far,  and  are  very  broad  and 
deep.  It  is  interfperfed  with  an  infinite  number 
of  illands,  that  are  too  often  overflowed  to  admit 
of  culture.  It  falls  into  the  ocean  under  the  line, 
and  is  there  fifty  leagues  broad. 

The  mouth  of  this  river  was  firft:  difcovered  in 
1500  by  Vincent  Pinfon,  one  of  the  companions 
of  Columbus,  and  it's  fource  is  thought  to  have 
been  found  out  by  Gonzalo  Pizarro  in  1538.     His 
lieutenant  Orellana  embarked  on  this  river,  and 
failed  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  it.     He  was 
obliged  10  fight  his   way   along,  and  to  engage 
with   many  nations,     who  obftrudled    his    navi- 
gation with  their  canoes,  and   poured  fhowcrs  of 
arrows  upon   him  from    the  fhore.     It  was  cer- 
tainly at  this  time  that  the  fight  of  favages  with- 
out   beards,    as   are  all    the    American     nation?, 
Itruck  the   lively   imaginations  of  the   Spaniards, 
and  fuggefled  the  idea  of  an  army  of  female  war- 
riors :    this  muft  have  induced  the   commanding 
officer  to  change   the   name  of  that  river,  which 
was  then  called  the  Maragnon,  and  to  call  it  the 
river  of  the  Amazons  ;    which  name  it  retains  to 
this  day. 

It  might  appear  a  matter  of  aflonifhment,  that 
the  difcovery  of  America  had   not  fuggefted  any 

miraculous 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  355 

miraculous  (lories  to  the  imagination  of  the  Spa-B  001^ 
niards,  of  a  people  who  indeed  never  pofTefled  ^^• 
the  delicacy  of  tafte,  the  fenfibility  nor  the  graces 
that  Were  allotted  to  the  Greeks ;  but  whom  na- 
ture had  indemnified  for  the  want  of  thefe  quail- 
lies,  by  giving  them  a  haughtinefs  of  charader, 
an  elevation  of  foul,  and  an  imagination  as  fertile, 
and  more  ardent,  than  fhe  had  beftowed  on  any 
other  nation. 

The  Greeks  never  travelled,  either  in  or  be- 
yond the  precindsof  their  narrow  territory,  with- 
out meeting  with   fomething  marvellous.     On  the 
fummit  of  the  Pindus  they  law  Apollo,  furround- 
cd  with  the  Nine  Mafes.     They  heard  the  caverns 
of  Lemnos  refound  with  the  hammers  of  the  Cy- 
clops.    They  faftencd  Prometheus  to  the  top  of 
Caucafus.    They  crufhed  the  giants  under  a  weight 
of  mountains.     If  ^tna  roared,  and  vomited  tor- 
rents of  flame,  this  was  afcribed  to   the  labours  of 
Typhoeus.     The  plains  and  forefts  of  the  Greeks 
were    peopled   with   fatyrs   and   fauns,    at   whofe 
dances,  there  was  not  one  of  their  poets  who  had 
not    aflifted  \     while  an   entirely  new  fyftem  of 
nature  did  not  excite  any  new  idea  in  the  minds 
of  the  Spaniards.  They  were  neither  affeded  with 
the   variety   of  the  plants   and  animals,  nor  with 
the  pi(flurefque    manners  of  a   race   of  men  till 
that  time  unknown.     What  then  could   engage 
their  attention?     Slaughter,  carnage,   and  plun- 
der.     The    fearch    for  gold,    which  kept   them 
bent  towards  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  reduced 
them   to    the   pofture,    and    to  the    flupidity   of 
brutes. 

As  early  as  the  times  of  Hercules  and  Thcfeus, 
the  Greeks  had  imagined  the  exiftencc  of  a  nation 
of  Amazons.  With  this  fable  they  embellifhed 
the  hillory  of  all  their  heroes,  not  excepting  that 
of  Alexander  ^  and  the  Spaniards,  infatuated  with 
A  a  2  this 
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pOOKihis  dream  of  antiquity,  transferred  it  to  the 
IX.  >\Jcw  World.  We  can  fcarce  find  a  more  pro- 
bable origin  of  the  opinion  they  eftablifhed  both 
in  Europe  and  America,  of  a  republic  of  female 
warriors  actually  cxifting,  who  did  not  live  in 
fociety  with  men,  and  only  admitted  them  once 
a  year,  for  the  purpofes  of  procreation.  To  give 
the  more  credit  to  this  romantic  ftory,  it  was  re- 
pcjrted,  not  without  rcafon  that  the  women  in 
America  were  all  fo  unhappy,  and  were  treated 
with  fuch  contempt  and  inhumanity,  that  many 
of  them  had  agreed  to  fhake  oft  the  yoke  of  their 
tyrants.  It  was  further faid,  that  being accuftom- 
cd  to  follow  the  men  into  the  forefts,  and  to  carry 
their  provifions  and  baggage  when  they  went  out 
to  fight  or  to  hunt,  they  mud:  necelTarily  have  been 
inured  to  hardlTiips,  and  rcndeied  capable  of  form- 
ing fo  b'>ld  a  refolution. 

But  it  is  abfurd  to  imagine  that  women,  who 
had  fo  fixed  an  averfion  for  men,  would  ever  con- 
fent  to  become  mothers  ;  nor  is  it  likely  that  the 
men  would  go  in  queft  of  their  wives,  when  they  . 
had  made  their  lives  infupportable  at  home,  and 
always  turned  them  away  as  foon  as  they  had  no 
more  occafion  for  them.  Much  lefs  can  it  be 
fuppofed  that  the  lofter  and  more  compafllonate 
fex  would  expofe  or  ftrangle  their  own  children 
becaufe  they  were  boys^  and  coolly  and  delibe- 
rately agree  to  commit  fuch  enormities  as  none 
would  be  guilty  of,  but  a  few  individuals  urged 
by  rage  and  delpair.  Neiiiier  could  an  ariflocrali- 
qal  or  democratical  republic,  which  it  req»urcs 
abilities  to  govern,  be  ruled  by  a  fenate  of  women; 
though  a  monarchical  or  defpotic  ftate,  in  which  it 
is  only  necclTary  (o  command,  hath  been,  and  may 
ilill  be,  fwayed  hy  a  female. 

Let   us  confider  the  vveaknefs  of  organization 
in  women  j    their  alniuft  conftant  valetudinarian 

ftate ; 
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ftate  ;  their  natural  pufillanimity  ;  the  feverity  oFb  O  O  k 
the  labours  required  in  a  fecial  (late,  in  times   of  ^    ^^^ 
peace  or  war ;  their  abhorrence  of  blood ;    their 
fear  of  dangers  ;  and  let  us  then  endeavour  to  re- 
concile all  thefe  circumftances  with  the  poffibility 
of  a  female  republic. 

If  fome  flrange  prejudices  have  been  able  to 
form  focieties  of  both  fexes  amongfl  us,  who  live 
feparate,  notwithftanding  that  natural  attradion 
which  was  intended  to  unite  them,  it  is  not  con- 
fjftent  with  the  narure  cf  things,  that  chance 
fhould  have  produced  a  nation  of  men  without  wo- 
men, and  flill  lefs  a  nation  of  women  without  men. 
Certain  it  is,  that  fince  this  political  conftirution 
bath  been  talked  of,  infinite  pains  have  been  taken 
to  find  it  out,  but  no  traces  of  it  could  ever  be 
difcovered.  This  fingular  prodigy,  therefore,  will 
be  like  many  others,  which  are  always  fuppofed  to 
exift,  though  we  know  not  where. 

Whatever  may  be  the  cafe  with  regard  to 
this  circumflance  of  the  Amazons,  the  voyage  of 
Orellana  excited  more  curiofity  than  it  procured 
information.  An  opportunity  of  fatisfying  it  did 
not  occur  for  fome  time,  on  account  of  the  ci\.il 
vvars  that  difturbed  Peru  ;  but  when  tranquillity 
was  reftored,  Pedro  d'Orfua,  a  gentleman  of  Na- 
varre, diftinguifhed  by  his  wifdom  and  courage, 
offered  the  viceroy,  in  1560,  to  refume  that  na- 
vigation. He  fet  out  from  Cufco  with  (even 
hundred  men,  Thefe  fanguinary  people,  inve- 
terate enemies  to  all  worthy  perfons,  maflTacred 
their  chief,  who  was  a  man  of  good  morals,  and 
attached  to  order  and  regularity.  They  fet  up  at 
their  head,  with  the  title  of  King,  a  native  of  Bif- 
cay,  of  a  ferocious  difpofition,  whofe  name  was 
Lopez  d'Aguirre,  and  who  promifcd  them  all  the 
trcafures  of  the  New  World. 

IntcX' 
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BOOK  Intoxicated  with  fuch  flattering  hopes,  thefe 
^^-  .  barbarians  failed  down  the  river  Amazon  into  the 
ocean,  and  landing  at  Trinidad,  murdered  the  go- 
vernor, and  plundered  the  ifland.  The  coafts  of 
Cumana,  Caraccas,  and  St.  Martha  were  dill  more 
feverely  treated,  becaufe  they  were  richer.  They 
then  penetrated  into  New  Granada,  and  were  ad- 
vancing to  Quito  and  into  the  interior  part  of 
Peru,  where  every  thing  was  to  be  deftroyed  by 
fire  and  fword.  A  body  of  troops,  haftily  aflem- 
bled,  attacked  thefe  defperate  men,  beat  and 
difperfed  them.  D'Aguirre,  feeing  no  way  to 
efcape,  marked  his  defpair  by  an  atrocious  a6t, 
*'  My  child,"  faid  he,  to  his  only  daughter,  who 
attended  him  in  his  expeditions,  "  I  thought  to 
*'  have  placed  thee  upon  a  throne,  but  the  event 
'*  hath  not  anfwered  my  expectation.  My  ho- 
"  nour  and  thine  own  will  not  permit  thee  to 
**  live,  and  to  be  a  flave  to  our  enemies;  die, 
**  therefore,  by  a  father's  hand."  Saying  this, 
he  inflantly  fhot  her  through  the  body,  and  then 
put  an  end  to  her  life,  by  plunging  a  dagger  in- 
to her  heart.  After  this  unnatural  aCt,  his  ftrength 
failed,  and  he  was  taken  prifoner,  drawn  and 
quartered. 

After  thefe  unfortunate  events,  the  river  of 
the  Amazons  was  entiiely  negled\ed,  and  was  to- 
tally forgotten  for  half  a  century.  Some  attempts 
were  afterwards  made  to  refume  the  difcovery  of 
it,  but  they  were  ill-concerted  and  no  better  exe- 
cuted. The  honour  of  conquering  thefe  difficul- 
ties, and  of  acquiring  a  ufeful  knowledge  of  that 
great  river,  was  referved  to  the  Portuguefe. 

That  nation,  which  ftill  retained  fome  remains 
of  her  former  vigour,  had,  fome  years  before, 
built  a  town  at  the  entrance  of  the  river,  which 
was  called  Eelem.  Pedro  Texeira  failed  from  this 
place  in  1638,  and  with  a  great  number  of  canoes, 

full 
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full  of  Indians  and  Portuguefe,  went  up  the  river  B  O  O  K 
of  the  Amazons,  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Napo,  ^  ^^^ 
and  then  up  the  Napo,  which  brought  him  almoft 
to  Quito,  where  he  arrived  by  land.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  enmity  fubfifting  between  the  Spa- 
niards and  Portuguefe,  though  fubjeds  of  the  fame 
mafter,  Texeira  was  received  with  that  regard, 
efteem,  and  confidence,  which  were  due  to  a  man 
who  was  doing  a  fignal  fervice.  He  returned  in 
company  with  d'Acughna  and  d'Artieda,  two 
learned  Jefuits,  who  were  commilfioned  to  verify 
his  obfervations,  and  to  make  others.  An  accu- 
rate account  of  thefe  two  fuccefsful  voyages  was 
fent  to  the  court  of  Madrid,  where  it  gave  rife  to 
a  very  extraordinary  proje(5t. 

The  communication  between  the  Spanifh  co- 
lonies had  long  been  found  very  difficult.  Some 
pirates,  who  were  at  enmity  with  them,  infeftcd 
the  North  and  South  feas,  and  intercepted  their 
navigation.  Even  thofe  of  their  (hips  which  had 
got  to  the  Havannah,  and  joined  others,  were  not 
perfedly  fafe.  The  galleons  were  frequently  at- 
tacked and  taken  by  whole  fquadrons,  and  always 
purfued  by  privateers,  who  feldom  failed  to  carry 
oft  the  flraggling  veffels  that  were  parted  from  the 
convoy,  either  by  ftormy  weather,  or  by  failing 
more  flowly  than  the  reft.  The  Amazon  river 
feemed  as  if  it  would  obviate  all  thefe  difficulties. 
It  was  thought  poffible,  and  even  an  eafy  matter, 
to  convey  thither  the  treafures  of  New  Granada, 
Popayan,  Quito,  Peru,  and  Chili  itfelf,  by  navi- 
gable rivers,  or  at  a  fmall  expence  by  land.  It  was 
thought  that  coming  down  the  river,  they  would 
find  the  galleons  ready  in  the  harbour  of  Para  to 
receive  them.  The  fleet  from  Brazil  would  then 
have  joined,  and  confequently  ftrengthened  tlie 
fleet  from  Spain.  They  would  then  have  failed 
with  great  fecurity  in  latitudes  little  known  and 
Z,  little 
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BOO  K  little  frequented,  nnd  would  have  arrived  in  Eu- 
^^-  rope  at  lead  with  a  formidable  appearance  ^  or 
migiit  really  have  been  in  a  condition  to  fiirmount 
any  obftacles  they  might  have  met  with.  The  re- 
volution which  placed  the  Duke  of  Braganza  on 
the  throne,  put  an  end  to  thcfe  important  projeds. 
Each  of  (he  two  nations  was  then  only  intent  upon 
fecuring  to  itfelf  that  part  of  the  river  which  beft 
fuited  it's  own  fituation. 

The  Spanifh  Jefuits  undertook  to  fet  up  a  mif- 
fion  in  the  country  lying  between  the  banks  of  the 
Amazon  and  of  the  Napo,  as  far  as  to  the  conflux 
of  both  thefe  rivers.  Every  mifilonary,  attended 
only  by  one  man,  took  with  him  hatchets,  knives, 
needles,  and  all  kinds  of  iron  tools,  and  pene- 
trated into  tliethickeft  of  the  forefts.  There  they 
fpent  whole  months  in  climbing  up  the  trees,  to 
fee  if  they  could  difcover  fome  hut,  pcirceive  any 
fmoke,  or  hear  the  found  of  any  drum  or  fife. 
When  they  were  afllircd  that  fome  favages  were  in 
the  neighbourhood,  they  advanced  towards  them. 
IVloft  of  them  fled,  efpecially  if  they  were  at  war. 
Thofe  whr.m  the  milhonaries  could  come  within 
reach  of  were  eafily  bribed  by  fuch  prefents  as  their 
ignorance  made  them  fet  a  value  upon.  This  was 
ail  the  eloq.ience  they  had  in  their  power,  oral! 
they  iiad  any  occafion  to  employ. 

When  they  had  aflembled  a  few  families,  they 
led  them  to  the  place  they  had  fixed  upon  to  form 
a  village.  The  favages  were  not  eafily  prevailed 
upon  to  lake  up  their  abode  there.  As  they  were 
iifcd  to  rove  about,  they  found  it  an  unfupport- 
able  hardfliip  to  remain  always  in  the  fame  place. 
The  flatc  of  independence  in  which  they  had 
lived,  they  thought  preferable  to  the  H^cial  life 
that  was  recommended  to  them  :  and  their  unc  >n- 
querable  averfion  for  labour,  induced  them  conti- 
nually to  return  to  the  foiefts,    where  they  had 

pafltd 
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pafled  their   lives  in  idlcnefs.     Even   thofe  whoB  o  O  K 
were  reftrained  by  the  authority  or  the  paiernal  ^    '^• 
kindnefs  of  their  legiflator,  feldom  failed   to  dif- 
perfe  in  his  abfence,  though  ever  fo  fhort.     But 
his  death  at  laft  occafioned  a  total  fubverfion  of 
the  fettlement 

It  is  impodible  that  any  reader  who  reflcds, 
fhould  not  be  defirous  of  knowing  what  llrange 
infatuation  can  induce  an  individual,  who  enjoys 
all  the  conveniences  of  life  in  his  own  country, 
to  undertake  the  laborious  and  unfortunate  func- 
tion of  a  mifTionary  -,  to  quit  his  fellow-citizens,  his 
friends,  and  his  relations;  to  crofs  the  fea,  in  order 
to  bury  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  forefts ;  to  expofe 
bimfeif  to  all  the  horrors  of  the  moft  extreme  mi- 
iery  ;  to  run  the  rifk,  at  every  ftep,  either  of  be- 
ing devoured  by  wild  beafts,  or  mafTacred  by  fa- 
vages ;  to  fettle  in  the  midft  of  them  ;  to  conform 
himfelf  to  their  manners,  to  fhare  their  indigence 
and  their  fatigues;  to  be  expoled  to  their  pailions, 
or  caprices,  for  at  lead  as  long  a  time  as  is  requir- 
ed to  learn  their  language,  and  to  make  himfelf 
underftood  by  them  ? 

If  this  condudt  be  afcribed  to  the  enthufiafm 
of  religion,  what  more  powerful  motive  can  be 
imagined  ?  If  to  refped  for  the  vows  of  obe- 
dience taken  to  fuperiors,  who  have  a  right  to  or- 
der them  to  go  any  where,  and  who  cannot  be 
afked  the  reafbn  for  thofe  orders,  without  com- 
mitting the  crime  of  perjury  and  apoftacy,  what 
good,  or  what  evil,  is  it  not  in  the  power  of  hy- 
pocritical or  ambitious  mafters  to  do,  who  com- 
mand fo  abfolutely,  and  who  are  fo  fervilely 
obeyed  ?  If  it  be  the  effc<ft  of  a  deep  fenfe  of 
companion  for  a  part  of  the  human  fpecies,  whom 
it  is  intended  to  refcue  from  a  ftatc  of  ignorance, 
ftupidity,  and  mifery,  what  virtue  can  be  more 
heroic  ?  With  refped  to  the  conftancy  with  which 
ihefe  extraofidinary  men  perfevere  in  fo  difguftful 

an 
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BOO  Kan  undertaking;  I  fliould  have  imagined,  that 
I5f-  by  living  fo  long  among  the  favages,  they  would 
have  become  lavages  themfclves :  but  I  fhould 
iiave  been  deceived  in  this  conjedlure.  it  is, 
on  the  contrary,  one  of  the  mod  laudable  of  hu- 
man vanities  that  fupporis  them  in  their  career. 

**  My  friend,"  faid  once  to  me  an  old  miiliona- 
ry,  who  had  lived  thirty  years  in  the  midft  of  the 
forefts,  and  who,  fince  he  had  returned  into  his 
own  country,  had  fallen  into  a  profound  melan- 
choly, and  was  for  ever  regretting  his  beloved  lar 
vagesi  "  My  friend  (faid  he),  you  know  not  what 
*'  it  is  to  be  the  king,  almoft  even  the  God,  of  a 
"  number  of  men,  who  owe  to  you  the  fmall  por- 
*'  tion  of  happinefs  they  enjoy  ;  and  who  are  ever 
*'  alliduous  in  aduring  you  of  their  gratitude.  Af- 
**  ter  they  have  been  ranging  through  immenfc 
**  forefls,  they  return,  overcome  with  fatigue  and 
*'  inanition;  if  they  have  only  killed  one  piece  of 
*'  game,  for  whom  do  you  luppofe  it  to  be  in- 
"  tended  ?  It  is  for  the  Father  ,  for  it  is  thus 
*'  they  call  us:  and  indeed  they  are  really  our 
**  children.  Their  diflenfions  are  fufpcnded  at  our 
"  appearance.  A  fovereign  does  not  reft  in  greater 
*'  ihfety  in  the  midft  of  his  guards,  than  we  do 
*'  furrounded  by  our  favages.  It  is  among  them 
*'  that  1  will  go  and  end  my  days." 

With  this  perfevering  Ipirit,  the  Jefuits  had 
conquered,  upon  the  Amazon,  obftaclcs  appa- 
rently invincible.  Their  miflion,  which  began 
in  1637,  confiftcd,  in  1766,  of  ten  thoufand  in- 
habitants, who  were  diftributed  in  thirty-fix  vil- 
lages, twelve  of  which  were  fituated  along  the 
Napo,  and  twenty- four  on  the  banks  of  the  Ama- 
zon. They  were  from  two,  to  ten,  fifteen,  or 
fometimcs  twenty  days  journey  diftant  from  one 
another.  In  moft  of  tiie  villages  lived  people  be- 
longing to  feveral  nations,  who  were  all  obftinate- 
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ly  attached  to  their  cuftoms»  and  to  their  manners,  b  O  O  k 
and  could  never  be  brought  to  confider  themfelves      ^X. 
as  members  of  the  fame  community.     The  efforts 
that  were  made  to  extend  this  fettlement  were  not, 
nor  could  they  be  fuccefsful. 

The  women  of  this  part  of  America  are  not 
fruitful,  and  their  barrennefs  increafes,  when  they 
remove  from  one  place  to  another.  The  men  are 
of  a  feeble  habit,  and  the  cuftom  they  have  of 
bathing  condantly,  by  no  means  contributes  to  in- 
creafc  their  ftrengih.  The  climate  is  not  healthy, 
and  contagious  diftempers  are  frequent.  It  hath 
never  been  pollible,  and  probably  never  will  be,  to 
infpire  the  favages  with  an  inclination  for  agricul- 
ture. Their  chief  delight  is  in  filhing  and  hunt- 
ing, amufements  which  are  by  no  means  favoura- 
ble to  the  increafe  of  population.  In  a  country  which 
is  almoft  all  under  water,  there  are  few  convenient 
fituations  to  form  a  fettlement  upon.  Moft  of  them 
are  at  fo  great  a  diflance  from  each  other,  that 
they  cannot  poflibly  furnilh  any  mutual  afliftance. 
The  nations  which  one  might  endeavour  to  incor- 
porate are  alfo  too  far  feparated  ;  moft  of  them 
are  intrenched  in  inacceflible  places,  and  are  fo  in- 
confiderable,  that  they  often  confift  only  of  five  or 
fix  families. 

Of  all  the  Indians  the  Jefuitshad  colleded,  and 
whom  they  governed,  none  were  fo  lifclefsorfo 
incapable  of  being  animated  as  thefe.  Every  mif- 
fionary  was  obliged  to  put  himfclf  at  their  head, 
in  order  to  make  them  pick  up  the  cocoa,  vanilla, 
and  farfaparilla,  that  nature  plentifully  offers  them, 
and  which  are  fent  every  year  to  Quito,  three  hun- 
dred leagues  off,  that  they  may  be  bartered  for 
articles  of  primary  neceifity.  Their  whole  pro- 
perty confiftsof  a  hut,  open  on  all  fides,  made  of 
a  few  ofiers,  and  covered  on  the  top  with  palm- 
leaves,  a  few  implements  of  hulbandry,  a  lance, 

bows 
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BOOKbows  and  arrows  for  hunting,  fifhing  tackle,  a 
IX^  tent,  a  hammock,  and  a  canoe.  It  hath  not  been 
nc:l";ble  to  infpirc  them  with  defircs  beyond  thefe. 
They  arc  To  well  fatisficd  with  what  they  poflefs, 
th?.t  tl)  y  wifh  for  nothing  more  ;  they  live  uncon- 
cer:-iC\1,  and  die  without  fear.  They  may  be  faid 
to  be  happy,  if  happinefs  confift  more  in  an  ex- 
emption from  the  uneafy  fenfation  that  attends 
want,  than  in  the  multiplicity  of  enjoyments  that 
our  wants  require. 

This  infant  Hate,  the  offspring  of  religion  alone, 
liath  been  hitherto  of  no  fcrvice  to  Spain,  and  it 
can  hardly  be  expecfted  it  ever  fliould.  However 
the  government  of  Maynas,  with  it's  capita! 
Eorja,  have  been  formed  there.  The  deftroyers  of 
America  have  never  thought  of  eflablidiing  any 
fettlement  in  a  country  where  there  are  no  mines, 
nor  any  of  thofc  rich  commodities  which  fo 
powerfully  allured  their  covctoufnefs ;  bur  this 
country  hath  fomctimes  attracted  the  neighbour- 
ing favages, 

Whili;  f')me  milTionaries  were  eflablifliing  the 
authority  of  the  court  of  Madrid  on  the  banks  of 
the  Amazon,  others  were  doing  the  fame  fervice 
to  the  court  of  Lifbon.  Six  or  feven  days  jour- 
ney below  the  feitlements  of  St.  Ignacio  ds  Pevas, 
the  lafl  under  the  jurifdidion  of  Spain,  is  St.  Paul, 
the  firft  of  the  numerous  villages  formed  by  th.e 
Portuguefe,  at  a  very  great  diftance  from  each 
other,  on  the  banks  of  the  largeft  river,  and  on 
thole  of  the  fmall  ones  that  fall  into  it. 

If  the  Maynas  were  at  liberty  to  form  connec- 
tions with  thefe  neighbours,  they  might  acquire 
by  this  intercourfe  Ibme  conveniences  that  they 
cannot  be  fupplied  with  from  Quito,  being  l"e- 
parated  from  th?.t  place  by  the  Cordeleirias,  which 
cut  off  the  communication  more  efftdtually  than 
immenfc  feas  would  do.  This  indulgence  of  go- 
vernment 
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vernmenr  might  perhaps  be  prodadive  of  confi-  book 
derabie  advantages;  and,  polTibly,  both  Spain  and 
Portugal,  though  rival  powers,  might  be  fenfible 
that  it  would  be  for  their  mutual  intereft  to  extend 
it.  It  is  well  known  that  the  province  of  Quito 
is  poor,  for  want  of  an  opportunity  of  difpoling 
of  the  overplus  of  thofe  very  commodities  that 
are  not  to  be  had  at  Para.  The  two  provinces 
mutually  alfifting  each  other  by  means  of  the  Napo 
and  of  the  Amazon,  would  rife  to  a  degree  of 
profperity  they  could  never  attain  without  this  in- 
tercourle.  The  mother-countries  would  in  time 
reap  great  advantages  from  it,  and  it  could  never 
be  prejudicial  to  them,  becaufe  Quito  can  never 
purchafe  what  is  fent  from  Europe  to  America, 
and  Para  confumes  nothing  but  what  Lifbon  ob- 
tains from  foreign  countries.  But  national  anti- 
pathies, and  the  jealoufies  of  crowned  heads, 
are  attended  with  the  fame  effeds  as  the  paflions 
and  prejudices  of  men  in  private  life.  One  un- 
fortunate incident  is  fufficient  to  divide  families 
and  nations  for  ever,  v;hofe  greateft  intereft  it  is 
to  love  and  aflifl:  one  another,  and  to  promote  the 
general  good.  The  fpirit  of  hatred  and  revenge 
will  rather  induce  men  to  fubmit  to  fuffcr  than  not 
be  gratified.  Thofe  palfions  are  conftantly  kept 
up  by  the  mutual  injuries  and  the  effufion  of  blood 
they  occafion.  How  different  is  man  in  the  flate 
of  nature  from  man  corrupted  by  fociety  I  The 
latter  amply  dcfcrves  all  the  misfortunes  he  brings 
upon  himfelf. 

It  is  a  circumflance  wc  have  lefs  reafon  than 
ever  to  exped,  that  any  kind  of  confidence  can 
be  cftablifhed  in  thcfe  countries,  between  the  two 
European  nations  that  arc  in  poilcflion  of  them. 
It  hath  been  for  a  long  time  fufpedted,  that  the 
river  Amaztjn  and  the  Oroonoko,  communicated 
widi  each  other  by  means  of  the  Elack  River, 
1  where 
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BOOK  where  the  court  of  Lifbon  hath  feveral  fettlements. 
*^'      This  circumftance,  which    had    been    (o    long   a 
matter  of  con tefl,  was  demonftrated   in  1744,  by 
feme  Portiiguele  boats,  which  having  let  out  from 
one  of  thel'e  rivers,  failed  into  the  other.     This 
produced  a  new  fource  of  jealoufy,  to  which  the 
two  minifters  ought   to  have   put   a   (lop,  when 
their  attention  was  engaged  in  fettling  the  differ- 
ences which  had  too  often  (lained  the  river  Plata 
with  blood. 
ThePor-       The  Portuguefe,  who  had  appeared  upon  this 
tugutfe     great   river   loon    after   the  Spaniards,    were   not 
Jo'rmfet-   long  beforc  they  forgot  it.     They  did  not  come 
tiemenrs    there  again  till  the  year  1553,  when   they   got  as 
"erPiata".  ^^^  ^^  Buenos-Ayres,  and   took  poflellion  of  the 
Their  dif- northern  coaft  of  the  provinces.     This  adt  had 
Buteswith  not  been  attended  with  any  confequences,  when  the 
A^om-    court  of  Lifbon  ordered,  in  1680,  that  the  colony 
modations  of  St.  Sacrament  fhould  be  eflablifhed  precifely  at 
Sie^^o     ^^^  extremity  of  the  territory  which  they  thought 
powers,     belonged  to  them.     This  claim  appeared  to  the 
Spaniards  to  be  ill-founded;  and  they  deftroyed 
thefe  rifing  walls  without  much  difficulty. 

VioLEiNT  conttfls  immediately  arofe  between 
the  two  powers.  Spain  proved  that  the  New  Colo- 
ny was  placed  in  the  fpace  allotted  to  her,  by  the 
boundary  marked  by  the  Popes.  The  Portuguefe 
did  not  deny  this  aftronomical  truth,  but  they 
maintained,  that  this  agreement  was  annulled  by 
later  arrangements,  and  in  a  more  particular  man- 
ner by  the  treaty  of  1668,  which  put  a  ftop  to  hof- 
tilitics,  and  letiltd  the  fate  of  the  twfj  nations,  it 
was  concluded  in  168!,  after  a  multitude  of  con- 
tefls,  that  the  Portuguefe  fliould  again  be  put  in 
poflellion  of  the  pofl  they  had  occupied  ;  but  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Buenos-Ayres,  as  well  as  ihcy, 
fhould  have  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  difputed 
domains. 

Thb 
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The  war  between  the  two  crowns,  in  the  begin- B  o  O  K 
ningof  the  century,  broke  off  this  provifional  agree-  ^^' 
ment,  and  in  the  year  1705  the  Portiiguefe  were 
again  driven  out  of  St.  Sacrament ;  but  were  rein- 
ftated  in  the  pofTelTion  of  it  by  the  peace  of  Utrecht. 
This  treaty  granted  them  even  more  than  they  had 
ever  had,  fince  it  infured  to  them  exclufively  the 
whole  territory  of  the  colony. 

At  that  period  a  confiderable  fmuggling  trade 
was  begun,  between  the  Portuguefe  fettiement  of 
St.  Sacrament,  and  that  of  the  Spaniards  at  Bue- 
nos-Ayres,  in  which  all  parts  of  the  Brazils  and  of 
Peru,  and  even  fome  merchants  of  the  mother- 
countries,  were  more  or  lefs  concerned. 

The  court  of  Madrid  foon  perceived  that  the 
treafures  of  the  New  World  were  conveyed  into 
another  channel.  In  order  to  bring  them  back 
again,  they  did  not  think  of  any  more  certain  me- 
thod, than  that  of  limiting,  as  much  as  poffible, 
the  ftaple  of  thefe  fraudulent  connexions.  Their 
minifters  afferted,  that  the  places  under  the  domi- 
nion of  the  Portuguefe  ought  not  to  be  extended 
beyond  cannon-lTiot ;  and  they  caufed  all  the  north- 
ern coaft  of  the  Plata,  from  the  mouth  of  that  great 
river,  to  the  fettiement  which  occafioned  them  fuch 
terrible  alarms,  to  be  filled  up  with  flocks,  fheep- 
folds,  and  with  the  villages  of  Maldonado  and 
Montevideo,  and  contrived  other  known  methods 
of  occupying  this  intermediate  fpace. 

These  unforefeen  enterprifes  revived  everlafling 
animofities,  which  had  been  for  a  fhort  time  ful- 
pended  by  their  commercial  connecftions.  Thefe 
neighbouring  people  carried  on  a  clandePiine  war 
•with  one  another.  The  two  nations  were  upon  the 
brink  of  an  open  rupture,  when,  in  1750,  a  treaty 
was  propofed,  which  appeared  likely  to  knit  the 
differences  between  thefe  two  monarchies.  By  this 
treaty,  the  Portuguefe  exchanged  the  coloxny  of 

St. 
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B  O  O  K  St.  Sacrament,    and  it's  territory,  for  the  feven 
^^'      mirtions  formerly  eflablifhed  on  the  eaftern  coaft 
of  ihc  Uruguay. 

It  was  necelfary  that  this  treaty  fhould  be  exe- 
cuted in  America  ;  and  this  was  not  an  eaty  mat- 
ter. The  Jefuiis,  who  from  their  earlieft  origin 
had  opened  to  themfelves  a  fecret  road  to  domi- 
nion, might  have  objedled  to  tlie  dil'membering  of 
an  empire  which  owed  it's  exiflcnce  to  their  la- 
bours. Independent  of  this  great  iniercft,  they 
might  have  thought  themfelves  rcfponfiblc  for  the 
felicity  of  a  docile  let  of  people,  who,  by  throwing 
themfelves  in  their  arms,  had  intruded  them  with 
the  care  of  their  future  welfare.  Befides,  the 
Guaianis  had  not  been  conquered ;  and  therefore, 
when  they  fubmitted  to  Spain,  they  did  not  give 
that  crown  the  right  of  alienating  them  from  their 
dominion;  without  having  reflected  on  the  incon- 
teftible  rights  of  nations,  they  might  imagine  that 
it  belonged  to  them  alone  to  determine  what  was 
conducive  to  their  happinefs.  The  horror  they 
were  well  known  to  eiitertain  for  the  Portuguefe 
yoke,  was  equally  capable  of  leading  them  adray, 
or  of  enlightening  them.  So  critical  a  fituation  re- 
quired the  greatefl  precautions,  and  they  were  at- 
tended to. 

Thk  forces  which  the  two  powers  had  fent 
from  Europe,  and  thofe  which  could  be  aflem- 
bled  in  the  New  World,  united  themfelves  in 
order  to  furmount  the  obllacles  that  were  fore- 
fcen  i  but  thefe  preparations  did  not  terrify  the 
people  that  were  the  objed  of  them.  Althougli 
the  feven  ceded  colonies  were  not  aflifted  by  the 
other  colonies,  at  leall  not  openly  ;  although  they 
were  no  more  headed  by  the  chiefs  who  till  that 
time  had  led  them  on  to  battle,  they  were  not 
afraid  of  taking  up  arms  to  defend  iheir  liberty. 
But   their  military   conduct   was   not   fuch   as  it: 

ought 
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ought  to  have  been.  Inftead  of  contenting  them-B  o  O  K 
felves  with  har^ling  their  enemies,  and  with  inter-,  ■'■^• 
rupting  the  provifions  they  were  obliged  to  get 
from  the  diftance  of  tvvo  hundred  leagues,  the 
Guaranis  ventured  to  wait  for  them  in  the  open 
field.  They  loll  a  battle  which  cofl  them  two 
thoufand  men.  This  confiderable  check  difcon- 
certed  their  meafures ;  their  courage  feemed  to 
give  way,  and  they  abandoned  their  territory, 
without  making  thofe  efforts  which  were  expecfted 
from  their  firll  refolution,  and  which  were,  per- 
haps, confident  with  their  ftrength. 

After  this  event  the  Spaniards  attempted  to 
take  polTeirion  of  the  colony  of  St.  Sacrament. 
The  Portuguefe  refufed  to  give  it  up,  allegmg 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Uruguay  were  only 
difperfed;  and  that,  'till  the  court  of  Madrid 
fhould  fettle  them  in  fome  of  their  own  domains, 
they  would  always  be  difpofed  to  recover  that 
territory  which  they  had  quitted  with  fo  much 
regret.  Thefe  difficulties,  whether  real  or  ima- 
ginary, prevented  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty, 
which  was  even  entirely  put  a  flop  to  by  the  two 
courts  in  1761,  and  every  thing  fell  again  into 
confufion. 

From  that  time,  thefe  deferts  have  been  aimed 
incelfantly  ftained  with  blood;  fometimes  by 
hoftiliiies  that  were  not  publicly  avowed,  and 
fometimes  by  open  wars.  Portugal,  deprived 
of  the  aliiftance  of  England,  haih  at  length  been 

i  obliged  to  fubmit.  The  treaties  of  the  firfl:  of 
Oflober  1777,  and  of  the  eleventh  of  March 
1778,  have  deprived    it    for  ever  of   the   colony 

.  ot  St.  Sacrament ;  but  they  have  reflored  to  it 
the  territory  of  the  river  St.  Peter,  which  had  been 
taken  from  it,  under  the  pretences  fo  frequently 
alleged,  of  the  line  of  mark. 

Vol.  III.  Bb  While 
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While  thrfe  reftlefs  and  enterprifing  men  were 
ravaging  the  Amnzon,  and  the  Plata,  fome  labo- 
rious and  peaceable  citizens  were  employed  in  mul- 
tiplyir.g  on  the  coaft  oF  Brazil  important  producti- 
ons, which  were  delivered  to  the  moiher-country, 
which,  in  return,  Ibpplied  them  with  every  thing 
they  were  in  want  of. 

The  whole  trade  was  carried  on  by  a  fleet, 
which  failed  every  year  from  Lilbon  and  Oporto 
in  the  month  of  March.  The  fhips  it  confided 
oi  parted  when  they  came  to  a  certain  latitude, 
and  proceeded  to  their  refpedtive  deftinations: 
but  they  afterwards  all  met  at  Bahia  to  fail  for 
Portugal,  which  they  reached  in  September  or 
October  the  year  following,  under  convoy  of  the 
men  of  war,  which  had  efcorted  them  at  their  go- 
ing out. 

A  REGULATION  fo  Contrary  to  maxims  gene- 
rally received,  was  cenfured  by  many  judicious 
perlbns,  who  thought  it  would  have  been  better 
to  have  left  the  merchants  at  liberty  to  fend  out 
their  fhips,  and  order  them  home  when  it  fuited 
them  bed.  This  fyftem  would  have  reduced  the 
expence  of  freight,  rendered  the  voyages  more 
frequent,  increafed  the  maritime  forces,  and  en- 
couraged every  fpecics  of  agriculture.  The 
intercourfe  between  the  colonies  and  the  mother- 
country  being  more  conflanr,  would  have  given 
jntonnation,  which  would  have  enabled  govern- 
ment to  extend  it's  protection  more  eafily,  and  to 
fecure  it's  authority. 

The  court  of  f.ifl)on  feemed  fitquciiily  inclined 
to  yield  to  thefe  confidcraiions,  but  was  deterred 
by  the  finirof  {ecing  the  Ihips  fall  into  ihe  enemy's 
hands  if  they  failed  feparatcly  •,  by  cuftom,  the 
fway  of  which  is  ftill  more  powerlul  over  govern- 
ment than  over  individuals; ;  by  the  infinuations  of 
lome  men  in  power,  whofe   interefl  would  have 

been. 
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been  affcded  by  the  revolution ;  and  by  variety  book 
of  prejudices  none  of  which  could  have  borne  the      ^^• 
flighted  fcrutiny. 

It  was  upon  this  principle  that  the  Portuguefc 
fettlements  in  the  Old  and  in  the  New  World 
were  founded,  when  the  difcovery  of  the  gold 
and  diamond  mines,  in  the  beginning  of  the  cen- 
tury, fixed  the  attention  of  all  nations  upon  the 
Brazils.  It  was  generally  thought,  that  thofe 
riches,  added  to  thofe  of  another  kind  furnifhed 
by  the  colony,  would  render  it  one  of  the  fined 
fettlements  of  the  globe.  The  Europeans  were 
not  yet  undeceived,  when  they  learnt  with  fur- 
prife,  that  the  moft  important  part  of  thofe 
legions  were  juft  fubjedted  to  the  yoke  of  mono- 

Portugal  hath  made  immenfe  difcoveries  in 
Africa,  and  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  without 
the  afTiftance  of  any  company.  This  had  been 
done  by  fome  alTociations,  which  kings,  nobles, 
and  merchants,  had  occafionally  formed  among 
themfelves,  and  which  fitted  out  fleets  more  or 
lefs  confiderable,  for  thofe  three  parts  of  the 
globe.  It  was  not  to  be  expeded  that  a  nation, 
which,  in  the  barbarous  ages,  had  purfued  the 
ineftimable  advantages  of  competition,  would,  at 
laft,  in  an  enlightened  age,  adopt  a  pernicious 
fyftcm,  which,  by  colleding  the  principles  of 
life  and  motion  into  a  fmall  part  of  the  body 
politic,  leaves  all  the  reft  in  a  ftate  of  inactivity 
and  ruin. 

This  plan  was  formed  among  the  ruins  of 
Lifbon,  when  the  earth  had,  as  it  vvere,  caft  out 
her  inhabitants,  and  left  them  no  afylum  or  place 
of  fafety  but  on  the  fea,  or  in  the  New  World. 
The  dreadful  ftiocks  which  had  fubverred  that 
fuperb  capital  were  ftill  repeated,  and  the  flames 
that  had  reduced  it  to  alhes  were  fcarce  extin- 
E  b  2  guiftjed, 
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B  O  O  Kguifhed,  when  an  exckifive  company  was  efta- 
^^-  blifhed,  for  the  purpoCe  of  klling  to  foreign  na- 
tions, at  the  Brazils,  and  even  in  retail,  within 
the  fpace  of  three  leagues,  the  wine  fo  well 
known  by  the  name  of  Port,  which  is  drunk  in 
many  of  the  colonics,  in  part  of  the  north,  and 
efpecially  in  England.  This  company  hath  a 
capital  of  ■^,000,000  livres  *,  divided  into  two 
hundred  fhares,  of  2,500  livres  f  each.  They  lend 
to  the  proprietors  of  the  vine's,  half  the  price 
they  are  allowed  to  charge  for  the  vintage ;  a 
pi  ice  which  they  can  never  raife,  however  fa- 
vourable the  year  may  be.  For  the  bcft  wines, 
they  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  156  livres  five  fols  J 
per  ton ;  but  they  receive  no  more  than  1 25 
livres  §  for  thofe  of  an  inferior  quality.  How 
great  loever  the  dearth  may  be,  or  however 
confiderable  the  vent,  the  cultivator  can  never 
cxpedt  an  increafe  of  more  than  31  livres  five 
fols  II  per  ton,  and  the  ton  confifts  of  about  220 
gallons. 

Oporto,  which  is  become  the  firfl  city  in  the 
kingdom  for  it's  population,  riches,  and  com- 
merce, fince  Lilbon  had,  as  it  were,  difappeared, 
juftly  took  the  alarm,  thinking  that  her  trade 
would  be  ruined  by  this  fatal  alienation  of  the 
rights  of  the  whole  nation,  in  favour  of  a  com- 
pany. The  province  between  the  Douro  and  the 
Minho,  the  moll  fruitful  in  the  kingdom,  formed 
no  further  expciftations  from  it's  cultures.  Di 
fpair  excited  a  fpirit  of  fedition  among  the  peo- 
ple, and  thib  gave  occafion  to  the  cruelties  of  the 
government.  Twelve  liUndred  perfons  were 
cither  executed,    condemned    to    public    labour, 
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banifhed  to  the  forts  in  Africa,   or   reduced  toBOOK 

poverty    by   odious    confifcations  of    their  pof-  ^ |-^- 

feffions. 

Om  the  6th  of  June  1755,  an  exclufive  com- 
pany, with  a  capital  of  3,000,000  livres  *, 
divided  into  twelve  hundred  fhares,  was  efta- 
bhfhed  for  the  great  Para,  and  for  the  Maragnan. 
Four  years  after,  the  province  of  Fermanbucca 
was  put  under  a  fimilar  yol^e,  with  this  difference, 
that  the  latter  monopoly  had  a  fund  oF  3,500,000 
livres -f-,  which  was  divided  into  three  thoufand 
four  hundred  fhares.  The  two  focieties  were 
authorized  to  gain  fifteen  per  cent,  exclufive  of  all 
expences,  on  articles  of  provifions,  and  to  fell  their 
merchandife  for  forty-five /i^r  cent,  more  than  they 
would  have  coft  even  at  Lifbon.  They  were  al- 
lowed to  pay  as  little  as  they  chofe  for  the  provifions 
furniflied  by  the  diftricfts  fubject  to  their  tyranny. 
Such  extraordinary  favours  were  to  laft  twenty 
years,  and  might  be  renewed,  to  the  great  detri- 
ment of  the  colony. 

The    Brazils  are  at  prefent  divided  into   nine  Civil,  mi- 
provinces,  which  are  all  governed  by   a  feparate  ^'^|^''>>  ^'^^ 
commander.      Although   thefe  feveral   chiefs  are  govern-" 
expected  to  conform   to  the  general   regulations  mpnt  efta- 
which  the  Viceroy  thinks  proper  to  make,  they  Jjjf  BjI"^ 
are  independent  of    his  authority,    becaufe  they  ziis. 
receive  their  orders   direclly    from   Lifbon,    and 
becaufe  they  themfelves  give  an  account  to  that 
court  of  the   affairs  in   their  department.     They 
are  only    appointed    for   three   years,    but   their 
commiffion  is  ufually   extended  beyond  that  pe- 
riod.     They    are    prohibited    by    the    law   from 
marrying  in  the  country  under  their  jurifdiclion  ; 
from   being  concerned  in  any  branch  of  trade  j 

from 
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BOOK  from  accepting  any  prefent  vvhatfoever ;  from 
1^^  ^receiving  any  emoluments  for  the  functions  of 
their  otfice ;  and  this  law  hath  been  rather  ftriclly 
obferved  for  feme  years  pad.  Accordingly,  for- 
tunes are  at  prefent  very  feldom  made,  or  even 
begun  in  thofe  polls  in  the  New  World.  The 
perlons  who  voluiuarily  refign,  are  obliged,  as 
well  as  thofe  who  are  recalled,  to  give  an  account 
of  their  condud\  to  the  commifhoners  appointed 
by  the  mother-country  ;  and  citizens  of  all  ranks 
are  indifcriminately  admitted  to  impeach  them.  If 
they  happen  to  die  in  their  pofl,  the  bilhop,  the 
higheft  military  officer,  and  the  firft  magiftrate, 
jointly  aOumt  the  reins  of  government,  'till  the  ar- 
rival of  the  luccefTor. 

The  juril'prudence  of  the  Brazils  is  entirely 
the  fame  as  that  of  Portugal.  There  is  a  Judge 
eflablifhed  in  each  diftridl,  from  whofe  decifion 
an  appeal  may  be  made  to  the  fupcrior  tribunals 
ofBahia,  and  of  Rio  Janeiro,  and  even  to  thole 
of  Lifbon,  if  it  be  upon  matters  of  confequcnce. 
The  great  Para  and  Maragnan  alone,  are  allowed  to 
appeal  immediately  to  the  mother-country,  with- 
out being  obliged  to  appear  before  the  two  inter- 
mediate tribunals.  Jn  criminal  cafes  rather  a  dif- 
ferent plan  is  adopted.  The  judge  of  each  diftridl 
hath  a  right  to  punilTi  without  appeal  fmall  mif- 
demeanours.  Tlie  crimes  arc  judged  by  the 
governor,  alfiftcd  by  fome  alfeilors  appointed  by 
the  law, 

A  Particular  tribunal  is  eftablifhed  in  every 
province,  to  take  care  of  the  legacies  which  be- 
long to  heirs,  whole  refidence  is  acrofs  ihe  feas. 
They  arc  allowed  to  dedud  five  per  cent,  for 
their  falaries,  and  the  reft  is  fent  to  Portugal,  to 
be  depofiied  in  a  place  deftined  to  receive  it. 
The   mconvenience    of    this  oiherwife  judicious 

inftiiution, 
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frtflitution,  Is,  that  the  BraziHan  creditors  can  only  BOOK 
be  paid  in  Europe.  IX. 

The  finances  of  each  province  are  adminiftered 
by  the  commandant,  and  four  magiftrates.  Their 
account  is  fent  every  year  to  the  royal  treafury 
of  the  mother-country,  and  fcrutinized  with  great 
feverity. 

Every  town,  and  every  village,  in  the  lead 
confiderable,  hatha  court  of  Judicature.  Their 
bufinefs  is  to  attend  to  the  fmall  concerns  they 
are  intrufted  with,  and  to  fettle,  under  the  in- 
rpe(flion  of  the  commandant,  the  trilling  taxes 
that  are  necefTary.  Several  privileges  have  been 
granted  to  this  tribunal,  cfpecially  that  of  having 
the  right  to  carry  any  complaint  they  may  have 
againft  the  head  of  the  colony,  immediately  to  the 
fovereign. 

The  military  are  upon  the  fame  footing  in 
the  Brazils,  as  in  Portugal,  and  in  the  reft  of 
'Europe.  The  troops  are  at  the  difpofal  of  every 
■governor,  who  appoints  to  all  the  vacant  com- 
millions,  under  the  rank  of  captain.  He  hath 
the  fame  authority  over  the  militia,  which  con- 
fifts  of  all  the  citizens  that  are  not  Jidalgos^  that  is 
"to  fay,  of  the  firft  nobility;  or  who  have  no 
public  employment.  This  body  of  men,  who 
are  all  obliged  to  wear  a  uniform  at  their  own 
expence,  are  never  afTemblcd  in  the  interior  parrs 
•of  the  country,  except  in  cafes  of  abfolute  neccf- 
fity;  but  at  Fernambucca,  at  Bahia,  and  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  they  are  exercifed  during  one  mrmth  every 
year,  and  are  then  paid  by  the  government.  The 
Negroes  and  Mulattoes  have  Itandards  of  their 
own  ;  and  the  Indians  fight  under  the  fame  ban- 
ners as  the  white  men.  The  colony,  at  this  pre- 
fent  time,  confifts  of  fifteen  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  regulars;  and  of  twenty-one 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  militia. 

Though 
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BOOK  Though  the  King,  as  Grand  Mafter  of  the  or- 
1^-  der  of  Chrift,  be  folcly  in  pofreilion  of  the  tithes; 
and  though  the  produce  of  the  Crufade  belong 
entirely  to  him,  yet,  in  this  extenfive  part  of  the 
New  World,  fix  bifhopricks  have  been  fuccef- 
fiveiy  founded,  which  acknowledge  for  their  fupc- 
rior  the  Archbifhoprick  of 'Bahia,  eftabliflied  in 
the  year  1552.  The  fortunate  prelates,  rnoft  of 
them  Europeans,  who  fill  thefe  honourable  fees, 
live  in  a  very  commodious  manner  upon  the  emo- 
luments attached  to  the  func\ions  of  their  minif- 
try,  and  upon  a  penfion  of  twelve  hundred,  and 
from  that  to  thirty  ihoufand  livres  *,  granted  to 
them  by  the  government. 

Among  the  inferior  clergy,  none  but  the  mifli*- 
onaries  who  are  fettled  in  the  Indian  villages,  arc 
paid  by  government  ;  but  the  others  find  fufficient 
refources  among  the  fupcrftitious  people,  whom 
they  are  to  edify,  to  inftru(ft,  and  to  comfort. 
Befide  an  annual  tribute,  paid  by  every  family  to 
the  clergyman,  he  is  intitled  to  forty  fols  -f-  for 
every  birth,  every  wedding,  and  every  burial. 
The  law  which  reduces  this  contribution  to  one 
half  for  poor  people,  and  to  nothing- for  thofe  that 
are  entirely  indigent,  is  feldom  obferved.  The 
avidity  of  the  pritfts  hath  even  been  carried  fo  far 
as  to  double  this  fhamclefs  falary,  in  the  diftridts 
of  the  mines. 

Some  few  afylums  for  maidens  have  been  fuf- 
fered  at  Bahia,  and  at  Rio-Janerio;  but  it  hath 
never  been  allowed  to  efiablifh  nunneries  in  the 
Brazils.  The  monks  have  been  more  fuccefsful ; 
and  there  are  at  prtfent  twenty  convents  of  diffe- 
rent oidcrs,  the  two  licheft  of  which  are  occupied 
by  Benedi<ftincs,  who  are  as  idle  as  they  are  licen- 
tious.     None  of   thefe   fatal  eftablifhments    are 

■♦  From  50I,  to  1*50!.  +   is.  8d. 

founder! 
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founded   in  the  gold  countries.     The  Jefuits  hadB  O  O  K. 
taken  advantage  of  the  influence  they   had  over  ^^    J^- 
government  to  evade  the  law,  which  forbade  any 
regular  orders  to  fettle  in  thofe  regions.     No  infti- 
tution  hath  been  powerful  enough,  lince  their  ejc- 
pulfion,  to  extort  fo  fignal  a  favour. 

Though  there  be  not  abfolutely  an  inquifition 
in  the  Brazils,  the  people  of  that  country  are  not. 
protected  from  the  outrages  of  that  barbarous  in- 
ftitution.  The  ecclefiaftics  of  the  colony,  who 
are  appointed  by  that  tribunal  to  be  their  agents, 
are  all  of  them  imbued  with  the  fame  fanguinary 
maxims.  Their  mercilefs  feverity  is  moftly  pro- 
voked by  accufations  of  Judaifm.  This  fort  of 
fury  rofe  to  fuch  an  enormous  height,  from  170? 
to  1718,  that  the  minds  of  all  men  were  im- 
preifed  with  terror,  and  mod  of  the  cuUures  were 
neglected. 

There  is  no  particular  ordonnance  in  the 
Brazils  for  flaves,  and  they  ought  to  be  tried  by 
the  common  law.  As  their  mailers  are  obliged 
to  feed  them,  and  that  it  is  become  a  general 
cuftom  to  allot  them  a  fmall  piece  of  ground, 
which  they  are  allowed  to  cultivate  for  their  own 
emolument,  thofe  among  them  who  are  induf- 
trious,  and  laborious,  are,  fooner  or  later, 
enabled  to  purchafe  their  liberty.  It  is  feldom 
refufed  them  -,  and  they  may  even  demand  it,  at 
the  price  fettled  by  the  regulations,  when  they 
find  themfelves  opprefled.  It  is,  probably,  for 
this  reafon,  that,  notwithdanding  the  great  faci- 
lity they  have  for  eloping,  yet  there  are  few 
fugitive  Negroes  throughout  this  vaft  continent. 
Thofe  few  who  are  four.d  in  the  country  of  thy- 
mines, only  employ  themfelves  quietly  at  a  dif- 
tance,  in  cultivating  the  productions  necefliuy  for 
their  fubfiftence. 
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BOOK     Such  of  the  Negroes  as  have  purchafed  their 

^^-     liberty,  enjoy  the  rights  of  citizens  as  well  as  the 

"^      'Mulattoes;  but  they  are  both  excluded  from  the 

priefthood,    and     from    any    civil    employment. 

Even  in  the  fervice  they  c^an  have  no  commiHion, 

except  in  their  own  batallions.     The  white  men 

feldom  marry  the  Negro  women ;  moft:  of  them 

go   no  farther  than    to  form    illegal   connexions 

with  them.     Thefe  connexions,  which  have  the 

fanXion  of  the  manners  of  the  country,    differ 

fcarcely  from   matrimony,  in  regions  where  men 

difpofe  of  their  fortunes  in  conformity  to  their  ca« 

prices  and  pafllons. 

Formrr         Xhe  ftate  of  the  Indians  hath  not  always  been 

f"ntitaw    ^^^  fame;  at  firft  they  were  feizcd  upon,  fold  in 

of  the  In- public  markets,  and  compelled  to  work  likeflaves 

tifttoPot  '^^  ^^""^  plantations. 

tugann""^  In  1570,  Sebaftian  forbade  that  any  Brazilian 
the  Bra-  fhould  be  made  a  fiave,  except  fuch  as  had  been 
*^^'  taken  prifoners  in   a  jull  war^    but  [his  law  was 

not  attended  to,  becaufe  the  Portuguefe  would 
have  thought  themfelves  difgraced  in  tilling  the 
ground  9  and  at  that  time  few  cultivators  had  been 
fent  to  Africa. 

The  edid  of  Philip  II.  which,  in  1595,  con- 
firmed the  orders  of  Sebaftian,  and  whhch  even 
reduced  to  ten  years  the  term  of  flavery,  to  thole 
whom  that  prince  had  allowed  to  be  kept  in  perpe- 
tual fervitude,  was  equally  difregarded. 

Two  mandates,  of  1605  ^"^  1609,  again  de- 
clared ail  the  Indians,  without  exception,  to  be 
entirely  free.  Philip  III.  being  informed  that 
his  commands  were  not  obeyed,  iflued  a  third 
law,  by  which  thofe  who  infringed  it,  were  con- 
demned to  fevcre  penalties.  But,  at  that  period, 
the  colony  was  ftill  governed  by  a  court  of  judica- 
ture, moft  of  the  members  of  which  were  born 
in  America  iifclf ;    fo  that  the   new  arrangements 

were 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  379 

were  not  much  more  refpeflcd  than  the  old  ones  3  o  q  K 
had  been.  IX. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  miflionaries  were  every 
day  exclaiming,  with  greater  vehemence,  againit 
the  tyranny  with  which  their  converts  were  op- 
preiTed,  In  1647,  the  new  court  of  Lifbon  gave 
way  to  their  prelfing  folicitations,  and  formally 
renewed  the  orders  which  forbade  the  detaining 
of  any  Brazilian  in  flavery.  The  fpirit  of  inde- 
pendence, which  manifefted  itfelf  throughout 
the  whole  colony,  convinced  that  ftill  tottering 
pov/er,  that  they  were  not  allowed  to  do  every 
thing  that  was  juft ;  and,  eight  years  after,  their 
orders  v/ere  qualified,  by  permitting  that  thofe  in- 
dividuals who  v/ere  born  of  a  Negro  mother,  and 
of  an  Indian  father,  might  be  kept  in  flavery. 

The  Dutch  had  juft  then  been  driven  from 
this  part  of  the  New  World,  The  connections 
with  the  coaft  of  Africa,  which  had  been  inter- 
rupted by  the  bloody  wars,  the  Portuguefe  had 
been  obliged  to  fuftain  againft  thofe  republicans, 
refumed  their  former  courfe.  The  population  of 
the  Negroes  was  increafed  in  the  Brazils.  Their 
fcrvices  foon  difgufted  the  Portuguefe  of  the  na- 
tives of  the  country,  who  were  weaker,  and  not 
fo  laborious.  Thofe  who  perifhed  were  not  replac- 
ed, and  that  fpecies  of  fervitude  was,  by  de- 
grees, abolifhed  every  where,  except  at  St.  Paul, 
at  Maragnan,  and  on  the  Amazon  river,  at  which 
places  there  were  not  yet  any  rich  fettlements, 
and  where  the  Portuguefe  were  not  capable  of 
purchafing  flaves.  The  decrees  iflued  in  1680, 
1713,  and  J  741,  to  extirpate  thefe  remains  of 
barbarifm,  were  of  no  effcd  ;  and  it  was  not  till 
1755,  that  all  the  Brazilians  became  really  free. 

At  this  period  they  were  declared  citizens  by 
government  -,  they  v/ere  to  enjoy  that  title  in  the 
fame    manner  as  their   conquerors.      The  fame 

road 


38o  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  road  was  laid  open  to  their  talents ;  and  they 
^^'  were  allowed  to  afpire  at  the  fame  dignities. 
An  event  fo  much  calculated  to  excite  the  emo- 
tions of  a  feeling  heart,  was  fcarce  attended  to. 
Pleafure,  fortune,  war,  politics,  engrol's  every 
body's  attention,  while  a  revolution,  fo  favour- 
able to  humanity,  almoft  generally  efcapes  our 
notice  ;  and  that  even  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
in  the  midll  of  that  enlightened  and  philofophical 
age.  The  happinefs  of  nations  is  much  talked  of, 
but  is  neither  perceived  nor  felt. 

All  the  faulty  operations  of  government  are 
attacked  with  feverity,  and  when  they,  by  chance, 
happen  to  do  any  good  a(ft,  a  general  filcnce  is 
oblerved.  Is  this  the  kind  of  acknowledgment 
which  the  people  ov/e  to  thofe  who  attend  to 
their  happinefs  ?  Or  is  this  fort  of  ingratitude 
calculated  to  attach  them  to  their  laborious  of- 
fices.''  Is  it  thus  they  can  be  induced  to  fill  ihcm 
with  diftindion  ?  If  ilie  people  expe(^~t  that  their 
murmurs  and  their  difcontents  fliould  be  attended 
to  when  they  are  oppreflTed,  they  fliould  exprefs 
their  joy  in  the  mofl  lively  manricr,  when  they 
have  obtained  redrefs.  Whenever  the  burden 
of  the  taxes  hath  been  alleviated,  let  the  houfes 
be  illuminated  ;  let  them  afl'emble  in  mukitudcF, 
and  fill  the  houfes  and  the  llrects,  let  them  light 
up  bonfires,  and  dance  and  fing  round  them ;  let 
them  pronounce  wiih  tranfport  the  name  of  their 
benefactor.  Is  there  one  among  all  the  diredors 
of  the  empire  who  would  not  be  gratified  wiili 
fuch  homage  ?  Is  there  one  who  could  ever  re- 
folve  to  quit  his  place,  or  who  could  die  without 
having  received  \t?  Is  there  a  man  who  would 
not  be  defirous  of  increafing  thefe  triumphs?  Is 
there  one  whofe  grandchildren  would  not  feel  a 
noble  pride,  in  hearing  it  faid  of  him,  his  ancef- 
tor  was  the  man  who  occafioned  the  lighting  up 

of 
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oF  bonfires  four  or  five  times,  during  the  courfeB  O  O  K. 
of  his  adminiftration  ?  Is  there  one  who  would  ^^• 
not  be  ambitioiis  of  bequeathing  fuch  a  mark  of 
diftindtion  to  his  defcendants?  Is  there  a  man 
who  would  dare  to  have  engraved  upon  his 
tomb  the  poft  he  had  filled  in  his  life  time,  with- 
out mentioning  the  public  feftivals  that  had  been 
celebrated  in  his  honour  ?  Such  a  filence  would 
transform  the  infcription  into  a  fatire.  The 
people  are  equally  abjecfl  in  prcfperity  as  in  ad- 
verfjty  ;  they  know  not  how  to  complain,  or  how 
to  rejoice. 

Some  men,  more  attentive  to  the  interefling 
fcenes  that  are  difplayed  from  time  to  time  on  the 
furface  of  the  globe,  conceived  a  good  opinion  of 
the  new  fyftem.  They  flattered  themfelves,  that 
the  Indians  would  apply  themfelves  to  cultivati- 
on, and  multiply  the  produdtions;  that  their  la- 
bours would  enable  them  to  procure  for  themfelves 
numberlefs  conveniences  which  they  had  not  yet 
enjoyed  ;  that  the  fight  of  their  happinefs  would 
dilgufl:  the  favages  of  their  forefts,  and  v/ould  de- 
termine them  to  a  more  quiet  way  of  living  ;  that 
an  entire  confidence  would  gradually  be  efta- 
bliihed  between  the  Americans  and  the  Euro- 
peans; and  that  they  would  in  time  become 
one  people.  They  flattered  themfelves  that  the 
court  of  Lifbon  would  have  the  prudence  not  to 
diflurb  fo  defireable  a  harmony  by  any  particu- 
lar diflindtions ;  that  they  would  endeavour,  by 
all  poflible  means,  to  obliterate  the  memory  of 
thofe  evils  which  they  had  brought  upon  the  New 
Hemifphere. 

But  how  far  are  we  from  feeing  thefe  flatter- 
ing hopes  fulfilled  !  In  the  provinces  of  Fernam- 
bucca,  of  Bahia,  of  Rio  Janeiro,  and  of  Minas- 
Geraes,  the  Brazilians  continue  to  be  mixed  with 
the  Portuguefe,  and  with  the  Negroes,  but  with- 
out 
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BOOKout  any  change  m  their  charadlers,  becaufe  no 
,  *^-  pains  hjve  been  taken  to  enlighten  ihem  ;  becaufe 
no  efft:)rts  have  been  made  to  overcome  their  na- 
tural lazinefs ;  becaufe  no  lands  have  been  diftri- 
buted  to  them,  and  becaufe  nothing  hath  been 
given  them  in  advance,  by  which  their  emulation 
might  probably  have  been  excited. 

At  Para,  at  Maragnan,  at  Matto-GroiTo,  at 
Goyas,  and  at  St.  Paul,  the  Indians  have  been 
united  in  a  hundred  and  feventeen  villages,  over 
each  of  which  a  white  man  prefidts.  It  is  his 
bufinels  to  fettle  the  occupations,  to  diredt  the 
cultures,  to  buy  and  to  fell  for  the  community  ; 
lo  punilli  and  to  reward.  It  is  he  who  delivers  to 
the  agents  of  government  the  tenth  of  the  territo- 
rial produdlions.  It  is  he  who  appoints  thofc 
among  them,  who  are  obliged  lo  fubmit  to  the  la- 
bours of  valTalagc  with  which  they  are  opprefled. 
Thcfc  fubaltern  agents,  difperfed  in  the  fcveral  co- 
lonies, are  fuperintended  by  a  chief,  who  is  veiled 
with  great  authority. 

The  opinions  of  men  have  been  divided  re- 
Ipetting  thefe  regulations.  A  writer,  who  hath 
never  been  out  of  Europe,  would  be  confidered  as 
a  very  bold  man,  fhould  he  venture  to  decide  be- 
tween two  parties,  which  an  experience  of  three 
centuries  hath  not  been  able  to  reconcile.  But  let 
me  at  leall:  be  permitted  to  obferve,  that  one  of 
the  mod  enlightened  men  that  ever  lived  at  the 
Brazils,  hath  frequently  told  me,  that  the  Indians, 
who  are  fuft'ered  to  be  their  own  niafters  in  the 
Portuguefe  colony,  are  very  fuperior  in  under- 
Handing  and  induftry  to  ihofe  who  are  kept  under 
perpetual  tuition. 
Prerent  Th?.  government  of  Para  is  the  mofl:  northern 

Goveni-  of  any  of  thele  colonies.  It  comprehends  that 
xnenc  of  portion  of  Guiana  which  belongs  to  the  Portu- 
^*'"*'        guefe  i    tlie  borders  of   the  Amazon,    from  the 

conflux 
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conflux  of  the  Madeira  and  the  Mamore ;  and  toB  o  o  k 
thceaft,  all  that  fpace  which  extends  as  far  as  the      ^X. 
river  of  the  Tocantines.     This  is  the  moft  barren 
and  the  moft  unwholcfomc  country  in  thefe  re- 
gions. 

No  produftions  can  be  expeded  in  Guiana, 
except  on  the  Black  River,  the  elevated  banks  of 
which  would  be  very  fit  for  all  the  producStions 
that  enrich  the  bcfl  colonies  of  America.  But  this 
country  is  only  inhabited  by  Indians,  who  are 
almoft  folely  employed  in  the  turtle  fifhery,  and 
whom  it  hath  not  yet  been  poflibie  to  fix  to  any 
thing  but  the  cutting  of  fome  woods  for  cabinet- 
work. This  river  receives  thatof  Cayari,  where, 
in  1749,  afilver  mine  was  difcovered,  which  un- 
doubtedly, for  fome  political  reafons,  hath  never 
been  worked. 

The  borders  of  the  Amazsm,  on  the  north  fide, 
are  almoft  under  water.  The  fmall  quantity  of 
dry  land  that  is  found  there,  is  perpetually  infefted 
with  all  kinds  of  infeds. 

Though  the  fouth  part  of  the  Amazon  be 
marfhy  in  many  places,  yet  it's  foil  is  commonly 
more  firm,  and  lefs  infefted  with  reptiles.  The 
great  and  numerous  rivers  which  empty  them- 
ibives  into  it,  afford  ftill  greater  refources  for  cul- 
tivation, and  yet  there  is  no  fettlement  formed 
upon  them. 

The  Portuguefe  navigators  did  not  enter  the 
Amazon  before  the  year  1535.  Ayres  d'Acunha 
a.nd  his  foUov/ers  were  almoft  all  fhip wrecked  there. 
It  was  not  till  16 15,  that  Francis  Caldeira  laid  the 
foundations  of  a  town,  which  was  called  Eelem, 
en  the  banks  of  the  rivers.  In  1663,  the  terri- 
tory of  Macapa  v/as  given  by  government  to 
B'rnto  Maciel  Parente,  and  aftcrv/ards  the  ifland 
of  Joanna  to  Macedo :  but  thefe  tv/o  grants  have 
been  fmce  reunited  to  the  crown,  the  firft  by  the 

extindlion 
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BOOK  extin^ion  of  the  family  that  had  obtained  it,  and 
^X-      the  fecond  by  exchanges. 

The  Porttiguefe  contented  themfclves,  for  a 
long  time,  with  making  excurfions  of  greater  or 
lefs  extent,  to  carry  off  feme  Brazilians.  They 
were  a  (<^t  of  turbulent  and  d.uing  favages,  who  were 
endeavouring  to  fubdue  other  lavages  lefs  ftrong 
and  lefs  courageous  than  themfelves.  Thefe  de- 
ftrudive  fatigues,  thefe  unavailing  cruelties,  had 
lalled  for  the  fpace  of  a  century,  when  fome  mif- 
fionaries  undertook  to  civilize  the  wandering  Indi- 
ans. They  have  aJltmbled  no  inconfiderable  num- 
ber of  them  in  fcvcnty-eight  villages,  but  without 
b^ing  able  entirely  to  fix  them  there.  After  hav- 
ing (pent  four  or  five  months  in  a  fedentary  and  idle 
hfe,  tliefe  men,  attracted  by  their  ancient  habits, 
forfook  their  habitations  and  families,  in  order  to 
gather  in  the  forerts  the  produflions  of  unculti- 
vated nature,  which,  with  very  little  labour,  they 
might  have  procured  at  home,  or  might  have 
fubftituted  to  them  others  of  a  fuperior  quality. 
The  wild  cocoa,  the  vanilla,  the  tortoife,  and 
crab-fliclls,  the  firfaparilla,  the  capivi  balfam, 
and  the  vegetable  wool,  which  are  collefted  in 
thefe  ruinous  excuifions,  that  are  renewed  every 
year,  are  carried  to  Belem,  the  capital  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

This  town,  which  is  built  at  the  diftance  of 
twenty  leagues  from  the  fea,  and  upon  a  foil  that 
rifes  thirteen  feet  r.bove  the  level  of  the  ocean,  was 
for  a  long  time  nothing  more  than  a  flaple,  to  which 
the  riches  of  the  favages  was  conveyed  from  tl'.c 
inl.ind  country.  Some  negroes,  whom  it  hath  at 
laft  procured,  have  cultivated  in  it's  neighbour- 
hood a  fmall  quantity  of  cotton,  which  is  after- 
vaids  manufactured  in  the  country  itfelf;  and 
fome  fugar-ccnes,  the  indifferent  produce  of 
uhich  is  afterwards  made  into  brandy.    They  have 

alfo 
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alfo  cultivated  coffee,  rice,  and  cocoa,  for  ex-B 
portation.  The  fale  of  the  flocks,  which  grazed^ 
in  the  ifland  of  Marajo,  was  for  a  confiderable 
time  one  of  their  refources.  At  prefcnt  they  have 
fcarce  oxen  enough  remaining  for  their  own  con- 
fumption. 

Before  the  year  1755,  this  eftablifhment  re- 
ceived every  year  from  the  mother-country  from 
thirteen  to  fourteen  (hips.  Since  it  hath  been 
fubjeded  by  a  millakcn  or  corrupted  miniftry 
to  a  monopoly,  it  receives  no  more  than  five  or 
lix.  The  value  of  it's  exports  feldom  exceeds 
600,000  livres*.  This  feeble  produce  is  not 
much  increafcd  by  the  wood  for  building,  which 
the  government  buys  up,  and  carries  away  upon 
it's  (hips. 

The  population  of  the  colony  confifts  of  four 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  white 
men,  of  nine  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  nine- 
teen black  flaves,  or  free  Muiattoes,  and  of  thirty- 
four  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four  In- 
dians. 

This  country,  which  in  1778  hath  been  re- 
lieved from  the  oppreflion  neceffarily  attending 
an  exclufive  privilege,  will  undoubtedly  avail 
itfelf  of  it's  liberty.  The  port  of  Belem,  which 
is  called  Para,  a  name  which  is  likewife  fomc- 
times  given  to  the  city,  doth  not  oppofe  fo  many 
obftacles  to  the  fuccels  of  any  enterprife  as  is 
commonly  imagined.  It  is,  indeed,  difficult  of 
accefs.  Currents  vi-hich  run  in  contrary  direc- 
tions, and  which  are  occafioned  by  a  multitude 
of  fmall  iflands,  render  the  navigation  of  fliips 
flow  and  uncertain.  But  when  once  they  get  into 
the  harbour,  they  anchor  in  a  muddy  bottom, 
with  four,  five,  or  fix  fathom  of  water.  The  ca- 
nal which  leads  up  to  it  grows,  however,  more 
♦  25,0001, 

Vol.  III.  C  c  ftiallow 
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BOO  Krhallow  every  day  ;  and  in  a  fhort  lime  it  will  not 

^^-      be  pradicable,  if,  as  it  mull  be  fuppofed,  the  wa- 

^^     "^      'ters  continue   to  depofit   as  miich  earth   as    they 

have  dragged  into  it  fo"  this  ktlt  century. 
State  of  .  ^Hji  Maragnan  is  Teparatcd  iVom  Para  on  the 
venmicnt  North,  by  the  river  o(  the  Tocantiiies;  from 
ef  Maiat-Goyaz  on  the  South,  by  that  of  the  Cordeleirias 
ji*n.  mountains,  which  is  called  Guacuragua  ;  and  on 
the  Weft,  from  Fernambucca  by  the  Ypiapaba 
mountains. 

The  Portuguefe  arrived  for  the  firft  time  in 
this  province  in  1535;  and  ihey  were  c^ifh  upon 
it  by  a  ftorm  ;  but  they  did  not  fettle  there  'till 
1599.  The  Frencli  feized  upon  it  in  i6i2»  and 
were  driven  from  thence  three  years  after.  It  re- 
mained under  the  yoke  of  the  Dutch  frorn  1641 
to  1644;  at  which  period  the  firlT:  ufurpers  again 
took  poffeliion  of  it,  and  have  kept  it  ever 
tince. 

The  bufinefs  of  colkding  the  ambergreafe 
upon  the  coafts,  which  was  the  amufcment  of  the 
lavages,  became  the  occupation  of  the  firft  Euro- 
peans. This  trifling  refource  was  foon  exhaufted, 
and  no  other  was  fubftituted  to  it,  as  there  ought 
to  have  been.  The  lettlement  continued  for  a 
long  time  in  a  languifliing  ftnte ;  and  it  hath 
been  but  lately  perceived,  that  the  cotton  which 
j'.rew  upon  this  territory  was  the  beft  in  the  New 
World.  The  culture  of  this  plant  increafes 
daily  i  and  for  fome  years  paft  that  of  rice  hath 
•been  joined  to  it,  though  it  be  of  an  inferior 
quality  to  the  rice  of  the  Levant,  and  even  to 
that  of  North  America.  Several  attempts  have 
been  made  to  produce  filk  there  ;  but  the  climate 
hath  been  found  totally  unfit  for  it.  The  pro- 
jed,  however,  of  enriching  the  country  by  the 
culture  of  indigo,  fcems  to  promife  much  fuccefs. 

The 
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The  fineft  arnotto  of  the  Brazils  is  already  gather-  BOOK 
ed  there.  .    ^^• 

The  part  of  the  colony  firft  peopled  was  the 
iOand  of  Saint  Louis,  which  is  feven  leagues  long 
and  four  broad,  and  which  is  feparated  from  the 
continent  only  by  a  very  fmall  river.  There  is 
a  town  of  the  fame  name  in  it,  where  all  the  trade 
is  tranfaded,  although  it  hath  a  bad  harbour. 
Some  cultivations  are  carried  on  there ;  but  the 
mod  confiderable  are  on  the  continent,  upon  the 
rivers  of  Ytapicorie,  of  Mony,  of  Iquara,  of 
Pindare,  and  of  Meary. 

In  the  fame  government,  and  towards  the  back 
of  the  province,  is  the  country  of  Pouchy,  where 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Paul  penetrated  m  157 1.  It 
was  not  conquered  without  much  difficulty,  and 
is  not  yet  entirely  fubdued  on  the  Eaftern  fide. 
It's  foil  is  uneven  and  fandy,  though  exceedingly 
elevated.  It  is  inhabited  by  fhepherds.  Upon 
this  foil,  which  is  covered  with  faltpetre,  they 
rear  a  confiderable  number  of  horfes  and  horned 
cattle,  which  are  fold  to  tolerable  advantage  in 
the  neighbouring  countries-,  but  the  fheep  dege- 
nerate there,  as  well  as  in  the  reft  of  the  Brazils, 
except  in  the  Coritibe.  Unfortunately  the  too 
frequent  droughts,  and  the  exceflive  heats,  very 
often  deftroy  whole  flocks,  when  fufficient  at- 
tention is  not  paid  to  lead  them  in  time  to  diftant 
paftures. 

The  mines  of  fulphur,  alum,  copperas,  iron, 
lead,  and  antimony,  are  very  common,  and  very 
iiiperficial,  in  thefe  mountains,  and  yet  none  of 
them  have  been  opened.  PermiiTion  was  indeed 
given,  in  1572,  to  work  the  filver  one  which  had 
been  difcovered  three  or  four  years  before:  but 
very  foon  after  the  court  retradled  this  pcrmilTion, 
for  reafons  that  are  nor  knowr\  to  us. 

C  c  2  T«rs 
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BOOK     This   government  confifls  of   eight  thoiifand 
^  _  3^-     nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  white  men,  feven- 
tcen  thoiifand  eight  hundred  and    forty-four  Ne- 
groes,   or  free  Mulattoes,    and   flaves  -,    and  of 
thirty-eight  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-fe- 
ven  Indians,  either  fcattered,  or  aflembled  in  ten 
villages.     The  exportations  have  not  as  yet  been 
equal  to  this  degree  of  population.     Their  value 
was  little  more   than  6  or  700,000  livres*;    but 
fmcc  the  monopoly  hath  been  abolifhed,  it  muft 
become  more  confidcrable. 
Sttteof         The  province  which  follows  that  of  Maragnan, 
^*^S"-      and    which  is  called  Fernambucca,  was  formed 

vernment  c  c  •  n 

©f  Fer-     out  ot  lour  private  eltaies, 

nambucca.  Fernambucca  itfelf  was  given,  in  1527,  to 
Edward  Coelho  ;  and  was  reunited  to  the  crown 
as  a  conquefl,  after  the  Dutch  had  been  driven 
from  it  in  1654. 

The  hiftorian  Dc  Barros  obtained  the  diftridl 
of  Paraiba  from  John  III.,  but  he  negledled  the 
peopling  of  it.  Some  vagabonds  went  over  in 
1560,  and  in  1591  were  (ubdued  by  the  French, 
who  were  foon  obliged  to  evacuate  it.  Philip  III. 
caufed  a  city  to  be  ercdled  upon  this  royal  do- 
main, which  is  at  prefent  known  by  the  name  of 
Notre  Dame  de  Neves. 

Thk  property  of  Rio-Grande,  a  diftri(ft  which 
had  'till  then  been  entirely  negledted,  was  ceded 
to  Emanuel  Jordan  in  1654.  The  fhipwreck 
of  this  enterprifing  man,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour,  reftored  to  the  hands  of  government, 
lands,  which  were  foon  after  cultivated  by  fomc  in- 
dividuals. 

It  is  not  known  at  what  time,  nor  to  whom, 
Tamaraca  had  been  granted  ;  but  it  became  a  na- 
tional pofTeflion  again  foon  after  the  elevation  of 
the  houfc  of  Braganza  to  the  throne  of  Portugal. 

•  From  25,0001.  to  39,166!.  13s.  4cl. 
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This  flourifhing  government  is  at  prefent  fur-^  ^^  ^ 
rounded  by  the  river  St.  Francis,  and  by  feveral 
branches  of  the  Cordeleirias.  The  coafts  afford  a 
fmall  quantity  of  cotton.  In  no  country  of  thefe 
regions  fugar  is  to  be  found  in  fuch  great  perfec- 
tion as  upon  thofe  plains,  which  are  well  watered. 
The  mountains  are  covered  with  horned  cattle, 
which  fupply  a  great  quantity  of  leather.  This 
diftrid  alone  furnifhes  the  Brazil  wood. 

The  tree  which  it  is  taken  from  is  not  perfe<5lly 
known  by  the  botanifts.  It  is,  however,  be- 
lieved, that  it  is  in  fome  refpeds  analagous  to  the 
brefillet  of  the  Antilles,  and  to  the  tara,  or  poin- 
ciana  fpinofa  of  Peru.  Thofe  who  have  defcribed 
it  affirm,  that  it  is  tall,  very  branchy,  and  co- 
vered with  a  brown  bark  full  of  thorns.  It's 
leaves  are  compofed  of  a  common  cofta,  which 
fupports  from  four  to  fix  other  coftas,  furnifhed 
with  two  rows  of  fmall  green  leaves,  fhining,  and 
refcmbling  the  leaves  of  box.  The  flowers,  dif- 
pofed  in  clufters  towards  the  extremity  of  the 
branches,  are  fmall,  and  more  odoriferous  than 
thofe  of  the  lilly :  they  have  a  calix  with  five  di- 
vifions,  ten  flamina,  and  five  petals,  four  of 
which  are  yellow,  and  the  fifth  is  of  a  beautiful 
red  colour.  Their  piftil  becomes  an  oblong  flat- 
tened pod,  fluck  full  of  points,  and  filled  with 
fome  red  feeds. 

The  bark  of  this  tree  is  fo  thick,  that  the  wood 
is  reduced  almoft  to  nothing  when  ftripped  of  it. 
This  wood  is  very  fit  for  works  of  turnery,  and 
takes  a  good  polifli :  but  it's  principal  w(t  is  in  the 
red  dye,  where  it  fupplies  the  place  of  double  the 
quantity  of  logwood.  The  mod  arid  foils,  and 
the  mod  craggy  rocks,  are  the  places  which  it 
chiefly  delights  in. 

The  trade  of  this  wood  is  monopolized,  and 
it  belongs  to  the  Queen's  houfchold.     The  firll 
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B  O  O  Kdealers  in  this  article  agreed  to  receive  annually 
A^  ,  in  the  magazines  ot  government,  where  it  is  de- 
pofued,  thirty  thouland  quintals  of  it,  at  30 
livres  *  the  quintal.  It  was  difcovered,  after  feve- 
ral  experiments,  that  this  quantity  war,  not  con- 
fumed  in  Europe,  and  they  were  obliged  to  take 
no  more  than  twenty  thoufand  quintals,  but  it 
was  raifed  to  40  livres  -|-  the  quintal  Such  is  the 
prefent  contradl,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  two 
Englifhmen  fettled  in  Portugal.  They  give 
800,000  livres  j;  for  the  wood  with  which  they 
are  furnifhed,  and  fell  it  at  Lifbon  itfelf  for 
1,000,000  livres  §.  The  expences  they  are  at 
amount  to  1 28,000  livres  || ;  and  tbeiefore  the 
profits  are  72*000  livres^. 

The  population  of  Fernambucca  confifts  of 
nineteen  ihourand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-five  white 
men,  thirty-nine  thoufand  one  hundred  thirty- 
two  Negroes,  or  Mulattoes,  and  thirty-ihree 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty-tight  Indians. 
There  are  four  harbours  fit  to  receive  fmall  veffels. 
That  where  the  fhoal  is,  which  is  the  port  of  Olin- 
da,  can  admit  larger  Hups;  bur  they  are  neither 
conveniently  fituated  nor  in  fafety. 

The  illand  of  Fernando  de  Nornnha  is  at  fixty 
leagues  diftance  from  thefe  coafts  of  Fcrnam- 
bucca;  but  it  is  under  it's  dependence.  The 
Portuguefe,  who  had  at  firft  fettled  there,  foon 
forfook  it;  but  in  1738,  the  court  of  Lifbon, 
fufpedting  that  the  French  Eafl  India  Company 
meant  to  take  poffeflion  of  it,  built  Teven  forts 
there,  conflruded  with  great  fkill.  They  are  pro- 
vided with  artillery,  and  defended  with  a  garrifon 
of  regular  troops,  which  is  relieved  every  fix 
months.     There  are  no  o;her  inhabitants  but  a  few 

*   il.  i'S.  +   il.  13R.  4cl. 

t  33,3351- <5s.  Sd.  ^  41,6661.  13s.  4d 
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exiles,  a  fmall  number  of  very  indigent  Meflccs,  B  OO  K 
and  the  Indians  who   ate  employed  in  the  public,  J-^- 
labours.      Though    this  foil,  be   deep  and  good,  ^^'>^'^~*-^ 
no  kind  of  cultivation   hiith  ever  fucceeded  there, 
becaufe  the   rains  do   not  fall  for  three   or   four 
years   together.     From   the  month  of  December 
till  the  month  of  April,    turtles  are  the  only  food  • 
after  that    time  they  difappear,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants have  no  refource  but  in  the  provifions  fent 
from  the  continent.     There  are  two  harbours  for  - 
foreign  vellels  in  the  ifland,  where  fhips  of  all  rates 
are  in  fafety,  when  North  and  Weft  winds  do  not 
prevail. 

The  government  of  Bahia  is  inclofed  by  the  ri-'Stateof 
ver   St,  Francis  on  the  Norih,  by  the  river  Doce •^^^^^"^^.^^ 
on ,  the  South,    and  by   the   river  Preto,  one  of  of  Bahia. 
the  arms  of  the    Green  River,  on   the   Eaft.     It. 
confiils  of  the  caprainlhip  of  Xegerippe,   the  re- 
volutions of  which  are  not  known  to  us  ;  of  the- 
captainfhip  of   Itheos,    of  which  George  de  Fi- 
gueredo  was  deprived,  after  it's  deflrudion  by  the 
Aimores-Indians ;  of  the  captainfhip  of  Porto  Se- 
guro,  which  returned  to  the  crown  after  the  ex- 
tindion  of  the  family  of  the  Tourinhos ;  and  of 
the  country  of  Bahia,  which   was  never  a  private 
property. 

San  Salvador,  the  capital  of  this  fettlement, 
was  for  a  long  time  that  of  all  the  Brazils.  The 
way  to  it  is  by  the  bay  of  All  Saints,  which  is  two 
leagues  and  a  half  broad  at  the  entrance.  On 
each  fide  ftands  a  fortrefs,  intended  rather  to  pre- 
vent landing,  than  to  hinder  fhips  from  pafling 
by.  It  is  thirteen  or  fourteen  leagues  in  length, 
and  interfperfed  with  little  iflands,  which  are  full 
of  cotton  trees,  and  form  an  agreeable  profpedh 
It  grows  narrow  towards  the  bottom,  which  i«? 
fhekered  from  every  attack,  and  makes  an  excel- 
lent harbour  for  the    moft  nurnerous  fleets.     Thjs 

lowa 
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BOO  Ktown  commands  this  harbour,  being  built  on  the 
_IX^    flope  of  a  ftcep  hill. 

This  city  contains  two  thcufand  houfcs, 
which  are  mod  of  them  built  with  great  magni- 
ficence. The  furniture  here  is  the  more  rich  and 
elegant,  as  extravagance  in  drefs  is  ftri(f\ly  prohi- 
bited. By  a  very  old  law,  which  hath  often  been 
broken,  and  which  extends  to  ihe  New  World 
fince  the  year  1749,  the  Portuguefe  arc  forbid- 
den to  wear  any  gold  or  filver  fluffs,  or  any  laced 
clothes  J  but  their  paflion  for  (hew,  which  no 
laws  can  eradicate,  hath  induced  them  to  con- 
trive feme  fubflitute,  and  to  wear  diamond 
erodes,  medals,  and  chaplets,  or  beads,  the  rich 
enfigns  of  a  poor  religion.  The  gold  they  cannot 
wear  themfelves,  they  laviHi  to  adorn  their  do- 
meftic  flaves. 

As  the  fituation  of  the  town  will  not  admit  of 
coaches,  the  rich,  who  will  always  be  diflinguilhed 
from  the  vulgar,  have  contrived  to  be  carried  in 
cotton  hammocks.  Supinely  (tretched  upon  vel- 
vet cufhions,  and  furrounded  with  filken  curtains, 
which  they  open  and  fhut  at  pleafure,  thofe  proud 
and  lazy  mortals  move  about  more  voluptuoufly, 
though  with  lefs  expedition,  than  in  the  moft  eafy 
and  elegant  carriages. 

The  women  feldom  enjoy  this  luxury.  Thefe 
people,  who  are  fuperftitious  to  a  degree  of  fana- 
ticifm,  will  hardly  allow  them  to  go  to  church,  co- 
vered with  their  cloaks,  on  high  feftivals;  and  no 
one  is  fuffered  to  fee  them  in  their  own  houfes. 
This  reflraint,  which  is  the  efftd  of  an  ungovern- 
able jealoufy,  doth  not  prevent  them  from  carrying 
on  intrigues,  though  they  are  fure  of  being  ftabbed 
to  death  upon  the  flightefl  fufpicion.  By  a  lenity 
more  judicious  than  our's,  a  girl  who,  without 
her  mother's  confcnt,  or  even  under  her  protec- 
tion,  yields  to  the  importunities  of  a  lover,  is 

treated 
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treated  with  lefs  feverity.  But  if  the  father  can-B  O  O  K 
not  conceal  her  infamy  by  dilpofing  of  her  in  mar-^  IX. 
riage,  he  abandons  her  to  the  fcandalous  trade  of  a 
courtezan.  Thus  it  is  that  riches  bring  on  a  train 
of  vices  and  corruption,  efpecially  when  they  arc 
acquired  by  bloodflicd  and  murder,  and  are  rot 
preferved  by  labour. 

The  want  of  fociety,  confequent  upon  the  re- 
paration of  the  fexes,  is  not  the  only  impediment 
to  the  pleafures  and  enjoyments  of  life  at  Bahia. 
The  hypocrify  of  fome,  the  fuperftition  of  others  j 
avarice  within,  and  pompous  parade  without ;  ex- 
treme effeminacy,  bordering  upon  extreme  cruel- 
ty, in  a  climate  where  all  the  fenfations  are  quick 
and  impetuous ;  the  diftrufl:  that  attends  weak- 
nefs ;  the  indolence  that  trufts  every  thing  to 
flavey,  whether  it  relate  to  plcafurc  or  bulinefs: 
all  the  vices  that  are  to  be  found,  either  feparately 
or  coUedively,  in  the  mod  corrupt  fouthern  coun- 
tries, conftitute  the  character  of  the  Portuguefe  at 
Bahia.  However,  the  depravity  of  their  manners 
feems  to  decreafe,  fince  they  are  become  rather 
more  enlightened.  The  acquifition  of  know- 
ledge, the  abufe  of  which  will  fometimcs  corrupt 
virtuous  nations,  may  refine,  if  not  reform,  a  de- 
generate nation  ;  it  will  at  lead  make  crimes  ieis 
frequent,  will  caft  a  varnifh  of  elegance  over  cor- 
ruption, and  will  introduce  an  hypocritical  kind  of 
urbanity,  and  a  contempt  for  the  grolTer  vices. 

Though  San  Salvador  be  no  longer  the  capital 
of  the  Brazils,  yet  the  province  is  ftill  the  moll 
populous  of  the  colony.  It  confiftsof  thirty  nine 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-four  white 
men,  and  fixty-eight  thoufand  and  twenty-four 
Negroes.  It  (hares  with  the  other  colonies  the  cul- 
ture of  fugar,  cotton,  and  of  fome  other  produ6\i- 
ons ;  and  hath  the  advantage  over  them  of  the 
fifhery,  and  of  tobacco. 

The 
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BOOK  The  whale-filliery  hath  been  very  anciently 
J^  ^eftablilhed  in  the  Brazils.  All  the  Portugiieie  of 
the  Old  and  of  the  New  World  had  enjoyed, 
from  it's  firfl  rile,  the  natural  rights  of  this 
fifhery  ;  but  it  hath  been,  for  a  long  time  paft, 
fubjeded  to  an  cxclufive  privilege,  purchafcd  by 
a  company  formed  at  Lifbon,  whofe  fhips  are 
freighted  at  Bahia.  It's  annual  produce  confift?, 
at  prefcnt,  of  three  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
thirty  pipes  of  oil,  which,  at  the  rate  of  175 
livres  {a)  the  pipe,  amounts  to  617,750  livres  {b)  ; 
and  of  two  thoufand  and  ninety  quintals  of  whale- 
bone, which,  at  the  rate  of  150  livres  {c)  the  quin- 
tal, amount  to  313,500  livres  (^).  Thefe  two 
Aims  added  together,  amount  to  931,250  livres  ((>). 
The  monopolizers  give  to  government  300,000 
livres (/).  Their  expences  do  not  exceed  268,750 
livres  (^);  and  their  profits  amount  to  362,500 
livres  {b). 

This  branch  of  induflry  mud  be  entirely  Q;iven 
up,  unlefs  it  be  immediately  put  upon  a  different 
footing.  Nothing  but  an  unlimited  freedom  of 
trade  can  poflibly  fuftain  the  competition  of  the 
American  traders,  whofe  acftivity  hnih  already  ex- 
tended itfclf  as  far  as  ihofe  diftant  feas,  and  flili 
beyond  them.  The  court  of  Lifl^on  ought  even 
to  encourage,  by  all  polTiblc  means,  the  whale- 
fifhery  \n  the  Cape  de  Verd  lllands,  and  in  the 
other  iflands  near  the  burning  fhores  of  Africa, 
which  are  at  prefent  fo  ufelefs  to  them. 

Though  mofl  of  the  countries  of  Brazil  fur- 
nifli  a  fmall  quantity  of  tobacco,  it  may  be 
faid,  that  this  article  hath  not. become  an  obje6t 
of  conRquencc  any  where,  except  at  Bahia.     h 

(a)  7I.  53.  icd.  {b)  25,7401.  IS.  8d. 

{c)  61.  5$.  \(h  13,062!  los. 

(?)  58,802!.  IS.  8d.  {/)  12,5001. 

V/)  11,198!.  >s.  4d:  (/*)i5,i54l.  3s.4d.     ,    ^     . 
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thrives  in  a  fpace  of  ninety  leagues,  and  in  the  B  o  O  K 
diftrifl  of  Cachoeira  ftill  better  ihan  in  any  other  ^  ^^ 
place.  This  produdion  had  for  a  long  time  been 
enrrching  the  province,  when  the  taxes  with 
which  it  was  loaded,  on  it's  exportation  from 
Portugal,  raifed  it's  price  fo  high  as  to  prevent 
the  confumption  of  it.  There  was  fo  little  de- 
mand for  it  in  foreign  markets,  that  in  1773, 
the  cargoes  of  it  did  not  exceed  eight-and-twenty 
thoufand  quintals.  The  year  following,  the 
duties,  which  amounted  to  27  livres  12  fols  (r?) 
per  hundred  weight,  were  fuppreiTed,  and  this 
cultivation  immediately  recovered  it's  former 
profperity.  The  colonifl:  then  received  for  this 
commodity  22  livres  16  fols  (Z>)  per  quintal,  in- 
ftead  of  12  livres  10  fols  (r),  which  he  received 
before. 

Ten  thoufand  quintals  of  inferior  tobacco  are 
fent  annually  from  the  Brazils  to  the  coafts  of 
Africa,  which  being  purchafed  in  the  colony 
itfelf,  even  at  the  rate  of  18  livres  {d)  per  hundred 
weight,  bring  in  180,000  livres  (^),  Fifty-eight 
thoufand  five  hundred  quintals  are  fent  into  Por- 
tugal, which,  at  their  firft  entrance  into  the 
country,  are  fold  for  40  livres  (/)  the  hundred 
weight ;  the  total  value  of  which  is  2,340,000 
livres  (^),  and  the  two  fums  put  together,  amount 
to  2,520,000  livres  {h). 

Every  fpeculator  is  allowed  to  purchafe  the 
tobacco  that  is  conveyed  to  the  mother-country  ; 
but  it  muft  be  depofited  in  a  public  warehoufe, 
where  it  pays  two  fols  fix  deniers  (;')  per  quintal  to 
the  government  for  fbore-room.  From  this  ware- 
houlc  is  taken  that  quantity  of  tobacco  which  the 
kingdom  is  not  in  want  of,  and  which  is  to  be 

{a)  il.  3s.  {b)  19s.  (0  los.  5d. 

(^j  15s.  (0  7,50ol-  (/)  '>•  J3''-  4d. 

(^)  57,500].  (4).i05,ooel,         (/)  About  five  farthings. 

difpofed 
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BOO  Kdifpofed  of  to  foreign  nations.  Genoa  purchalcs 
^^-  that  of  the  beft  quality.  Spain,  as  well  as  Portu- 
gal, confumes  only  the  fecond  fort,  and  Hamburgh 
is  fatisfied  wirh  the  mofl  inferior  kind  of  tobiicco. 
it  is  this  which  is  alfo  purchafed  by  the  French, 
&nd  other  navigators,  who  are  in  want  of  it  for 
their  Negro  trade. 

The  purchafer  freely  applies  to  the  merchants 
in  whom  he  confides  ;  but  the  court  of  Madrid, 
who  never  have  any  tobacco  bought  but  for 
fmoaking,  ufuaily  employ  only  one  agent,  to 
whom  they  pay  for  it  at  the  rate  of  nine  fols  {a)  the 
pound. 

Portugal,  Madeira,  and  the  Azores,  where 
the  tobacco  is  equally  monopolized  by  the  crown, 
do  not  confume  annually,  for  fmoaking,  more 
than  feven  hundred  thoufand  weight  of  it,  which, 
at  the  rate  of  five  livres  (If)  the  pound,  mull 
amount  to  3,520,000  livres  (c) ;  and  in  fnuft',  only 
five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thoufand  pounds, 
vhich,  at  the  rate  of  feven  livres  ten  fols  (d) 
per  pound,  muft  produce  3,960,000  livres  (e)  ;  fo 
that  the  whole  amount  of  this  article  is  7,480,000 
livres  (/).  The  government,  however,  does  not 
receive  more  than  5,481,250  livres  (j^).  The 
remainder  of  the  fum  is  expended  in  the  pur- 
chafe  of  materials,  the  expcnces  of  preparing  the 
tobacco,  and  the  profits  of  the  people  who 
farm  it. 

The  fnuff  which  is  con  fumed  in  Africa,  and 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  is  likewife  under  the  yoke  of 
monopoly  j  but  it  is  the  queen's  revenue.  She 
receives  450,000  livres  (b)  for  one  hundred  and 
fihy  quintals,  which  arc  annually  fent  to  thofe 

(a)  4d.  h.  {i)  4s.  2d. 

(f)  146,6661.  13s.  4d.  {/)  6s.  3d. 

(*•)  i6s,oool.  (/)  311,6661.  13s.  4d. 

{g)  128,3851.  8s.  4d.  {A)  18,7501. 

diftant 
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diflant   regions-,    exclufive  of   the  profits  whlchsooK 
mvift  arife  from  the  fale  of  the  pepper  that  is  fent      ^^• 
froiti  Goa  in  exchange. 

The  government  of  Rio  Janeiro  almoft  totally  State  of 
occupies  the  long  coaft,  which  commences  at  ihe^^^s°- 
river  Doce,  and  ends  at   that  of  Rio  Grande  of  of  Rio  ja- 
St.  Peter;    and  in   the   inland   countries,    it    is^eiro* 
bounded  only  by  the  enormous  chain  of  moun- 
tains which  extends  from  Una  to  Minas-Geraes. 
It  has  abforbed  the  captainfhips  of  St.  Efprit,  of 
Cabofrio,  and  of  the  South  Paraiba,  granted  by 
government  at  different  periods,  and  which  have 
fallen   in  again  in  feveral  ways  to  the  domains  of 
the  crown. 

The  cultures  remained  for  a  long  time  in  a 
languid  ftate,  in  this  fpacious  and  beautiful  pro- 
vince :  but  they  daily  acquire  fome  importance. 
Tobacco,  indeed,  is  neither  better,  nor  in  greater 
plenty,  than  it  was  formerly ;  but  for  thefc  three 
years  pall  the  fugar-canes  have  multiplied  there, 
and  more  efpeciaily  in  the  plains  of  Guatacazes. 
Twelve  modern  plantations  of  excellent  Indigo, 
announce  a  more  confiderable  number,  and  a 
tolerable  quantity  of  coffee  hath  been  brought 
from  ihence  by  the  lafl:  fhips.  •  The  fouthern  dif- 
tri6\s  of  the  colony,  as  far  as  Rio  Grande,  fur- 
nifh  a  great  many  hides,  fome  flour,  and  very 
good  fait  provifions.  There  are  fourteen  or  fif- 
teen different  kinds  of  wood  for  dying,  which  will 
foon  be  cut  down  ;  and  feven  or  eight  forts  of 
gums,  which  will  at  laft  be  gathered.  Two  plants 
were  difcovered  at  Bahia,  about  tv/enty  years  ago, 
which  are  known  by  the  names  of  Curuata,  and 
Tocum,  and  which  might  be  employed  for  fails 
and  cordage.  A  fmall  fhrub,  infinitely  more  fit 
for  thcfe  purpofes,  hath  been  lately  difcovered  on 
the  territory  of  Rio  Janeiro,  and  is  very  common. 
It  is  fometimes  white,  fometimes  yellow,  and 
2  fometinieH 


§0i  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  fometimes  purple  ;  but  the  firft  of  thefe  colours  is 
1^-      the  bell. 

Thi  re  is  no  deficiency  of  hands  for  the  carry- 
ing on  the  labours.  The  province  reckcjns  forty - 
fix  thoufand  two  hundred  and  feventy  one  white 
men;  thirty-two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
fix  Indians,  and  fifty-four  thoufand  and  nmcty- 
one  Negroes. 

Th  li  riches  that  are  produced  by  the  labours  of 
thefe  men,  either  free  or  llaves,  arc  carried  to  Rio 
Janeiro,  formerly  the  capital  of  all  the  Brazils, 
and  the  place  of  the  Viceroy's  refidence. 

It  is  one  of  the  fined  harbours  that  is  known  ; 
though  narrow  at  it's  beginning,  it  widens  gra- 
dually. Ships  of  all  denominations  enter  it  with 
eafe,  from  ten,  or  twelve  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
'till  the  evening,  and  are  carried  in  by  a  regular 
and  moderate  fea  breeze.  It  is  fpacious,  fafe, 
and  convenient.  It  hath  an  excellent  bottom  of 
mud,  and  five  or  fix  fathom  of  water  in  every 
part. 

It  was  firft  difcovered  in  1525  by  Dias  de  Solis. 
Some  French  Proteftants,  who  were  perfecuted  in 
their  own  country,  made  a  fmall  fettlemcnt  there 
under  the  guidance  of  Villegagnon.  This  fcttle- 
ment  confifted  only  of  fifteen  or  twenty  huts,  made 
of  boughs  and  covered  over  with  grafs,  after  the 
manner  of  the  (iwages  in  thofe  parts.  Some  fmall 
bulwarks  that  were  ereded  for  planting  of  cannon, 
occafioned  the  name  of  Fort  Coligni  to  be  given 
to  it.  It  was  deftroyed  three  years  after  by  Ema- 
nuel de  Sa,  who,  in  a  fertile  foil,  under  a  beauti- 
ful (ky,  and  at  the  foot  of  feveral  mountains, 
which  aredifpofed  in  form  of  an  amphitheatre,  laid 
the  ioundation  of  a  city,  which  is  become  famous, 
fincc  fome  confiderable  mines  have  been  difcovered 
in  it's  neig!ib©u:hood. 

This 
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■  This  city  is  the  grand  ilaple  of  the  riches B  O  O  K 
which  flow  from  the  Brazils  to  Portugal,  and  the,  *^- 
harbour  where  the  fineft  fleets  deftined  for  the 
fupply  of  that  part  of  ihe  New  World  put  in. 
Befide  the  treafures  that  this  continual  circulation 
mud  produce,  3,000,000  livres  *  remain  there 
every  year  for  the  expences  of  government,  and 
a  much  larger  Turn,  when  the  miniftry  of  Lifbon 
think  it  fuitable  to  their  fyftem  of  politics  to  have 
men  of  war  built  there. 

A  TOWN,  where  bufmefs  is  fo  confiderable  and 
fo  conftant,  muft  have  been  fucceffively  enlarged 
and  peopled.  Mofl  of  the  citizens  live  in  houfes 
two  ftorics  high,  built  wiih  frecftone,  or  bricks, 
covered  with  tolerably  fine  flate,  and  ornamented 
with  a  balcony,  furrounded  with  latiices.  It  is 
at  thefe  balconies  that  the  women,  either  by 
themfelves,  or  attended  by  their  flaves,  make 
their  appearance ;  it  is  from  thence,  that  they 
caft  flowers  on  the  men  v»'hom  they  choofe  to 
diftinguifh,  and  upon  thofe  whom  they  wifli  to 
invite  to  the  mod  intimate  connection  between 
the  two  fexes.  The  ftreets  are  large,  and  even, 
terminated  by  a  chapel,  where  the  people  fing 
hymns  every  evening  before  a  faint,  magnifi- 
cently habited,  and  fixed  up  in  a  gilded  nitch, 
well  illuminated,  and  covered  with  the  cleareft 
mirror.  There  is  no  public  edifice  worthy  of 
attention,  except  a  large  aqnedudt,  which  con- 
veys the  water  from  the  neighbouring  heights, 
and  the  mint.  The  churclies  are  all  gloomy, 
low,  and  overcharged  with  ornaments,  executed 
without  tafte. 

The  morals  are  the  fame  at  Rio  Janeiro  as  at 
Bahia,  and  in  all  the  mine  countries.  Similar 
thefts,  fimilar  treafons,  fimilar  revenges,  and 
fimilar  excefles  of  all  kinds  prevail,  and  with 
equal  impunity. 

*  125,000!. 

Ir 
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It  hath  properly  been  faid,  that  gold  was  the 
reprefentative  of  all  kinds  of  riches;  but  it  might 
have  been  added,  that  it  was  likewifc  the  reprefen- 
tative of  happinefs  and  misfortune,  of  almoft  all 
the  vices,  andofalmofl  all  the  virtues:  for  what 
good  or  bad  adion  cannot  be  done  by  means  of 
gold  ?  It  cannot  therefore  be  furprifing  that  no- 
thing fhould  be  a  check  upon  us,  in  our  attempts  to 
obtain  fo  important  an  objedl !  It  cannot  be  fur- 
prifing, that  when  obtained,  it  fliould  become  the 
fource  of  the  mod  fatal  abufes,  and  that  thefe 
abufes  fhould  be  multiplied  in  proportion  to  the  vi- 
cinity, and  to  the  abundance  of  this  precious  and 
pernicious  metal. 

The  fituation  of  the  city,  in  twenty  two  de- 
grees, twenty  minutes  of  fouthern  latitude,  placed 
It  at  fuch  a  diflance  from  the  Old  World,  that  it 
might  have  been  prefumed  moderate  fortifications 
only  would  be  required  for  it's  defence;  but  as 
the  temptation  for  attacking  it  might  become 
greater,  in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of  it's  riches, 
it  was  thought  proper  to  add  to  ihe  works.  Thefe 
were  already  very  confiderablc,  when  Du  Guay 
Trouin  took  it  in  17c  i,  with  fuch  intrepidity 
and  fkill,  as  redounded  much  to  his  honour,  and 
was  a  great  addiiion  to  the  fame  he  had  already 
acquired.  The  new  fortifications  that  have  fincc 
been  added  to  thofe  the  French  had  maflered, 
have  not  made  the  town  more  impregnable,  as  it 
may  be  attacked  on  other  fides,  where  the  land- 
ing is  very  pra<f\icable.  If  gold  can  make  it's 
way  into  brazen  towers  through  iron  gates,  much 
more  will  iron  break  down  the  gates  that  defend 
gold  and  diamonds.  And,  indeed,  the  court  of 
Lifbon  has  not  thought  it  fufficient  to  fortify  Rio 
Jrineiro. 

In  the  government  of  Rio  Janeiro,  we  meet 
with  the  ifland  of  St.  Catherine  ;  nine  leagues  in 

length, 
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length,  and  two  in  breadth,  and  feparated  fromBOOK 
the  continent  by  a  narrow  channel.  Though  the,  ^^• 
land  be  not  low,  it  is  not  feen  at  a  diftance,  be- 
caufe  it  is  Ihaded  by  the  neighbouring  mountains 
on  the  continent.  Navigators  find  there  a  per- 
petual fpring,  excellent  water,  great  plenty  of 
wood,  a  variety  of  delicious  fruits,  vegetables 
which  are  fo  welcome  to  failors,  and  a  pure 
air,  except  in-  the  harbour,  where  the  hills  inter- 
cept the  circulation  of  air,  and  make  it  conftantly 
damp  and  unwholefome. 

Towards  the  year  1654,  the  court  of  Lifbon 
gave  Saint  Catherine  to  Francis  Dias-Velho,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  other  countries  in  Brazil 
had  been  ceded.  This  captain  was  killed  by  an 
Englilh  pirate  ;  and  his  ifland  became  the  refuge 
of  vagabonds.  Thefe  adventurers  acknowledged, 
in  a  vague  manner,  the  authority  of  Portugal, 
but  did  not  adopt  the  exclufive  fyftem  of  that 
Itate.  They  admitted  indifcriminatcly  the  fhips 
of  ail  nations  that  were  failing  to  the  South  Seas, 
or  to  India,  and  gave  them  their  oxen,  their 
fruits,  their  pulfe,  and  all  their  produdions,  in 
exchange  for  arms,  brandy,  linen,  and  wearing 
apparel.  Eefide  their  contempt  for  gold,  they 
fnewed  an  indifference  for  all  the  conveniences 
that  nature  did  not  fupply  them  with,  which 
would  have  done  honour  to  a  virtuous  people. 

The  fcum  ar.d  refufe  of  civilized  bodies  may 
fomeiimes  form  a  well  regulated  fociety.  The 
iniquity  of  our  laws,  the  unjuft  diltribution  of 
property,  the  miferies  of  want,  the  infolence  and 
;  impunity  of  wealth,  and  the  abufe  of  power, 
'  often  make  rebels  aad  criminals.  If  we  collesft 
together  all  thofe  unfortunate  men,  who  are  ba- 
nidied  from  fociety  by  the  too  great  rigour,  and 
often,  the  injuftice  of  the  laws  ;  and  give  them 
an  intrepid,  generous,  humane,  and  enlightened 
Vol.  m  Dd  chiefi 
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BOOKchicf;  \vc  fhall  make  thcfe  profligate  men  br- 
^^^;^_,come  honeft,  tradable,  and  rational.  If  their 
necelliiies  urge  them  to  war,  they  will  become: 
conquerors ;  and  to  aggrandize  themfelvcs  they 
will  violate  the  rights  of  nations,  though  ftritfl  ob- 
fervers  of  their  own  reciprocal  duties :  fuch  were 
the  Romans.  If,  for  want  of  an  able  leader,  they 
be  left  to  chance  and  natural  events,  they  will  be 
mifchievous,  reftlefs,  rapacious,  unfettled,  for 
ever  at  war,  either  among  themfelves  or  with 
their  neighbours  :  fuch  were  the  Paulifts.  f  aftly, 
if  they  can  more  cafily  live  upon  the  natural  fruits 
of  the  earth,  or  by  agriculture  and  trade,  than 
by  plunder  ;  they  will  contracft  the  virtues  proper 
to  their  fituation,  and  the  mild  inclinations  that 
arife  from  a  rational  love  of  eafe.  Civilized  by 
•the  happinefs  and  fecurity  of  an  honed  and  peace- 
able life,  they  will  refped  in  others  thofe  rights 
which  they  themfelves  enjoy,  and  will  barter  the 
fuperfluiiiesof  their  produce,  for  the  conveniences 
of  other  nations :  fuch  were  the  people  who  had 
taken  refuge  at  St.  Catherine's. 

They  lived  with  freedom  and  tranquillity, 
when,  towards  the  year  1738,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  give  them  an  adminiftration,  to  fend 
them  troops,  and  to  furround  their  harbour,  which 
was  one  of  the  bed  in  America,  with  fortifica- 
tions. Thefe  means  of  defence  have  drawn  up- 
on them,  in  1778,  the  arms  of  Spain,  and  have 
not  preferved  them  from  an  invafion.  Since  they 
are  returned  under  the  dominion  of  their  former 
mailer,  in  confeqmnce  of  the  reconciliation  be- 
tween the  two  crowns,  they  have  acquired  the  co- 
chineal, from  which  they  exped  great  advantages 
in  future. 

The  town  of  St.  Paul  is  thirteen  leagues  dif- 
tant  from  the  ocean,  in  a  delightful  climate,  and 
in  ths  midll  of  a  country  equally  favourable  for 

the 
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the  produdions  of  the  two  hemifpheres.  It  wasB  o  O  K 
built  about  the  year  1570,  by  the  malefadtors,  J"!' 
with  which  Portugal  had  infefted  the  coalls  of 
the  New  World.  No  fooner  did  thefe  villains 
perceive  that  it  was  intended  to  fubjedt  them  to 
feme  fyftem  of  police,  than  they  abandoned  the 
(hores  upon  which  they  had  been  call  by  chance, 
and  took  refuge  on  fome  diftant  fpot,  where  the 
power  of  the  law£  could  not  reach  them.  A.  fitu- 
ation  which  .a  fmall  number  of  men  could  defend 
againft  a  greater  number  of  troops  than  could  be 
fent  againft  them,  infpired  them  with  the  bold- 
nefs  of  determining  to  be  their  own  mafters ;  and 
their  ambition  was  crowned  with  fuccefs.  They 
were  recruited  and  multiplied  by  other  banditti, 
and  by  the  dependents  proceeding  from  their 
connexions  with  the  women  of  the  country.  It 
is  faid  that  all  travellers  were  ftridly  forbidden  to 
enter  this  new  republic.  To  obtain  an  admit- 
tance, it  was  previoufly  neceiTary  to  promife  to 
fettle  there ;  and  candidates  were  to  undergo  a 
fcvere  trial.  Thofe  who  could  not  go  through 
that  kind  of  noviciate,  or  who  were  fufpedted  of 
perfidy,  were  barbaroufly  murdered  ;  as  were 
likewife  all  who  fhewed  any  inclination  to  quic 
the  fettlement. 

A.  PURE  air,  a  ferene  fky,  a  very  temperate 
climate,  though  in  the  24th  degree  of  South 
latitude,  and  a  land  abounding  with  corn,  fugar, 
and  excellent  pafturc ;  all  thefe  circumftances 
confpired  to  induce  the  Paulifts  to  lead  a  life  of 
indolence,  eafe,  and  effeminacy ;  but  that  reft- 
leffnefs  fo  natural  to  refolute  banditti ;  that  defire 
of  dominion,  which  is  nearly  connefled  with  a 
love  of  independence  ;  the  advances  of  liberty, 
which  lead  men  to  wifh  for  glory  of  fome  kind 
or  other,  and  to  diftinguifh  themfelves  •,  perhaps, 
all  thefe  motives  combined,  prompted  them  to 
D  d  z  ^         forego 
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BOO  Kforec;o  an  eafy  life,   and  to  engage  In  hazardous 
'^j      ard  ircublefome  cxcurfions. 

They  over-ran  all  the  inland  parts  of  the  Bra- 
zils, from  one  extremity  to  the  other.  All  the 
Indians  who  refilled  them  were  put  to  death  ; 
'fetters  were  the  portion  of  cowards ;  and  feveral 
of  the  iiih.ibitants  hid  themfelves  in  the  moun- 
tains to  avoid  flavery,  or  death.  It  would  be 
impolhble  to  enumerate  the  devaftations,  cruel- 
ties, and  eiiormiiies,  of  which  thefc  atrocious 
men  were  g"ilty.  In  the  midll  of  thefe  horrors, 
however,  fome  colories  were  forming  under  a 
municipal  government,  which  may  be  confidered 
as  the  origin  of  all  the  fettlements  Portugal  is  at 
prefect  in  poflelVion  of  in  thofc  territories.  Thefe 
fmall  republics,  detached,  in  fome  meafure,  from 
the  great  one,  gradually  yielded  to  the  intreaties 
that  were  made  ufe  of,  in  order  that  they  fhould 
be  fubjeded  to  an  authority  which  they  had  never 
entirely  difavowed  ;  and,  in  procefs  of  time,  the 
Pauliils  fubmitted  to  the  crown  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  other  fubje(5ls. 

That  dilliidt  then  became  a  government  ;  to 
which  were  added,  the  captainfliips  of  St.  Vin- 
cent, and  of  Si.  Amaro,  which  had  been  given 
to  the  two  brothers,  Alphonfo  and  Peter  Lopes 
ide  Souia^  their  two  towns  having  been  deftroyed 
by  pirates.  This  arrar.gemenr,  for  which  it  is 
difficult  to  alilgn  a  caufc,  divides  the  province  of 
"Rio  Janeiro  iji  two  parts. 

The  country  of  St.  Paul  docs  not  at  prefent 
co'ijfil\  of  more,  than  eleven  thoufand  and  nineiy- 
.ihrec  white  men,  thirty-two  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  tweniy-Qx  Inui^ns,  and  eighiy-ftvcn  Ne- 
groes, or  Mulaitocs.  It  fends  nothing  to  Eu- 
rope except  a  Imall  quantity  of  cotton,  and  it's 
iiiland  tratle  is  confined  to  the  furniihing  of  Kio 
Jancira  s\iili   llour  and  fait  provifions.     It   haih 

been 
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been  found  by  fome,  tfiat  flax  and  hemp  would  BOOK 
fucceed  very  well  tljere ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  ^^^_^^^:_^ 
of  it's  being  as  eafy  and  important  to  grow  filk 
in  the  country.  The  plentiful  mines  of  ifon  and 
tin,  which  are  found  between  the  rivers. Thedle 
and  iMogyaiTu,  in  the  Cordtleirias  of  Paranan- 
Piacabi,  at  the  dillance  of  four  leagues  from 
Sorocoba,  might  alfo  be  worked  to  great  advan- 
tage. 

The  fix  provinces  we  have  juft  been    fpeak ■  State  of 
ing   of,   are  fituated   along  the  coafls  ;  there  are  ^'^p^^*!^^ 
three  others,  extending    from    the  Weft   to  thevernmeuts 
Eaft,   which   occupy,    in  the  center  of  the  Bra- "^^herethe 
zils,    the    large   plain  from  which  all   the  rivers  JJ^^^^^j'^ 
fpring,  that  empty  themfelves  into  the  Paraguai, 
into  the  Amazon,  and  into  the  Ocean.     It  is  the 
mod   elevated  fpot  of  Portuguefe  America,  and 
is  filled    with  mountains,  running  in  various  di- 
redlions.     Gold  is  found   almofl   throughout  the 
whole  of  it,  for  which  reafon  it  is  called  the  mine 
country. 

The  moft  important  of  thefe  rich  governments 
is  known  by  the  name  of  Minas  Geraes.  It  reckons 
thirty-five  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  white  men,  twenty-fix  thoufand  and  feven- 
ty-five  Indians,  and  one  hundred  and  eight  thou- 
fand four  hundred  and  fix  Haves.  It's  capital  is 
Villa  Rica. 

Joy  AS,  the  capital  of  which  is  Villa  Boa,  con- 
tains eight  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-one 
white  men  ;  twenty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
twency-two  Indians,  and  thirty-four  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  four  Negroes, 

Matto  Grasso,  the  only  village  of  which  is 
Villa  Bella,  hath  r;ot  yet  increafed  it's  population 
beyond  two  thoufand  and  thirty-five  whi<:e  men, 
four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty  five 
Indians,  and  fz\xn.  thoufand  three  hundred   and 

fifty- 
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BOOK  fifty-one  flaves.     It  is  the   mofl:  weftern  part  of 

^ ]^-      the  Portuguefe  dominions.       It  is    bounded    by 

the  Chiquitos,    and   by   the  Maxos,    who    were 

fubjeded    to   Spain    by   the  labours   of  the   Je- 

I'uits. 

Hiftoryof      The  knowledge  of  the  gold  mines,  in  this  part 

the  gold    Qf  the  New  World,  is  traced  to  much  more  dif- 

found  in    tant  periods  than  is  generally  thought.    As  far  back 

the  Bra-    as  thc  year  1577,  the  Paulifts  difcovered  fomc  near 

mannJr^of  ^^"^  mountaiiis  of  Jaguara  i  but   the  unfortunate 

working    death    of   king    Sebaftian    foon    occafioned  this 

thcni.       fource  of  wealth,  which  at  that  time  had  not  been 

of  any  great  advantage  either  to  the  (late  or  to 

individuals,  to  be  forgotten. 

In  the  heights  of  Jacobino,  in  the  diftrid  of 
Rio  das  Velhas,  new  mines  were  again  difcovered 
in  1588,  and  to  as  little efftd.  Phihp  II.  being  de- 
termined to  contain  by  mifery,  people  who  bore 
the  Spanifh  yoke  with  too  much  impatience,  would 
not  permit  them  to  be  worked.  If  he  apparently 
confented  to  this,  in  1603,  it  was  with  a  rcfohition 
to  prevent  it,  and  his  bafe  fucceflors  adopted  his 
tyrannical  policy. 

The  fortunate  revolution  which,  in  1640, 
freed  the  Portuguefe  of  their  fetters,  was  fol- 
lowed by  long,  and  obflinate  wars.  During  the 
couife  of  this  violent  crifis,  the  attention  of  the 
nation  was  wholly  taken  up  in  the  defence  of  it's 
liberty,  and  the  miniftry  were  always  engaged 
in  looking  out  for  the  refourccs  of  which  tliey 
were  continually  in  want. 

The  (late  of  the  monarchy  began  to  be  fearched 
into,  and  it's  improvement  to  be  thought  of; 
when,  in  1699,  chance  offered  to  fome  enter- 
prifing  men  great  treafures  in  the  province  of 
Minas  Geraes.  The  gifts  of  bounteous  nature 
were  no  more  difregarded  ;  and,  three  years  after, 
the  court  of  Lifbon  formed  thc  feitlements  that 

were 
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were  necefTary  to  fecure  the  benefit  of  them.  Saba-B 
ra,  Rio  das  Mortes,  Cachoeira,  Paracatu,  Do  Car- 
mo,  Rio  das  Velhas,  Rio  Doce,  and  Auro  Prero, 
are  the  places  in  that  government  where  gold  hath 
been  fucceflively  found,  and  where  it  is  ftill  difco- 
vered  at  this  day. 

The  mines  of  Goyas  were  not  difcovered  'till 
1726;  they  are  fituated  in  the  diftrids  of  San 
Felix,  Mcia  Ponta,  O  Fanado,  Mocambo,  and  Na- 
tividade. 

In  the  year  1735,  new  ones  were  found  in  the 
province  of  Matto  GrofTo,  at  St.  Vincent,  at 
Chapada,  at  St.  Anne,  at  Cuiaba,  and  at 
Araes. 

Beside  thefe  countries,  which  are  called  by 
preference  the  Mine  Regions,  the  mines  of  Jaco- 
bin©, and  of  Rio  das  Contas,  are  worked  in  the 
government  of  Bahia,  as  are  alfo  thofe  of  Par- 
nagua  and  Tibogy,  in  the  government  of  St.  Paul  j 
but  neither  of  them  are  very  abundant. 

The  extrat'tion  of  gold  is  neither  very  labo- 
rious, nor  dangerous,  in  thofe  parts  of  the  New 
World.  It  is  fometimes  on  the  furface  of  the 
foil,  and  this  is  the  purefl:  kind  :  and,  at  other 
times,  it  is  neceflary  to  dig  for  it  to  the  depth 
of  three  or  four  fathoms,  but  feldom  lower.  A 
layer  of  fandy  earth,  known  in  the  country 
by  the  name  of  Saibro,  then  ufually  informs  the 
miners  that  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  fearch  any  fur- 
ther. Although,  in  general,  the  veins  that  are 
regular,  and  in  the  fame  direction,  be  the  rich- 
eft,  it  hath  been  obferved,  that  thofe  fpaces, 
the  furface  of  which  was  moft  fpangled  with 
cryftals,  were  thofe  which  furnilhed  the  great- 
eft  plenty  of  gold.  It  is  found  in  larger  piec- 
es upon  the  mountains,  and  barren  or  ftony 
rocks,  than  in  the  vallies,  or  on  the  borders  of 
j:ivers,      But   whatever  place  it  may  have  been 

gathered 
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BOOK  gathered  in,  it  is  of  three-and-twenty  carats  and 
^_^  a  half  on  coming  out  of  the  mine,  unlefs  it  be 
mixed  with  fulphur,  filver,  iron,  or  mercnry,  a 
circumflariCe  that  is  common  only  at  Goyas  and 
Araes. 

Every  man  who  difcovers  a  mine,  mud  give 
notice  of  it  to  government.  If  the  vein  be 
thought  of  little  confequcnce,  by  perfons  of  the 
art  appointed  to  examine  it,  it  is  always  given 
up  to  the  public.  If  it  be  declared  to  be  a  rich 
vein,  the  government  rcferve  a  portion  of  it  to 
themfelves.  Another  fhare  is  given  to  the  com- 
mandant; a  third  to  the  intendant,  and  twofharcs 
are  fecured  to  die  difcoverer ;  the  reft  is  divided 
amongft  all  the  miners  of  the  diftritft,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  circumftances,  which  are  deter- 
mined by  the  number  of  their  flave?.  The  dif- 
putes  which  this  fpecies  of  property  may  give  rife 
to,  are  under  the  cognizance  of  the  intendant  : 
but  an  appeal  lies  from  his  decrees  to  the  fupreme 
court  eflablifhed  at  Lifbon,  under  the  title  of 
CouTJcil  dOutremer. 

The  miners  are  oblipjed  to  deliver  to  the  king 
tlie  fifth  part  of  the  gold,  which  they  extrad  by 
operations  more  or  Icfs  fuccefsful.  This  fifth  was 
formerly  confidcrable,  as  it  exceeded  9,000,000 
of  livres  *  annually,  from  the  year  1728  to  17-^4; 
but  it  hath  fmce  gradually  decreafed.  At  prefent 
the  annual  produce  of  Minas  Geraes  amounts 
only  to  18,750,000  livres  f;  that  of  Goyas  to 
4,6871500  livres  J  ;  that  of  Matto  Gralfo  to 
1,312,500  livres  II  ;  and  that  of  Bahia  and  St. 
Paul  together,  only  to  1,562,500  livres  §.  This 
makes,  upon  the  whole,  25,312,500  livres^, 
of  which  the  government  receives  5,062,500  li- 

*  375,cocl.  +781,2501. 

J   i<;5,3i2l.    10s.  Il  54,6871.  10s. 

%  ''^5,i<-^l-  V'-  4^-  If  1,054,6871.  10s. 
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vres  *.  The  duties  for  tl'.e  working  of  the  goldB  O  O  K 
into  fpecie  yield  1,647,500  livres  f  ;  and,  at  the 
rate  of  2  per  Cent,  they  get  393,000  livres  I  for 
the  conveyance,  which  is  executed  by  their  fhip?, 
of  all  the  gold  that  belongs  to  trade ;  fo  that 
upon  the  25,^12,500  j|  which  the  mines  pro- 
duce, the  miniftry  take  7, 103,000  livres  §.  They 
would  even  receive  fomething  more,  if  to  the 
amount  of  about  600,000  livres  •[,  were  not  an- 
nually fmuggled  without  paying  the  two  lafl  men- 
tioned taxes. 

The  amount  of  all  the  metals  condantly  cir- 
culating in  the  Brazils  is  not  computed  at  mc:e 
than  20,000,000  livres  **. 

The  firll  political  writers  who  turned  their 
tlioughts  towards  the  difcoveriesmiade  in  this  re- 
gion of  the  New  World,  did  not  hefitate  to  fore- 
tel,  that  the  difference  of  value  between  gold  and 
filver  would  be  diminifhed.  The  experience  of 
all  countries  and  of  ail  ages  had  taught  them,  that 
though  many  ounces  of  filver  had  always  been 
given  for  an  ounce  of  gold,  becaufe  mines  of  the 
former  had  always  been  more  comm.on  than  of  the 
latter,  yet  the  value  of  both  metals  had  varied  in 
every  country,  in  proportion  to  the  abundance  of 
either. 

•  In  Japan,  the  proportion  of  gold  to  filver  is  as 
one  to  eight  ;  in  China,  as  one  to  ten  ;  in  other 
parts  of  India,  as  one  to  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen 
or  fourteen,  as  we  advance  further  Weft. 

The  like  variations  arc  to  be  met  with  in  Eu- 
rope. In  ancient  Greece,  gold  was  to  filver  as 
one  to  thirteen.  When  the  produce  of  all  the 
mines  in  the  univcrfe  was  brought  to  Rome,  the 

=*  aio.gi-^l,  los.  -f- 68,6^51.  16.W  8d. 

1   '^o75i-  ii   ',<"'5-t',^8'}l.  >os. 

?  ?9^,9581.  6?.  ?i.  ^j  25,0001, 
»»  ^53,333l-  6s.  8d, 
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BOOK  miftrefs  of  the  world,  the  mod  fettled  proportion 
^^^^Jl^l  was  one  to  ten.  It  rofe  as  far  as  one  to  thirteen 
under  Tiberius.  Numberlefs  and  infinite  varia- 
tions are  to  be  met  with  in  the  barbarous  ages.  In 
a  word,  when  Columbus  penetrated  into  America, 
the  proportion  was  lefs  than  one  to  twelve. 

The  quantity  of  thefe  metals,  which  was  then 
brought  from  Mexico  and  Peru,  not  only  made 
them  more  common,  but  ftill  increafed  the  value 
of  gold  above  filver,  as  there  was  greater  plenty 
of  the  latter  in  thofe  parts,  Spain,  that  was  of 
courfe  the  befl  judge  of  the  proportion,  fettled  it 
as  one  to  fixteen  in  the  coin  of  the  kingdom  ;  and 
this  fyftem,  with  fome  flight  variations,  was  adopted 
throughout  Europe. 

This  proportion  ftill  exifts ;  but  we  have  no 
reafon  on  that  account  to  contradi(5t  thofe  who 
had  foretold  that  it  would  alter.  If  gold  hath  fal- 
len but  little  in  the  markets,  and  not  at  all  in  the 
coin,  fmcc  the  Brazils  furnilh  a  great  quantity  of 
it,  this  is  owen  to  particular  circumftances,  which 
do  not  affed  the  principle.  A  great  deal  of  gold 
is  now  ufcd  for  fetting  of  jewels,  and  for  gilding, 
which  has  prevented  the  price  of  it  from  falling 
fo  much,  as  it  would  have  done  if  our  fafhions  had 
r.ot  altered.  It  is  this  fame  fpirit  of  luxury  that 
hath  always  kept  up  the  price  of  diamonds,  though 
they  are  grown  more  common. 
Hino'-y  At  all  times  men  have  affeded  to  make  a  parade 

d'''^''nd  ^^  ^'^^'^  riches,  either  becaufe  they  were  originally 
niinesdif-  the  reward  of  ftiength,  and  the  mark  of  power  ; 
covered  in  or  bccdufc  they  have  every  where  obtained  that 
jiifs.  "^Rc-  regard,  which  is  due  only  to  abilities  and  virtue, 
marks  up-  A  dtfirc  of  attradftiug  the  attention  of  others, 
onthena-  prompts  a  man  to  ornament  himfelf  with  the 
that  Hone,  choiceft  and  mofl  brilliant  things  nature  can  fup- 
ply.  The  fame  vanity,  in  this  refped,  prevails 
among  the  favages  as  in  civilised  nations.    Of  all 

thQ 
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the  fubftances  that  reprefent  the  fplendour  of  opu-  BOOK 
lencc,  none  is  Co  precious  as  the  diamond  j  nor  hath 
any  been  of  fuch  value  in  trade,  or  fo  ornamental 
in  fociety.  Our  women  are  fometimes  dazzling 
"with  them.  It  fhould  feem  as  if  they  were  more 
anxious  to  appear  rich  than  handfome.  Are  they 
not  then  fenfible,  that  a  neck  and  an  arm  ele- 
gantly turned,  are  a  thoufand  times  more  attradl- 
ing  when  uncovered,  than  when  they  are  con- 
cealed under  jewels  ?  that  the  weight  of  their  ear- 
rings disfigures  their  ears  ?  that  the  luftre  of  the 
diamond  only  diminifhes  that  of  their  eyes  ?  that 
this  expenfive  drefs  is  rather  a  fatire  upon  their 
hufbands  or  their  lovers,  than  an  encomium  upon 
their  charms  ?  that  the  Venus  de  Medicis  hath 
nothing  but  a  plain  bracelet  ?  and  that  he  who 
only  admires  in  a  fine  woman  the  brilliancy  of 
her  jewels,  is  a  man  devoid  of  tafte  ? 

There  are  diamonds  of  all  colours,  and  of 
every  (hade  of  the  feveral  colours.  The  diamond 
hath  the  red  of  the  ruby,  the  orange  of  the  hya- 
cinth, the  blue  of  the  fapphire,  and  the  green  of 
the  emerald.  This  lafl  is  the  moft  fcarce  and  the 
deareft  when  it  is  of  a  beautiful  tint.  The  rofe 
diamonds,  blue  and  yellow,  are  the  next  in  va- 
lue. The  yellowifh  and  the  blackifh  are  lead 
efteemed,  Tranfparency  and  clearnefs  are  the  na- 
tural and  elTential  properties  of  the  diamond,  to 
which  art  hath  added  the  brilliant  and  Iparkling 
Juftre  of  the  feveral  faces. 

The  diamond  is  a  cryflallized  (lone,  of  the  form 
of  an  odlohedron,  more  or  lei's  well  Ihaped.  It's 
furfaces  are  in  the  fhape  of  a  pyramid,  either  long 
or  flat;  but  it's  folid  angles  are  never  fo  clearly 
nor  fo  regularly  terminated,  as  they  appear  in  the 
Other  cryrtallized  flones,  and  efpecially  in  the  rock 
pryftal. 

But 
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FOOK  But  this  does  not  prevent  it's  cryftallization 
^-  from  being  regular  in  the  infide.  This  ftonc  is 
compofed  of  I'mall  layers,  exceedingly  thin,  -and 
fo  clofely  joined  together  as  to  form  a  i'mooth  and 
brilliant  furfice,  even  at  the  parts  where  they  are 
broken.  Notwithflanding  this  very  clofe  con- 
necition  between  the  elements  of  cryftallization 
in  the  diamond,  it  can  only  be  polilhed  by  find- 
ing out  the  difpofition  of  the  layers  in  their 
tranfverfe  diredtion,  at  the  point  where  the  ex- 
treme end  of  one  layer  lies  over  the  other.  With- 
out this  precaution,  the  lapidaries  would  not  fuc- 
ceed,  and  the  diamond  would  not  take  the  po- 
Irfh,  as  is  always  the  cafe  with  thofe  wJrich  they 
call  veity  diamonds ^  in  which  thefe  extrapities  arc 
not  uniform,  and  in  the  fame  diredlion.  ^The  dia- 
mond cutters  compare  the  compofirion  of  thefe 
floncs»to  the  arrangement  of  the  fibres  of  wood 
in  the  knotty  parts,  where  they  interfedt  each  other 
in  every  diredlion. 

The  diamond  is  fuperior  to  any  other  precious 
flone,  in  it's  luftre,  it's  fire,  and  it's  foiidity.  To 
thefe  advantages  are  added  thofe  of  being  more 
clcdrical,  of  receiving  a  greater  quantity  of  light, 
when  gently  warmed  by  the  fire,  or  expofed  to 
the  rays  of  the  fun,  and  of  retaining  this  light 
longer  than  other  bodies,  when  it  is  afterwards 
placed  in  the  dark.  Thefe  properties,  and  per- 
haps likewifc  feme  imaginary  qualities,  have  in- 
duced natural  plnloCophers  to'  think,  that  the  dia- 
rtiond  was  formed  of  a  more  pure  fubllance  than 
any  other  ftone.  Several  peribns  have  even  ima- 
gined it  cor.tained  fome  of  that  primitive  adami- 
iical  earth,  which  hath  been  for  fo  long  a  time 
the  object  of  fo  many  laborious  inquiries  and  ex- 
tFavagant  fpeculations. 

The  haidnefs   of  the  diamond    fuggefled  the 

idea,  of  it's  being  impolTible  to  bedeflroyed,  even 

2,  by 
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by  the  mofl  intenfe  fire  ;  and  this  opinion  ap- B  o  o  k 
peared  to  be  very  well  founded.  Notwithfl:and-^___J^ 
ing  this,  the  analogy  upon  this  point,  deduced 
from  other  flones,  and  efpecially  from  thofe  that 
•are  compofed  of  quartz,  which  do  not  undergo  any 
alteration  by  fire,  was  never  more  defedlive  than 
in  this  inflance. 

There  are  no  accounts  of  the  diamond  having 
been  fubmirted  to  the  action  of  fire  previous  to 
the  year  1604  and  1695,  when  the  celebrated 
Averani  expofed  one  to  the  focus  of  a  burning- 
glafs,  for  the  information  of  his  pupil  John  Gaf- 
ton  de  Medicis,  The  celebrated  natural  philofo- 
phers  of  thofe  times,  who  alTifted  at  this  experi- 
ment, beheld  with  aflonifhment  that  the  dia- 
mond was  exhaled  in  a  vapour,  and  difappearcd 
entirely,  while  the  ruby,  of  a  lefs  compact  tex- 
ture than  the  diamond,  only  grew  fofter ;  and 
while  other  precious  flones,  of  a  ftill  fofter  texture, 
did  not  experience  fiich  confiderable  alterations. 
This  fmgular  experiment  was  repeated  upon  fe- 
veral  diamonds  with  equal  fuccefs  j  but  the  in- 
tenfenefs  of  the  fire  employed,  was  a  convincing 
proof  that  it  could  not  have  been  done  by  any 
other  means.  Thefe  firft  experiments  were  buried 
in  oblivion,  till  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Fran- 
cis I.  who  repeated  them  at  Vienna  -,  expofir.g 
diamonds,  and  other  precious  ftones,  to  the  moft 
intenfe  fire  of  a  furnace.  Tiie  refult  was  a  con- 
firmation of  the  fact,  that  diamonds  are  deftroyed 
with  the  grcateft  cafe  by  fire,  while  other  precious 
flones,  even  thofe  of  the  foftefl  kind,  are  at  molt 
but  (lightly  affected. 

The  fads,  though  well  attefled,  appeared  fo 
extraordinary,  and  were  fo  contrary  to  the  re- 
ceived prejudices,  that  they  funk  again  into  obli- 
vion.      Though   recorded   by    the    cotemporary 

writers, 


4H  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  writers,  they  were  neverthelefs  either  unknown, 
^^-     or  denied  by  thofe  who  had  not  been  witnefTes  of 
them. 

At  length  M.  Darcet  undertook  in  France,  in 
1758,  to  expofe  the  diamond  to  the  fame  heat 
as  porcelain.  After  he  had  fatisfied  himfelf  of  the 
truth  of  the  experiments  made  in  Germany,  he 
communicated  them  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences, 
and  afterwards  repealed  them  in  the  midft  of  Pa- 
ris, in  order  that  they  might  be  eftablifhed  with 
ail  pofiible  authenticity.  As  this  able  philofo- 
pher  hath  fince  varied  and  combined  his  expe- 
riments, the  inconteflible  refult  of  them,  and  of 
thofe  that  have  been  made  after  him,  is,  that  the 
diamond  evaporates  and  burns  away  readily  in  the 
fire  and  in  the  open  air  ;  and  that  the  complete  de- 
ftrud\ion  of  it,  far  from  requiring  the  intenfe  heat 
which  it  had  been  expofed  to  before  his  time, 
fcarce  requires  the  degree  of  heat  neccflary  to 
keep  fine  filver  in  fufion. 

M,  Darcet  hath  moreover  proved,  that  the 
diamond  can  be  deftroyed,  not  only  in  the  open 
air,  but  likewife  in  crucibles  made  of  the  bell 
baked  porcelain,  and  hermetically  fealed,  provided 
the  crucibles  be  put  in  the  fire  of  large  glafs- 
boufes,  or  in  the  intenfe  fires  for  making  porce- 
lain, and  which  have  been  long  kept  up. 

The  mod  adtive  menftruums,  fuch  as  alkaline 
falts  in  fulion,  and  the  mod  concentrated  mine- 
rals, afTifted  even  by  the  heat  of  fire,  have  no 
effect  upon  the  diamond.  It  is  not  aifcded  by 
their  adtion  ;  it  does  not  mix  with  any  glafs  in  vi- 
trification ;  it  does  not  unite  with  any  fubftance 
that  is  yet  known  ;  and  thefe  qualities  are  equally 
common  to  the  diamonds  of  India  as  to  thofe  of 
Brazil  ;  to  the  white  diamonds,  as  to  thofe  that 
are  black,  or  coloured ;  to  the  perfe(5t  diamonds, 

and 
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and    to  the  veiny    diamonds,    which    cannot  be  B  O  O  K 
worked. 

Such  ave  the  particular  properties  of  this  fub- 
flance,  which  is  hitherto  unparalleled  in  nature ; 
that,  although  it  poflefies  all  the  external  appear- 
ances of  other  ftones,  it  hath  not  the  lead  affinity 
to  them  in  the  nature  of  it's  corapofition  ;  that, 
notwithftanding  it's  exceflive  hardnefs,  it  is  the 
only  one  of  the  fpecies  which  doth  not  refift 
the  adtion  of  even  a  moderate  fire,  but  is  entirely 
dilTipated  by  it.  Thus  it  is  that  Nature,  in  her 
three  kingdoms,  difplays  an  infinite  variety  of 
furprifing  irregularities.  Sometimes  fhs  feems  to 
confine  herfelf  in  the  chain  and  fcale  of  beings,  to 
the  order  of  almoft  imperceptible  differences ; 
and  fometimes,  breaking  through  every  kind  of 
feries,  fhe  takes  a  fudden  flight,  leaving  an  im- 
menfe  void  behind  her,  and  fixes  two  difl:ant 
boundaries,  the  intervals  of  which  it  isimpollible 
to  fill  up.  Thus  it  is  that  certain  vegetables  al- 
ready enjoy  fome  of  the  advantages  of  animal 
life  I  It  is  the  fame  thing  with  gold,  with  mer- 
cury, and  with  fulphur,  compared  to  other  mineral 
and  metallic  fubftances.  It  is  the  fame,  in  a  word, 
M'ith  man,  who  leaves  all  other  animals  at  fo  great 
adiftance  behind  him. 

There  are  very  few  diamond  mines.  Till  of 
late  years,  we  knew  of  none  but  in  the  Eaft-In- 
dies.  The  oldeft  is  on  the  river  Gouel,  that 
ifTues  from  the  mountains,  and  falls  into  the 
Ganges.  It  is  called  the  mine  of  Solempour,  from 
the  name  of  a  village  built  near  that  part  of  the 
river  where  the  diamonds  are  found.  Very  few 
diamonds  have  ever  been  taken  out  of  it,  any 
more  than  out  of  the  Succadan,  a  river  in  the 
illand  of  Borneo.  The  chain  of  mountains  that 
extends  from  Cape  Comorin  to  Bengal  hath  yielded 
much  more. 

There 
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BOOK  There  is  a  great  variety  in  the  foil  from 
IX.  whence  the  diamonds  are  cxtraded.  Several  of 
thefe  mines  are  fjx,  eight,  and  fometimes  as  far 
as  twelve  feet  deep,  in  a  fandy  and  ftony  foil } 
others  are  found  in  a  fpecies  of  ferruginous  mine- 
ral, where  they  are  fifty  fathoms  deep.  But  in  all 
parts  this  fingular  (lone  is  infulated,  and  doth  not 
ioem  to  adiicre  to  any  bafis  or  to  any  rock.  It 
is  furrounded  on  all  fides  by  a  thin  pellicle,  rather 
opaque,  and  of  the  nature  of  the  diamond  itfelf. 
This  pellicle  is  commonly  covered  over  with  a 
crufl  not  very  fohd,  which  is  formed  by  the  fur- 
lounding  earth  or  fand. 

The  Europeans,  except  a  few  inquifitive  tra- 
vellers, do  not  frequent  the  mines  pf  Indoftan. 
They  are  worked  by  tlie  natives,  who  deliver  the 
diamonds  to  the  rich  Banyans,  who  carried  them 
formerly  to  Madral's  ;  but  who,  fincc  the  roads 
have  been  made,  bcpin  to  convey  them  to  Cal- 
cutta, The  whole  of  this  branch  of  commerce 
is  almoil  entirely  fallen,  for  a  confiderable  time 
part,  into  the  hands  of  a  few  Englifhmcn,  who 
trade  on  their  own  account.  They  fort  the  flones 
of  dilTerent  weight,  and  of  different  qualities,  and 
put  them  into  proper  bags,  which  are  fcalcd  up, 
atid  fold  in  London  with  their  invoice.  Reckoning 
llic  fix  lafl  years  as  one  common  year,  the  united 
value  of  all  thcfe  diamor.ds  hath  amounted  an- 
nially  to  7,4.20,000  livres  *,  To  this  eflimate, 
which  only  compiehcnds  what  is  regiftered,  muft 
be  added  what  hath  been  concealed,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  duty  of  two  and  three  quarters  per  cent, 
which  mull  bt-  paid  to  the  India  Company. 

Among  ihefc  diamonds,  there  v/as  one  found 
of  an  irregular  ihapc,  and  which  weighed  193 
carats  when  cut.  It  v.as  the  property  of  an  Ame- 
rican, who  rcfufcd  to  cede  it  to  the  Emprefs  of 

♦  142,5001. 
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Ruffia  for  the  fum  of  2,500,000  livres  *,  befide  a  B  O  O  K 
life  annuity  of  25,000  livres -p.  This  merchant  y^^^' 
met  with  no  purchafer,  and  thought  himfelf  very 
fortunate  when  Count  Orlotf,  lome  time  after, 
re:,ewed  the  offer  of  2,500,000  J,  but  without  the 
annuity.  In  1772,  Catherine  condefcended  to  ac- 
cept, on  her  feftival  day,  this  valuable  prefent  from 
the  hands  of  her  favourite. 

It  was  to  be  feared,  that  the  revolutions  which 
fo. frequently  fubvert  Indoftan  would  occafion  a 
fcarcity  of  diamonds  ;  but  this  apprehenfion  was 
removed,  by  a  difcovery  which  was  made  in  1728, 
at  Brazil,  upon  fome  branches  of  the  river  das 
Caravelas,  and  at  Serro  de  Frio,  in  the  province 
of  Minas-Geraes. 

Some  flaves,  condemned  to  fearch  for  gold,  ufed 
to  find  fome  little  bright  pebbles  mixt  with  ir, 
which  they  threw  away  as  ufelefs  among  the  fand 
and  gravel.  Antonio  Rodrigues  Banha  fufpecled 
the  value  of  them,  and  communicated  his  idea  to 
Pedro  d'Almeida,  the  governor  of  the  country. 
Some  of  thefe  brilliant  pebbles  were  fent  to  the 
court  of  Lifbon,  v/ho,  in  17.^0,  commiflioned 
d'Acunha,  their  minifter  in  Holland,  to  have  them 
examined.  After  repeated  experiments,  the  artifts 
pronounced  them  to  be  very  fine  diamonds. 

Thk  Portuguefe  immediately  gathered  them 
with  fo  much  diligence,  that  the  Rio  Janeiro 
fleet  brought  home  eleven  hundred  and  forty-fix 
ounces.  This  plenty  Icflened  their  price  confi- 
derably  -,  but  the  meafures  taken  by  an  attentive 
miniftry  ibon  made  them  rife  to  their  original  va- 
lue. They  conferred  the  exclufive  right  of  fearch- 
ing  for  diamonds  on  a  few  wealthy  aflbciaies; 
and  in  order  even  to  retrain  the  avidity  of  the 
company   itfelf,  it   was   ftipulated    that   it    fhould 

*  104,1661.  13s,  4d.  +  1,041!.  13s.  4d. 
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BOO  K employ  no  more  than  fix  hundred  flaves  in   that 
'^-      bulincrs.  It   hath  fince  been  permitted  to  increale 
their  number  at  pleafure,    paying  ico  fols  ♦  per 
day  for  every  miner. 

To  infure  the  bufinefs  of  the  chartered  compa- 
ny, the  gold  mines,  which  were  worked  in  the 
neighboiirliood,  were  in  general  fhut  up  i  and 
thofe  who  had  founded  tht;ir  expedations  of  for- 
tune upon  this  frequently  deceitful  bafis,  were 
compelled  to  turn  their  adlivity  into  fome  other 
channel.  The  other  citizens  were  fuffered  to  re- 
main upon  their  cftatcs  ;  but  capital  punifhmenis 
were  decreed  by  the  law  againft  any  perlon  who 
fhould  incioach  upon  the  exclufive  rights  granted 
to  the  company.  Since  the  fovereign  hath  fuc- 
ceeded  lo  the  company,  all  the  citizens  are  allowed 
to  fearch  for  diamonds,  but  under  the  reftiidlion 
of  delivering  them  to  the  agents  of  the  crown  at 
the  price  it  hath  rtipulatcd,  and  on  paying  twenty 
per  cent,  upon  this  fum. 

The  diamonds  that  are  intended  to  be  fent 
from  the  New  World  to  the  Old,  are  inclofed  in 
a  calket  which  hath  three  locks,  the  keys  of 
which  are  feparately  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
chief  members  of  adminiftration  ;  and  thofe  keys 
arc  dcpofitcd  in  another  cafl^et,  which  is  to  be 
fealed  widi  the  viceroy's  feal.  While  the  cx- 
clufne  privilege  fubfilled,  this  precious  dcpofit, 
on  it's  arrival  in  Europe,  was  remitted  to  govern- 
ment, who  retained,  accoiding  to  a  fetilcd  rcgu- 
latioi ,  the  very  fcarcc  diamonds  which  exceeded 
twenty  carats,  and  delivered  every  year,  for  the 
profit  of  the  company,  to  one,  or  to  fevcral  con- 
iradors  united,  loriy  thoufand  carats,  at  prices 
which  have  fucccllively  varied.  An  engagement 
v\as  made  on  one  hand  to  receive  that  quantity  ; 

*  4s.  id. 
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and  on  the  other,  not  to  diftribute  any  more;  andB  o  o  K 
wliatever    might   be   the  produce   of   the  mines,  ^     ^^; 
which  necefiarily  varied,  the  contradt  was  faiihfuily 
adhered  to. 

At  prefent,  the  court  throws  fixty  ihoufand 
carats  of  diamonds  into  rrade.  Thefe  are  monopo- 
lized by  one  fmgle  merchant,  who  gives  3,120,000 
livres*,  at  the  rate  of  25  hvres  f  the  carat  fof 
them.  If  the  fmugg'ing  amounts  to  a  tenth, 
as  well  informed  peilons  fr.ppofe,  the  fum  of 
312,000  livres  J  m lift  be  added  to  the  fum  re- 
ceived by  government  :  it  will  be  found  that  the 
produce  of  thofe  mines,  the  riches  of  which  there 
is  (6  great  a  propenfiiy  to  exaggerate,  doth  not 
amount  annually  to  more  than  3,432,000  livres  \\. 
Thefe  rough  diamonds  are  purchafed  by  England 
and  Holland,  who  furnifh  them  to  other  nations, 
more  or  lefs  well  cut. 

The  diamonds  of  Brazil  are  not  found  in 
quarries ;  moft  of  them  are  fcatcered  in  the  rivers, 
the  courfe  of  which  is  more  or  lefs  frequently  al- 
tered. It  is  a  queftion  not  yet  decided,  whether 
they  be  formed  there,  or  whether  they  have  been 
carried  there  by  the  waters  v/hich  empty  them- 
felves  into  thefe  rivers.  The  increalc  of  their 
quantity  in  the  rainy  feafons,  and  after  violent 
ftorms,  would  induce  one  to  believe,  that  they 
have  been  wa/hed  a'/ay  by  the  torrents  which 
have  detached  them  from  the  rocks  and  moun- 
tains. 

Lv  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  the  mines  are 
fituated  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  equator; 
fome  of  them  in  the  firft  degrees  of  northern  lati- 
tude, and  others  in  the  correfpondent  degrees 
of  fouthern  latitude.     The  cruft  which  the  rough 

*  130,000!.  +   il.  OS.  lod. 
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BOO  K  diamonds  are  furrounded  with,  is  thicker  in  ihe 
^^-  diamonds  of  Brazil  than  in  thofe  of  Indoltan  ; 
'^''^^and  it  is  an  eafy  matter,  or  at  lead  pollible,  lo  dif- 
tinguifh  them  in  that  primary  ftatc.  But  the  moft 
rkillul  lapidaries  are  deceived  in  them,  after  they 
have  been  once  cut ;  they  are  accordingly  of 
equal  value  in  trade  ;  but  this  equality  is  to  be 
iinderflood  only  of  the  fmall  diamonds.  Moll  of 
the  American  diamonds,  beyond  four  or  five  ca- 
rats, have  blerai flies,  which  are  feldom  found  in 
thofe  of  Afia  ;  and  in  that  cafe  the  difference  in 
the  price  is  prodigious.  Some  artifls  are  likewife* 
of  opinion,  that  the  latter  are  harder,  and  more 
brilliant  than  the  former ;  but  this  opinion  is  not 
generally  received. 

Some  very  imperfecSl  amethifts  and  topazes  are 
likewife  found  in  the  diamond  and  gold  country, 
as  well  as  Ibme  tolerable  fine  cryfolites.  Thefe 
precious  flones  were  never  under  the  yoke  of 
monopoly  j  and  thofe  who  difcover  them  are  at 
liberty  to  difpofe  of  them  in  whatever  manner 
they  think  mod  fuitable  to  their  intercft.  Their 
annual  exportation,  however,  does  not  amount  to 
more  than  150,000  livres*,  and  the  duties  which 
government  receives  from  them,  at  the  rate  of  one 
per  cent,  do  not  exceed  1,500  livres  j-. 

Mines  of  iron,  fulphur,  antimony,  tin,  lead, 
and  quickfilver,  are  likewife  found  in  thefe  rich 
countries,  and  in  fome  other  provinces  of  Brazil ; 
but  no  care  hath  been  taken  to  open  any  of  them. 
Copper  only  feems  to  have  been  refufed  by  na- 
ture to  this  vafl:  and  fruitful  region  of  the  New 
Hemifphere. 
prefcnt  A  COLONY  fo  intcreftlng  hath  been  ufeful  to 
ft«eof     Portugal  in  feveral  ways.      The  increafe  of  the 

6,250!.  -61].   lOS. 
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public  revenue,  by  the  Brazils,  feems  to  have  been  book 
the  kind  of  advantage  which  hitherto  hath  moftly^  J^- 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  government.  The 
obligation  to  pay  for  the  tranfportation  of  the  me- 
tals, which  is  referved  for  (hips  of  war;  the  exclu- 
Hve  trade  of  diamonds,  the  fale  of  a  great  number 
of  monopolies,  the  overloading  of  the  cuHoms ; 
fuch  are  the  principal  fourccs  of  wealth,  which 
even  in  Europe,  an  infatiable  treafury  hath  open- 
,  ed  to  itfelf. 

These  vexations  have  been  carried  ftill  far- 
ther in  America.  A  fifth  of  the  profits  upon  gold 
and  diamonds  is  required,  which  amount  to  6  or 
7,000,000  livres  (a).     A  tenth  is  demanded  upon 
all  kinds  of  produdions,  which,  though  colleded 
without  feverity,  amounts  to  2,873,000  livres  (/>). 
The  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  purchafe  crufades, 
which  do  not  exceed  160,000  livres  (c).     A   duty 
is  alfo   exaded  upon   (laves,    which   amounts   to 
1,076,650  livres  (J),     Another  for  the  rebuilding 
ofLifbon,  and  for  public  fchools,  which  amounts 
to  385,000  livres  (e) ;  another  from  all  fubaltern  of- 
ficers of  juftice,  which  amounts  to  1 53,000  livres(/). 
Ten  per  cent,  is  likewife  required  upon  every  im- 
port and  export,  which  may  yield  4,882,000  livres(^)  j 
and  1,124,000  livres  {h)  are  demanded  for  the  li- 
berty of  conveying  to  inland  countries  the  liquors 
and  the  commodities  that  arc  brought  into  port. 
Government  hath  alfo  referved  to  itfelf  the  mo- 
nopoly of  fait,  foap,    mercury,  aqua   fortis,  and 
cards,  which  it  farms  out  for  710,320  livres  (/). 

Notwithstanding    all    thefe   taxes,  which 
bring   in  annually   18,073,970  livres  (k)  to  the 

(a)  From  250,0001.  to  291,666!.   13s.  4d. 
(6)  119,7081.  6s.  Sd.  (c)  6,666J.  13s.  4d. 

((f)  44,86ol.  8s.  4d.  (e)  16,041!.  13s.  4d. 
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BOOK  crown,  it  hath  ftill  conrrafted  engagements  in  the 
^^-  Brazils.  It  owes  713,000  livrc-s  •  to  Para, 
517,600  livresf  to  St.  Paul  and  to  Matro-Gioflb, 
10,110,000  livres  j;  to  Rio  Janeiro;  in  all 
11,344,600  livres  §.  In  the  fcrmer  of  thefe  go- 
vernments, the  debt  hath  been  occafioned  by  the 
recent  conftmc^ion  of  fome  forts,  more  or  lefs  ne- 
cefTary  ;  and  in  the  latter,  by  the  wars  which  were 
obliged  to  be  carried  on  againfl  the  Guaranis  in 
1750,  and  by  thofe  vvhich  it  hath  been  requifitc 
to  liiftain  againft:  Spain. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  i  774,  the  Brazils  were  in- 
debted to  the  merchants  of  the  mother-country  to 
the  amount  of  r 5, 165,980  livres  ||.     This  was  at 
leaft  the  opinion  of  a  man  who  hath  attended  moft 
to  this  great  fettlemenr,  and  hath  acquired  the  beft 
information  concerning  it. 
Foreign         The  coiony  ha:h  formed  fome  commercial  in- 
conneai-    tercourfe  with  feveral  countries  of  the  globe.    For- 
Brazil.       merly  the  fhips  which  returned  from  the  Eaft  In- 
dies to  Portugal  ufed  to  put  in  there,  and  to  dif- 
pofe  of   part    of    their  cargo.      This  intcrcourfe 
hath  been  interrupted  in   latter  times,  for  reafons 
with  which  we  are  ur. acquainted,  but  which  can- 
not be  good  ones. 

The  Weftern  Coaft:  of  Africa,  from  the  Cape 
de  Vcrd  Iflands  to  beyond  the  country  of  Angola, 
is  more  than  ever  frequented  by  the  Brazilian  na- 
vigators ;  and  thofe  of  Rio  Janeiro  have  begun, 
not  long  ago,  to  trade  on  the  northern  coaft. 
VefTcls  are  employed  in  thefe  voyages  which  are 
built  in  the  colony  itfclf,  and  which  are  not  of 
lefs  than  fixty  tons  burden,  not  more  than  one 
hundred  and  forty.     The  crew   is  either  entirely 
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or  moflly  compofed  of  Negroes  and  Mulattoes  BOOK 
It  is  for  the  working  of  the  mines,  and  for  the ^^^ 
cultivation  of  the  lands,  that  this  great  exertion  is 
made.  It  is  evident  from  fome  very  authentic 
memorials  which  are  now  before  us,  that  for 
thefe  eight  years  pafl,  fixtecn  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred and  three  fiaves  have  been  carried  off  from 
thefe  unfortunate  fhores  every  year.  Thefe  flaves, 
at  the  rate  of  312  livres  *,  one  with  another, 
mud  have  cofl:  5,161,536  livres -f-.  They  have 
been  paid  for  with  the  gold,  the  tobacco,  the 
rums,  and  the  cottons,  which  come  from  Brazil  ; 
and  with  the  glafs  manufadures,  the  mirrors,  the 
ribbands,  and  feveral  kinds  of  toys  brought  from 
Europe. 

The  conne(f^ions  of  the  colony  with  the  Portu- 
guefe  iflands  are  maintained  for  another  purpofe. 
It  receives  annually  from  Madeira,  by  means  of 
eight  or  nine  fmall  fhips,  to  the  amount  of 
400,000  livres  J  in  wine,  vinegar,  and  brandy ; 
and  from  the  Azores,  by  means  of  four  or  five 
more  veffels,  to  the  amount  of  610,000  livres  § 
in  liquors;  to  which  are  added,  linens,  fait  pro- 
vifions,  and  flour.  The  agents  of  this  trade,  lade 
themfelves,  in  return,  with  thofe  producftions  of 
Brazil,  the  exclufive  property  of  which  the  mo- 
ther-country  hath  not  referved  to  itfelf.  Thele 
feveral  branches  of  trade  united,  do  not  carry 
away  annually  more  than  to  the  amount  of 
2,271,000  livres  ||,  of  the  production  of  the  co- 
lony. 

Almost  all  the  riches  of  this  vaft  region  of  the 
New  World,  are  carried  into  Portugal.  From 
the  year  1770  to  1775,  they  amounted  annually 
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BO  OK.  to  the  fiim  of  56,949,290  livres*.  Gold,  dia- 
J.^  ^morids,  four  hundred  and  forty-three  thoufand 
quintals  of  fugar,  fifty-eight  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred quintals  of  tobacco ;  four  tlioufand  five 
hundred  quintals  of  cotton,  twenty  thoufand 
quintals  of  wood  for  dying,  one  hundred  four- 
teen thoufand  and  twenty  hides,  together  with 
fome  other  objeds  of  lefs  importance,  made  up 
this  great  fum. 

After  the  period  we  have  been  fpeaking  of,  a 
few  variations  took  place.  We  arc  not  fuffi- 
ciently  acquainted  with  them  to  afcertain  them 
with  precifion  -,  but  we  know  to  a  certainty, 
that  the  mother-country  hath  received  every  year 
from  Rio  Janeiro,  a  fmall  quantity  of  coffee  and 
of  indigo,  together  with  one  thoufand  quintals 
of  fugar,  more  than  it  received  formerly.  We 
know  to  a  certainty,  that  it  hath  received  from 
Para,  and  from  Maragnan,  every  year,  three 
hundred  and  twenty-one  quintals  of  rice,  and  one 
hundred  and  ninety-two  quintals  of  cotton  more 
than  were  formerly  fent ;  and  we  alfo  know, 
that  there  Iiath  been  an  annual  diminution  of 
four  thoufand  hides,  and  of  965,000  livres  -f-  in 
the  gold,  among  the  feveral  remittai-iCcs  that  have 
been  made. 

The  colony  is  paid  wiih  merchandife,  which 
have  not  coft  origipjaliy  above  fif;ecn  or  fixteen 
millions  of  livres  t.  The  duties  received  by  the 
fovereign  himfclf,  feveral  monopolies,  exorbitant 
taxes,  the  dcarnefs  of  freighting,  and  the  profits 
of  the  trade,  abforb  the  remainder. 

PoRTuCAi-  did  not  formerly  fend  from  it's  own 
country  to  it's  colonies  any  thing  befidc  liquors  ; 
but  fince  the  induflry  of  the  province  is,  in  fome 
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degree,  revived,  it  fiirnifhes  one  half  of  the  con-B  O  O  K. 
fumptions  made  in  the  part  of  the  New  Hemi- ,^P^;^^_^ 
fphere  that  is  under  it's  dominion. 

It  is  with  two-thirds  of  the  produdions  of 
Brazil,  which  are  fold  to  foreigners ;  it  is  with 
the  gold  and  the  diamonds  which  come  from 
thefe  regions ;  it  is  with  the  wines,  the  woollen 
cloths,  the  fait,  and  the  fruits  of  the  mother- 
country  itfelf,  that  Portugal  is  enabled  to  pay 
fixty  millions*  for  the  merchandife  which  they 
annually  receive  from  the  feveral  countries  of  Eu- 
rope. The  lliare  which  the  feveral  nations  have 
taken  in  this  trade  hath  experienced  great  variati- 
ons. At  this  prefent  time,  England  is  in  poflefli- 
on  of  fourteen  parts  of  it,  Italy  of  eight,  Holland 
of  feven,  Hamburgh  of  fix,  France  of  five,  Swe- 
den of  four,  Denmark  of  four,  Spain  of  two,  and 
Ruflia  of  one  only.  The  fpoils  of  this  nation  have 
not  always  been  thus  divided. 

The  firfl  conquefts  of  the  Portuguefe  in  Africa  Portugal 
and  Afia,  did  not  fliifle  the  feeds  of  their  induftry.  ^}^  ^^'^ 
Though  Lifbon   was  become  the  general   ware- tiemems,' 
houfc  for  India  goods,  her  own  filk  and  woollen  are  fallen 
manufadtures    were    ftill    maintained,    and  were  JJ^^j^^  ^j.^* 
fufficient    for    the    confumption  of   the  mother- moft  de- 
country  and    of   Brazil.      The  national  aftivity  ^'■^'^^f'°°- 

J    J  ,  .  1  1       r  1    Kealons 

extended  to  every  thing,  and  made  lome  amends  of  this, 
for  the  deficiency  of  population,  which  was  be- 
coming daily  more  confiderable,  Amidfl  the  va- 
rious calamities  that  Spanifh  tyranny  oppreded  the 
kingdom  with,  the  Portuguefe  could  not  complain 
of  a  cefTation  of  labour  at  home  ;  nor  was  the 
number  of  manufadures  much  leffened  at  the  time 
when  they  recovered  their  liberty. 

The  happy  revolution  that  placed  the  Duke  of 
Braganza  upon  the  throne,  was  the  period  of  this 
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BOO  K  decay,  A  fpirit  of  cnthufiafm  fcized  upon  the 
IX.  people.  Some  of  them  crofTed  the  Teas,  in  order 
lo  defend  diftant  poflTeflions  againft  an  enemy 
who  was  imagined  to  be  more  formidable  than  he 
really  was.  The  reft  took  up  arms  to  cover  the 
frontiers.  The  intereft  of  the  whole  nation  pre- 
vailed over  private  views,  and  every  patriot  was 
folicitous  only  for  his  country.  It  might  natu- 
rally be  expedcd,  that  when  the  firft  enthufiafm 
was  paft,  every  one  would  refuine  his  ufual  em- 
ployment;  but,  unfortunately,  the  cruel  war  which 
followed  that  great  event,  was  attended  with  fuch 
devaftaiions  in  an  open  country,  tliat  the  people 
chofe  rather  to  forego  their  labours,  than  totxpofe 
themfelves  to  fee  the  fruits  of  them  continually 
deftroycd.  The  miniftry  encouraged  this  fpirit  of 
indolence  by  meafures  which  cannot  be  too  fevere- 
ly  cenfured. 

Their  fituatlon  put  them  under  a  necefiity  of 
forming  alliances.  Political  reafons  fecured  to 
tliem  ail  the  enemies  of  Spain.  The  advantages 
they  muft  necelTarily  reap  from  the  diverfions 
made  in  Portugal,  could  not  fail  of  attaching 
them  to  it's  intereft.  If  the  new  court  had  form- 
ed fuch  extenfive  views,  as  from  the  nature  of 
their  enterprife  it  might  be  prefumed  they  had, 
they  would  have  known  that  they  had  no  need  to 
make  any  facrifices  in  order  to  acquire  friends. 
By  an  ill-judged  precipitation  they  ruined  their 
affairs.  They  gave  up  their  trade  to  other  powers, 
uho  were  almoft  as  much  intereftcd  in  their  pre- 
fervation  as  they  were  ihemfelves.  This  infatua- 
tion made  thofe  powers  imagine  they  might  ven- 
ture any  thing,  and  their  avidity  ft  ill  prompted 
them  to  incroach  upon  the  privileges  that  had  been 
in  improperly  lavilhed  upon  them.  The  induftry 
of  the  Portugucle  was  deftroycd  by  this  competiti- 
on, 
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on,  but  was  again  revived,  in  fome  degree,  by  anu  o  o  K 
error  of  the  French  minidry.  IX. 

This  crown  had,  for  a  confiderable  time  part:, 
been  in  poffc^flion  of  fome  iflands  in  America. 
The  fhackles  with  which  they  had  been  reftrained 
had  'till  then  impeded  their  fertility.  The  cul- 
tures would  fpeedily  and  infallibly  have  been  im- 
proved by  a  well  dlgefled  plan  of  liberty.  The 
crown  chofc  rather  to  fecure  to  the  monopoly,  to 
which  they  were  fubjedted,  the  exclufivc  right  of 
fupplying  the  kingdom  ^  and  the  fugars  and  tobac- 
cos of  Brazil,  were  Hricftly  prohibited  there  Irv 
1664.  The  court  of  Lifbon,  irritated,  as  they 
had  reafon  to  be,  with  this  inconfidcrate  prohi- 
bition, forbad,  on  their  parts,  the  importation 
of  French  manufa(f\ures,  the  only  ones,  at  that 
period,  which  were  efteemed  in  Portugal.  Genoa 
immediately  feized  upon  the  filk  trade,  and  hatH 
kept  it  ever  fince;  and  England  appropriated  to 
itfelf  the  woollen  trade,  though  with  lefs  uninter- 
rupted fuccefs.  The  Portuguefe,  infiruded  by 
workmen  from  all  quarters,  began,  in  16S1,  to 
manufa(5\ure  the  fleeces  of  their  own  flocks.  The 
progrefs  of  this  manufacfture  was  fufficiently  rapid, 
to  enable  the  government  to  profcribe  feveral  kinds 
of  foreign  woollen  cloths,  and,  fuon  after,  to  for- 
bid thofc  of  all  kinds. 

Great  Britain  was  much  chagrined  at  thefe 
arrangements.  For  a  long  time,  the  Englifh 
drove,  witii  great  afliduity,  to  open  the  commu- 
nication afrefh,  which  had  been  fhut  againft  ihem. 
Their  endeavours  were  fometimes  likely  to  be  at- 
tended with  iliccefs;  but  they  were  foon  after 
obliged  to  give  up  thofe  hopes,  which  they  had 
reafon  to  think  fo  well  founded.  It  vvas  impofllble 
to  diicover  in  what  manner  ihefe  attempts  would 
end,  when  a  revolution  happened  in  the  political 
fyftem  of  Europe,  which  at  once  overturned  all 
the  former  ideas. 

A  GRAND- 
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BOOK  A  GRANDSON  of  Lcwis  XIV.  was  called  to  the 
^^-  throne  of  Spain.  All  nations  were  alarmed  at 
this  accelTion  of  power  to  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
which  they  already  thought  too  formidable,  and 
too  ambitious.  Portugal,  in  particular,  which 
had  always  confidered  France  as  a  firm  friend, 
now  beheld  in  her  an  enemy,  who  muft  neccfTarily 
defire,  and  perhaps  promote,  her  ruin.  This 
induced  her  to  apply  for  the  protedtion  of  Eng- 
land, which  being  accuftomed  to  turn  every 
event  to  her  own  commercial  advantage,  could 
not  fail  of  availing  itfelf,  with  warmth,  of  a  cir- 
cumftance  fo  fiivourable  to  it's  intereft.  The 
Englifli  ambaflador  Meihuen,  a  profound  and 
able  ncgociator,  figned  a  treaty,  on  the  27th  of 
December  1703,  by  which  the  court  of  L.ilbon 
engaged  to  permit  the  importation  of  all  Britii'h 
woollen  goods,  on  the  fame  footing  as  before  the 
prohibition ;  upon  condition  that  the  Portugal 
u  ines  fhould  pay  a  duty  one  third  lefs  than  thofe  of 
France,  to  the  cullom-houfe  in  England. 

The  advantages  of  this  ftipulaiion  were  very 
certain  for  one  of  the  parties,  but  only  probable 
for  the  other.  England  obtained  an  exclufive 
privilege  for  her  manufadlures,  as  the  prohibition 
remained  in  full  force  with  regard  to  thofe  of 
other  nations ;  but  granted  nothing  on  her  part, 
having  already  fettled,  for  her  own  intereft,  what 
fhe  now  artfully  reprefented  to  her  ally  as  a  great 
favour.  Since  France  had  bought  no  more  cloths 
of  the  Englifh,  they  had  obferved  that  the  high 
price  of  French  wines  was  prejudicial  to  the  ba- 
lance of  trade,  and  had  therefore  endeavoured  to 
leffen  the  confumption,  by  laying  heavier  duties 
upon  them.  They  have  again  increafed  them 
from  the  fame  motive,  and  (Vill  made  a  merit  of  it 
to  the  court  cf  Lifbon,  as  being  a  proof  of  their 
friendfhip. 

The 
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The   Portuguefe  manufadlures  fell,  beingnn-BOOK 

able  to  fiipport  the  competition  of  the  Englifh.  ^ ^^• 

Great  Britain  clothed  her  new  ally  ;  and  as  the 
wine,  oil,  fair,  and  fruit  (he  bought,  was  a  trifle 
in  comparifon  to  what  fhe  fold,  it  was  neceflary 
that  the  deficiency  fhould  be  fupplied  v/ith  the 
gold  of  Brazil.  The  balance  inclined  more  and 
more  in  favour  of  the  Englifh,  and  it  was  fcarce 
poflible  that  it  Ihould  not. 

All  perfons  who  are  converfant  with  the  theory 
of  commerce,  or  have  attended  to  it's  revolutions, 
know  that  an  adive,  rich,  and  intelligent  nation, 
which  hath  once  appropriated  to  itfelf  any  confi- 
derable  branch  of  trade,  will  foon  engrofs  all 
the  lefs  important  branches  of  it.  It  hath  fuch 
great  advantages  over  it's  competitors,  that  it 
difgufts  them,  and  makes  itfelf  mailer  of  the 
countries  where  it's  induftry  is  exerted.  Thus  it 
is  that  Great  Britain  hath  found  means  to  en- 
grofs all  the  productions  of  Portugal  and  her  co- 
lonies. 

It  furnifhed  Portugal  with  clothing,  food,  hard 
ware,  materials  for  building,  and  all  articles  of 
luxury,  and  returned  her  own  materials  manufac- 
tured. Thefe  ufeful  labours  employed  a  million 
of  Englifh  artificers  or  hufbandmen. 

It  furnifhed  her  with  fhips,  and  with  naval  and 
warlike  ftores  for  her  fettlcments  in  America,  and 
carried  on  all  her  navigation  in  other  parts  of  the 
world. 

It  had  engrofled  the  whole  money  trade  of 
Portugal.  Money  was  borrowed  in  London  at 
tlireeor  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  and  negociated 
at  Lifbon,  where  it  was  worth  ten.  In  ten  years 
time,  the  capital  was  paid  by  the  intereil,  and  fliil 
remained  due. 

It  engrofled  all  the  inland  trade.     There  were 

Englifli  houfcs  fettled  at  Lifbon,  which  received 

I  all 
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BOO  Kail  the  commodities  of  their  own  country,  and 
^^-  didributed  them  to  merchants,  who  difpoled  of 
them  in  the  provinces,  moftly  for  the  benefit  of 
their  employers.  A  fmall  profit  was  the  only 
reward  of  this  indiiftry,  which  is  difgracefiil  to  a 
nation  that  worked  at  home  for  the  benefit  of 
another. 

It  carried  off  even  the  agency  bufinefs.  The 
fleets  deftintd  for  the  Brazils  were  the  fole  pro- 
perty of  the  Englifh.  The  riches  they  brought 
back  belonged  to  them.  They  would  not  even 
fuffcr  them  to  pafs  through  the  hands  of  the  Por- 
luguefe,  and  only  borrowed  or  purchafed  their 
name,  becauie  they  could  not  do  without  it. 
Thefe  ftrang^rs  difappeared  as  Coon  as  they  had 
acquired  ths  fortune  they  intended,  and  left  that 
nation  impoverifhed  and  exhaufled,  at  whofc  ex- 
pence  they  had  enriched  themfclves.  It  is  de- 
monftrable  from  the  regifters  of  the  fleets,  that 
in  the  fpace  of  fixty  years,  that  is,  from  the 
dilcovtry  of  the  mines  to  the  year  1756, 
2,40J,ooo,coo  livres  •  worth  of  gold  had  been 
brought  away  from  Brazil,  and  yet,  in  this  latter 
period,  all  the  fpecie  in  Portugal  amounted  to 
no  more  than  15  or  20,030,000  f,  and  at  that 
time  the  nation  owed  one  hundred  million  J,  or 
more. 

But  what  Lilbon  was  loflng,  London  gained. 
England,  by  her  natural  advantages,  was  only 
intended  for  a  fecondary  power.  Though  the 
changes  that  had  fucctflivcly  happened  in  the 
religion,  government,  and  induflry  of  the  Eng- 
lifh had  improved  their  condition,  increafed  their 
ftrengrh,  and  unfolded  their  genius,  they  could 
not  pollibly  ad  a  capital  part.  They  knew  by 
experience    that    the    means  which,    in    ancient 
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governments,  could  raife  a  nation  to  any  height,  e  O  o  k 
when,  without  any  connedlion  with  it's  neigh-  ^^• 
boLirs,  it  emerged,  as  it  were,  fmgly  out  o' 
nothing,  were  inlufficient  in  modern  times,  v^hen 
the  intercoui  fe  of  nations,  making  the  advantages 
of  each  common  to  all,  left  to  numbers  and 
ftrength  their  natural  Ibperiority.  Since  fol- 
diers,  generals,  and  nations,  had  hired  them- 
felves  to  engage  in  war  ;  fmce  the  power  of  gold 
had  opened  every  cabinet  and  made  every  treaty  •, 
England  had  learned  that  the  greatnefs  of  a  ftate 
depended  upon  it's  riches,  and  that  it's  poh"tical 
power  was  eilimated  in  proportion  to  ii's  millions. 
This  truth,  which  mud  have  alarmed  the  am- 
bition of  the  Englilh,  became  favourable  to 
them,  as  Toon  as  they  had  prevailed  upon  Por- 
tugal to  depend  upon  them  for  necelTaries,  and 
had  bound  them  by  treaties  to  an  impoHibility  of 
procuring  them  from  any  other  power.  Thus  was 
that  kingdom  made  dependent  on  a  falfe  friend 
for  food  and  raiment.  Thefe  were,  to  borrow 
the  exprelfion  of  2  certain  politician,  like  tv/o 
anchors  which  the  Britons  had  fallened  upon  that 
empire.  They  went  further  fliil :  they  made  the 
Portuguefe  lofe  all  confideraiion,  all  weight,  all 
influence  in  the  general  fyftem  of  affairs,  by  per- 
fuading  them  to  have  neither  forces  nor  alliances. 
Truft  to  us,  faid  the  Englilli,  for  your  fafery  j 
we  will  negociate  and  fight  for  you.  Thus,  with- 
out blojdllicd  or  labour,  and  without  experienc- 
ing any  of  tiie  evils  that  attend  upon  conqueft, 
they  made  themfelves  more  effedtually  maflers  of 
Portugal,  than  the  Portuguefe  were  of  the  mines 
of  Brazil. 

All  things  are  connefled,  both  in  nature  and 
politics.  It  is  fcarce  polfible  that  a  nation  fhould 
lofe  it's  agriculture  and  it's  induftry,  without  a 
vifible  decay  of  the  liberal  arts,  letters,  fcienccs, 

and 
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BOO  Kand  all  the  found  principles  of  policy  and  govern- 
^^-      ment.      The  kingdom  of   Portugal    furniflies  a 
"^    "■'^melancholy    inftance   of   this  truth.     As  foon  as 
Great  Britain  had  condemned  it  to  a  ftate  of  in- 
adion,  it  is  fallen  into  fuch  barbarifm  as  is  fcarce 
credible.      The   light  which   had   flione  all  over 
Europe,  did    not  extend  itfelf  to  the  frontiers  of 
Portugal.      That  kingdom  was  even  obferved  to 
degenerate,  and  to  attra(fl  the  contempt  of  thofe, 
whofe   emulation   and  jealoul'y   it   had  before  ex- 
cited.    The  advantage  of  having   tolerable  laws, 
while    all  other   ftates  were   involved  in    horrible 
confufion;  this  inefhimable  advantage  has  been  of 
no  fervice  to  the  Portuguefe.     They  have  loft  the 
turn  of  their  genius,  by  forgetting  the  principles 
of  reafon,    morality,   and   politics       The   efforts 
they  may  make  to  emerge  from  this  ftate  of  de- 
generacy and    infatuation,    might  pofiibly  prove 
ineffcdual ;  becaufe  good  reformers  are  not  ealily 
to  be  found  in  that  nation  which  ftands  moft  in 
need  of  them.     Men  who  are  qualified   to  cau(e 
revolutions  in  empires,  are  generally  prepared  to 
it  by  previous   circumflances  ;    and   fcldom  flart 
up  at  once.     They  have  generally  had  their  fore- 
runners, who   have   awakened  the  minds   of  the 
people,  difpofed   them    to   receive  the   light,  and 
prepared  the   necelfary  means  for  bringing   about 
great   revolutions.     As   there  is  no  appearance  of 
ftny  fuch  preparatory  fteps  in  Portugal,  the  nation 
muft  rtill  continue  for  a  long  time  in  this  humili- 
ating condition,  unlefs  it  will  adopt  the  principles 
foll'jwed,  u'ith  fj  much  fuccefs,  by  the  moft  en- 
lightened ftates. 
Means  The  firft  ftep  towards  it's  recovery,  that  firm 

winch  the  jj^j    vigorous    one    without     which  all    the    reft 

court  or  i  i    V  n        i  •  •  i     - 

LiiLon  would  be  unfteady,  uncertain,  ulelels,  and  per- 
ought  to  iiapg  dangerous,  would  be  to  ftiake  off  the  yoke 
ftjuncate^*^  "f  England.     Portugal,  in  her   prefent  fituation, 

cannot 
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cannot  fubfift  without  foreign  commodities ;  there- B  o  o  K 
fore,   it  is    her  intereft  to  promote  the  greatefl      ^^• 
competition  of  fellers   fhe  pollibly  can,  in  order thgj^^_ 
to  reduce  the  price  of  what  fhe  is  obliged  to  buy.  ther-coun- 
As  it  is  no  lefs  the  intereft  of  the  Portuguefe  to  ^y.'  ^"'^ 
difpofe  oF  the  overplus  of  their  own  produce  andnies,  froiu 
that  of  the   colonies,  they  ought,    for  the  fame '^^^i'' ^^'i- 
reafon,  to  invite  as   many    purchafers  as  pofhble^^^     ^^®* 
to    their   harbours,    to    enhance    the    price    and 
increafe    the  quantity  of   their   exports.      Theffe 
political  meafures  arc  certainly  liable  to   no  ob- 
jedion. 

By  the  treaty  of  1703,  the  Portuguefe  are  only 
obliged    to    permit    the    importation    of    woollen 
goods  from  England,  on  the  terms  ftipulated  be- 
fore the  prohibition.     They  might  grant  the  fame 
privilege  to  other  nations,  without   incurring  the 
reproach  of  having  broken  their  engagement.     A 
liberty  granted   to  one  nation,  was  never  inter- 
preted as  an  exclufive    and    perpetual   privilege, 
that  could  deprive  the  prince  who  granted  it,  of 
bis  right  of  extending  it  to  other  nations.     He 
muft   necefl'arily    be   the  Judge   of  what  fuits   his 
own    kingdom.     It  is  not    eafy  to  conceive  what 
rational  objedion  a  Britifh  miniftry  could  make  to 
a  king  of  Portugal  who   fhould  tell  them,  I  will 
encourage  merchants  to   come   to  my  dominions, 
who  will  feed  and  clothe  my  fubjeds  as  cheap  and 
cheaper  than  you,  merchants  v/ho   vvill   take  the 
produce  of  my  colonies,  from  whence  you  will  re- 
ceive nothing  but  gold. 

We  may  judge  of  the  effecft  this  wife  conduit 
would  have,  by  the  events  that  have  taken  place, 
indepenident  of  this  fpirited  refolution.  It  ap- 
pears from  the  rtgifters  of  the  cuftoms,  that  in 
the  fpace  of  five  years,  from  1762  to  1766  in- 
clufively,  England,  v/liich,  'till  very  lately,  en- 
groffed  the  whole  trade  of  Portugal,  hath  only 
Vol.  III.  F  f  fent 
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BOOK^erit    there    goods    to    the  value    of    95,613,547 
i>^-      livres   10  lous  *  ;  and  hath   received   commodiiies 
to  tlie  amount  of  3-7,761,075  I'vres-f- ;  lb  th;it  the 
balance    in    money    hath    been  but    57,692,4.75 
livres  j:. 

The  circumft^nce  which  deceives  ail  Europe, 
with  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  Englifli  trade, 
is,  that  all  the  gold  of  Brazil  is  conveyed  by  the 
road  of  the  Thames.  This  feems  to  be  a  natural 
and  necelTary  conlequence  of  the  affairs  carried  on 
by  that  nation.  But  the  truth  is,  that  metals  are 
not  allowed  to  go  out  of  Portugal ;  and,  therefore, 
can  only  be  brought  away  by  men  of  war,  which 
are  not  liable  to  be  fearched  ^  that  Great  Britain 
lends  two  every  week,  as  regularly  as  the  fea  will 
permit ;  and  that  thefe  fhips  bring  the  riches  of  all 
nations  into  their  illand,  from  whence  the  mer- 
chants, dilperfed  in  the  feveral  countries,  receive 
them,  either  in  kind,  or  in  bills  of  exchange,  pay- 
ing one  per  cent. 

The  BritiCh  miniftry,  who  are  not  the  dupes  of 
thete  dnzzling  appearances,  and  are  but  too  ftrn- 
fiblc  of  the  diminution  of  this  mofl  valuable 
branch  of  their  trade,  have,  for  Ibme  time  pad:, 
taken  incredible  pains  to  rcftore  it  to  it's  former 
llate.  Their  endeavours  will  never  fucceed  ;  be- 
caufc,  this  is  one  of  thofe  events  which  are  not 
within  the  reach  of  political  wifdom.  Jf  the  evil 
arofe  from  favours  granted  to  rival  nations,  or  if 
England  had  been  debarred  from  her  f.»rnier 
privileges,  lome  well  conducted  nrgociations 
might  occafion  a  new  revolution.  But  the  court 
of  Lifb  )n  hath  never  varied  it's  condudt  neither 
with  Great  Britain  nor  with  other  ftates.  Her 
fubjedts  have  had  no  other  inducement  to  give 
the  preference    to  the  mcrchandife   brought  them 

*  3.9S3.897I.  i6.«.  3d.  +   r.sr3,5-81.  2s.  6d. 
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from  all  parts  of  Europe,  than  becaufe  thofc  ofB  O  O  K 

their  former  friends  were  fo  loaded   with  taxes,, [■^ 

that  they  bore  an  exorbitant  price.  The  Por- 
tuguefe  will  procure  many  articles  at  a  ftill  more 
reafonable  rate,  whenever  their  government  fhall 
cftablifh  a  perfedl  equality  in  their  ports  between 
all  nations. 

The  court  of  Lifbon,  after  removing,  in  fome 
meafure,  the  difadvantages  of  their  trade,  which 
is  merely  paflive,  fhould  endeavour  to  make  it  ac- 
tive. Their  minifters,  in  conformity  v/ith  the 
prevailing  tafte  of  the  age,  have  already  eflablifhed 
(bme  manufatlures  of  filk,  of  cotton,  and  of  fteel. 
We  think  that  they  ought  to  have  begun  by  re- 
fuming  the  cultures  that  have  been  dropped,  and  by 
reanimating  thofe  that  are  languid. 

The  climate  of  Portugal  is  favourable  to  the 
produdion  of  fi!k,  of  which  there  was  formerly 
great  plenty.  The  baptifed  Jews  made  it  their 
bufmefs  to  breed  worms,  and  to  prepare  the  filk, 
till  they  were  perfecuted  by  the  inquifition,  which 
was  ftill  more  fevere  and  more  powerful  under  the 
houfc  of  Eraganza,  than  it  had  ever  been  undec 
the  Spanifh  dominion.  Moft  of  the  manufadlur- 
ers  fled  to  the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  and  thofe  who 
fold  the  produce  of  their  labours  removed,  with 
their  effecfls,  to  England  and  Holland,  which  im- 
proved the  activity  of  both  thofe  countries.  This 
difperfion  was  the  ruin  of  the  filk  trade  in  Portu- 
gal, fo  that  no  trace  of  it  remains  at  prefent;  but 
it  might  be  refumed. 

The  next  cultivation  that  ought  to  be  attended 
to,  is  that  of  the  olive-tree.  It  is  now  carried  on, 
and  confbantly  fupplics  all  the  oil  that  is  wanted 
for  home  confumption,  befide  a  fmall  quantity 
every  year  for  exportation  ;  but  this  is  not  fuffi- 
cient.  It  would  be  an  eafy  matter  for  Portugal 
to  ihare,  in  a  more  diredt  manner  with  other  nati- 
F  f  2  ens, 
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Kon.%  the  profits  they  derive  from  this  produftion, 
which  is  wholly  confined  to  the  foinhern  provinces 
of  Europe. 

THtiR  vvool  is  likewife  capnble  of  improve- 
ment. Tiiough  it  be  inferior  to  that  of  Spain; 
the  French,  the  Dutch,  and  even  the  Englilli, 
buy  up  twelve  or  thirteen  thoufand  quintals  of  it 
every  year,  and  would  purchafe  a  greater  quantity 
if  it  were  brought  to  market.  Thofe  who  have 
travelled  through  Portugal,  with  that  fpirit  of 
obfervaiion  which  enables  men  to  form  a  right 
judgment  of  things,  are  of  opinion  that  double 
the  quantity  might  be  obtained,  without  in- 
juring the  other  branches  of  induftry  ;  and  that, 
on  the  contrary,  it  might  tend  to  their  improve- 
ment. 

The  trade  of  fait  fcems  to  have  been  more 
clofely  attended  to.  The  North  annually  takes  off 
a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  tons,  which  may 
cod  1,500,000*.  It  is  corrofive,  and  takes  off 
from  the  weight  and  flavour  of  our  food  -,  but  hath 
the  advantage  of  preferving  filli  and  meat  longer 
than  French  fait.  This  property  will  occafion  a 
greater  demand  for  it,  in  proportion  as  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  country  is  extended. 

The  Portuguefe  found  a  greater  vent  for  their 
wines,  than  might  have  been  exped\ed  from  their 
flavour  and  quality.  Particular  circumflanccs  had 
rendered  them  moil  commonly  ufed  in  the  North 
of  Europe,  and  of  America.  It  was  impolliblc 
to  forcfee,  that  the  court  of  Lifbon  itielf  would 
put  a  flop  to  the  lale  of  them.  The  order  for 
rooting  up  the  vines  in  Portugal,  could  only  be 
cfuflaied  by  private  intertfl.  The  pretence  tor  fo 
extraordinary  a  law  is  fo  abfurd,  that  no  one  has 
given  credit  to  it.     It  is  very  well  known  that  the 

♦  62.500I. 
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ground  where  the  vines  have  flood,  can  never  be  fit  B  o  o  K 
for  the  CLihure  of  corn.  .    ^^* 

But  if  this  were  ever  fo  prad\icable,  it  would 
ftill  be  an  unwarrantable  infringement  of  the 
facred  and  unalienable  right  of  property.  In  a 
monaftery  every  thing  belongs  to  all :  nothing  is 
the  property  of  an  individual,  but  the  joint  pro- 
perty of  the  whole  community  ;  ic  is  one  fingle 
animal  with  twenty,  thirty,  forty,  a  thoufand, 
or  ten  thoufand  heads.  But  it  is  not  the  fame  in 
fociety.  Here  every  individual  hath  the  difpofal 
of  himfelf  and  of  his  property  ;  he  pofleires  a  (hare 
of  the  general  wealth,  v/hich  he  is  ablblute  maf- 
ter  of,  and  may  ufe,  or  even  abufe,  as  he  thinks- 
proper.  A  private  man  mufl  be  at  liberty  to  let 
his  ground  he  I'allow,  if  he  chufes  it,  without 
the  intervention  of  adminiftration.  If  govern- 
ment fhould  afTume  a  right  to  judge  of  the  abufe 
of  property,  it  v/ould  foon  take  upon  itfelf  to 
judge  of  the  ufe  of  it ;  and  then  every  true  idea 
of  liberty  and  property  will  be  deftroyed.  If  it 
can  require  me  to  employ  my  own  property  ac- 
cording to  it's  fancy  ;  if  it  fliould  inflid  punifh- 
ments  on  my  difobedience,  my  negligence,  or 
my  folly,  and  that,  under  pretence  of  general 
and  public  utility,  I  am  no  longer  ablblute  mafter 
of  my  own,  I  am  only  an  adminiftrator,  who  is 
to  be  direfted  by  the  will  of  another.  The  man 
who  lives  in  fociety,  muft  in  this  refped  be  left 
at  liberty  to  be  a  bad  citizen,  becaufe  he  will  foon 
be  feverely  punifhed  by  poverty,  and  by  con- 
tempt, which  is  worfe  than  poverty.  He  who 
burns  his  own  corn,  or  throws  his  money  away,  is 
a  fool  too  rarely  to  be  met  with,  to  make  it  ne- 
cefTary  to  bind  him  by  prohibitive  laws,  which 
would  be  injurious  in  themfelves,  by  their  in- 
fringement of  the  univerfal  and  facred  idea  of 
prcperty.      In  every   well-regulated  conftitution, 

tlie 
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BOO  Kthc  buGnefs  of  the  magiftrate  muft  be  confined  to 
l^-  what  concerns  the  public  fafcty,  inward  tranquil- 
lity, the  contend  of  the  army,  and  the  obfcrv- 
ance  of  the  laws.  Wherever  authoriiy  is  extended 
beyond  this,  we  may  affirm  that  the  people  are 
expo  ed  to  opprelTion.  If  we  take  a  furvcy  of  all 
acres  and  nraions,  that  great  and  fiiblime  idea  of 
public  utility  will  prefent  irfelf  to  our  imagination 
under  the  fymbolical  figure  of  a  Mercuies,  crufh- 
inG;one  part  of  the  people  with  his  club,  amidft 
the  fhouisand  acclamations  of  the  other  part,  who 
arc  not  fenfible  that  they  are  foon  to  fall  under  the 
fame  ftrokes. 

To  return  to  Portugal:  that  country  (lands  in 
need  of  other  meafures  than  have  hitherto  been 
purfued,  to  reflore  the  culture  of  corn  ;  it  is  in  fo 
languid  a  ftate,  that  the  Portuguefe  annually  im- 
port three-fourths  of  the  c.mu  they  confume. 
They  never,  perhaps,  will  be  able  to  gather  their 
whole  fubfifttnce  from  a  foil  which  is  not  fuffi- 
ciently  well  watered  ^  but  it  behoves  them  to  lef- 
fen,  as  much  as  ihcy  p  lllbly  can,  their  depend- 
ence upon  foreign  fuccours.  The  population  isfuffi- 
cient  to  carry  on  the  labours  with  fpirir,  fmce,  by 
allowing  four  perfons  and  a  half  to  each  fire  fide, 
it  amounts  to  one  million  nine  hundred  and  fixty 
thoufand  (ouls,  cxclufive  of  the  monks. 

The  court  of  Lifl)on  would  lie  undjr  a  fatal 
miftake,  if  they  fliould  imagine  that  time  alone 
will  bring  about  fo  great  a  revolution.  It  behoves 
ihem  to  pave  the  way  for  it,  by  a  complete  re- 
formation of  the  taxes,  whicii  have  never  been 
well  regulated  fince  the  foundation  of  the  mo- 
narchy, and  the  confufion  of  which  increafes  every 
year.  When  the  impediments  are  removed, 
every  kind  of  encouragement  muft  be  given. 
One  of  the  moft  fatal  prejudices,  and  molt  de- 
ftru(f\ivc  of  the  happinefs  of  men,  and  the  profpe- 

rity 
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rity  of  nations,  is  that  which  fuppofes  that  menB  O  O  K 
only  are  wanting  for  the  purpofes  of  agriculture.  ^  • 
The  experience  of  all  ages  hath  fliewn,  that  much 
cannot  be  required  of  the  earth,  'lill  much  hath 
been  beftowed  upon  it.  There  are  in  all  Portu- 
gal very  few  farmers  who  are  able  to  advance  the 
neceflary  fums.  Government  Ihould,  therefore, 
alTift  them.  A  revenue  oi  46,884,531  li-.res*, 
properly  difpenfed,  would  facilitate  this  liberality, 
which  is  frequently  more  ceconomical  than  the  moft 
fordid  avarice. 

This  firfl  change  will  be  produdive  of  others. 
The  arts  neceflary  to  agriculture  will  infallibly  rife 
and  grow  up  with  it.  Induftry  will  extend  it's  fe- 
veral  branches,  and  Portugal  will  no  longer  exhi- 
bit an  inflance  of  a  favage  people  in  the  midfl:  of 
civilized  nations.  The  citizen  will  no  longer  be 
forced  to  devote  himfclf  to  celibacy,  or  to  leave 
his  country  in  fearch  of  employment.  Commo- 
dious houfes  will  be  eredted  upon  ruins  ;  and  ma- 
nufadlures  fupply  the  place  of  convents.  The 
fubjedsof  thisalmoft  ruined  (late,  v/hich  now  re- 
femble  thofe  fcattered  and  folitary  flirubs  that  arc 
found  upon  the  foil  of  the  richcll  mines,  will  no 
longer  be  reduced  to  thofe  necellities  they  now  ex- 
perience, noewithftanding  their  mountains  and 
rivers  of  gold.  The  wealth  of  the  ftaie  will  be 
kept  in  conftant  circulation,  and  will  no  longer 
be  buried  in  the  churches.  Superftition  will  be 
banilTied,  together  with  ignorance,  deipair,  and 
indolence.  Thofe  who  have  no  other  objedl  in 
view,  but  to  commit  exctffes,  and  expiate  them, 
who  are  fond  of  miracles  and  magic  arts,  will  then 
be  inflamed  with  public  fpirit.  The  natioi],  freed 
irora  it's  fetters,  and  reflored  to  it's  natural  adivi- 
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B  O  o  Kty,  will  exert  icfelf  with  a  fpirit  worthy  of  it's  for- 
'^"      mer  exploits. 

Portugal  will  recolle»5V,  that  flie  was  indebted 
to  her  navy  for  her  opulence,  her  glory,  and  her 
ftrcngih,  and  will  attend  to  the  means  of  reftoring 
it.  It  will  no  longer  be  reduced  to  fevcntcen 
men  of  vvar,  to  iwmty-five  warlike  iTiips  of 
fmaller  rates,  and  about  a  hundred  merchant- 
men, from  fix  to  eight  hundred  tons  burden, 
which  are  ftill  in  a  more  ruinous  ftaie.  Her  po- 
pulation, reduced  to  one  million  nine  hundred 
and  fixty  ihoufand  fouls,  will  increafe  and  fill 
her  harbours  and  roads  with  a»ftive  fleets.  The 
revival  of  her  navy  will  be  doubtlefs  dillicult  for 
a  pov/er,  whofe  flag  is  not  known  on  any  of  the 
European  feas,  and  which,  for  a  century  pad,  has 
given  up  her  navigation  to  any  power  that  would 
attend  to  it  ;  but  every  cbflacle  will  be  fur- 
mounted  by  a  wife  and  prudent  government. 
When  once  it  carries  on  all  the  navigation  that 
fhould  belong  to  it,  confiderable  fums  will  be  re- 
tained in  the  kingdom,  which  are  now  confl:antly 
expended  for  freight. 

This  change  will  extend  it's  influence  to  the 
iflands  that  arc  dependent  on  the  crown.  Ma- 
deira, the  annual  exports  of  which  amount  to 
4,65^,800  livres  •,  will  extend  it's  labour,  it's 
pn^lperity,  and  it's  riches.  The  Azores  will  be 
flill  more  improved.  We  know  that  this  Arciii- 
pelago,  confifling  of  nine  iflands,  of  which  Ter- 
cera  is  the  principal,  hath  no  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  ihoufand  inhabitants-,  and  fells 
at  prefent  to  the  mother-country,  to  Brazil,  and 
to  North  America,  it's  wines,  it's  linens,  it's  corn, 
and  it's  cattle,  to  the  amount  only  of  2,440,00x3 
livres +.     Even  the  Cape  dc  Verd    Iilinds,  not- 
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withftanding  the  frequent  droughts   they  expe-  B  o  o  K 
rience,  will  be  able  to  multiply  their  mules,  and  ^__^ 
more  efpecially  to  cultivate  the  Perella,  that  fpe- 
cies  of  grafs  of  the   colour  of  mofs,  which  the 
[   North  of  Europe  employs  with  fo  much  advan- 
'   tage   in   dying.     The  government  will  not  con- 
i   fine   themfelves   to   the  encouragement,   in   their 
pofleflions,  of  the  cultures  only  that  are  known 
,  there ;  they  will  take  care  to  introduce  new  ones, 
I  which  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  and  the  tempera- 
ture and  variety  of  the  climate,  fecm  inceffantly 
to  require. 

.  These  new  improvements  will  be  principally 
felt  in  Brazil,  tiiat  great  colony,  which  hath  never 
been  what  it  ought. 

Before  the  year  1525,  it  received  only  fome 
banifhed  perfons,  without  either  morals  or  for- 
tune. 

The  grandees,  who  at  this  period  obtained  pro- 
vinces there,  made  it  a  fcene  of  carnage  and  de- 
ftru6tion.  For  the  fpace  of  fixty  years,  there  was 
a  continual  ftruggle  between  the  Portuguefe,  who 
wiftied  to  enflave  all  •,  and  the  Indians,  who  refuf- 
ed  to  bear  the  chains  that  were  intended  for  them, 
or  who  broke  them  after  they  had  been  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  them. 

Even  the  labours  of  a  few  Brazilians,  who  were 
kept  under  the  yoke  by  a  watchful  exertion  of 
tyranny,  were  inconfiderable.  Thofe  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans were  nothing,  becaufe  they  would  have 
thought  themfelves  degraded  by  flavifh  occupati- 
ons. The  only  fucccfs  that  could  be  expected  was 
from  the  Negroes  ;  but  they  did  not  begin  to  mul- 
tiply there  till  towards  the  year  i  570. 

Ten  years  after  this  Portugal  was  enflaved ; 
and  we  may  readily  fuppofe  that  the  Spanifh  go- 
vernment,  which  fuffered  it's  own  ancient  poflef- 
fions  in  the  other  Hemifphere  to  fall  into  confu- 

fjon. 
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B  O  O  K  Hon,  did  not   exert   itfelF  in   improving  the  colo- 
'^-      nies  of  a  nation,  which,  though  liibducd,  fliU  ex- 
cited it's  fufpicions. 

The  long  and  bloody  wars  which  'Br^zW  li.id  to 
fuRain  againft  the  Dutch,  retardv;d  it's  prog  re  Is  in 
every  particular. 

T'nis  was  alfo  again  impeded,  by  the  revolu- 
tion which  freed  Portugal  from  the  yoke  of  Spam, 
while  it  kept  the  two  naiions  i;i  arms  during 
eighteen  years. 

While  ihefe  contefts  were  fubfiflinp;,  the  Eu- 
ropean nations  that  had  formed  feitlcments  in 
America,  began  to  cultivate  there  produc\ions, 
which  till  that  time  had  been  peculiar  to  Brazil. 
This  competition  lowered  the  price  ot  them ; 
and  the  colony,  difcouiaged,  did  not  export  more 
than  half  of  what  they  previoully  fold.  So  great 
a  misfortune  warned  the  miniflry  of  the  necefliiy 
of  freeing  iheie  cornmodiiies  from  the  taxes  wiih 
which  they  were  laden  at  their  entrance  into  the 
mother  country.  The  difcovery  of  the  mines  oc- 
cafioncd  thefe  objedls  to  be  negle(^led,  w  hich  from 
that  time  appeared  to  be  lefs  imporiant  than  they 
really  were. 

Gold  and  diamonds,  which  are  articles  of  va- 
lue merely  by  convention,  were  themfclves  preju- 
dicial to  cultures,  which  they  might  have  encou- 
raged. The  hopes  of  makmg  a  brilliant  fortune, 
by  collecling  thefe  fugitive  and  precarious  riches, 
determined  a  great  number  of  proprietors  to  aban* 
don  their  plantations. 

This  fatal  illufion  began  to  be  dilVipated,  when 
the  fyllem  of  monopolizers  put  a  flop  to  the  incli- 
nation generally  flicwn,  of  refuming  a  plan  which 
was  more  fafe,  and  even  more  lucrative,  than 
that  which  had  at  firfl  fo  much  inflamed  the  ima- 
ginations of  men. 

Tub 
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The  laft  difputes  with  Spain  were,  in  a  word,C  O  O  K 
a  new  fource  of  defolation  to  the  colony.  The  in-,__^;[^ 
habitants  were  compelled  by  violence  to  quit  their 
labours;  loans  were  extorted  from  them  without 
intereft,  for  vshich  they  have  not  yet  been  reim- 
burfed  ;  they  were  expofed  to  the  utmoft  outrages 
of  the  mofl  barbarous  defpotifm. 

At  prefenr,  that  thefe  obftacles  to  every  kind 
of  good  are  moft  of  them  removed,  the  riches 
which  Brazil  offers  in  vain,  for  three  centuries 
paft,  are  no  longer  to  be  rejecfled.  The  climate 
is  wholefome  in  that  part  of  the  New  World  ;  the 
harbours  are  numerous;  and  the  coafts,  which  are 
of  eafy  accefs,  arc  generally  fertile.  The  inland 
part  of  the  country,  which  is  ftill  more  fruit- 
ful, and  interfcdted  by  a  great  number  of  navi- 
gable rivers,  may  be  cultivated  for  the  wants  or 
tor  the  luxuries  of  Europe.  All  the  produ(ftions 
peculiar  to  America  thrive  there,  notvvithftanding 
the  havock  made  by  the  ants,  and  without  appre- 
henfion  of  feeing  them  deflroyed  by  thofe  ter- 
rible hurricanes,  and  by  thofe  devouring  droughts 
which  fo  frequently  lay  wafte  the  bed  iflands  of 
this  hemifphere.  It  gives  encouragement  to  la- 
bour, from  the  pleniy  of  provifions,  of  cattle, 
and  of  flaves ;  nothing  is  wanting  to  make  it  one 
of  the  finefl  eflabliOiments  upon  the  face  of  the 
globe. 

It  v/ill  become  To,  when  it  fliall  be  freed  from 
that  number  of  impofts,  and  from  that  multitude 
of  contractors  which  keep  it  in  a  ftate  of  humilia- 
tion and  oppreflion,  when  it's  activity  fhall  no 
longer  be  reftrained  by  numberlefs  monopolies; 
when  the  price  of  the  merchandife  conveyed  to 
it  fhall  not  be  doubled  by  the  taxes  impofed  upon 
them  ;  when  it's  produdions  fliall  pay  no  more 
du.'ie.s,  or  fhall  only  pay  fuch  as  are  not  more 
confiderable  than  thofe  of  it's  competitors;  when 

it's 
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BOO  Kit's  intercourfe  with  the  other  national  pofTefllons 
^^-  fhall  have  been  difencumbered  from  the  fhackles 
which  confine  it ;  when  the  Eaft  Indies  fhall  be 
laid  open  to  it,  and  when  it  fhall  be  permitted  to 
draw  from  it's  own  produce  the  money  required  to 
carry  on  this  new  conne(n:ion. 

The  colony  hath  hands  fufficient  to  multiply 
and  to  extend  thefe  labours.  At  the  time  of  our 
writing,  it  reckons  one  hundred  feventy-fix  thou- 
fand  and  twenty-tigiit  white  men  ;  three  hundred 
foriy-feven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
flaves;  tsvo  hundred  feventy-eight  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  forty-nine  Indians ;  which  together 
forms  a  population  of  eight  hundred  and  two 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  perfons. 
The  number  of  favages,  ftill  wandering  cbout  in 
the  Brazils,  is  computed  at  two  hundred  thou- 
fand. Perhaps  it  might  not  be  impoHible  to  in- 
duce them  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the 
court  of  Lifbon;  but  this  would  not  be  attended 
with  much  advantage,  unlefs  dired\ors,  more  en- 
lightened than  their  predecclTors,  fhould  contrive 
methods  that  have  efcaped  the  refledlion  of  men 
for  three  centuries  paft. 

A  MORE  certain  method  of  increafing  the  mafs 
of  productions,  would  be  to  admit  into  the  Bra- 
zils all  foreigners  who  would  undertake  the  cul- 
tivation of  them  ;  an  infinite  number  of  Ameri- 
cans, Englifl),  French,  or  Dutch,  whole  planta- 
tions are  e.xhaufled  ;  and  many  Europeans,  prompt- 
ed by  the  ardent  defire  at  prcfent  grown  fo  com- 
mon, of  making  a  rapid  fortune,  would  convey 
their  adivity,  their  induflry,  and  their  capitals  in- 
to the  country.  Thefe  cnterprifing  men  would 
introduce  a  better  fpirit  into  the  colony,  and  would 
infufe  into  the  degenerate  race  of  the  Portuguefe 
Creoles,  that  kind  of  animation  which  ihcy  have 
loft  for  fo  long  a  time. 

This 
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This  order  of  things  might  be  eftablifhed  with-B  O  O  K 
:  out  prejudice  to  any  other  interefl:.     Two-thirds  ^    ^^^ 
I  of  the  borders  of  the  great   rivers  are  cuhivated. 
!  Thefe  virgin  lands  belong  to    the  crown,  whofe 
fyftem  it  hath  always  been   to  grant  gratuitouily 
one  league  of  territory,  under  the  exprefs  condi- 
tion of  cultivating  it  in  a  given  time.     By  diftri- 
buting  thefe  domains  to  their  new   fubjeds,  they 
would  not  fpoil  their  old  ones,  and  they  would  in- 
creafe  their  cultures  as  well  as  the  number  of  their 
defenders. 

But  in  order  to  accelerate  the  advantages  of 
this  new  plan,  it  would  be  necefiary  to  efface 
even  the  llighteft  veftige  of  the  inquifition,  that 
horrible  tribunal  the  very  name  of  which  makes 
all  people  fhudder  who  have  not  entirely  given 
up  their  reafon.  This  would  even  be  a  matter  of 
little  importance,  if  at  the  fame  time  the  influ- 
ence of  the  clergy  were  not  alfo  diminiflied  in 
the  public  deliberations  and  in  the  affairs  of  indi- 
viduals. 

Some  ftates  have  been  known  to  favour  the 
corruption  of  priefls,  in  order  to  weaken  the 
afcendant  that  fuperftition  gives  them  over  the 
minds  of  the  people.  That  this  method  is  not 
always  infallible,  appears  from  what  has  happened 
in  the  Brazils,  nor  is  this  execrable  policy  recon- 
cileable  with  the  principles  of  morality.  It  would 
be  more  kcnre  and  more  eligible  to  open  the  doors 
of  the  fandluaiy  to  all  the  citizens  without  dif- 
lindtion  Philip  II.,  when  he  became  mafl:er  of 
Portugal,  enacted,  that  they  fnould  be  fhut  againll 
all  fuch  whofe  blood  was  tainted  with  any  mix- 
ture wi:.h  Jews,  Heretics,  or  Negroes.  This 
dilTindion  hath  given  a  dangerous  fuperiority  to 
a  let  of  men  who  v.-ere  already  too  pov/erful.  It 
hath  been  aboiifhed  in  the  African  fcttlementSi 
and  why  Ihould  it  be  continued  in  America  ?  Why, 
I  after 
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BOOK  after  taking  from  the  clergy  the  authority  they 
J.^  derived  from  their  birth,  Ihould  they  not  be 
abridged  of  the  power  they  aflume  on  account  of 
their  riches. 

Some  pwliiicians  have  aflerted  that  no  govern- 
ment ought  ever  to  appoint  a  fixed  income  for  the 
clergy,  but  that  their  fpiriiual  fervices  fhould  be 
paid  by  thofe  who  have  recourfe  to  them.  That 
this  method  would  excite  their  zeal  and  vigilance. 
That  they  would  grow  daily  more  expert  in  the 
care  of  fouls  by  experience,  ftudy,  and  applica- 
tion. Thefe  rtatefmen  have  been  oppofed  by 
philofophers,  who  maintained  that  an  oeconomy, 
which  would  tend  to  increafe  the  ad\ivity  of  the 
clergy,  would  be  fatal  to  public  tranquillity  ;  and 
that  It  was  better  to  lull  that  ambitious  body  into 
idlenefs,  than  to  give  it  new  ftrcngth.  It  is  ob- 
Icrved,  fay  they,  that  churches  and  religious  houfes, 
which  have  no  fettled  income,  are  fo  many  repofi- 
taries  of  fuperftition,  maintained  at  the  expence  of 
the  lower  clafs  of  people,  v/here  faints,  miracles, 
relics,  and  all  the  inventions  with  which  impollure 
hath  loaded  religion,  are  made.  So  that  it  would 
be  a  benefit  to  fociety,  if  the  clergy  had  a  dated 
provifion  ;  but  fo  moderate,  as  to  reftrain  the 
ambition  of  the  body  and  the  number  of  it's  mem- 
bers. Poverty  makes  them  fanatical ;  opulence 
independent  j  and  both  concur  to  render  them 
feditious. 

Such  at  lead  was  the  opinion  of  a  philofopher, 
who  faid  to  a  great  monarch  :  There  is  a  powerful 
body  in  your  dominions,  which  hr.th  aiTumcd  a 
power  of  fufpending  the  labour  of  your  fubjeds, 
whenever  it  thinks  proper  to  call  them  into  it's 
temples.  This  body  is  authorized  to  fpeak  to 
them  a  hundred  times  a  year,  and  to  fpeak  in  the 
name  of  God.  .  It  tells  them  that  the  moft  pow- 
erful fovcreign  is  no  more  in  the  fight  of  the  Su- 
preme 
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preme  Being  than  the  meaneft  flavc;  and  that,  asB  O  O  K 
it  is  infpired  by  the  creator  of  all  things,  it  is  to  ^^• 
be  believed  in  preference  to  the  mafters  of  the 
world.  The  effeds  of  fuch  a  fyfbem  threaten  the 
total  fubvcrfion  of  fociety,  unlels  the  minifliers  of 
religion  are  made  dependent  on  the  magiftrate  ; 
and  they  will  never  be  efFednally  fo,  tinlefs  they 
derive  their  ftibfiJlence  from  him.  This  is  the 
only  way  to  cftablifh  a  iiarmony  between  the 
oracles  of  heaven  and  the  maxims  of  government. 
It  is  the  bufinefs  of  a  prudent  adminiftration  to 
bring,  without  difturbances  or  commotions,  the 
clergy  to  that  flate  in  which  they  will  be  able  to 
do  good,  without  having  it  in  their  power  to  do 
mifchief. 

Till  the  court  of  LifDon  hath  attained  this  fa- 
lutary  end,  all  projeds  of  reformation  will  be  in- 
cfre<!tual.  The  defecils  of  ecclehaftical  govern- 
ment will  flill  fubfifl:,  notwithftanding  all  endea- 
vours to  reform  them.  The  clergy  muft  be  brought 
to  depend  upon  the  magiftrate,  before  the  Portu- 
guefe  who  live  in  Brazil  can  venture  to  oppofe 
their  tyranny.  Perhaps  even  the  prejudices  thefe 
inhabitants  have  imbibed  from  a  faulty  and  mo- 
naftic  education,  may  be  too  deeply  rooted  in  their 
minds,  to  be  ever  eradicated.  Thefe  enlightened 
views  fee.Ti  to  be  referved  for  the  next  generation. 
This  revolution  might  be  hallened,  by  obliging 
the  chief  proprietors  to  fend  their  children  to  Eu- 
rope for  education,  and  by  reforming  the  plan  of 
public  education  in  Portugal. 

All  ideas  are  eafily  imprelTed  upon  tender  or- 
gans. The  foul,  without  experience  as  without 
rctlcflion,  readily  admits  truth  and  falfehood  in 
matters  of  opinion,  and  equally  adopts  what  is 
either  conducive  or  prejudicial  to  the  public  wel- 
fare. Young  people  may  be  taught  to  value  or 
depreciate  their  ov/n  rcafcn  ;  to  make  ufe  of  ir,  or 

to 
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B  o  O  Kto  ncgled  it ;  to  confider  it  as  their  beft  guide,  or 
^____[^'      to  miftruft  it's  powers.    Faih^rs  obllinately  ckfcnd 
the  abfurdiiics  they  were  taught  in  their  infancy, 
their  children  will  be  as  fond  of  the  leading  prin- 
ciples in   which   they  have  been  trained.     They 
will   bring  back   into   Brazil   notions  of  religion, 
morality,    adminiftration,    commerce,    and   agri- 
culcure.     The  mother-country  will  confer  places 
of  truft  on  them  alone.     They  will  then  exert  the 
talents  they  have   acquired,  and   the   face  of  the 
colony   will  be    totally   changed.      Writers   who 
fpeak  of  it,  will  no  longer  lament  the  idlenefs,  the 
ignorance,  the  blunders,    the   fupcrftitions  which 
have  been  the  ground-work  of  it's  adminillration. 
The  hirtory  of  this  colony  will  no  longer   be  a  fa- 
tire  upon  it. 
Whether       The  fear  of  Incenfing  Great  Britain    muft  nut 
of^LiO)"    protrad   thefe   happy    alterations  one   hngle    mo- 
ought  to     ment.     The  motives   which,    perhaps,  have   pre- 
putaitop  vented   them  hitherto  are    but   prejudices,  which 
P^rojeftsof  ^^''l  be  removed  upon  the  flighccft  examination, 
icformati-  There    are    numberlefs    political    errors,    wiiicli, 
ou  from    Qp^.,.   adopted,   become   principles.      Such   is  the 
heniioii  of  prevailing  notion  at  the  court  or  LilDon,  that  the 
a  rupture  ft^te  canuot  cxift  or  profper  but  by  means  of  the 
J^JjJ  '"^"Englifh.      It    is    forgotten    that    the    Portiiguefe 
monarchy   was  formed  without  the  help  of  Dther 
nations;  that  during  the  whole  lime  of  ihcir  con- 
tefts  with  the  Moors,  they  were  fupported  by  no 
foreign  power;  that  their  greatnefs  had  been  in- 
creafing    for    three   centuries    fuccedivelyj    when 
they  ex:ended  their  dominion  over  Afiica   and  ih<i 
Eaft  and  Weft-Indies  by  their  own  ftrength.     All 
thefe   great    rcvoluticns  were    performed   by    the 
Poriugucfe  alone.      Was  it  rieceOary   then    that 
this  nation  fliould  difcover  a  great  ireafure,  and 
be  a  proprietor  of  rich  minCvS,    merely    to    fug- 
ged the   idea  of  it's  bein"  unable  to  fupport  it- 
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felf  ?  Are  the  Portugnefe  to  be  compared  to  thofeB  O  O  K 
foolifh  individuals,  whofe  heads  are  turned  by  the      ^^* 

ibarraflVnent  which  their  newly  acquired  riches 
-  ccafion  ? 

No  nation  ought  to  fubmit  to  be  protef^ed.  If 
the  people  are  wife,  they  will  have  forces  relative 
to  their  fituation  ;  and  will  never  have  more  ene- 
mies than  they  are  able  to  wiihftand.  Unlefs  their 
ambition  be  unbounded,  they  have  allies,  who, 
for  their  own  fakes,  will  warmly  and  faithfully  fup- 
port  their  intereft.  This  general  truth  is  peculiarly 
applicable  to  thofeflates  that  are  polfeired  of  mines. 
][  is  the  intereft  of  all  other  nations  to  be  in  amity 
with  them,  and  if  there  be  occafion  for  it,  they 
will  all  unite  for  their  prefervation  Let  Portugal 
but  hold  the  balance  even  between  all  the  powers 
of  Europe,  and  they  will  form  an  impenetrable 
barrier  around  her.  England  herfelf,  though  de- 
prived of  the  preference  Ihe  hath  too  long  enjoyed, 
will  ftiil  fupport  a  nation  whofe  independence  is 
effential  to  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe.  All 
nations  would  quickly  join  in  common  caufe,  if 
Spain  fhould  ever  be  fo  mad  for  conqueft,  as  to  at- 
tempt any  thing  againft  Portugal.  Never  would 
the  jealous,  reftlels,  and  quick-fighted  policy  of 
our  age  futfer  all  the  treafures  of  the  New  World 
to  be  in  the  fame  hands,  or  that  one  houfe  fhould 
be  fo  powerful  in  America,  as  to  threaten  the  li- 
berties of  Europe. 

This  fecurify,  however,  fhould  not  induce  the 
court  of  Lifbon  to  neglect  the  means  of  their  own 
prefervation,  as  they  did  when  ihey  truftcd  to  the 
Britifh  arms  for  their  defence,  or  indolently  refl:ed 
on  the  fupinenefs  of  their  neighbours:  when,  defli- 
tute  of  land  or  fea  forces,  they  were  accounted  as 
nothing  in  the  political  fyftem,  which  is  the  great- 
eft  difgrace  that  can  befal  a  nation.  If  the  Portu- 
guefe  v/ill  regain  the  confequence  tbev  have  loft. 

Vol.  lil.  G  g  '  they 
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BOO  Kthey  mufl:  put  themfelves  in  fuch  a  ftate,  as  not  to 
^^-  be  afraid  of  war,  and  even  to  declare  it  themfelves, 
"^if  their  rights  or  their  fafety  ("hould  require  it.  It 
is  not  always  an  advantage  to  a  nation  to  continue 
in  peace,  when  all  the  reft  are  in  arms.  In  the  po- 
litical as  in  the  natural  world,  a  great  event  will 
have  very  extenfive  effeds.  The  rife  or  fall  of  one 
empire  will  affedl  all  the  reft.  Even  thofe  which  are 
furtheft  removed  from  the  feat  of  war,  are  fomc- 
times  the  victims  of  their  moderation  or  of  their 
weaknefs.  Thefe  maxims  are  dire<f\ly  applicable 
to  Portugal,  particularly  at  this  jundure,  when  the 
example  of  her  neighbours,  the  critical  fituation  of 
her  haughty  allies,  the  felicitations  of  the  powers 
who  are  jealous  of  her  friendfliip;  in  fliort,  every 
thing  calls  upon  her  to  roufe,  and  to  exert  herfelf. 

If  the  Ponuguefe  will  not  at  length  frequent  the 
fcas,  where  alone  they  can  diftinguifh  themfelves, 
and  from  whence  they  muft  derive  their  profperity, 
if  they  do  not  appear  with  a  powerful  force  at  the 
extremity  of  Europe,  where  nature  haih  (o  happi- 
ly placed  them,  their  fate  is  decided,  the  monarchy 
is  at  an  end.     They  will  fall  again  into  the  chains 
they  had  fhaken  oft'  for  a  moment :  as  a  lion  that 
fhould  drop  afteep  at  the  door  of  his  den,  after  he 
had  broken  it  open.     The  little  circulation  there  is 
ftill  within,  would  but  indicate  thofe  feeble  figns  of 
life,  which  are  the  fymptoms  of  approaching  death. 
The  few  triflnig  regulations  they  might  make  from 
time  to  time,  refpeding  the  finances,  the  police, 
commerce,  and  the  navy,  whether  at  home  or  for 
the  colonics,  would  be  but  weak  palliatives,  which, 
by  concealing  their  fituation,  would  make  it  only 
the  more  dangerous. 
Isitrea-       It  cannot  be  denied  that  Portugal  hath  fuftered 
fonably  to  the  moft  favourable  opportunity,  that  could  have 
ed  "hat^^"  ^^^^^^  ^^  refuming  her  former  fplendour,  to  efcape. 
Portugal   They  are  not  politics  alone  that  prepare  revolu- 
tions. 
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tions.   Some  de{lru(5tive  phaenomenon  may  change  BOOK 
the  face  of  an  empire.   The  earthquake  of  the  firft  ^^L,_f 
of  November,  1755,  which  overthrew  the  capital  ^^.ju  i^. 
of  Portugal,  ought  to  have  reflored  the  kingdom,  prove  it'« 
The  deftrudion  of  a  proud  city  is  often  the  prefer-  J|fjj%nf'» 
vation  of  a  whole  ftate,  as  the  opulence  of  one  man  colonies  ? 
may  be  the  ruin  of  thoufands.  Stately  edifices  might 
be  fubverted  ;    efFcdts,    moftly  belonging  to  fo- 
reigners, might    be  deftroyed ;    idle,    debauched, 
and  corrupt  men  might  be  b.iried  under  heaps  of 
ruins,  without  afFeding  the  public  welfare.     The 
earth,  in  a  tranfient  fit  of  rage,  had  only  taken 
what  fhe  was  able  to  reftore ;  and  the  gulphs  fhc 
opened  under  one  city,  were  already  digged  for  the 
foundations  of  another. 

But  we  cannot  flatter  ourfelves  with  the  hopes 
of  future  improvements,    while  we  do  not  fee  a 
better  order  of  things,    a  new  ftate,  and  a  new 
people,   a  better   management  rifing  out  of  the 
ruins  of   Lifbon.      The   nation  that  is  not  im- 
proved  by  a  great  cataftrophe   is  ruined  without 
refource,  or  the  period  of   it's  reftoration  is  re- 
ferved  for  fuch  diftant  ages,  that  it  is  probable  it 
will  fooner  be  annihilated  than  it  can  be  regene- 
rated.    May  Heaven  preferve  Portugal  from  this 
fatal  event !    May  it  remove  from  my  mind  the 
prefage  which  cannot  be  impreflcd  upon  it  with- 
out plunging  me  into  the  deepeft  affliction  .?  But 
at  this  inftant  I  cannot  conceal  from  myfelf,  that 
as  much  as  the  great  (hocks  of  nature  give  energy 
to  enlightened  minds,    fo   much  do  they  deprefs 
thofe  that  are  vitiated  by  the  habit  of  ignorance 
and  fuperftition.  Government,  which  every  where 
takes  advantage  of  the  credulity  of  the  people, 
and  which  nothing  can  divert  from  the  fettled  pur- 
pofe  of  extending  the  boundaries  of  authority,  be- 
came more  encroaching  at  the  very  inftant  that 
the  nation  grew  more  timorous.    Men  of  bold 
G  g  2  fpirits 
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BOOKfpirits  opprefTed  thofe  that  were  weak;  and  the 
^^'  epocha  of  that  great  phaenomcnon  turned  out  to  be 
the  epocha  of  accumulated  flavery  ;  a  melancholy 
but  common  efteft  of  the  caiartrophics  of  nature. 
They  ufually  make  men  a  prey  to  the  artifices  of 
thofe  who  are  ambitious  of  ruling  over  them. 
Then  it  is  that  they  take  large  ftrides,  by  repeat- 
ed ads  of  arbitrary  power  ;  whether  it  be  that 
thofe  who  govern,  do  really  believe  that  the  people 
were  born  to  obey,  or  whether  they  think  that, 
by  extending  their  own  power,  they  increafe  the 
ftrength  of  the  public.  Thofe  fahe  politicians  arc 
not  aware  that  with  fuch  principles,  a  (late  is  like 
an  over-ftrained  fpring,  which  will  break  at  laft, 
and  recoil  againfl:  the  hand  that  bends  it.  The  pre- 
fent  fituaiion  of  the  continent  of  South  America, 
but  too  plainly  evinces  the  juflncfs  of  this  com  pa- 
ri fon.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  fhew  the  effeds  of  a 
different  condud  in  the  American  iflands. 


BOOK 
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BOOK      X. 


Settlement  of  the  European  nations  in  the  great  Ar- 
chipelago of  America. 

HITHERTO  we  have  been  only  proceed- B  O  O  K 
ing  from  one  fcene  of  horror  to  another ; , ^• 

in  following  the  fteps  of  the  Spaniards  and  of  the Confidera- 
Portuguefe.  Let  us  now  fee  whether  the  Eng-  tions  upon 
lifh,  French,  Hollanders,    and  Danes,  whom  we  ?^;n*^°'i"„ 

'       .  '  '     .  I         n        1         1  duct  of  all 

are  going  to  accompany  mto  the  lilands,  have  the  Euro- 
(hewn  themfelves  lefs  favage  than  thofe  who  took  P^^".  "a"- 
pofTefllon  of  the  continent.  Will  the  inhabitants  ^"^ J" ^'^* 
of  thefe  limited  fpaces  be  expofed  to  the  deplo- World, 
rable  deftiny  of  the  Peruvians,  of  the  Mexicans, 
and  of  the  Brazilians .?  Is  it  poffible  that  civilized 
men,  who  have  all  lived  in  their  country  under 
forms  of  government,  if  not  wife,  at  lead  anci- 
ent ;  who  have  all  been  bred  up  in  places  where 
they  were  inftrudted  with  the  lelTons,  and,  fomc- 
times,  with  the  example  of  virtue ;  who  were  all 
brought  up  in  the  midft  of  polifhed  cities,  in  which 
a  rigid  exercife  ofjufticemuft  have  accuftomed 
them  to  refpedt  their  fellow-creatures ;  is  it  poHi- 
ble  that  all  fuch  men,  without  exception,  fhould 
purfue  a  line  of  condutft  equally  contrary  to 
the  principles  of  humanity,  to  their  inierefl,  to 
their  fafeiy,  and  to  the  firfl:  dawnings  of  rea- 
fon  ;  and  that  they  fiiould  continue  to  become 
more  barbarous  than  the  favage }  Shall  I,  for 
ever,  be  reduced  to  the  necellity  of  prefenting 
none  but  horrid  images?  Good  God!  For  what 
an  office  was  I  deftined  ?  This  change  of  charac^ 
ter,  in  the  European  who  quits  his  country,  is  a 

phaeno- 
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B  O  O  K  phacnomenon  of  fo  extraordinary  a  nature,  the 
^'  imagination  is  fo  deeply  afFeded  with  it,  that 
while  it  attends  to  it  with  aflonifhment,  refle(f\ioa 
tortures  itfelf  in  endeavouring  to  find  out  the  prin- 
ciple of  it,  whether  it  exift  in  human  nature  in  ge- 
neral, or  in  the  peculiar  charader  of  the  naviga- 
tors, or  in  the  circumftances  preceding  or  pofterior 
to  the  event. 

It  is  a  queftion  which  naturally  occurs,  Whc' 
ther  a  man  who  is  freed,  by  whatfoever  caufe, 
from  the  reftraint  of  the  laws,  be  not  more  wicked 
than  the  man  who  hath  never  felt  this  reftraint? 
Perfons  who  are  fufficiently  diffatisfied  with  their 
lot,  fufficiently  deprived  of  refources  in  their  own 
country,  fufficiently  poor,  or  fufficiently  ambi- 
tious to  entertain  a  contempt  for  life,  and  to  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  infinite  dangers  and  labours, 
upon  the  precarious  hope  of  making  a  rapid  for* 
tune;  do  they  not  carry  about  with  them  the 
fatal  feeds  of  a  fpirit  of  depredation,  which  muft 
unavoidably  have  manifefled  itfelf  with  incon- 
ceivable rapidity  and  violence,  when  they  came 
into  another  climate,  far  from  the  cffedls  of 
public  refcntment,  and  when  they  were  no  longer 
awed  by  the  prefence  of  their  fellow-citizens,  or 
reftrained  by  fliame  or  fear  ?  Doth  not  the  hiftory 
of  all  focietics  prove  to  us,  that  thofe  men  on. 
whom  nature  hath  beftowed  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  energy,  are  moft  commonly  villains? 
The  danger  of  a  long  flay,  and  the  neccflliy  of  a 
fpeedy  return,  added  to  the  defire  of  juflifying 
the  expences  incurred  in  the  enterprifc,  by  a 
difplay  of  the  riches  of  the  lately  difcovercd 
countries,  muft  neceffarily  have  occafioned  and 
accelerated  the  violent  fleps  taken  to  acquire  the 
poflefTion  of  them.  Did  not  the  chiefs  of  the 
enterprife,  and  their  companions,  terrified  by  the 
dangers  they  had  undergone,  by  thofe  which  they 

werq 
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were  dill  to  undergo,  and  by  the  miferies  theyBOOK 
had   fufFered,  did  they   not  determine   to  makc^     X* 
themfelves  amends  for  their  fufFerings,  like  men 
who  were  refolved  not  to  expofe  themfelves  to 
them  a  fecond  time  ?  Did  the  idea  of  forming  a 
colony  in  thofe  diflant  regions,  and  of  increafmg 
the  dominions  of  their  fovereign  with  them,  ever 
prefent  itfelf  diftindtly  to  the  minds  of  thefe  firft 
adventurers ;  and  did  not  the  New  World  rather 
appear  to  them,  as  a  rich  prey  that  was  to  be  de- 
voured, than  as  a  conqueft   which  they  ought  to 
prote(ft  ?    Was  not  the  mifchief  begun  by  thefe 
atrocious  motives,  perpetuated,  fometimes  by  the 
indifference  of  minifters,  and   fometimes  by  the 
divifions  between  the  European  nations;  and  was 
it  not  arrived  to  the  utmoft  pitch,  when  times  of 
tranquillity  infpired  our  governments  with  more 
rational    principles?    Had   the  firft  deputies,    to 
whom  the  authority  and  infpedion  of  thofe  coun- 
tries had  b€en  intrufted  ;  or  could  they  have  the 
knowledge,  and  the  virtue  requifite  to  make  them* 
felves  beloved  by  the  natives,  to  conciliate   their 
refpedl  and  confidence,  and  to  eftablilli  a  fyftem 
of  police  and  laws  among  them  ?  Did  they  nor, 
on  the  contrary,  carry  along  with  them,  to  thofe 
diflant  regions,  the  fame  thirft  of  gold  which  had 
laid  them  wafte  ?  Could  it  be  expeded,  that  at 
the  origin  of  thefe  fettlements  a   plan  of  admi- 
nillration  could  be  formed,  which  the  experience 
of  feveral  centuries  hath  not  been  capable  of  efta- 
blifliing  ?    Is  it  pollible,  even  in  our  days,  to  rule 
nations  which  are  feparated  by  immenfe  feas  from 
the  mother-country,  in  the  fame  manner  as  fub- 
jeds,    who   are   fituated    immediately    under   the 
eye  of  the  fovereign  ?  Since  diftant  pofts  are  ne-* 
ver  folicited  and   filled,  unlcfs  by  indigent,  rapa- 
cious  men,  without   talents  or  morals,    ftrangers 
;o  all  fcntiment  of  honour,  and -to  every  idea  of 

equity, 
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BOO  Kcquit)',  the  refufe  of  the  higher  ranks  of  the  ftatc, 
X-  muft  we  not  confider  the  fplendoiir  of  the  colonies, 
in  after  times,  as  a  chimerical  notion  ;  and  will 
not  the  fLitiire  happinefsof  thefe  regions  be  a  phae- 
nomenon  dill  more  riirprifnig,  than  their  firft  de- 
vartation  was. 

Accursed,  therefore,  be  the  moment  of  their 
difcovery !  And  yfiu,  European  fovereigns,  what 
motive  can  excire  your  jealous  ambition  for  pof- 
rcfnons,  the  miieiy  of  which  you  can  only  perpe- 
tuate i  And  V  hy  do  ye  not  reftore  them  to  them- 
felves,  if  yc  dtl'pair  of  making  them  happy  ?  I 
have,  more  than  once,  ventured,  in  the  courfe  of 
this  work,  to  point  out  to  you  the  means  of  ac- 
complifhing  this :  but,  i  am  much  afraid,  that  my 
voice  hath  only  exclaimed,  and  will  only  exclaim 
in  the  defert. 

Am !•  RICA  contains,  between  the  eighth  and 
the  thiriy-fecond  degree  of  norihtrn  latitude,  the 
mod  numerous,  extenfive,  and  rich  ?V.rchipelago 
the  ocean  hath  yet  diiplayed  to  the  curiofity,  the 
induftry,  and  avidity  of  the  Europeans.  The  illands 
that  compofe  it  are  known,  fmce  the  difcovery  of 
the  New  World,  by  the  natuie  of  the  Caribbees. 
Thofe  that  lie  nearert:  the  Eall,  have  been  called 
the  Windward  Iflands ;  the  others,  the  Leeward, 
on  account  of  the  wind's  blowing  generally  from 
the  eaftern  point  in  thofe  quarters  1  hey  form 
a  continued  chain,  one  end  of  wliich  fcemt  to  be 
attached  to  the  continent  near  the  gulph  of  Mara- 
caybo ;  the  other,  to  clofe  the  entrance  of  the 
gulph  of  Mexico.  They  may,  perhaps,  with  fome 
degree  of  r^a^on,  be  o.nfidcrtd  as  the  tops  of 
very  high  mountains  formerly  belonging  to  the 
continent,  and  which  have  been  changed  into 
illands,  by  fome  revolution  that  haih  laid  all  the  flat 
country  under  water. 

Am 
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All  the  iflands  of  ihe  world  feem  to  have  beenB  O  O  K 

detadied    from    the    continent  by    fubterraneous^ ^• 

fires,  or  earthquakes. 

The  celtbrated    Ailanlica,  the    very  name  oflsitpro- 
vi'hich  haih  been   buried  in  oblivion   Ibme   thou- ^^'^'^  ^^*' 
land  years  ago,  was  a  large  tra(f\  of  land  filuated  Hcan 
between   Africa   and    America.     Several   circum- '^ands 
ftancts  render  it  probable  that  England   was  for-  det^ch^d" 
mcrly  a  part  of  France  ;  and  Sicily  hath  evidently  from  the 
been  detached   from   Italy.     The  Cape  de   Verd  "^'feh- 
Iflands,  the  Azores,  Madeira,  and   the   Canaries,  comin^it? 
muft  have  been  part  of  the  neighbouring  conti- 
nents,   or  ot    others   that    have   been   dellroyed. 
The  late  obfervavions  of  Englifli   navigators  leave 
us  fcarce  any  room   to  doubt,  that  all   the  iflands 
of  the   South  Sea   formerly  compofed  one  entire 
continent.     New  Zealand,  the  largcft  of  their.,  is 
full   of  mountains,  on   which    may  be  perceived 
the    marks  of    extinguiflied     volcanos,      Ii's   in- 
habitants   are   neither    beardlefs    nor    copper-co- 
loured, as  ihofe  of  America ;  and  though  ihey  be 
feparated   fix  hundred    and   eighty   leagues   from 
each  other,  they  fpeak  the  fame   language  as  the 
natives  of  die  ifland  of  Otaheitc,  dilcovtred  a  fevv 
years  ago. 

Indisputable  monuments  evince  that  fuch 
changes  have  happened,  of  which  the  attentive 
natuialifl  every  where  perceives  fome  traces  ilill 
remaining.  Shells  of  every  kind,  corals,  beds  of 
oyfters,  lea-filb,  entire  or  broken,  regularly  heap* 
ed  up  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  in  places 
the  moft  diftant  from  the  fca,  in  the  bowels,  and 
en  the  furfaces  of  mountains;  the  variablenefs 
of  the  continent,  fubjeCt  to  ail  the  changes  of  the 
ocean,  by  which  it  is  conftantly  bcaicn,  worn 
away,  or  fubveried  :  while  at  a  diftance,  perhaps, 
on  one  fide  it  loles  immenfe  tracls  ot  land  ;  on 
the  other  dilcovers  10  us  new  countries,  and  long 
a  banks 
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^  ^-.P  ^  banks  of  ("and  heaped  up  before  thofe  cities  that 
formerly  were  celebrated  fea-ports:  the  horizon- 
tal and  parallel  pofition  of  the  flrata  of  the  earth, 
and  of  marine  productions  collected  and  heaped 
up  alternately  in  the  fame  order,  compolcd  of  the 
fame  materials,  that  are  regularly  cemented  by 
the  conftant  and  fucceflive  exertion  of  the  fame 
caufe :  the  correfpondent  fimilarity  obfervable 
between  fuch  coafts  as  are  feparated  by  an  arm 
of  the  fea  ;  on  one  fide  of  which  may  be  per- 
ceived falient  angles  oppofite  to  re-entering 
angles  on  the  other  ^  on  the  right-hand,  beds  of 
the  fame  kind  of  fand,  or  fimilar  petrifadlions, 
dil'pofed  on  a  level  with  fimilar  ftrata,  extending 
to  the  left :  the  diredion  of  mountains  and  rivers 
towards  the  fea  as  to  their  common  origin  :  the 
formation  of  hills  and  vallies,  on  which  this  im- 
menfe  body  t)f  fluid  hath,  as  it  were,  flamped 
indelible  marks  of  it's  undulations:  all  thefe 
feveral  circiimftances  attefl,  that  the  ocean  hath 
broken  it's  natural  limits,  or,  perhaps,  that  it's 
limits  have  never  been  infurmountable ;  and  that 
varying  the  furface  of  the  globe,  according  to  the 
irregularity  of  it's  own  motions,  it  hath  alter- 
nately taken  the  earth  from  it's  inhabitants,  and 
reftored  it  to  them  again.  Hence  thole  fuccelfive, 
though  never  univerl'al,  deluges  that  have  cover- 
ed (he  face  of  the  earth,  but  not  rendered  it  to- 
tally invifible  to  us  at  once  j  for  the  waters, 
acting  at  the  fame  time  in  the  cavities  and 
on  the  furface  of  the  globe,  cannot  poflibly  in- 
creafe  the  depth  of  their  beds,  without  dimmifh- 
ing  their  breadth  ;  or  overflow  on  one  fide,  with- 
out leaving  dry  land  on  the  other;  nor  can  we 
conceive  any  alteration  in  the  whole  fyflem  that 
can  polVibly  have  made  all  the  mountains  difap- 
pear  at  cnce,  and  occafioned  the  fea  to  rife  above 
their  fummits.     What  a  fudden  transformation 

muft 
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mufl  have  forced  all  the  rocks  and  every  folid  B  O  o  ic 
particle  of  matter  to  the  center  of  the  earth,  to^  J^- 
draw  out  of  it's  inmoft  recedes  and  channels  all 
thofe  fluids  which  animate  it ;  and  thus  blend- 
ing it's  feveral  elements  together,  produce  a  mafs 
of  waters  and  ufelefs  germina  floating  in  the  air? 
Is  it  not  enough  that  each  hemifphere,  alternately » 
becomes  a  prey  to  the  devaftations  of  the  ocean  ? 
Such  conflant  (hocks  as  thefe,  have  doubtlefs  fo 
long  concealed  from  us  the  New  World,  and, 
perhaps,  fwallowed  up  that  continent,  which,  as 
it  is  imagined,  had  been  only  feparated  from  our 
own. 

Whatever  may  be  the  fecret  caufcs  of  thefe 
particular  revolutions,  the  general  caufe  of  which 
refulls  from  the  known  and  univerfal  laws  of  mo- 
tion, their  effeds,  however,  will  be  always  fen' 
fible  to  every  man,  who  hath  the  refolution  and 
fagacity  to  perceive  them.  They  will  be  more 
particularly  evident  in  regard  to  the  Caribbee 
Iflands,  if  it  can  ever  be  proved  that  they  undergo 
violent  fliccks  whenever  the  volcanos  of  the  Cor- 
deleirias  throw  out  their  contents,  or  when  all  Pe» 
ru  is  fhaken.  This  Archipelago,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Eafl:  Indies,  fituated  nearly  in  the  fame  degree 
of  latitude,  feems  to  be  produced  by  the  fame 
caufe;  namely,  the  motion  of  the  fea  from  Eaft 
to  Weft :  a  motion  impreffed  by  that  which  caufes 
the  earth's  revolution  from  Weft  toEaft;  more 
rapid  at  the  equator,  where  the  globe  of  the  earth 
being  more  elevated,  revolves  in  a  larger  circle, 
and  in  a  more  agitated  zone;  where  the  ocean 
feems,  as  it  were,  willing  to  break  through  all 
the  boundaries  nature  oppofes  to  it,  and,  opening 
to  itfelf  a  free  and  uninterrupted  courfe,  forms  the 
cquinodial  line. 

The  diredion  of  the  Caribbee  Iflands,  begin- 
ning from  Tobago,  is  nearly  North  and  N.  N.  W. 

Thi9 
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BOOKThis  diredion  is  continued  from  one  illand  to 
^-  another,  forming  a  line  fomewhat  curved  towards 
the  Noith-wefl:,  and  ending  at  Antigua,  In  this 
p';ice  the  line  becomes  at  once  curved,  and  ex- 
tending itfeif  in  a  flrcight  diredion  to  the  W. 
and  N.  W.  meets  in  it's  courfe  with  Porto- 
Rico,  Sr,  Domingo,  and  Cuba,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Leeward  Illands,  which  are  feparated 
from  each  other  by  channels  of  various  breadths. 
Some  of  thefe  are  fix,  others  fifteen  or  twenty 
leagues  broad;  but  the  foundings,  in  all  of  them, 
flre  Irom  a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and  twenty  or  a 
huiulred  and  fifty  fathom.  Between  Grenada  and 
Sr.  Vincent's  there  is  alfo  a  fmall  Archipelago  of 
thirty  leagues,  in  which,  fometimes,  the  foundings 
are  not  ten  fathom. 

The  mountains  in  the  Caribbee  Iflands  run  in 
the  fame  direction  as  the  iflands  themfelvcs.  This 
diredion  is  fo  regular,  that  if  we  were  to  confider 
the  tops  of  theie  mountains  only,  independent  of 
their  bales,  they  might  be  looked  upon  as  a  chain 
of  hills  belonging  to  the  continent,  of  which 
■Martiuico  would  be  the  mod  north-wcftcdy  pro- 
montory. 

Thi':  fprings  of  water  which  flow  from  the 
mouniains  in  the  Windward  Iflands,  run  all  in 
tlie  weflern  part  of  thefe  iflands.  The  whole  ealt- 
ern  coafl,  that  which,  according  to  our  conjec- 
tures, hath  always  been  covered  by  the  fea,  is  with- 
out any  running  water.  No  fprings  come  down 
there  from  i!ie  mountams;  they  would,  indeed, 
have  been  ufelcis,  lor,  alter  having  run  over  a  very 
fhort  trad  of  land,  arid  with  great  rapidity,  they 
would  have  fallen  into  tlie  ica. 

In  Por;o-Kico,-  St.  Domingo,  and  Cuba,  there 
are  a  few  rivers  v/hich  di (charge  ihemfelves  into 
the  fea  on  the  northern  fide,  and  the  fources  of 
wfiich  rife  in  the  mountains,  rupningfrom  eaft  to 

wefl-, 
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Wefl:,  that  is,  through  the  whole  length  of  thef^B  O  O  K. 
iflands.  Thefe  rivers  water  a  confiderable  extent.  -^• 
of  low  country,  which  hath  certainly  never  been 
covered  by  the  Tea.  From  the  other  fide  of  the 
mountains  facing  the  fouth,  where  the  fea,  flow- 
ing with  great  impetuofuy,  leaves  behind  it  marks 
of  it's  inundations,  feveral  rivers  flcnv  into  thele 
three  iflands,  fome  of  which  are  confiderable  enough 
to  receive  the  largeft  fhips. 

These  obfervations,  which  feem  to  prove  that 
the  fea  hath  feparated  the  Caribbce  Iflands  from 
the  continent,  are  further  confirmed  by  oihers  of 
a  different  kind,  though  equally  conclufive  in 
fupport  of  this  conjecture.  Tobago,  Margaretta, 
and  Trinidad,  iflands  that  are  the  neareft  to  the 
continent,  produce,  as  well  as  the  Caribbees,  trees 
the  wood  of  which  is  foft,  and  wild  cocoa.  This 
particular  fpecies  is  not  to  be  found,  at  leaft  in 
any  quantity,  in  the  northern  iflands.  In  thefe  the 
only  wood  we  meet  with  is  hard,  Cuba,  fuuated 
at  the  other  extremity  of  the  Caribbees,  abounds, 
like  Florida,  from  which,  perhaps,  it  hath  been 
feparated,  with  cedars  and  cypreiles,  both  equally 
iifeful  for  the  building  of  lliips. 

The  foil  of  the  Caribbees  confifts  moftly  of  a  Nature  of 
layer  of  clay  or  gravel,  of  different  thickne(s  ;  un-  [[j^  ^^|_  °^ 
der  which  is  a  bed  of  flone  or  rock.     The  nature  ribbee 
of  fome  of  thefe  foils  is  better  adapted  to  vcgeta- ^f^^"^^- 
tion  than   others.     In  thofe  places  where  the  clay  bieffbund 
is  drier  and    more   friable,  and   mixes    with   the  tliere  be- 
leaves  and  remains  of  plants,  a  layer  of  earth   isjj^y^f^^J,^. 
formed  of  greater  depth,  than  where   the  clay  is 
rnoifler.     The  fand  or  gravel  has  different  proper- 
ties according  to  it's  pecuJiar  nature  ;   wherever  it 
is  lefs  hard,  lefs  compact,  and  lefs  porous,  fmall 
pieces  feparate  them felves  from  it;  which  though 
dry,  preferve  a  certain  degree  of  coolnefs   ufelul 
to  vegetation.     This  foil  is  called   in  America,  a 

pumice- 
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BOOK  j»umice-ftone  fo'\\.  Wherever  the  clay  and  gravel 
_^^jdo  not  go  through  Tuch  modifications,  the  foil  be- 
comes barren,  as  (bon  as  the  layer,  formed  by  the 
decompofition  of  the  original  plants,  is  deftroyed, 
from  the  neceility  there  is  of  weeding  it,  which 
too  frequently  expofes  it's  I'alts  to  the  heat  of  the 
fun.  Hence,  in  thole  cultures  which  require  lefs 
weeding,  and  v.here  t|ie  plant  covers  with  it's  leaves 
the  vegetable  fahs,  there  the  fertility  of  the  ground 
hath  been  prefcrved. 

When  the  Europeans  landed  at  the  Caribbee 
Iflands,  they  found  them  covered  with  large  trees, 
conneded,  as  it  were,  to  one  another  by  a  fpe- 
cies  of  creeping  plant  -,  which,  rifing  up  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  ivy,  wove  itfelf  around  all  the 
branches,  and  concealed  them  from  the  fight. 
There  was  fo  great  a  plenty  of  this  plant,  and 
it  grew  fo  thick,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  pe- 
netrate into  the  woods  before  it  was  cut  down. 
From  it's  great  degree  of  flexibility  it  was  called 
Lianc,  In  thefe  forefts,  as  old  as  the  world  it- 
felf, there  were  varieties  of  trees,  which,  from 
a  fmgular  partiality  of  nature,  were  very  lofty, 
txcet  ding  ftraight,  and  without  any  excrcfccnces 
or  defe(^s.  The  annual  fall  and  breaking  down 
of  the  leaves,  and  the  decay  of  the  trunks  rot- 
ted away  by  time,  formed  a  moid  fediment  upon 
the  ground  i  which  being  cleared,  occafioncd 
a  furprifing  degree  of  vegetation  in  thofe  plants 
that  were  lubllituied  to  the  trees  that  were  root- 
ed i:p. 

In  whatever  foil  thcfc  trees  grew,  their  roots 
were  fcarcely  two  feet  deep,  and  generally  much 
Jcls:  though  they  extended  themfelvcs  on  the  fur- 
face,  in  prrjportion  lo  the  weight  they  had  to  fup- 
poit.  The  txcefiive  dry nefsol  the  ground,  where 
the  tDoft  plentiful  rains  never  penetrate  very  deep, 
as  they  are  foon  attracted  by  the  fun-beams,  and 

the 
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the  conftant  dews  that  moiften  the  furface,  made  book 

the  roots  of  thefe  plants  extend  themfelves  hori-^ ^^ 

zontally,  inftead  of  defcending  perpendicularly,  as 
they  generally  do  in  other  climates. 

The  trees  that  grew  on  the  tops  of  mountains 
and  in  fteep  places  were  very  hard.  The  fharpefl: 
cutting  inftrument  could  fcarcely  make  any  im- 
prertion  upon  them.  Such  were  the  agouti,  the 
palm-tree,  and  the  barata  wood,  which  have  fincc 
been  ufcfully  employed  in  building.  Such  were 
the  courbari,  the  acajou,  the  manchineel,  and  the 
iron-wood,  which  have  been  found  fit  for  joiner's 
work.  Such  is  the  acoma,  which  being  either 
put  into  the  ground,  or  expofed  to  the  air,  ispre- 
ferved  for  a  long  time  without  being  attacked  by 
the  worms,  or  rotted  by  the  damp.  Such  the 
maple,  the  trunk  of  which,  being  four  or  five 
feet  in  diameter,  and  the  Item  from  forty  to  fifty 
feet  high,  ferved  to  make  a  canoe  of  one  fingle 
piece. 

The  vallies,  which  are  rendered  fertile  by  the 
mountains,  are  covered  with  foft  wood.  At  the 
foot  of  thefe  trees,  grew  promifcuoufly  thofe  plants 
that  the  liberality  of  the  foil  produced  for  the  fub- 
fiftence  of  the  natives  of  the  country.  Thofe  m 
mofl  general  ufe  were  the  yam,  the  Caribbee  cab- 
bage, and  the  battata,  the  roots  of  whicli  being 
tuberofe,  like  thofe  of  the  potatoe,  might  equally 
afford  a  wholefome  nourifhment.  Nature,  which 
appears  to  have  eftablifhed  a  certain  analogy  bc- 
tv/een  the  charadlers  of  people  and  the  provifioiis 
intended  for  their  fupporr,  had  provided  the  Ca- 
ribbee Illands  with  fuch  vegetables  as  could  not 
bear  the  heat  of  the  fun,  flourilhed  befl  in  moill 
places,  required  no  cultivation,  and  were  renew- 
ed two  or  three  times  in  the  year.  The  illand- 
ers  did  not  thwart  the  free  and  fpontaneous  ope- 
rations of  nature,  by  deftroying  one  of  her  pro- 

dudtions. 
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BOO  KduLlions,  to  give  the  greater  vigour  to  another. 
^-  Tlie  preparation  of  the  vegetating  falts  was  en- 
lircly  Ictt  to  tlic  mere  eftect  of  the  foil  ;  nor  did 
the  natives  pretend  to  fix  tlie  pl^ce  and  time  of 
her  fertihty.  They  gathered,  as  chance  threw  in 
their  way,  or  the  leali^n  pointed  out,  fiich  fruits 
as  (ponaneouriy  offered  ihemlelves  for  their  fupport. 
They  had  oblerved,  that  the  putreladion  of  the 
weeds  was  necellary  to  the  reprodudlion  of  thofc 
plants  that  were  moft  uftful  lo  them. 

The  roots  of  thcfe  plants  were  never  unwhole- 
fome  ;  hut  they  were  infipid  when  raw,  and  had 
very  litile  flavour  even  when  boiled,  unlcfs  they 
were  fcafoned  with  pimento.  When  mixed  with 
ginger,  and  the  acid  juice  of  a  plant  fomewhac 
relembling  our  forrel,  they  produced  a  llrong 
liquor,  which  was  the  only  compound  drink  of 
the  favnges.  The  only  art  they  made  u(e  of  in 
preparing  it,  was  futlering  it  to  ferment  ((jmc 
days  in  common  water,  cxpofcd  to  the  heat  of 
the  fun. 

ExcLusiVR  o^  this  nourifhment,  the  iflands  alfo 
fupplied  the  inhabitants  with  a  great  variety  of 
fruits,  but  very  different  from  our's.  The  moll 
iifeful  among  thele  was  the  banana.  The  root 
of  the  brinaiia  tree  is  tuberofe  and  hairy.  It's 
flem,  which  is  llender  and  Ibfr,'  grows  to  fcKcn 
feet  at  it's  utmoft  height,  and  is  eight  inches  in 
diamrter:  it  is  compi)fcd  of  fcveral  coats,  or 
concentric  ("heaths,  tolerably  thick,  and  each  of 
them  terminated  by  a  firm  petiole,  hollov/ed  in 
form  of  a  gutter,  and  which  fupporisa  leaf  of  fix 
feet  long,  and  two  feet  wide.  Thefe  leaves,  c  A- 
leded  m  a  (mall  number  at  the  bottom  of  the 
ftem,  bend  by  their  own  weight,  and  dry  up  one 
after  the  other.  They  are  thin,  very  fmooth, 
green  on  the  upper  furface,  of  a  paler  colour  on 
the   under,    and    furnifhed    with  parallel   fibres, 

which 
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I  \vhicli  are  very  clofe  to  each  other,  are  joined  atB  O  O  K 

the  cofta,  and  give  the  leafafattiny  appearance.,      ^^ 

j  At  the    end  of  nine  months,    the   banana    tree 

'  pulhes  out   from  the  midft  of  it's  leaves,   vvhea 

they  are  all    unfolded,  a  fprig  of  three   or  four 

feet  long,  and  two   feet  in    diameter,  furnifhed 

I  at     intervals    with     femicircular     bands,    which 

I  each  of  them  fupports,   a  clufter  of  a  dozen  or 

;  rgore  flowers,  covered  with  a  fpatha,  or  membra- 

I  nous   inclofure.      Each  piftil  is   charged    with  a 

ftile    of  fix    flamina  and   one    calix,   with   two 

I  leaves,    one    external,  lengthened  out,    and  ter- 

:  minated  by  five  indentations  ^  the  other  internal, 

I  fhorter,  and  concave.       This  piflil,   and  one  of 

the  ftamina,  are  abortive  in  the  flowers  at  the  ex- 

I  tremity,  the  clulters  of  which  are  fmall,  clofe, 

i  and  concealed  under  coloured  and  permanent  in- 

clofures.     In  the  other  flowers,  five   of  the  fta- 

mina  are  found  abortive  ;  but  the  pifl:il  becomes 

I  a  flefhy  fruit,  elongated,  flightly  arched,  covered 

with  a  yellow  and  thick  pellicle,  and  filled  with  a 

pulpy,  yellowifh  fubfl:ance,   of    a  fweetirti   tafl:e, 

j  and  very  nourifliing.      The   affemblage  of  thefe 

'  fruits,  to  the  number  of  fifty  and  upwards,  upon 

the   fame  fl:em,    is   called   a    regime  of  bananas ; 

j  which  is  as  much   as  a  man  can  carry.     While 

j  it  is    upon  the  ftem,  it's  weight  makes  it  bend 

I  towards  the   ground.     As  foon  as  it  is  gathered, 

this  fl:em   dries  up,   and   is    fucceeded    by  frefli 

fprigs,  which   come  out  of  the  root,  and  flower 

,  nine  months  after,  or  later,  when    they  are  tranf- 

planted.     There  is  no  other  way  of  multiplying  the 

banana  tree,  which  never  yields  any  feed. 

This   plan    exhibits    a    number   of  varieties, 

'  which  confifl:  only  in  the  form,  the  fize,  and  the 

,  goodnefs  of  the  fruit.     It  is  agreeable  to  the  tafle 

■  and  is  eaten  rav.',  or  prepared  in  feveral  ways. 

.   Vol.  111.  H  h  One 
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BOOK  Onf  fingiilar  circumflance  worthy  of  remark  i.«, 
^_^^_^J-  that  while  the  voracious  plant,  which  we  have 
termed  Liane,  chmbed  round  all  the  bnrren  trees, 
it  avoided  the  fertile  ones,  though  promifcuoufly 
blended  with  the  former.  Nature  fcemcd,  as  it 
weie,  to  iiave  prefcribed  to  it,  to  refpet^  what  fhe 
had  deftined  for  the  fuftenance  of  man. 

Thk  iflanders  were  not  fo  plentifully  fupplied 
with  pot-herbs  as  with  roots  and  fruits.  Purflain 
and  crefles  were  the  only  herbs  of  this  kind  they 
had. 

Their  other  food  was  confined  within  a  very 
narrow  compafs  :  they  had  no  tame  fowl,  and  the 
only  quadrupeds  that  were  fit  for  food,  did  nor 
amount  to  more  than  five  forts ;  the  largeft  of 
which  did  not  exceed  in  fize  our  common  rabbits. 
The  birds,  more  pleafmg  to  the  eye,  though  Icfs 
varied  than  in  our  climates,  were  valuable  almoll 
only  on  account  of  their  feathers  :  few  of  them 
warbled  forth  thofe  melting  notes  that  are  fo  cap- 
tivating to  the  ear  -,  mod  of  them  were  extremely 
thin,  and  very  infipid  to  the  taftc.  Fifh  was 
nearly  as  plentiful  as  in  other  feas,  but  generally 
Icfs  wholefome,  and  lefs  delicate. 

Thf.    virtues   of   the    plants   that  nature  had 
placed  in  thefe  illands,  to  cure  the  very  few  dif- 
orders  the  inhabitants  were  fubjedt  to,  can  fcarce 
be  exaggerated.     Whether  they  were  applied  ex- 
ternally, or  taken  internally,  or  the  juice  of  them 
given  in  infufion,  their  eflfeds  were  as  fpeedy  as 
falutary.    The  invaders  of  thofe  formerly  peaceable 
regions   l-ave  employed  thefe  fmiples,  which  are 
always  green  and  in  full  vigour,   and  preferred 
ihcm  to  all  the  medicines  that  Afia  can  furnifli  to 
the  r-^fl  of  the  world. 
J-!th^cii.       Thf.  generality  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands 
thefe         confidcr   but   two    feafons   among  them,    that  of 
ift-nJs      drought  and  that  of  rain.     Nature,  whofc  opera- 
tions 
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tions  are  conftant,  and  concealed  under  a  perpe-B  O  o  K 
tual  verdure,  appears  to  them  to  adt  always  uni-^^_3;__^j 
formly.      But  thofe  who  attentively  obferve  hefagj-eeabie 
progrefs,  difcern,  that  in  the  temperature  of  the  andwhoie- 
climate,    in  all  the  revolutions,  and  the  changes  ^'"^  ■' 
of  vegetation,  fhe  obferves  the  fame  laws  as  in 
Europe,  though  in  a  lefs  fenfible  manner. 

These  almoft  imperceptible  changes,  are  no 
prefervativ-e  againfl  t!ie  dangers  and  inconveni- 
ences of  fuch  a  fcorching  climate  as  mud  be  na- 
turally expedted  under  the  torrid  zone.  As  thefe 
iflands  are  all  under  the  tropics,  their  inhabitants 
are  expofed,  allowing  for  the  varieties  refulting 
from  difference  of  fituation  and  of  foil,  to  a  per- 
petual heat,  which  generally  increafes  from  the 
rifing  of  the  fun  till  an  hour  after  noon,  and 
then  decreafes  in  proportion  as  the  fun  declines. 
A  covered  fky,  that  might  ferve  to  alleviate  this 
heat,  is  feldom  feen.  Sometimes,  indeed,  clouds 
appear  for  an  hour  or  two,  but  the  fun  is  never 
hid  for  four  days  during  the  whole  year. 

The  variations  in  the  temperature  of  the  air 
depend  rather  upon  the  wind,  than  the  changes  of 
the  feafons.  In  thofe  places  where  the  wind  doth 
not  blov/,  the  air  is  excelTiveJy  hot,  and  none 
but  the  eafterly  winds  contribute  to  temperate  and 
refresh  it;  thofe  that  blow  from  the  fouth  and  weft 
afford  little  relief,  but  they  are  much  lefs  frequent 
and  lefs  regular  than  that  which  comes  from  the 
eaft.  The  branches  of  the  trees  expofed  to  it's  in- 
fluence, are  forced  round  towards  the  weft,  in  that 
diredtion  which  they  feemed  to  be  thrown  into,  by 
the  conftant  and  uniform  courfe  of  the  wind.  But 
their  roots  are  ftronger  and  more  extended  under 
ground  towards  the  caft,  in  order  to  afford  them, 
as  it  were,  a  fixed  point,  the  refiftance  of  which 
may  counteradt  the  power  of  the  ruling  wind. 
Accordingly,  it  hath  been  obferved,  that  when- 
H  h  2  ever 
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BOO  Kcver  the  wefterlv  wind  blows  with  any  violen€e, 
^"  the  trees  are  eafily  thrown  down  ;  in  order  there- 
fore to  judge  of  the  violence  of  a  hurricane,  the 
number  of  trees,  as  well  as  the  direction  in  which 
they  fall,  is  equally  to  be  confidered. 

The  cafterly  wind  depends  upon  two  invariable 
caules,  the  probability  of  which  is  very  ftriking. 
The  firft  arifes  frorri  the  diurnal  motion  of  the 
earth  from  weft  to  eaft,  and  which  muft  necefla- 
rily  be  more  rapid  under  the  equinodtial  than 
tinder  the  parallels  of  latitude,  becaufe  a  greater 
ipace  muft  be  pafTed  over  in  the  fame  time.  The 
fecond  is  owen  to  the  heat  of  the  fun,  which,  as 
foon  as  it  rifes  above  the  horizon,  rarefies  the  air, 
and  caufcs  it  to  blow  towards  the  weft,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  earth  revolves  towards  the  eaft. 

The  eafterly  wind,  therefore,  which  at  the  Ca- 
ribbee  Illands  is  fcarcely  felt  before  nine  or  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  increafes  in  proportion  as 
the  fun  rifcs  above  the  horizon  •,  and  decreafes  as 
it  declines.  Towards  the  evening  it  ceafes  entirely 
to  blow  on  the  coafts,  but  not  on  the  open  fea. 
The  rcafons  of  this  diftcrence  are  very  evident. 
After  the  fetiing  of  the  fun,  the  air  from  the  land, 
that  continues  for  a  confiderable  time  rarefied,  on 
account  of  the  vapours  which  are  conftantly  rifing 
from  the  heated  globe,  neccfliirily  flows  back  up- 
on the  air  of  the  fea  ;  this  is  what  is  generally 
called  a  land  breeze.  It  is  moft  (enfibly  felt  in  the 
right,  and  continues  till  the  air  of  the  fta,  rare- 
fied by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  flows  back  again  to- 
wards the  land,  where  the  air  hath  been  condenfed 
by  the  coolnefs  of  the  i.ight.  It  hath  alfo  been  ob- 
Cerved,  that  the  eafterly  wind  blows  more  regu- 
larly and  with  greater  force  in  the  dog  days,  than 
at  any  other  times  of  the  year  •,  becaufe  the  fun 
then  adls  more  powerfully  on  the  air.  Thus  na- 
ture caules  the  cxceflive  heat  of  the  fun  to  contri- 
bute 
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bute  to  the  refreniment  of  thofe  climates  that  are  B  O  O  K, 
parched  up  by  it's  rays.     It  is  thus,  that  in  fire-en- 
gines art  makes  the  fire  inflrumental  in  fupplving 
conflantly  with  frefn  water  the  copper  vefi'els  from 
which  it  is  exhauftcd  by  evaporation. 

The  rain  contributes  alfo  to  the  temperature 
of  the  American  iflands,  though  not  equally  in 
them  all.  In  thofe  places  where  tlie  eafterly  wind 
meets  with  nothing  to  oppofe  it's  progrefs,  it  dif- 
pels  the  clouds  as  they  begin  to  rife,  and  com- 
pels them  to  break,  either  in  the  woods  or  up- 
on the  mountains.  But  whenever  the  ftorms 
are  too  violent,  or  the  blowing  of  the  eafterly 
wind  is  interrupted  by  the  changeable  and  tem- 
porary efFed^  of  the  fouthern  and  wefterly  ones,  it 
then  begins  to  rain.  In  the  other  Caribbee  Iflands, 
where  this  wind  doth  not  generally  blow,  the 
rains  are  fo  frequent  and  plentiful,  efpecially  in 
the  winter  feafon,  which  lafls  from  the  middle  of 
July  to  the  middle  of  Odober  •,  that,  according 
to  the  mod  accurate  obfervations,  as  much  water 
falls  in  one  week,  during  this  time,  as  in  our  cli- 
mates in  the  fpace  of  a  year.  Inftead  of  thofe 
mild  and  refrelhing  ihowers  which  v/e  fometimes 
enjoy  in  Europe,  the  rains  in  thefe  climates  are 
torrents,  the  found  of  which  might  be  miftaken 
for  that  of  hail,  if  this  were  not  almofl:  unknown 
under  fo  burning  a  fky. 

These  fliowers,  it  muft  be  allowed,  lefrefh  the 
air;  but  they  occafion  a  dampnefs,  the  effedlis  of 
which  are  no  lefs  difagreeable  than  fatal.  The  dead 
muft  be  interred  within  a  few  hours  after  they  have 
expired.  Meat  will  not  keep  fweet  above  four  and 
twenty  hours.  The  fruits  decay,  whether  they  are 
gathered  ripe,  or  before  their  maturity.  The 
bread  muft  be  made  up  into  bifcuits,  to  prevent  it's 
growing  mouldy.  Common  wines  foon  turn  four  : 
and  iron  grows  rufty  in  a  day's  time.     The  feeds 

can 
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BOO  Kcan  only  be  preferved  by  conftant  attention  and 

t   _  ^  • care,   till   the   proper    feafon   returns   for  fowing 

them.  When  the  Caribbee  Iflands  were  firft  dif- 
covered,  the  corn  that  was  conveyed  there  for  the 
fupport  of  thofe  who  could  not  accullom  them- 
felves  to  the  food  of  the  natives  of  the  country,  was 
ib  ioon  damaged,  that  it  became  neceflary  to  fend 
it  in  the  ears.  This  neceflary  precaution  enhanced 
the  price  ol  it  fo  much,  that  few  p  ople  were  able 
to  buy  it.  Flour  was  then  fubftituted  in  lieu 
of  corn,  which  lowered,  i  .deed,  the  expences  of 
tranfport,  but  was  attended  with  this  inconve- 
nitnce,  that  it  was  fooner  damaged.  It  was  ima- 
gined by  a  merclia  ;t,  that  if  the  flour  were  entire- 
ly feparated  from  the  bran,  which  contributes  to 
it's  fermeiiiation,  it  would  have  the  double  advan- 
tage of  cheapnefs  and  of  keeping  loi^gtr.  He 
caufed  it  therefore  to  be  fifted,  ad  put  the  fined 
flour  i:;io  flrong  cal'ks,  and  beat  it  clofe  together 
with  iron  hammers,  till  it  became  fo  hard  a  body, 
that  the  air  could  fcarce  penetrate  it.  Experi- 
ence jufbified  fo  feiifible  a  contrivance  ;  the  pra(f\ice 
of  it  hath  become  general,  and  been  confiderably 
improved  ever  fince. 

It  was  thought  that  nothing  more  remained  to 
be  done,  when  M.  du  Hamcl  propofed  another 
precaution,  that  of  dryii^g  the  flour  in  ftoves, 
before  it  was  embark'^d.  Tins  idea  aitradled  the 
attention  of  the  French  ininiftry.  Flour  pre- 
pared in  the  new  way,  and  fome  according  to 
the  former  mode,  was  fent  to  the  other  hemi- 
fphere.  Upon  their  return,  the  firfl:  had  loft  no- 
thi^^g,  and  the  laft  was  half  rotten  and  deprived 
of  it's  glutinous  property.  The  fame  refult 
hath  at.crded  all  the  experimentf.  It  is  pleafing 
to  hcpe,  that  a  difcovery  fo  ufcful  will  not  be 
loft,  for  the  nations  that  have  formed  fettlements 
to  the  fourh  of  America.     If  it  doth  not  fecure 

lo 
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to  the   provifions,  the  fame  degree  of   duration  BOOK 

that  they  have  in  our  dry  and  temperate  climates,  ^ J; 

they  will  not  at  leaft  be  corrupted  fo  foon,  and 
will  be  prefer vcd  for  a  lo  'ger  time. 

However  troublefome  thefe  natural  effe(5ts  of  Ordinary 
the  rain   may  be,  it   is  attended  with   fome  ftill  ^on  iaihe' 
more  formidable ;  fuch  as  frequent  and  fometimes  iflands. 
dreadful   earthquakes  in  the  iflands.       As  they 
generally  happen  during  the  time,  or  towards  the 
end  of  the  rainy  feafon,  and  when  the   tides  are 
higheft,   fome  ingenious  naturalifts  have,    there- 
fore, fuppofed  that  they  might  be  owen  to  thefe 
two  caufes. 

The  waters  of  the  fky  and  of  the  fea,  under- 
mir.e,  dig  up,  and  ravage  the  earth  in  feveral 
ways.  The  ocean,  in  particular,  exerts  it's  fury 
upon  this  globe  with  a  violence  that  can  neither  be 
forefeen  nor  prevented.  Among  the  various  fhocks 
to  which  it  is  conftantly  expofed,  from  this  refllefs 
and  boifterous  element,  there  is  one,  which  at  the 
Caribbee  iflands  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
rax  de  mareCy  or  whirlpool.  It  conftantly  happens 
once,  twice,  or  three  limes,  from  July  to  October, 
and  always  on  the  weflern  coafts ;  becaufe  it  takes 
place  after  the  time  of  the  weilerly  and  foutherly 
winds,  or  while  they  blow.  The  waves,  which  at 
a  dillance  feem  to  advance  gently  within  four  or 
five  hundred  yards,  fuddenly  fwell  againft  the 
fhore,  as  if  adted  upon  in  an  oblique  diredlion  by 
fome  fuperior  force,  and  break  with  the  greateft 
impetuofity.  The  fhips,  which  are  then  upon  the 
coafl,  or  in  the  roads  beyond  it,  unable  either  to 
put  to  fea,  or  keep  their  anchors,  are  daUied  to 
pieces  againfl  the  land,  leaving  the  unhappy  failors 
entirely  without  hopes  of  ei'caping  that  certain 
death,  the  approaches  of  which  they  have  been 
expeding  for  feveral  hours. 

So 
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So  extraordinary  a  motion  of  the  fea  hath 
been  hitherto  confidered  as  the  confcquence  of  a 
ftorm.  But  a  llorm  follows  the  diredtion  of  the 
wind,  from  one  point  of  the  compafs  to  another  ; 
and  whirlpools  are  felt  in  one  part  of  an  ifland  that 
is  fheltered  by  another  iiland,  where  the  fhock  is 
not  at  all  perceived.  This  obfervation  hath  induced 
Mr.  Dutafla,  who  has  travelled  through  Africa, 
and  America,  as  a  natural  philofopher,  a  mer- 
chant, and  a  ftatefman,  to  feek  for  a  more  proba- 
ble caufe  of  this  fingular  phacnomenon.  He  hath 
not  only  difcovered  this,  but  alfo  feveral  other 
truths  that  may  be  ufeful  to  many  of  the  fcicnces  j 
if  he  fhould  ever  make  them  public.  We  fhall  then, 
probably,  acquire  more  certain  information  con- 
cerning hurricanes. 

The  hurricane  is  a  violent  wind  generally  ac- 
companied with  rain,  lightning  and  thunder, 
fom.etimes  with  earthquakes  ;  and  always  attended 
-with  the  mofl:  melancholy  and  fatal  confequences 
that  the  wind  can  produce.  The  day  which,  in  the 
torrid  zone,  is  ufually  bright  and  clear,  is  fudden- 
ly  changed  into  a  dark  and  univerfal  night ;  the 
appearance  of  a  perpetual  fpring,  into  the  dreari- 
neis  and  horror  of  the  moft  gloomy  winter.  Trees, 
as  ancient  as  the  world  itfelf,  are  torn  up  by  the 
roots,  and  inftantly  difappear.  The  ftrongcfl  and 
the  mofl  folid  buiMings  are  in  a  moment  buried 
in  ruins.  Where  the  eye  delighted  itfelf  with  the 
profpcdl  of  rich  and  verdant  hills,  nothing  is  to 
be  feen  but  plantations  entirely  deftroyed,  and 
frightful  caverns.  The  unhappy  fufFerers,  de- 
prived of  their  whole  fupport,  weep  over  the  car- 
cafes  of  the  dead,  or  fearch  among  the  ruins  for 
their  friends  and  relations.  The  noife  of  the  wa- 
ters, of  the  woods,  of  the  thunder,  and  of  the 
winds,  that  break  againfl:  the  fhattered  rocks  ;  the 
cries  and  howlings  of  men  and  animals,  promif- 

cuoufly 
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cuoufly  involved  in  a  whirlwind  of  fand,  ftones,S  O  O  K 

and  ruins  of  buildings  :  all  together  feem  to  por-  , ^L^^ 

tend  the  laft  ftruggles  of  expiring  nature. 

These  hurricanes,  however,  contribute  to  pro- 
duce more  plentiful  crops,  and  to  ripen  the  fruits 
of  the  earth.  Whether  thefe  violent  concuilions 
tear  up  the  ground,  in  order  to  render  it  more  fer- 
tile, or  whether  the  hurricane  brings  along  with  it 
certain  fubllances  fit  to  promote  the  vegetation  of 
plants,  is  not  eafily  determined ;  but  it  hath  been 
obferved,  that  this  feeming  and  temporary  confu- 
fion  was  not  only  a  confequence  of  the  uniformity 
of  nature,  which  makes  even  diilolution  itfelf  in- 
llrumental  to  regeneration,  but  alfo  the  means  of 
preferving  the  general  fyftem,  the  life  and  vigour 
of  which  is  maintained  by  an  internal  fermenta- 
tion, the  fource  of  partial  evil  and  of  general 
good. 

The  firft  inhabitants  of  the  Caribbee  Iflands 
imagined  that  they  had  difcovered  infallible  pro- 
gnoftics  of  this  alarming  phaenomenon.  They  ob- 
lerved,  that  when  it  was  near  at  hand,  the  air  was 
mifty,  the  fun  red,  and  yet  the  weather  calm,  and 
the  tops  of  the  mountains  clear.  Under  the  earth, 
and  in  the  refervoirs  of  water,  a  dull  found  was 
heard,  like  that  arifing  from  pent  up  winds.  The 
ftars  were  clouded  by  a  vapour,  that  made  them 
appear  larger.  The  Iky,  in  the  north  weft,  was 
overfpread  with  dark  and  black  clouds,  that  feem- 
ed  very  alarming.  The  fea  fcnt  forth  a  ftrong  and 
'difagreeable  fmell,  and,  in  the  midft  of  a  calm, 
was  fuddenly  agitated.  The  wind  changed  in  a 
moment  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  blew  very  violently 
at  different  intervals,  each  of  which  continued  for 
two  hours  together. 

Though  the  truth  of  all  thefe  obfervations  can- 
not be  afcertained,  yet  to  pay  no  attention  to  the 
ideas,  and  even  prejudices  of  favage  nations  on 

times 
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BOOK  times  and  feafons,  would  be  a  fceming  indication  of 
^'  imprudence.,  or  of  a  mind  too  little  addided  to 
philofophicai  inquiries.  The  want  of  employment 
of  tliel'e  people,  and  their  being  habituated  to  live 
in  open  air,  afford  them  an  opportunity,  and  put 
thtm  under  a  necelTity,  of  obferving  the  fmalleft 
alterations  in  the  air,  and  of  acquiring  fuch  infor- 
mations on  this  point,  as  have  cfcapc^d  the  more 
er lightened  nations,  which  are  more  employed, 
and  more  devoted  to  v;orks  of  a  fedentary  nature. 
Poflibly  we  muft  be  indebted  to  the  man  who 
dwells  in  the  forefts  for  the  difcov^ery  of  effedts, 
and  to  the  learned  man  for  the  invcfligation  of 
caufes.  Let  us  trace,  if  poffible,  the  caufe  of 
hurricanes,  a  phaenomenon  fo  frequent  in  Ame- 
rica, that  this  alone  would  have  been  fufficient 
to  make  it  be  deferted,  or  render  it  uninhabitable 
many  ages  ago. 

No  hurricanes  come  from  the  eaft,  that  is,  from 
the  greateft  extent  of  the  fea  at  the  Caribbec 
lilands.  As  this  is  an  acknowledged  fad,  it  would 
induce  us  to  believe,  that  they  are  formed  on  the 
continent  of  America.  The  weft  wind  which 
blows  conftantly,  and  fometimes  very  violently 
in  the  fouthern  parts,  fiom  July  to  January,  and 
the  north  wind  blowing  at  the  fame  time  in  the 
northern  parts,  muft,  v;hen  they  meet,  oppofc 
each  other  with  a  force  proportionate  to  their  na- 
tural velocity.  If  this  fhock  happens  in  the  long 
and  narrov,'  pafles  of  the  mountains,  it  muftocca- 
fion  a  flrong  current  of  air,  that  will  extend  itfelf 
in  a  compound  ratio  of  the  moving  power,  and 
the  diameter  of  the  narrow  pafs  of  the  mountain. 
Every  folid  body  that  meets  this  current  of  air, 
will  be  imprcflcd  with  a  degree  of  force  propor- 
tioned to  the  extent  of  furface  it  oppofes  to  the 
current ;  fo  that  if  the  pofition  of  that  furface 
Ihould  be   perpendicular  to  the  direiSUon  of  the 

hurri- 
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liiirricane,  it  is  impoffible  to  determine  what  effedlB  o  O  K 
might  be  produced  upon  the  whole  mafs.  For-  ■^• 
tunately,  the  different  bearings  of  the  coaft:  of  thefe 
jflards,  and  their  angular  or  fpherical  figure,  oc- 
cafion  thefe  dreadful  hurricanes  to  fail  upon  fur- 
faces  more  or  lefs  oblique,  which  divert  the  cur- 
rent of  air,  break  its  force,  and  gradually  deflroy 
its  effeds.  Experience  alfo  proves,  that  their 
adtion  is  by  degrees  fo  much  weakened,  that  even 
in  the  direction,  where  the  hurricane  falls  with 
moft  force,  it  is  fcarce  felt  at  ten  leagues  dif- 
tar.ce.  The  moft  accurate  obfervers  have  re- 
marked, that  all  the  hurricanes  which  have  fuc- 
ceflively  fubverted  the  iflands,  came  from  the 
north-weft,  and  confequently  from  the  narrow 
paffcs  formed  by  the  mountains  of  St.  Martha. 
The  diflance  of  fome  iflands  from  this  diredion, 
is  not  a  fufficient  reafon  for  rejeding  this  opinion  ; 
as  feveral  caufes  may  contribute  to  divert  a  cur- 
rent of  air  to  the  fouth  or  eaft.  We  cannot  help 
thinking,  therefore,  that  thofe  perfons  have  been 
in  an  error,  who  have  aiferted,  that  the  violence 
of  a  hurricane  was  felt  under  whatever  point  of 
the  compafs  the  wind  came  from.  Such  are  the 
defl:ruclive  phasnomena  Nature  hath  oppofed  to 
the  acquifition  of  the  riches  of  the  New  World : 
but  what  barrier  could  retrain  the  daring  fpirit  of 
the  navigator  who  difcovered  it  ? 

Christopher  Columbus  having  firft  formed  acui^omsof 
fettlement  at  St.  Domingo,  one  of  the  Greater  An-  theCaribs, 
tilles,  difcovered  the  Lefs.     The  iHanders  he  had  lljhabu."'' 
to  encounter  there,  were  not  fo  weak  and  cowardly  anrsof  the 
as  thofe  he  had  at  firft  fubdued.     The  Caribs,  who  ^^^^'''^Ir 
thought  they  originally  came  from  Guiana,  v/ereiands. 
of  moderate  ftature,  thick  fet  and  ftrong,  and  fuch 
as  feemed  adapted  to  form  men  of  fuperior  ftrength, 
if  their  manner  of  life  and  exercifes  had  fecondcd 
thefe  natural  appearances.     Their  legs  thick  and 

mufcular. 
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BOO  Kmufcular,  were  generally  well  made  ;  their  eyes 
_^^  ,  black,  large,  and  fomewhat  prominent.  Their 
whole  figure  would  have  been  pleafing,  had  they 
not  fpoiled  their  natural  beauty  by  fancied  and  ar- 
tificial ornaments,  which  could  only  be  agreeable 
among  themfelves.  The  eye-brows  and  the  head 
were  the  only  parts  of  the  body  on  which  they  fuf- 
tered  any  hair  to  grow.  They  wore  no  garment, 
nor  had  this  any  influence  on  their  chaflity.  In  or- 
der to  guard  againft  the  bite  of  infecfls,  they 
painted  all  their  bodies  over  with  the  juice  of  the 
rocou,  or  arnotto,  which  gave  them  the  appear- 
ance of  a  boiled  lobfter. 

Their  religion  confided  only  in  fome  confufed 
belief  of  a  good  and  bad  principle  ;  an  opinion  fo 
natural  to  man,  that  we  find  it  diflfufed  among  the 
moft  favage  nations,  and  preferved  even  among 
many  civilized  people.  They  were  little  concerned 
about  the  tutelary  divinity,  but  had  the  greateft 
dread  of  the  evil  principle.  Their  other  fuperfti- 
tions  were  iTK)re  abfurd  than  dangerous,  and  they 
were  but  little  attached  to  them.  This  indiffe- 
rence did  not  contribute  to  render  them  more  rea- 
dy to  embrace  Chrillianity  when  it  was  propofed  to 
them.  W  ithout  entering  into  difpute  with  thofe 
"who  expounded  the  do(5lrines,  they  contented 
themfelves  with  rejeding  the  belief  of  them,  for 
fear^  as  they  faid,  that  their  neighbours  Jhould  lau^b 
at  them. 

Though  theCaribshad  no  regular  form  of  go- 
vernment among  them,  yet  they  lived  quietly  and 
peaceably  with  one  another.  The  tranquillity  they 
enjoyed,  was  entirely  owen  to  that  innate  prin- 
ciple of  compaffion  which  precedes  all  refledtion, 
and  is  the  fource  of  all  focial  virtues.  This  hu- 
mane fpiiit  of  benevolence  arifes  from  the  very 
frame  and  nature  of  man,  whofe  felf-love  alone  is 
fufticient  to  make  him  abhor  the  fufferings  of  his 

fellow- 
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fellow  creatures.  To  infufe,  therefore,  a  fpirlt  of  B  O  O  K 
humanity  into  the  minds  of  tyrants,  it  would , 
only  be  necelfary  to  make  them  the  executioners 
of  thofe  victims  they  facrifice  to  their  pride,  and 
of  thofe  cruelties  they  order  to  be  pradtifed  upon 
otliers.  The  hands  of  thofe  voluptuaries  fhould  be 
obliged  to  mutilate  the  eunuchs  of  their  feraglios; 
they  lliould  be  forced  to  attend  the  field  of  battle  ; 
they  iTiould  there  behold  the  bleeding  wounds, 
hear  the  imprecations,  and  be  witnefTes  of  the  ago- 
nies and  convulfions  of  their  dying  foldiers ;  they 
fhould  next  attend  the  hofpitals,  and  at  leifure 
contemplate  the  wounds,  the  fradtures,  the  dif- 
eafcs  occafioned  by  famine,  by  labours  equally 
dangerous  and  unwholefome,  by  cruel  fervices  and 
taxes,  and  by  the  other  calamities  which  arife  from 
the  vices  and  profligacy  of  their  manners.  How 
greatly  would  fcenes  like  thefe,  occafionally  in- 
troduced in  the  education  of  princes,  contribute 
to  leflen  the  crimes  and  fufferings  of  the  human 
race  I  What  benefits  would  not  the  people  de- 
rive, from  the  compaflionate  emotions  of  their  fo- 
vereigns  P 

Among  the  Carib?,  whofe  hearts  v;cre  not  depra- 
ved by  the  pernicious  inlfitutions  that  corrupt  us, 
neither  adultery,  treafon,  nor  maflacres,  fo  com- 
mon among  civilized  nations,  were  known.  Reli- 
gion, the  laws,  and  penal  punithments,  thofe  bar- 
riers raifed  to  protect  old  cufloms  from  the  in- 
croachments  of  new  ones,  were  ufelefs  to  men  who 
followed  nature  alone.  Theft  was  never  heard  of 
among  thefe  fava2;es,  before  the  Europeans  came 
among  them.  When  they  difcovered  any  thing 
mining,  they  obferved,  that  the  Chrijlians  had  betiit 
laith  them. 

These  illanders  were  little  acquainted  with  the 
ftrongeft  paflions  of  the  foul,  not  even  with  that 
of  love.      This  palTion  was  with  them  merely  a 

fenfual 
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BOOK  fenfual  appetite.  They  never  Oievved  the  leaft 
marks  of  attention  or  tendernefs  for  that  fcx,  fo 
much  courted  in  other  countries.  They  confider- 
ed  tiieir  wives  rather  in  the  light  of  (laves  than 
of  companior.S;  they  did  not  even  fuffer  them  to 
cat  with  them,  and  hatli  ufuiped  the  right  of  di- 
vorcing them,  without  granting  them  the  indul- 
gence of  marrying  again.  The  women  felt  them- 
fclvcs  b;)rn  to  obey,  and  fubmitted  patiently  to 
iheir  fate. 

In  other  refpecls,  a  taftc  for  power  had  little 
influence  on  tiic  minds  of  the  Caribs  ;  as  they  had 
no  diftindion  of  ranks  among  them,  they  were  all 
on  a  footing  of  equality,  and  were  extremely  fur- 
prifed  to  find  degrees  of  fubordination  eftablillicd 
among  the  Europeans.  This  fyftem  was  fo  repug- 
nant to  their  ideas,  that  they  confidered  thoic  as 
flavcs,  who  had  the  weaknefs  to  receive  the  com- 
mands of  a  fuperior,  and  obey  them.  The  fwb- 
jedion  of  the  women  among  them,  was  a  natural 
coPifequence  of  the  weakneis  of  the  fex.  But  in 
what  manner,  and  for  what  reafon,  the  flrongcr 
men  fubmitted  themfelves  to  the  weaker ;  and  how 
one  man  commanded  the  whole  body,  was  a  pro- 
blem, that  neither  war,  treachery,  nor  fuperlliti- 
on,  had  been  able  to  refolve. 

Thi:  manners  of  a  people,  neither  influenced  bv 
intereft,  vanity,  or  ambition,  mufl  be  very  fimplc. 
Every  family  formed  within  itfelf  a  republic,  dif- 
tind  in  fome  degree  from  the  refl:  of  the  nation. 
They  compoftd  a  hamlet,  called  carhet,  of  greater 
or  lei's  conlequence,  in  proportion  to  tlie  fpace  of 
ground  it  occupied.  The  chief,  or  patriajch  of 
the  family,  lived  in  the  center,  with  his  wives  and 
\oui)ger  cliildren.  Around  him  wcie  placed  the 
huts  of  fuch  of  his  defcendants  as  were  married. 
The  columns  that  fupported  thcfc  huts  were 
tlakes  i  ilic  roofs  v/erc  thatched ;  and   the  whole 

furni- 
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furniture  confifted  of  fome  weapons,  cotton  bedsB  O  O  K 
made  very  plain  and  fimple,  rome  bafl^ets,  und 
utenfils  made  of  calabaChes, 

In  thefe  huts  the  Caribs  fpent  the  grcateft:  part 
of  their  life,  either  in  fleeping  or  fmoking.  When 
they  went  out,  they  retired  into  fome  corner,  and 
fat  upon  the  ground,  fcemingly  abforbed  in  the 
mod  profound  contemplation.  Whenever  they 
fpoke,  whi,^w  was  not  very  often,  they  were  heard 
without  interruption,  or  con  tradition,  and  without 
any  anfwer,  but  the  fign  of  a  tacit  approbation. 

They  v/ere  not  much  troubled  in  providing 
for  their  fuftenance.  Savages,  who  fpent  their 
Jife  in  the  condenfed  air  of  the  foreft,  who  had 
the  cuftom  of  covering  themfelves  with  a  layer 
of  rocou,  which  clofed  up  the  pores  of  the  {km ; 
who  fpent  their  days  in  idlenefs  and  indolence ; 
fuch  favages  muft  neceflarily  perfpire  very  little, 
and  be  very  moderate  in  tlieir  eating.  Without 
being  compelled  to  tlie  labours  of  cultivation, 
they  found  conftantly,  at  the  foot  of  the  trees,  a 
wholefome  food,  fitted  to  their  conftitution  ;  and 
which  required  no  great  preparation.  If  they 
fometimes  added  to  thefe  gifts  of  liberal  and  un- 
cultivated nature,  what  they  had  taken  in  hunting 
and  fifliing,  it  was  moftly  upon  occafion  of  fome 
public  feafl. 

These  extraordinary  feftivals  were  not  holdea 
at  any  dated  times.  The  guells  themfelves 
(hewed  no  alteration  in  their  ufual  characters. 
In  thefe  meetirigs  they  were  not  more  gay  or 
fprightly,  than  at  other  times.  A  fpirit  of  indo- 
lence and  liftleiTnefs  appeared  in  their  counce- 
nar.ces.  Their  dances  were  fo  grave  and  folemn, 
tiiat  the  motions  of  their  bodies  were  expredive 
of  the  dulncfs  of  their  minds.  But  thefe  gloo.my 
feflival?,  like  thofe  clouded  (kies  that  are  the 
forerunners  of  a  ftorm,  were  feldom  concluded 
1  v/ithout 
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BOOK  without  bloodfhed.  Thefe  favages,  who  werC 
"^^  fo  temperate  when  alone,  grew  drunk  when 
affembled  in  companies,  and  their  intoxication 
excited  and  revived  thole  family  difTenfions,  that 
were  either  only  (lifted,  or  not  entirely  extin- 
guillied  :  and  thus  thefe  feftivals  terminated  in 
maflacres.  Hatred  and  revenge,  the  only  paf- 
fions  that  could  deeply  agitate  the  minds  of  thefe 
favages,  were  th^s  perpetuated  by  convivial  plea- 
fures.  In  the  heiglu  of  thefe  entertainments, 
parents  and  relations  embraced  one  another,  and 
I'vvore  that  they  would  wage  war  upon  the  conti- 
nent, and,  fometimes,  in  the  great  iflands. 

Thk  Caribs  ukd  to  embark  upon  boats,  made 
of  a  fingle  tree,  that  had  been  felled  by  burning 
it's  roots.  Whole  years  had  been  employed  in 
hollowing  thefe  canoes,  by  hatchets  made  of 
Hone,  or  by  means  of  fire,  l"kilfully  applied  within 
the  trunk  of  the  tree,  in  order  to  bring  it  to  the 
mofl  proper  form.  Thefe  free  and  voluntary 
wairiors  being  arrived  on  the  coafts,  to  which 
they  were  led,  fometimes  by  a  blind  caprice,  and 
fometimes  by  violent  hatred,  went  in  qucft  of 
nations  to  exterminate.  They  made  their  attack 
with  a  kind  of  club,  nearly  as  long  as  the  arm, 
and  with  poifoncd  arrows.  At  their  return  from, 
this  military  expedition,  which  was  the  more 
fpecdily  brought  to  a  conclufion,  as  mutual  enmity 
rendered  it  more  cruel  and  fpirited,  the  favages 
fell  ao;ain  into  their  former  Hate  of  indolence  and 
iiiadivity. 

The  Spaniards,  notwithftanding  the  advantage 
of  fire-arms,  did  not  continue  long  at  war  with 
this  people,  nor  were  they  always  fuccefsful.  At 
fit  (I  they  fought  only  for  gold,  and  afterwards  for 
flaves  i  but  i:ot  ni-eting  with  any  mines,  and  tlie 
Caribs  being  fo  proud  and  fuilen  that  they  died 
when  reduced  to  ikvery  ;  the  Spaniards  gave  up 
2  ail 
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all  thoughts  of  making  conquefts,    which    theyBOOK 
thought  ot    little  conlequence,    and  which   they  ^^_yL^^ 
could  neither  acquire  nor  preferve   without   con- 
ftant  and  bloody  wars. 

The    Englilh    and   French  being  apprized  ofTtieEng- 
thefe  tranfactions,  ventured  10  equip  a  iinall  fleet,  p^^^^j" 
in  order  to  intercept  the  Spanifh  veiFels  which  fre- fettled  in 
quented  thefe  latitudes.     The  advantages  gained, '^«^^^''"^- 
increafcd   the  number  of   pirates.     Peace,  which  J(fands,  on 
frequently   took    piuce  in   Europe,  did    not    pre- the  ruiu 
vent   thefe  expeditions.      The  cuflom  that  pre-^^.|'J, 
vailed    among    the    Spaniards,    of    (topping    all 
fhips   that  failed   beyond  the  tropic,  juftified  fuch 
piracies. 

The  two  nations  had  long  been  acquainted 
with  the  Windward  Illands,  without  ever  think- 
ing of  making  any  fettlement  there,  or  having 
been  able  to  fix  upon  the  mode  of  doing  it. 
They  were,  perhaps,  apprehenfive  of  irritating 
the  Caribs,  by  whom  they  had  been  favourably 
ireceived :  or,  perhaps,  they  confidered  that  a 
ibil,  which  afforded  none  of  thofe  produdlions 
that  were  of  ufe  in  the  Old  World,  was  unwor- 
thy of  their  attention.  At  length,  however,  fomc 
Englifh  and  French,  the  former  headed  by  War- 
ner, and  the  latter  by  Dcnambuc,  landed  at  St. 
Chriftopher's  on  the  lame  day,  at  two  oppoilte 
Darts  of  the  ifland.  The  frequent  lofles  they  fuf- 
tained,  ferved  to  convince  them  both,  that  they 
certainly  would  never  triumph  over,  and  enrich 
themfelves  with  the  fpoils  of  the  common  enemy, 
unlefs  they  had  fome  fixed  refidence,  ports,  and 
a  place  of  general  rendezvous.  As  they  had  no 
notion  of  commerce,  agriculture,  or  conquell, 
they  amicably  divided  the  coalls  of  the  ifland 
where  they  accidently  met  together.  The  natives 
"if  the  country  retired  from  the  fpot  they  were 
ft.xed  upon,  telling  them   at  the  fame  time,  that 

Vol.  hi.  I  i  land 
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BOO  k/'?«^  ^^^tfi  cither  he  very  had  or  very  fcarce  with 
^-       them,  fmce  they  were  come  from  fo  great  a  di/iance, 
and  had  expofed  them/elves  to  Jo  many  dan^ersy  to 
feck  jor  it  among  them. 

The  court  of  Madrid  were  not  fo  peaceably 
inclined.  Frederic  of  Toledo,  who  was  fenl  to 
Brazil  in  the  year  1630,  with  a  powerful  fleet,  to 
attack  the  Dutch,  was  ordered,  in  his  paffage,  to 
deftroy  the  pirates,  who,  according  to  the  pre- 
judices of  that  nation,  had  invaded  one  of  their 
territories.  The  vicinity  of  two  adtive  and 
induftrious  nations  occafioned  the  greatefl  anxie- 
ty to  the  Spaniards.  They  were  fenfible  that 
their  colonies  would  be  expofed  to  attacks,  if  any 
other  people  fhould  come  to  fettle  in  that  part  of 
America. 

The  French  and  Englifh  in  vain  united  their 
weak  powers  againfl:  the  common  enemy  :  they 
were  beaten,  and  ihofe  who  were  not  either  killed 
in  the  adion,  or  not  taken  prifoners,  fled  for  fliel- 
ter,  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  into  the  neigh- 
bouring illands.  When  the  danger  was  over,  they 
mod  of  them  returned  to  their  former  fettle- 
ments.  Spain,  whofe  attention  was  engroiTed  by 
objed\s  fhe  confidered  as  of  greater  importance, 
dillurbed  them  no  more ;  taking  it  for  granted, 
perhaps,  that  their  mutual  jealoulies  would  occa- 
fion  their  d^ftrudion. 

Unfortunately  tor  tlie  Caribs,  the  tv/o  na^ 
lions,  thus  conquered,  fufpended  their  rivalfhip 
The  Caribs,  already  fufpeded  of  forming  a  con- 
fpiracy  in  St.  Chriftopher's,  were  either  banifhed  01 
deftroyed.  Their  wives,  their  provifions,  and  even  \\ 
the  lands  they  occupied,  were  (i^izcd  upon.  A  fpi 
rit  of  anxiety,  the  confequence  of  ufurpation,  in 
ciined  the  Europeans  to  believe  that  the  other  fa- 
vage  nations  had  entered  into  the  confpiracy ;  anc 
they  were  therefore  attacked  in  their  iflands.     Ir 

vairi 
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vain  did  thofe  plain  and  inofFenfive  men,  who  hads  O  O  K 
no  inclination  to  contend  for  the  polleflion  of  a  land  ^^• 
which  they  confidered  not  as  their  property,  re- 
move the  boundaries  of  their  habitations,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  Europeans  advanced  u  ith  their  in- 
croachments ;  they  were  dill  purfued  with  the 
fame  eagernefs  and  obftinacy.  As  foon  as  they 
perceived  that  their  lives  or  liberties  were  in  dan- 
ger, they  at  length  took  up  arms  ;  and  the  fpirit 
of  revenge,  which  always  goes  beyond  the  injury, 
mud  have  fometimes  contributed  to  render  them 
cruel,  though  not  unjuft. 

Is  earlier  times,  the  Englifli  and  the  French 
confidered  the  Caribs  as  their  common  enemy  ; 
but  this  kind  of  cafual  aflbciation  was  frequently 
interrupted.  It  implied  not  a  lading  engagement, 
much  lefs  the  becoming  guarantee  for  their  mutual 
pofTefTions.  The  favages  artfully  contrived  to  be 
at  peace,  fometimes  with  one  nation,  and  fome- 
times with  the  other;  and  thus  they  gained  the 
advantage  of  having  only  one  enemy  at  a  time. 
This  manngement  would  have  been  but  of  little 
fervice  to  thefe  iflanders,  had  not  Europe,  fcarce 
paying  any  attention  to  a  few  adventurers,  whofe 
excurfions  had  as  yet  been  of  no  ufe  to  her,  and 
not  fufficiently  enlightened  to  penetrate  into  futu- 
rity, negleded  both  the  care  of  governing  them, 
as  well  as  that  of  putting  them  into  a  condition 
to  extend  or  recover  the  advantages  they  had 
already  acquired.  The  indifference  fhcwn  by 
the  tvjo  mother-countries,  determined  their  fub- 
jeds  of  the  Nev/  World,  in  the  month  of  Ja- 
nuary 1660,  to  enter  into  an  alliance,  fecuring  to 
each  people  thofe  pofllfiions  the  various  events  of 
■  war  had  procured  them,  and  which,  till  then.,  had 
been  totally  unfettled.  This  alliance  was  accompa- 
nied with  an  offenfive  and  defenfive  league,  to 
compel  the  natives  of  the  country  to  join  in  this 
I  1  2  plan  ; 
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BOOK  plan  ;  to  which  their  fears  induced  them  to  accede 
y__^'       the  very  fame  year. 

By  this  treaty,  which  eftablirhed  tranquillity  in 
this  part  of  America,  France  obtained  Guadalupe, 
Martinico,  Granada,  and  fome  lefs  conliderable 
acquifitions.  England  was  confirmed  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  Barbadocs,  Nevis,  Aniigua,  Montfer- 
rat,  and  feveral  other  illands  of  little  value  :  St. 
Chriftopher  belonged  to  both  nations.  The  Ca- 
ribs  were  confined  to  Dominica  and  St.  Vincent's; 
where  all  the  fcattered  body  of  this  people  unit- 
ed, and  did  not  at  that  time  exceed  in  number 
6,000  men. 
The  At  this  period,  the  Englifh  fettlements  had  ac- 

^k^"^of-  ^1'^^"'^^^  under  a  government,  which,  though  not 
ftfrion  of  free  from  defecfts,  was  yet  tolerable,  fome  kind  of 
part  of  St.  form,  and  were  in  a  flourifliing  (late.  On  thecon- 
Charadfer  trary  the  French  colonies  were  abandoned  by  a 
ofthefe  great  number  of  their  inhabitants,  reduced  to  de- 
advcn-      jpair    from  the  necefllty  they  were  under  of  fub- 

turers.  '  .     /  ,  •',,-',    ^  ... 

mutmg  to  the  tyranny  or  excluiive  privileges. 
Thefe  men,  pallionately  attached  to  liberty,  fled 
to  the  northern  coaft  of  St,  Domingo,  a  place  of 
refuge  for  feveral  adventurers  of  ilreir  own  country, 
fmce  they  had  been  driven  out  of  St.  Chriflopher's 
abo'it  thirty  years  before. 

They  were  called  Buccaneers,  becaufc  they 
imitated  the  cuflom  of  the  favages,  in  drying  the 
food  they  lived  upon  by  fmoke,  in  places  called 
Buccans.  As  they  had  no  wives  nor  children, 
they  ufually  aflbciated  two  in  a  company,  to  allift 
one  another  in  family  duties.  In  thefe  focieties 
property  was  common,  and  the  lad  furvivor  in- 
herited all  that  remained.  Theft  was  unknown 
among  them,  though  no  precautions  were  taken 
againft:  it ;  and  what  was  wanting  at  home  was 
freely  borrowed  from  fome  of  the  neighbours,  I 
without  any  other  reftridion  than  that  of  a  pre-  [ 

vious 
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vious  intimation,  if  they  were  at  home  ;  if  nor,B  o  O  K 
of  making  them  acquainted  with  it  at  their  return.  X. 
Caefar  found  in  Gaul  the  fame  cuftom,  which 
bears  the  double  charadlcr,  both  of  a  primitive 
ftate,  in  which  every  thing  was  in  common,  and 
of  times  pofterior  to  that,  in  which  the  idea 
of  private  property  was  known  and  refpeded. 
Differences  feldom  arofe,  and  when  they  did, 
were  eafily  adjufted.  If  the  parties,  however, 
were  obftinate,  they  decided  the  matter  by  fire- 
arms. If  the  ball  entered  at  the  back  or  the  fiJes, 
it  was  confidered  as  a  mark  of  treachery,  and  the 
afTaflin  was  immediately  put  to  death.  The  for- 
mer laws  of  their  country  were  difregarded,  and 
by  the  ufual  fea  baptifm  they  had  received  in 
pafling  the  tropic,  they  confidered  themfelves  ex- 
empted from  all  obligation  to  obey  them.  Thefe 
adventurers  had  even  quitted  their  family  name 
to  afllime  others,  borrowed  from  terms  of  war, 
mofl  of  which  have  been  tranfmitted  to  their 
poflerity. 

The  drefs  of  thefe  barbarians  confided  of  a 
fhirt  dipped  in  the  blood  of  the  animals  they 
killed  in  hunting;  a  pair  of  drawers  dirtier  than 
the  Ihirt,  and  made  in  the  fhape  of  a  brev;er's 
apron,  a  girdle  made  of  leather,  on  which  a  very 
fhort  fabre  was  hung,  and  fome  knives  ;  a  hat, 
without  any  rim,  except  a  flap  before,  in  order 
to  take  hold  of  it;  and  fhioes,  without  ftockings. 
Their  ambition  was  fatisfied,  if  they  could  but 
provide  themfelves  with  a  gun  that  carried  balls  of 
an  ounce  weight,  and  with  a  pack  of  about  five- 
andtwcPity  or  thirty  dogs. 

The  Buccaneers  fpent  their  life  in  hunting  the 
wild  bulls,  of  which  there  were  great  numbers 
in  the  ifland,  fince  the  Spaniards  had  brought 
them.  The  beft  parts  of  thefe  animals,  when 
feafoned  with  pimento  and  orange  juice,  v.ere  the 

molt 
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BOO  k"^°^  common  food  of  their  deftroyers,  who  had 
X.  forgotten  the  ufe  of  bread,  and  who  had  nothing 
but  water  to  drink.  The  hides  of  ihefe  animals 
were  conveyed  to  feveral  ports,  and  bvjught  by  the 
navigators.  They  were  carried  ihithtr  by  men 
who  were  called  (ngugCi,  or  boiidfmen ;  a  fet  of 
perfons,  who  were  ufed  to  fell  themfelves  in  Eu- 
rope to  ferve  as  flaves  in  the  colonies,  during  the 
term  of  three  years.  One  of  thefe  mileiable  men, 
prefuming  to  reprefcnt  to  his  mafler,  who  alway?; 
fixed  upon  a  Sunday  for  this  voyage,  that  Go.i 
had  forbidden  fuch  a  pra6ice,  when  he  had  declar- 
ed, JJx  days  JJjah  thou  lahou} ,  and  on  the  feventb 
day  ft! ah  thou  reft  ;  And  I,  replied  the  brutal  Buc- 
caneer, fay  to  thee  :  fix  days  thou  fjali  kill  bulls, 
and  flrip  them  of  their  fiins^  and  on  the  feventb  day 
thou  fjalt  carry  their  hides  to  the  fea-Jhore.  This 
command  was  followed  by  blows,  which  fome- 
times  enforce  obedience,  fometimcs  difobedience, 
to  the  laws  of  God. 

Mi:n  ')f  fuch  a  cad,  habituated  to  conftant  ex- 
crcifcs,  and  feeding  every  day  on  frelli  meat,  were 
little  expofcd  to  difcafes.  Their  excurfions  were 
only  iufpcnded  by  a  flight  fever,  which  laded  one 
day,  and  \vas  not  felt  the  next.  They  mud,  how- 
ever, have  been  weakened  by  length  of  lime,  un- 
der a  climate  of  too  inlcnfe  a  hear,  to  enable  them 
to  fupport  fo  hard  and  laborious  a  manner  of 
life. 

The  climate,  ind'^-ed,  was  the  only  enemy  the 
Buccaneers  had  reafon  to  fear.  The  Spanifli  colo- 
ny, at  fird  (a  conHdcrablc,  was  reduced  to  no- 
thing. Negled^cd  and  forgotten  by  the  mother- 
country,  it  had  even  lod  the  remembrance  of  it's 
former  greatnefs.  The  few  inliabitants  that  fur- 
vived,  lived  in  a  date  of  indolence:  their  flaves 
had  no  other  employment  but  to  fwing  them  in 
their  hammocks.  Confined  to  thofe  wants  only 
A  thst 
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that   are  fatisfied  by  nature,  frugality   prolonged  B  O  O  K 
their  lives  to  an  old  age,  rarely  to  be  met  with  in      ^' 
more  temperate  climates. 

]t  is  probable  they  would  not  have  been  roufcd 

'  from  their  indolence,  had  not  the  enterprifing  and 
aflive  fpirit  of  their  enemies  purfued  them  in  pro- 

I  portion  as  they  retreated.  Exafperated  at  length, 
from  having  their  tranquillity  and  eafe  continually 
diduibed,  they  invited  from  the  continent,  and 
from  the  neighbouring  iflands,  fome  troops  who 
fell  upon  the  difperfed  Buccaneers.  They  unex- 
pe(5ted!y  attacked  ihefe  barbarians  in  fmall  parties 
in  their  excurfions,  or  in  the  night-time,  when  re- 
tired into  their  huts,  and  many  of  them  were  maf- 
facred.  Thefe  adventurers  would  mod  probably 
have  been  all  deftroyed,  had  they  not  formed 
themfelves  into  a  body  for  their  mutual  defence. 
They  were  under  an  abfolute  neceflity  of  fe- 
parating  in  the  day-time,  but  met  together  in 
the  evening.  If  any  one  of  them  was  milling, 
it  was  fuppofed  that  he  was  either  taken  prifoner 
or  killed,  and  the  chace  was  delayed,  till  he  v.as 
either  found,  or  his  death  revenged.  We  may 
eafily  conceive  how  much  blood  mull:  have  been 
fhed  by  fuch  ruffians,  belonging  to  no  country,  and 
fubjedt  to  no  laws;  hunters  and  warriors  from  the 
calls  of  nature  and  inllindt ;  and  excited  to  mur- 
der and  malTacres  from  being  habituated  to  attack, 
and  from  the  neceflity  of  defending  themfelves. 
In  the  height  of  their  fury,  they  devoted  every 
thing  to  deflrudlion,  without  any  diflindion  of 
fex  or  age.  The  Spaniards,  at  length  defpairingof 
being  able  to  get  the  better  of  fuch  favage  and  ob- 
ftinate  enemies,  took  the  refolution  of  deftroying 
all  the  bulls  of  the  iflands,  by  a  general  chace. 
The  execution  of  this  defign  having  deprived  the 
Buccaneers  of  their  ufual  refources,  put  them  im- 
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BOOK  der  the  necefllty  of  making  fcttlements,  and  culti- 
^-      vating  the  lands. 

~^'''""**'^  France,  which  till  that  time  had  difciaimed 
for  her  lubje6ls  thefe  ruffians,  whole  fuccefTes  were 
only  temporary,  acknowledged  them,  however,  as 
foon  as  they  formed  themfelves  into  feltlements. 
In  J  665,  Hie  fent  them  over  a  man  of  probity  and 
underftanding  to  govern  ihem.  Several  women 
attended  him,  who,  like  moft  of  thofe  who  have 
at  different  periods  been  fent  in;o  the  New  World, 
were  noted  for  their  vices  and  licentioufnefs.  The 
Buccaneers  were  not  offended  at  the  profligacy  of 
their  manners ;  each  of  them  faid  to  thj  woman 
who  fell  to  his  lot : 

"  1  TAi^E  thee,  without  knowing,  or  caring  to 
*'  know,  whom  thou  art.  If  any  body  from 
*'  whence  thou  corned  would  have  had  thee, 
*'  thou  wouldfh  not  have  come  in  quefl  of  me  i 
*'  but  no  matter.  I  do  not  defire  thee  to  give  me 
*'  an  account  of  thy  paft  conduct,  becaufe  1  have 
*'  no  right  to  be  offended  at  it,  at  the  time  whea 
"  thou  waft:  at  liberty  to  behave  either  well  or  ill, 
**  according  to  thy  own  pleafure;  and  becaufe  I 
"  fhall  have  no  reafon  to  be  afhamed  of  any  tiling 
*'  thou  waft  guilty  of  when  thou  didft  not  belong 
*'  to  me.  Give  me  only  thy  word  for  the  future. 
*'  I  acquit  thee  of  what  is  paft."  Then  ftriking 
his  hand  on  the  barrel  of  his  gun,  he  added  ; 
*'  This  will  revenge  me  of  thy  breach  of  faiih  ; 
*'  if  thou  fhouldft  prove  falfe,  this  will  certainly 
*'  be  true  to  my  aim," 
TheEng-  The  Englifli  had  not  waited  till  their  livals  had 
liAi  con-  obtained  a  firm  fctllement  in  the  Great  Antilles  to 
rnaica.  ptocurc  thcmfelves  an  eftabiifliment  there.  The 
declining  ftate  of  the  kingdom  of  Spain,  weaken- 
ed by  ic's  internal  divifions,  by  the  revolt  of  Cata- 
lonia and  Portugal,  by  the  commotions  of  Naples, 
by  the  deftrudlion  of  it's  formidable  infantry  in  the 

plains 
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plains  of  Rocroy,  by  it's  continual  lofTes  in  ihcBOOK 
Netherlands,  by  the  incapacity  of  it's  minirters,  ^  X. 
and  even  by  the  extindion  of  that  national  pride, 
which,  after  having  been  kept  up  and  maintained 
by  fixing  itfelf  on  great  objeds,  had  degenerated 
into  an  indolent  haughtinefs:  all  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  tending  to  the  ruin  of  the  Spanifh  mo- 
narchy, left  no  room  to  doubt  that  war  might 
be  fuccefsfully  waged  againfl  her.  France  fkil- 
hilly  took  the  advantage  of  thefe  confufions  fhe 
had  partly  occafioned ;  and  Cromwell,  in  the 
year  1655,  joined  her,  in  order  to  fhare  in  the 
ipoils  of  a  kingdom  haftening  to  deftruition  in 
every  part. 

This  conduifi:  of  the  Prote£\or  caufed  a  revolt 
among  the  bell:  Englifh  officers,  who,  confidering 
it  as  an  inftance  of  great  injuftice,  determined  to 
quit  the  fervice.  They  thought  that  the  will  of 
their  fuperiors  could  not  give  fanction  to  an  en- 
terprife,  which  violated  all  the  principles  of  equi- 
ty ;  and  that  by  concurring  in  the  execution  of  ir, 
they  would  be  guilty  of  the  greateft  crime.  The 
reft  of  the  Europeans  looked  upon  thefe  principles 
of  virtue  and  honour,  as  the  eflcct  of  that  repub- 
lican and  fanatical  fpirit  which  then  prevailed  in 
England  ;  but  they  attacked  the  Prot^^flor  with 
other  motives. 

Spain  had  long  threatened  to  enflave  all  other 
nations.  Perhaps  the  multitude,  who  are  little  able 
to  eftimate  the  ftrength  of  nations,  and  to  weigh 
the  variations  in  the  balance  of  power,  were  not 
vet  recovered  from  their  ancient  prejudices.  An 
univerfal  panic  had  feized  the  minds  of  thofe 
able  men  who  attentively  ftudied  the  general  pro- 
grefs  of  affairs.  They  were  fenfible,  that  if  the 
rapid  and  extraordinary  fucceiTes  of  France  were 
not  checked  by  fome  foreign  power,  fhe  would  de- 
prive the  Spaniards  of  their  poirellions,  impofe  on 

them 
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BOO  Kthem  what  laws  fhc  thought  proper,  compel  them 
^L  ,  to  the  marriage  of  tlie  Infanta  svith  Lewis  XIV. 
feciire  to  herfelf  the  inheritance  of  Qiarles  the  V. 
and  opprefs  the  liberty  of  Europe  that  Ihe  had 
formerly  proteded.  Cromwell,  who  had  lately 
fubverted  the  government  of  his  country,  feem- 
cd  a  fit  perfon  to  give  a  check  to  the  power  of 
kings:  but  he  was  looked  upon  as  the  weakell  of 
politicians,  when  he  was  oblerved  to  form  connec- 
tions, which  his  own  private  interefls,  thofe  of 
his  country,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Europ-:^  in  general, 
ought  abfolutely  to  liave  prevented  him  from  en- 
tering into. 

These  obfervations  could  not  poffibly  cfcap« 
the  deep  and  penetrating  genius  of  the  ufurper. 
But,  perhaps,  h^  was  defirous  of  prelerving  the 
idea  the  nation  already  entertained  of  his  abilities, 
by  fome  inri^^rtant  conqueft.  If  he  had  declared 
himfelf  on  the  fide  of  Spain,  the  execution  of  this 
projed  muft  have  been  chimerical ;  as  the  utmoft 
he  could  pofl'ibly  expedl  was  to  reftore  the  balance 
of  power  between  the  two  contending  parties.  He 
imagined  it  more  favourable  to  his  defigns  to  be- 
gin to  form  a  connexion  with  France,  and  after- 
wards to  attack  her,  when  he  had  made  him  (elf 
mafter  of  thofe  poffellions  that  were  the  object  of 
his  ambition.  Whatever  truth  there  may  be  in 
thefc  conjectures,  which,  however,  may  be  lup- 
ported  from  the  evidence  of  hiftory,  and  are,  at 
leafl,  confident  with  the  character  of  the  extraor- 
dinary politician,  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  adopted 
this  mode  of  reafoning,  the  EnglilTi  went  into  the 
New  Worlil  to  attack  an  enemy  they  had  juft 
brought  upon  themfelves. 

Their  firfl  attempts  were  directed  againfl:  the 
town  of  St.  Domingo,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
retired  into  the  woods  as  foon  as  they  faw  a 
large  fleet  commanded   by  Penn,  and  nine  thou- 

fand 
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Tand  land  forces,  headed  by  Venables,  appear  be-  BOOK 
fore    the    city.      But    the    errors    committed  by       X. 

i  their  enemies,  infpiring  thefe  fugitives  with  frefh 
courag.-,  they  returned,  and  compelled  the  enemy 
to  reimbark  with  difgrace.  This  misfortune  was 
the  confequcnce  of  the  ill-concerted  plan  of  this 
expedition. 

The  two  commanders  of  this  enterprife  were 
men  of  very  moderate  abilities.  They  enter- 
tained a  mutual  hatred  againft  each  other,  and 
were   not   attached  to   the  Protector,     infpedors 

j  had  been  appointed  to  watch  over  them,  who, 
under  the  name  of  commiffaries,    checked  their 

j.  operations.  The  foldiers  who  were  fent  from  Eu- 
Yopc  were  the  refufe  of  the  army ;  and  the  mili- 

i  tia,  taken   from  Barbadoes  and  St.  Cliriftopher's, 

j  were  under  no  kind  of  difcipline.  The  hope  of 
plunder,  that  ftimulus  fo  neceffary  for  the  fuccefs 
of  diflant  and  difficult  enterprifes,  was  prohibit- 
ed. Matters  were  arranged  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
to  render  it  impolTible  for  any  kind  of  harmony 
to  fubfift  between  the  feveral  perfons  who  were 
to  concur  in  their  fuccefs.  Proper  arms,  pro- 
vifions  fit  for  the  climate,  and  the  informati- 
on necelTary  to  conduift  the  enterprife,  were  ali 
wanting. 

The  execution  of  the  attack  was  anfwerable  to 
the  plan.  The  landing  of  the  troops,  which  might 
have  been  effedted  v/ithout  danger  even  in  the  port 
itfelf,  was  accompiifhed  without  a  guide,  at  forty 
miles  diftance.  The  troops  wandered  about  for 
four  days  without  water  or  provifions.  Exhaufted 
by  the  exceflive  heat  of  the  climate,  and  difcou- 
raged  by  the  cowardice  and  milunderftanding  of 
their  officers,  they  did  not  even  contend  with  the 
Spaniards  for  victory.  They  fcarce  thought  them- 
felves  in  fafety  when  they  had  got  back  to  their 
ihips. 

But 
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BOOK  But  ill  fuccefs  contributed  to  reconcile  the  ir- 
^-  ritated  parties.  The  Englifh,  who  had  i:ot  yet  con- 
traded  the  habit  of  bearing  difgrace,  reclaimed  by 
the  very  faults  they  had  committed,  and  reftored 
to  the  love  of  their  country,  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty, 
and  to  a  third:  of  glory,  failed  for  Jamaica,  with  a 
determined  rcfolution,  either  to  perifh,  or  to  make 
the  conqueft  of  it. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland,  fubjef^  to  Spain 
fmce  the  year  i  509,  were  ignorant  of  what  had 
happened  at  St.  Domingo,  and  did  not  imagine 
they  had  any  enemy  failing  in  the  neighbouring 
feas.  The  Englifh  therefore  landed  without  op- 
pofition.  They  were  boldly  marching  to  lay  fiegc 
to  St.  Jago,  the  only  fortified  p!ace  in  the  colony, 
when  the  governor  gave  a  check  to  their  ardour, 
by  offering  them  terms  of  capitulation.  Thedif- 
cufllon  of  the  articles,  artfully  prolonged,  gave  the 
colonifts  time  to  remove  their  mofl  valuable  effecfts 
into  fecret  places.  They  themfelvcs  fled  forfhclter 
to  inacceffible  mountains,  leavi;-;g  only  to  the  con- 
querors a  city  without  inhabitants,  moveables, 
treafures,  or  provifions. 

This  artifice  exafperated  the  befieger.s.  They 
(Vnt  out  detachments  on  every  fide,  with  exprcfs 
orders  to  deflroy  every  thing  they  met  wiih.  The 
dilappointment  they  felt  on  finding  thefe  parties 
return  without  having  difcovered  any  thing  ^  the 
want  of  every  convenience,  more  fenfibly  felt  by 
this  nation  than  any  other;  the  mortality  which 
increafed  among  them  every  day  ;  the  dread  they 
were  under  of  being  attacked  by  all  the  forces  of 
the  New  World  :  all  the(c  circumftances  confpir- 
td  to  make  them  clamorous  for  a  fpeedy  return 
into  Er)gland.  Tiie  cowardly  defcrtion  of  fo  rich 
a  prize  as  Jamaica,  which  they  had  almofl  refolved 
upon,  would  foon  have  expofed  them  to  the  mor- 
tifying reproaches  of  iheir  country,  had  they  not 

difcovered 
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difcovered  at  lafl  fome  pailLire  land,  where  tlicBOOK 
higitives   had    conveyed    their  numerous    flocks.       ^■ 
This  unexpe(f\ed  good  fortune  occafioned  a  cliange 
in   the  fentiments  of  the  Enghfh,  and  made  them 
refoK'e  to  complete  ihtir  conquefl. 

The  fpirit  of  adivity,  which  this  lad  refolution 
had  excited,  convinced  the  befieged,  that  they 
could  not  remain  with  fafety  in  the  forefls  and  pre- 
cipices where  they  had  concealed  ihemfelves. 
They  unanimoufly,  therefore,  agreed  to  fet  fail  for 
Cuba.  Here  they  were  received  with  fuch  marks 
cf  difgrace  as  the  weaknefs  of  their  defence  de- 
ferved,  and  they  were  fent  back  again  ;  but  with 
fuch  fuccours  as  were  unequal  to  the  forces  they 
had  to  contend  with.  From  that  principle  of  ho- 
nour, which  in  moft  men  arifes  rather  from  a  fear 
of  fhame  than  a  love  of  glory,  they  made  a  more 
obftinate  refiftance  than  could  have  been  exped\ed 
from  the  few  refnurces  they  had.  They  did  not 
evacuate  this  confiderable  ifland,  till  they  were  re- 
duced to  the  greatefl:  extremities;  and  from  that 
period  it  hath  remained  one  of  the  mofl:  valuable 
poflefiionsof  Great  Britain  in  the  New  World. 

Before  the  Englifh  had  made  any  fettlement  atThe  free- 
Tamaica,  and  the  French  at  St.  Domingo,  fome  "f"" 
pirates  of  both  nations,  who  have  11  nee  been  fo  American 
much  diflinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Freebooters,  ^'^^^-  ^"- 
had  driven  the  Spaniards  our  (jf  the  fmall  illand  offers,  ex-~ 
Tortuga,  fituated  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues  pedirior.s 
from    Sr.    Domingo  1    and    fortifying   themfcKes^I-'^'^^r 

t>     '  J      tD  _  ,    cline  or 

there,  had  made  excurhons  with  amazing  intrepi- thefe  pi- 
dity  again (t  the  common  enemy.  They  formed '^^'^-• 
themfelves  into  fmall  companies,  confiding  of 
fifty,  a  hundred,  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  men 
each.  A  boat,  of  a  greater  or  fmaller  fize,  was 
all  their  naval  force.  Thefe  boats  were  fcarce  big 
enough  for  a  perfon  to  lie  down  in,  and  they  had 
nothing  to  (helter   them  fiom   the  ardent  hsats 

of 
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B  o  O  KoF  a  burning  climate,  nor  from  the  rains,  which 
fall  in  torrents  in  thofe  regiods.  Tiiey  were  often 
in  want  of  the  mod  ncccliary  fupports  of  life. 
But  all  ihefe  calamities  were  forgotten  at  the  fight 
of  a  fhip.  They  never  deliberated  on  the  attack, 
but  proceeded  immediately  to  board  the  fhip, 
of  whatever  fize  it  might  be.  As  foon  as  they 
threw  out  the  grappling,  ihe  veffel  was  certainly 
taken. 

In  cafes  of  extreme  neceflity,  thefe  banditti  at- 
tacked the  people  of  every  nation  i  but  fell  upon 
the  Spaniards  at  all  times.  They  thought  that 
the  cruelties  they  had  exercifed  on  the  Ameri- 
cans, juftified  the  implacable  averfion  they  had 
fworn  againft  them.  But  this  extraordinary  kind 
of  humanity  was  heightened  by  perfonal  refent- 
ment,  from  the  mortification  they  felt,  in  feeing 
themfelves  debarred  from  the  privilege  of  hunting 
and  fifhing,  which  they  julily  confidered  as  na- 
tural rights.  Such  was  their  infatuation,  that 
whenever  they  embarked  on  any  expedition,  they 
iifed  to  pray  to  Heaven  for  the  fuccefs  of  it ;  and 
they  never  came  back  from  the  plunder,  but 
they  conflantly  returned  thanks  to  God  for  their 
victory. 

The  fhips  that  arrived  from  Europe  feldom 
tempted  their  avidity.  Thefe  barbarians  would 
have  found  nothing  but  merchandife  in  them, 
the  faic  of  which  would  not  have  been  very 
profitable,  and  would  have  required  too  con- 
Itantan  attention.  They  always  waited  for  them 
on  their  return,  when  they  were  laden  with  the 
gold,  filver,  a;id  jewels  of  the  other  hemifphere. 
If  they  met  with  a  fingle  fhip,  they  never  failed 
to  attack  her.  They  followed  the  fleets  them- 
felves, and  any  fhip  that  flraggled,  or  remained 
behind,  was  inevitably  loft.  The  Spaniards,  who 
trembled  at  the  fight  of  thefe  implacable  ene- 
I  mies. 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  49^ 

mies,  immediately  furrendered.     Life  was  granted  BOOK 
to  them,  if  the  cargo  proved  a  rich  one;    but   if^   j^; 
the  conquerors  were  difappointed  in  their  expeda- 
tions,  all  the  crew  were  frequently  thrown   into 
the  fea. 

Peter  Legrand,  a  native  of  Dieppe,  had  no 
more  than  four  pieces  of  cannon  and  twenty-eight 
men  in  his  boat;  yet  with  this  trifling  force  he 
ventured  to  attack  the  vice-admiral  of  the  gal- 
leons. He  boarded  him,  having  firft  given  or- 
ders to  fink  his  own  vefTel;  and  the  Spaniards 
were  fo  much  furprifed  at  this  boldnefs,  that  not 
one  of  them  attempted  to  oppofe  him.  When  he 
came  to  the  captain's  cabbin,  who  was  engaged  at 
play,  he  prefented  a  piftol  to  him,  and  compelled 
him  to  furrender.  This  commander,  with  the 
greater  part  of  the  crew,  they  landed  at  the  nearcft 
cape,  as  a  ufelefs  burden  to  the  iTiip  they  had  fo  ill 
defended,  and  referved  only  a  fufficient  number  of 
failors  to  work  her. 

FiFTY-five  free-booters,  who  had  failed  into  the 
fouthern  fea,  proceeded  as  far  as  California.  To 
return  into  the  northern  fea,  they  were  obliged  to 
fail  two  thoufand  leagues  againfl:  the  wind  in  a 
canoe.  When  they  were  at  the  Streights  of 
Magellan,  they  were  feized  with  rage  at  having 
made  no  plunder  in  fo  rich  an  ocean,  and  (leered 
again  towards  Peru.  They  were  informed  that 
there  was  in  the  port  of  Yauca,  a  fhip  the  cargo  of 
which  was  valued  at  feveral  millions  :  they  im- 
mediately attacked,  took  her,  and  embarked  up^ 
on  her. 

Michael  de  Basco,  Jonque,  and  Lawrence  le 
Graff,  were  cruifmg  before  Carthagena  with  three 
fmall  and  bad  veflels,  when  two  men  of  war  fail- 
ed out  of  the  harbour  to  attack  thefe  free-boot- 
ers, and  to  bring  them  alive  or  dead.  The  Spa- 
niards were  lo  much  deceived  in  their  expeda- 

tions, 
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BOOKtions,    that  they    were  themfelves  taken    prifon- 
^-      ers.     The    Motors  kept  the  fliips ;  but  they  fent 
back   the  crews  with   a  degree  of  fcorn,  which 
greatly  enhanced  the  fhaineoF  a  defeat  in  iifelf  fo 
humiliating. 

Mich  AEL  and  Brouage  having  received  intelli- 
gence, that  a  very  valuable  cargo  had  been  lliip- 
ped  from  Carthagcna  in  veffcls  carrying  a  foreign 
flag,  in  order  to  fcciire  it  from  their  rapine,  at- 
tacked the  two  fiiips  that  were  loaded  with  this 
treafure,  and  plundered  them.  The  Dutch  cap- 
lains,  exafperattd  at  their  bemg  beaten  by  fhips 
fo  inferior  to  thcir's,  ventured  to  tell  one  of  thele 
adventurers  openly,  that  if  he  had  been  alone,  he 
would  not  dare  to  attack  them.  Let  us  begin  the 
fight  again^  replied  the  Buccaneer  with  haughti- 
ness, and  my  companion  Jbdll  remain  a  quiet  fpe^ator 
cf  the  engagement.  If  I  JJjoiild  be  conqueror  again^ 
both  your  JJjips  Jhall  alj'o  be  mine.  The  prudent 
republicans,  far  from  accepting  the  challenge, 
quickly  made  ofl',  apprehending  if  they  fhould 
llop,  that  they  might  not  have  the  liberty  of  de- 
clining it. 

Lawrenci:,  who  was  on  board  a  very  fmall 
vellel,  was  overtaken  by  two  Spanilli  fliip'^,  car- 
rying each  fixty  guns,  7ou  have^  faid  he,  ad- 
drelling  himfelf  to  his  companions,  too  much  expe- 
rience not  to  be  Jeufible  of  your  danger .^  and  too  much 
courage  to  fear  it.  On  this  occafion  we  mufl  avail 
ourfelvcs  of  every  circumfiance,  hazard  every  thmgy 
attack  and  dejend  ourjelves  at  the  fame  time.  Va- 
hur.,  artifice.,  rajbnefs.,  and  even  defpair  itfelf.,  mufl 
jiow  be  employed.  Let  us  dread  the  ignominy  of  a 
dejeat ;  let  us  dread  the  cruelty  of  our  enemies  ■■,  and 
let  us  fight.,  that  ive  may  efcape  them. 

After   this  fpeech,    which  was  received  with 

general  applaufe,  the  captain  called  to  the  braveft 

of  the  free-booters,  and  publicly  ordered  him  to 

2  let 
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fet  fire  to  the  gun-powder,  on  the  firft  fignal  hcB  O  O  K 
'fhould  give  him ;  flicwing,  by  this  refolution,  ^' 
that  they  muft  either  expecft  death,  or  defend 
themfelves.  Then  extending  his  hand  toward  the 
enemy,  fj^eniiifl,  fays  he,  pafs  betiDem  their  Jhips^ 
and  fire  upon  them  from  every  fide  ^  according  to  your 
ufiual  cujiom.  This  plan  of  operation  was  executed 
with  equal  courage  and  difpatch.  The  Ihips  in- 
<leed  were  not  taken  ;  but  the  crews  were  lb  re- 
duced in  number,  that  they  either  were  not  able, 
or  had  not  courage  enough  to  continue  the  com- 
bat againft  a  handful  of  refolute  men,  who,  even 
jin  their  retreat,  carried  away  the  honour  of  the 
'vidory.  The  Spanifli  commander  atoned,  by  his 
death,  for  the  difgrace  his  ignorance  and  cowar- 
dice had  ftamped  upon  his  country.  In  every 
lengagement  the  free-booters  fhewed  the  fame  fpirit 
of  intrepidity. 

When  they  had  got  a  conHderable  booty,  at 
firft  they  held  their  rendezvous  at  the  ifland  of 
Tortuga,  in  order  to  divide  the  fpoil  i  but  after- 
wards the  French  went  to  St.  Domingo,  aiid  the 
jEnglifh  to  Jamaica.  They  all  took  an  oath,  that 
Ithey  had  fecreted  none  of  the  fpoil.  If  any  one 
among  them  was  convided  of  perjury,  which 
feldom  happened,  he  was  left,  as  foon  as  an  op- 
portunity offered,  upon  fome  defert  illand,  as  an 
infamous  perfon.  The  firfl  flmres  of  th.i  booty 
were  always  gi\en  to  thofe  who  had  been  maimed 
iin  any  of  their  engagements,  if  they  had  loft  a 
hand,  an  arm,  or  a  leg,  they  received  two  hun- 
|dred  crowns  *.  An  eye,  or  a  finger,  loll  in  fighr, 
was  valued  only  at  half  the  above  Turn.  The 
wounded  were  allowed  three  livres  f  a  day  for 
two  montlis,  to  enable  them  to  have  their  wounds 
taken  care  of.     If  they  had  not  money  enough  to 

♦  25!.  +  21-  6d. 

Vol,  III.  K  k  fulfil 
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BOO  K  fulfil  thcfe  facred  obligations,  the  whole  company 
^-       were  bound   to  engage  in  Tome  frefh   expcdiiioi 
""^    ^'and  to  continue  it,  even   till  they  had  acquired  u 
fut^cicnt  ftoek  to  enable  them  to  raiisly  inch  lio- 
nourable  contrads. 

Ai-TER  this  ad\  ofjuflice  and  humanity,  the 
remainder  of  the  booty  was  divided.  The  com- 
mander, in  ftridncfs,  could  only  lay  claim  to  a 
fingle  Oiare  as  tlie  lelt ;  but  they  complimented 
him  with  two  or  three,  in  proportion  as  they 
were  faiisfied  with  his  fl<ill,  valour,  and  conduCit. 
When  thevefiel  was  not  the  property  of  the  com- 
pany, the  perfon  wlio  had  fitted  it  our,  and  fur- 
niflied  it  with  nccfllary  arms  and  provifions,  was 
entitled  to  a  third  of  the  prizes.  Favour  never 
had  any  influence  in  the  divifion  of  the  booty ; 
for  every  fhare  was  rigidly  determined  by  lor. 
This  probi'.y  was  extended  even  to  the  dead. 
Their  fhare  was  given  to  their  furviving  compa- 
nion. If  the  perfon  who  had  been  killed  had 
none,  his  part  was  fent  to  his  family.  If  there- 
were  no  friends  or  relations,  it  was  diflributed| 
in  charity  to  the  poor  and  to  churches,  w  hich  j 
were  to  pray  for  the  perfon  in  whofe  name  thcle  j 
benefadions  were  given,  the  fruits  of  inhuman  but  j 
neceffary  piratical  plunder.  i 

They   afterwards   indulged   thcmfelves  in  pro- j 
fufions  of  all    kinds.      Unbounded    liceniiournefs 
in   gaming,     wine,    women,    every   kind  of  de- 
bauchery was  carried  to  the  utmoft  pitch  of  ex- i 
cefs,  and  was   flopt  only  by    the  want  which  fuch 
profufions  brought   on.      Thofe  men   who   were  3 
enriched  witli  feveral  millions,  were  in   an  inflanc, 
totally  ruined,  and   deflitute  of  clothes  and  pro-i 
vifions.       They   returned    to    fea,    and    the   ne-w 
fupplies  they  acquired  were   foon  lavidied  in  the 
fame  manner.       If    ihefe    madmen    were  aflccd, 
what  faiisfaCtion   they  could  fiiid  in  dillipatirig  lo 

rapidly. 
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rapidly,  what  they  had  gained  with  (o  much  dif-B  o  o  K 

ficulty ;    they    made  this   very    ingenuous  reply:,     ^* 

"  Expofed  as  we   are   to  fuch  a   variety   of  dan- 

*'  gers,  our   life    is  totally  different  from  that  of 

*'  other  nien.      Why    fliould   we,  who  are  alive 

"  to-day,  and  may  be  dead  to  morrow,  think  of 

**  hoarding  up  ?  We  reckon  only  the  day  we  live, 

**  but  never  think  upon   that   which   is  to  come. 

"  Our  concern  is    rather    to  fquandcr  life  away, 

*'  than  to  preferve  it." 

The  Spanifh  colonies,  flattering  thcmfelves 
with  the  hopes  of  feeing  an  end  to  their  miferies, 
and  reduced  almoft  to  defpair  in  finding  them- 
felves  a  perpetual  prey  to  thefe  ruffians,  grew 
weary  of  navigation.  They  gave  up  all  the 
power,  conveniences  and  fortune  their  connec- 
tions procured  them,  and  formed  themfelvcs 
almoft  into  fo  many  diftind:  and  leparate  flates. 
They  were  fenfible  of  the  inconveniences  ariling 
from  fuch  a  condudV,  and  avowed  them  ;  but  t'le 
dread  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  rapacious  and 
favagemen,  had  greater  influence  over  them,  than 
the  dicflates  of  honour,  intereft,  and  policy.  This 
was  the  rife  of  that  fpirit  of  inadivity  which  con- 
tinues to  tliis  time. 

This  defpondency  ferved  only  to  increafe  the 
boldnefs  of  the  freebooters.  As  yet  they  had 
only  appeared  in  the  Spanifh  fettlements,  in  order 
to  carry  off  fom.e  provifions;  and  even  this  they 
bad  done  very  feldom.  They  no  f(joner  found 
their  captures  begin  to  diminifh,  than  they  deter- 
mined to  recover  by  land,  what  they  had  loft  at 
fea.  The  richeft  and  moft  populous  countries  of 
the  continent  were  plundered  and  laid  wafte.  The 
culture  of  lands  was  equally  neglected  with  navi- 
gation ;  and  the  Spaniards  dared  no  more  appear 
in  their  public  roads,  than  fail  in  the  latitudes  which 
belonged  to  them. 

K  k  2  Among 
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BOOK  Among  the  free-booters,  who  fignalized  tbem- 
^^^felvesin  this  new  Tpecies of  excurfions,  Montbar, 
a  gentleman  of  Languedoc,  particularly  diflin- 
gu:lhcd  himfelf.  Having,  by  chance,  in  his  in- 
fancy, met  with  a  circumftaniial  account  of  the 
cruelties  pradil'ed  in  the  New  World,  he  con- 
ceived an  averfion,  which  hecariiedtoa  degree 
of  frenzy  againft  that  naiion  that  had  committed 
Aich  enormities.  Upon  this  point  a  ftory  is  told 
of  him,  that  when  he  was  at  college,  and  a^fting 
in  a  play  the  part  of  a  Frenchman,  who  quar- 
relled with  a  Spaniard,  he  fell  upon  the  perlbn 
who  perfonated  the  Spaniard  with  fiich  fury,  that 
he  would  have  ftrangled  him,  had  he  nut  been 
refcued  out  of  his  hands.  His  heated  imagina- 
tion continually  reprefented  to  him  innumcrablt. 
multitudes  of  people  mafiacred  by  favage  monfiei 
who  came  out  ot  Spain.  He  was  animated  witl. 
an  irrefiflible  arduur  to  avenge  fo  much  innocent 
blood.  The  inthufiafm  this  fpirit  of  humanitv 
worked  him  up  to,  was  turned  into  a  rage  mor' 
cruel,  than  the  thirfb  of  gold,  or  the  fanaticifm  o 
religion,  to  which  fo  many  vitflims  had  been  facri 
ficed.  The  manes  of  thele  unhappy  fuffcrers  fecm- 
ed  to  roufe  him,  and  call  upon  him  for  vengeance. 
He  had  iieard  fome  account  uf  the  brethren  of  the 
coaft^  as  of  the  moll  inveterate  enemies  to  the 
Spanifli  name  :  he  therefore  embarked  on  board  a 
fhip  in  order  to  join  them. 

In  the  paif.ige  they  met  with  a  Spanifli  vefleJ. 
attacked  it,  and,  as  it  was  ufual  in  thofe  timet, 
immediately  boarded  ir.  Montbar,  with  a  fabre 
in  his  hand,  fell  upon  the  enemy,  broke  through 
liiem,  and  hunying  twice  from  one  end  of  the  fliip 
to  the  other,  levelled  every  thing  that  oppofed 
him.  When  he  had  compelled  the  enemy  to  fur- 
render,  leaving  to  his  companions  the  happinefs 
of  dividing  lo  rich  a  booty,  he  contented  himfelf 

with 
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with  the  favage  pleafureof  contemplating  the  dead  B  O  O  K. 
bodies  of  the  Spaniards  lying  in  heaps   together,       ^• 
againfl:  whom  he  had  fuorn  a  conftant  and  deadly       "^'^ 
hatred. 

Fresh  opportunities  foon  occurred,  that  en- 
abled him  to  exert  this  fpirit  of  revenge,  without 
extinguilbing  it.  The  fhip  he  was  upon  arrived 
at  the  coaft  of  St.  Domingo.  The  French  who 
were  fettled  in  the  ifland,  brought  him  only  a 
fmall  quantity  of  refrefhment,  and  alleged  in  ex- 
cufe,  that  the  Spaniards  had  laid  wafte  their 
fettlements.  "  Why,"  replied  Montbar,  "  do 
"  you  fuffer  fuch  infults  ?"  "  Neither  do  we," 
anfwered  they  in  the  fame  tone;  "  the  Spaniards 
*'  have  experienced  what  kind  of  men  we  are,  and 
*'  have  therefore  taken  advantage  of  the  lime 
*'  when  we  were  engaged  in  hunting.  But  we 
"  are  going  to  join  fome  of  our  companions,  who 
*'  have  been  fiili  more  ill-treaied  than  we,  and 
*'  then  we  fhall  have  warm  work."  *'  If  you 
*'  approve  it,"  anfwered  Monibar,"  "  I  will 
"  head  you,  not  as  your  commander,  but  as  the 
"  foremoft  to  expofe  myfelf  to  danger,"  The 
Buccaneers  perceiving,  from  his  appearance,  that 
he  was  fuch  a  man  as  they  wanted,  cheerfully  ac- 
cepted his  offer.  The  fame  day  they  overtook  the 
enemy,  and  Montbar  attacked  them  with  an  im- 
petuolity  that  aftonifhed  the  bravcft.  Nothing 
efcaped  the  effecisof  his  fury.  The  remaining  part 
of  his  life  was  equally  diltinguiflied  as  this  day. 
The  Spaniards  fuflered  fo  much  from  him,  both  by 
land  and  at  fea,  that  he  acquired  the  name  of  the 
Jixterminairr. 

His  favage  difpofition,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
other  Buccaneers  who  attended  him,  having 
obliged  the  Spaniards  to  confine  themfelves  within 
their  fettlements,  thefe  freebooters  refolved  to 
attack  them  there.  This  new  metliod  of  carry- 
ing 
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BOO  King  on  the  war  required  fuperior  forces  -,  and  their 
^'  aflbciations,  in  confequence,  became  more  nu- 
merous. The  fiift  that  was  confiderable,  was 
formed  by  Lolonois,  who  derived  his  name  from 
tlie  fands  of  Olone,  the  place  of  his  birth.  From 
tlie  abjedl  flate  of  a  bondfman,  he  had  gradually 
railed  himfelf  to  the  command  of  two  canoes, 
with  twenty-two  men.  With  thefe  he  was  fo  fuc- 
crfsful,  as  to  take  a  SpaniOi  frigate  on  the  coaft 
of  Cuba.  A  Have  having  obfcrved  that  all  the 
men  who  were  wounded  were  put  to  death,  and 
fearing  left  lie  fliould  fhare  the  fame  fate, 
wanted  to  fave  himfelf  by  a  perfidious  declara- 
tion, but  very  conliflcnt  with  the  part  he  had 
been  deftined  to  take.  He  allured  them,  that 
the  governor  of  the  Havannah  had  put  him  on 
board,  in  order  to  ferve  as  executioner  to  all 
the  Buccaneers  he  had  fentenced  to  be  hanged, 
not  doubting  in  the  leaft  but  they  would  be  all 
taken  pri loners.  The  favage  Lolonois,  fired  with 
rage  at  this  declaration,  ordered  all  the  Spaniards 
to  be  brought  before  him,  and  cut  oflf  their  head 
one  after  another,  fucking,  at  each  flrokc,  tlv 
drops  of  blood  that  trickled  down  his  fabre.  He 
then  repaired  to  the  Port-au-Prince,  in  which  were 
four  fhips,  fitted  out  purpofely  to  fail  in  purfuit 
of  him.  He  took  them,  and  threw  all  the  crews 
into  the  fca,  except  one  man,  whom  he  faved,  in 
order  to  fend  him  with  a  letter  to  tlie  governor  of 
the  Havannah,  acquainting  him  with  what  he  had 
done,  and  alluring  him,  that  he  would  treat  in  tlv.: 
fame  manner  all  the  Spaniards  that  lliould  fall  into 
his  hands,  not  excepting  the  governor  himfelf,  if 
he  fncHild  be  i'o  fortunate  as  to  take  him.  After 
this  expedition,  hj  ran  his  canoes  and  prize-fhips 
a-ground,  and  failed  with  his  frigate  only  to  the 
ifland  of  Tortuga. 

Her  e 
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Hi: RE  he  met  wiih  Michael  de  Bafco,  who  hadfi  O  O  K 
To  much  diftinguifhed  himfclf  in  having  taken,  ^• 
c\  en  under  the  cannon  of  Porio-Belio,  a  Spanifh 
iliip,  eftimated  at  five  or  fix  millions  of  livres  *, 
and  by  other  adlions  equally  brave  and  daring. 
Thefe  tv.o  adventurers  gave  out,  tliat  they  uerc 
going  together  upon  fbme  important  prcject,  and 
they  were  joined  by  four  hundred  and  forty  men. 
This  corps,  the  mod  numerous  the  Buccaneers 
had  yet  been  able  to  mufter,  failed  to  the  bay  of 
Venezuela,  which  runs  up  into  the  country  for 
the  fpace  of  fifty  leagues.  The  fort  that  was 
built  at  the  entrance  of  it  for  it's  defence  was 
taken ;  the  cannon  fpiked,  and  the  whole  garri- 
fon,  confifting  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  put 
to  the  fword.  They  then  reimbarked,  and  came 
to  Maracaybo,  built  on  the  weftern  coaft  of  the 
lake  of  the  fame  name,  at  the  diftance  of  ten 
leagues  from  it's  mouth.  This  city,  which  had 
become  flourifhing  and  rich  by  it's  trade  in  l>.ins, 
tobacco,  and  cocoa,  was  deferted.  The  inha- 
bitants had  retired  with  their  effeds  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  bay.  If  the  Buccaneers  had  not  loft  a 
fortnight  in  riot  and  debauch,  they  would  have 
found  at  Gibraltar,  near  the  extremity  of  the 
lake,  every  thing  that  the  inhabitants  had  fe- 
creied,  to  fecure  it  from  being  plundered.  On 
the  contrary,  they  met  with  fortifications  lately 
erected,  which  ihey  had  the  ufelefs  faiisfaction 
of  making  themfelves  mafters  of,  at  the  expence 
of  a  great  deal  of  blood  i  for  the  inhabitants  had 
already  removed  at  a  diftance  the  moft  valuable 
pan  of  their  property.  Exafperated  at  this  dif 
appointment,  they  fet  fire  to  Gibraltar.  Mara- 
caybo would  have  fhared  the  fame  fate,  had  it 
jiot  been  ranfomed.     B;:fide  the  fum  they  received 

*  From  208,33s'-.  63.  8d.  to  250,000!. 

for 


504  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

B  O  O  Kfor  it's  ranfom,  they  alfo  carried  off  with  them 
^•_  all  the  crofTcs,  pid\ures,  and  bells  of  the  churches  j 
intending,  as  they  fuid,  to  build  a  chapel  in  the 
ifland  oF  Tortiiga,  and  to  confecraie  this  part  of 
their  fpoiis  to  facred  pnrpofes.  Such  vSvS  the  reli- 
gion of  thefe  barbarous  people,  who  could  make 
no  other  offering  to  heaven,  than  that  which  arofe 
from  their  robberies  and  plunder. 

While  they  were  idly  diliipating  the  fpoiis  they 
had  made  on  the  coaft  of  Venezuela,  Morgan,  the 
moft  renowned  of  the  Englifh  free  hooters,  failed 
from  Jamaica  to  attack  Porto  Bello.  His  plan  of 
operations  was  fo  well  contrived,  that  he  furprifed 
the  ciry,  and  took  it  without  oppofition.  In  or- 
der to  lecure  the  fort  with  the  fame  facility,  he 
compelled  the  women  and  the  pricfls  ro  fix  the  fcal- 
ing  ladders  to  the  walls,  frr)m  a  full  convi(ftion, 
that  the  gallantry  and  ruperHition  of  the  Spaniards 
would  never  fuf^er  them  to  fire  at  the  perfons  they 
confidered  as  the  ohjeds  of  their  love  and  reverence. 
But  the  garrilon  was  not  to  be  deceived  by  this  ar- 
tifice, and  was  only  to  be  iubdued  by  force  of 
arms ;  the  trealures  that  were  carried  away  from 
this  famous  port  were  acquired  at  the  expence  of 
much  bloodfhed. 

The  conquefl:  of  Panama  was  anobjcdl  of  much 
greater  importance.  To  fecure  this,  Morgan 
thought  it  neceflary  to  fail  in  the  latitudes  of 
Cofla  Ricca,  to  piocure  fnme  guides  in  the  illand 
of  St.  Catharine,  to  which  the  Spaniards  tranfport- 
cd  their  malefidors.  This  place  was  fo  ftroiigly 
fortified,  that  it  ought  to  have  flopped  tljc  pro- 
giefs  of  the  mofl  intrepid  commander  for  ten 
years.  Notuithflanding  this,  the  governor,  on 
the  fiifl  appearance  of  the  pirates,  fcnt  privately 
to  concert  meafures  how  he  might  furrender  him- 
felf  without  incurring  the  unputation  of  cowar- 
dice.    The  rcfult   gf  this   confultation   was,  that 
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,  Morgan,  in  the  night-time,  fhould  attack  afortBOOK 
at  fome  diftance,  and  that  the  governor  fliould  Tally  ^• 
cut  of  the  citadel  to  defend  this  fmportant  pod; 
that  the  befiegers  fhould  ihen  attack  him  in  the 
rear,  and  take  him  prifoner,  which  would  confe- 
quently  occafion  a  furrender  of  the  place.  It  was 
agreed  that  a  brifk  firing  fhould  be  kept  up  on 
both  fides,  without  doing  mifchief  to  either.  This 
farce  was  admirably  carried  on.  The  Spaniards, 
without  being  expofed  to  any  danger,  appeared  to 
have  done  their  duty  ;  and  the  free-booters,  af- 
ter having  totally  demolifhed  the  fortifications, 
and  put  on  board  their  veflels  a  prodigious  quan- 
tity of  warlike  ftores,  which  they  found  at  St. 
Catharine's,  fteered  their  courfe  towards  the  river 
Chagrc,  the  only  channrl  that  was  open  to  them, 
to  arrive  at  the  place  which  was  the  objed\  of  their 
utmoft  wifhes. 

At  the  entrance  of  this  confiderable  river,  a  fort 
was  built  upon  a  fteep  rock,  which  the  waves  of 
the  fea  conftantly  beat  agninfl.  This  bulwark, 
very  difficult  of  accefs,  was  defended  by  an  officer, 
whofe  extraordinary  abilities  were  equal  to  his 
courage,  and  by  a  garrifon  that  deferved  fuch  a 
commander.  The  free-booters,  for  the  firfl  time, 
here  met  with  a  refiflance  that  could  only  be 
equalled  by  their  perfeverance :  it  was  a  doubtful 
point,  whether  they  would  fucceed,  or  be  obliged 
to  raife  the  (iege,  when  a  lucky  accident  happen- 
ed, that  proved  favourable  to  their  glory  and  rheir 
fortune.  The  commander  was  killed,  and  the 
fort  accidentally  took  fire :  the  befiegers  then  tak- 
ing advantage  of  this  double  calamity,  made  them- 
fe'ves  maflersofthe  place. 

Morgan  left  his  veffeL  at  anchor,  with  a  fuffi- 
cient  number  of  men  to  guard  them,  and  failed  up 
the  river  in  his  boats  for  thirty-three  miles,  till  he 
came  to  Cruces,  wlicrc  it  ccafcs  to  be  navigable. 

He 
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B  O  O  kHc  then  proceeded  by  land  to  Panama,  which  was 
^-  only  five  leagues  diflant.  Upon  a  large  and  ex- 
tenlivc  plain  that  was  before  the  city,  he  met  with 
a  conlidcrable  body  of  troops,  whom  he  put  to 
flight  w  iih  the  greateft  eale,  and  entered  into  the 
city,  that  was  now  abandoned. 

Here  were  found  prodigious  treafurcs  conceal- 
ed in  the  wells  and  caves.  Some  valuable  com- 
modities were  taken  upon  the  boats  that  were  left 
aground  at  low  water.  In  the  neighbouring  fo- 
reils  were  alfo  found  fevcral  rich  depofus.  But  the 
party  of  freebooters  who  were  making  cxcurfions 
into  the  country,  little  fatisfied  with  this  booty, 
exercifed  the  mofl  lliocking  tortures  on  the  Spa- 
niards, Negroes,  and  Indians  they  dil'covered,  to 
oblige  them  to  confels  where  they  had  fecrcted 
their  own  as  well  as  their  mailers  riches.  A  beg- 
gar, accidentally  going  into  a  caftle  that  had  been 
deferted  through  fear,  found  lome  apparel  that  he 
put  on.  He  had  fcarcely  drefied  himlelf  in  this 
manner,  when  he  was  perceived  by  thefe  pirates, 
uho  demanded  of  him  where  his  gold  was.  The 
unfortunate  man  fhewed  them  the  ragged  clothes 
he  had  juft  thrown  off.  He  was  inftantly  tortur- 
ed; but  as  he  made  no  difcovery,  he  was  given  up 
to  fome  flaves,  who  put  an  end  to  his  life.  Thus 
the  trealures  the  Spaniards  had  acquired  in  the  New 
World  by  inaifacrcs  and  tortures,  were  rcllored 
again  in  the  fame  manner. 

In  the  midft  of  fuch  fcenes  of  horror,  the  fa- 
vagc  Morgan  fell  in  love.  His  character  was  not 
likely  to  infpire  the  object  of  his  attachment  with 
favourable  lentiments  towards  him.  He  was  re- 
folved  therefore  to  fubdue  by  force  the  beautiful 
Spaniard  that  iiitlamed  and  tormented  him.  Stop, 
cried  fhe  to  this  lavage,  as  file  fprung  with  eager- 
nefs  from  his  arms,  Slop:  Ti.>mhji  thou  then  that 
thy.i  canjl  raviJJj  my  honour  from  me,  as  tbou  hajl 
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wrejled  from  me  my  fir  tune  and  my  liberty  ?  Be  n/-E  O  o  K. 
fured  that  I  can  die,  and  be  revengc'd.     Having  faid       ^• 
this,  fhe  drew  out  a  poniard  from  under  her  gown, 
which  file  would  have  plunged  into  his  heart,  had 
he  not  avoided  the  blow. 

But  Morgan,  ftill  inHamed  wiih  a  palTion  which 
this  determined  refiftance  had  turned  into  rage, 
indead  of  the  tendernefs  and  attention  he  had 
made  ufe  of  10  prevail  upon  his  captive,  now  pro- 
ceeded  to  treat  her  with  the  greaiclt  inhumanity. 
The  fair  Spaniard,  immoveably  refohite,  flinui- 
iated,  at  the  fame  time  that  flie  refiflcd  the  franiic 
deliresof  Morgan  ;  till  at  laft  the  pirates,  exprefl- 
ing  their  refentment  at  being  kept  fo  long  in  a  flate 
ot  inadivity,  by  a  caprice  which  appeared  extra- 
vagant to  ihcm,  he  was  under  the  neceflity  of 
liflening  to  their  complaints,  and  giving  up  his 
purfuit,  Panama  was  burnt.  They  tlicn  fet  lail 
with  a  great  number  of  prilbners,  who  were  ran- 
fomed  a  few  days  after,  and  came  to  the  moudi  of 
the  Chagre  with  a  prodigious  booty. 

BiiFORE  the  break  of  the  day  that  had  been 
fixed  upon  for  the  divifion  of  the  fpoil,  Morgan, 
while  the  red  of  the  pirates  were  in  a  deep  fleep, 
with  the  prir.cipal  free-booters  of  his  own  country, 
failed  for  Jamaica,  in  a  veflel  which  he  had  laden 
with  the  rich  fpoils  of  a  city,  that  ferved  as  the 
flaple  of  commerce  between  the  Old  and  the  New 
World.  This  inflance  ol^  treachery,  unheard-of 
before,  excited  a  rage  and  refentment  not  to  be 
defcribed.  Tlie  Englilli  purfued  the  robber,  in 
hopes  of  wrefling  from  him  the  booty  of  which 
their  right  and  their  avidity  had  been  fruftrated. 
The  French,  though  fharers  in  the  fame  lofs,  re- 
tired to  the  ifiand  of  Tortuga,  from  whence  they 
made  feveral  expeditions.  But  they  were  all 
trifling,  till,  in  the  year  1683,  they  attempted  one 
of  the  greatcft  importance. 

TlJE 
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The  plan  of  this  expedition  was  formed  by  Van 
Horn,  a  native  of  Oftend,  though  he  had  ferved 
all  his  life  among  the  French.  His  intrepidity 
would  never  let  him  futTer  the  leaft  figns  of  cow- 
ardice among  ihofe  who  were  aflbciated  with  him. 
In  the  heat  of  an  engagement  he  went  about  his 
ih'.py  fucctrlTively  obfervcd  his  njen,  and  immediate- 
ly killed  thofc  who  Hirank  at  the  fudden  report  of  a 
pidol,  gun,  or  cannon.  This  extraordinary  difci- 
pline  had  made  him  become  the  terror  of  the 
coward,  and  the  idf)l  of  the  brave.  In  other  re- 
fpeds,  he  readily  fhared  with  the  men  of  fpirit  and 
bravery  the  immenfe  riches  that  were  acquired  by 
fo  truly  warlike  a  diTpofition.  When  he  ^ent  up- 
on thele  expeditions,  he  generally  failed  in  his  fii- 
gate,  which  was  his  own  property.  But  thcfe  new 
deiigns  requiring  greater  numbers  to  carry  them 
into  execution,  he  took  to  his  alliftance  Grammonr, 
Godfrey,  and  Jonque,  three  Frenchmen,  diflin- 
guil"hed  by  thcii  exploits,  and  Lawrence  de  Graff, 
a  Dutchman,  who  had  fignalized  himfelf  ftill  more 
than  they.  Twelve  hundred  free-booters  joined 
themfclves  to  theib  famous  commanders,  and  failed 
in  fix  vefl'cls  for  Vera  Cruz. 

The  darknefs  of  the  night  favoured  their  land- 
ing, which  was  efTecfted  at  three  leagues  from  the 
place,  where  they  arrived  without  being  dikover- 
cd.  The  governor,  the  fort,  the  barracks,  and 
the  pofls  of  the  greateft  confequence  ;  every  thing, 
in  a  word,  that  could  occafion  any  refiftance,  was 
taken  by  break  o!  day.  All  the  citizens,  men, 
women,  and  children,  were  fhut  up  in  the  churches, 
where  they  had  fl.d  for  fhelter.  At  the  door  of 
each  chuich  were  placed  barrels  of  gun-powder  to 
blow  up  the  building.  A  free-booter,  with  a  light- 
ed match,  was  to  let  fire  to  it  upon  the  leaft  appear- 
ance of  an  in  furred  ion. 

WHaB 
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While  the  city  was  kept  in  fuch  terror,  it  wasB  O  O  K. 
caHly  pillaged  ;  and  alter  the  free-booters  had  car-       ^'. 
ried  off  what  was  mofl  valuable,  they  made  a  pro- 
pofal  to  the  cirizens  who   were  kept   prifoners  ia 
the  churches,  to  ranfom  their  lives  and  liberties,  by 
a  contribution  oF  ten  millions  of  livres*.     Thefe 
unfortunate    people,    who   had  neiiher  eaten  nor 
drunk  for  three  days,  cheerfully  accepted  the  terms 
that  were  offered  them.     Hall   of  the  money  wa.^ 
paid  the   fame  day  :  the  other  part  was  expei;:\ed 
from  the  inland  parts  of  the  country;  when  there 
appeared,  on  an  eminence,  a  confiderable  body  of 
troops  advancing,  and  near  the  port  a  fleet  of  fc- 
venteen  fhips  from   Europe.     At  the  fight  of  this 
I   armament  the  free  booters,  without  any  marks  of 
!i    furprife,    retreated    quietly    wuh    fifteen  hundred 
}    flaves  they  had  carried  off  with  them,  as  a  trifling 
i    indemnification  for  the  reft  of  the  money  they  ex- 
pe<5lt.d,    the  fettling  of  which  they  referred  to  a 
I    more  favourable  opportunity.     I'hefe  ruflians  lin- 
I    cerely    believed,    that    whatever  they  pillaged  or 
exacted  by  force  of  arms  upon  the  coafls  where 
they  made  a  defcent,  was  their  lawful  properly  ; 
and  that  God  and  their  arms  gave  them  an  un- 
doubted   right    not    only    to  the  capital  of  thefe 
contributions   they    compelled  the  inhabitants  to 
fign  a  written   engagement  to  fulfil,  but  even  to 
the  interetl  of  that  part  of  the  fum  that  was  not 
yet  paid. 

Their  retreat  was  equally  glorious  and  daring. 
They  boldly  failed  through  the  midft  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  fleet,  which  let  them  pals  without  firing  a  An- 
gle gun  ;  and  were,  in  fact,  rather  alraid  of  being 
attacked  and  beaten.  The  Spaniards  would  not 
probably  have  efcaped  fj  cafily,  and  with  no  other 
inconvenience,  but  fuch  as  arofe  from  their  fears,  if 

*  415,6661.  13s.  4*1. 
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BOO  Kthe  veflels  oF  the  pirates  had  not  been  laden  with 
X.       riches^  or   if  the  SpnniOi  fleet  had  been  freiglned 
with  any  other  tfTcdis  but  fuch  mcrchandife  as  were 
little  valued  by  ihefc  pirates. 

A  YEAR  had  Icarce  elapfed  fince  their  return 
from  Mcxiqo,  \shcn  on  a  ludden  they  were  all 
ftized  with  the  rage  of  going  to  phinder  the  coun- 
tiy  of  Peru.  They  expected,  undoubtedly,  to  fiiid 
greater  treafurts  upon  a  ica  little  frequented,  than 
wpon  one  fo  long  expofed  to  plunder.  The  French 
and  Engliili,  and  even  the  pirate  aflociations  of 
thcle  two  nations,  proje(fted  this  plan  at  the  fame 
time,  widiout  having  concerted  it  together.  Four 
thoufind  men  diicCtcd  their  coiirfe  to  this  part  of 
the  New  Hemilphere.  Some  of  them  came  by 
the  continent,  and  others  by  the  Streighisof  Ma- 
gellan, to  the  place  that  was  the  objedt  of  their 
wilhcs.  If  the  intrepidity  of  thcfe  barbarians  had 
been  direded,  by  a  fkil/ul  and  refpedtable  com- 
mander, to  one  fingle  uniform  end,  this  impor- 
tant colony  would  have  been  lofi:  to  Spain.  But 
their  natural  character  was  an  invincible  obflacle  to 
ih  rare  an  union ;  for  they  always  formed  thcm- 
felves  into  fcveral  dillind  bodies,  fomctimes  into 
fo  few  in  number  as  ten  or  twelve,  who  aded  to- 
gether, or  fc'parately,  as  the  mofl  trifling  caprice 
direded.  Grognicr,  Lecuyer,  Picard,  and  I. 
Sage,  were  the  moft  diftinguifhed  officers  among 
the  French  :  David,  Samms,  Peter,  Wilner,  and 
Townley,  among  the  Engliili. 

Such  of  thole  adventurers  as  had  got  into  the 
South  Sea  by  the  Streiglns  of  Daricn,  feized  upon 
the  firft  veflels  they  found  upon  the  coafl:.  Their 
allociares,  who  had  failed  in  (heir  own  velfels,  were 
not  much  bettc-  provided.  Weak  hov.ever  as  they 
were,  they  beat,  funk,  or  took,  all  the  fhips  that 
were  fitted  out  againfl:  ihem.  The  Spaniards  then 
fufpended    their   navigations.      The    free-booters 

were 
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were  continually  obliged  to  make  defcents  iipnnB  o  o  K 
the  coafts  to  get  provifions;  or  to  go  by  land  in  ■^• 
order  to  plunder  thofe  cities  where  the  booty 
was  fecured.  They  fuccelTively  attacked  Seppo, 
Puebla-Nuevo,  Leon,  Reulejo,  Pueblo- Viejo,  Chi- 
riquita,  Ei'parfo,  Granada,  Villia,  Nicoya,  Teco- 
antepec,  Mucmeluna,  Chuluteca,  New-Segovia, 
and  Guayaquil,  the  moft  confiderable  of  all  thefe 
places. 

As  Grognier  was  returning  home  from  one  of 
thofe  rapid  expeditions,  he  found  that  a  defile 
through  which  he  was  to  pafs,  was  occupied  by 
iome  battalions  that  were  intrenched,  who  ofler- 
cd  not  to  impede  his  retreat,  provided  he  would 
confent  to  releafe  the  prilbners  he  had  taken.  Jf\ 
faid  he,  you  "would  have  my  pr  if  oners,  you  mufi  cut 
their  irons  af under  with  your  f aires ;  "with  rffe^l  to 
my  pa jj age,  my  f-word  fecures  that  to  me.  This  an- 
fvver  gained  him  a  victory,  and  he  purfued  his 
march  unmolefled. 

Universal  terror  prevailed  throughout  the  em- 
pire ;  the  approach  of  the  free-booters,  and  even 
the  fear  of  their  arrival  difperfed  the  people.  The 
Spaniards,  grov.'n  effeminate  by  the  moft  extra- 
vagant luxury,  enervated  by  the  peaceful  exercifc 
of  their  tyranny,  and  reduced  to  the  ftate  of  their 
flaves,  never  waited  for  the  enemy,  unlefs  they 
were  at  leaft  twenty  to  one  ;  and  even  then  they 
were  beaten.  They  retained  no  imprefllon  of  the 
pride  and  nobility  of  their  origin.  They  werefo 
much  degenerated,  that  they  had  loft  all  ideas  of 
the  art  of  war,  and  were  even  fcarce  acquainted 
with  the  ufe  of  firearms.  They  were  but  little 
better  than  the  Americans,  whom  they  trampled 
upon.  This  extraordinary  want  of  courage  was 
increafed,  from  the  idea  they  had  conceived  of 
the  ferocious  men  who  attacked  them.  Their 
monks  had  drawn  them  with  the  fam.e  hideous 
2  features. 
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BOO  K  features,  with  which  they  reprefented  devils ;  and 
^-       they    themfelves    had    overcharged    the    pidure. 
Such  a  reprefenta'.ion,  the  offspring  of  a  wild  and 
terrified  imagination,  equally  imprinted  on  every 
mind  averlion  and  terror. 

Notwithstanding  the  excefsof  their  refent- 
ment,  the  Spaniards  only  recked  their  revenge 
upon  their  foes,  when  they  were  no  more  able  to 
inlpire  terror.  As  foon  as  the  Buccaneers  had 
quitted  the  place  they  had  plundered,  and  if  any  of 
them  had  been  killed  in  the  a:tack,  the  body  was 
digged  up  again,  mutilated,  or  made  to  pafs 
through  the  various  kinds  of  torture,  that  would 
have  been  piacflifed  upon  the  man,  iiad  he  been 
alive.  This  abhorrence  of  the  free-hooters  was 
extended  even  to  the  places  on  which  they  had 
cxercifed  their  cruelties.  The  cities  they  had 
taken  were  excommunicated ;  the  very  walls  and 
foil  of  the  places  which  had  been  laid  wade  were 
anathematized,  and  the  inhabitants  abandoned 
them  for  ever. 

This  rage,  equally  impotent  and  childifh,  could 
only  contribute  to  embolden  that  of  their  enemies. 
As  foon  as  they  took  a  town,  it  was  diredtly  fct 
en  fire,  unlefs  a  fum,  proportioned  to  it's  value, 
was  given  to  fave  it.  Theprifoncrs  taken  in  bat- 
tle were  mafTacred  without  mercy,  if  they  were 
not  ranfomcd  by  government,  or  by  individuals  : 
gold,  pearls,  or  precious  (tones,  were  the  only 
things  accepted  of  for  the  payment  of  their  ran- 
fom.  Silver  being  too  common,  and  too  weighty 
in  proportion  to  it's  value,  would  have  been  trou- 
blefome  to  them.  In  a  word,  the  chances  of  for- 
tune, that  fcldom  lea\e  guilt  unpunifhtd,  nor  ad- 
verfity  without  a  compenfation  for  it's  fufferings, 
atoned  for  the  crimes  committed  in  the  conqucft 
of  the  New  World,  and  the  Indians  were  amply 
avenged  of  the  Spaniards. 

But 
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Rut  it  happened  in  this,  as  it  generally  does  inB  o  O  K 
events  of  this  nature,  tliat  thofe  who  committed  ^__^j_ 
fuch  outrages,  did  not  long  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
tl>em.  Several  of  tliem  died  in  the  courfe  of  thefe 
piracies,  from  the  effeds  of  the  climate,  from  dif- 
trefs  or  debauchery.  Some  were  fhipwrecked  in 
pafling  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  and  at  Cape 
Horu.  Moft  of  thofe  who  attempted  to  get  to  the 
Northern  Sea  by  land,  fell  into  the  ambufcade  that 
was  laid  for  them,  and  lofl:  either  their  lives,  or  the 
booty  they  had  acquired.  The  Englifh  and  French 
colonies  gained  very  little  by  an  expedition  that 
laftcd  four  years,  and  lound  themfelves  deprived  of 
their  bravefl:  inhabitants. 

While  fuch  piracies  were  committed  on  the 
Southern  Ocean,  the  Northern  was  threatened 
with  the  fame  by  Grammont.  He  was  a  native 
of  Paris,  by  birth  a  gentleman,  and  had  diftin- 
guillied  himfelf  in  a  military  capacity  in  Eu- 
rope ;  .  but  his  paOion  for  wine,  gaming,  and 
women,  had  induced  him  to  join  the  pirates. 
His  virtues,  perhaps,  were  fufiicient  to  ha\'e 
atoned  for  his  vices.  He  was  affable,  polite, 
generous,  and  eloquent:  he  was  endued  wiih  a 
found  judgment,  and  was  a  perfon  of  approved 
valour,  which  foon  made  him  be  confidered  as 
the  chief  of  the  French  freebooters.  As  foon 
as  it  was  knov/n  that  he  had  taken  up  arms,  he 
was  immediately  joined  by  a  number  of  brave 
men.  The  governor  of  St.  Domingo,  who  had 
at  length  prevailed  upon  his  mafler  to  approve  of 
the  project,  equally  wife  and  juft,  of  fixing  the 
pirates  to  fome  place,  and  inducing  them  to  be- 
come cultivators,  was  defirous  of  preventing  the 
concerted  expedition,  and  forbad  it  in  the  king's 
name.  Grammont,  who  had  a  greater  fhareof  fenfe 
than  his  aiTociates,  was  not  on  that  account  more 
inclined  to  comply,  and  fternly  replied:  How  can 

Vol.  111.  L  i  Lewis 
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BOO  K  Lewis  difapprove  of  a  deftgn  he  is  unacquainted  with., 
^-      and  ivbich  hdih  been  planned  cnly  a  few  days  ago  ? 
This   anfvver  highly  pleafed  all    the  free  booters, 
who  dircdtly  embarked,  in  1685,  to  attack  Cam- 
peachy. 

Thcy  landed  without  oppofition.  But  at  fome 
diftance  from  the  coaft,  they  were  attacked  by 
eight  hundred  Spaniards,  who  were  beaten  and 
purfued  to  the  town,  where  both  parties  entered 
at  the  fame  time.  The  cannon  they  found  there 
was  immediately  levelled  againft  the  citadel.  As 
it  had  very  little  cfFe(5t,  they  were  contriving  fome 
llratagem  to  enable  them  to  become  mafters  of  the 
place,  when  intelligence  was  brought  that  it  was 
abandoned.  There  remained  in  it  only  a  gunner, 
au  Englifhman,  and  an  officer  of  fuch  fignal  cor, 
rage,  that  he  chofe  rather  to  expofe  himfelf  to  ti 
greatcfl:  extremities,  than  bafely  10  fly  from  tl 
place  with  the  reft.  The  commander  of  the  Buc- 
caneers received  him  with  marks  of  diftindion,  gc- 
ncroufly  releafed  him,  gave  him  up  all  his  efifet^s, 
and  befides  complimented  him  with  fome  valuable 
prcfcnts  :  fuch  influence  have  courage  and  fidelity, 
even  on  the  minds  of  ihofe  who  feem  to  violate  all 
the  rights  of  fociety. 

The  conquerors  of  Campeachy  fpent  two 
months  in  fcarching  all  the  environs  of  the  city, 
for  twelve  or  fifteen  leagues,  carrying  off  every 
thing  that  the  inhabitants,  in  their  flight, 
thought  they  had  preferved.  When  all  the  trca- 
fure  they  had  colleded  from  every  quarter  was 
dcpofited  in  the  fhips,  a  propofal  was  made  to 
the  governor  of  the  province,  who  ftill  kept  the 
field  with  nine  hundred  men,  to  ranfom  his  capi- 
tal city.  His  rcfufal  determined  them  to  burn  it, 
and  demoliih  the  citadel.  The  French,  on  tix; 
fcftival  of  St.  Louis,  were  celebrating  the  anni- 
verfary  of  their   king ;  and,  in  the  tranfports  ot- 

their 
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their  patriotifm,  intoxication,  and  national  loveB  O  o  K 
of  their  prince,  they  burnt  to  the  value  of  a  mil-,  X- 
jion  *  of  logwood ;  a  part,  and  a  very  confider- 
able  one  too,  of  the  fpoil  they  had  made.  After 
this  fingular  and  extravagant  inftance  of  folly,  of 
which  Frendimen  only  could  boaft,  they  returned 
to  St.  Domingo. 

The  little  advantage  which  the  Englifh  and 
French  free-booters  had  made  by  their  lafl  expedi- 
tions upon  the  continent,  had  infcnfibly  led  them 
to  have  recourfe  to  their  ufual  pyratical  expeditions 
upon  the  fea.  Both  were  employed  in  attacking 
the  fhips  they  met  with;  when  a  particular  train 
of  circumftances  again  engaged  the  French  in  that 
courfe,  which  every  thing  had  rendered  them  dif- 
fatisfied  with. 

A  FEW  enterprifing  men  had  fitted  out  in  1697, 
in  the  ports  of  France,  and  under  the  fandion  of 
government,  feven  fliips  of  the  line,  and  a  pro- 
portionate number  of  inferior  veflels.  This  fleet, 
commanded  by  Commodore  Pointis,  conveyed 
troops  for  landing ;  and  it's  dedination  was  againfl: 
Carthagena,  one  of  the  richeft  and  befl:  fortified 
'towns  of  the  New  World.  It  was  expedted  that 
this  expedition  would  be  attended  with  great 
difficulties,  but  it  was  hoped  that  they  would 
be  furmounted,  if  the  Buccaneers  would  aiTift 
in  it,  which  they  did  engage  to  do,  from  mo^ 
tivcs  of  complaifancc  to  DucaiTe,  governor  of 
St.  Domingo,  who  was,  and  deferved  to  be, 
their  idol. 

These  men,  whofe  boldnefs  could  not  be  re- 
trained, did  ftill  more  than  was  expected  from 
them.  No  fooner  had  they  perceived  a  Imall 
breach  in  the  fortificanons  of  the  lower  town, 
than  they  ftormed  the  place,    and  planted  ihcir 
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BOOK  (landards  upon  the  walls.     They  carried  the  other 
^^  ^  works  with  the  fame  intrepidity.     The  town  fur- 
rendered,    and    it's  fubmilllon    was  owen  to  the 
Buccaneers. 

All  kinds  of  enormities  fiicceeded  this  event. 
The  general,  who  was  an  unjurt:,  covetous,  and 
cruel  man,  broke  every  article  of  the  capitulation. 
Although  the  apprehenfions  of  an  army,  that  was 
colledmg  in  the  inland  country,  had  made  him 
content  that  the  inhabitants  fhould  keep  half  of 
their  moveable  efFedts,  yet  every  thing  was  given 
up  to  the  mofl  horrible  plunder.  The  officers 
were  the  firft  thieves  ;  and  it  was  not  till  they 
had  gorged  themfelves  with  the  fpuils,  that  the 
foldiers  were  fuffered  to  ranfack  the  houles.  As, 
for  the  Buccaneers,  they  were  kept  in  employ- 
ment out  of  the  tov/n,  while  the  treafure  was 
feized. 

PoiNTis  pretended  that  the  fpoils  did  not  ex- 
ceed feven  or  eight  millions  of  livres  *.  Du- 
calTe  valued  them  at  30,000,000  +,  and  others 
at  40,000,000:}:.  The  Buccaneers,  according  to 
agreement,  were  to  receive  one  quarter  of  the 
whole,  whatever  it  might  be.  They  were  how- 
ever given  to  underlland,  that  their  profit  would 
only  amount  to  40,000  crowns  ||. 

The  (hips  had  fetfail  when  the  propofal  was 
made  to  thtfe  intrepid  men,  who  had  decided  the 
victory.  Exafpcrated  at  this  treatment,  which 
fo  evidently  affedted  their  rights,  and  difappoinied 
their  expedations,  ihcy  refolved  immediately  to 
board  the  vcllel  called  tbc  Scepter^  where  Pointis 
himlelf  was,  and  which,  at  that  time,  was  too 
far  Jiltant  from  the  reft  of  the  fliips,  to  expedt 
to   be  allirtcd   by   them.      This   infamous   coni- 

*  From  291,6661.  IJ3.  4d.  to  333,3331-  6s.  8cl. 
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mander  was  upon  the  point  of  being  ma{racred,B  OO  K 
when  one  of  the  mal-contents  cried  out :  Brethren^  ^  ^_ 
•why  jbould  we  attack  this  rajcal?  He  hath  carried  off 
noth'mg  that  belongs  to  us.  He  hath  left  our  Jhare 
at  Carthagena^  and  there  we  muji  go  to  recover  it. 
This  propofal  was  received  v/irh  general  applaufe. 
A  favage  joy  at  once  fucceeded  that  gloomy  me- 
lancholy '  which  had  feized  them,  and  without 
further  deliberation  all  their  fhips  failed  towards 
the  city. 

As  foon  as  they  had  entered  the  city  without 
meeting  with  any  refiflance,  the  Buccaneers  fhut 
up  all  the  men  in  the  great  church,  and  fpoke  to 
them  in  the  following  words  : 

*'  We  are  not  ignorant  that  you  confider  us 
*'  as  men  void  of  faith,  and  of  all  religion,  as 
*'  infernal  beings  rather  than  men.  The  abhor- 
*'  rence  you  have  of  us,  hath  been  manifefted  by 
*'  the  opprobrious  terms  with  which  you  affcd  to 
**  defcribe  us;  and  your  miftruft  of  us,  by  your 
"  refufing  to  treat  with  us  of  your  capitulation. 
*'  You  fee  us  here  armed,  and  capable  of  avenging 
"  ourfelves.  The  palenefs  vifible  upon  your 
**  countenances  plainly  fhews  that  you  cxped  the 
*'  mod  fevere  treatment ;  and  your  confcicnce 
**  tells  you,  no  doubt,  that  you  deferve  it.  Be 
**  at  length  undeceived,  and  acknowledge,  in 
'*  this  inftance,  that  the  injurious  appellations 
**  with  which  you  fligmatize  us,  are  not  to  be 
*'  applied  to  us,  but  to  the  infamous  general  un- 
**  der  whofe  command  we  lately  fought.  The 
*'  traitor  to  whom  we  have  opened  the  gates  of  the 
"  city,  which  he  would  never  have  entered  with- 
**  out  our  afliflance,  hath  feized  upon  the  fpoils 
**  acquired  at  our  hazard,  and  by  our  courage; 
*'  and  by  this  ad  of  injuftice  hath  compelled  us 
"  to  return  to  you.     Our  moderation  mud  juf- 

tify  our  fincerity.     We  will  quit  your  city  im- 

**  mediately, 
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mediately,  upon  your  delivering  5,000,000  of 
livres*  into  our  hands.  This  is  the  whole  of 
our  claim  ;  and  we  pledge  our  honour  to  you, 
*'  that  we  will  iaflantly  retreat.  But  if  you  re- 
*'  fufe  us  fo  moderate  a  contribution,  look  at  our 
"  fabres :  we  fwear  by  them  that  we  will  fparc 
"  no  perfon  ;  and  when  the  misfortunes  which 
"  threaten  you  Oiall  come  upon  you,  and  upon 
"  your  wives  and  children,  accufe  none  but  your- 
"  felves  and  the  worthlefs  Pointis,  whom  you  are 
*'  at  liberty  to  load  with  all  kinds  of  execra- 
"  tions." 

Afttr  this  difcourfe,  a  facrcd  orator  mounted 
the  pulpit,  and  made  ufe  of  the  influence  that  his 
charav5tcr,  his  authority,  and  liis  eloquence  gave 
him,  to  perfuade  his  hearers  to  yield  up,  without 
referve,  all  ihe  gold,  iilver,  and  jewels  they  had. 
The  collection  made  after  the  fermon  not  fur- 
nilhifig  the  fum  required,  the  ciiy  was  ordered  to 
be  plundered.  From  the  houfes  they  proceeded 
to  pillage  the  churches,  and  even  the  tombs,  but 
wiih  no  great  (uccefs ;  and  the  iiiftruments  of  tor- 
ture were  at  length  produced 

Two  of  the  citizei.j  ol  the  greateft  diflinclion 
were  feized,  and  after  them  two  more,  in  order 
to  endeavour  to  extort  from  them,  where  the 
public  money,  as  well  as  that  of  individuals,  was 
concealed.  They  all  anfwered  feparatcly,  with 
fo  much  candour,  as  well  as  firmnefs,  that  they 
were  ignorant  of  it,  that  avarice  itfelf  was  dis- 
armed. Some  mufkets  were,  however,  fired  offj 
to  induce  a  belief  that  thefe  unfortunate  men  had 
been  fhot.  Every  one  apprehended  the  lame 
fate;  and  that  very  evening,  one  million  of 
livres -f  was  brought  in  to  the  free-booters.  The 
following   days    produced    alfo   lomething   more, 
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iDefpairing,  at  length,  to  add  any  thing  to  whatBooK 
jthey  had  already  amafFed,  they  fet  fail.     Unfor-  ^     X. 
jtiinarely  they  fell  in   with   a  fleet  of  Dutch  and' 
'Englifh   rhips,  both  thofe  nations  being  then  in 
alliance   with  Spain,   and    feveral   of   their   fmall 
vellels  were  either  taken  or  funk  i  the  reft  efcaped 
to  St.  Domingo. 

Such  was  the  laft  memorable  event  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  free-booters. 

The  reparation  of  the  Englifh  and  French, 
when  the  war,  on  account  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  divided  the  two  nations :  the  fuccefsful 
means  they  both  made  ufe  of  to  promote  the 
cultivation  of  land  in  their  colonies,  by  the  allift- 
ance  of  thefe  enterprifing  men,  the  prudence  that 
I  was  fhewn,  in  fixing  the  moftdiftinguiflied  among 
I  them,  and  intrulting  them  with  civil  and  military 
employments:  the  protection  they  were  under  a 
neceflity  of  affording  fuccelfively  to  the  Spanifh 
fettlements,  which,  till  then,  had  been  a  general 
objedt  of  plunder:  all  thefe  circumftances,  and 
I  various  others,  befide  the  impoflibility  there  was 
!  of  fupplying  the  place  of  fo  many  extraordinary 
men,  who  were  continually  dropping  off,  con- 
curred to  put  an  end  to  the  mofl:  fingular  fociety 
that  had  ever  exifted.  Without  any  regular  fyftcm, 
without  laws,  without  any  degree  of  fubordinaiion, 
and  even  without  any  fixed  revenue,  they  became 
the  aflonifhmcnt  of  the  age  in  which  they  lived, 
as  they  will  alfo  be  of  pofleriiy.  They  would 
have  fubdued  all  America,  had  they  been  ani- 
mated with  the  fpirit  of  conquefl:,  as  they  were 
with  that  of  rapine. 

England,  France,  and  Holland,  had  fent,  at 
different  times,  confiderable  fleets  into  the  New 
World.  The  intemperance  of  the  climate,  the 
want  of  fubfiflence,  the  deje6\ion  of  the  troops, 
rend.ied  the  beft  concerted  fchemes  unfuccefsfui. 

Neiiidcr 
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BOO  K Neither  of  thefe  nations  acquired  any  national 
^  glory,  nor  made  any  confiderable  progrefs  by 
them.  Upon  the  very  fcene  of  their  difgrace, 
and  on  the  very  fpot  where  tliey  were  Co  fhameful- 
ly  repulfed,  a  fmall  number  of  adventurers,  who 
had  no  other  refources  to  enable  them  to  carry  on 
a  war,  but  what  the  war  itfelf  afforded  tliem, 
Uicceeded  in  the  mofl:  difficult  enterprifes.  Tiiey 
fupplied  the  want  of  numbers  and  of  power,  by 
their  adivity,  their  vigilance,  and  bravery.  An 
unbounded  pafiion  for  liberty  and  independence, 
excited  and  kept  up  in  them  that  energy  of  foul 
that  enables  us  to  undertake  and  execute  every 
thing;  it  produced  that  vigour,  that  fupcriority  in 
action,  which  the  mofl:  approved  military  difciplme, 
the  mofl:  powerful  combinations  of  ftrengih,  the 
befl:  regulated  governments,  the  mofl:  honourable 
and  mofl:  flriking  rewards  and  marks  of  diftindion, 
will  never  be  able  to  excite. 

The  principle  which  acftuated  thefe  extraordi- 
nary and  romantic  men,  is  not  eafily  difcovered. 
It  cannot  be  afcribrd  to  want :  the  earth  they 
trod  upon,  offered  them  immenfe  treafures,  col- 
)e(fted  ready  to  their  hand  by  men  of  inferior 
capacitie?.  Can  it  then  be  imputed  to  avarice.? 
But  would  they  then  have  fquandered  away  in  a 
day,  tlic  fpoils  acquired  in  a  whole  campaign  ,? 
As  they  properly  belonged  to  no  country,  they 
did  not  therefore  facrifice  themfelvcs  for  it's  de- 
fence, for  the  aggrandizing  of  it's  territories,  or 
for  the  avenging  of  it's  quarrels.  The  love  of 
glory,  had  they  known  it,  would  have  prevented 
them  from  committing  fuch  numbcrlefs  enormi- 
tits  and  crimes,  which  cafl  a  fliade  on  all  their 
hrighteft  adions.  Neither  could  a  fpirit  of  indo- 
lence and  eafc  ever  make  men  expole  themfclves 
to  conflant  fcUigucs,  and  fubmit  to  the  greateft 
da  I J  ge  If. 

What 
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What  tlien  were  the  moral  caufes  that  gavcB  O  O  K 


rife  to.  (0  fmgular  a  fociety  as  that  of  the  free-,  _^- 
hooters?  That  country,  where  nature  feems  to 
have  obtained  a  perpetual  and  abfolute  power 
over  the  mofl:  turbulent  paflions  ;  wlf^re  the  in- 
temperate riot  and  intoxication  occafioned  by 
public  fellivnls,  was  necefiary  to  roule  men  from 
an  habitual  ftate  of  lethargy  ;  where  they  lived 
fatisfied  with  their  tedious  and  indolent  courfe  of 
life:  that  country  became  at  once  inhabited  by 
j  an  ardent  and  impetuous  people,  who,  from  the 
!  fcorching  heat  of  their  aimolphere,  feemed  to 
.  have  carried  their  fentiments  to  the  grsatefl  ex- 
cefs,  and  their  pafuons  to  a  degree  of  phrenzy. 
While  the  heats  of  a  burning  climate  enervated 
;  the  old  conquerors  of  the  New  World  ;  while  the 
Spaniards,  who  were  fo  reftlefs  and  turbulent  in 
their  own  country,  enjoyed  with  the  conquered 
Americans  a  life  habituated  to  cafe  and  dejtdion; 
a  fet  of  men, 'who  had  come  out  of  the  moft  tem- 
perate climates  in  Europe,  went  under  the  equator 
to  acquire  powers  unknown  before. 

If  we  fliould  be  defirousof  tracing  the  origin  of 
tiiis  revolution,  we  fhall  perceive  that  it  arifes 
from  the  free-booters  having  lived  under  the 
fhackle  of  European  governments.  The  fpirit 
of  liberty  being  reprcfltd  f^r  fo  many  agts,  ex- 
erted ii's  power  to  a  degree  almoft  inconceivable, 
arid  occafioned  the  moft  terrible  effed\s  that  were 
ever  exhibited  in  the  moral  world.  RefHefs  and 
enihufiaftic  men  of  every  nation  joined  ihem- 
felves  to  thefe  adventurers,  as  foon  as  they  heard 
of  the  fuccefs  they  had  met  with.  The  charms 
of  novelty,  the  idea  of  and  defire  excited  by  dil- 
tanl  objects,  the  want  of  a  c!-)ange  in  fituation, 
the  hopes  of  better  fortune,  the  impulfe  which 
excites  the  imagination  to  the  undertaking  of 
great  actions,    admiration,    wliich   eafily   induces 

me;i 
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BOOKmen  to  imitation,  the  necclTity  of  getting  the 
_^^  better  of  thofe  impediments  that  are  the  confe- 
quences  of  imprudence,  the  Force  of  example,  and 
the  being  equally  partakers  of  the  fame  good  and 
bad  fortune  among  thofe  who  have  frequently 
aflbciated  together ;  in  a  word,  the  temporary  fer- 
ment which  ail  the  elements  together,  with  feveral 
accidental  circumftances,  had  raifed  in  the  minds 
of  men,  alternately  elevated  to  the  greateft  pro- 
fperity,  or  funk  in  the  deepeft  diftrefs,  at  one  time 
fiained  with  blood,  at  another  revelling  in  volup- 
tuoufnefs,  rendered  the  free-booters  a  people  wholly 
diftincft  in  hiftory  ;  but  a  people  whofe  duration 
was  fo  tranfient,  that  it's  glory  lafted,  as  it  were, 
but  a  moment. 

■  We  are,  however,  accuftomed  to  confider  thefe 
ruffians  with  a  kind  of  abhorrence.  This  they 
deferve  ;  as  the  inftances  of  fidelity,  integrity, 
difiniereftednefs  and  generofity,  they  fhewed  to 
one  another,  did  not  prevent  the  outrages  they 
perpetually  committed  againft  mankind.  But 
amidil  fuch  enormities,  it  is  impofllble  not  to  be 
furprifed  at  a  variety  of  brave  and  noble  anions, 
that  would  have  refleded  honour  on  the  moft  vir- 
tuous people. 

Some  free-booters  had  agreed,  for  a  certain 
film,  to  efco-rt  a  Spanifh  fhip,  very  richly  laden. 
One  of  them  ventured  to  propofe  to  his  compa- 
nions to  enrich  themfelves  at  once,  by  making 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  fhip.  Montauban, 
who  was  the  commander  of  the  troop,  had  no 
fboner  heard  the  propofal,  than  he  defired  to 
refign  the  command,  and  to  be  fet  on  fhore. 
What!  replied  thefe  brave  men,  would  you  then 
leave  us  ?  Is  there  any  one  among  us  who  ap- 
proves of  the  treachery  that  you  abhor  ?  A  coun- 
cil was  immediately  called  ;  and  it  was  deter- 
mined that  the  guilty  perfon  fhould  be  thrown 
I  upon 
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upon  the  firft  coaft  they  came  to.  They  took  anB  O  O  K 
oath,  that  fo  dilhoneft  a  man  fhould  never  be^^^j 
admitted  in  any  expedition,  in  which  any  of  the 
brave  men  prefent  fhould  be  concerned,  as 
they  would  think  themfelves  difhonoured  by 
fuch  a  connedtion.  If  this  be  not  confidcred  as 
an  inftance  of  heroifm,  mafl  we  then  expett  to 
meet  with  heroes  in  an  age,  in  which  every  thing 
great  is  turned  into  ridicule,  under  the  idea  of  en- 
thufiafm  ? 

Accordingly,  the  hiftory  of  paft  times  doth 
not  offer,  nor  will  that  of  future  times  ever  pro- 
duce, an  example  of  fuch  an  affociation  ;  which 
is  almolt  as  marvellous  as  the  difcovery  of  the 
New  World.  Nothing  but  this  event  could  have 
given  rife  to  it,  by  colleding  together,  in  thofe 
diflant  regions,  all  the  men  of  the  higheft  impe- 
tuofity  and  energy  of  foul  that  had  ever  appeared 
in  our  flates. 

Their  fword,  and  their  daring  fpirit,  which 
they  exercifed  with  fuch  terrible  effcdl:  in  Ame- 
rica, was  the  only  fortune  which  thefe  men  of 
fo  uncommon  a  ftamp  pofieffed  in  Europe.  In 
America,  being  enemies  to  all  mankind,  and 
dreaded  by  all;  perpetually  expofed  to  the  moft 
extreme  dangers,  they  muft  necefi'arily  have  con- 
fidered  every  day  as  if  the  lad  of  their  life,  and 
they  would,  conlequently,  diflipate  their  wealth 
in  the  fame  manner  as  they  had  acquired  it. 
They  would  give  themfelves  up  to  all  the  ex- 
cefles  of  debauchery  and  pro^ufion,  and  en  their 
return  from  the  fight,  the  intoxication  of  their 
vidory  would  accompany  il,jm  in  their  feafts ; 
they  would  embrace  their  miflreffes  in  their 
bloody  arms  ;  they  would  fall  aflecp,  for  a  while, 
lulled  by  voluptuous  pleafures,  from  which  they 
would  be  roufed  only  to  proceed  to  new  mai- 
facres.      As  i:   wcs  a   matter  of    indifference  to 

them, 
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BOOK  them,    whether    they   fhould    leave    their  bodies 
X-       upon   the  furface   of  the  earth,  or  underneath  the 
^""^'^       'waters,  they  niufl  neceitiirily  look  upon   life,    or 
death,   with  the  fame  coolnefs.     With  a  ferocious 
turn  of  mind,  and  a  mifguided  confcience,  defti- 
tutc  of  connedtions,   of  relations,   of  friends,   of 
fellow   citizens,  of  a  country,  and  of  an  afylum, 
and  without  having  any  of  thofe  motives  which 
m(xierate  the    ardour   of    bravery,    by  the  value 
which   they  attach  to  exigence,  they  muft  necef- 
farily  have  ruflied,    like  men    deprived  of  figlit, 
upon  the  molt  delperate    attempts.     Equally  in- 
capable of  fubmitting  to   indigence,  or   to  quiet; 
too  proud  to  employ  themlelvesin  common  labour, 
they  would  have  been  the  fcourge  of  the  Old,  had 
they  not  been  that  of  the  New  World.     Had  they 
not  gone  to  ravage  thofe  diflant  countries,  they 
would  have  ranlacked  our  provinces,  and  would 
have  left  behind  them  a  name  famous  in  the  cata- 
logue of  our  greatell  villains. 
Cmres  America    had  fcarce  recovered  from  the  ra- 

that  pre-    .,gg^g  q^^  j^^j  luflaiued ;  fhe  had  fcarce  begun  tc 
EnRiifh      be  fenfible  of  the  advantages  fhe  derived  from  tht 
and  Dutch  induflry  of  the  free-bootcrs,  who  were  now  be- 
ing"anv^  '  comc  citizens  and  hufbandmen -,    when  the  Ok 
conqiieit  in  World  exhibited    the   fcene  of  fuch  a  revolution. 
America    OS  alarmed  and  terrified  the   New.     Charles  th< 
war  for  the  Second,  king  of  Spain,    had  jufl  ended  a   life  ol 
Spanifh      trouble    and    anxiety.      His    fubjeds,    perfuadec 
fucce  ion.  ^j^^^  ^  dclcendeut  of  the  houfe   of  Bourbon   alon( 
was  able    to   preferve  the   monarchy  entire,  hac 
urged   him,  lowards  the  clofe  of  his  life,  to   ap 
point  the  duke  of  Anjou  his  fucceflor.     The  idci 
iii    having  the    government   of    two-and-twent> 
kmgdoms  devolve  to  a  family  that  was  not  onh 
his  rival,  but   his  enemy,  had    filled  him  with  lh< 
mod   gloomy   apprehcnfions.      B:u    after   fcvera 
iiutrnal  ftrugglcs,  and  numbcdefs  marks  of  irre 
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folution,  he  at   length  prevailed  upon  himfelf  toB  o  o  K 
ihew  an  example  of  juftice,  and  greatneis  of  foul,       X. 
which  the  natural  weaknefs  of  his  character  gave' 
little  reafon  to  expect  from  him. 

Europe,  tired  out,  for  half  a  century,  with  the 
haughtincfs,  ambition,  and  tyranny  of  Lewis  XiV. 
exerted  it's  combined  forces  to  prevent  the  in- 
creafe  of  a  power  already  become  too  formidable. 
The  fatal  efFeds  of  a  bad  adminiftration  had  en- 
tirely enervated  the  Spaniards  ;  the  fpirit  of  fu- 
perftition,  and  confequentiy  of  weaknefs,  that 
prevailed  then  in  France,  had  procured  fuch  ad- 
vantages to  the  league,  as  are  hardly  to  be  pa- 
ralleled, in  the  inftance  of  the  union  of  feveral 
powers  againfl  a  fingle  one.  This  league  gained 
an  influence,  that  was  increafed  by  the  victories, 
equally  glorious  and  beneficial,  it  obtained  every 
campaign.  Both  kingdoms  were  foon  left  with- 
out ftrength  or  fame.  To  add  to  their  misfor- 
tunes, their  calamities  were  a  general  object  of  joy, 
and  none  were  touched  with  a  fenfe  ot  compallion 
at  the  miferics  they  experienced, 

England  and  Holland,  after  having  profufely 
lavifhed  their  blood  and  treafurcs  in  detcnce  of  the 
Emperor,  thought  it  necellary  to  attend  to  their 
own  interelts  in  America.  This  country  invited 
them  to  rich  as  well  aseafy  conquefts.  Spain,  fince 
the  deftruction  of  it's  galleons  at  Vigo,  had  no 
fhips;  and  France,  after  having  experienced  that 
fatal  reverfe  of  fortune  that  had  reduced  her  to  the 
loweft  ebb,  had  neglected  her  navy.  Thii.  inat- 
tention was  owen  to  a  diftant  caufe. 

Lewis  XIV.  who,  in  his  earlier  age,  was  am- 
bitious of  every  thing  that  might  add  to  his 
glory,  thought  that  fomeihing  would  be  wanting 
to  the  fplendour  of  his  reign  if  he  did  not 
cflablifh  a  confiderable  naval  force.  His  nume- 
rous  fleets  were  foon  in  a  condition   to  balance 

the 


526  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

B  O  O  K  the  combined  forces  of  England  and  of  Holland, 
X.  and  conveyed  the  terror  of  his  name  to  the  ex* 
trcmities  of  the  globe.  But  he  foon  loft  this  new 
fpecits  of  grandeur.  In  proportion  as  his  inordi- 
nate ambition  drew  upon  him  frefli  enemies,  as  he 
found  himfeif  obliged  to  maintain  a  greater  num- 
ber o''  troops  in  conftant  pay  ;  as  the  frontiers  of 
the  kingdom  were  extended,  and  as  his  forts 
became  more  numerous,  the  number  of  his  fhips 
dcc:eafed.  He  made  ufe  of  part  of  the  funds 
that  were  d^ftincd  to  fupport  his  maritime  power, 
even  before  his  n-^crliitics  obliged  him  to  it.  The 
frequent  removals  of  tlie  court,  public  buildings, 
that  were  either  ufclefs  or  too  magnificent,  ob- 
jects of  oftentation,  or  of  mere  pleafure,  and 
various  other  caufes,  equally  trifling,  abforbed 
that  part  of  the  public  revenue,  which  ought  to 
have  been  employed  in  his  maritime  arma- 
ments. From  that  time,  this  part  of  the  power 
of  France  began  to  grow  weak:  it  infenfibly  de- 
clined, and  was  entirely  loft  in  the  misfortunes 
of  the  war  that  was  raifed  for  the  Spanifh  fuccef- 
lion. 

At  this  period,  the  acquifitions  the  Spanifli 
and  French  had  made  in  the  Weft  Indies,  were 
not  put  in  a  ftateof  defence.  They  were,  there- 
fore, the  more  likely  foon  to  become  the  pro- 
perty of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Provinces; 
the  only  modern  nations  who  had  cftablifhed 
their  political  influence  upon  the  principles  of 
commerce.  The  vaft  difcoveries  of  the  Spa- 
niards and  Portuguefe,  had  given  them,  in- 
deed, an  exclufive  polTeflion  of  thofe  treafures 
and  productions  that  fccmed  to  promifc  them 
the  empire  of  the  world,  if  riches  could  obtain 
it :  but  thefe  nations,  intoxicated  as  they  were 
with  the  love  of  gold  and  the  idea  of  conqueft, 
had  never  in  the  leaft  fufpeded  that  their  pofTef- 

iions 
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fions  in  the  New  World  could  fiipport  their  power  B  O  O  K 
in  the  Old.  The  Englifh  and  Dutch  went  into.  J^i 
the  contrary  extreme  ;  building  their  opinions 
upon  the  fyftem  of  the  influence  they  fuppofed 
America  muft  neceiTarily  give  to  Europe.  A 
lyftem  which  they  not  only  mifapplied,  but  carri- 
ed to  excels. 

These  two  nations,  one  of  which  had  no  na- 
tural advantages,  and  the  other  very  inconfider- 
able  ones,  had,  from  the  earlieft  period,  difco- 
vered  the  true  principles  of  commerce,  and  pur- 
fued  them  with  greater  perfeverance  than  might 
have  been  expected  from  the  different  fituations 
they  had  been  engaged  in.  Accidental  circum- 
ftances  having  at  firfb  animated  the  induftry  of 
the  poorefl:  of  thefe  nations,  fhe  found  herfelf 
very  quickly  equalled  by  her  rival  power,  whofc 
genius  was  more  lively,  and  whofe  refourccs  were 
much  greater.  The  war,  occafioned  by  a  fpirit 
of  induftry,  and  excited-by  jealoufy,  foon  dege- 
nerated into  fierce,  obflinate,  and  bloody  en- 
gagements. Thefe  were  not  merely  fuch  hofti- 
lities  as  are  carried  on  between  two  different 
people ;  they  refembled  rather  the  hatred  and 
revenge  of  one  privaie  man  againfl  another.  The 
neceflity  they  were  under  of  uniting,  in  order  to 
check  and  reftrain  the  power  of  France,  fufpended 
thefe  hoftilities.  The  fuccefs  they  met  with, 
which  was,  perhaps,  too  rapid  and  cjecifive, 
revived  their  former  animofity.  From  the  ap- 
prehenfion  they  were  under,  that  each  ftate  was 
labouring  for  the  aggrandizement  of  the  other, 
they  entirely  neglcded  the  invafion  of  America. 
Queen  Anne,  at  length,  availing  herfelf  of  a 
favourable  opportunity  for  concluding  a  feparate 
peace,  procured  fuch  advantageous  terms,  as 
gave  the  Englifh  a  great  fuperiority  over  their 
rivals  the  Dutch.  From  that  time,  England  be- 
came 
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came  of  the  greateft  importance  in  the  pohtical 
fyftem  of  Europe,  and  Holland  was  totally  difre- 
garded. 

The  years  fucceeding  the  peace  of  Utrecht 
revived  the  ideas  of  the  golden  age  to  the  world, 
which  would  be  always  in  a  fufficient  (late  of  tran- 
quillity, if  the  Europeans  did  not  difturb  it's 
peace,  by  carrying  their  arms  and  their  diffen- 
llons  into  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  The  fields 
were  now  no  more  covered  with  dead  bodies.  The 
harveft-  of  the  hufbandman  was  not  laid  waflc. 
The  iailor  ventured  to  fail  in  every  fea  without 
dread  of  pirates.  Mothers  no  more  faw  their 
children"  forced  from  them,  to  lavifh  their  blood 
at  the  caprice  of  a  weak  monarch,  or  an  ambitious 
ininirter.  Nations  did  no  longer  unite  to  gratify 
the  pallions  of  their  fovereigns.  For  fome  time, 
men  lived  together  as  brethren,  as  much,  at  lead, 
as  the  pride  of  princes,  and  the  avidity  of  the  peo- 
ple would  allow. 

Although  this  general  happinefs  was  to  be 
attribu!ed  to  thofe  who  held  ihe  reins  of  govern- 
ment, yet  the  impiovement  of  reafon  contribut- 
ed, in  fome  degree,  to  produce  it.  Philofophy 
ihen  began  to  lay  open  and  recommend  the  (en- 
timents  of  benevolence.  The  writings  of  fome 
philol'ophers  had  been  made  pubh'c,  or  difperfed 
among  the  people,  and  contributed  to  polilh  and 
r^yfine  their  manners.  The  fpirit  of  moderation 
Tiad  infpired  men  with  ilie  love  of  the  more  ufcful 
aiid  pitaling  arts  of  life,  and  abated,  at  leafl, 
the  dtfirc  they  till  then  had  of  dellroying  one 
another.  The  thirft  of  blood  feemed  to  be 
alfuaged,  and  all  nations,  with  the  alliftance  of 
the  dilcoveries  they  had  made,  ardently  fet  about 
the  improvement  of  their  population,  agriculture, 
and  manufactures. 

This 
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This  fpirlt  of  adivity  exerted  itfelf  principally  BOOK 

in  the  Caribbee  Iflands.     The  ftates  upon  the  con- , J^ 

tinent  can  Tubfift,  and  even  flourifh,  when  the  rage 
of  war  is  kindled  in  their  neighbourhood  and 
on  their  frontiers;  becaufe  tiie  principal  objett  of 
their  attention  is  the  culture  of  their  lands,  their 
manufadures,  their  fubfiflence  and  internal  con- 
fumptions.  This  is  not  the  cafe  with  regard  to 
thofe  fettlements  which  different  nations  have 
formed  in  the  Great  Archipelago  of  America.  In 
thefe,  life  and  property  are  equally  precarious. 
None  of  the  neceffaries  of  life  are  the  natural  pro- 
duce of  the  clirrate.  Wearing  apparel,  and  the 
inftruments  of  hufbandry,  are  not  even  made  in  ths 
country.  All  thtir  commodities  are  intended  for 
exportation.  Nothing  but  an  eafy  and  fafe  com- 
munication with  Africa,  with  the  northern  coalls 
of  the  New  World,  but  principally  with  Europe, 
can  procure  to  thefe  iflands  that  free  circulation  of 
the  neceffaries  of  life  they  receive,  and  of  thofe 
fuperfluities  they  give  in  exchange.  The  more 
the  colonifts  had  fufFered  from  the  efFedts  of  that 
long  and  dreadful  commotion  that  had  thrown 
every  thing  into  confufion,  the  greater  was  their 
vigilance  in  endeavouring  to  repair  the  loffes 
their  fortunes  had  fuRained.  The  very  hopes 
entertained  that  the  general  weaknefs  would  in- 
fure  a  lading  tranquillity,  encouraged  the  moft 
cautious  merchants  to  fupply  the  colonifts  with 
goods  in  advance ;  a  circumflance  that  contribut- 
ed greatly  to  quicken  the  progrefs  they  made, 
which,  notwithftanding  all  their  care  and  attention, 
would  otherwife  have  been  very  flow.  Thefe  af- 
fiflances  infured  as  well  as  increafed  the  profpcriry 
of  the  iflands,  till  a  florm,  that  had  been  a  long 
time  gathering,  broke  out  in  the  year  1739,  and 
diflurbed  the  peace  of  the  world. 

Vol.  IIL  Mm  The 
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The  Englllh  colonics,  but  chiefly  Jamaica,  had 
carried  on  a  contraband  trade  with  the  Spanifh  fct- 
Xhe^f.^  tlenients  in  the  New  World,  which  cuftom  had 
lands  of  long  made  them  confidcr  as  lawful.  The  court 
are^Hie*^*  of  Madrid,  becoming  better  acquainted  with  it's 
caufeof  interefts,  concerted  meafures  to  put  a  (top  to,  or  ^ 
the  war  ^^  jeaft  to  check,  this  intcrcourfe.  The  plan 
Events'iii  might  poiVibly  be  prudent ;  but  it  was  neceflary 
that  war,    it  Oioiild   be  carried   into   execution  with  equity. 

tc"rmhu-  ^^  ^'""^  *^'P^  ^'^^^  ^^'^^^  intended  to  prevent  this 
lion  of  it.  fraudulent  trade  had  only  feized  upon  thofe  vef- 
fcls  that  were  concerned  in  it,  this  meafure  would 
have  deferved  comm.endarion.  But  the  abufes 
infcparable  from  violent  meafures,  the  eagernefs 
of  gain,  ar.d  perhaps  too,  a  fpirit  of  revenge,  in- 
cited them  to  llop,  under  the  pretence  of  their 
carryii  g  on  a  contraband  trade,  many  (hips  which 
in  reality  had  a  legal  deftination. 

England,  whofe  I'ccurity,  power  and  glory  i 
founded  upon  commerce,  could  not  very  patiently 
fuficr  even  her  ufurpations  to  be  reftrained ;  but 
was  highly  inccnfed  when  fhe  found  that  thefe 
hoftilities  were  carried  to  an  excefs  inconfiftent 
vvitlx  the  law  of  nations.  In  London,  and  in  the 
houfe  of  parliament,  general  complaints  were 
made  againft  the  authors  of  them,  and  invedlivea 
againft  the  minifter  who  fuffered  them.  Walpole, 
who  had  long  ruled  Great  Britain,  and  whofe  cha- 
radter  and  abilities  were  better  adapted  to  peace 
than  war,  and  the  Spanilh  council  which  fliewed 
lefs  fpirit  as  the  ftorm  increafed,  concerted  toge- 
ther terms  of  reconciliation.  Thofe  fixed  upon, 
and  figned  at  Pardo,  were  not  approved  by  a  peo- 
ple equally  inflamed  by  it's  interefls,  it's  refent- 
mcnts,  and  by  party  fpirit,  and  efpecially  by  the 
iiumber  of  political  writings  that  were  conftanily 
publiflied  on  the  fubjed\. 

The 
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The  fovereign  of  any  country,  who  forbids  theB  o  O  K 
liberty  of  difculling    publicly  matters  of   admi-.      '^X^ 
niftration,  and  politics,  gives  an  authentic  attefta- 
tion  of  his  propenfity  to  tyranny,  and  of  the  im- 
propriety of  his  meafures.     It  is  juft  as  if  he  were 
to  fay  to  the  people  :  '•  I  know  full  as  well  as  you 
"  do,  that  what  I  have  determined  upon  is  con- 
trary to  your  liberty,  your  prerogatives,  your 
intereft,   your  tranquillity,  and  your  happinefs  ; 
but  I  do  not  chufe  that  you  fliould  murmur  aC 
it.     I  will  never  fufFer  you  to  be  enliglitened, 
becaufe  it  is  convenient  to  me  that  you  fliould 
remain  in  that  flate  of  flupidity,    which  will 
prevent  you  from  difcerning  my  caprices,  my 
"  vanity,   my  extravagant  diflipations,  my  often - 
"  tation,   the  depredations  of  my  courtiers  and 
*'  of   my    favourites,    my    ruinous  amufements, 
"  and  my   flill  more  ruinous  pafl'ions,  from  the 
"  public  good,  which  never  was,  is  not,  nor  ever 
"  will  be,  as  far  as  depends  upon  me  and  my  fuc- 
*'  ceflbrs,  outuUj'  thing  more  than  a  decent  pre-  ^^^^^^ 

**  tence.  Every  thing  I  do  is  well  done,  you 
*'  may  either  believe  or  not,  as  you  choofe,  but 
"  you  muft  be  filent.  I  will  prove  to  you,  by 
"  all  the  moft  extravagant  and  atrocious  mea- 
*'  fures,  that  I  reign  for  myfelf  alone,  and  neither 
*'  by  you,  nor  for  you.  And  if  any  one  of  you 
*'  fhould  be  rafh  enough  to  contradid  me,  let 
him  perifh  in  the  obl'curity  of  a  dungeon,  or 
"  let  him  be  ftrangled,  that  he  may  for  ever  be 
*■'■  deprived  of  the  powers  of  committing  a  fimi- 
*■'  lar  adl  of  indifcretion  ;  for  fuch  is  my  will  and 
*'  plcafure."  In  confequence  of  fuch  declarati- 
ons, a  man  of  genius  muft  be  either  filent  or  be  put 
to  death  •  and  a  nation  muft  be  kept  in  a  ftate  of 
barbarifm,  with  rcfpect  to  their  religion,  their  laws, 
their  morals,  and  their  government,  and  in  the  ig- 
norance of  the  moft  important  things  relative  tO' 
M  m  2  their 
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K  their  real  interefls,  to  their  power,  to  their  trade, 
to  their  fplendour,  and  to  their  felicity ;  while  all 
the  nations  around  are  improving  themfelves  by  the 
daring  efforts,  and  the  concurrence  of  numbers  of 
enlightened  men,  whofc  views  are  directed  to 
thofe  obje(fls  alone  that  are  really  worthy  of  their 
attention.  The  reafoning  of  an  adminiflration, 
which  prohibits  information,  is  defective  in  every 
particular ;  the  progrefs  of  improvement  is  not  to 
be  ftopt,  nor  even  to  be  checked,  without  manifeft 
difadvantage.  Prohibition  hath  no  other  effedt 
than  to  irritate  men,  and  to  infpire  them  with  an 
idea  of  rebellion,  and  to  give  to  all  their  writings 
a  libellous  tendency.  It  is  doing  too  much  ho- 
nour to  innocent  fubjeds,  to  be  alarmed  at  a 
few  pag's  of  writing,  when  two  hundred  thoufand 
aflalfms  are  ready  to  execute  the  orders  of  go- 
vernment. 

England  teems  daily  with  numberlefs  produc- 
tions of  the  prefs,  in  which  all  the  concerns  of  the 
nation  are  treated  with  freedom.  Among  ihefe 
writings  fome  are  judicious,  written  by  men  of 
underftanding,  or  citizens  well  informed  and  zea- 
lous for  the  public  good.  Their  advice  contri- 
butes to  difcover  to  the  public  their  true  interefls, 
and  to  aflift  the  operations  of  government.  Few 
ufeful  regulations  of  internal  ceconomy  are  adopt- 
ed in  the  ftate,  that  have  not  firft  been  pointed 
out,  modelled,  or  improved  in  fome  of  thefe  writ- 
ings. Unhappy  are  the  people  who  are  deprived 
of  fuch  an  advantage. 

*  But   it   may    be  faid,   that  among  the   few 

*  fenfible  men   who  ferve  to  enlighten  their  coun- 

*  try,  numbers  are  to  be  met  with,  who  either  from 

*  a  difgufl:  to  thofe  in  power,  or  from  a  defire  of 

*  falling  in  with  the  tafte  of  the  people,  or  from 

*  fome.  perfonal   motives,  delight   in  fomenting  a 

*  fpirit  of  diflcnfion  and  difcontent.     The  means 

'  gene- 
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*  generally  made  ufe  of  for  this  purpofe,  are  toB  o  O  IC 

*  heighten  the  pretenfions  of  their  country  beyond  .^.^l... 
'  their  jufl:  and  legal  bounds,  and  to  make  the  peo- 

'  pie  confider  the  fmalleft  precautions  taken  by 
'  other  powers  for  the   prefervation  of  their  pof- 

*  feflions,  as  vifible  incroachments.     Thefe  exag- 

*  gerations,   equally    partial   and   falfe,    eftablifh 

*  prejudices,  the  effedts  of  which  occafion  the  na- 
'  tion  to  be  conftantly  at  war  with  it's  neighbours. 
'  If  government,  from  a  defire  of  preferving  the 

*  balance    of   juflice    between    itfelf  and   other 
!  '  powers,  fliould  refufe  to   yield  to  popular  prc- 

*  judices,  it  finds  itfelf,  at  length,  compelled  to 

'  if.' 

The  liberty  of  the  prefs  is  undoubtedly  attend- 
ed with  thefc  inconveniences ;  but  they  are  Co 
trifling,  and  To   tranfient,    when    compared  with 

I  the  advantages  refulting  from  it,  that  they  do 
not  deferve  our  notice.  The  quefliion  is  reduced 
to  this  :  Is  it  better  that  a  people  Jhonld  be  in  a  perpe- 
tual Jiate  of  ftupidity^  than  that  they  Jhoiild  be  fome- 
times  turbulent?     Sovereigns,   if  ye   mean  to  be 

'}  wicked,  fuffer  your  people  to  write  ;  you  will  find 
men  corrupt   enough   to  ferve  you  according  to 

■'  your  evil  defires;  and  who  will  improve  you  in 
the  art  of  a  Tiberius.  If  ye  mean  to  be  good, 
permit  them  alfo  to  write  ;  you  will  find  fome  ho- 
ned men  who  will  improve  you  in  the  art  of  a 
Trajan.  How  many  things  are  ye  ftill  igno- 
rant of,  before  ye  can  become  great,  cither  in  good 
or  in  evil. 

The  mob  of  London,  the  mod  contemptible 
of  any  in  the  univerfe,  as  the  people  of  England 
confidered  in  a  political  view,  are  the  firfl  people 
in  the  world  ^  abetted  by  twenty  thoufand  young 
men,  the  fons  of  diftinguilhed  merchants,  bcfei 
the  parliament  houfe  with  clamours  and  threats, 
gnd  influence  it's  dehberations.     Such  tumults  are 

frecjuently 
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BOO  Kfrequently  excited  by  a  party  in  the  parliament 
.itfelf.  Thefc  defpicable  men,  once  roufed,  revile 
the  moft  refpetftable  citizen,  who  hath  incurred 
their  difpleafure,  ar.d  been  rendered  fufpicious  to 
them  :  they  fct  fire  to  his  houfe,  and  fcandaloufly 
infult  the  moft  facred  charaders.  The  tumult  can 
never  be  appealed,  unlefs  they  force  the  miniftry 
to  yield  to  their  fury.  This  indiretft,  though  con- 
tinual influence  of  commerce  upon  the  public 
meafurcs,  was,  perhaps,  never  Co  fenfibly  felt  as 
at  the  period  we  are  fpeaking  of. 

England  began  the  war  with  much  fuperior 
advantages.  She  had  a  great  number  of  failors 
on  foot.  Her  magazines  were  filled  with  warlike 
ftores,  and  her  dock-yards  were  in  the  moft  flou- 
rifhing  condition.  Her  fleets  were  all  manned 
and  ready  for  fervicc,  and  commanded  by  experi- 
enced officers,  who  waited  only  for  orders  to  fet 
fail,  and  to  fpread  the  terror  and  glory  of  her  flag 
to  the  extremities  of  the  world.  Walpole,  by  ne- 
gleding  fuch  great  advantages,  muft  not  be  cen- 
fured  as  having  betrayed  his  country.  In  this 
particular  he  is  above  fufpicion,  fince  he  was  ne- 
ver even  accufed  of  corruption,  in  a  country  where 
fuch  charges  have  been  often  made  without  being 
believed.  His  condudt,  however,  was  not  entirely 
irreproachable.  The  apprehenfion  he  was  under 
of  involving  himfelf  in  difficulties  that  might  en- 
danger his  adminiftration  ;  the  neceffity  he  found 
of  applying  thofe  treafures  in  military  operations, 
that  he  had  amaffed  to  bribe  and  fecure  to  himfelf 
a  party,  joined  to  that  of  impofing  new  taxes, 
which  muft  necefliirily  raife  to  the  highcft  degree 
the  averfion  that  had  been  entertained  both  for  his 
perfon  and  principles  :  all  thefe,  and  fome  other 
circumftances,  occafioned  an  irrefolution  in  his 
conduct  that  was  attended  with  the  moft  fatal 
confequences.  He  loft  time,  which  is  of  the  utmoft 
I  impor- 
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importance   in  every  expedition,  but  particularly  BOOK 
decifive  in  all  naval  operations.  ^ 

The  fleet  that  Vernon  commanded,  after  hav- 
ing deflroyed  Porto-Bello,  was  unfuccefsful  at 
Carthagena,  rather  from  the  badnefs  of  the  cli- 
mate, and  the  mifanderftanding  and  inexperience 
of  the  cfiicers,  than  from  the  valour  of  the  gar- 
rifon.  Anfon's  fleet  was  loft  at  the  doubling  of 
Cape  Horn,  which  fome  m.onths  fooner  might 
have  been  performed  without  danger.  If  we  were 
to  judge  of  what  he  might  have  done  with  his 
whole  fquadron,  from  what  he  a(5tualiy  performed 
•with  a  fingle  fhip,  it  is  not  improbable  but  that 
he  would  at  leaft  have  fliaken  the  empire  of  the 
•Spaniards  in  the  South  Sea.  A  fettlement  that 
was  attempted  in  the  ifland  of  Cuba  was  not 
profperous.  Thofe  who  intended  building  a  city 
there,  all  died.  General  Oglethorpe,  after  hav- 
ing opened  the  trenches  for  thirty-eight  days,  was 
forced  to  raife  the  fiege  of  fort  St.  Aufl:in  in  Flo- 
rida, vigoroufly  defended  by  Manuel  Montiano, 
who  had  been  allowed  time  enough  to  prepare 
himfelf  agairjft  the  attack. 

Though  the  firfl:  efforts  of  the  Englifli  againft 
Spanifh  America  were  not  fuccefsful,  yet  the 
alarm  was  not  appeafed.  The  navy,  the  cha- 
racter, and  government  of  the  Englifli,  were  three 
great  refources  they  had  flill  left,  fufficient  to  make 
the  Spaniards  tremble.  In  vain  did  France  unite 
her  naval  powers,  to  ad  in  conjundion  with  thofe 
of  Spain.  This  confederacy  neither  checked  the 
intrepidity  of  the  common  enemy,  nor  animated 
the  minds  of  fuch  as  were  overwhelmed  with  fear. 
Fortunately  for  both  nations,  as  well  as  for  Ame- 
rica, the  death  of  the  emperor  Charles  the  Vlth 
had  kindled  in  Europe  an  obfl:inate  war,  in  which 
the  Britifli  troops  were  detained,  to  fupport  au  in- 
tereft  that  was  extremely  doubtful.     The  hoftili- 

iies 
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BOOKties,  commenced  in  diftant  countries  with  fuch 
great  preparations,  terminated  at  lad  infenfibly  in 
a  few  piracies,  that  were  committed  on  both  fides. 
The  moft  remarkable  events  that  happened  at  that 
time,  was  the  taking  of  Cape-Breton,  which  cx- 
pofed  the  fifhery,  commerce,  and  colonics  of 
France,  to  the  created  dangers.  This  vakiablc 
pofleffion  was  reftored  to  the  French  at  the  peace  ^ 
but  the  treaty  that  gave  it  up,  was  not  Icfs  the  ob- 
jedtof  cenfure. 

The  French  ever  influenced  by  a  fpirit  of  chi- 
valry, thdt  hath  fo  long  been  the  dazzling  folly  of 
all  Europe,  imagine  the  facrifice  of  their  lives  fuf- 
ficiently  compenfated,  if  it  hath  contributed  to  ex- 
tend the  frontiers  of  their  country  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
when  they  have  compelled  their  prince  to  the  ne- 
cefTity  of  governing  them  with  lefs  attention  and 
equity  than  he  did  before ;  but  if  their  territory 
remains  the  fame  as  it  was  before  the  war,  they 
then  think  their  honour  is  loft.  This  rage  for 
conqueft,  excufable  indeed  in  a  barbarous  age, 
but  which  more  enlightened  ones  fliould  never  be 
reproached  with,  threw  difgrace  on  the  peace  of 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  which  reftored  to  Auftria  all  the 
places  that  h;:d  been  taken  from  her.  The  na- 
tion, too  trifling  and  capricious  to  attend  to  po- 
litical difcuflions,  could  not  be  convinced,  that  by 
forming  any  kind  of  eftablifhment  for  the  In- 
fant Don  Philip,  an  alliance  with  Spain  was  effec- 
tually fecured  ;  that  (lie  herfelf  was  thereby  en- 
gaged to  adjuft,  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  fome 
interefts  of  the  grcatcft  importance  ;  that  by  be- 
coming guarantees  to  the  king  of  PrufTia  for  Sile- 
fia,  two  rival  powers  would,  in  confequence  of  fuch 
an  arrangement,  be  formed  in  Germany  ;  to  pro- 
duce which  happy  efftd  had  been  the  labour  and 
care  of  two  centuries:  that  by  rtftoring  Friburg, 
and  thofc  towns  in   Flanders  that  had  been  de- 

ftroyed, 
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ftroyed,    they  would  be  eafily   retaken,   if   war  B  O  o  KL 
fhould  agfiin  be  declared  and  carried  on  with  vi-       ^• 
gour  :   befides,  that  the   number  of    land  forces'     "^'"^ 
might  always  be  very  eafily  diminifhed  of  fifty- 
thoufand  men,  and  the  faving   which  fuch  a   re- 
dudion  would  produce,  might  and  ought  to  have 
been  employed  in  increafiiig  the  navy. 

If,  therefore,  the  French  nation  had  not  even 
been  obliged  to  attend  to  the  management  of  it's 
affairs  at  home,  which  were  then  in  a  very  alarm- 
ing ftate;  if  her  credit  and  commerce  had  not 
been  entirely  ruined;  if  fome  of  her  mofl:  confi- 
derable  provinces  had  not  been  in  the  greateft  dif- 
trefs ;  if  fhe  had  not  loft  the  key  of  Canada  ;  if  her 
colonies  had  not  been  threatened  with  certain  and 
immediate  invafion  ;  if  her  navy  had  not  been  fo 
entirely  deftroyed,  as  fcarcely  to  have  a  fhip  left 
to  fend  into  the  New  World  ;  and  if  Spain  had  not 
been  upon  the  point  of  concluding  a  feparate  trea- 
ty with  England  :  independent  of  all  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  yet  the  peace,  that  was  then  made, 
would  have  deferved  the  approbation  of  the  moft 
fcnfible  and  judicious  men. 

The  eafe  with  which  Marfhal  Saxc  could  pene- 
trate into  the  internal  provinces  of  the  Nerher- 
lands,  was  an  ohy^d:  that  particularly  attracted 
the  French.  It  will  readily  be  allowed,  that  no- 
thing feemed  impoflible  to  the  victorious  arras  of 
Lewis  XV. ;  but  it  may  be  thought  paradoxical 
to  aflert,  that  the  Englifh  v/ere  extremely  dcfiroiis 
of  feeing  the  Dutch  fubdued.  If  the  republic, 
which  could  not  polTibly  Separate  iifclf  from  it's 
allies,  had  been  conquered,  it's  inhabitants, 
filled  as  they  were  with  ancient  as  well  as  prefent 
prejudices  againft  the  government,  laws,  man- 
ners and  religion  of  their  conqueror,  would  hardly 
have  fubmitted  to  his  dominion.  Would  they  not 
certainly  have  conveyed  their  people,  their  lluck, 

an4 


538  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOKand  their  induflry  to  Great  Britain?    And   can 
^-       there  be  the  leaft  doubt  whether  fuch  confidcrablc 
advantages  would  not  have  been   infinitely  more 
valuable   to    the  Englifh,    than  an  alliance  with 
the  Dutch  ? 

To  this  obfervation  let  us  venture  to  add  an- 
other, which  though  not  attended  to  before,  will, 
perhaps,  not  fecni  lefs  evident.  The  court  of 
Vienna  hath  been  thought  either  very  fortunate, 
or  very  fkilful,  in  having  been  able,  by  the 
means  of  negociations,  to  wreft  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  French  thofe  places  which  had  been  taken 
from  them  during  the  war.  But  would  they  not 
have  been  more  fortunate,  or  more  fkilful,  had 
they  fuftered  their  enemy  to  keep  part  of  the  con- 
quefts  they  had  obtained  ?  The  period  is  now 
paflTed,  when  the  houfe  of  Auftria  was  equal,  or 
perhaps  fuperior  in  ftrength  to  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon.  Policy,  therefore,  fhould  have  en- 
gaged her  to  intereft  other  powers  in  her  fortune, 
even  from  the  lolles  fhe  had  fuftained.  This  might 
have  been  cfFedted  by  facrificing  fomething,  ap- 
parently, at  leaft,  to  France.  Europe,  alarmed 
at  the  increafing  power  of  this  monarchy,  which 
is  naturally  an  objc(f>  of  hatred,  envy  and  fear, 
would  have  renewed  that  fpirit  of  animofity  that 
bad  been  fworn  again  ft  Lewis  XIV. ;  and  more 
formidable  leagues  would  neccflarily  have  been 
formed  in  confequence  of  fuch  fentiments.  This 
general  difpofition  of  the  people  was  more  likely 
to  have  recovered  the  greatnefs  of  the  new  houfe 
of  Auftria,  than  the  re-acquifition  of  a  diftant  and 
limited  territory,  always  open  to  an  attack. 

It  is  probable,  however,  that  the  French  ple- 
nipotentiary who  managed  the  negociation,  as 
well  as  the  miniftei  who  diredled  it,  would  have 
fcen  through  the  artifice.  We  do  not  even  fcru- 
ple  to  afiert,  that  neither  of  thefe  ftatefmcn  had 

any 
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any  view  of  extending  the  French  dominions.  BiuB  O  O  K 
would  they  have  found  the  fame  penetration  tOv_^;^^ 
unravel  political  defigns  in  the  council,  to  which 
they  were  refponfible  for  their  conduft  ?  This  is 
a  point  we  cannot  prefume  to  determine.  All  go- 
vernments are  generally  inclined  to  extend  their 
territories  ;  and  that  of  France  is,  from  it'sconfti- 
tution,  equally  fo. 

But  whatever  truth  there  may  be  in  thefc  re- 
flexions, it  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  expecftations 
of  the  two  French  miniflers,  who  fettled  the  peace, 
were  difappointed.  The  principal  objedt  they  had 
in  view  was  the  prefervation  of  the  colonies,  that 
had  been  threatened  by  the  enemy.  But  as  foon 
as  the  danger  was  over,  this  unbounded  fource  of 
opulence  was  neglected.  France  kept  on  root  a 
large  body  of  troops,  retained  in  her  pay  a  great 
part  of  Germany,  and  aded  in  the  fame  manner 
as  if  another  Charles  V.  had  threatened  her 
frontiers,  or  another  Philip  II,  could  have  thrown 
the  internal  parts  of  the  kingdom  into  con- 
fufion  by  his  intrigues.  She  v/as  not  fenfible  that 
her  fuperiority  upon  the  continent  was  acknow- 
ledged, that  no  fingle  power  could  venture  to  at- 
tack her  ;  and  that  the  event  of  the  lafl  war,  and 
the  arrangements  fettled  by  the  lad  peace,  had 
rendered  the  union  of  feveral  powers  againfl  her 
impoflible.  A  number  of  apprehenfions,  equally 
weak  ai:d  trifling,  difturbed  her  tranquillity.  Her 
prejudices  prevented  her  from  perceiving  that  fhe 
iiad  only  one  enemy  really  deferving  her  attention, 
and  that  this  enemy  could  only  be  reftrained  by  a 
confidcrable  fleet. 

The  Englifli,  more  inclined  to  envy  the  pro- 
fperiiy  of  others  than  to  enjoy  their  own,  are  not 
only  deflrous  of  becoming  rich,  but  of  being  cx- 
clufively  fo.  Their  ambition  is  gain,  as  that  of 
the  Romans  was  empire.     They  do  not  properly 

feck 
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BOOK  feck  to  extend  their  dominion,  but  their  colo- 
^'  nies.  Commerce  is  the  fole  objedl  of  all  the  wars 
they  are  engaged  in,  and  the  defire  of  engrofling 
it  a!l  to  themfclves,  hath  made  them  perform 
many  great  adtions,  and  commit  the  moft  flagrant 
aclsof  injuftice,  and  obliges  them  to  perfevere  in 
the  fame  condu<^.  Will  the  nations  never  be 
tired  of  that  fpecies  of  tyranny  which  fets  them  at 
defiance,  and  degrades  them  ?  Will  they  perpe- 
tually continue  in  that  (late  of  weaknefs,  which 
compels  them  to  fubmit  to  a  defpotifm  they 
would  be  very  defirous  of  annihilating  ?  If  they 
fhould  ever  form  an  alliance  among  themfelves, 
how  could  one  fmgle  power  be  able  to  refift 
them,  unlefs  deftiny  were  always  in  it's  favour, 
which  it  would  be  very  imprudent  to  depend 
upon  ?  Who  is  it  that  hath  infured  eternal  pro- 
fperity  to  the  Englilh  ?  and  if  it  could  be  infured 
to  them,  would  it  not  be  too  dearly  purchafed  by 
the  lofs  of  a  tranquillity  which  they  could  never 
enjoy  ?  and  would  they  not  be  too  fcverely  pu- 
nilhed  for  if,  by  the  alarms  of  a  fpirit  of  jealoufy, 
which  ever  obliges  them  to  keep  an  anxious  and 
watchful  eye  upon  the  llighteft  movements  of  the 
other  powers  ?  Is  it  very  glorious ;  is  it  very 
pleafing;  is  it  very  advantageous;  and  is  it  very 
fafc,  for  one  nation  to  reign  in  the  midfl  of 
others,  as  a  Sultan  in  the  midft  of  his  (laves  ? 
Will  a  dangerous  increafe  of  outward  enmity  be 
fufficiently  compenfatcd  by  the  baneful  increafe 
of  inward  opulence  ?  Englifhmen,  avidity  knows 
no  bounds ;  but  patience  harh  it's  end,  which  is 
almoft  always  fatal  to  thofe  who  urge  it  to  that 
extreme.  But  the  pafTion  for  trade  exerts  fuch 
influence  over  you,  that  even  your  philofophers 
are  governed  by  it.  The  celebrated  Mr.  Boyle 
ufcd  to  fay,  that  it  would  be  a  commendable 
adion  to  preach  Chriftianity  to  the  favages  j  be- 
caufe,  were  they  to  know  orily  fo  much  of  it  as 
a  would 
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would  convirxe  them  of  their  obHgation  to  wearB  o  o  K. 

clothes,  it  would  prove  of  great  fei  vice  to  the  En- , ^• 

glifh  manufactures.  ^    *^ 

A  SYSTEM  of  this  nature,   which   the  Englifh  Ari.erica 
have  fcarce  ever  loft  fight  of,   difcovered    itrelf^3^^'f^^"^'^ 
more  openly  in  1755,  than  it  had  ever  done  be  the  w.ir 
fore.    The  rapid  improvements  made  in  the  French '"  *'*^- 
colonies  furprifed  every  attentive  mind,  and  awak- 
ened the  jealoufy  of  the  Engiifh.     Afliamed,  how- 
ever,  to  let  it  appear  at  firft,  they  concealed  ic 
for  fome  time  under  myfterious  difguifes;  and  a 
people  who  have  pride  or  modefty  enough  to  term 
negociations  the  artillery  of  their  enemies^  did  not 
fcruple  to  employ  all  the   windings  and  artifices 
of  the  moft  infidious  policy. 

France,  alarmed  at  the  confufed  ftate  of  her 
finances,  intimidated  by  the  fmall  number  of  her 
fhips,  and  the  inexperience  of  her  admirals  ;  fe- 
duced  by  a  love  of  eafe,  pleafure  and  tranquillity, 
favoured  the  attempts  that  were  made  to  deceive 
her.  In  vain  did  fome  able  (latefmen  continually 
urge,  that  Great  Britain  was  and  ought  to  be  de- 
firous  of  a  war  -,  and  that  fhe  was  compelled  to  be- 
gin it,  before  the  naval  eftablifhment  of  her  rival 
had  attained  to  the  fame  degree  of  perfedion  as 
her  trading  navy.  Thefe  caufcs  of  apprehenfion 
feemed  ablurd  in  a  country  where  trade  had  been 
hitherto  carried  on  by  a  fpirir  of  imitation  only  i 
where  it  had  been  fhackled  by  every  fpecies  of 
reftraint,  and  always  facrificed  to  finance  ;  where 
it  had  never  met  with  any  real  encouragement, 
and  where  men  knew  not,  perhaps,  that  they 
were  in  pofTefiion  of  the  moft  valuable  and  richeft 
commerce  m  the  world.  A  nation,  that  was  in- 
debted to  nature  for  a  moft  excellent  foil  ;  to 
chance  for  her  colonies;  to  the  vivacity  and  pli- 
ancy of  her  difpofirion,  for  a  tafte  in  thofe  arts 
which  vary  and  increafe  the  enjoyments  of  life ;  to 

her 
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BOO  Khcr  conquefts  and  her  literary  merit,  and  even  to 
_^^;_^__,the  dilperfion  of  the  Protcftants  fhe  had  unfortu- 
nately loil,  for  the  defire  excited  in  otiier  coun- 
tries of  imitating  her  :  this  nation,  that  would 
be  too  happy,  were  ihe  permitted  to  enjoy  her 
happinefs,  would  not  perceive  that  flie  might  be 
depiived  of  fome  of  thele  advantages,  and  infen- 
fibly  fell  a  facrifice  to  thofe  arts  employed  to  lull 
her  into  fecurity.  When  the  Englifh  tlioughc 
there  was  no  further  occafion  to  diflemble,  they 
commenced  hoftiiities,  without  having  previoufly 
paid  any  attention  to  thofc  formalities  that  are  in 
ufe  among  civilized  people. 

Did  the  nation,  which  is  reckoned  fo  proud, 
fo  humane,  and  fo  prudent,  reflect  upon  what 
was  doing  ?  It  reduced  the  mod  facred  conven- 
tions of  nations  among  themfelves,  to  the  arti- 
fices of  a  perfidious  policy  ;  it  freed  them  from 
the  common  tie  that  conne6ts  them,  by  dif- 
carding  the  chimerical  idea  of  the  right  of  na- 
tions. Did  thefe  people  perceive,  that  they  were 
fixing  a  conftanc  (late  of  war ;  that  they  were 
making  peace  a  time  of  apprehenfion  only  j  that 
they  were  introducing  on  the  globe  nothing  but 
a  falfe  and  deceitful  fecurity ;  that  fovercigns 
were  becoming  lb  mat]y  wolves,  ready  to  devour 
eacli  other;  that  the  empire  of  difcord  was  be- 
coming unbounded ;  that  the  moft  cruel  and 
moft  juft  reprifals  were  authorized  j  and  that 
arms  were  no  longer  to  be  laid  afide  ?  At  that 
time  there  was  a  half  Themillioclcs  in  the  mi- 
niitry ;  but  there  was  not  one  Arididcs  in  all 
Great  Britain  ;  fince,  far  from  cxcbuning,  in 
imitation  of  the  Athenians,  wlio  wtre  not  them- 
felves the  moft  fcrupulous  men  among  the, 
Greeks  :  The  ibing  is  ufeful,  hut  //  /j  not  honefi ;  let. 
it  he  mentioned  no  more:  the  Eiiglilh,  on  the 
contrary,  congratulated  themfelves  upon  an  ig- 
nominious 
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nominious  a(fl,  againft  wiiich  the  voice  of  allBOOK. 
Europe  was  raifed  with  indignation.  Acts  of,_^_^;^^ 
hoftility,  without  a  declaration  of  war,  when 
there  is  even  no  treaty  of  peace  fubfifting,  is  the 
proceeding  of  barbarians.  HoftiHties,  againfl: 
the  faith  of  treaties,  but  preceded  by  a  declara- 
tion of  war,  by  what  pretence  foever  it  may  be 
palliated,  would  be  a  difgufting  adl  of  injuf- 
lice,  if  the  habit  of  it  had  not  been  frequent,  • 
and  if  the  fhame  of  it  did  not  light  upon  almoft 
all  the  powers.  Hoftilities,  without  a  declaration, 
of  war,  againft  a  neighbouring  people,  who  are 
quietly  repofing  themfelves  upon  the  faith  of 
treaties,  upon  the  right  of  nations,  upon  a  reci- 
procal intercourfe  of  good-will,  upon  civilized 
manners,  upon  the  fame  God,  upon  the  fame 
worfhip,  upon  the  reciprocal  refidence  and  pro- 
tection granted  to  the  citizens  of  both  nations  in 
their  refpedtive  countries  :  fuch  hoftilities  are  a 
crime,  which,  in  every  fociety,  would  be  treated 
as  murder  on  the  highway  ;  and  if  there  were  any 
cxprefs  code  againft  it,  as  there  is  a  tacit  one, 
formed  and  fubfcribed  to  between  all  nations, 
we  fhould  then  read  the  following  fentence : 
Let  us  all  unite  against  the  traitor,  and 
let  him  be  exterminated  from  the  face  op 
THE  EARTH.  The  nation  that  commits  fuch  a 
crime,  purfues  it's  intereft  with  unbounded  and 
Ihamelefs  jealoufy  ;  it  fhews  that  it  is  deftitutc 
of  equity  and  honour  ;  that  it  defpifes  equally 
the  judgment  of  the  prefent  time,  and  the  cen- 
fure  of  pofterity  ;  and  that  it  hath  more  regard 
for  it's  exiftence  among  nations,  than  for  the 
colours  it  v/ill  be  painted  in,  in  their  hiftory.  Jf 
it  be  the  ftrongeft,  it  is  a  mean  tyrant;  it  is  a 
lion,  which  debafes  itfelf  to  aft  the  abjedt  pare 
of  a  fox.  If  it  be  the  weakcft,  and  be  appre- 
henfive  for  itfelf,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  lefs  odious, 
but  it  is  equally  bafe.    How  much  more  noble, 

and 


544  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOO  Kand  how  much  more  advantageous,  was  the  cuf- 
^-  rom  of  the  Roman  people  !  Let  us  open,  as  they 
did,  the  gates  of  our  temples ;  let  an  ambaflador 
be  fent  to  the  enemy's  frontiers,  and  there  let  him 
declare  war,  by  fliaking  the  fkirts  of  his  gar- 
ments, at  the  found  of  the  trumpet  of  the  herald 
that  attends  him.  Jet  us  not  mafTacrc  an  enemy 
that  lleeps.  If  we  dip  our  hand  into  the  blood 
of  him  who  thinks  himfelf  our  friend,  the  flain 
of  it  will  never  be  wiped  off.  It  will  always  call 
to  mind  the  Macbeth  of  the  poet. 

Though  a  declaration  of  war  were  only  a  mere 
ceremony  between  nations,  which  feem  to  be  bound 
by  no  ties  as  foon  as  they  intend  to  maiTacre  one 
another^  yet  it  is  very  evident,  that  the  Britifh 
mir.iftry  were  more  than  doubtful  of  the  injufticc 
of  their  cor.dud.  The  timidity  of  their  meafures, 
the  perplexity  of  their  operations,  the  prevari- 
cating modes  of  juftificatioa  they  adopted,  and 
the  ip.fluence  they  in  vain  exerted  to  make  par- 
liament approve  fo  fcandalous  a  violation  ;  thefe, 
with  feveral  other  circumftances,  plainly  difco- 
vered  the  guilt  of  their  proceeding.  If  thofe 
weak  miuilleis  of  fo  great  a  power  had  been  as 
bold  in  committing  crimes,  as  they  appeared 
regardlefs  of  the  laws  of  virtue,  they  would  have 
formed  a  projed  of  the  moil  extenlive  nature. 
When  they  u'juflly  gave  orders  to  attack  all  the 
French  fhips  upon  the  northern  coaft  of  America, 
they  would  hayc  extended  thefe  orders  to  every 
fea.  The  ruin  of  the  only  power  that  was  ca- 
pable of  making  any  refinance,  would  have  been 
the  neceflary  confequence  of  fuch  a  ftrong  con- 
federacy. It's  fall  would  have  intimidated  all 
other  nations,  and  wherever  the  Englilh  flag  had 
appeared,  it  would  have  commanded  obedience 
in  every  quarter  of  the  world.  A  fucccfs  fo  re- 
markable   and    decifive    would   h^ve  made   the 

multi:- 
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multitude  overlook  the  violatbii  of  public  right,  B  O  o  K 
would  havejuftified  it  to  the  political  world,  and      ^• 
the  remonftrancesof  the  wife  would  have  been  loft 
in  the  clamours  of  the  ignorant  and  ambitious. 

A  TIMID  bat  equally  unjuftifiable  condu(fl,T'^^.^- 
was  attended  with  very  contrary  efFedls,  Thefhewafis 
council  of  George  II.  was  hated,  as  well  as  de-  unfavour- 
Ipifed,  over  all  F.urope  ^  and  the  events  cor- ^^^ Yii^'** 
refponded  to  ihefe  fentiments.  France,  though 
unexpededly  attacked,  was  vicftorious  in  Canada, 
gained  confiderable  advantages  by  fea,  took  Mi- 
norca, and  tlueatened  London  itfelf.  Her  rival 
was  then  fenfible  of  the  truth  of  what  men  of  un- 
derltanding  had  long  fince  obfcrved  in  England, 
tiiat  the  French  united  the  greateft  contrarieties 
in  their  charader;  that  they  blended  virtues  and 
vices,  marks  of  weaknefs  and  flrength  that  had 
always  been  thought  inconfiftent  with  each  other ; 
that  they  were  brave,  though  effeminate  ;  equally 
addided  to  pleafure  and  glory  ;  ferious  in  trifles, 
and  trifling  in  matters  of  importance  ;  ever  dif- 
pofed  to  war,  and  ready  to  attack  :  in  a  word, 
mere  children,  fuffering  themfelves,  as  the  Athe- 
nians of  old,  to  be  difquieted  and  moved  to  anger 
for  real  or  imaginary  interefl:s ;  fond  of  enter- 
prife  and  adion,  ready  to  follow  any  guide,  and 
comforted  in  the  greatefl  misfortunes  with  the 
moft  trifling  fuccefs.  The  Er.glifh,  who,  ac- 
cording to  a  vulgar,  though  flirong  expreflion  of 
Swift's,  are  always  in  the  cellar  or  in  the  garret, 
and  know  no  medium,  began  then  10  be  too 
much  afraid  of  a  nation  that  they  had  ui;jufl:ly 
defpifcd.  A  fpirit  of  defpondcncy  Succeeded  to 
that  of  prefumption. 

'  The  nation,  corrupted  by  the  too  great  con- 
fidence it  had  placed  in  it's  opulerxei  humbled 
by  the  introduction  of  foreign  troops,  and  by  the 
moral  charader  and  inabiiicy   of  it's  g 
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BOO  K  weakened  too  by  the  collifion  of  fadlions,  which 
keep  up  an  exertion  of  ftrcngth  among  a  free 
people  in  times  of  peace,  but  which  deftroy  their 
power  in  times  of  war :  the  nation,  difgraced, 
aftonilhcd,  and  uncertain  what  meafures  to  pur- 
{[je  ;  equally  fenfible  of  the  diflrefles  it  had  al- 
ready been  expoled  to,  as  of  thofe  it  forefaw, 
was  incapable  of  exerting  itfelf  to  avenge  the  one, 
or  prevent  the  other.  All  zeal  for  the  common 
caufe  was  confined  to  the  granting  of  immenfe  fup- 
plies.  That  the  coward  is  fooner  difpofed  to  part 
with  his  money  than  the  brave  man,  in  order  to 
ward  off  danger;  and  that  the  prefent  critical 
fituation  of  affairs  required  them  not  to  confider 
who  (hould  pay,  but  who  fhould  ftand  forward  to 
fight ;  thefe  were  truths,  which,  at  that  time, 
feemed  to  have  been  forgotten. 

The  French,  on  their  part,  were  dazzled  with 
fome  inftances  of  fuccefs  that  were  of  no  confe- 
quence,  Prefuming,  that  the  furprife  their  ene- 
mies had  been  thrown  into,  was  a  proof  of  their 
weaknefsjthey  involved  themfelves  further  than  was 
confiftent  with  their  interefl,  in  the  difturbances 
which  then  began  to  divide  the  German  powers. 

A  SYSTEM,  which,  if  unfuccefsful,  mufl:  have 
been  attended  with  the  greatefi:  difgrace,  and  if 
fortunate,  mull:  have  been  deflruClive  in  the  end, 
ferved  to  confound  them.  Their  levity  made 
them  forget,  that  a  few  months  before  they  had 
applauded  the  wife  and  enlightened  flatefman, 
who,  being  defirous  to  avoid  a  land  war,  whie 
fome  minilters  were  willing  to  enter  into,  froi.; 
their  dcfpairir.g  of  fuccefs  at  fea,  had,  with  the  vi- 
vacity and  conlidence  peculiar  to  genius,  addrefll-d 
himfclf  to  them  in  the  following  words  :  Gentlemen^ 
iS\d  he,  let  us  all,  ivho  arc  here  prefent  in  council^ 
go  out,  with  torches  in  our  hands,  and  Jet  fire  to  all 
'j'irjbips,  if  they  are  ufelefs  to  our  dejence,  and  cnr 
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only  conducive  to  make  our  enemies  infult  us.  This  BOOK 
political  infatuation  threw  them  into  the  greateft  ■'^• 
difficulties.  Errors  of  the  cabinet  were  followed 
by  military  faults.  The  management  of  the  army 
was  fubjeCled  to  the  intrigues  of  the  court.  A 
feries  of  bad  fuccefs  was  the  confequence  of  a  per- 
petual change  of  commanders.  This  light  and 
fuperficial  nation  did  not  perceive,  that  even  fup- 
pofing,  what  indeed  was  impolfible,  that  all  thofe 
who  were  fuccellively  intrufted  with  the  direclion 
of  the  military  operations,  had  really  been  men  of 
abilities,  yet  they  could  not  contend  with  advan- 
tage againft  a  man  of  genius,  afiifted  by  one  of 
diftinguifhed  capacity.  Misfortunes  made  no  al- 
teration in  the  plan  that  had  been  formed,  and  the 
changes  of  generals  were  endlefs. 

While  the  French  were  thus  deceived,  the 
Englifh,  from  a  fpirit  of  dcjedion,  were  inflamed 
with  the  utmoft  refentment :  they  changed  a  mi- 
nifter  who  had  juftly  excited  general  difiatisfadion, 
and  placed  at  the  head  of  affairs  a  man  who  was 
equally  an  enemy  to  timid  meafures,  to  the  royal 
prerogative,  and  to  France.  Although  this  choice 
was  the  confequence  of  that  fpirit  of  party  which 
caufcs  the  greateft  revolutions  in  England,  yet  it 
was  fuch  as  the  circumftances  of  the  times  requir- 
ed. William  Pitt,  had  a  foul  formed  for  great 
defigns  i  was  diftinguillied  by  a  fp^cits  of  elo- 
quence that  never  failed  to  captivate  his  hearers, 
and  by  a  character  equally  firm  and  enterprifi.ig. 
He  was  ambitious  to  make  his  country  rife  fupe- 
rior  to  all  others,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  raife  his 
own  fame.  His  enthufiafm  fired  a  nation,  which 
will  always  be  infpired  by  a  love  of  liberty.  The 
admiral  who  had  fuffered  Minorca  to  be  taken, 
was  arrefied,  thrown  into  prifon,  accufed,  tried, 
and  fenienced  to  death.  Neither  his  rank,  abilities, 
family,  nor  friends,  could  pruted  him  from  the 
N  a  2  rigour 
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BOO  K rigour  of  the  law.  His  own  fhip  was  fixed  upon 
■  ^as  the  fpot  where  the  fentence  pafled  upon  him  was 
to  be  put  in  execution.  All  Europe,  at  the  news 
of  this  melancholy  event,  wasftruck  with  aftonifh- 
ment,  blended  with  admiration  and  horror.  It 
recalled  the  memory  of  the  ancient  republics. 
The  death  of  Byng,  whether  guilty  or  not,  pro- 
claimed in  the  mod  alarming  manner  to  thofe  who 
were  employed  by  the  nation,  what  fate  they  muft 
exped,  if  they  betrayed  the  confidence  repofed 
in  them.  Every  man  faid  to  himfelf,  in  the  inftant 
of  battle  :  It  is  on  this  field  I  mufl  die,  rather  than 
with  infamy  on  a  fcaffold.  Thus  the  blood  of 
one  man,  accufed  of  cowardice,  was  produflive  of 
a  fpirit  of  heroifm. 

This  fyftem  of  holding  out  an  example  of  ter- 
ror to  fubdue  the  impreflions  of  fear,  was  further 
ftrengthened  by  an  emulation,  that  feemed  to 
promife  the  revival  of  public  fpirit.  Dilfipation, 
pleafure,  indolence,  and  often  vice  and  a  cor- 
ruption of  manners,  occafion  warm  and  frequent 
connexions  in  mofl  kingdoms  of  Europe.  The 
Englifh  have  lefs  intercourfe  and  connexion 
with  each  other;  they  have,  perhaps,  lefs  tafte 
for  fecial  life  than  other  nations;  but  the  idea  of 
any  project  that  may  be  ferviceable  to  the  ftate, 
immediately  unites  them,  and  they  feem,  as  it 
were,  animated  by.  one  foul.  All  ranks,  parties, 
and  fe6ls,  contribute  to  infnre  it's  fuccefs,  and  with 
fuch  liberality  as  cannot  be  paralleled  in  thofe 
places  where  the  notion  of  a  particular  native 
country  does  not  prevail. 

And,  in  fact,  why  fhould  we  be  concerned  for 
the  glory  of  a  nation,  when  we  can  expedt  no 
other  return  for  the  lacrifices  we  make,  than  an 
increafe  of  mifery  ;  when  victories  and  defeats  arc 
equally  fatal;  vidtories,  by  giving  rife  to  taxes  to 
pave  the  way  for  them  ;  and  defeats,  by  occafioning 
2  taxes 
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taxes  to   repair  them  ?    If  there  were  not  feme  BOOK 

little  remains  of  honour  fubfilting  in  us,  in  fpite, y- 

of  all  the  efforts  that  are  made  ufe  of  to  flifle  it, 
and  which  proves,  that  under  vexations  of  every 
kind,  the  people  ftill  retain  fome  feeling  for  the 
difgraceof  the  nation,  they  would  be  equally  af- 
feded  with  it's  profperity  or  it's  misfortunes. 
Will  they  experience  better  treatment,  whether 
the  fovereign  be  victorious  or  conquered ;  whe- 
ther he  acquire  or  lofe  a  province ;  whether 
trade  fhould  fall  or  profper  ?  The  zeal  of  the 
Englifh  is  more  remarkably  diftinguifhed,  when 
the  nation  hath  placed  an  implicit  confidence  in 
the  minifter  who  hath  the  diredion  of  public  mea- 
fures.  As  foon  as  Mr.  Pitt  was  made  prime  mi- 
nitler,  a  marine  fociety  was  eflablifhcd,  which, 
perceiving  that  there  appeared  a  remiffnefs  in  ge- 
neral to  enter  into  the  fea  fervice,  and  difap- 
proving  the  cuftom  of  prefling  men  into  it,  in- 
vited the  children  of  the  pooreft  clafs  in  the  three 
kingdoms  to  become  fhip  boys,  and  their  fa- 
thers failors.  They  undertook  to  pay  the  ex- 
pences  of  their  voyage ;  to  take  care  of  them  in 
ficknefs ;  to  feed,  clothe,  and  furnilh  them  with 
every  thing  necellary  to  preferve  their  health  dur- 
ing the  time  they  were  to  be  at  fea.  The  king, 
moved  by  this  inflance  of  patriotifm,  gave  them 
22,500  livres*i  the  prince  of  Wales  9,000  livresf, 
and  the  princefs  of  Wales  4,500  {.  The  actors  of 
the  different  theatres,  whofe  abilities  have  not 
been  treated  with  contempt  by  this  enlightened 
nation,  acted  their  befl  plays  for  the  increafe  of 
fo  refpedtable  an  eftablilliment.  The  theatres 
were  never  fo  much  crowded  as  on  this  occafion. 
A  hundred  of  thefe  (hip  boys,  and  a  hundred  of 
the  failors,  clothed  from  a  zeal  that  may  truly  be 
holden  facred,  appeared  upon  the  ftagc ;  a  decora- 
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BOOK  tion  this  furely,  not  inferior  to  that  arifing  from 
y_^J^l,__,  the  mnltinide  of  lights,  the  elegance  of  drefs,  and 

the  brilliancy  of  jewels, 
nt*^"^'      This  public  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  interefts 
roufeT     ^^  ^^'^^  nation,  animated  the  minds  of  all  the  Eng- 
fromiheir  li(h,  and  the  efFeds  of  it  were  difplayed  in  the 
a'dfePe'  ^^^^^^^^^  o^  ^h^""  condudt.      They  ravaged  the 
the  French  coaOs  of  their  enemies;  beat  them  every  where  by 
and  Spaji-  fea .  intercepted  their  navigation,  and  gave  a  check 
Accountof^^  all  their  forces  in  Weftphalia.    They  drove  them 
the  author  out  of  North-Amciica,  Africa,  and  the  Eaft  Indies, 
fucceffw    ^^^^  ^^-  -^'^^  became  minifter,  all  the  expeditions 
of  the  nation,  made  in  diflant  countries,  had  been 
unfuccefsful,  and  mufl   neceflarily  have  been  fo, 
becaufe  they  had  been  ill-concerted.     He,  on  the 
contrary  planned  fuch  prudent  and  ufeful  defigns; 
his  preparations  were  conducted    with   fo  much 
forefight  and  difpatch ;  his  means   were  fo   well 
adapted  to  the  ends  he  wanted  to  obtain  ;  he  made 
fuch  a  prudent  choice  of  the  pcrfons  whom  he  in- 
trufted  with  his  defigns ;  he  eflablifhed  fuch  har- 
mony between  the  land  and  fea  forces,  and  raifed 
the  fpirits  of  the  Englifh  to  fuch  a  height,  that  his 
whole  adminiftration   was  a   feries  of  conquefts. 
His  mind,  ftill  fuperior  to  his  glory,  made  him  dc- 
fpife  the  idle  clamours  of  thofe,  who  cenfured  what 
they  called  his  profufions.     He  ufed  to  fay  with 
Philip,  father  of  Alexander  the  Great,  Tbat  victory 
•was  to  he  purchajed  by  money ^  and  that  money  miiji 
Kiot  he  /pared  at  the  expence  of  viHory. 

By  fuch  a  condudt,  and  fuch  principles,  Mr. 
Pitt  had  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  triumphed 
over  the  French.  He  purfued  them  to  their  moft 
valuable  iflands,  even  to  their  fugar  colonies. 
Thefe  pofTeffions,  (o  juftly  prized  for  their  riches, 
were  not,  however,  better  fecured.  The  fortifica- 
ti(jns  that  were  ereded  there,  were  conftrudted 
without  judgment,  and  were  falling  to  decay. 
2  Xhefe 
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Thefe  ruins  were  equally  deflitute  of  defenders,  BOOK 
of  arms,  and  of  ammunition.  Ever  fince  the  be- .  3: 
ginning  of  hoftilities,  all  intercourfe  between 
thefe  great  fettlements  and  the  mother-country, 
had  been  at  an  end.  They  could  neither  receive 
fubfiftence  from  it,  nor  enrich  it  with  their  pro- 
ductions. The  buildings  neceflary  for  the  car- 
rying on  of  agriculture,  were  a  heap  of  ruins. 
The  mafters  and  the  flaves,  equally  deftiture  of 
the  necefTaries  of  life,  were  obliged  to  feed  upon 
the  cattle  deftined  for  the  labours  of  hulbandry. 
If  any  rapacious  navigators  ever  reached  them,  it 
was  through  fo  many  dangers,  that  the  colonifts 
were  obliged  to  pay  for  what  they  bought  of  thefe 
traders  at  a  very  advanced  price,  and  to  give 
them  in  exchange  whatever  they  confented  to  take 
from  them  at  the  lowed.  Though  the  colonifts  did 
not  call  in  the  aid  of  any  foreign  power  to  their  af- 
fiftance,  yet  it  was  not  to  be  expeded,  that  their 
attachment  to  their  mother-country  would  induce 
them  to  make  a  vigorous  defence  againft  an  enemy 
that  might  put  an  end  to  their  diftreffes. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  ten  fhips  of  the  line, 
fome  bomb-ketches  and  frigates,  with  five  thou- 
fand  land-forces,  failed  from  England,  and  arrived 
at  Guadalupe.  They  appeared  before  the  town 
on  the  22d  of  January  1759,  and  the  next  day 
bombarded  the  town  of  Bafle-Terre.  If  the  be- 
fiegers  had  known  how  to  take  advantage  of  the 
terror  they  had  fpread,  the  ifland  would  have 
made  a  very  (hort  refiftance  :  but  the  flownefs,  ti- 
midity, and  irrefolution  of  their  operations  afford- 
ed  the  garrifon  and  the  inhabitants  leifure  to  fortify 
themfelves  in  a  pafs  that  was  only  at  the  diftance 
of  two  leagues  from  the  place.  From  this  fpot 
they  flopped  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
equally  diftreffed  from  the  heat  of  the  climate  and 
the  want  of  proviftons.     The  EngliOi,  defpairing 

of 
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B  O  O  Kof  making  themfelves  mafters  of  the  colony  on 
^-  this  fide,  proceeded  to  attack  it  in  another  quar- 
ter, known  by  the  name  of  Grande-Terre.  It 
was  defended  by  a  fort  called  Fort  Lewis,  which 
made  ftill  lefs  refiftance  than  that  of  Bafle  Terre, 
that  had  fiirrendered  in  four  and  twenty  hours. 
The  conquerors  were  again  guilty  of  the  error 
they  had  before  fallen  into,  and  Uiffered  the  fame 
inconveniences  from  it.  The  event  of  the  expe- 
dition began  to  be  doubtful,  when  Harrington,  who 
fucceeded  to  the  command  at  the  death  of  Hop- 
fon,  changed  the  plan  of  operations.  He  gave 
up  the  idea  of  penetrating  into  the  country,  and 
re-embarked  his  foldiers,  who  fucccflively  attacked 
the  houfes  and  villages  upon  the  coafts.  The  ra- 
vages they  committed,  obliged  the  colonifts  to 
fubmit.  The  whole  ifland,  after  three  months 
defence,  furrendered  on  the  21ft  day  of  April, 
upon  very  honourable  terms  of  capitulation. 

The  troops  that  had  obtained  this  vidory  did 
rot  engage  in  this  expedition,  til!  they  had  inef- 
fe(f\ually  threatened  Martinico.  Three  years  after. 
Great  Britain  revived  a  defign  that  had  been  too 
haftily  given  up ;  but  greater  preparations  and 
more  effe(^\ual  means  were  employed  to  carry  it 
into  execution.  On  the  16th  of  January  1762, 
eighteen  battalions,  under  the  command  of  ge- 
neral Monckion,  and  eighteen  fhips  of  the  line 
commanded  by  admiral  Rodney,  the  firft  fent  from 
North  America,  and  the  latter  from  Europe,  ap- 
peared before  the  capital  of  the  ifiand.  Tlie  land- 
ing of  the  troops  the  next  day  was  foon  effedled, 
without  difficulty  and  without  lofs.  To  take 
pofTefllon  of  the  eminences  that  were  fortified  and 
defended  by  Fort  Royal,  feemed  to  be  a  matter 
not  fo  eafily  accompliftied.  Thefe  obilacles,  how- 
ever, were  after  fome  warm  engagements  fur- 
mounted,  and  the  place  that  would  ioon  have  been 

reduced 
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reduced  to  afhes  by  the  bombs,  capitulated  on  B  O  o  K 
the  9th  of  February  -,  and  the  whole  colony  did  ^' 
the  lame  on  the  13th.  It  is  probable  that  the 
profperity  of  Guadalupe  under  the  Britifh  go- 
vernment, contributed  to  bring  about  this  gene- 
ral furrender  j  which  might,  and  ought  to  have 
been  delayed  longer.  Granada  and  the  other 
Leeward  Iflands,  whether  fubjetft  to  France,  or 
wiiich,  though  peopled  by  Frenchmen,  were  neu- 
tral, furrendered  ihemfelves,  without  making  any 
refiftance. 

Even  St.  Domingo,  the  only  poffcfTion  the 
French  ftill  retained  in  the  Archipelago  of  Ame- 
rica, was  likely  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  ;  and  it's  lofs  Teemed  to  be  not  far  diftant.  If 
it  had  not  even  been  known  that  this  was  the  firfh 
conquefl  Great  Britain  would  attempt,  yet  it  could 
not  be  fuppofed  that  it  would  efcape  it's  avidity. 
Would  this  ambitious  nation  have  checked  the  ca- 
reer of  it's  own  fuccefles  lb  far  as  to  give  up  all 
thoughts  of  a  conqueft  that  would  have  com- 
pleted it's  profperity  ?  This  was  a  point  that  feem- 
ed  not  to  admit  of  a  doubt.  The  colony  was  ge- 
nerally known  to  be  entirely  without  any  means  of 
defence,  either  within  or  without,  and  therefore 
incapable  of  making  the  Icaft  refiftance.  It  was 
fo  fenfible  of  it's  weaknefs,  that  it  feemed  difpofed 
to  furrender  as  foon  as  it  fhould  be  fummoned  to 
do  it. 

The  court  of  Verfailles  was  equally  aftonifhed 
and  alarmed  at  the  loffes  it  had  fuftained,  and  at 
thofe  it  forefaw.  It  had  expeded  fuch  an  obfti- 
nate  refiftance  as  would  have  been  fuperior  to  eve- 
ry attack.  The  defcendants  of  thofe  brave  ad- 
venturers, who  had  fettled  thefe  colonies,  feemed 
a  rampart  fufficient  to  repel  all  the  forces  ol  the 
Britilh  empire.  They  almoft  felt  a  fecret  fatis- 
fatlion  that  the  Englifti  were  direding  their  eftor is 
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BOOK  towards  that  quarter.     The  miniftry  had  infpired 
_^^^the  nation  with  the  fame  confidence  that  pofleired 
them,  and  it  was  the  mark  of  a  bad    citizen  to 
Ihew  the  leafl  uneafinefs. 

It  is  an  obfervation  we  may  now  be  per- 
mitted to  make,  that  events,  which  have  once 
happened,  will  happen  again.  A  people  whofe 
whole  fortune  confifts  in  fields  and  paftiires  will, 
if  influenced  by  any  degree  of  fpirir,  refolutely 
defend  their  pofleflions.  The  harvefl  of  one  year 
is  the  utmoft  they  can  lofe,  and  whatever  calamity 
they  may  experience,  does  not  diftrefs  them  to 
fuch  a  degree  as  to  leave  them  without  hopes  of  re- 
covery. The  cafe  is  very  different  with  regard  to 
the  wealthy  cultivators  of  thefe  colonies.  When- 
ever they  take  up  arms,  they  run  the  rifk  of 
having  the  labours  of  their  whole  lives  deftroyed, 
their  Haves  carried  off,  and  all  the  hopes  of  their 
poflerity  either  loft:  by  fire  or  plunder ;  they  will 
therefore  always  fubmit  to  the  enemy.  Though 
fatisfied  with  the  government  under  which  they 
live,  they  are  lefs  attached  to  it's  glory  than  to 
their  own  riches. 

The  example  of  the  firft  colonifts,  whofe  perfe- 
verance  could  not  be  fhaken  by  the  mofh  vigorous 
attacks,  does  not  affedt  the  truth  of  this  obferva- 
tion. The  objedt  of  the  war  was  then  the  acqui- 
fition  of  territory,  and  the  expulfion  of  the  inhabit- 
ants; at  prefent,  a  war  waged  againft:  a  colony  is 
dirededonly  againft:  the  fovereign  of  it. 

The  plan  of  attacking  Martinico  was  laid  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  though  he  was  not  in  the  miniftry  when 
it  was  fubdued.  The  refignation  of  this  great 
man  drew  the  attention  of  Europe,  and  deferves 
to  be  confidered  by  every  one,  who  inveftigatcs 
the  caufes  and  effeds  of  political  revolutions.  An 
hiftorian,  who  ventures  to  write  the  tranfadions  of 
his  Ovvn    age,  hath  feldom,  it   muft:  be  granted, 

luffi- 
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fufficlent  lights  to  guide  him.  The  councils  ofB 
kings  are  fo  fecrer,  that  time  alone  can  gradually 
withdraw  the  veil  that  furrounds  them.  Their 
minifters,  faithful  dcpofitaries  of  the  fecrets  they 
have  been  intruded  with,  or  interefted  to  conceal 
them,  explain  themfelves  no  further  than  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  miflead  the  curious  inquirer,  v.'ho  wifhes 
to  difcover  them.  Whatever  penetration  he  may 
poflefs,  in  tracing  the  fource  and  conne(5^ion  06 
events,  he  is  at  laft  reduced  to  conjedture.  If  his 
conjeftures  happen  to  be  juft,  (till  he  is  ignorant 
that  they  are  fo,  or  cannot  depend  upon  them  ; 
and  this  uncertainty  is  fcarcely  more  fatisfacftory 
than  a  total  ignorance.  He  muft,  therefore,  wait 
till  prudence  and  interefl,  freed  from  the  reftraint 
of  filence,  fhall  unfold  the  truth ;  in  a  word,  'till 
fome  valuable  and  original  records  be  produced 
for  public  infpedion,  wherein  the  latent  fprings  oa 
which  the  deftiny  of  nations  hath  depended,  fhall 
be  difcovered. 

These  refledlions  fhould  fufpend  the  inquiries 
of  the  man  who  wants  only  to  attend  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  political  intrigues.  They  are  diflblved  as 
foon  as  they  are  formed.  Wc  could  only  collcdt 
feparate  parts  of  them,  which  could  not  be 
brought  together  unlefs  by  conjedure,  which 
might  be  the  further  diftant  from  the  truth,  in 
proportion  as  more  fagacity  had  been  dirplayed 
in  the  forming  of  it.  We  fhould  often  be  likely 
to  fill  up  with  fome  great  view,  or  with  fome 
profound  fpeculation,  a  vacancy  which  prefents 
itfelf,  from  our  ignorance  of  fome  witticifm,  of 
fome  frivolous  caprice,  of  fome  trifling  refent- 
ment,  6r  of  fome  childifh  emotion  of  jealoufy  : 
for  thefe  are  the  wonderful  levers  with  which  the 
earth  hath  fo  often  been  moved,  and  will  dill  be 
moved  hereafter.  If  it  be  then  prudent  to  fay 
nothing  of  the  obfcure  caufcs  of  events,  it  is  at 

.  leaft 
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BOOK  leaft  the  time  to  fpeak  of  the  charader  of  ihofc 
_^j_  .  who  have  condu(f\ed  them.  We  know  what  they 
were  in  their  infancy,  in  their  youth,  in  a  more 
mature  age,  in  their  family  and  in  fociety,  in  pri- 
vate Hfe,  and  in  pubHc  affairs.  We  know  what 
their  natural  and  acquired  talents  were ;  their 
ruling  palTions,  their  vices,  their  virtues,  their 
inclinations  and  their  averfions;  their  conne(flions, 
their  animofities,  and  their  friendfhips;  their  per- 
fonal  and  relative  interells ;  the  marks  of  favour 
or  difgrace  they  have  experienced  j  the  means 
they  have  employed  to  obtain  their  high  pofts, 
and  to  maintain  themfelves  in  them  ;  the  condud 
they  have  obferved  with  regard  to  their  protecftors 
and  their  dependents  ;  the  proje<5ls  they  have  con- 
ceived, and  the  manner  in  which  they  have  exe- 
cuted them  i  the  chara(fler  of  the  men  they  have 
employed;  the  obftacles  they  have  met  with,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  furmounted  them  : 
in  a  word,  we  know  the  fuccefs  they  have  had ; 
the  reward  they  have  obtained  in  confequence  of  it ; 
the  punifhment  they  have  fuffered  when  they  have 
raifcarried  ;  the  praife  or  blame  beftowcd  upon 
them  by  the  nation  ;  the  manner  in  which  they 
liave  ended  their  career,  and  the  reputation  they 
have  left  behind  them  after  death. 

We  are  defirous  of  penetrating  into  the  foul  of 
one  of  the  greatefl:  men  of  his  age,  and  perhaps 
we  can  never  do  it  at  a  more  proper  time.  The 
moft  confpicuous  actions  only  of  a  man's  life  are 
tranfmiited  to  pofterity,  which  will,  therefore,  be 
deprived  of  a  variety  of  fimple  and  artlefs  details, 
that' enlighten  the  mind  of  aiioblerver,  who  lived 
at  the  time  they  happened. 

Mr.  Pitt,  after  having  refcued  England  from 
the  kird  of  difgrace  it  had  been  expofed  to  in  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  arrived  to  a  height  of  fuc- 
ceis  that  alloiiilhed  all  the  wo:  Id.     Whether  hz 

forefa\v 
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forefavv  this  or  nor,  he  did  not  feem  to  be  embar-B  O  O  K 
ralTed  with  it,  and  refolved  to  carry  it  as  far  as  he 
could.  The  moderation  which  Co  many  ftatefmen 
had  afFe<fled  before  him,  feemed  to  him  to  be  only 
a  pretence  to  conceal  their  weaknefs  or  their  indo- 
Jence.  He  thought  that  all  dates  Hiould  exert 
their  power  to  the  utmoft,  and  that  there  was  no 
inftance  of  one  nation  being  able  to  become  Inpe- 
rior  to  another,  and  not  effecting  it.  The  parallel 
he  drew  between  England  and  France  confirmed 
him  in  his  opinion.  He  peiceived  with  uneafinefs, 
that  the  power  of  England,  founded  upon  a  trade 
which  flie  might  and  would  lofe,  was  very  in- 
confiderable,  when  compared  with  that  of  her  ri- 
val; which  nature,  art,  and  particular  circum- 
fiances  had  raifed  to  fuch  a  degree  of  flrength, 
under  favourable  adminiftrations,  as  had  made 
all  Europe  tremble.  Senfible  of  this  truth,  he 
therefore  determined  to  deprive  France  of  her  co- 
lonies, and  to  reduce  her  to  that  flate,  to  which 
the  freedom  of  the  New  World,  fooner  or  later 
accomplifhed,  will  bring  all  nations  that  have 
formed  fettlements  there. 

The  means  necelTary  to  complete  this  projefV, 
which  was  fo  far  advanced,  appeared  to  him  ab- 
folutely  certain.  While  the  imagination  of  weak 
minds  took  fhadows  for  realities,  the  greated  dif- 
ficulties appeared  trivial  to  him.  Though  the 
nation,  of  which  he  was  the  idol,  was  jbmetimes 
alarmed  at  his  vaft  and  uncommon  enterprifes,  he 
was  not  in  the  leaft  difquieted  about  them  ;  be- 
caufe,  in  his  eyes,  the  multitude  was  like  a  tor- 
rent, the  courfe  of  which  he  knew  how  to  d\rct\ 
which  way  he  would. 

Perfectly  indifferent  with  regard  to  fortune, 
he  was  ftill  more  fo  with  regard  to  power.     His 
fiiccefles  had    made    his  admiiiiftration    abfolute. 
With  the  people  he  was  a  republican,  with  the  no- 
bles 
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BOOK  bles  and  the  fovereign  he  was  a  defpotic  minifter. 
To  think  differently  from  him,  was  a  mark  of  be- 
ing an  enemy  to  the  common  caufe. 

He  availed  himfelf  of  the  fuperiority  he  had 
gained,  in  order  to  excite  the  ardour  of  the  peo- 
ple. Little  influenced  by  that  fpecics  of  philofo- 
phy,  which,  diverting  itfelf  of  the  prejudices  of 
national  glory,  to  extend  it's  views  to  the  welfare 
of  all  mankind,  tries  every  thing  by  the  principles 
of  univerfal  rcafon  ;  he  kept  up  a  violent  and  fa- 
vage  fpirit  of  enthufiafm,  which  he  called,  and, 
perhaps,  believed  to  be  a  love  of  his  country  -,  but 
which  was,  in  reality,  nothing  more  than  a  Itrong 
avcrfion  for  the  nation  he  wanted  to  opprefs. 

France  was  perhaps  as  much  difcouraged  by 
this  fpirit  of  inveteracy,  that  conftantly  purfued 
her,  as  by  the  diflrefTes  fhc  had  undergone.  The 
diminution,  the  exhaufted  ftate,  or,  to  fay  the 
truth,  the  total  ruin  of  her  naval  powers,  afforded 
her  a  difcouraging  profpedt  for  the  future.  The 
expedtation  that  a  fortunate  fuccefs  by  land  might 
occafion  a  change  in  the  face  of  affairs,  was 
merely  imaginary.  If  one  of  their  fquadrons  had 
deftroycd  one  or  feveral  of  thofe  of  herjival,  the 
Englifh  would  not  have  renounced  any  of  their 
claims.  This  is  one  general  rule  ;  and  another 
is,  that  whenever  any  power  hath  acquired  a 
very  determined  fuperiority  at  fea,  it  can  never 
lofe  it  in  the  courfe  of  the  war ;  more  particu- 
larly, if  that  fuperiority  can  be  traced  from  a  dif- 
tant  caufe,  and  efpecially  if  it  proceed  partly 
from  the  chara<fter  of  the  nation.  The  fuperiority 
of  one  continent  above  another  depends  entirely 
on  the  abilities  of  a  fmgle  man,  and  may  be  loft 
in  a  moment :  on  the  contrary,  fuperiority  at  fea, 
us  it  refults  from  the  vigilance  and  interefl  of 
each  individual  in  the  flate,  mufl  always  increafe, 
particularly  when   it   is  encouraged    by  national 
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conflitiubn  :   a  fudden  invafion  can  only  put  a  B  O  o  k 
ftop  to  it.  J^ 

Nothing  but  a  general  confederacy  could  have 
reftored  the  balance  of  power ;  the  impollibility 
of  which  Mr.  Pitt  plainly  faw.  He  knew  the  re- 
ftraints  by  which  Holland  was  confined,  the  po- 
verty of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  the  inexperience 
of  the  RuiTians,  and  the  little  regard  that  feveral 
of  thefe  powers  paid  to  the  interefts  of  France. 
He  was  confcious  alfo  of  the  terror  v/hich  the 
Englifli  forces  had  fpread  among  them  all,  the 
miflruft  they  entertained  of  each  other,  and  the 
apprehenfion  that  each  of  them  muft:  have,  that 
they  (hould  be  diftrelTed  before  they  could  receive 
alfiftance. 

The  affairs  of  Spain  were  particularly  circum- 
flanced.  The  ravages  that  laid  wafte  the  French 
colonies,  and  which  every  day  increafed,  might 
eafily  extend  to  the  fettlements  of  the  Spaniards. 
Whether  this  kingdom  was  not,  or  would  not  be 
fenfible  of  the  danger  that  threatened  it,  it's  ufual 
indolence  accompanied  it  with  regard  to  thefe 
great  cbjeds.  At  length,  upon  a  change  of  mi- 
nifler,  a  new  fyflcm  took  place.  Don  Carlos  en- 
deavoured to  extinguifh  the  flame;  but  it  was  too 
late.  His  overtures  were  received  with  a  con- 
temptuous haughtinefs.  Mr.  Pitt,  having  deli- 
berately confidered  the  extent  of  his  power,  an- 
fwered  every  propofal  that  was  made,  in  the 
following  manner:  I  will  lijlen  to  them,  faid  he, 
iDhen  you  have  taken  the  tower  of  London  /word  in 
hand.  This  mode  of  expreflion  might  difguft,  but 
it  was  impofij^g. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  affairs,  when  the 
court  of  France  thought  herftlf  obliged  to  make 
overtures  of  peace  to  that  of  Great  Britain.  Both 
courts  were  equally  apprehenfive,  and  with  good 
tcafon,  that   Mr.  Pitt  would  oppofe  them.      He 

con  fen  ted 
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BOOK  confented  to  enter  into  a  negociation  ;  but  the 
X"  event  fhewed,  as  fenfible  politicians  had  conjec- 
tured, that  his  intention  was  not  to  continue  it. 
His  defign  was  only  to  furnifh  himfelf  with  fufli- 
cient  proofs  of  the  engagements  that  the  two 
branches  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  had  entered  into 
againft  Great  Britain,  that  he  might  make  them 
evident  to  his  country.  As  foon  as  he  had  gained 
this  intelligence,  he  broke  off  the  negociation,  and 
propofed  declaring  war  againft  Spain.  T!ie  fu- 
periority  of  the  naval  power  of  England  above 
that  of  both  thefe  kingdoms,  and  the  affurance 
he  had  that  it  would  be  infinitely  better  diredted, 
infpired  him  with  this  confidence. 

Mr.  Pitt's,  fyflem  appeared,  to  diflinguiHied 
politicians,  the  only  important,  and  indeed,  the 
only  reafonable  one.  The  Englifh  nation  had 
contradted  fuch  a  load  of  debt,  that  it  could  nei- 
ther free  itfelf  from  it,  nor  fupport  it,  without 
opening  to  itfelf  new  fources  of  wealth.  Europe, 
tired  out  with  the  grievances  Great  Britain  had 
made  hfr  fubmit  to,  waited  impatiently  for  an 
opportunity  to  difable  her  oppreflbr  from  conti- 
nuing them.  The  houfe  of  Bourbon  could  not 
but  prefcrve  a  ftro:ig  refentment  for  the  injuries 
it  had  fufFered,  and  for  the  lofles  it  had  fuftained  j 
it  could  not  but  make  fecret  preparations,  and 
gradually  work  up  a  fpirit  of  revenge  to  which  a 
combination  of  all  it's  forces  might  infure  fuc- 
cefs.  Thefe  motives  obliged  Great  Britain, 
though  a  commercial  power,  to  aggrandize  it- 
felf for  it's  fupport.  This  cruel  necdlity  was  not 
fo  fcrfibly  feJt  by  the  council  of  George  the  Third 
as  Mr.  Pi[t  dcfired.  Moderation  appeared  to 
him  a  work  of  weakncfs  or  of  infatuation,  per- 
haps of  treachery  ;  and  he  refigned  his  poft,  be- 
caufe  he  was  not  allo.vcd  to  be  ihc  declared  enemy 
of  Spain. 

May 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  V-TST  INDIES.  561 

May  we  venture  to  form  a  conjedare?  TheB  O  O  K 
Englifh  mmillry  plainly  faw  that  there  was  no  ^• 
poflibiiity  of  avoiding  a  frefh  war;  but  equally  ^  * 
tired  out  aid  dilgraced  by  the  power  Mr.  Pirt 
had  affumed,  the}'  were  delirous  of  reftering  that 
fpirit  of  equality  which  is  the  fpring  of  a  repub- 
lican government.  Defpairing  of  being  able  to 
raife  themfelves  to  a  level  with  a  man  fo  highv 
efteemed,  or  of  making  him  (loop  to  them,  they 
united  their  forces  to  effect  his  ruin.  As  open 
attacks  would  only  have  turned  againft  them- 
felves, they  had  rccourfe  to  more  artful  methods. 
They  attempted  to  four  his  temper  ;  the  natural 
fire  of  his  character  laid  him  open  to  fuch  a  fnare, 
and  he  fell  into  it.  If  Mr.  Pitt  refigned  his  poft 
through  peevifhnefs,  he  deferves  to  be  cenfured 
for  not  having  fjppreffed  or  maflered  it.  If  he 
hoped  by  this  e>:pedient  to  humble  his  enemies, 
he  fhewed  he  had  greater  knowledge  of  affairs  than 
of  men.  If,  as  he  aiTerted,  he  refigned,  becaufe 
he  would  no  longer  be  refponfible  for  the  mea- 
fures  he  did  not  guide,  we  may  be  allowed  to 
think  that  he  was  more  ftrongly  attached  ro  his 
own  perfcnal  glory,  than  to  the  interefts  of  his 
country.  But  whatever  may  have  been  the  caulc 
of  his  refignation,  nothing  but  the  blinded,  mod 
unjufl:,  and  mod  violent  patriality  can  venture  to 
aiTert,  th^at  his  virtues  and  abilities  were  merely  the 
effsfl  of  chance. 

However  this  may  be,  the  firft  (lep  the  new 
miniftry  took,  v/as  conformable  to  the  principles 
iof  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  this  was  a  kind  of  homage  they 
were  compelled  to  pay  him.  It  was  thought  nc- 
celTary  to  declare  war  againft  Spain,  and  the  Weft 
Indies  were  to  be  the  fcene  of  thefe  new  hoftilities. 
Experience  had  already  difcouraged  them  from 
making  any  attempts  on  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica,   and  all  their    views  were  turned   towards 

Vol.  III.  O  o  Cuba, 
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BOO  KCuba.  Men  of  fenfc  and  underftanding  perceived 
^-  that  tlie  taking  of  this  ifland  would  not  beat- 
tended  with  any  apprehenfion  of  vengeance  from 
the  other  colonies ;  that  the  empire  of  the  Gulph 
of  Mexico  would  be  fecured  ^  that  the  enemy, 
vvhofe  riches  arofe  principally  from  the  amount 
of  it's  cuftoms,  would  be  deprived  of  all  their 
refources  i  that  the  whole  commerce  of  the  con- 
tinent would  be  feized  upon,  and  the  inhabitants 
would  chufe  rather  to  deliver  up  their  riches  to 
the  conqueror  of  their  country,  than  to  give  up 
thofe  commodities  they  had  been  ufed  to  receive 
from  Europe  ^  in  a  word,  that  the  power  of 
Spain  would  be  fo  much  reduced  by  this  confider- 
able  lofs,  that  it  would  be  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
any  terms. 

Agrf.f.able  to  this  idea,  a  fleet,  confiding  of 
nineteen  fhipsof  the  line,  eighteen  frigates,  and 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  tranlports,  with  io,coo 
troops  on  board,  which  were  to  be  joined  by  4000 
more  from  North  America,  fet  fail  for  the  Ha- 
vannah.  To  arrive  at  this  formidable  place,  it 
was  deicrmincd  to  pals  through  the  old  ftreight 
of  Bahama,  not  fo  long  in  extent,  though  more 
dangerous,  than  the  new  one.  The  obflacles  that 
were  to  be  expeded  in  this  paflnge  little  known, 
and  too  little  attended  to,  were  fuccefsfully  fur- 
mounted,  in  a  manner  worthy  the  reputation  that 
admiral  Pocock  had  acquired.  On  the  6ih  of 
July  he  arrived  at  the  place  of  his  deftination  ; 
ar.d  the  landing  of  the  troops  was  effected  without 
any  oppofition,  at  the  didance  of  fix  leagu-  s  eaft- 
ward  of  thofe  dreadful  fortifications  that  were  to 
be  taken. 

The  operations  by  land,  were  not  fo  well  con - 
dudled  as  thole  by  lea.  If  Albemarle,  who  had 
thr  command  of  the  army,  had  been  a  man  of 
abili\ics,  equal  to  the  commillion  he  was  intrufled 

with, 
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with,  he  would  have  begun  his  attack  by  the  city.  B  o  o  ic 
The  fingle  dry  wall  that  covered  it,  could  not^  ■^• 
have  holden  out  four-and -twenty  hours.  Jt  is  pro- 
bable, that  the  generals,  the  council,  and  the  re- 
gency, who  muft  infallibly  have  fallen  into  his 
hands  by  this  fuccefs,  which  might  fo  eafily  have 
been  obtained,  would  have  refolved  to  capitulate 
for  the  Moro,  At  all  events,  he  would  thus  have 
prevented  the  fort  from  receiving  any  afliftance  or 
provifions  that  were  fupplied  from  the  city  during 
the  fiege,  and  have  fecured  the  moft  likely  means 
to  reduce  it  in  a  very  fhorc  time. 

The  plan  he  purfued,  of  beginning  his  opera- 
tions by  the  attack  of  the  Moro,  expofed  him  to 
great  diftrelTes.  The  water  that  was  near  him  was 
imwholefome,  and  he  found  himfelf  under  a  ne- 
ceility  of  procuring  fome  at  three  leagues  diflance 
from  his  camp.  As  the  floops  that  were  fent  for 
this  purpofe  might  be  attacked,  it  was  thought 
neceftary  to  poft  a  body  of  fifteen  hundred  men 
on  ihe  eminence  of  Arofteguy,  at  a  quarter  of  a 
league's  diftance  from  the  town,  in  order  to  pro- 
reft  them.  This  body  of  troops,  entirely  detach- 
ed from  the  army,  and  which  could  not  be  with- 
drawn, or  fupported  but  by  fca,  was  perpetually 
in  danger  of  being  cut  off. 

Albemarle,  who  might  have  judged  of  the 
difpofition  of  the  enemy  from  their  not  molcfling 
the  troops  polled  at  Arofteguy,  (hould  have  placed 
another  body  of  men  upon  the  public  road  lead- 
ing to  the  city.  By  this  ftep  he  would  have  been 
able  almofl:  to  furround  it ;  he  would,  moft  un- 
doubtedly, have  diftrefTed  it  by  famine,  prevented 
all  removal  of  the  effeas  into  the  country,  and 
iopened  a  lefs  dangerous  communication  with 
Arofteguy,  than  by  the  detachments  he  was  con- 
ftantly  obliged  to  fend,  in  order  to  fupport  this 
advanced  body  of  troops. 

O  o  a  The 
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BOOK  The  fiege  of  the  Moro  was  carried  on  without 
^-  opening  the  trenches.  The  foldiers  advanced  to- 
wards the  ditch,  and  were  covered  only  with 
barrels  of  flints,  which  were,  at  lengih,  ex- 
changed for  facks  of  cotton,  that  were  taken  out 
of  fome  merchant-l"hips  arrived  from  Jamaica, 
This  want  of  forefight  occafioncd  the  lofs  of  a 
great  number  of  men,  always  of  great  value, 
but  more  efpecially  fo  in  a  climate,  where  dif- 
cafesand  fatigues  caufe  fo  great  a  confumption  of 
them. 

The  Englifh  general,  having  loft  the  greatcfl: 
part  of  his  army,  and  finding  the  neceiTity,  for 
want  of  troops,  of  reimbarking  in  a  few  days, 
determined  to  attempt  ftorming  the  caftle  ;  but  a 
large  and  deep  ditch,  cut  in  the  rock,  was  fuft  to 
be  paffcd  ;  and  no  preparations  had  been  made  to 
fill  it  up. 

If  the  faults  of  the  Englifh  were  very  confider- 
able,  thofe  of  the  Spaniards  were  flill  greater. 
Though  apprized  above  a  month  before,  that 
war  had  commenced  between  the  two  nations, 
they  were  not  roufed  from  their  lethaigy.  The 
enemy  was  already  upon  their  coafls,  and  they 
had  made  no  provifions  of  balls  of  a  proper  fize 
for  their  cannons,  nor  of  cartridges;  neither  had 
they  one  fingle  gun,  or  even  a  firelock  fit  to  make 
ufe  of. 

The  great  number  of  officers,  of  the  land  and 
fea  fervice,  who  were  at  the  Havannah,  occafion- 
cd, during  fome  days  of  the  fiege,  a  great  uncer- 
tainty in  the  refolutions,  that  could  not  but  be  fa- 
vourable to  the  befiegcrs. 

Three  fhips  of  war  were  funk,  to  flop  up  tlic 
entrance  into  the  port,  which  the  enemy  could 
not  pafs.  The  road  into  the  harbour  was  by  this 
means  damaged,  and  three  great  fliips  lofl  to  no 
purpole. 

The 
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The  mod  common  prudence  would  have  fug-B  o  O  K 
geftcd,  that  the  twelve  men  of  war  that  were  at^  ^• 
the  Havannah  (hould  have  been  got  ready  to  fail. 
They  could  not  polBbly  be  of  any  fervice  in  de- 
feuding  the  place,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  fbme 
confequence  to  fave  them.  But  this  was  neglecfl- 
ed.  Neither  did  the  precaution  occur  of  fctting 
them  on  fire,  although  this  was  the  only  way  left 
to  prevent  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy. 

The  deftrudlion  of  the  body  of  Englilli  troops 
ported  at  Arofteguy,  where  they  could  not  receive 
any  afliftance,  might  have  been  eafily  effeded. 
This  check  would  have  put  the  befiegers  to  fome 
difficulty  in  procuring  water,  would  have  de- 
prived them  of  men,  mtimidated  them,  retarded 
I  their  operations,  and  infpired  the  Spanifh  forces 
with  forne  degree  of  confidence.  But,  far  from 
making  fo  eafy  an  attempt,  they  did  not  attack, 
even  in  the  open  part  of  the  country,  any  of  the 
Englifh  detachments,  though  compofed  entirely  of 
infantry,  and  which  might  have  been  oppofcd  by 
a  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  a  great  number  of 
militia,  that  were  provided  with  horfes. 

The  communication  of  the  city  with  the  inter- 
nal parts  of  the  country  was  fcarce  ever  interrupt- 
ed, and  yet  none  of  thofe  who  had  a  fhare  in  the 
adminiftration,  ever  thought  of  conveying  the  royal 
treafure  into  the  inland  parts,  to  prevent  it  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  laft  inflance  of  negled  ferved  to  complete 
the  whole.  In  the  middle  of  the  ditch  had  been 
left  a  piece  of  rock,  terminating  in  a  point,  and 
flanding  by  itfelf.  The  Englifh  placed  upon  this 
a  few  tottering  planks,  which  reached  from  (he 
breach  to  the  couuterfcarp.  A  ferjeant,  with 
fifteen  men,  paffrd  over  them  at  one  in  the  after- 
noon ;    and   concealed    themfelves   among   fome 
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BOO  Kftones  that  had  fallen  down.  They  were  followed 
^-  by  a  company  of  grenadiers  and  lome  ibldiera. 
When  they  had  coile(!iled  about  a  hundred  men, 
in  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  they  got  upon  the  breach, 
under  no  apprehenfion  of  being  difcovcred,  aiid 
found  no  men  placed  there  to  defend  it.  Velafco, 
indeed,  informed  of  what  had  happened,  haftcned 
to  lave  the  place;  but  he  was  killed  in  coming 
up,  and  his  death  putting  the  Spanifh  troops  that 
followed  him  into  confufion,  they  furrendered  to 
a  handful  of  men.  The  negled  of  placing  a  cen- 
tinel  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  enemy  lodged 
upon  the  ditch,  determined  this  great  event.  A 
few  days  after,  a  capitulation  was  entered  into, 
for  the  city,  for  all  the  places  of  the  colony,  and 
for  the  whole  ifland.  Independent  of  the  great 
importance  of  this  victory  in  itfell",  the  conquerors 
found  in  the  Havannah  about  forty-five  millions  * 
of  filver,  and  other  valuable  effeds,  which  fully 
indemnified  them  for  the  expences  of  the  expe- 
dition. 
Advan-  The  lofs  of  Cuba,  the  center  of  the  power  of 
cu^ed^o°~  Sp^i"  ^^  I'ls  New  World,  made  peace  as  necef- 
Gieat  Bri-fary  to  the  court  of  Madrid,  as  it  could  poffibly 
"'" '"fl^^be  lo  that  of  Verfailles,  whole  dirtreffcs  were  now 
the  peace!  brought  10  the  higheft:  pitch.  The  EnglilTi  mi- 
niftry,  at  that  time,  conltnitd  to  a  peace  ;  but  it 
feemed  a  matter  of  much  difficulty  to  fettle  the 
conditions.  The  fuccelfes  of  Great  Britain  had 
been  aftonifhing  in  North  and  South  America. 
But,  hov/ever  ambitious  fhe  might  be,  Ihe  could 
not  flatter  herfclf  with  the  hopes  of  retaining  all 
the  conquefts  flie  had  made,  it  was  reaionabic 
To  Uippofe  that  fhe  would  give  up  the  poilcHions 
Ihe  had  gained  in  North  America,  as  the  advan- 
tages llie  might  expect  from  them  were  diflanr, 
iiiconhderabie,  and  uncertain  ;  and  that  (he  would 
*  1,875,0001. 
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be  content  with  referving  to  herfelf  the  fiigar  colo-  BOOK 
nies  fhe  had  lately  acquired,  which  the  (late  of  her  ^  ^• 
finances  Teemed  more  particularly  to  require.  The 
increafc  of  her  cuftoms,  that  was  a  necelTary  con- 
sequence of  JLich  a  fyftem,  would  have  procured 
her  the  befl:  finking  fund  that  could  have  been 
imagined,  and  which  muft  have  been  fo  much  the 
moie  agreeable  to  the  nation,  as  it  would  have  been 
obtained  at  the  expence  of  the  French.  This  ad- 
vantage would  have  been  attended  with  three 
others  very  confiderable.  It  would,  in  the  firfl: 
place,  have  deprived  a  rival  power,  and  formida- 
ble, notwiihftanding  the  faults  it  had  committed, 
of  it's  richcft  branch  of  trade.  Secondly,  it  would 
have  contributed  to  weaken  it,  from  it's  being 
under  a  neceliity  of  defending  Canada  ^  a  colony, 
which,  from  the  nature  of  it's  fituation,  muft  be 
detrimental  to  a  nation  that  had  long  neglected  it's 
navy.  Laftly,  it  would  have  kept  New  England 
in  a  clofer  and  more  ablolute  dependence  on  the 
moiher-country,  a  part  of  America  that  would  al- 
wa)  s  want  to  be  fuppoi ted  againft  a  reftlefs,  adive, 
and  warlike  neighbour. 

But  though  the  council  of  George  III.  fhould 
have  thought  it  neceflary  to  refbore  to  their  enemies 
a  bad  country  of  the  continent,  and  to  referve  the 
valuable  iflands,  yet  they  would  not,  perhaps,  have 
ventured  to  adopt  fo  judicious  a  meafure.  In  other 
countries  the  faults  of  the  minifters  are  imputed 
only  to  themfelves,  or  to  their  kings,  who  punifh 
them  for  their  mifcondudt.  In  England,  the  errors 
of  adnnniflration  are  generally  tlie  errors  of  ihc 
ration,  who  infift  upon  obedience  to  their  will, 
though  guided  by  caprice. 

The  Er.glilh,  who  have  complained  of  the 
termsof  the  laft  peace,  when  they  have  been  fhevvn 
how  far  fhort  they  fell  of  the  advantages  they  ex- 
pected from  them,  had,  however,  in  fomc  meafure, 
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BOO  Kdidtated  thofe  very  terms  themfelves  by  the  tenor 
^'  of  their  complaints,  either  previous  to,  or  diiring 
the  war.  The  Canadians  had  committed  fome 
outrages,  and  the  favages  many  ads  of  cruelty  in 
the  Englifh  colonies.  The  peaceable  inhabitants, 
terrified  at  the  diftrefTes  they  lufFered,  and  more 
fo  at  thofe  they  feared,  had  caul'ed  their  clamours 
to  be  heard  even  in  Europe.  Their  correipondents, 
incerefted  to  obtain  them  a  fpeedy  and  powerful 
redrefs,  had  aggravated  their  complaints.  Thole 
writers,  who  eagerly  lay  hold  of  every  circum- 
flance  that  can  render  the  French  odious,  had 
loaded  them  with  every  fpecies  of  invedive.  The 
people,  exafperatcd  by  the  report  of  the  fhock- 
ing  fcenes  that  were  perpetually  prefented  to  it's 
imagination,  wifhed  to  fee  a  (top  put  to  thefe 
barbarities. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  inhabitants  of  the  fugar 
colonies,  fr.(isfied  with  the  carrying  on  of  their 
own  commerce,  and  gaining  a  part  of  that  of 
their  enemies,  were  very  quiet.  Far  from  wilh- 
ing  the  conqueft  of  their  neighbour's  fettlements, 
they  rather  dreaded  it,  confidering  it  as  deftruc- 
tive  to  themfelves,  though  advantageous  to  the 
nation.  The  lands  of  the  French  are  fo  much 
fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  Englifh,  that  no  compe- 
tition could  pofiibly  have  taken  place.  Their  allies 
were  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  followed  the  exam- 
ple of  their  moderation. 

The  confequence  of  fo  contrary  a  plan  of  con- 
du<5t  was,  that  the  nation  was  extremely  indiffe- 
rent about  the  fugar  colonies,  but  very  anxious 
to  acquire  what  they  wanted  in  North  America, 
Let  us  reprefcnt  to  ourfclvcs  ilie  htuation  of  an 
enlightened  man,  who  is  convinced  of  the  advan- 
tages of  a  projec'^,  which  he  is  compelled  to  give 
up,  by  the  millaken  notions  of  a  deceived  multi- 
tude, in  order  to  adopt,  in  preference  lo  it,  fume 
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abfiird  fchcmes  contrary  to  the  general  good,  which  book 
will  diChonoLir  him  if  he  fliould  piirfue  them,  or,  X. 
which  will  expofe  him  to  danger,  if  he  fhould  re-' — "^  ' 
fufe:  let  us  reprefent  him  to  ourfelves,  as  employ- 
ed by  a  fovereign,  who  will  dil'mifshim,  if  his  re- 
bellious fubjeds  fhould  infift  upon  it;  and  who 
cannot  afford  him  any  protedion,  if  they  fliould 
carry  their  fury  fo  far  as  to  demand  his  life  :  let  us 
view  him  divided,  as  he  muft  be,  between  the 
miflaken  vanity  which  attaches  him  to  his  p:)fl:, 
and  the  laudable  pride  which  makes  him  careful  to 
preferve  his  reputauon  :  let  jis  behold  him  alone, 
retired  in  his  clofet,  and  deliberating  upon  ihe 
lleps  he  fhould  take,  amidft  the  tumult  and  cla- 
mours of  the  populace,  colleded  round  his  houfe, 
and  threatening  to  fet  it  on  fire  :  for  fuch  is  the 
alternative,  which  hath  been  experienced,  and  will 
always  be  experienced  by  thofe  who  guide  the  pub- 
lic affairs  of  a  free  country.  There  is  fcarce  one 
fingle  fituation  in  the  world,  in  which  a  piopriety 
of  condu(!i\  is  not  attended  with  inconveniences  on 
both  fides.  It  is  the  property  of  real  courage  to 
adapt  itfelf  to  thofe  feveral  circumflances  and  fitu- 
ations,  whatever  may  bs  the  rcfult ;  but  fuch  kind 
of  courage  is  not  often  to  be  met  with. 

The  miniflry,  which,  in  England,  can  never 
fupport  it's  authority  againfl  the  people,  or,  at 
leafl,  cannot  long  maintain  itfelf  fucccfs'"ully 
againfl  it's  general  odium,  turned  all  thtir  views 
towards  North  America,  and  found  France  and 
Spain  readily  difpofed  to  adopt  fuch  a  fyliem. 
The  courts  of  Madrid  and  France  gave  up  to  the 
Hiiglifli  all  their  former  pofleflions,  from  the  river  St. 
Lawrence  up  to  the  Milfilfippi.  Befide  this,  France 
ceded  the  iflands  of  Granada  and  Tobago,  anj 
confented  that  the  Englitfi  lliould  keep  the  illands 
of  St.  Vincent  and  Dominica,  that  had  been  con- 
fider«d  as  neutral,  provided  that,  on  her  parr,  fhc 
2  n^'g'ic 
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BOOK  might  appropriate  Sr,  Lucia  to  herfelf.     On  thefe 
^1^     conditions,  the  conquerors  reftored  to   the  allied 
powers  all  the  conquefts  they  had  made  in  Ame- 
rica. 
TheBri-       From   this  time  England  lofl  the  opportunity, 
ti(h  minif- which,  pcrhaps,  may  never  return,  of  ieizing  all 
Send' °^  the  avenues  and  making  itfelF  mafter  of  the  fources 
rheirviewsof  all  the  Wealth  of  the  New  World.     Mexico  was 
as  far  as     J,-,  ifg  power,  as  the  Englifh  only  were  in  pofldTion 
tionof  '   of  the  gulph  that  opens  the  way  to  it ;  this  valua- 
things       ble  continent  mufl:,  therefore,  foon  have  become 
permit-     j|^^jj.  p,-Qpgrty.     It  might  iiave  been  allured,  either 
by  the  offers  of  an  ealier  government,  or  by   the 
flattering  hopes  of  liberty  :   the  Spaniards  might 
have  been  invited  to  fhake  off  the  yoke  of  the  mo- 
ther country,  which  only  took  up  arms  to  diftrels 
it's  colonies,  and  not  to  proted  them  ;  or  the  In- 
dians might  have  been  tempted  to  break  the  chains 
that  enflaved   them   to  an  arbitrary  government. 
The  whole  face  of  America  might,  perhaps,  have 
been  entirely  changed,  and  the  Englifh,  more  free 
and  more  equitable  than  other  monarchial  powers, 
could  not  but  be  benefited  by  refcuing  the  human 
race  from  the  opprefhons  they  fuffered  in  the  New 
World,  and  by   removing  the  injuries  this  oppref- 
fion  hath  brought  on  Europe  in  particular. 

All  ihofc  fubjeds,  who  are  victims  of  the  feve- 
rity,  exad\ions,  opprelfion,  and  deceit  of  arbitrary 
governments ;  all  thofe  families  that  are  ruined  by 
the  railing  of  fuldiers,  by  the  ravages  of  armies, 
l)y  the  loans  for  carrying  on  war,  and  by  the  in- 
fra(flions  of  peace;  all  men  born  to  think  and  live 
as  men,  inftead  of  obeying  and  becoming  fiihjecft 
like  brutes,  would  have  gladly  taken  refuge  in 
ihofe  countries.  Thefe,  as  well  as  a  multitude  of 
woikmcn  without  employment;  of  hufbandmtn 
without  land  ;  of  men  of  fcience  without  any  oc- 
cupation j  and  numbers  of  diftreffed  and  unfortu- 
nate 
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nate  perfons,  would  have  flown  into  thefe  regions,  BOOK 
which  require  onlyjuft  and  civilized  inhabitants  to  X. 
render  ihem  happy.  Above  all,  the  peafants  of  ^"'"^'^■*~^ 
the  north,  flaves  to  the  nobility,  who  trample  upon 
them,  would  certainly  have  been  invited  there: 
thofe  Ruffian  peafanis,  who  are  employed  as  exe- 
cutioners to  torture  the  human  race,  inllead  of 
cultivating  and  fertilizing  the  earth.  Numbers  of 
them  would  certainly  have  been  loft  in  thefe  tranf- 
migralions  through  extenfive  feas,  into  new  cli- 
mates; but  this  would  have  been  an  infinitely  lefs 
evil  than  that  of  a  tyranny,  working  by  flow  and 
artful  means,  and  facrificing  fo  many  people  to 
the  wills  of  a  fmall  number  of  men.  In  a  word, 
the  Englifh  would  have  been  much  more  glorioufly 
employed  in  fupporting  and  favouring  fo  happy  a 
revolution,  than  in  tormenting  themfelves  in  de- 
fence of  a  liberty,  that  excites  the  envy  of  all  kings, 
and  which  they  endeavour,  by  every  method,  to 
undermine  and  deftroy. 

This  is  a  wifh  which,  though  founded  on  juftice 
and  humanity,  is  yet,  alas!  vain  in  itfelf,  as  it 
leaves  nothing  but  regret  in  the  mind  of  him  that 
formed  it.  Muft  then  the  defires  of  the  virtuous 
man  for  the  profperity  of  the  world  be  for  ever  loft, 
while  thofe  of  the  ambitious  and  the  extravagant 
are  fo  often  favoured  by  cafual  events  ? 

Since  war  hath  been  the  caufe  of  lb  much  evil, 
why  does  it  not  run  through  every  fpecies  of  ca- 
lamity, that  it  may,  at  length,  tend  to  procure 
fome  good  ?  But  what  hath  been  the  confequencc 
of  the  laft  war,  one  of  thofe  that  hath  been  the 
moft  diftrefsful  to  the  human  race?  It  hath  oc- 
cafioned  ravages  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
globe  ;  and  hath  coft  Europe  alone  above  a  mil- 
lion of  it's  inhabitants.  Thofe  who  were  not  it's 
vi(f\ims,  are  now  diftreffed  by  it,  and  their  pofte- 
rity  will  long  be  opprcflckd   under  the  weight  of 
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B  O  o  K  the  enormous  taxes  it  hath  given  rife  to.  The 
^'  nation,  whom  vidory  attended  in  all  parts,  was 
ruined  by  it's  triumphs.  It's  public  debt,  which, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  did  not  exceed 
1,617,087,060  livrcs*,  arofe,  at  the  conclufion 
of  the  peace,  to  3,330,000,000  h'vres  -f,  for 
which  it  mud  pay  an  intereft  of  111,577,490 
livres  J. 

But  it  is  time  to  quit  the  fubjc6t  of  war.  Let 
us  now  proceed  to  confider  by  what  means  the  na- 
tions, who  have  divided  the  great  Archipelago  nf 
America,  that  hath  been  the  origin  of  fo  many 
quarrels  and  negociations,  and  harh  given  rife  to 
fo  many  refledions,  have  been  able  to  raife  it  to  a 
degree  of  opulence,  that  may,  without  exagge- 
ration, be  confidered  gs  the  firft  caufe  of  all  tlie 
great  events  that  at  prefent  difturb  the  peace  of  tlie 
globe. 
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